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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS EDWARD L. VATTER,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as an Ambulance Driver of the First Medical
Battalion, First Marine Division, in action against
enemy Japanese forces during the assault on Peleliu,
Palau Islands, from 17 September to 10 October 1944.
Working under heavy hostile mortar and artillery fire
and often on the job for periods of eighteen and twenty
hours without relief, Private First Class Vatter drove
to the front lines and to first-aid stations evacuating
wounded to the rear area and, although his vehicle was
struck four times by enemy fire, successfully completed
all missions. Severely wounded on 10 October, while
engaged in evacuating patients from the front lines of
an assault battalion, he disregarded the pain and shock
and succeeded in returning his loaded ambulance to an
area of safety. By his outstanding courage, initiative
and devotion to duty, he served as an inspiration to
all who saw him, and his conduct throughout was in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service."

For the President,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.

R..Beaumont, Texas

B. .Beaumont, Texas
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
in presenting the 5IEVEB STAR MEDAL to

i PRIVATE EDWARD E, VAUGHT, USNC,,

[ =

g for gservice ns set forth in the following

= !

CITATION: ;

“For consplouous gallantry and intrepidity

: in action while serving with the Seccond Marine

; Raider Battalion during operatlons againet eneamy

Y Japanese forces on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islends,

e on November 30, 1942, When hils patrol sguad

B made a aurprinnﬂlﬂ!ﬁﬁlt against a sirong enemy
base, Private Vaught, with quick initiative and
high courage, boldly rushed into the group, ten

E times the strength of his'mguad, and with his

_ automatic weapon blazing, attrcked the Japanese
forces, contributing in a }argt measure to their
swift destruction. His grim determination and
indomitable fighting spirit were in keeping with

N ghe highgst traditions of the United States Naval

L,rQ o N eNlce. E

For the President,

Secretary of the HNavy.

:!'i""":,. A R Pampa, Mexas
o B- Csddo Gap, Arkansas
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The President of the United States takes plens-
ure in pmmﬂas ‘gﬁ SILVER STAR MEDAL to "

FIRST LIBUTENANT WILLIAM C, VELEMAN,
URITED STATES MARINE CORPS HESEKRVE,

for service &z set forth in the following

CITATION:
“For oconsploucus lan a1
n;wmrumuﬁlwafwgﬂ w |
Eﬁfﬁ.% mg«mm W..J ﬁm i
he assault on Okinawe

%t of Ma umm ta a atro

i‘dﬁ Son and for the wmﬁm af'ﬂm
euult&ﬂ. Mt Lisutenant Vi M

mmmmunnumm wachine gu
crews and ten riflemen to a position one
mnr»mmm«mxm wmw
provide the most effective fire possible, Vhen
an eneny mortar shell buret near his and 1t oone
uasaiﬂu paralyzed both lms Firet g}mmt
§?mm§f’ ma."zm :“ pm“ mlﬁmdu‘d
2 n 2 prone

te heswy enemy fire, he direoted the fire of
“man and the svacuatbon of casusltiss until all
“wounded had been remsoved and she ny had suo-
- wsessfully moved to ite assigned porition befors
ermitting himeelf to be evacuated, Hls outstand-
ing courage, determination and devotion to du
- were in luwmg with the hx@ust traditions of the
ﬁn&ﬁ#ﬁ fBtates Kaval Service,"

S i e e e e e R L T S —

e e T R A
-

For the Fresident,

B~Cleveland Hei ta, Ohio
B-Glanlm&,

b L SULLIVAN
Seorasiary of the Havy,
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mm momm of the mm ai;atas w:oa pleasure
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

o CORPORAL ROBERT J, VERBER,
A UNITED STATRS MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITAPION:

"por conspleuous gallantry and intrepidity
while serving a8 s Machine Gun Saction leader
e of Company H, Third Battelion, Twenty-sixth Ma-
I rines, Fﬂ'th Marine Division, in action against
& muy Ja ao tw on Iwo Jima, Volcano Is-
P lands » When his Piatm Leader
Y and the Senios WHFWhinissionsd OIfLcors of the
i:htoﬂn h&m mmltias while moving to a new
position, Corporal Verber immediately set up bis
?m in position to cover the platoon from enemy
ire end then began to organize the men of the
platoon imto a Mmiw line and to evacuate
the wounded. By repeatedly brav the heavy
hostile fire, be established am effective defense
vhich enabled the casualties $to be evacuated and
% prevented the Japanese from assaulting bie section
of the line. He remained with his men, continulng
hik beroic efforts, until he was wounded and evac~
e vated. His resolute courage and aggressive fight-
ing epirit were in keeping with the hisbaat tradi-
tions of the United ftates Naval Bervice.”

il

Vieis

s

For the President,
T e jouN L SULLIVAN

Secratary of the HNavy.
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Signed

: The President of the United States takes pride in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL peathumeanly to

PLATOON SERGEANT DOUGLAS A. VIBERT, JR.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

s e S

CITATION:

““For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
ing as Leader of a Mortar Section of Headquarters Company,
Second Battalion, Twenty-eighth Marines, Fifth Marine Divi-
sion, in action against enemy ]apmmterwwiw)‘ima
Volcano Islmda 21 Pebruary 1 945, Quick to act when a dan-

~ gerous gap developed between two Marine battalions attacking
the intricate network of hostile peshiens surrounding the base
of Mt, Suribachi, Platoon Sergeant Vibert unhesitatingly led
his section forward and, moving under cover of darkness in the
~ face of repeated infiliration attempts by the enemy, succeeded
mjmmmammwmmpmm
cagualties to hie small force. Coolly vigilant throughout the
night, he fearlessly exposed himself to vicious grenade and
small-arms fire as he moved constantly up and down his line,
maintaining close contact with his men and encouraging them
- to hold throughout the remaining night hours, When three of
his men were killed and another three wounded by Japanese
grenades, hemntunydxreetodthammﬁmeithecumm
and then personally took over their position in an effort to pre-
vent a hostile break-through at that point, Although seriously
wounded while directing his troop’s fire against the final Japa-
nese attack, Platoon S8ergeant Vibert, by his dauntless tive,
indomitable fighting spirit and sound combat tactics, had in-
spired his gr eu?n to herolc effort throughout the fierce action
which resulted in the annihilation of sixty of the enemy, thereby
: contributing to the fulfillment of an extremely hazardous mis-
sion, His vallant leadership in the face of overwhelming odds
upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service,
mmmrpmmm:nmmamcm”

For the mm;

R--Bomerville, Mass,

B--Medford, Mass, :
Secretary of the Navy.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL LOUIE F. VICKERS,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as an Ambulance Driver for the Fifth Marine
Division Field Hospital, during action against enemy
Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 4 March
1945. Proceeding to the front lines to remove casualties,
Corporal Vickers encountered a heavy enemy mortar barrage
and stopped to take cover in a cave. Inside the cave,
he came upon seven Japanese, one of whom shot him in
the leg. Quickly firing his .45 caliber pistol, Corporal
Vickers killed two of the Japanese in rapid succession
and, covering the remaining five, took them prisoners.
With the aid of another Marine, he delivered the captured
enemy to his Commanding Officer before having his own
wound treated. His quick actions, heroic conduct and
devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the
United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Kemball, W. Va.

B..Jenkinjones, W. Va.
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T e The President of the United Statep takes plessure in
(R presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously te

PAIVATE FIRST CLASS CLEMPHT M. VIERRA, USMOK.,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATEION:

"For m%:: lantry and utwg:n while
serving with ‘the Bir m&nei;m ttalion during
agiion | t enemy Japansse {orces near Kol-ari

mn i:% Solomon Ielands, on Rovember 29,
his p.

oon war held f;y hLeavy hmeu ‘,’_

Private Firast Class Vierre M %
the iusuo saghine-gun position, smerifieing his 1if B

a emmms attespt to sut 1t out of Mi«a&. Hi.i valiant
ting spirit in the face of grave

B . the h&ghtﬂ traditions of the Un M Mﬂn Haval
i muu. He gallantly gave his 1ife for his sountry.®
For the President,

JAMES FORRESTAL

AN T e
O T IS e TR i T, O

o e NSRS 2 B By T
AN WTIL w i e T T
(TR N = el 1) eI L oy S Tl

Secretary of the Eavy.

e !-r‘hm‘ﬁtﬁ, Calirf.

_Bn!o o .
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The President of the United States takes plcasure in pre-
senting the SILVER FTAR MEDAL to

- 8ECOND LIEUTENANT GEORGE C. VILLARET,
UNITEDSTATEE MARINE C@R% RERERVE,

for aervkta as set forth in the following
CITATION:

~ “¥or consplonous gallantry and intrepldity as a Platoon
Leadsr of Company ¥, Pecond Battalion, Fifth Merines, First
Marine Division, dnrinc action against enemy Japanese forces
eaamwa.mm Islands, on & May 1846, When his company
med down by intense enemy and was without radio
anjcetis ,smmmmvmwmummm
htam@ thmuhhavyﬂntothec#mpm Command Fost and
requested screening smoke. Wam to his platoon under the
same perilous conditions, he expeditiously withdrew his unit
under cover of the smakc mmwithaahﬂhnr losses despite e
the fact that the Company’s right fiank was completely exposed. b
After ‘withdrawal, Second Lieutenant Villaret and a corpsman i
rned to the evacuated position and sffected the rescue of a o
wounded man who was lying inan exposed position, carrying him
in their arms to a place of comparative safety because there )
were no stretchers available. His initiative, extreme courags S
and coolness under fire reflect dtreeu;upm Lisutenant Vﬁmu , R
and the United States Naval Servi <

For the President,

J0HN L suLLivaw
gecretary of the Navy.

R--San Antenio Tex.,
B--San Antonio, Tex.
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i The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
1- senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLARE ANTHONY M. VINCHOFEKY, 8R.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPE RESER'VE

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

i ““For conspicuous gallentry and intrepidity while serv-
ing as & Demolition Corporal of Company G, Third Battalion,
Twenty-ninth Marines, 8ixth Marine Division, in action against
2 enemy Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Ialands on 18 April
_While advancing with his platoon up the precipitous

s of a strongly-held Japanese ridge, Private First Class
Vinehs!sky located an enemy gun position. Without waiting for
orders, he proceeded twenty-five yards to the front of our
firing line, placed a demolition pack and blasted this key hos-
tile position which dominated a strategic location, thereby per-
mitting our entire line to advance. Then, although wounded
while posted at the exit of 2 tunnel leading from the gunposition,
Private First Class Vinchofeky remained steadfast at his sta-
tion and refused to be evacuated until the objective had been
taken, His aggressive fighting spirit was an inspirstion to his
comrades, and his devotion to duty was in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval gervice,”

For the President,

R--Mzhanoy City, Pa. FRANGIS P. MATTHEWS
: --Mahaney kg, Pe. Secretary of the Navy.

e p——




VINTON, Fred S.

SILVER STAR -Awarded by despatch 4-27-42, Filed on case 1740-55-65

Private First Class 269084

(Army ) Service at Ph. Is.

Previous Awards

Born:

Current Enl.:
Legal Residence:
Next of Kin:

Neone.

7-24-16 - Jackson, Michigan.
12-2-38 - Chicago, Illinois.
Jackson, Michigan.

Mrs. Cornelia Vinton, (Mother)

703 Bryant Avenue,
Jackson, Michigan.

]

=
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The President of the United States takes pride ln pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

CORPORAL CHARLES F, VOELKER,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For consplcuous gallantry and intrepidity while
gerving in a platoon of Company B, First Battalion,
Twenty-sixth Merines, Fifth Marine Division, during
action a%ainat enemy Japanese forces at Iwo Jima,
Volesno Islands, 21 February 154 When his company's
assault across the beaches wag porarily halted by
a hell of fire from a2 flercely defending hostile
force in & pillbox, Corporsl Voelker boldly crewled
out in advance of his platoon end, ignoring the
intense small-arms fire immediately concentrated on
him, pressed forward relentlessly to a position where
he could bring fire to besr upon the emplacement from
his antitank rocket launcher, Pouring round after
round into the fortification, he destroyed the formi-
dable strong point before he was fatally wounded
after heving expended his lsst shell, His courage
and zealous devotion to duty in volunterily undere
taking this hazardous mission inspired his comrades
to renew their attack and achleve thelr objective,
thereby reflecting the highest credit upon Corporal
Voelker and the United States Naval Service, He
gallantly gave hig life for his country."

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy,

R--Crafton, Pennsylvanis.
B--Crafton, Pennsylvania,
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The President of the United Siates takes pride in pre-

senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CORNELIUS A. VOERMANS,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
~ CITATION:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a Fire

- Team Leader, serving with Company C, First Battalion, Twenty-

ninth Marines, Sixth Marine Division, during action against en-

emy Japanese forces on Ckinawa Shima, Ryukyu Group, 15 May

948, While his company was attacking a fiercely defended

amese fortification which was firmly entrenched in the crest
of a hill, Private First Class Voermans advanced ahead of his
unit to a position which he could hurl grenades at the en-
emy emplacements, When his squad was forced to withdraw
due to the intensity of the enemy fire, he valiantly stood his
grnmi, calling for more grenades whieh he showered upon the
Japanese until he was martally wounded, His unflinching cour-
age, valiant determination & hemic efforts throughout re-
sulted in heavy enemy easuames and reflect the highest credit
upon Private First Class Voermans and the United States Naval
Service, He gallantly gave his life for his country,”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy,

R~ Tomahawk, Wisconsin
B~ Harrison, Wisconsin
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting
the SILVER STAR MEDAL to
CAPTAIN FRANK H. VOGEL, JR., USMCR.,

for service as set forth in the following

& CITATION:

T an

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action as Commanding
| Officer of Company "C", First Battalion, Third Marines, Third Marine
Division, in the landing at Capé Torokina, Bougainville Island, on
November 1, 1943. Discovering that his company had become completely
disorganized B‘m heavy enemy fire which killed his executive officer
and command group and destroyed his reserve platoon during the extremely
| hazardous approach to the beach, Captain Vogel unhesitatingly called on
b all Marines in his area to follow him and, courageously exposing himself to
' the intense and persistent hostile fire, led them in a daring charge through
the enemy positions to the objective previously assigned to his company.
' Upon reaching his destination, he reorganized his squads and platoons,
appointed leaders, reversed the direction of his advance and prepared
to attack the Japanese positions from the rear. Later in the day, he led
his company through dense jungle to the battalionfss initial beachhead line,
establishing an effective Combat Outpost which subsequently defeated
several enemy attempts to reenter the Cape Torokina Sector, and,
although he had no previous experience, successfully adjusted the artillery
fire across the front of the battalion's position. Captain Vogel's inspiring
leadership and heroic devotion to duty throughout these vital operations
were in keeping Wwith the highest traditions of the United States Naval
Service. "

For the President,
/s/ James Foreestal
Secretary of the Navy.

R-Columbus, Ohio
B-Columbus, Ohio

i Copy
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
senting the SILVER §TAR MEDAL to

§
 PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LOUIS C. VOIGT,
i UNITED §TATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

K

[ b3l “For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
K iaz wﬁh Company A, First Engineer Battalion, First Marine
ey Di\t#&i@n, in action against enamy Japanese forces on Okinawa,
=) Ryukyu Islands, € May : After extremely heavy hostile
mm and ma.ehim ad forced thntaetieal withdrawal

- N " '.Marine who had been ‘overlooked by the earpsmen.
L Undaunted by intense enemy fire and the difficult terrain, he
ran approximately four hundred yards to reach the casualty
and, upon finding that the man’s left leg had been completely

vered, assisted in applying a tourniquet fashioned from com-
ication wire and helped carry the wounded manon a poncho
% i aid station. His outstanding courage and devotion to
ﬂre were in keepmg with ths highest traditions of

For the President,
JORN L Suriivas

| Ea . Seeretary of the Navy.
2 3
Minm "
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PLATOON SERGEANT STANGCE VOLAR,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service zs set forth in the following
CLTATION:

“For consplouous gallantry and lntrepidity while
gerving a2s Leader of & Mortar Platoon of the Third
Battalion, Twenty-Fifth Mapines, Fourth Marine Diviglon,
in asction against eneny Japenese forces on the Island of
Tinian in the Marinanas, on 25 and 28 July 1944,
Braving a heavy enemy barrsage when he obgerved a large
nunber of hoetlle troops infiltrating close to our
front lines during a furioms Japanese counterattack on
25 July, Platoon Sergeant Volak moved forward %o ob-
serve and dlreoct the fire of his mortars and, bringing
the full power of his weapons to bear on the snemy,
gkilifully blasted thelr postilon and aided materially
in annihilating the Ja;gnasa forse, With our advance
temporarily halted by Tanatlc enemy resistance on 28
July, he held the fire of his platoon on the stubborn
Japanese strong polnt desplte palnful wounds received
in the bitter fire fight, steadfastly ocontinuing hils
relentless attsck and inflicting heavy casuaslties in
support of his company's vital mission. By his ag-
gressive leadership, indomitable fighting spirit and
tenacious determinatlon in the facge of terrific odds,
Platoon Sergeant Volak contributed essentially to the
ultimate conquest of this important Japanese base, and
his undaunted courage and decisive conduct throughout
s period of flerce hostillties wheld the highest tra-
ditiong of the United States Haval Service."

For the President,

IAJJES'P(IRHESTAL

s Secretary of the HNavy.
R--Washburn, ¥Wiso.
B--Washburn, Wisc.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS STUART J. VOLAN, U.S.M.C.R.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a
Regimental Intelligence Observer of the First Marines,
First Marine Division, during action against enemy

. Japanese forces in the Tenaru Sector, Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands, August 21, 1942. By his accurate and timely
observation and report of enemy activity, Private First
Class Volan rendered valuable service until the communica-
tion wire from his station to the Command Post had been
severed. Promptly taking a position on the front lines,
he engaged the enemy in furious hand-to-hand combat and
aided effectively in driving back the enemy with great
losses and in preventing them from establishing a foothold
on the western side of the Tenaru River. Later, when
action had subsided, he made his way through the bullet-
swept area to makKe his report to the Regimental Command
Post."

For the President,
FRANK KNOX

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Syracuse, New York. ;

B..Syracuse, New York.

That portion of the above citation underlined in red
should not be given either verbally or in writing to any
person without the permission of the officer in

charge of the Decorations and Medals Division.
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The President of the United Stntes takes
pleasure in presenting the aILVEB STAR MEDAL %o

PRIVATE OVIAH W. VO BEHREN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

! for gervioe as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspleuocus %allaatrg and Intrepidity

; uhlle serving ae an Automatic Riflemen of Company

! Firet Bsttalion, Twenty-cighth Marines, Fifth
narian Divieleon, during action ag;inﬁt enemy Jagfn

5 Rese foroes on fvo Jime, Voloeno Islands, 21

E ruary . Obeerving ihaﬁ hie glateen was pinned
down vy enemy maechine-gun and emall-srme fire,
Privata Von Behren 1:;@ rom hie ocovered position

: ing & near-by finai thrower tank, coolly

guided 1t ahead of the platoon, directing its fire

until two enemy pillboxes hed been destroyed, there-

by enabling the platoon to advence and gelzs 1ts

objective, Privote Von Behren's inltiative, coursge

devotion to duty in the face of intense enemy
fira upheld the hi eat treditions of the United
States Haval Ssrviee."

For the President,
WGHN L. SULLIYAK

Secretary of the Navy.

‘R--Detroit, Mich.
B. _q;reit, Mich.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
in pu:am:.ng the GOLD SPAR in lieu of a Second Silver Star

FIRST CLASE OVIAN W. VON BINREN,
TED STATES MARINE CORPS,

' for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:
“For conspicuous, gsllantry and intrepidity
while serving a8 & Rif in & Platoon of Conm~

B, FPirst Battalion, Twenty-eighth Marines,
!‘if Harine Divieslon, 1& action against enemy
Japanese forces® on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 1
Merch 1845. When his Platoon lesder was severely
wounded during & reconnsissance of enemy positions
well forward of the front linss, Private First
Class Von Behren and another Marine rushed forward
through beavy hostile small-erms fire and skill-
fully sdministered first aid to the stricken man.
Although driven back by Japanese hand grenade firve
as he and his companion attempted %o drag the wound-
ed officer to safety, he returned slone and assiated
him to a depression out of the line of fire. Ob-
-serving su enemy soldier crayling tawm the de-
pression not wore than twen hL » he killed
© the Jepanese soldier and, af mmmuu-
sistance, directed the evacuation of his Platoon
Leader to the Battalion Ald Station. His courageous
initiative and devotion to duty were in keeping
with the tai.ghaat traditions of the United States
,wm. Service."”

For the President,

| §~"qne"”° roit, Mich.’ Jot L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.




The President of the Unlied Biates Hakes pleas-
in o2 the Wg” ST4R in 1L ﬁoﬂ’ a second lg:

‘-'_"'———-

CIPATION:

Por the President,
OHN L SULLIvAR
Secretary of the Havy,
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ROBERT E. VOORHEES,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

‘ "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Eighth Marines,
Second Marine Division, during action against enemy
Japanese forces at Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, 22 November
1943. With his company pinned down and suffering heavy
casualties from heavy enemy fire emanating from a large
bomb-proof shelter, Corporal Voorhees moved forward with
four companions under intense enemy shellfire to a
favorable position for providing cover for the advancing
demolition squad. After the shelter had been partially
demolished and approximately one hundred Japanese troops
annihilated, he again advanced with his comrades as two
hundred of the enemy emerged from the entrance firing
rifles and light machine guns in an effort to withdraw
and establish a new defense. Engaging the outnumbering
force in close combat, he contributed to the success

of his unit in accounting for many more hostile troops,
thereby enabling the battalion to advance and occupy

the northeast section of the island. His courage and
devotion to duty throughout reflect the highest credit
upon Corporal Voorhees and the United States Naval
Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Eureka, Mont.,

B..Eureka, Mont.
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e ;amm of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
senting the  SILVER ETAR MEDAL to

UNITED ETATRES MARINE CORPE,

zarmma set forth in the foliowing
m'rm:

f_ sm Marine mwmu, in mm az mx Iapm

s on Oldnawa, lsiands, on 10 May 1948, Although
verely wounded when the intensity of Filie and machine-
ir méarwam wmwumum. Corporal

‘went to his platoon lesder to obtain permission to with-
draw from the high ground. Wounded agein while returning to the
‘i d, he mmwwmmmmrmm
-::mmnmeMy reorganized to continue the attack.
ire L.MWbmehmmmmw
s of the United States Haval Eervice,”

JOHN 1. SULLIVAN

Eeerstary of the Navy,




Pers328-hwb Signed  1/18/43

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT MAJOR VOUZA, B.S.I.P. CONSTABULARY
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity during
efforts in behalf of United States Armed Forces in the
British Solomon Islands. On August 7, 1942, Sergeant Major
Vouza effected a daring rescue and delivered into friendly
hands an officer of the United States Navy who had been
shot down in Japanese territory during an aerial engagement.
Again, on August 27, while proceeding on an authorized
mission for the United States Marine Corps to locate
suspected enemy lookout stations, he was seized by hostile
troops and lashed to a tree, where, rather than break his
faith or betray his trust, he submitted to brutal and
fiendish torture. Severely bayoneted about the chest and
throat and left for dead, sergeant Major Vouza, with great
strength and almost superhuman endurance, extricated himself
from his bonds and made his way back to our lines with
valuable information concerning the enemy Japanese.'
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