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'l'he l:-'res ldent of the United State~ takes >.ride ln 
presenting the SILVER \;IJ. AF. MEDAL post wnously to 

L.>EHGEA J. RG~ER'r \! UhL, 
U ED S'I A J. ES MARL~E C I, r'C f 1ESERVE, 

:for servlce as se .. forth ln the following 

Cl.LATION: 

" .F'or conspicuous gallantry and Intrepidity while 
serving a.£ Acting Platoon Leader with an ssatilt Compan 
in the Fifth ~ariile Divislon, in action a aJ.nst enemy Ja~
nese fo.rces dur·lng the seizure of Iwo Jliua lil the Volcano 
Islands, ~s February to 1•1 ).. arch 19 .... Joltmtar11J tuing 
comrn<...1ct of the dgnt platoon when t~ ...-latoon leader took 
over lhe co.mp· ny command Jurin· a concentrated ,tttack 
on stron ly fortified apCillese .POE l1.lons, >eL·ga& .1.t uJ;l feat'
lessly contil1ued the deter .ined a.s~aW.t, .leading ls men 
with furious aggresslveneas against Lla" in macuine -gw1 
and deadly sniper fire in an effoi•t to rea.k through the 
enemy's intricate defenses and, repeatedly ~.x:po 1ng hi -
self to the slashin fury of explodin snntpnel and bullets, 
accw.•ately pointed ou.t trategic tar~ets ital to e er.em/c.
organized opposlti.on. Undaunted by the unabatln vol· . e 
of devastating Japane .... e co terfire w Lich exacted a heavy 
toll of casualties on 14 .1.'.darch, e ~:elentlesi:>ly advanced his 
unlt agalnst stubborn and fanatic resistance u.1tll ~1ortally 
wounded by a vicious burst o! hosLile fire A valiant leader, 
Sergeant Uhl by his courageous inltiative, indomitable fight
ing spirit and persevering tactics in the face of overwhelmillg 
odds, contributed materially to the su.ccess of his company's 
operations i.n this area and his unwavering devotion to duty 
throughout a period of bitter conflict upl1eld the highest tradi
tions of the United tates Naval J.)ervlce. He gallantly gave 
his life i.n the service of his ~ountry." • 

R-Dallas, Texas 
B-Dallas, 'l' exas 

For the restder..t, 

Secretary of Llie avy. 
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The President of the Urlited States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVEB STAR i!EDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS AREEN B. UMSHLER • OS C. , 

tor service as set .tortb in the tollowing 

... 

CITATION: ~ 

"For conspicuous-gallantry ana 1ntl·ep1d1 ty in action 
h1le serving with Marine Fighting squadron T~O TWENTY
Otm during the bomba~dment ot Henderson Fie~Ia . miada -

cana , Solomon Isl.ands. by enemy Japanese surface and air 
forces on the night ar October 13-14, 19 rben n heavy 
enemy shell struck dangerously close to a bomb shelter, 
burying five marines under a mass of earth and debris, 
Private First Class Unshler. ~earing cries for help, 
voluntarily exposed him.self' to the intense tire ot hostile 
shells and bombs and• w1 th several other men, set to work 
rescuing their imprisoned comrades . .~ue to the quick 
thinking nd heroic efforts of Private First Class Umsbler 
and his companions, two ot the buried men were saved, and 
the bodies or the other three marines were recovered. His 
unswerving devotion to duty was in kee~ing with the high
est traditions of the United s tates aval·Service." 

For the President, 

FRANK KNOX 

see~etary of the avy • 

R - Oscebla, Nebraska. 

B - Shelby, Nebraska.l-3-1923. 
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The President of the United States takes pleas
ure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

PRIVATE WILLIAM L. UPCHURCH, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE , 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

11 For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
while serving as a Bulldozer Ope rator of Company 
A, Fifth Engineer Battalion, Fifth Marine Divi
sion, in action against enemy Japanese forces at 
Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands , on 23 March 1945 . As
signed t h e mission of constructing a road for 
tanks a hundred yards in front of friendly line s , 
Private Upchurch unhesitatingly began his hazard
ous task and , although constantly exposea ~o full 
observation of the enemy and in a situation where 
covering fire was impossible , cont inued' in his ef
forts until tre roadway was completed . By his 
bold and tireless effort he provided a means for 
tanks to move forward in support of the infantry ' s 
attack, thereby contributing materially to the suc
cess of our operations against the enemy in this 
sector . Private Upchurch's cour ageou s determina
tion and devotion to duty were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Serv
ice.11 

For the President 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy 

R- Lake Village, Ark. 
B-Diddsville, Miss 



S ~FSE G~ ¥£JON l . 

for · rvtce s s t f'Ort1l in t! 

.MIL 161945. -----
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or the 

JAMES FORRESTAI. 


