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‘SAVINGS
BONDS
HEADQUARTERS U. S. MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON 25, D, C.
15 January, 1947.
From: : The Board appointed to determine the identity
of personnel who participeted in the Mt.
Suribachi flag-raising.
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps.
Sub ject: The identity of persomnel who participatsd in
the Mt. Suribachi flag-ralsing as photographed
by Mr. Joe Rosentbal of the Asscciated Press.
Reference; (a) CMC 1tr dated 4Dec46, 1240-10, DGA=-11l53-]g.
Enclosure: (A) Report of the Board appointed to deter-

mine the identity of personnel who
participated in the Mt. Suribachi flag-
raising as photographed By Mr. Joe
Rosenthal of the Assoclated Press.

X (38 In compliance with reference (a), the Board's
report, Enclosure (A), is submitted herewith, Enclosure (4)
inecludes &ll correspondence pertaining to the investigation.

P. 2.&.. aaﬁ.“"m: Ty o

Ma jor General, U. S. Merine Corps,
President.
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REPORT OF THE BOARD
APPOINTED TO DETERMINE THE IDENTITY OF
PERSONNEL WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE
MT. SURTBACHI FLAG RAISING
AS PHOTOGRAPHED BY MR. JOE ROSENTHAL
OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS.

I. AUTHORITY.

2. The Board was convensed by CMC ltr dated 4Dec48,
1240-10, DGA-1155-jg.

II. MATTER INVESTIGATED.

B The Board met at 1300, 4 Decembsr, 1946, all
, members being-present.

4, The cepnvening order, hersto prefixed, was read
end the Board decided upon following the usual procedure for

an investigation.

Bl ‘ The Beoard examined the followilng documents, at-
tached as exhibita: _

A. Copy of photogreph taken by Mr. Jos
Rosenthal of the Suribachi flag-raising on 23 February L945.

: B. Memorandum for Commendent of the Marine
Corps from Director, Divislon of Public Information, dated
18 November, 1948, with enclosurss (4) to (L).

G. Memorandum for Commandant of ths Merine
Corps from Director, Division of Public Informabtion, deted
27 November, 1946, with one enclosurs. i

6. Consideration of all these documents, sspec-
ially Enclosures A and B of Exhilbit B (sworn statements of
Mr. John H., Bradley and Mr., Rene Gagnon), supported a conclu-
sion that the following men were the particlpants in the
historical flag-raisieg atop Mt. Suribachi photogrephsd by

' Mr, Joe' Rosenthal on February 23, 1945:

P.F.C. Franklin R. Sousely (942297)
Sergeant Michasl Strenk (275228)

P.F.C. Ira H: Hayes (448804)]

P.F.C. Rene A. Gagnon ({B808276)

Phar. Mate 2/c Jobn H. Bradley (B8681681)
Sergeant Henry 0. Hansen (266047) -




T In order to clear up the point as to whether
or not the late Corporal Harlan H, Block (820595) was a par-
ticipant as alleged in Enclosure (I) to Exhibit B (copy of
. letter from former P.F.C. Ira H. Hayes to Mrs. Block) the
Board declded to submit written questionnaires to the fol-

lowing persons:

(1) Captaln Dave Elliot Severence, USMC
(OlllOl), Commanding Officer of Company E, 2d Bn, 28th
Marines, 5th Merine Division from Merch 1944 to August 1945.

(2) Captein Harold @. Shrisr, USMC (018234},
reported patrol-leadsr of the patrol which participated in

subject flag-raising.

B. In addition, the Board decided that a mewber
of the Board should interview former P.F.C. Ira H., Hayes,
confronting him with the conflicting affidavits of the

other two survliving participants of the flag-raising. The
Board then adjournsd.

9, The Board met at- 1:00 p.m., 13 December, 19486,
and all members of the Board were present. Lieutenant Colonel
Sutter presented a statement concerning his inbterview of
former P.F.C. Ira H. Hayes, elong with two affidavits, an
annotated photograph, and an snnotated pamphlet obtained firom
Mr, Hayes -- all attached hereto, and marked as Exhibit D.

10, The Board examined the documents constituting
Exhibit D and decided upon the following action:

(1) That Lleutenant Colonel E. Hagenah should
be interviewed by the Board as soon as practicabls.

(2) That Mr. Bradley and Mr. Gagnon should be
informed of the contents of Exhibit D (contradictory affida-
vits from Mr. Ire H. Hayss) and be requested toc comment.

, (3) That a questionnaire be mamiled %o former
Sergeant Thomes J. Hermanek, Jr., in order to verify state-
ments made by Mr. Ira H. Hayea.

(4) That no contact with former Corporal Short
nor P.F.C. Cotter was necessary because identification of
Sergesnt Henry 0. Hansen in ths Suribachil group picture was
verified to the satisfaction of the Board using Sergeant
Hsnsen's officiel rescord.




_.,_

11, ~ Beveral informal meetings were held between
15 Decenber 1946 and 12 Jamuary 1947 in order to evaluate
1ncoming correspondenca and determlne necessity for originat—

~ ing further inquiry.

12. The Beard met at 10:30 a.m, on 13 January
1947; to consider all evidence recently obbained, intluding
letters newly recelved from former P.¥.C. Gagnon, former
Phar. Mate 3/c Bradley, and former Corporal Thomas J.
Hermanek, Jr., -- all enclosed and marked Exhibit "E",

13, After exhauﬂtive'analysis of dl1 the evidsnce
availabls, the Beard decided that the investigation was
complete, and that the evidence supportied certaln conelu-
sions.

III.. CONCLUSIONS.

14. That the figure shown on the extreme right
(et foot of flag pole) in Mr. Joe Rosenthal's photograph
of the Mt. Surlbachi flag-ralsing has been incorrectly
ldentified since April B8, 1945 as being Sergeant Henry O.
Hansen (266047), now deceased.

15, That, to the best of the ability of the
Board to determine at this time, the above-mentioned figure
is- that of Corporal Harlan H. Block (B820595), also deceased.

16. That the incorrect identification was caused
by a combination of factors, which ineclude:

(a) Mr. Joe Rosenthal'!s failure to take names
of the participants because he believed the photogreph to
have been blurred by movement and consequently rulned.

(b) The fact that three of the glx actunl
partlcipants were killed in action prior to the initistion
of inguiry into the 1dantity of the participants.

(c) The reluctance of former P.F.C, Ira H.

Hays s (448804) to be identified as = participant or to re-

turn to the United States at the time the first inquiry was

‘mede at Iwo Jima, in early April, 1945,

L (d) That the original officiaml identifica-
tion wae made in Washington with the nelp of Messrs. Bradley
and Gagnon, both of whom were bystanders who merely helped
ﬁhe four-men patrol raise the flag.




(e) The need for haste im identifying the par-
tilcipants (in order that they be present for the 7th War Loan
Drive) precluded & more thorough investlgation originelly.

"IV. OPINION.

17. The Board unanimously agrees that as a result
of its Investigation the following named men participated in
the Mt. Suribachi flag-raising shown in the photograph taken
by Mr. Joe Rosenthal of the Associated Press and that they
appear as revealed on the accompanying annotated print:

1. Corporal Harlan H. Block (B820595), dscaassd.
2. P,F.C. Rene A. Gagnon (B08276). -

3. Phar. Mate 2/c John H. Bradley (868168l).

4, Sergeant Michael Strank (275228), deceased.

5. P.F.C. Ira H. Hayes (44B8804).

6., P.F.C. Franklin R. Sousely (942297), deceassd.

V. RECOMMENDATIONS.

18, That the records of*Headquarters, U. S. Marine
Corps be corrected to agree with the opinion of this Board --
namely, that the name of Corporal Harlan H. Block (820595),
deceased, be substituted for that of Sergeant Henry 0. Hansen
(266047), deceased, as identifying the filgure on the extreme
right (at the foot of the flag pole) in the subjsct photograph
taken by Mr. Rosenthal.

19. That enclosures A, B, and ¢, letters informing
certain interested parties of this change in ldentification
of one figure in the photograph, be signed by the Commandant
of the Marine Corps and mailed prior to any public release of
the informetion.

20. That no official blame be aszessed any indi-
vidual in the Naval Service because of the number and
diversity of factors found to have been contributory to the

orlginal error.
P. A. del Valle, —~~

¥a jor General, U. 2. Harine Corps,
Presldepk.

W, T, ciémégé?:i;“°‘““°;:%;#z;ﬁ”

Brigadier General, U. S. Marine Corps,

G ﬁembe?m
A SuEter, o

Hieutanant Golonel U. 8. Marine Corps.
ember and Recorder.
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15 Jenvary, 1947

- Dear Mr. Hansaeny

This is in regard to the ldentificaticn of the

" pETtloipants in the Mbt. Suribachl flag-ralsing which oc-

curred on the lsland of Iwo Jima on February B85, 1945, as
it was photographed by HWr, Joe Romenthel of the Assosiated
Press, '

On September 8, 1946, a letter was received fyom
Mrs, E. F. Block (mother of Uorporal Harlan H. Blook, ‘USMGC,
now deceased). Mprs. Blogk enolosed s letter writben hey
by former Marine P.0.,0. Tra H, Hayesa, who 1s ope of the
three living participants of the subject flag-raiging.
Mr, Hayes stated that the figure shown on the extpeme right
(at foot of flag pole) and previougly identified as the 7.
figure of your son, Sargeant Henry 0. Hensen, was in fact
Oorporal Harlap H., Block, now deceased.

I appointed a hoard of officers mnd directed that
they investigate thoroughly all circumsbances atigrddnt to
the teking of the photograph end the subsequent ildentlfioca-
tion of per=mommel shown. The efforts of, the board were
directed toward determining the corrsct ndmes of the six
men who appear in the photograph.

, Today, on Januayy 15, 1847, T have the board's
réport before me and it finds the following six men ars
ghown in the subject picturse:

Corporal Harlen H. Block (820598), deceased.
P.F.0. Rene A, Gagnon (808276),

Phar, Mate 2/oc Join H. Bradley (8681681).
Sergeent Michael Strank (27622B), deceaszed.
P.F.0. Ira H. Hayes (448804),

P.F.C. Franklin R. Sousely (942297), deceased.

The above list differas fraom the ldsntification
snnounced on Aprll 7, 1945, in that Corporal Bleck's name

"hag been substituted for that of your sonis, Ths investi-

gativon established that the error arose from the fact that

ENCLOSURE (A)

| ( Ca.;PY)




Mr. Resenthal falled to obtain the nemes at the time he took
the phobogdraph becsuse he belleved it wes net p suceegsinl
ené, B8ince both Sergeant Hansen and Corporal Block were
present.on| Supibachi at the time and P.F,.C. Hayes, only
swivivor of the four men sent to set up the flag, was
reluctant #§ balk, the statements of Gagnon and Bradley were
takeh as the best evidence then ayailable.

I wigh to describe the thoroughness of ths inves-

'tigation- hich has just besn completed: .
. (1) /A member of the board travelled to Phoenix,
.. |/Arizona, and inberviewed former P.F.C, Irs H.
| ‘Hayes; the most competant living partleipant.

z (2)" Questionnaires were sent to Captain Seviirancs;
| ¥ Lieutenant Schrier, former Uorporal Hermanek,

/' and former F.F.C. Gagnon and Phar, Mate Bradlay
(the latter two being the anly other 1living
particlpants). ' :

(3) When all parties were cognizant of the details
of P,F.C, Hayes! statement, they wewve eitHer
in complete agreement (as wsre Bradley snd
Hermanek) or imgble to contradict it (as were
Captain Severance, Lleutenant Schrier, end
P.F.0. Gagnon). : '

e I am personally convinced of the thoroughness and
feirness which charascterized this investigatien, and I
hdpe you will agree that, in fairness to all parties,
tHe Marine Oeorps was obligated to correct the misteken

entification. '

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

/s/A. A. VANDEGRIFT,
General, U,8.M.C.,
Commandant of the Marine Corps.

Mr, Henry T. Hansen
& Hendsrson Strest
Semerville, Massachusebts




IN REPLYING ADDRESS
COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

TASHINGTON 25, B, €. An
AND RLFER TO
SERIAL HEADQUARTERS U. S. MARINE. CORPS S?J

WASHINGTON
(r\\ : PUBLIC RELATIONS SECTION @d?
: %\ FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

19 April 1946

From: The Puplie Relatlons Officer,

To: - The Dlrector, Division of Public Relations,
Headquarters, U,S. Marine Corps,
Subject: Identificatlion of personnel in flag raising
photograph.
Reference: (a) Ltr AG-467-eilg, 2065-85 20 March 1946,
X The following 18 an identification and status of

the flag ralsers on Mount Surlbachl who were shown 1n the en-
largement of a square from a 16 mm. motlon pleture sequence photo-
_graphed by Marine Bergeant Willlam Gensaust,

2, Reading from left to right, they are: (1) Private
First Class Franklin H. Sousely, 20, (94229?) of Ewing Kentucky,
¥11led in sotion. (2) Sergeant Michael Btrank, 26, (275228)

121 Pine Street, Conemaugh, Penneylvania killed in’ action, ts)
Private First Glasa Ira Hamilton Hayes, (448804), of Bapchuls,
Arizona, Indian’ Agency, Gila River, The handa of this man on

far slde of pole are about all that shows of him clearly. He is
effective, and returned to the USA, (4) Private First Class Rene
A, Gagnon, 20, (B08276), of 43 Hollis Strest, Manchester, New
Hampshire effective and returned to the USA. (6) Pharmacist
Mate Second Class John Henry Bradley, USNR, (8681681) of 1112 West
8th Streetv, Appleton, Wisconsin, on far side of flag- pola, wounded
in action, {Note the helmet of this man 18 about all that shows of
him,) (6} Sergeant Henry O, Hansen, 26, (226407), of B9 Madison
Btreet, Bomerville, Massachusetts killed in actlon,

-, The above information was furnished by the Command-
ing Officer of "E" Company, -Second Battalion, 28th Marines, Fifth
Marine Division, All men were members of that outfit,

ROBERT L. JONES
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IN REPLY|NG ADDRESS SAVINGS
COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS BONDS
WASHINCTON 28, L C,
AND REFER TO
" SERIAL. HEADQUARTERS_.I U. S. MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON
AG-291-1%k

24 September 1946

MEMORANDUM ¥OR THE DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PUBLIC

INFOBMATTON, HEADQUARTERS, U. S. MARINE CORPS:

Subject: Information leading to the definite
. identification of personnel in
Mr. Joe Rosenthal's (AP) photograph,
"Marines Raise 01d Glory on Iwo Jima":
statement of E. R. Hagenah, Lieutman‘t".
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps.

Enclosures: (A) Ltr fr PIO, 5th MarDiv to Dir,
\ PubInfo, 19Apr45.
(B) War Bond Tour of Survivors,
Schedule.
(C) Press release (BApr45) by TSgt
Keyes Beech.

1. In accordance with the regquest of the
Director, the undersigned, after reviewing available
records and files at Headquarters, U. S. Marine Corps,
: submits thé following concerning his personal knowl-
2 edge of events subsequent te 23 February, 1945, the
date Mr. Rosenthal made his now~famous photograph on
¥t. Surabachl during the assault of Iwo Jima. :

On that date T was executive officer,
Division of Public Information, Headquarters, U. S.
Marine Corps, having assumed that duty during Septem~
ber, 1944, BSeveral days later (approximately 24 Febru-
arys I first saw Rosenthal's picture when it appeared
on ‘the front page of the Washington Post. It had beéen
radio-photoed from Guam to San Francisco and then wired
to the Washington Bureau of the Associated Press. The
picture caused tremendous favorable comment anmd I
recall contacting the AP office in Washington, request-
ing prints and caption as everyone expressed interest
in the nasmes of the individusls pictured. This infor-
- mation was not available although we did recelve prints.




3. About this time the first large batch
of eye-witness stories of the operations, written by
Marine Combat Correspondents were received at Head-
quarters. Also received, via officer messenger, were
batches of aetion still photographs and the first
motion-plcture reels, all of which had to be processed
and distributed to newspapers, and the newsreel com-
panies. These duties taxed the personnel of the Div-
ision to capacity, resulting in day and night activity
for a period of time. The publication of the action
piletures, considered by press experts to be the best
recelved of any combat operation to that date, resulted
in a lack of interest in the details of the Rosenthal
pleture. But this 1ull was only temporary and about
15 March, when mdny news-magazines were planning to
use the pilcture for covers and feature-pages, the
demand for details was renewed. During this peried
the Director, Division of Public Information often
regretted that the names of the men could not he
obtained and even expressed a hope that, once ldenti-
fied, they could be made available for further photo-
graphing and interview. By this time requests for
their return stateside were being received, This, of
conrse, was not considered feasible as they had not
vet been identifled and the operation was still in
progress. However, about this time, from a source I
do not definitely recall although I believe it was
from information relayed by a correspondent of the
Leatherneck and from captions received with soms
motion-picture reels, a letter (Ltr AG-470-eig, 2065-
85, 20Mar45) was rushed to the Public Information
Officer, Fifth Marine Division, requesting positive
identification of the personnel.

- 4, '  On or about 2 April, the Director,
Brigadier General R. L, Denig, advised me that a
dispatch (Marcorps Dis 29203 5 ordering stateside the
Marine perseomnel known to have participated in the
flag-raising picture, had been authorized by the
Commandant. We later learned that this action was
the resnlt of a personal request by Presldent
Roosevelt, whe considered their return and publie:
appearance a public morale factor.
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B On Saturday, 7 April 1945, Private
First Class RENE A. GAGNON reported in to Head-
guarters. . According to his serviee record book, he
had been transferred from Company "E", Second Battalion,
Twenty-eighth Marines, Fifth Marine Division on 3 April.
His-travel from Pearl Harbor had been by air. Upon his
arrival he was brought to the Director's office for the
first of several periods of questioning concerning all
facts and detaills, especially to secure the names of
the other participants. The first vital question
asked Gagnon was whether he had participated. His reply
was affirmative and I then asked if he could identify
himself, giving him an enlarged print of the Rosenthal
picture. He said he had seen the picture before bub
that it had been a newspaper clipping and not very clear
as to detail. After studying the picture for a few
minutes Gagnon then pointed to two figures, saying he
was certain he was either one or the other. Incidentally,
his first choice, the figure on the far side- (opposite
'Bradley) has never been questioned. I theh asked Gagnon
to name the others. He did so slowly, ecalling the names
‘of Strank, Bradley, Sousely and Hansen. He pointed out
that he had been sent up Mt. Surabachl with a new
battery for a "walkie-talkie" and had given a hand when
the new flag was ready to be put in place on the "long
plece of Jap pipe." He added he lmew all the men well
and that Bradley was "a Corpsman".

6. Realizing that Gagnon had only named
four men which, inecluding himself, only totaled five,
whereas a close study of the pleture revealed that
there were six, I asked him to give me the names
again, only this time to Jot them down. I handed him
a pencil end piléce of scrap paper. Hé wrote: Strank,
Bradley, Sousely and Hansen. - At my suggestion he then

added his own, a total of five, It Wwas then 1 asked
him for the name of the sixth man, pointing out with
a pencil the six figures. Gagnon studied the photo-
graph closely for several minutes finally admitting
that- there were six in the pictore. I a2gain asked for
the name of the sixth man but Gagnon only stared down
at the picture., Finally, after further guestioning,
he said that he knew the sixth man but counld not name
him. I asked why? After some further hesitation
Gagnon said that he had promised not to give his name
as ‘the man did not want to be identified,
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Gagnon was vislibly upset and realizing. that he was
fresh from combat, nervéus and under a strain, I
reasoned slowly and deliberately with him, insist-
ing however that he would have to name the other

man due to the many factors connected with the
picture, especlally his return stateside under
orders. Sometime later Gagnon very reluctantly

sald that the sixth men was "an Indian" and that he
was known as "the Chief'; bhils name was Hayes, Private
First Class IRA H. HAYES, Company "E', Second Battalion,
Twenty-eighth Regiment, Fifth Marine Division.

7 45 During the afternoon of -7 April, while
obtaining the names of the other men, Gagnon reported
that of the six, three Had been killed later. These
he listed as Sousley, Strank andHansen. Also that
Corpsman Bradley had.been wounded in the leg. I '
checked immediately with the Officer in Charge, Head~
quarters, Casualty Section and was informed that re-
ports had been received on Stank and Hansen as KIi,
that their next of kin had been notified, but as no
report had been received concerning Sousely, his name,
could not be released in any press story. However,
as it was most desirable that a release be made as
early as possible, the Casualty Section agreed to
accept an affidavit by Gagnon concerning Sousley's
death and positive identification prior to burial.

A copy of this affidavit (dated 7 April) is in Public
Information file "Iwo Jima Flag'. Following further
questioning and there being no need for him to remain
in Washington until Bradley and Hayes arrived, Gagnon
was granted liberty and left for his mother's home in
Manchester, N. H., late that evening. -

B The next day, Sunday, 8 April, with the
approval of the Director, Technical Sergeant Keyes
Beech, a Marine Combat Correspondent, who returned a
few days prier to Gagnen as one of five correspondents
ordered stateside to write a "popular priced book"
(The Marines on Iwo Jima) a project approved by Head~
guarters, prepared the first press release. Beech
had landed and covered the operations of the Twenty-
eighth Marines and kmew many men in "E'" Company.
Gagnon's affidavit on Sousely had been acted upon but
twenty-four hours had to elapse before any release
could be mede so the Beech story, the first on ths
survivors and those killed, was distributed "for
immediate release" at approximately 1700 on 8 April,
the undersigned personally driving Beech to the
various press assoclation offices.
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Early'Monday, 9 April, with the
approval of the Director, who had directed me to
handle all detalls concerning the project in addi-
tion to my other duties, I requested that Hayes be
ordered to Headquarters. This was approved and
Marcorps dispatch dated 9 April was sent to Command-
. ing General, Fifth Marine Division. To the best of

my knowledge, I also on that-date notified the
Bureau Medicine and Surgery that Bradley, the Corps~
man, was a participant. Later they requnested that
Bradley be included in any honors to be accorded
Gagnon and Hayes and his return to Bethesda Naval
Hospital was authorized. Alsc on that date the AP
stated they were immedlately releasing the original
Rosenthal phote revealing the partiecipants with -
ldentification arrows.

10, On 19 April, Private First Class Hayes
reported 1n to Headquarters. A check of his service
record book shows that he was transferred 15 April by
air. Bradley also arrived about this time.

o i In the meantime the War Bond Division
of the U.S. Treasury, learning from the press that
the survivors were being returned to the states,
regquested thelr services for a coast-to-coast tour of
the country. This was approved and Mr. Ted Gamble,
the Director of the War Savings Divisiocn, called to
advise me that Gagnon, Hayes and Bradley would be
received by the Pre51dent (Truman, as President
Roosevelt had died on 12 April) at the White House
on 20 April. Gagnon was recalled from Manchester
and he met Hayes in General Denigls office on either
18 or 19 April. Hayes was sullen at first although I
learied later that he "forgave" .Gagnon for revealing
his identity. Bradley, Hayes and Gagnorn were photo-
graphed as a gronp and individually, there being a
heavy demand for press plctures of them,

12, Upon Hayes' arrival he was immediately
guestioned and confirmed the nemes of those given
‘earlier by Gagnon. He did make one major correction.
That concerned the identification by position of three
men in the picture. We had originally spotted him at
the far left as the figure with the poncho cn his
back. He insisted that he never.carried a poncho but
that he always carried a Carbine, such as the figure
second from the left.
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It was then agreed, after some discussion that the
figure with the poncho must be Sousley. Moreover,
Hayes ldentified Bradley as the man with the Corps-
man's kit and pistol, whereas we had been reluctant
to agree that Corpsmen carried sidearms and had
n;;rked Bradley on the far side with hands just show-
s g. : A »

13, Upon Bradléy's return I met him at the
Washington Airport. He Iimmediately agreed that the
men named were in the picture and stated that he knew
them all well. He, too, identified himself as in the
ciﬁter foreground and reluctantly admitted carrying
s earms. g v

14, Early on the morning of 20 April, I
escorted thé three men, Bradley (on crutches due to
foot and leg wounds) Hayes and Gagpon, to Mr. Gamble's
office in the Washington Building where a huge press
conference had been arranged. The three were questioned
in great detail and at length. Following the conference
the group crossed to the Treasury to mest the Becretary,
¥r, Morgenthau, who later escorted them to the White
House to meet the President who was preparing to open
the 7th War Loan drive by receiving them and accepting,
as symbolic of the drive, a painting of the photograph
by Mr. C. C. Beall, nationally-known artist. Later
that day I took the three men to the U. 8. Capitol for
lunch. DNews of thelr presence spread and they were
taken to the Reception Room to meet their Senators,
then they were escorted to the floor of the United
Btates Senate where they were Introduced individually
to the entire Senate membership who filed past them.
Following that the three men were introduced at a

private luncheon being given by the Speaker of the House,'

Mr. Sam Rayburn, to members of the House. Later they
joined the Congressional party attending the opening
ball game at Griffith Stadium where, standing as a trio
at home-plate, they were accorded a tremendous weléome
by 35,000 fans., ' Following the activities of 20 April,
Hayes reguested and was given liberty and, as I recall,
flew to his home in Arizona. I believe Bradley alsc
returned to Manchester. ,

15 " About 26 April, in reply to the request
of 20 March, identification of Marine personnel. iIn Rosen-
thal's photograph was received by the Director.
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The letter, from the Public.Information Office, Fifth

Marine Division, dated 19 April (Enclosure A) stated

that ldentification had been made from an enlargement

of a 16mm motion picture sequence photographed by -

%aiine Combat Photographer, Sergeant Willism Genaust,
ater KTA.

16. On or about 8 May, Hayes, Gagnon and
Bradley returned to Washington preparatory to starting
out on the nation-wide Bond Tour scheduled to open in
New York on 11 May. <Complete schedule (Enelosure B).
During their appearance in Philadelphia the men visited
the Quartermaster Depot where their summer service was
tailored. On this Bond Tour and upon request of the
U. 8. Treasury, the three men were accompanied by
Technical Sergeant Keyes Beech, who acted a3 guide,
adviser and NCO in charge.

175 On 15 May, during a routine telephone
check on arrangements, Beech rather reluctantly advised
- me that “the Chief", as he called him, was "not happy",
appeared "confused" and, when in these "moods", was
troublesome. As Hayes was in an ad]oining room, I
requested to talk with him., He said he didn't "go for
all the fuss being made over him" but assured me he
would "do better". This was repeated again on 22 May,
when the party was in Detroit. Severazl days later
Hayes was ordered back to the Fifth Marine Division on
NTX orders from Headquarters to Officer in Charge,
Central Procurement Division, departing by commercial
air the night of 24 May. On 25 May, Hayes departed
San Francisco by air for Pearl Harbor. The others,
Gagnon and Bradley, accompanled by Beech, completed
the tour which closed in Washington at a hnge rally,

4 July 1945. On 5 July, Gagnon was ordered to Camp
Pendleton with 10 days' delay and 5 days' travel time.
Bradley returned to the U. 8. Naval Hospital, Bethesda.
The undersigned was ordered to the West Coast on

22 June 1945, later proceeding directly te the Pacifie
and upon completing assigned mission in Japan, returned
stateside, resuming duties at Headguarters on 28 Sep-

tember 1945,

18. Knowledge that Hayes in a letter to the
deceased Marine's family, recently published in the’|
press, had stated that the figure on the far right of
the Rosenthal picture is Private First Class HARLAN BLOCK,
later KIA, and not that of Sergeant Henry 0. Hansen, came
as a distinet shock to the undersigned.
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At no time do I recall Harlan Block being mentioned

in any of the many conversations with either Bradley,
Hayes, Gagnon or Beech. To the best of my recollection
I have never heard of Block in any discussions concern-
ing definite identification of the figures, nor have

I seen Block'!s name in any printed matter or corres-
pondence, either personal or official until I read a
copy of Hayes' letter to the Block family, excerpts

of which were printed in the recent press 'story.
Following the publication of Hayes' statements to the
Block family the story was hendled by the United Press,
and one of their Washington men called upon me for
additional data or for econfirmation or demisl. Unable
to confirm or deny Hayes' statement, I outlined the
sltuation in some detall to the UP reporter whe finally
stated that he falled to see how Hayes could make such
charges in the light of what facts were available at
Headquarters.

19. On 22 September, personally concerned with -
Hayes'! letter and charges, the undersigned telephoned
Bradley at his home in Mllwasukee. As he was not at home
I was relayed to his business office although it was Sun-
dey. Bradley, who had not seen or even heard of the
letter to the Blocks, expressed surprise that Hayes should
make any such statement. He was certain that Block was on
Mt. Surabachi that morning but that he was not in the
Rosenthal picture. Bradley stated that he was still
certain that the figure placing the pipe in the pile of
stones at far right was Sergeant Henry.0. Hansen. More-
over, Bradley said that upon request he would forward a
written statement to that effect.

20, _ The undersigned desires to state that the
above is related to the best of his knowledge and that
due to thé pressure of events during and since his personal
contacts with the survivors that certain facts may not be
in proper order or that others may uninterdtionally have
been omitted. He does wish to again state that in any or
~all of his many discussions with the survivors or of the
event with others he does not recall hearing, reading or
speaking the name of Harlan Block.

Respectfully,

E. R. HAGENAH .
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S8. Marine Corps
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- Sep 19,1946
Dear Mr. West:

Your letter dated Beptember 7, directed
to the Commandant, with enclosures, relative
to the possibility of Mr. Block's son having
been a participant in the Iwo Jima flag rals-
ing, has been recelved. _

The identification of the group was made
with cere at the time the photograph attracted
such wide attention. It ig felt, however, that
the belated statement of one of the survivors,
Ira H. Hayes, merits re-examination in view of
its importance to the family of E. F, Block.

A thorough investigation of the case will be
made and you willbe adviged of the findings
ag goon as practicable.

In this conneection,l have to advise that
due to discharge of practically all personnel
involved, the investigation will @oubtless re-
guire & considerable time.

. Thanking you for your interest and with
sincere respects to Mr. Block, I am

Sincerely yours,

A, H, TURNAGE, .
Major General, U.S.M.C.
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Acting

Honorable Nilton H, West
House of BRepresentatives
Washington, D. C.
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4, A radio news repert ovex*?a
12 Degember),” 1946, carried ths stateme:
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picture as being those I have listed 1:1 pan"graph (1)
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COMMANDAHI OF.THE, MARINE CORPS
wmnumazs.n.e. £
ANG'REPER TO v
2 SERIJAL HEADQUARTERS U- s- MARINE CORFS
i WASHINGTON
iéa x/Q7"',/’j?77£f
(Daim )
From: My, Ire H. Hayes, Box 908, Bapuhulo Indian Agency,
. = . Gilla River, Ariz,
To t Commandeant of the Marine £orps. ]
Sub ject s Tdentification of individuals in Iwe Jima Flag
.Ralsing photegraph, Sﬁaﬁemgnh congerning.
L As & participant of  the flag raising on Mounb

Suribachi, Iwo Jima, photographed by Joes Rosenthal of the
Associatbed Press, I make the follgwing idennification of

those sesn in the subject photograph.
Lo FUC, AacdZiy X2 o
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Bworn before me ®this _/p  day of A_QP_MU_, 1946,
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10 December 1948.

o I, Ira Hamllton Hayaa, desire to make the following state-
ment: concerning the men who participated in the Suribachi flag
raising on 23 February 1945 as shown in the pictures taken by
Mr, Joe Rosenthal:

First, the six men present at the time and shown io the
picture are as shown on the attached affldavit over my signature.

Becondly, proof exists that Bgt. Henry O. Hansen (226407
could not be the persen clalmed at the foot of the Ilag pole
(numbered "5" on the attached photograph( because Sgt, Hansen was

. dressed at that time in Marine parachute beots, cloth patrol cap,
and was wearing crossed bandolesrs over his shoulders, He
habitually wore these boots with trousers tucked in, having been
a. parachuﬂ$t3t in the 3rd Marine Parachute Bn., My statement on
Spt’. Hensen's uniform can be verified by refsrence to a pamphlet
entitled "Iwo Jima" by Joe Rosenthal. On ‘the back ocover is a
ploture ¢f Bgt. Hansen dressed as I have stated, and I have
indicated on the pileture which is Sgt. Hansan. Thie pioture was
taken by Mr, Rosenthal about two minutes after the fleg ralsing
picture on 23 February 1946.

Thirdly, I endeavored to tell Lt. Colonel Hagenah at .
Matine Corps Headguarters. that Ygt. Hansen was'nt in the ploture
and Corporal Block was the one shown at the base of the pole in
the flag raising picture. He told me at that time that I was
to keep quiet about this because the men had already been -
identified publicly and the Bond Drive was to begin. He said
that it didnt matter so much since both men were dezeased
(Corporal Block and Sgt. Hansen).

Foui th, ¥Mrs Bloek wrote to me that other former Marines out
of E". Copany had written to her telling that her son was present
end in.the flag raising pleture and that I uas the one who could
Prove it..

Fifth, PFC, Donald Short and PFC. Willlam Cotter can -
identify Sgt. Hansen in the group plcturs. Bgt, Bhomas Hardierick
of Chicago, can identify Block as the man at the base of the flag
po%; in the picture because he was there at the time and Imsw him
well,

Last, in discuseing Block's presence with the other
‘Burvivors, Gagnon and Bradley, they admitted it might have been
Block to me, but were'nt sure, Bradley and "Gagnon wers nnot in the
patrol of four of us who went up Buribachl to raiss the large
flag. They were zlready up on the mountain when our four-man
patrol arrived at the top. Our patrol was led by Sgt. Strank
and included Corporal Block, PFC. Bpusely and myself,
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day of October 1946

Sworn to me this Zrd,

, B Couh, g
v 4 Kotary Public

‘.| My Commission expires march 7th,1948




| jmm 15, 1946

' smm BY,EE!E& EEEG-H.

s Any knowledge 1 pogsess concerniqg it@qnt:.fidation o1 N
the men in the RgSenthal picture of the flig raising’ on Mount 5,111*1'!::&0111 %
ig based on hearsay. Althopgh I was.attaohed *hjaqsgsgh‘jugr' Hy WHIGH'
ouﬁfit captured Moudt Suribachi, I was not predent when:t he:pioture was >

ken. Severu}, daya-later, whén’ newspaper R TR T8 TERG:
'fLTwo , I.went to 18b, 14, Hapeld G. Schrie: D
$0 reach the ‘top of Suribachi, in‘an'sffort bop
With the help.of Sohrier e,na-Fg‘@ iRéne A, Gﬁéu i
lef't -to right, as followe: PHC® l?rﬂnlt'].in Souslay
" Hospital Corpsman John H, ‘Bradley, 'PFC: Gagnon:and.
. It was not wmbil fy-return;to. Mam,ne Corps. heaﬂ. ;
of the cempaipn thatT'learned there. were ‘gl% Paiher Ghans
. ‘the picture, BRG Ggghon, Who al5o l:m “beﬂm re X pedibor X
- then, in the ;presenfia of Lts Coly E -Ra: Eagenﬁh 8.
sixth ian wa.s PFC.Ira Hi Hayes. Hayes; Gamnon ‘meidy-Had

with bodily harm if he re?aa ed [that he (Payes )
pigture. This was subgequsnsl u@:ari_m:ed BIHEay et o
Under. Gagnon!s new mfant;f.:’:‘ifa:a iog ‘Hayes' took the place of Str
 second man from the left ) ana Stranic ‘beoame the m' ‘Whose upre
© . rise at Hayes ! 'lefti'Tn an eﬁ@rt t0. 'sstEbligh ‘?QSI‘%TQ Shobipls
8 meeting wes held at Eethesda naval hospital-at Mhie @1 Hagenal; . -
Hnyes, Bradley and Gagnon, in edditlon to myself, Weme Dresent, Thimas -
then agreed by the thTee survivors; Hayes;’ Br.aﬁl&;r and Gasnf-m,. ‘bh&t; ¥
the piocture had at :Last been. oorreutrly iﬂ.&nti‘fied. N ' T
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COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS |
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TN REPLYING ADDRESS

WASHIHGTOR I, b, &

. /89010
HEADQUARTERS U. S, MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON
DGA-11553-]g :
DEC 4~ 1946
From; CJommandant of the Marine Corps.
Tot Ma jor General Pedro A, DEL VALLE, U. B,
Marine Corps.
'Subject: | Bogrd to determiné the identity of personnél
_who participated in the Mount Suribach% Flag
Raising as photographed by Mr, Joe ROBENTHAL
of the Associated Press. ;
i A board consisting of yourself éa Pregident and -

the below named officers as additional members is hersby
appointed at Headquarters Marine CUorps to meet at the call of
the President, to determine the identity of personnel who
participated in the Mount Buribachi Flag Ralsing ae photo-
graphed by Mr. Joe ROBENTHAL of the Associated Pregsi

Brigadier General William T, OLEMENT USMC, member,
Lieutenant Colonel Allasn SUTTER, USMO, member and
recorder, -

2. In the performance of 1ts dutiss, the Board 1s
authorized to contact any or all of the surviving perscnnel,
if neceesary, to 2id in determining the ldentification of the
personnel involved in the subject Flag Raleing. The Director,
Divigion of Public Information will furnieh the Board with all
information which he has on file in connection with the above:
subjeot.

2. The Board shall determinse who, in ifts opinion,
were the participants in the Mount Suribachl Flag Raising as
photograplied by Mr, Joe ROBENTHAL of the Amsocimted Press, and
shall make appropriate recommendation to the Commandant of the
Marine Oorps,

4, The Board 1g authorized to determine upon its .
own procedure, method of preparation of the record &f proceed-
ings and form of report.
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Bubject: Board to datermina the identity of per-
sonnel who participated in the Mount
Suribachi Flag Ralsing as photographsed
Ey Mr, Joe BDBENTHAL of the Assoclated -
Tress.
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5. Upon the complstion of the Board's progsed-
ings, the raport of the Board will be signed by the members
and the recorder, and will be submitted direct to the Comman-

dant of the Marine Corps, -
A: A, VANDEGRIFT 7 7
Oopy to: ' Dir Div Publie Information,

Ghiaf Detail Branch,

Ghief Control Branch (3).

co, HQBn

Executive Bection, Administrative Div (2).
Each officer namad

P e T .
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160 ENLISTED MILITARY OCCUPA. . AL BPECIALTIES

enemy defense, harassing enemy troops and positions, and in
defense against enemy aireraft, light armored vehicles, and enemy
counterattack. May perform supervisory duties incident to the
control, coordination, and tactical employment of one or more
machine guns and their erew members.

Must be capable of field stnppmg, assembling, reducmg stop-
pages of, and performing minor maintenance on weapon. Must
be capable of making rapid and accurate range estimations, and
of determining the speed of moving targets. Must know safety
precautions pertaining to overhead fire. Should be proficient in
the use of hand weapons, such as rifle, automatic rifle, carbine,
pistol, bayonet, and hand grenade. Should be proficient in the
technigques of hand-to-hand combatf.

606 ANTIAIRCRAFT MACHINE GUN CREWMAN 8
[AA MG CREWMAN]

As s member of a machine gun crew, loads, aims, fires, and
maintaing an antiaireraft machine gun such as the .50 cal. or the
20mm. May perform supervisory duties incident to the control,
coordination, and tactical employment of one or more antiaircraft
machine guns and their crew members,

Must be capable of field stripping, assembling, reducing all ordi-
nary stoppages of, and performing minor maintenance on weapon.
Must be capable of making rapid and accurate range estimation,
and must be able to determine the speed of moving targsts.

Nore—See also SSN 604,

607 MORTAR CREWMAN 8

Sets up, aims, fires, cleans, and maintains a 60mm or 81lmm
mortar. May perform supervisory duties incident to the control,
coordination, and tactical employment of one or more mortars and
thelr crew members.

“ “Must be capab!e of mounting and dismounting mortar and per-
forming minor maintenance on weapon. Must be able to estimate
range and deflection rapidly and accurately and to use firing table.
Must be thoroughly familiar with sight employed and with the
techniques of seating and sight setting. Should be proficient in
the use of hand weapons, such as rifle, automatic rifie, carbine,
pistol, bayonet, and hand grenade. Should be proficient in the
techniques of hand-to-hand combat.

609 CANVAS AND LEATHER WORKER 16
Lays out, cuts, sews, and fits canvas and leather materials in
the manufacture and repair of harness, saddles, tents, tarpaulins,
seat covers, and covers for equipment. May repair canvas and
leather working machinery.
Should be familiar with the care and preservation of canvas

PEESoNNEL
TAiRA uanss DALY,

ENLISTI]

610 ANTT
_ [AN
Operates as a member
antitank weapons as 3T
track or truck. May per
control, coordination, and
tank guns and their crew
Must be capable of per:
NotE—See also SSN 597.
611
Loads, aims, and fires
plane at aerial and grou
fire by tracer control.
Must be able to identif;
flight physical examinati
Nore—>See also SSN's 546, 1

612 ARMOI]

[ARM

An aircrewman who pe¢

CRAFT (SSN 911) and A

Must be fully qualified
611.

620 P

Inspects, repairs, and 1
life jackets, life rafts, an
Must have a CMC letd
recognized parachute rig

5 wa aua“is‘_n' FEI =E D E‘r@

t%u
Performs one or more
accounts of collection
reports, auditing vouche
penses, and performing
to approved procedures.
Must have general fan
concerning disbursement

Department.
Note—This SSN will be asi
626 FIELD LIt

[FLD

Operates and maintair
for illuminating airfield
the lights and power sup
an whirh it is monnted.
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Co E-2Bn=-28Mar-SMarDiv FuF WIA PAC 15Maras
~DATE AFMLJTHLIST PLACE OF APFT./CHLIST DATL ACTIVE DUTY Filﬂﬂllﬂrﬁlc‘ BTAJ MARITAL |HACE
23Dec4d Detrolt, Mich. No No | W
CAIL OF mIRIH PLACEC OF DIRTH MEGAL REBIOLNCE | AVEAD
28Jan26 Detroit, Mich
HEXT OF ®IN

Mr. & WMrs. Karl Schultz

EHEFICIARY (Hewe and Adsnus )

NAI\C

SOﬁULTZ.__,HaroLQ_Henq
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