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The President of the United States takes pride in

presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWARD VAGOUN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as
Commanding Officer of Company A, First Battalion,
Seventh Marines, First Marine Division, in action against
enemy Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 14 May
1945, Subjected to intense enemy fire which halted the
forward displacement and wounded the company commander
during the execution of a passage of lines, First
Lieutenant Vagoun immediately assumed command. Refusing
to be evacuated despite a painful wound sustained a few
minutes later, he skillfully reorganized his company
and, with a minimum loss of time, moved it into a
position from which the passage of -lines could be
effected, personally reconnoitering the forward area
infested by Japanese snipers and heavy mortar fire in an
attempt to locate the enemy positions. His bravery, cool
determination and loyalty served as an inspiration to
the men of his command and reflect the highest credit
upon First Lieutenant Vagoun and the United States Naval
Service."

For the President
JAMES FORRESTAIL

Secretary of the Navy.

R..Garfield, New York.

B..Garfield, New York.

SSM w/perm. cit. & CMC ltr. was pres'd to Mrs. Ed. Vagoun,

widow of the late 1lst Lt. Vagoun on 23May47 by 0inC USMC DHRS,

Newark, N.J. by reg. mail.
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By dirssilion of the President, under the provisi ns of the act of
Congress approved 9 July 1918{Bull. 43, "D, 1818), a Silver Star is awarded by
the Uommmnding General; United States irmy Forces 1n the South Pacific Area; to
the rmmm enlisted men:

L8 L] L

LLITAN 8 VAHEY, (339602), Private First Class, United Stetes
tiarine Corpe Reserve, for lantry in action at New Georgle, Solomon Ielands, in
taking cherge of and directing the operation of the two machine gums in his gsege
tion for the balauce of an emgagment when his sectlon sergesnt and squad leaders
were wounded on 20 July 1943. Home addrese: 604 - 145th Street, Zast Chiocago,
Indiana. L

*HE wan ‘o

By Command of lLieutenant Gemeral HIRMOH:

A, J. BARNEIT,
Brigadier Genmeral, 350,
Chief of Staff.
GFFICIAL:

¥+ Be KENDRIOK,
Majory f« Go Doy
feat. W' ﬁm‘

. R==" East Chicago, Indiana
B=- Gary, Indlana 12-'?-20

HEVDOMVELES2 YiHWA PESRIOE pOMCED
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT GEORGE J. VAL, USMC.,
for service as set forth in the foliowing
CITATION:
“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as member
: amcmmwmﬁmmmmm Third

Marines, Third Marine Division, during action against enemy
s ierces n:l; Piva Farks, M&&Mﬂq, Eﬂm«n Islands,

T,.ﬁmmtheyemmmm,p_.'_.':.ymtﬂbuting
ummefﬁemmyntmsem ‘Sergeant Val's
ring initiative and zealous devotion to duty were in keep-
mmmmmmumafmwmmmm

| For the President,

B JAMES FORRESTAL
I ey Secretary of the Navy.
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The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS FRANK VALLEE, JR., USMCR.,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving with the First Battalion, Twenty-Fourth Marines,
Fourth Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese
forces on the Islands of Saipan and Tinian, in the
Marianas Group, from 15 June to 24 July 1944. Leading
his platoon in clearing operations on 12 July, Private
First Class Vallee discovered a large pocket of by-passed
Japanese troops and, expertly firing his rifle from the
hip as he led his men in a bold charge, engaged the
enemy in fierce combat and succeeded in annihilating
approximately fifty Japanese soldiers. An indomitable
fighter, Private First Class Vallee participated with
determined aggressiveness in the bitter assault operations
against both Saipan and Tinian and, by his intrepid
initiative, great personal valor and cool conduct in the
face of savage, unceasing opposition, contributed
materially to the ultimate conquest of these vital enemy
strongholds. His unwavering devotion to duty throughout
reflects the highest credit upon Private First Class
Vallee and upon the United States Naval Service."

For the President,
/s/ Artemus L. Gates

Secretary of the Navy.
Acting

R..Springfield, Mass.
B..0Oakville, Conn.

SSM, perm cit, ltr fr CMC pres by CO, Boston, Mass., 10-5-45
to the father of the late PFC Vallee, Mr. Vallee. Form pres.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JOSEPH A. VAN BELLE, USMC,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as gunner in a scout
plane, attached to Marine Aircraft Group FOURTEEN, on patrol over
New Georgia Channel, October 8, 1942, Though wounded four times
while under a devastating attack by an overwhelming force of enemy
fighter planes and intense anti-aircraft fire, Private First Class Van
Belle maintained constant and effective fire against the superior
opposition and succeeded in setting afire at least one Japanese fighter
plane. Largely as a result of his heroism and fortitude under fire,
the life of the pilot and the plane were saved. "

For the President,

/s/ Frarnk Knox
Secretary of the Navy.

Copy
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The President of the United States tm gi&e in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously

PRIVATE EDWIN H, VANCIL, USHC.,
for service ss set forth in the following
CIYATIONS

“Por gonspieuous gallentry and intrepldity as
: mor the mmmmmmuuma
atbaghed to the Second Tank Battallon, Hecond
Pivisien, during sstion ageinst enemy Japsness
:arm an ?m. Glibert Iﬁm, Hovember 20, ﬁ,

mmesmum hi.lt s offorts until .
he =as killed b rm. Mvth Venoille
relentless i ng sggressiveneass
m ’;hml.c «-uﬂ- 1y ocontributed %o
‘guscess of owr fereu in um ares eand were in
uﬂh the Iggfhu;' tmum of m‘mmﬂ:‘
States gallan gave his e
for his tmﬁ;fz 3
For the President,
JAMES FORHRESTAL

Seeretary of the Eavy.

ReYeln, Washington
8-Yolm, Washington
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS GEORGE R. VAN CONKELBERGE,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as a Machine Gun Squad Leader of Company B, First
Battalion, Twenty-seventh Marines, Fifth Marine Division,
in action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima,
Volcano Islands, 28 February 1945. With his squad
ordered to aid another platoon pinned down at the base of
a hill by hostile automatic fire that swept and dominated
the area during his company's assault on this vital
strong point, Private First Class Van Conkelberge
courageously moved fifty yards forward with his platoon
to a position where his unit was pinned down with the
result that no movement could be made forward and
effective fire could not be brought to bear upon the
enemy. Despite great danger, he voluntarily worked his
way slowly forward approximately fifty vards through
intense enemy rifle and automatic fire to a position
from which he could observe the two caves from which the
enemy‘'s fire was directed and, boldly returning to his
squad, stealthily moved his machine gun forward to this
same spot. Firing point plank into one of the caves,
Private First Class Van Conkelberge succeeded in
silencing the hostile weapon before heavy Japanese
rifle fire wounded him. By his cool and heroic actions,
he aided greatly in enabling his company to continue
its attack. His indomitable fighting spirit and
determination were in keeping with the hidhest traditions
of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R« Tatt, Calif.,

B..Long Beach, Calif.
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The Presldent of the United States takes pleasure
io presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEXANDER A. VANDEGRIFT, JR.,
UNITED STATES MARIRE CORPS,

for serviece as set forth in the following

CITATION:

“"For conspleuous gallantry and intrepldity as
Commending Officer of the Third Battallon, Tvwenty-
fourth Marines, Fourth Marine Dlvision, in action
against enemy Japanese [orces on IVo Jima, Volcano
Islands, from 19 to 24 February 1945. When his Bat-
talion vas halted by heavy hostl rtar and small-
arms fire durlng the Regiment's atiack egainst the
enemy's main line of defense, Lisulenant Colonel
Vandegrift unhesitatingly moved into Cthe fronl lines
and braved the intense f'ire to shoul words of encour-
agement Lo his men. Later, he skillfully meneuvered

is reserve company into & dangerous gap which had
developed on the right [lauk, end thus prevenied Japa-
nese infiltration of our lines 8t a critlesl ylme.
While he wa&s directing ihe attack of his Battalion,
he was painfully wounded andé evacuaied. By hils able
leadership, fortitude and aggressive {ighting spirii,
Lieutenant Qolonel Vandegrifi upheld the hi%he‘st tra-
ditions of the United States Haval Service.

R--Lyschburg, Va. For the President,
B--Portsmouth, New Hempshire

S8
o WLl

Secretary of the Navy.
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The President of the United Stales takes pride in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL peﬂthmoualy te

CORPORAL LOUIS T, VAN DE WALLE,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
: -'ingwi.th a Rifle Platoon in Company C, First Battalion, Fifth
arines, First Marine Division, in action against enemy Japa-
mlsa forces on Ckinawa Shima, Ryukyu Islands, § May 1 In
charge ofammunition supplies for his platoon, Corpor De
Wﬁh rendered vallant service as his comrades fought relent-
lessly against ﬂmmsmy'b continucus counterattacks the night
Lef;a‘i May. Whenthe suppfiysmmim beeame increasingly more
criticzl under the siress of prolongsd battle action, he took it
upon himselfto traverse the front lines despite constant small-
arms snd grenade fire, dellvering urgently needed ammunition
totroops deployed over ap,roximately twe hundred yards ofdif-
fleult terrainand, undeterred by the additional danger of attack
_ by infiltrating Japanese, tenaciously persevered in his determined
efforts as the bitter conflict raged throughout the grim night
hours, completing seven ofthese self-imposed missions before
dawn, Loyaland stouthearted inthe face of extreme danger, c:er-
poral VanDe Walle had enabled his platoon to repulse the enemy’s
desperate attempts to over -runthe gallantly defended positionand
_his intrepid conduct throughout Whem the highest traditwns of
the "ﬁﬁﬁﬂé States Naval Service,

Gaive BereTre :;g‘

‘g@r;i“ Mﬂs i .‘ M. £53 TR

3 ,,s.' 'i:"-"~'." e e \" ? “ 2 L”
. TOELL LS ‘::'J.f-;:;:.v;rs-xﬁ S % [ G » H&MES% I’@RRﬂbrﬁ‘Aﬁw - S R - e S N
g

<k yenade e " . b o e i N v o gt ey
TS T B 10 } Lm’ Gt ?n!j"‘ 14 ﬂl‘ 53 ﬁ RAa ¥ ¥ ".~-v.‘ 2 Lo 5 MRSy
= yer. Ap @
J

Btups 5T 0PA- THES AOMDY AUT 4o 38w,

ot ot Bt *W‘W em%ﬁ

R.--Kewanee, Illinois
B.--Kewanee, Illinois
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; The President of the United States takes pride in pre-
Bsatm the GOLD 8TAR in lieu of a second SILVER STAR MEDAL
sosthumously to

CORPORAL LOUIS T, VAN DE WALLE,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:
“Por censpicuous pgallantry and intrepidity as Acting
squad Leader of a Rifle Platoon, serving with Company C, First

fon, Fifth Marines, First Maﬂan D&vmen, mam@nagam
my ;ms& forces 'wrn ulr .

’Efaa.m ’@?aﬁa eecslly a,aﬁ é@mwmm%y ?ﬁﬁdﬁi‘&é h&mself 2 aiear
.ta.ggat for the Japanese weapon, thereby drawing hostile fire and
tricking the enemy into revealing the hidden gun position, Al-
though severely wounded asa resull ofthis daring maneuver, Cor-
_mmmwma, by his dauntless spirit of self-sacrifice, cool
decision and unwavering devetionto duty under critical conditions,
had enabled his men to locate and wipe out the Japansse strong
point, thereby making it possible to evacuate his stricken com-~
rades without further casualties. His indomitable courage inthe
jﬁm of great personal danger sustained and enhanced the highest
raditions of the United States Naval Service, He gallantly gave

_his life for his country.’

LY iy
i Lacks

R.--Kewanee, Illinois
B.--Kewanee, Illinois
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CONRAD L. VAN DIEMEN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as a Member of a Patrol of Company L, Third
Battalion, Eighth Marines, Second Marine Division, in
action against enemy Japanese forces on Saipan, Marianas
Islands, 22 June 1944. Assigned the mission of attacking
an enemy strongpoint, Private First Class Van Diemen
led the assault and destroyed five of the enemny,
thereby contributing directly to the annihilation of the
strongpoint. Killing six more Japanese in a later
engagement, he continued to render valiant service
throughout the operation. His courage and devotion to
duty reflect the highest credit upon Private First Class
Van Diemen and the United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..So. Sioux City, Neb.,

B..Spokane, Washington.
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The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS RAY E. VAN HORN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in
action against enemy Japanese forces while serving at
the Marine Barracks, United States Naval Station,
Guam, Marianas Islands, 10 December 1941. 1In order to
prevent our explosives and ammunition magazines from
falling into Japanese hands, Private First Class
Van Horn volunteered as a member of a three-man
demolition party and, in a light truck loaded with
hundreds of pounds of dynamite, drove at high speed
over rough roads to effect the destruction of a
magazine located more than a mile away from our own
troops. In constant danger from strafing and bombing
attacks by low-flying enemy patrol planes, he coolly
carried out his assignment, setting the demolition
charges and destroying all ammunition and explosives
in the magazine. His initiative, courage and devotion
to duty reflect the highest credit upon Private First
Class Van Horn and the United States Naval Service."

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy.
R..Kansas City, Mo.
B..Woodville, Okla.

SSM was presented informally to Master Raymond E. Van Horn,
son, on 17 June 1947.
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IT. AWARDS OF THE SILVER STAR:

T ——— I e

! By direction of the President, under the provi-

} slons of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull. 43,

; WD, 1918), a Silver Star is awarded by the Commanding Gen-
eral, United States Army Forces in the South Pacific Area,

; to the following-named officers and enlisted men.

! g 83 e

= N

States Marine Corps Reserve, for gallantry in action at
New Georgie, Solomon Islands,in crawling forward into the
face of heavy hostile machine-gun fire to within twenty-
five yards of the enemy position to ewacuate a severely
wounded marine on 20 July 1943. Home Address: 609 Leith
Street, Flint, Michigan.

| | LLOYD J, VANNATTER, (444505), Privabe, United

By Command of Lieutenant General HARMON:

A. J. BARNETT,
Brigadier General, G.S.C.,
Chief of staff.

OFFICIAL:

M. B. KENDRICK,
Major, AJG.D.,
Asst. A8J. Gen.

" R - Flint, Michigan

T A A Tt e g et

B ~ Gladwin, Michigan
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mﬂs mm z-mm, ia m%m %ﬂ
se forses on xus Jime, Voloans Islands,
5. &tﬁnr his Platoon i&&&nr bad been
1ded “BUE the Senier Hon-Commissioned 0{flser killed,
. rgeant Va ool sand of the platoon and,
r umg his men, amtiaw the attack mnr roeky
terynin. mmg g‘fm éayn the lines through heswy
smull-arne fire, he selsoted better pogis
lons Tor s&s guns andé located emewmy tareeta and ,
when one of his pun crews was subjested intense
Mostile fire from & pillboex end zll mewmbers besanme
spsuelties, menned the gun himeelf, moving forward
%o & g.ms.tm fyom which he msmxw the enemy oaw
supying the pillbox. By msﬁg his platoon in the
. destrustion of whiee enemy wechine guns and twenty
- Jep e mﬁrim directly to the suscess of
lods the highest redit. tpen. Sergeant von Bess
od es Naval Service.”

W

For the Fresideat,

| M& 3&2&’,, i .
en, Teres. L SHLUVER

Secretary '34’ %ﬁ m;
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The Prasident of the united States takos pleasure
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVAYE FIRST CLASE HENRY T. VAN OVERBEKR
" UNITED OTATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATIONS

“For consplecuous gallantry and intrepidity
while serving in & Rifle Platoon of Company K,
Third Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine
Division, in action inst enemy cumu forces
on Okinawa, R Is » 17 May 1 AS
the mission o uu].utng 2 smp : :

by the sne?rin well entrenched snd zam.:m
m&&hm, ivate First Class Van Overbeke coura-
geously led his men up the escarpment in the face
of devastetinp hend~-grensde, moriar and machine-
n fire, sustaining multiple wounds from shell
ragment and mnhm-gun fire during the sscent.
using to be evacuated despite his painful wounds,
m continued to meneuver his troops forward inte
sitions from which effective grenade and rifle
ire could be delivered on the enemy. Ordered
to withdray vhen it became spparent thet the po-
sition would be untensble for Lis smell group,
he ably supervised the withdrewel of his men to
, predetermined locatlon and, due to loss of blood,
was forced to submit to evacuation. By his initila-
tive, fortitude and asggressive spirit, Privete
Firat Clsss Van evorhch upheld the highﬂt tradi-
| t-i.m of the United atataa Haval Service."

e ?92‘ tm mammt,
S R-*«-Shélten, Washington,
B-=Shelton, Washington.

iy JOHN L SULLIVAR
9 | Secretary of the Navy.




) Silver Star APR 27 18 '
5L Awarded by dispatch 271542 Filed on case 1740-55-65
' Service at Ph,Is. ;

Previous awards - None

Born - 9-10-18 Jemestown, North Dakota.
Appointed from North Dakota 7-2-40.  (Pormerly in USA Res.)
Next of kin: Mother - Mrs. Abbie I. Van Ray
. ' P.0. Box 864,
Valley City, N. D.

Legal Residence~ Fargo, North Dakota,

Mgl

2
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The President of the United Btatss tokee
pleasure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL %o

FIRST LIFUTENANT ROY L, VANTIRE,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPE REBW,

for gservice ae set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For consplouous gellantry and intrepidi
as & Platoon Lesder of Company O, Firss httul on,
Twenty«first ¥orines, Third mma. Divielon, in
astion agatnst enemy Jspaness tercu on Iwe Jims,
Volaano , 28 Feb nm'r Assigned the
sbainat vall-antronthed pasiite troost duconiing
o - 2

ie hill, Firset Lﬁm&nuﬁ %m soura-
gmnl ed his men in the sttaek asmn intenge
snemy mortar snd umwm fire. 10ugh nd-
Jacent units were stopped, he ;ﬁnmﬂ 100C
in an attempt to selze the niil., Twice rmi
Piret L&outmat Ventine orgenized g third usmit
whiah resulted in the securing of the hill and the
capture of three Light and two heavy meohine guns.
By his skilled teotices and effiocient leadership,
ke contributed meterially to the unopposed advance
of the ad)scent units, and his outstending devotion
to duty was in keeping with the M.ghu% traditione
of the ﬁnits& atatu aval Bervice."

rni

For the President,
e L LSRERE

Seeretary of the Havy.

Re-Quanah, Texas.
. HB--Quansh, Texas.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT JOE E. VARGAS,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:
"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while

serving with Company A, First Battalion, Eighteenth
Marines (Engineer), Second Marine Division, in action

against enemy Japanese forces on Saipan, Marianas Islands,

3 July 1944. ©Under heavy enemy fire, Sergeant Vargas

brought the assault engineers up to a cave and moved in

flame throwers to lead the attack and, when one flame-

thrower operator was severely wounded, moved forward to

the wounded man and carried him to the rear for first
aid. Returning to the cave, he used demolitions and
grenades to dispose of this enemy position and two

others. His courage and devotion to duty reflect the

highest credit upon Sergeant Vargas and the United States

Naval Service."
For the President,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN
Secretary of the Navy.
R..Newman, Calif.,

B..Willows, Calif.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL CHARLES VARGO,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as a Platoon Guide of Company G, Third Battalion,
Twenty-ninth Marines, Sixth Marine Division, in action
against enemy Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu
Islands, 16 April 1945. Although wounded while moving
up a steep, strongly fortified hostile ridge with his
platoon, Corporal Vargo continued to direct the advance
of his men for a distance of fifty yards until wounded
again. Then, in an effort to bring accurate fire on the
enemy, he knelt in an exposed spot almost on top of a
hostile gun position and fired over the heads of his
men, inflicting many casualties on the enemy and enabling
the entire line to advance. When his well-aimed fire
was masked by the advance of his own men, Corporal Vargo
again moved forward to his position as platoon guide on
the line and directed the fire of his platoon until the
hill was secured. His indomitable fighting spirit and
devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Carteret; N«Jss

B..Carteret, N.J.
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The Preeident of the United Btates takes plesns-

urs in presenting the SILYER 9TAR MFEDAL to

SERGEANT RUDOLPH J. VAROGA,
UNITED STATES ¥ARINE CORPS RUSERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

QITAT ION

“For conepicuous ganmwy end intrepldity.
while nerving ss an Acting Platoon Lesder of Company
C, First Battalion, 'ﬁvmtr-mir& Barines, Fourth Ma-
rine Division, in sction sgeinst enemy J 1
forcee during the uagault on Iwo Jima, Voléano ls-
lands, 26 February 1945, When his Platoon Leader
and ﬂnﬁm Sergesnt were wounded in sn atbsck on
a heavily forti ua aﬁu{-—he}a hill, Berzeant Varoga
sssumed commsnd of the platoon =nd, desgite hesvy
hostiie fire, urgmzmd hle men for & continuetion
of the attack and led thez in sn sdvance of seversl
hundred yards. Although peinfully wounded, he re-
fused to be evsouated snd, obeerving %o his front s
strong force of Japaness troops forming for a coun-
teratia w&qﬁiy deploysd his men to meet 1%.
When the smsunition supply wes runaing low, Sergeant
‘E 5 moved frosm men Yo men and perscnslly directed
Tire of the mschine guns and sutomatic riflee in
ar&m- to geln the maximum effectivensss fros thelr

fire. By his guiek thinking and coolneze under fire,

Munt Varoga was largely responeible for the re-
se of the hostile countersttack with heavy less
» the enemy, end hils conduct throughout wse in keep-
ing with the h&ghut traditions of the United States
Revel Bervige.”

For the Fresident,
JOUN L SULLIVAR
Secraetary of _téhe Havy.

-a-rutaw Pannsyivanlsa.
@ B—»?it’ﬁaw Pennsylvania.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting
the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CAPTAIN WILLIAM 8. VASCONCELLOS, U.S.M.C.R.,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while a member of the
First Battalion, Second Marines, Reinforced, during action against
enemy Japanese forces on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, for the period
from November 1 to 12, 1942, On two occasions, Captain Vasconcellos,
with utter disregard for his own personal safety in the face of heavy
machine gun, sniper and mortar fire, led his company in attacks against
heavy opposition. On November 3, during an assault oh hostile posi-
tions, he constantly exposed himself to great danger in order to retain
control of his company and organize his defense after he had captured

his objective. His great courage in personally directing this operation

and sustaining the morale ofhis company, despite a high percentage of
casualties, reflects great credit upon his ability as a leader and upon
the United States Naval'Serviee. "

For the President,

/s/ Frank Knx
Secretary of the Navy.

Copy
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The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS STRATIS C. VASILAKOS, USMCR.,
for service as set forth in the following |
CITATION:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a Group
Leader serving with the First Battalion, First Marines, First
mam,mmmmw:WMm
E g mm’ "‘.'-’:," By :
nm uMbywhmmam.
mmmcm*vmmwm
a&%ammﬁﬁ:’&m mz
mmm m
MM&&MM
mmmwxammm
mmmhmmmm Private First
Class V- silakos’ splendid initiative and indomitable fighting
spiFit enabled his squad to penetrate deep into hostile defenses
and inflict heavy casualties on the epemy, and his seli-sacrific-
ing devotion to duty was in keeping with the highest traditions of
mwpmmmm He gallantly gave his life for

his s
y perm.cit. & 1tr.fr. CNC pres'd 5/24/45 at
Bpnd Rally by Greek American Legion Post to For the President
varefts of the late PFC Vasilakos, Mr.&Mrs. PetelAMERL }6%15 0 Covert Ave.
New Hyde Park, H.Y. with appropriate ceremeny.

Secretary of the Navy.

A--New iyde Park, New York
B~~New York, New York
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: The President of the United States takes pride
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE DONALD E. VASQUEZ,
UNITED STATHES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for serviece &s set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For consplecuous gallantry and intrepidity as
a Stretcher Bearer, serving with Headquarters and
Service Company, First Engineer Battalion, First Marine
Division, during actlon against enemy Japanese forces
at Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, on 11 May 1945, After
completing hls duties as stretcher bearer, Private
Vasquez seized a machine gun and voluntarily attached
himself to a rifle platoon which was conducting an
attack against a strongly fortified enemy position
entrenched in a draw. With the forward squad pinned
down by heavy snlper fire, he fearlessly exposed him-
self to draw the enemy's fire and enable the squad
to resume its advance. When the platoon received
orders to contaect the flanking company and the re-
mainder of the squad became pinned down under the
ceaseless barrage, he courageously charged forward
against the devastating shellfire, firing his weapon
and throwing hand grenades as he advanced to make con-
tact with the asdjacent company before returning to his
unit to resume his regular dutles. Continuing his
gelfless efforts, Private Vasquez sustained serious.
wounds when he attempted to evacuate a casualty from
an exposed forward position later in the furious action.
His daring initlative, vallant fighting spirit and
great personal valor in the face of grave danger were
essentlial factors in the suecess of this bitterly
fought engagement and reflect the highest credlt upon

S Private Vasquez and the United States Navel Service.

He gallantly gave hia liie for his country i

2B B 5 i gragh L t e iy £
e L% ik %
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TAMES POR'RESTAL
Secretary of the Navy

R==3an Franciseo, Calif.
Be-=San Franelsco, Calif.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS EDWARD L. VATTER,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as an Ambulance Driver of the First Medical
Battalion, First Marine Division, in action against
enemy Japanese forces during the assault on Peleliu,
Palau Islands, from 17 September to 10 October 1944.
Working under heavy hostile mortar and artillery fire
and often on the job for periods of eighteen and twenty
hours without relief, Private First Class Vatter drove
to the front lines and to first-aid stations evacuating
wounded to the rear area and, although his vehicle was
struck four times by enemy fire, successfully completed
all missions. Severely wounded on 10 October, while
engaged in evacuating patients from the front lines of
an assault battalion, he disregarded the pain and shock
and succeeded in returning his loaded ambulance to an
area of safety. By his outstanding courage, initiative
and devotion to duty, he served as an inspiration to
all who saw him, and his conduct throughout was in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service."

For the President,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.

R..Beaumont, Texas

B. .Beaumont, Texas
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
in presenting the 5IEVEB STAR MEDAL to

i PRIVATE EDWARD E, VAUGHT, USNC,,

[ =

g for gservice ns set forth in the following

= !

CITATION: ;

“For consplouous gallantry and intrepidity

: in action while serving with the Seccond Marine

; Raider Battalion during operatlons againet eneamy

Y Japanese forces on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islends,

e on November 30, 1942, When hils patrol sguad

B made a aurprinnﬂlﬂ!ﬁﬁlt against a sirong enemy
base, Private Vaught, with quick initiative and
high courage, boldly rushed into the group, ten

E times the strength of his'mguad, and with his

_ automatic weapon blazing, attrcked the Japanese
forces, contributing in a }argt measure to their
swift destruction. His grim determination and
indomitable fighting spirit were in keeping with

N ghe highgst traditions of the United States Naval

L,rQ o N eNlce. E

For the President,

Secretary of the HNavy.

:!'i""":,. A R Pampa, Mexas
o B- Csddo Gap, Arkansas




—

026168 FiFPae Spot Ser, 856999
DEP=298-ebg Signed

The President of the United States takes plens-
ure in pmmﬂas ‘gﬁ SILVER STAR MEDAL to "

FIRST LIBUTENANT WILLIAM C, VELEMAN,
URITED STATES MARINE CORPS HESEKRVE,

for service &z set forth in the following

CITATION:
“For oconsploucus lan a1
n;wmrumuﬁlwafwgﬂ w |
Eﬁfﬁ.% mg«mm W..J ﬁm i
he assault on Okinawe

%t of Ma umm ta a atro

i‘dﬁ Son and for the wmﬁm af'ﬂm
euult&ﬂ. Mt Lisutenant Vi M

mmmmunnumm wachine gu
crews and ten riflemen to a position one
mnr»mmm«mxm wmw
provide the most effective fire possible, Vhen
an eneny mortar shell buret near his and 1t oone
uasaiﬂu paralyzed both lms Firet g}mmt
§?mm§f’ ma."zm :“ pm“ mlﬁmdu‘d
2 n 2 prone

te heswy enemy fire, he direoted the fire of
“man and the svacuatbon of casusltiss until all
“wounded had been remsoved and she ny had suo-
- wsessfully moved to ite assigned porition befors
ermitting himeelf to be evacuated, Hls outstand-
ing courage, determination and devotion to du
- were in luwmg with the hx@ust traditions of the
ﬁn&ﬁ#ﬁ fBtates Kaval Service,"

S i e e e e e R L T S —

e e T R A
-

For the Fresident,

B~Cleveland Hei ta, Ohio
B-Glanlm&,

b L SULLIVAN
Seorasiary of the Havy,
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mm momm of the mm ai;atas w:oa pleasure
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

o CORPORAL ROBERT J, VERBER,
A UNITED STATRS MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITAPION:

"por conspleuous gallantry and intrepidity
while serving a8 s Machine Gun Saction leader
e of Company H, Third Battelion, Twenty-sixth Ma-
I rines, Fﬂ'th Marine Division, in action against
& muy Ja ao tw on Iwo Jima, Volcano Is-
P lands » When his Piatm Leader
Y and the Senios WHFWhinissionsd OIfLcors of the
i:htoﬂn h&m mmltias while moving to a new
position, Corporal Verber immediately set up bis
?m in position to cover the platoon from enemy
ire end then began to organize the men of the
platoon imto a Mmiw line and to evacuate
the wounded. By repeatedly brav the heavy
hostile fire, be established am effective defense
vhich enabled the casualties $to be evacuated and
% prevented the Japanese from assaulting bie section
of the line. He remained with his men, continulng
hik beroic efforts, until he was wounded and evac~
e vated. His resolute courage and aggressive fight-
ing epirit were in keeping with the hisbaat tradi-
tions of the United ftates Naval Bervice.”

il

Vieis

s

For the President,
T e jouN L SULLIVAN

Secratary of the HNavy.
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: The President of the United States takes pride in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL peathumeanly to

PLATOON SERGEANT DOUGLAS A. VIBERT, JR.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

s e S

CITATION:

““For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
ing as Leader of a Mortar Section of Headquarters Company,
Second Battalion, Twenty-eighth Marines, Fifth Marine Divi-
sion, in action against enemy ]apmmterwwiw)‘ima
Volcano Islmda 21 Pebruary 1 945, Quick to act when a dan-

~ gerous gap developed between two Marine battalions attacking
the intricate network of hostile peshiens surrounding the base
of Mt, Suribachi, Platoon Sergeant Vibert unhesitatingly led
his section forward and, moving under cover of darkness in the
~ face of repeated infiliration attempts by the enemy, succeeded
mjmmmammwmmpmm
cagualties to hie small force. Coolly vigilant throughout the
night, he fearlessly exposed himself to vicious grenade and
small-arms fire as he moved constantly up and down his line,
maintaining close contact with his men and encouraging them
- to hold throughout the remaining night hours, When three of
his men were killed and another three wounded by Japanese
grenades, hemntunydxreetodthammﬁmeithecumm
and then personally took over their position in an effort to pre-
vent a hostile break-through at that point, Although seriously
wounded while directing his troop’s fire against the final Japa-
nese attack, Platoon S8ergeant Vibert, by his dauntless tive,
indomitable fighting spirit and sound combat tactics, had in-
spired his gr eu?n to herolc effort throughout the fierce action
which resulted in the annihilation of sixty of the enemy, thereby
: contributing to the fulfillment of an extremely hazardous mis-
sion, His vallant leadership in the face of overwhelming odds
upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service,
mmmrpmmm:nmmamcm”

For the mm;

R--Bomerville, Mass,

B--Medford, Mass, :
Secretary of the Navy.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL LOUIE F. VICKERS,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as an Ambulance Driver for the Fifth Marine
Division Field Hospital, during action against enemy
Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 4 March
1945. Proceeding to the front lines to remove casualties,
Corporal Vickers encountered a heavy enemy mortar barrage
and stopped to take cover in a cave. Inside the cave,
he came upon seven Japanese, one of whom shot him in
the leg. Quickly firing his .45 caliber pistol, Corporal
Vickers killed two of the Japanese in rapid succession
and, covering the remaining five, took them prisoners.
With the aid of another Marine, he delivered the captured
enemy to his Commanding Officer before having his own
wound treated. His quick actions, heroic conduct and
devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the
United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Kemball, W. Va.

B..Jenkinjones, W. Va.
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T e The President of the United Statep takes plessure in
(R presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously te

PAIVATE FIRST CLASS CLEMPHT M. VIERRA, USMOK.,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATEION:

"For m%:: lantry and utwg:n while
serving with ‘the Bir m&nei;m ttalion during
agiion | t enemy Japansse {orces near Kol-ari

mn i:% Solomon Ielands, on Rovember 29,
his p.

oon war held f;y hLeavy hmeu ‘,’_

Private Firast Class Vierre M %
the iusuo saghine-gun position, smerifieing his 1if B

a emmms attespt to sut 1t out of Mi«a&. Hi.i valiant
ting spirit in the face of grave

B . the h&ghtﬂ traditions of the Un M Mﬂn Haval
i muu. He gallantly gave his 1ife for his sountry.®
For the President,

JAMES FORRESTAL

AN T e
O T IS e TR i T, O

o e NSRS 2 B By T
AN WTIL w i e T T
(TR N = el 1) eI L oy S Tl

Secretary of the Eavy.

e !-r‘hm‘ﬁtﬁ, Calirf.

_Bn!o o .
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The President of the United States takes plcasure in pre-
senting the SILVER FTAR MEDAL to

- 8ECOND LIEUTENANT GEORGE C. VILLARET,
UNITEDSTATEE MARINE C@R% RERERVE,

for aervkta as set forth in the following
CITATION:

~ “¥or consplonous gallantry and intrepldity as a Platoon
Leadsr of Company ¥, Pecond Battalion, Fifth Merines, First
Marine Division, dnrinc action against enemy Japanese forces
eaamwa.mm Islands, on & May 1846, When his company
med down by intense enemy and was without radio
anjcetis ,smmmmvmwmummm
htam@ thmuhhavyﬂntothec#mpm Command Fost and
requested screening smoke. Wam to his platoon under the
same perilous conditions, he expeditiously withdrew his unit
under cover of the smakc mmwithaahﬂhnr losses despite e
the fact that the Company’s right fiank was completely exposed. b
After ‘withdrawal, Second Lieutenant Villaret and a corpsman i
rned to the evacuated position and sffected the rescue of a o
wounded man who was lying inan exposed position, carrying him
in their arms to a place of comparative safety because there )
were no stretchers available. His initiative, extreme courags S
and coolness under fire reflect dtreeu;upm Lisutenant Vﬁmu , R
and the United States Naval Servi <

For the President,

J0HN L suLLivaw
gecretary of the Navy.

R--San Antenio Tex.,
B--San Antonio, Tex.
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i The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
1- senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLARE ANTHONY M. VINCHOFEKY, 8R.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPE RESER'VE

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

i ““For conspicuous gallentry and intrepidity while serv-
ing as & Demolition Corporal of Company G, Third Battalion,
Twenty-ninth Marines, 8ixth Marine Division, in action against
2 enemy Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Ialands on 18 April
_While advancing with his platoon up the precipitous

s of a strongly-held Japanese ridge, Private First Class
Vinehs!sky located an enemy gun position. Without waiting for
orders, he proceeded twenty-five yards to the front of our
firing line, placed a demolition pack and blasted this key hos-
tile position which dominated a strategic location, thereby per-
mitting our entire line to advance. Then, although wounded
while posted at the exit of 2 tunnel leading from the gunposition,
Private First Class Vinchofeky remained steadfast at his sta-
tion and refused to be evacuated until the objective had been
taken, His aggressive fighting spirit was an inspirstion to his
comrades, and his devotion to duty was in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval gervice,”

For the President,

R--Mzhanoy City, Pa. FRANGIS P. MATTHEWS
: --Mahaney kg, Pe. Secretary of the Navy.

e p——




VINTON, Fred S.

SILVER STAR -Awarded by despatch 4-27-42, Filed on case 1740-55-65

Private First Class 269084

(Army ) Service at Ph. Is.

Previous Awards

Born:

Current Enl.:
Legal Residence:
Next of Kin:

Neone.

7-24-16 - Jackson, Michigan.
12-2-38 - Chicago, Illinois.
Jackson, Michigan.

Mrs. Cornelia Vinton, (Mother)

703 Bryant Avenue,
Jackson, Michigan.

]
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The President of the United States takes pride ln pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

CORPORAL CHARLES F, VOELKER,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For consplcuous gallantry and intrepidity while
gerving in a platoon of Company B, First Battalion,
Twenty-sixth Merines, Fifth Marine Division, during
action a%ainat enemy Japanese forces at Iwo Jima,
Volesno Islands, 21 February 154 When his company's
assault across the beaches wag porarily halted by
a hell of fire from a2 flercely defending hostile
force in & pillbox, Corporsl Voelker boldly crewled
out in advance of his platoon end, ignoring the
intense small-arms fire immediately concentrated on
him, pressed forward relentlessly to a position where
he could bring fire to besr upon the emplacement from
his antitank rocket launcher, Pouring round after
round into the fortification, he destroyed the formi-
dable strong point before he was fatally wounded
after heving expended his lsst shell, His courage
and zealous devotion to duty in volunterily undere
taking this hazardous mission inspired his comrades
to renew their attack and achleve thelr objective,
thereby reflecting the highest credit upon Corporal
Voelker and the United States Naval Service, He
gallantly gave hig life for his country."

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy,

R--Crafton, Pennsylvanis.
B--Crafton, Pennsylvania,
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The President of the United Siates takes pride in pre-

senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CORNELIUS A. VOERMANS,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
~ CITATION:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a Fire

- Team Leader, serving with Company C, First Battalion, Twenty-

ninth Marines, Sixth Marine Division, during action against en-

emy Japanese forces on Ckinawa Shima, Ryukyu Group, 15 May

948, While his company was attacking a fiercely defended

amese fortification which was firmly entrenched in the crest
of a hill, Private First Class Voermans advanced ahead of his
unit to a position which he could hurl grenades at the en-
emy emplacements, When his squad was forced to withdraw
due to the intensity of the enemy fire, he valiantly stood his
grnmi, calling for more grenades whieh he showered upon the
Japanese until he was martally wounded, His unflinching cour-
age, valiant determination & hemic efforts throughout re-
sulted in heavy enemy easuames and reflect the highest credit
upon Private First Class Voermans and the United States Naval
Service, He gallantly gave his life for his country,”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy,

R~ Tomahawk, Wisconsin
B~ Harrison, Wisconsin
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting
the SILVER STAR MEDAL to
CAPTAIN FRANK H. VOGEL, JR., USMCR.,

for service as set forth in the following

& CITATION:

T an

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action as Commanding
| Officer of Company "C", First Battalion, Third Marines, Third Marine
Division, in the landing at Capé Torokina, Bougainville Island, on
November 1, 1943. Discovering that his company had become completely
disorganized B‘m heavy enemy fire which killed his executive officer
and command group and destroyed his reserve platoon during the extremely
| hazardous approach to the beach, Captain Vogel unhesitatingly called on
b all Marines in his area to follow him and, courageously exposing himself to
' the intense and persistent hostile fire, led them in a daring charge through
the enemy positions to the objective previously assigned to his company.
' Upon reaching his destination, he reorganized his squads and platoons,
appointed leaders, reversed the direction of his advance and prepared
to attack the Japanese positions from the rear. Later in the day, he led
his company through dense jungle to the battalionfss initial beachhead line,
establishing an effective Combat Outpost which subsequently defeated
several enemy attempts to reenter the Cape Torokina Sector, and,
although he had no previous experience, successfully adjusted the artillery
fire across the front of the battalion's position. Captain Vogel's inspiring
leadership and heroic devotion to duty throughout these vital operations
were in keeping Wwith the highest traditions of the United States Naval
Service. "

For the President,
/s/ James Foreestal
Secretary of the Navy.

R-Columbus, Ohio
B-Columbus, Ohio

i Copy
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
senting the SILVER §TAR MEDAL to

§
 PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LOUIS C. VOIGT,
i UNITED §TATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

K

[ b3l “For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
K iaz wﬁh Company A, First Engineer Battalion, First Marine
ey Di\t#&i@n, in action against enamy Japanese forces on Okinawa,
=) Ryukyu Islands, € May : After extremely heavy hostile
mm and ma.ehim ad forced thntaetieal withdrawal

- N " '.Marine who had been ‘overlooked by the earpsmen.
L Undaunted by intense enemy fire and the difficult terrain, he
ran approximately four hundred yards to reach the casualty
and, upon finding that the man’s left leg had been completely

vered, assisted in applying a tourniquet fashioned from com-
ication wire and helped carry the wounded manon a poncho
% i aid station. His outstanding courage and devotion to
ﬂre were in keepmg with ths highest traditions of

For the President,
JORN L Suriivas

| Ea . Seeretary of the Navy.
2 3
Minm "
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PLATOON SERGEANT STANGCE VOLAR,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service zs set forth in the following
CLTATION:

“For consplouous gallantry and lntrepidity while
gerving a2s Leader of & Mortar Platoon of the Third
Battalion, Twenty-Fifth Mapines, Fourth Marine Diviglon,
in asction against eneny Japenese forces on the Island of
Tinian in the Marinanas, on 25 and 28 July 1944,
Braving a heavy enemy barrsage when he obgerved a large
nunber of hoetlle troops infiltrating close to our
front lines during a furioms Japanese counterattack on
25 July, Platoon Sergeant Volak moved forward %o ob-
serve and dlreoct the fire of his mortars and, bringing
the full power of his weapons to bear on the snemy,
gkilifully blasted thelr postilon and aided materially
in annihilating the Ja;gnasa forse, With our advance
temporarily halted by Tanatlc enemy resistance on 28
July, he held the fire of his platoon on the stubborn
Japanese strong polnt desplte palnful wounds received
in the bitter fire fight, steadfastly ocontinuing hils
relentless attsck and inflicting heavy casuaslties in
support of his company's vital mission. By his ag-
gressive leadership, indomitable fighting spirit and
tenacious determinatlon in the facge of terrific odds,
Platoon Sergeant Volak contributed essentially to the
ultimate conquest of this important Japanese base, and
his undaunted courage and decisive conduct throughout
s period of flerce hostillties wheld the highest tra-
ditiong of the United States Haval Service."

For the President,

IAJJES'P(IRHESTAL

s Secretary of the HNavy.
R--Washburn, ¥Wiso.
B--Washburn, Wisc.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS STUART J. VOLAN, U.S.M.C.R.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a
Regimental Intelligence Observer of the First Marines,
First Marine Division, during action against enemy

. Japanese forces in the Tenaru Sector, Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands, August 21, 1942. By his accurate and timely
observation and report of enemy activity, Private First
Class Volan rendered valuable service until the communica-
tion wire from his station to the Command Post had been
severed. Promptly taking a position on the front lines,
he engaged the enemy in furious hand-to-hand combat and
aided effectively in driving back the enemy with great
losses and in preventing them from establishing a foothold
on the western side of the Tenaru River. Later, when
action had subsided, he made his way through the bullet-
swept area to makKe his report to the Regimental Command
Post."

For the President,
FRANK KNOX

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Syracuse, New York. ;

B..Syracuse, New York.

That portion of the above citation underlined in red
should not be given either verbally or in writing to any
person without the permission of the officer in

charge of the Decorations and Medals Division.
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The President of the United Stntes takes
pleasure in presenting the aILVEB STAR MEDAL %o

PRIVATE OVIAH W. VO BEHREN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

! for gervioe as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspleuocus %allaatrg and Intrepidity

; uhlle serving ae an Automatic Riflemen of Company

! Firet Bsttalion, Twenty-cighth Marines, Fifth
narian Divieleon, during action ag;inﬁt enemy Jagfn

5 Rese foroes on fvo Jime, Voloeno Islands, 21

E ruary . Obeerving ihaﬁ hie glateen was pinned
down vy enemy maechine-gun and emall-srme fire,
Privata Von Behren 1:;@ rom hie ocovered position

: ing & near-by finai thrower tank, coolly

guided 1t ahead of the platoon, directing its fire

until two enemy pillboxes hed been destroyed, there-

by enabling the platoon to advence and gelzs 1ts

objective, Privote Von Behren's inltiative, coursge

devotion to duty in the face of intense enemy
fira upheld the hi eat treditions of the United
States Haval Ssrviee."

For the President,
WGHN L. SULLIYAK

Secretary of the Navy.

‘R--Detroit, Mich.
B. _q;reit, Mich.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
in pu:am:.ng the GOLD SPAR in lieu of a Second Silver Star

FIRST CLASE OVIAN W. VON BINREN,
TED STATES MARINE CORPS,

' for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:
“For conspicuous, gsllantry and intrepidity
while serving a8 & Rif in & Platoon of Conm~

B, FPirst Battalion, Twenty-eighth Marines,
!‘if Harine Divieslon, 1& action against enemy
Japanese forces® on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 1
Merch 1845. When his Platoon lesder was severely
wounded during & reconnsissance of enemy positions
well forward of the front linss, Private First
Class Von Behren and another Marine rushed forward
through beavy hostile small-erms fire and skill-
fully sdministered first aid to the stricken man.
Although driven back by Japanese hand grenade firve
as he and his companion attempted %o drag the wound-
ed officer to safety, he returned slone and assiated
him to a depression out of the line of fire. Ob-
-serving su enemy soldier crayling tawm the de-
pression not wore than twen hL » he killed
© the Jepanese soldier and, af mmmuu-
sistance, directed the evacuation of his Platoon
Leader to the Battalion Ald Station. His courageous
initiative and devotion to duty were in keeping
with the tai.ghaat traditions of the United States
,wm. Service."”

For the President,

| §~"qne"”° roit, Mich.’ Jot L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.




The President of the Unlied Biates Hakes pleas-
in o2 the Wg” ST4R in 1L ﬁoﬂ’ a second lg:

‘-'_"'———-

CIPATION:

Por the President,
OHN L SULLIvAR
Secretary of the Havy,




045961 CincPac

N 311224 SPOT
3 DGP-298-Navy-RDA Serial 01489
‘ Signed

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ROBERT E. VOORHEES,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

‘ "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Eighth Marines,
Second Marine Division, during action against enemy
Japanese forces at Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, 22 November
1943. With his company pinned down and suffering heavy
casualties from heavy enemy fire emanating from a large
bomb-proof shelter, Corporal Voorhees moved forward with
four companions under intense enemy shellfire to a
favorable position for providing cover for the advancing
demolition squad. After the shelter had been partially
demolished and approximately one hundred Japanese troops
annihilated, he again advanced with his comrades as two
hundred of the enemy emerged from the entrance firing
rifles and light machine guns in an effort to withdraw
and establish a new defense. Engaging the outnumbering
force in close combat, he contributed to the success

of his unit in accounting for many more hostile troops,
thereby enabling the battalion to advance and occupy

the northeast section of the island. His courage and
devotion to duty throughout reflect the highest credit
upon Corporal Voorhees and the United States Naval
Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Eureka, Mont.,

B..Eureka, Mont.
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e ;amm of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
senting the  SILVER ETAR MEDAL to

UNITED ETATRES MARINE CORPE,

zarmma set forth in the foliowing
m'rm:

f_ sm Marine mwmu, in mm az mx Iapm

s on Oldnawa, lsiands, on 10 May 1948, Although
verely wounded when the intensity of Filie and machine-
ir méarwam wmwumum. Corporal

‘went to his platoon lesder to obtain permission to with-
draw from the high ground. Wounded agein while returning to the
‘i d, he mmwwmmmmrmm
-::mmnmeMy reorganized to continue the attack.
ire L.MWbmehmmmmw
s of the United States Haval Eervice,”

JOHN 1. SULLIVAN

Eeerstary of the Navy,




Pers328-hwb Signed  1/18/43

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT MAJOR VOUZA, B.S.I.P. CONSTABULARY
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity during
efforts in behalf of United States Armed Forces in the
British Solomon Islands. On August 7, 1942, Sergeant Major
Vouza effected a daring rescue and delivered into friendly
hands an officer of the United States Navy who had been
shot down in Japanese territory during an aerial engagement.
Again, on August 27, while proceeding on an authorized
mission for the United States Marine Corps to locate
suspected enemy lookout stations, he was seized by hostile
troops and lashed to a tree, where, rather than break his
faith or betray his trust, he submitted to brutal and
fiendish torture. Severely bayoneted about the chest and
throat and left for dead, sergeant Major Vouza, with great
strength and almost superhuman endurance, extricated himself
from his bonds and made his way back to our lines with
valuable information concerning the enemy Japanese.'

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAIL

Secretary of the Navy.

Copy to: Approved by the President
Board of Awards of the United States
Secretary's Files 12-31-42,

Public Relations, Navy Dept.
Public Relations, BuPers
Mrs. Casbarian, Public Relations

S.S. & citation forwarded to
C.G., lstMarAmphibious Corps, F.M.F. for
presentation 1-23-43




