MICROSOFT CLOUD SKILLS CHALLENGE (CSC)

A Cloud Skills Challenge (CSC) is now available through Microsoft Learn. Attached are a few
additional references about this initiative.

Microsoft Learn offers:
e Free, interactive, step-by-step tutorials
e Hands-on learning coding environments
e Knowledge checks to validate learning

To accelerate the cloud training journey for your engineers, developers, and administrators, we
would like to invite you to participate in a self-paced, online learning challenge

created for USMC. This challenge will allow participants to view their learning progress against
their peers and for them to view the total points earned on MS Learn. This training is also great
prep material for those individuals who want to participate in the Microsoft Enterprise Skills
Initiative (ESI) training session and eventually take an exam to become Azure certified.

How the Challenge works:
1. Sign up for a Profile on Microsoft Learn
2. Register for the Challenge (Link Here)
3. Earn Progress through time spent on Microsoft Learn
4. Track Progress on a custom Leaderboard (Link Here)

The self-paced Cloud Skills challenge is a fun, interactive way to drive the Azure skills your
developers and administrators need to integrate with Azure. Some of the common questions
we received so far:

Q: Is this Challenge a requirement?

A: This challenge is self-paced and optional, but will help individuals gain a deeper
understanding into cloud.

Q: Who should | contact if there are any questions regarding this Challenge?
A: Any questions or comments regarding the Cloud Skills Challenge can be directed to:
Federal Cloud Training@service.microsoft.com

Q: Will the completion of this Cloud Skills Challenge count as a formal Microsoft acknowledged
Azure certification?

A: No. The completion of this Cloud Skills Challenge will provide the necessary knowledge for
users to more successfully pass their Azure Certification Exams.

Q: How is this Cloud Skills Challenge different than the Microsoft Enterprise Skills Initiative
Training/Certification?


https://nam06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Flearn%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSchatem.Boyd%40microsoft.com%7C230fec740d574904ffb008d887385ea6%7C72f988bf86f141af91ab2d7cd011db47%7C1%7C0%7C637408025026708070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=q695DVWzzPYqsZYLBAFJxLHdB1VBQxn8kZciwKdEi4M%3D&reserved=0
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/cloudskillschallenge/Public/Contests/65ed02f7-3dad-4472-8d83-1bb47215c2ce/Register
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/cloudskillschallenge/Public/Contests/65ed02f7-3dad-4472-8d83-1bb47215c2ce
mailto:Federal_Cloud_Training@service.microsoft.com

A: The Cloud Skills Challenge augments the Enterprise Skills Initiative by providing fundamental
knowledge to pass the Azure exams. The Cloud Skills Challenge is self-paced and can be
completed remotely. The Enterprise Skills Initiative (ESI) is typically an in-person instructor-led
classroom training that culminates with the option to take the formal Azure certification exam.
However, given the social distancing requirements currently in place, ESI will be taught
remotely. We recommend getting a start on the skills challenge before the Enterprise Skills
Initiative to maximize the time in the formal (virtual) instructor-led training courses.



Instructions for Registering for the Cloud Skills Challenge

In the email instructions you received outlining the Microsoft Cloud Skills Challenge you
received a registration link. This link will allow you to register for the Challenge using your
Microsoft Learn account Profile name (not your email address).

To establish a Microsoft Learn profile you will need to create an account using the “create a
new profile link” on the Registration page

You will need a Microsoft Learn account before your can register for a Cloud Skills Challenge, see https:/aka.ms/cscsignup for more information on creating
a Microsoft Learn account

Challenge Name
Contoso Ltd.
Type

Growth

Start Date

08-10-2019

End Date

11-11-2019

Enter your Microsoft Learn profile name or create a new profile

hups-/itechprofile microsofl com/en-us/

C Partici d The user information you provide (Including your usemname, display name, avatar image, biography, your job title and organization and your user achievements)
may be viewed by others for purposes of conducting a leaming challenge. You are only required to provide a username and display name in order to participate. Microscoft may also collect and publicly display
your learning activity to the challenge leaderboard during the specified duration of the challenge. Your privacy is important to us. Please read our Privacy & Cookies as it describes the types of data we collect
from you and your devices, how we use that data, and the legal bases we have to process that data.

| agree to the Challenge Participation Acknowledgement

+ Add X Cancel

The Microsoft Learn portal page requires a login using a Microsoft account. This is typically
either a hotmail.com or outlook.com email address.

Note: If your organization uses Azure Active Directory you can use your organizational email
address to login.

To create an account, select the “Sign In” option in the upper right corner of the Learn Portal to
be directed to the Microsoft login page where you can either use an existing outlook.com or
hotmail.com address.


https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/learn/
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/learn/

B Microsoft | Learn Products Browse Al Certifications Search

Docs [ Learn X Theme || Signin
—

WELCOME TO

Microsoft Learn

Introducing a new approach to learning - Host a web application with Azure App
service

Maodule - 7 Units

The skills required to advance your career and earn your spot at the top do not

come easily. Now there's a more rewarding approach to hands-on learning that
helps you achieve your goals faster. Earn points, levels, and achieve more! Get started with Azure by creating and hosting a new website
with Azure App Service.

Start learning for free >

If you do not currently have an account in one of these services, you can create one by selecting
the “Create one” option on the Login page and following the steps outlined in the user creation
process.

BS Microsoft
Sign in

Email, phone, or Skype

No account} Create one!

Can't access your account?

Sign-in options

Once you have created your account and logged in you will need to determine your Profile
name. This can be done by selecting the Profile page from the upper right menu of the
Microsoft Learn Portal



https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/learn/

B” Microsoft | Learn Products - Browse Al Certifications Search

Daocs Learn % Theme LEVEL1 TG 1400/1798 XP BrentMcConnell-4...
—

BrentMcConnell-4675
WELCOME TO

Microsoft Learn

Introducing a new approach to learning

brent@contoso.com
Profile

Host a web ap| Sign out

service

Meodule - 7 Units

The skills required to advance your career and earn your spot at the top do not

come easily. Now there's a more rewarding approach to han learning that

helps you achieve your goals faster. Earn points, levels, and achieve more! Get started with Azure by creating and hasting a new website
with Azure App Service.

S earning for fre

Once you have determined your Profile name you can register for the Cloud Skills Challenge by
entering your Profile name, selecting “l agree to the Challenge Participation Acknowledgement”
and pressing the “+ Add” button.

You will need a Microsoft Learn account before your can register for a Cloud Skills Challenge, see https:/faka.ms/csesignup for more information on creating
a Microsoft Learn account.

Challenge Name

Contoso Ltd.

Type

Growth

Start Date

08-10-2019

End Date
1-1-2019

Enter your Microsoft Leam profile name or

htips:/ftechprofile microsoft com/en-us/

BrentMcConnell-4675

Cl Par A The user information you provide (including your usermama, display name, avatar image, biography, your job title and organization and your user achievemants)
may be viewed by others for purposes of conducting a leaming challenge. You are only required to provide a username and display name in order to participate. Microsoft may also collect and publicly display
your learning activity to the challenge leaderboard during the specified duration of the challenge. Your privacy is impartant 1o us. Please read our Privacy & Cookies as it describes the types of data we collect
from you and your devices, how we use that data, and the legal bases we have to process that data.

¢ | agree to the Challenge Particij

+ Add X Cancel

Ack led it
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