Topic 1.4 Toughness in Action  



Enabling Objectives:

28.1 DEFINE toughness.
28.2 IDENTIFY the relationship between toughness and heroic actions.
28.3 IDENTIFY the Medal of Honor and know Desmond Doss, MOH Winner.


CLASS PERIODS:  0
LAB PERIODS:  0
PA PERIODS:  0


Trainee Preparation Materials:

A. Trainee Support Materials:

1. None

B. Reference Publications:
1. None


Instructor Preparation:

A. Review Assigned Trainee Material

B. Reference Publications:

1. View the movie “Hacksaw Ridge.”
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C. Training Materials Required:

1. Instruction Sheets

a. Slides with pictures of Desmond Doss and/ or printed pictures of slides.
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DISCUSSION POINT	RELATED INSTRUCTOR ACTIVITY

	1.
	Introduction
	1.
	Establish Contact




2.	Who is tough?  							2.	Name a person whom you would consider tough.
Why?  Allow time for recruits to brainstorm.  If time permits, have them tell each other in pairs or trios so that everyone has to think and gets to talk.

3.	Introduce Desmond Doss.						3.	One of the great heroes of WW2 is Desmond Doss.  He
is probably the toughest man I know of.  You may have heard his story in the movie Hacksaw Ridge. 
3.a.	Show picture of Desmond Doss


4.	Medal of Honor								4.	Does everyone know what the Medal of Honor is?  The
Medal of Honor is actually the “Congressional Medal of Honor,” and it has been given since the Civil War to honor those who showed valor in combat.  It’s our highest combat honor, and the people who receive them are genuine heroes.






5.	More about Desmond Doss.					5.	Desmond Doss experienced violence in his home as a
child, and that led him to believe that he could not use violence at any point of his life.  He felt, however, a call to serve the nation during WW2 and volunteered to serve in the Army.  Doss was allowed to serve as an Army Medic without using a gun.

5.a.	What drove Doss was his faith.  You can share his faith or not, but you have to figure out what drives you.  You have to figure out why you do what you do.  For Doss, he did what he did because his faith says that it is the right thing to do.

5.b.	Doss’ great moment came during the Battle of Okinawa.  There, on 5 May 1945, Doss’ unit was nearly destroyed during an enemy counter-attack.  Nearly 2/3 of the entire unit was wounded or killed.  Doss, however, was not wounded and instead returned to the battlefield to assist his fallen comrades.  Doss made multiple trips up the Maeda Escarpment (shown in the picture) to save troops under enemy fire.  Doss eventually saved 75 wounded soldiers. 

6.	Brainstorm							6.	On the butcher paper as a group, brainstorm the things that 
made Desmond Doss tough.

6.a.	Let’s add to this list traits and things that make the people you named earlier tough.






7.	Toughness and you.						7.	Few—if any—of you will earn the Medal of Honor.  
You can, however, be tough.  In groups of eight people or so, discuss 1) where you learned toughness, and 2) how do you inspire toughness in other people?  (Write questions on butcher paper.  RDC, Ship Officer, and Chaplain circulate during discussion time).

8.	Conclusions							8.	After 10 minutes, have Recruits report back what they 
discovered in small groups.

8.a.	RDCs, Ship Officer and Chaplains conclude with thoughts on Toughness and Desmond Doss.
