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Islanﬁs, on the nighi of October ﬁu,‘%%éﬂﬂ in tne
face of terrillc enany flre and with ¢ of his com-

redes wounded, Gergora? Sussell snd the remsinipg
magiters of the crew steadlfastly remalined atl thelr
most-and contimied to keep the gz_.g, anti-vank gun
in action vntll the enemy attack was sompletely re-
gﬁﬁ.SGd. ’:3 ....f..L...l, oanaL.L\.r 3 :‘21'% }20‘1’01 .;.Q‘,rOJ'..iE)II_ tO
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NOV 1 4 194

Signed

T™he Pregident of the Uni
tre in prereating the SILVER STARN MED:L te

for serviece =s get

CITATION:

"Per conspicucus gallentry and Intrepldity while
serving with Compsny %, Seccnd Battslion, favent!
“arines, First ¥Msrine Diviesion, iz action sznlnst en~
ewy Japsnese forces on Peleliu, Pslau islands, & Ceoto-
ber 1944, While hig sdvsnce platoon wse eut off from

the TESt of the company by hesvy enemy fire from a

ridge to ite rear, Privates Pirst Class Russell sew

two wounded Werinse lying heloless 3long the sxposed
crest snd, traversing the hezardous way beck aslong the
narrow ridge through a withering barrage of hostile
Tachiine-gun and sniper fire, made two sucosszive trise
to rescus them. Agalin risking his life to surply his
company with urgently nseded weapons, he get out to re-
cover the sutomatic rifles of the wounded ¥rrines and,
aslthough wounded by enemy fire himself, persisted until
he succeeded in this self-appointed perilous task. By
nis repested a20%ta of heroism, Private First Class
fussell savsd the lives of two somrades =nd econtributed
meterially to the suceess of his platoon in zn lanortant
engagement. His eool courage and great personsl valor
in the {ace of grave peril wers in keeplng with the high-
est traditiocne of the United ©tates Haval Servige,"

5
3

For the Preaident,

“ecretary of the Navy.




019677 ComGenfFMFrac 000D6-45
DeP-208-abg Signed

The rreﬁidant of the United HBfstes tokes pleas-
ure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

FIRST LIBUTEN AN L0 N, h”“ﬂ&,
T TI"!’\ 3 M " q TR AR e REaTLYn
URITEL TAT] ! OR ASSERVE,

for serviee ae get forth in the follewing

CITATION

"For conmplouous gallantry snd intrepidity

as Acting Company Commender of ( Company ¥, “econd
sagtalion, Firet Merines, Firet Marine Division,
in action agalnst enemy annne«ﬂ forees on Feleliu
ralav Islands, 17 “optcmber 1944, Althouph wounded
nimeelf when hie Company CoNfintsr becnme & tage
uaily, flrat I!ﬂufunant Rurso orpganized the wemnante
of the coupany smd led = de el ermined assault againet
atubborn ensay resistancs. Younded agaln Auri: i
fuxtouﬂ gotion, ha rsllied his rursn@tn rﬂﬂ led :
atiack on two anamy suplacenent apnlhllating rir-
‘2én Japaness before he waes wonn ;:f a taird time and
ordersd to the rear, His gourage, leadership and
cdevotion to duuy in the face of sirong opposition
reflect the highegt eredit uvon #irst J1"Uu?nmxt
Rusao and the United States Nawd Tarvioce,”

For the Fresident,

Sgoretary of the Havy,

)

—nr-—;"*‘ﬁr\ Ea

Lo cliulieg 4 e

cranfion, Fa.

.ﬂ {ﬂ




Spot Award.
Serinl 2873

Gigned nﬂ; 28 1943

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
pregenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

p— . vy W Torabn

AT TS SRS R iRt L & o N
nINE GUNRER BUWARD &5, RUST PREE 151/ L P < (P

¥y

for service as set forth in the following

e

CITATION:

“For conspleuous gallantry and intrepidity while
attached to the First Fattalion, Seventh Marines,
First Marine Division, during action against enemy
Japanese forces on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands,
September £6, 1942, Under heavy fire from hestile
machine puns ang rifles, Marine (unner Rust cerossed
an open beach near the mouth of the Matanikau River
and swam a distance of over five hundred yards to

4 reach a boat sent out by & United States Navy destroy-
s er so that he mipght be taken aboard that ship to
direct gunfire agsinst Japanese shore positions. His
courageous Iinitiative and complete disregard of per-
sonal safety resulted in the infliction of heavy
losses upon the enemy and were in keeping with the
nighest traditions of the United States Navel Serviee.”

For the President,
FRANK KNOX

Secretiry of the Wavy.

B-Detroit, Michigan (.ol (o> Poie)
R-Detroit, Michigan 3)
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Appd Sofl 1-18-45
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3igned JUN 1 1 1025

The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumonusly to

CORPCRAL WERNER RUSZAT, USNC,,
for service as getl forth in the following
CITATION:

“¥For conspicucus gellaniry and intrepidity as a Squad
Leader serving with the First Batiallon, First Liarines, First
Karine Ulvision, in action ageinst enemy Japanese forces on
Pelellu, Falan Islands, 10 September 1844, "hen his platoon
was subjected to sudden and devastating fire fpom an enemy
heavy machine gun emplaced in coral rock during an attack
by cur iroops to extend the imitial beachhead, Corporal Ruszsat
uniesitatingly sought out and engsged the Japanese weapon,
subsequently closing hercically on the emplacement and de-
stroying the gun crew with his bayonet and grenades, Although
mortally wounded in this action, he steadfsstly msintained an
azpoged position In the fronmt lines for several minutes and
directed the fire of his squad until he collapsed. Corporal
fuszat's brilliant inltiative, indomitable fighting spirit and
self-sacrificing devotion to duty in the fuce of grave peril
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service, [ie gallantly gave his life for his country,”

For the Presicent,
HMES FORRE

ST LT

| e

w31
secretary of the Navy.

Re-ort Chester, N, Y,
Be-Sohlrwindt, Germany
88M,perm Cit,1tr fr OMC pres'd, by CO,MB,Navy Yard,N.Y. on 6 September 45

to parents of the late Corp.Ruezat, Mr. and Mrs, Gustav Ruszat, 214 Irving
i#. ,Port Chester, N.Y,Appropriate ceremony at MB,Navy Yard,N.Y.




308419 Cincpac

DGP-298-eln App. SofN 1-4-45
Serial 004239
Signed APR 18 1945

The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

SERGEANT SAMUEL R. RUTA, USMC.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION :

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a
Platoon Guide serving with the First Battalion, First
Marines, First Marine Division, in action against enemy
Japanese forces on Peleliu, Palau Islands, on 15 September
1944. When his company was pinned down by withering
fire from concealed enemy emplacements and communications

- with the supporting tanks failed, Sergeant Ruta unhesitatingly
climbed to a vital point of vantage behind the turret of
the landing tank to direct the fire of the tanks and the
advance of his squad. Although mortally wounded by
hostile fire as he maintained his exposed position, he
tenaciously continued leading his men until the objective
was overrun. Sergeant Ruta's skillful leadership,
indomitable fighting spirit and valiant devotion to duty
were an inspiration to his men and in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.

He gallantly gave his life for his country."

For the President,

JAMES FORRESTAL

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Easton, Pennsylvania.

B..Easton, Pennsylvania.

SSM, perm. cit. & ltr fr CMC pres'd 6 June by Comdt, N¥Yd,
Phila in the office of the Mayor, Easton, Pa. to the parents
of the late Sgt. Ruta, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ruta, 917 Spruce
St., Easton, Pa.
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Signed

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL BERTRAM H. RUTAN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as a Squad Leader of Company C, First Battalion,
Twenty-seventh Marines, Fifth Marine Division, in
action against enemy Japanese forces at Iwo Jima,

Volcano Islands, on 28 February 1945. When his company's
advance was held up by a heavily fortified hostile
emplacement of four heavy machine guns and two light
machine guns, Corporal Rutan courageously volunteered

to lead a tank across a fire-swept area to a position

in front of the lines from which it could deliver accurate
fire on the enemy emplacement. Although he sustained a
painful wound while guiding the tank, he remained in his
hazardous position to direct the fire of the tank and
aided greatly in destroying the hostile emplacement and
in enabling the assault companies to move forward in

that area. By his aggressive fighting spirit and
initiative, Corporal Rutan upheld the highest traditions
of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Hempstead, New York

B..New York, New York
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Serial 18 St
Signed MAL_Ihjcﬂ4

The Preslident of the United States takes pleasure
In presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PLATOON SERGEANT JOHN G. RUTH, U, S. MARINE CORPS,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

{

\"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity)
while a member of the Second Battalion, First
Marines, First Marine Division, (during action
against enemy Japanese forces,in the Tenaru Sec-
tor, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, on the early
morning of August 21, 1942.) While subjected to
the devastating fire of & strong atiacking enemy
landing force, Platoon Sergeant Ruth, with utter
disregard for his own safety, proceeded to the
front lines, manned an sbandoned light machine
gun and promptly silenced the machine gun which
had raked his platoon with gunfire. Although
stunned momentarily by en enemy bullet hitting
his helmet, he continued his determined and
accurate fire and assisted effectively in clear-
ing his sector of the enemy."

For the President,
FRANK KNOX
Secretary of the Navy.
That portion of th

above citatlion under-
lined in red should

not be given either R..+Phildelphia, Pennsylvania.,
verbally or in writin x
to any gerson withoutg BeesMt. Carmel, Pennsylvanla.

the permission of the
officer in charge of
the Decorations and
Medals Division,




The Pregident of the United Siates takes pride in pre-
serting the GOLED BTAR in Heu of & second SILVER S§TAR MEDAL

posthumousiy to

»

P e T T LR e - P FoF 1 mnns -~
for service as #set {orth in the following

“For consplousus gallantry ané intrepidity 58 Acting
Commanding Officer of Company G, Third Baitalion, Twenty-
alath Marines, Slxth Marine Division, In sction sgninst enemy
Japanege forces on Okinawa, Hyukyu Islands, 15 May 10 §s.
Agsuraing command of his company when the commanding of-
ficer becarie a casysity during 2 furlcus daylight attack on
neavily defended hostile positions, First Licutenant uth
quickly reorganized his gallant men to launch & vielous as-
saull on the assigned target, continuing to direct fire upon his
stubbora spponents untll the sbisctive was cantured with &
minimum of 10888 15 our rosps, Tespite the enemy’s fre-
quent attempis 16 regaln this stropghsld, he persisted i en-
couraging his men to maintain their defense, perscnally mov.
ing along the line in the fece of grave hazards snd therels
inspiring bis company 1o repel all counteratiscks and to an-
uihilste = hundred of the Japensie, His gsllant leadership,
gourage and anfaltering devotion to duty throvghaut reflsct
t eradil upon First Lisutenant ¥ ind the Untted

e s b L TS DRI o
WRLleE IvAVaElL 1.”5ETVii3i':.1.

& s
TEUEE PO g
B ARAAL W

For the President,

- . " & s
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The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

CORPORAL HENRY F. RUTKOWSKI,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Member
of an Engineer Squad temporarily serving with the Third
Battalion, Twenty-Fifth Marines, Fourth Marine Division,
in action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima,
Volcano Islands, on 19 February 1945. Serving as a
mine-removal specialist, Corporal Rutkowski rendered
gallant service in probing for mines in the vicinity of
his landing team's ammunition dump, thereby contributing
materially to the safe unloading of supplies from
amphibian tractors. When an enemy shell hit the dump,
Corporal Rutkowski, discontinuing his own work,
immediately rushed to the aid of those who were scattering
the remaining unexploded ammunition boxes and, while
performing this hazardous task, was instantly killed by
a second enemy shell hit on the dump. His cool courage
and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of grave
peril reflect the highest credit upon Corporal Rutkowski
and upon the United States Naval Service. He gallantly
gave his life in the service of his country."

For the President,

JAMES FORRESTAL

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Matrona, Pa.

B..Matrona, Pa.

SSM, cit. and ltr. fr. CMC was presented to parents of the
late Cpl. Rutkowski, Mr. and Mrs. Chester Rutkowski on

17 April 1946. By the 0inC, Northeastern Rec. Div. Pittsburgh,
Pa.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS FRANCIS R. RYAN, USMCR.,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving with a company of the Third Battalion, Seventh
Marines, First Marine Division, during action against
enemy Japanese forces at Cape Gloucester, New Britain,
January 3-4, 1944. When his battalion was heavily fired
upon by enemy rifle, machine-gun and mortar fire from
strongly fortified hostile positions during an attempted
river crossing at night, Private First Class Ryan
heroically drove his 75-mm. gun through unfamiliar,
tangled jungle, bringing the weapon to a position from
which it was fired at point-blank range, destroying
enemy emplacements and guns and enabling the Third
Battalion to advance. Private First Class Ryan's daring
aggressiveness and inspiring courage under fire were in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service."

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy.

R..River Rouge, Michigan.

B..River Rouge, Michigan.




924080 FmfPac SpotSer 549022
BGp 298 Navy FBB Signed

The President of the United States takes plea-
sure in presenting & SILVER STAR MEDAL to

FRIVATE JESSBE J. RYAN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

For conspicuous gallentry and intrepldlty
while serving with Headquarters Company, Second
Battelion, Twenty-sixth Marines, Fifth Marine
Division, in action ageinst enemy Japanese for-
ces on Ivo Jima, Voleano Islands, 10 March
When three men in his battalion were seriously
wounded during an exchange of grenades with the
Japanese, Private Ryan went to their assistance
to administer first ald and to make them comfort-
able for the night and, after making three sepa-
rate trips early the next morning, evacuated the
men to an ares vhere they could be assisted by
gtretcher-bearvers. While returning to the lines,
he observed snother seriously wounded comrade in
front of our lines unable to move and, after
eravling to the stricken man, succeeded in carrye
ing him to the rear area for treatment, His out-
standing initistive and courage in the face of
intense enemy filre reflect the highest credit
upont Private Ryan and the United States Naval

Service."
For the President,
!B%: Pop*glar B‘.I.t'}ff 4 Igo. E‘Hﬁ L SW’

Secretary of the Navy.
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DGP 298 navy flw SPOT
Serial 61534
Signed

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SECOND LIEUTENANT JOSEPH J. RYAN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a
Platoon Leader of Company G, Second Battalion, First
Marines, First Marine Division, in action against enemy
Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, on 14 June
1945. Leadlng his men in an assault on a strongly-held
enemy ridge in the face of sustained sniper and machine-
gun fire, Second Lieutenant Ryan overran the position
and drove the defenders back with hand grenades and small
arms, thereby anchoring the left flank of the battalion
position. When severe casualties necessitated that his
platoon be relieved, he exposed himself constantly to
enemy fire in order to effect the evacuation of his
wounded. On two occasions, he went to the aid of
seriously wounded men and with no other means available
carried them in his arms to safety. His fighting spirit,
courage and devotion to duty were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.

R..Flushing, N.Y.

B..Manumee, Qhio




289819 G incPac
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The President of the United Statez takes pride in
prefonting the SIIVER STAR MEDAL postbumously to

CORPORAL MARTIN J. HYAN,
URITED SIATES MARIRE CORPS,

for soprvice a8 get forth in the following
CITATICON:
“For couspicucus zallsntry and intrepidity

vhile serving with Company B, Filret Pattalion,
Sixih Mrimzs, ceoond Marine Division, dovine

LT actllon auuinst onemy uawnes;» forces at JTarava,
\ ? Gilbert Islands, oa 22 Hovember 1945, With his
A, sgquad planed down by sbactsring ﬂgé:km-~ur~ fire

during & bitisey sapspgewent wila the enewmy, Cove
¥ poral Ryan boldly c.haz god foyward in an effort
% . to wips oul the strongz point and, pressing home
& deotermingd altack in the face of Ltremsndous
odds, succeoded in silenciug the hostile fire
with well-placed bhand grenades. By bis darine
Initiative, Corporal Muriin saved the lives of
many men who otherwise mighi bave perished and
enablad bis platoon to resunmd its advance aszainst
the famatic Japansse. HIs umiaverines devotion
to duly throughoul vas in keeping with the highest
traditions of the Uuited States Haval Service.”

Fopr the President,

8N L SULLIVA

Re-=Hillsbhoro, Oregon.,

Be--Hillsboro, Oregon. Secretary of the Navy.




s1601e FMF Fac
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The President of the iinited States takes pleasure in pre~
senting the SILVER £TAR MEDAL 1o

FIELD MUSIC PIRET CLABE NORMAN 1., RYAN,
UNITED STATES MARINE COEPS,

for service ar aset forth in the foliowing
CTTATION:

“Tor conspieuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
ing with Company I, Third Sattallon, Eecond Marines, Second
Marine Divigion, in action against enemy Japanese forces on
Saipan, Marlanas Islands, on the night of 4 Cctober 1844, As
& member of an ambush party, Field Musie Firsi Class “yan
auietly left hig plece of concealment, as'a seout from & large
zody of suemy soldiars eamesdown A path nnd, slipping up te-
Lind the Japaness, knifed him to death t2 prevent him from
making an outery. =y his qulck thinking and daring, he enaiied
his party to amniush and deetroy a large number of the anemy.
His courage and devotlon to duly reflect the hignest credit
upon ¥ ta’i,d Musie Pirst Class Fyan and the United Slates Naval
aervice.

For the President,

Secretary of the Havy.

R--Madison Hbights, Va.
E-=fuiphur, La.

®
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Prepared 13 Feb 48
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FMFPae Spot Ser B64OL

of the United Sta
ITAR MEDAL %o

i
>

& e | - 5
teg takes pleasure

PRIVATE JOBSEPH T;‘?. KIGER ,

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPB u...,u BV,

sorvice as set forth in the following

CITATION:
"For consplouous gallantyry and intrepldlity while
somﬁ;mg with Coupany F, Second Battalion, Twenty-
eventh Merines, Fifth Marine Division, in actlan
,,,n inst enomy Japanose forees on Iwo Jimm, Volsanc
Islands, 24 Fehruary 1S When the advance of his
unit weas halted by heavy eneuy small-arms and mortar
fire, Private Nyder volunteelred to lead a tank by

uze of =21 and hand signals throusgh the front lines
smx! inte position from which hostile positions

could be demolished., He dlrected the tank in and
among enewmy positions untll the Japanese sirong
point wae reduced and his company was able to Tenew
the advance, Private Ryder's courage, Inlitiative
fmd devotlon To duly were in keeping with the high&:st
traditions of the Unlted States Neval Sevvice.'

For the Presldent,

ReMaricn, Ind.
B-Joneshoro, Ind.



0126866
DEP=-208~1rf

Spot Award
Serial 861
Signed D4 1

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SECOND LIEUTENANT ASTLE A, RYDER, USMCR.,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION; J

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
commanding a platoon of the First Marine Ralder Bat-
talion during action agalnet enemy Japanese forcee
on Tulagl, Solomon Ielands, August 7, 1942. Leading
hie platoon in an attack on a Japanese emplacement,
Second Lieutenant Ryder was sgeverely wounded. Without
regerd for his injuries, he re-entered the action #hd
deetroyed three of the enemy who were directing con-
centrated machine-gun fire into the pousition occupied
by his platbon, thereby materially agsleting hie command
to advance and successfully complete its mission.
Second Lleutenant Ryder's dauntlees courage and herolc
leadershlp were an inepiration to hies comrades and were
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United
S8tates MNaval Service.!

For the President,

v NE KNOX

Becretary of the Navy.

Y

- Bgaufort, South Carolina

s ¢

- Presque lsle, Haine
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. aal

ure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

for service as zet Torth in the fellowing

208-eme ' fpeagd SPOT

The President of the United States takes plesns-

CORPORAL CLIFFCRD A, RYERSON,
UNITED STATES MARIKE CORPS,

CITATION:

#Por conspicuous gallantry and intrepldity whlle
servinz with a Plateon of Company I, Third Battallon,
Seventh Marines, First Marine ?iviqion, in rotion
against enemy Japanege forces on Pelellu, Palsu Islsnde,
1 fentember 1944, When the sdvance of his plstoon
was Slowed down Ey intense enemy mechine-gun and mortar
fire, Corporsl Byerson armed himself with demolition
materisl® and, voluntarily proceeding forward of our
lines in the Tace of hostile firs, deestroyed nine enemy
pillbexes, thereby contributiaz materially to the ad-
vance of his pletoon in this area, By his courage and
initiative throughout thie hazardous operation Corporal
Ryerson. upheld the higheset treditions of the United 3Jtetes
liaval Service.®

for the Preslident,

dt“‘ IR | agh §0 B R
JOnN L. SULLIYVAN

Becretary of the Ravy.

Re-= Lubie, Maine.
B-- Lubie, Maine.
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DGP-298-dmr Serial 41631

The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
genting the SILVER STAR ]

FRIVATE FIRET CLAS: i
UNITED ETATES MARINE CORPE RESERVE,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

““Wor conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
ing as a Flame Thrower Operator of Company £, fecond Battal-
ion, Twenty-fourth Marines, Fourth Marine Division, in action
against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volecano Islands,
24 February 1845, Moving forward under hostile gmall-arms
fire in the company of a demolitions man, Private First Class
Rylicki assaulted an enemy cave position seventy-Iive yards
forward of the front lines. Reaching the mouth of the cave just
as one of the Jepanese appeared at the entrance and threw a
grenade at him, he disregsrded the grenade and, turning his
flame thrower on the cave entrance, neutralized it sufficiently
to permit its complete destruction by demolitions men. 1 'hen
the grenade exploded, he received severe wounds and had to be
evacuated. His courage and devotion to duty reflect the high-
est credit upon Private First Class Rylicki and the United
States Naval Service.”’

For the President,

. FAHER
Ul L SHLLIVAE

Secretary of the Navy.
R--&t. Paul, Minn.
B--St. Paul, Minn,
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