
















































































































































































































































































































































































































'· • • 865018 
DG?-298-mvm 

FMF Pao 
SPOT 
Serial 48164 
Signed. ________ 

The President ot the Dn1ted States takes pleasure 
in presenting the 511 .. VER STAR MEDAL to 

RAYMOND M. RUSS, 
U JITED STATES MARitlE CORPS RESERVE, 

ror service ae set forth in the following 

• 

CITATION: 

conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity wb1le 
serving with Company C, F1fth·Eng1neer Battalion, F1tth 
Marine D1v1a1on, in action egainst enem1 Japanese foroes 
on Iwo J1ma, Voloano Islands, 19 February to 26 
March 194 • Moving out 1n front of fr1endly lines and 
under e to an abandoned tractor stuck in an anti-tank 
ditch, Sergeant Ruse, t1111ng in tb• ditch and salvaging 
the tank, permitted other vehicles ben1nd it to move 
1n to the attaak. On 18 March, when ordered to oonstract 
a road over which explosives were to be hauled t o the 
front lines, he atruok an enemy min:e which d1eabled his 
tre.ctor but, al though severel)' shocked fro• th.e explo-
sion, obtained another tractor and completed his assigned 
mission . 1dh1le constructing a tank road with an armored 
dozer on the f orwttrd al.ope or a. am.all ridge in enem7 
terr1tory without cover from supporting ta e, he encoun­
tered r1ve enem1 aold1ers and. knowing be was not covered 
by friendly tire, waa torced t o withdraw. :hen one of 
the man attacked him fro m rear, Sergeant Russ pivoted 
his tractor toward the enemy and knocked him into a ra­
vine. On 24 and 26 March, he oonetructed roads tor tanke 
into the last ·pooket ot enemy resistance although constantlJ 
endangered by hostile t1re. His oourageoua devotion to 
dut1 was ln keeping with the b1ghest trod1t1ons of the 
United States Naval Ser•iee. 1 

R--Seattle, Washington. 
B--B1g Spring, Texa• • 

For the President, 

Secreta.J'y of the Navy . 



277f,7Z 
L'Cl:- 2 <78• .lb 

Spot .uxre.rd 
Se1 .. .i.s l 829 
Sit:;ncd AJJG.2r7 l~.~~ .. 

~1m l:rcsld.o?~t 0£ the United ::>.t.at;cs takes pJ.cus~~e U! 
!)ro s~n ... :ng tlt:.I 8ILV~"::? ST '#R i::W.,U .. to 

conYOF.l 1 .. c::.l.RL:::S B. RUSZDLT, , uSt.oR., 

i·m~ t..erv.:.cc . s ::.et f orth i n tbe f oll.o. inG)"t 
GI?~T QU : 

r.Por co_1spicuou~ ,ecl:l antry c.n .... !.ntr cpldl t : .. 7f\J.lc 
co1'"vin~ , ... 1th B Batter,;-, Si-'O .... is.l ..... ca1}ons Eo.ttn.J.ion~ 
attached t o t.ho ~·i:r st l:ariaeu., P t!'st :"'o.rl.::~e Dlvi~.:or., 
liJ c V'mJa;; n :ab.st enc: :-v ::a ·ar..ese ta.'1.k 'fot•cec nt tLc 
noutr .... o.r the natttnilmu" F•1ver~ GWtdo.l cnr:ali Solouon 
! sl11rms, on t he ni~bt .o.r Ootot>er 23 , .l9~ In L ;.o 
face oi? tar:r.:.tic er. c;-1y fl r e and ~1 tl'! 'U0'70r" his ~~ 
rides r.~.m.dcd, Oo~pornl suasell ~nd tho ~emalnln7 
t.WI:1 ..... cr.7 or tne crcvt s ~cad_a.stl:r r em.:'\lnGd o.t th:::lr· 

, }'ost and. cont.i.r .. ucd to keep ~'he 37m. antl-i..at .k e.un 
iu :i.ctlon vntil the onoo:-.r attack 'l:ias completely re­
pulsed. ..-'1 !llr:ill, tenacit;r t n;:lld horo1c ovotion to 
cuty wo:.·~ t n ltoop_n: ~1th ths b.ig:1ost traditions of 
t h o Uni, tod Sta.ta~ ~nv~l Sor·:!ea. « 

R - East Fa lls ChUDch, Virginia, 

B - ..if:teBa, Vtrginia . 

y, e..1i, 

o_ the Pronidcnt, 

rnANK KNOX 



913081 
DGP-298-eme • • Corn1enFMF 

SPOT 
Serial 8405 
Signed NOV l 4 194f 

Ths . r "ii!er.t ':f tLe U it,...a_ !".. ·etts t kEis Iil'i',' e­
u e n r.r~ '" f:!1 t ;ing t·be ... lL"T'ER STAR MtD!L to 

P, ~IVA Fifl~'f -CL1\~~ ltt.Lf ORTH W. P.U":SELl. , 
U I J.ED ST~\'F n RTN_, COF S R 'SEFVE, 

,..IT .T!ON : 

~~~r ~ont~lcucc ~· 11 ntr; aad 1ntro;1dltJ ~lle 
~ l""l1ng ~1th c~m '"nY , Scn~nd Esttelion, ~~venth 
'~r1nes, F'r t ~r1ne 1v1s1on, in ~ction g~1n~t nn­

e"'Y Tar:- ":'"lr><~e forcP.l? ~ ·~ ~el ltu. P~lnu 1sl""n .. &, ~ ':cto­
ber 1944. Wh1le ui9 ~av~nce plstcon ·~e ~ut cff from 
·h~ r:Sf cf the ~omp.ny by hsavy e e~y fire rr~~ a 

rH'lg e to t ts :rear, Pr1v te P1r-st Olr ,e Ru ssell sa -
t'W!! o~nd'n r1n~e l ing hel~1eas long the ex ossd 
erQst ~nd , traverg1ng the haz~rcoua way o~cK ~lon5 t he 
o rro•" r1dae through .... lthering b.arrag~ of bosti1e 
me- e.l:l1ne-gun ar.d 3n1.,.,er tire , iSade t110 auoc. 9!v e tr·-l..ps 
t.? rr..~c·1~ them. ga1n r1Ek1ng h i & 1.if.., t • ~upply hifl 
cnmpeny with urP:ently nG~ded ~sapo:i.a , .he et out to re­
c:~ .ver the Ant mat~ c rifle9 of the wounded ,$rr,1nca and> 
rtl. though •m~ed by enemy fi~e hl:mself , persia tvrl until 
h~ succeeded ln this ~elf ~ap o1nted peril us ta~k . Ey 
h1 repeated ct~ of horc1sm. ?rivate 1rst Cl cs 
Russell g.,ved the l vcs of t·m comr des nd c•mi;rlbuted 
in~t~r1all;y to t~e succf>os of his .1 toon in an 1m.~H,rt 9nt 
engagement. F1s cool courBge and gr t personr.l valor 
tn thf! fQc.e o! gr11ve neril vers 1.n keeping \Ti t h tho hi gh.­
egt tr...,d.1t1ons of the United States N v 1 erv16c. 1• 

[ ~ I 

Secret ry f'lf the v • 



• 
019577 
iDGP-298-e bg 

• 
ComGenFMFPao 00396-45 
Signed~-------

!t'!l~ i·eait1ent oi' the United State~ tll ~s pleaSN. 
ure 1n prcsea~1ng tbe SlLVf.R ~mA.1 m::Dt>J.. to 

FIR~. Lt TEt'/i er R<>MCLO. r . RUS 01 
UHI'l'.SD $~A:.i. .ARIHP.: CORFS RESERV .. , 

for erviec a et toi•th 1n the follo '1.ng 

Cl'l'ATIOl i 

1Por conap1cuoun gollantry nna ntrepld1ty 
no flCt1.ng Co pnrl)' COIJ .ander or Company Ft econd 
Batto11ori, Fir t nr n , P1r•tt 'Rt"1ne D1v .s1on,. 
1n action a~a1nr.t enemy J pnnese fore s Dn ? l~liut 
t-Blnu :r l :'1'5. , l 7 r.eptomber 19.f-4. f.l.thour;h oundeu 
him air w.1 e.n h OompMy Core.., n er becrune cA -
uolty, r.11~nt 1 .. 1 t1tcnf!l'lt uc~o or·gan d th 
ot the co ~pany Lind leci cteterm1ned . ault Bc1n°t 
stubbo:ru enemy r 1 tMOO . ""oun.ded nc;mn tlur1ns the 
tux·1ouR not1on, h rllll ed h1F fl ~ren th t::m«i le an 
&ttack on tYo nemy ~pl ce entc, nnn h11 t ne f lf-

een ,ffi;nmc before 1 e '!.'lounded h11•d t1r:te and 
ord reCi to th ree.1... H! n Gouran:e, le der hip and 
devotion to duty in the :fnoe or st~ong oppo 1 t~.on 
refl ct the hlg t or dit uoon ~1~ t L1 ut nnnt 

u o and the Uni tea ate"' r vtl ~ rV'i c • 11 

Q~ tle Preoldent, 

SUI.UVA 

~ oretury or tl N y. 

R-Scrmiton, Pa. 
Snrantlon, .Fa. 



,.../ 

:1- ;;i. ¥7 ;i_3S 
OllJB8 
DGP-298-g jcl 

• • 

:pot Awa:r·d. 
Ser .i.al 287:3 
s !gned • tntc 1. 8 1943 

The President of the United St~tes takes pleasure in 
px-esenting the OILVSR STAR 1\FJDAL to 

l\:ARI.r: GU?>m.:..H .ED'IARO <:; . RUST l ur- 'CR •• 

for service as set forth in tb.e following 

CIT~TIO .: p 
. 

1'.Fo.:r conep1euous c:..allantry t..nd intrepid 1 ty while 
attached to the First Batta.lion, seventh Marines~ 
Fi:rst; Marine Division, during action against enemy 
Japo.ncse forces on Guadalcanal. Solomon Islands, 
Deptember 2S, 1942_. 'Pnder heavy fl.re from bost1le 
!Duet:dlle guns and rif~les, •ar inc Gunner nus t crossed 
an open beach neer the 1louth or the !fa.tanikau niver 
and swam a distance of over f.ive hundred yards to 
re~eh a boat sent out by a Unltea tt~tes ~avy destroy­
er so tnat he mignt be taken a board thut ship to 
direct gunfire agsinst .1a1.anese shore pos it1ol1s. Hia 
courageous initiative ~nd complete disregard of per­
f1onal safety resul.ted in t .. e infliction of heavy 
losses upon t l:e enemy und were in k~e ping 1th the . 
rlighest tr.editions ·~f the Ltnited Ste.tes Navel service . It 

For the President , 

I 

FRANK KNOX 

Secret-ry of the Nevy . 

B-Detroit, Michigan C.w .:~:....\o..u~ \!Jc......r--.lL) 
R-Detroit, Michigan 0 . 



fStL f! 
DGP-2v8-egc 

• • 
Cinc~ac 
Appd SofN l--1~46 
Serfal :JO<i J3 
Signe JUN l l fQ,tc; 

The esldent of t.."ie United S tt::s U:.ke prlde in 
presenting the Sll .. ~r.R STAI Li E.DAL posthumously to 

CORP(;, L ViERlmR RUSZNl', USI\Cc ., 

fc.'r service a set forth in U1e follQV1f.llg 

~ITATluN: 

"Fo:r conspicuous gtillent.ry an intrepidity as a Sqund 
bender serving with t.b.e First Bat.talion. First t1uirineS, First 
... m.rlne Division, m action ~ enemy Japanese forces on 

leUu, Palau Islwld$, 15 September 1 \' rllen his platoon 
vres subjected to audden and devaatatiT"ig fire from an enemy 
beCAvy n:iacillne gun emplP..ced in coral rock :during an attack 
by cur troops to extend the .lnitial beachh(md, Co:rporal Ruszat 
unhesitatingly sought out and engage~ tb.~ Japanese weapon, 
subsequently closing heroically on th emplacement and de­
stroying the gun crew with. hlS bayonet and :grenades. Although 
mortally v:ounded in tbis action, he steadfasUy maintained an 
oxpcsed posit.ion in the froht lines for several mtnutes ani.i 
idir.ected the fire of is s~d ur..til b- cdllapsed. Cotper-al 
.Ruszat's brilliant. 1nltiatlve, fuoomiUble fighting spirit tlnd 
seU-sacrificlng devotion to duty in the face of grave peril 
were ftl keeping With the hlgnest tr&.iitions of the United States 
.\.~aval rvtce. e gallantly gave hls life for his country." 

R--Port Chester, .N6 Y • 
.... ~c 1ll'Winrlt, Garrut:ny 

or the Pr~sident, 

JAMES FO.P..RESTAL 

~ecretaey o! the Navy. 

SSM,perm Cit,ltr fr CMC pres 1 d. by CO,MB,Navy Yard,N.Y. on 6 September 45 
to pa.rents of the late Corp.Ruezat, Mr . and l·irs. Gustav Ruszat, 214 Irving 

1~.,Port Chester, N.Y.Apprapr1ate ceremony at MB , Navy Yard,N.Y . 
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308419 
DGP-298-eln 

Cincpac 
App. SofN 1-4-45 
Serial 004239 
Signed APR 18 1945 

The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

SERGEANT SAMUEL R. RUTA, USMC., 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a 
Platoon Guide serving with the First Battalion, First 
Marines, First Marine Division, in action against enemy 
Japanese forces on Peleliu, Palau Islands, on 15 September 
1944. When his company was· pinned down by withering 
rire from concealed enemy emplacements and communications 
with the supporting tanks fai led, Sergeant Ruta unhesitatingly 
climbed to a vital point of vantage behind the turret of 
the landing tank to direct the fire of the tanks and the 
advance of his squad. Although mortally wounded by 
hostile fire as he maintained his exposed position, he 
tenaciously continued leading his men until the objective 
was overrun. Sergeant Ruta•s skillful leadership, 
indomitable fighting spirit and valiant devotion to duty 
were an inspiration to his men and in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 
He gallantly gave his life for his country. 11 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Easton, Pennsylvania. 

B •• Easton, Pennsylvania. 

SSM, perm. cit. & ltr fr CMC pres 1 d 6 June by Comdt, NYd, 
Phila in the off ice of the Mayor, Easton, Pa. to the parents 
of the late Sgt. Ruta, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ruta, 917 Spruce 
St., Easton, Pa • 
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804290 
DGP-298-mvm 

FMFPac 
SPOT 
Serial 79499 
Signed 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL BERTRAM H. RUTAN, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as a Squad Leader of Company C, First Battalion, 
Twenty-seventh Marines, Eif~h Marine Division, in 
action against enemy Japanese forces at Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands, on 28 February 19~5. When his company's 
advance was held up by a heavily fortified hostile 
emplacement of four heavy machine guns and two light 
machine guns, Corporal Rutan courageously volunteered 
to lead a tank across a fire-swept area to a position 
in front of the lines from which it could deliver accurate 
fire on the enemy emplacement • .Although he sustained a 
painful wound while guiding the tank, he remained in his 
hazardous position to direct the fire of the tank and 
aided greatly in destroying the hostile emplacement and 
in enabling the assault compa nies to move forward in 
that area. By his aggressive fighting spirit and 
initiative, Corporal Rutan upheld the highest traditions 
of the United States Naval Service. 11 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Hempstead, New York 

B . • New York, New York 



~ , 
• • 221276 

AW-298-ebs 

Spot Award, 1942. 
Serial 18 MAP l 8 lq.11). 
Signed~~~~~~~ ,, 

The President of the United States t akes pleasure 
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

PLATOON SERGEANT JOHN G. RUTH, U. S. MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: I 

0'For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity) 
while a member of the Second Battalion, First 
Marines, First Marine Division, {during action 
against enemy Japanese forces in the Tenaru Sec­
tor, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, on the early 
morning of August 21, 1'942 • .J While subjected to 
the devastating fire or a strong attacking enemy 
landing force, Platoon Sergeant Ruth, with utter 
disregard for his own safety, proceeded to the 
front lines, manned an abandoned light machine 
gun and promptly silenced the machine gun which 
had raked his platoon with gunfire. Although 
stunned momentarily by an enemy bullet hitting 
his helmet, he continued his determined and 
accurate f ire and assisted effectively in clear­
ing his sector of the enemy." 

That portion of the 
above citation under­
lined in red should 
not be given either 
verbally or in writing 
to any person without 
the permission of the 
officer in charge of 
the Decorations and 
Medals Division. 

For the President, 

F.1.tAl ... "( ICNOX 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R ••• Phildelphia, Pennsylvania. 

B ••• Mt. Carmel, Pennsylvania. 

.• 



• 

for 

CIT 'fiQl c 

" '-/.'-'S n t"'1'r..•}' .. J .J ' J;" .... > L{\ ., 

tb Agvy • 

• 



463072 
DGP-298-bgj 

Cincpac 
.App. SofN 7-19-45 
Serial 31852 
Signed FEB 1 1946 

The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

CORPORAL HENRY F. RUTKOWSKI, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Member 
of an Engineer Squad temporarily serving with the Third 
Battalion, Twenty-Fifth Marines, Fourth Marine Division, 
in action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands , on 19 February 1945. Serving as a 
mine-removal specialist1 Corporal Rutkowski rendered 
gallant service in probing for mines in the vicinity of 
his landing team's ammunition dump, thereby contributing 
materially to the safe unloading of supplies from 
amphibi an tractors. When an enemy shell hit the dump, 
Corporal RutKowski, discontinuing his own work, 
immediately rushed to the aid of those who were scattering 
the remaining unexploded ammunition boxes and, while 
perf orrning this hazardous task, was instantly killed by 
a second enemy shell hit on the dump. His cool courage 
and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of grave 
peril reflect the highest credit upon Corporal Rutkowski 
and upon the United States Naval Service. He gallantly 
gave his life in the service of his country." 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Matrona1 Pa. 

B •• Matrona, Pa. 

SSM, cit. and .ltr. fr. CMC was presented to parents of the 
late Cpl. Rutkowski, Mr. and Mrs. Chester Rutkowski on 
17 April 1946. By the OinC, Northeastern Rec. Div. Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 
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355349 
DGP-298-bz 

Spot .Award 
Seri al 0954 ComSevFlt 
Signed OCT 9 1944 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS FRANCIS R . RYAN, USMCR. , 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

''For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving with a company of the Third Battalion, Seventh 
Marines, First Marine Division, during action agai nst 
enemy Jap anese forces at Cape Gloucester, New Britain, 
January 3-4, 1944. When his battalion was heavily fired 
upon by enemy rifle, machin·e-gun and mortar fire f rorn 
strongly fortified hostile positions during an attempted 
river crossing at night, Private First Class Ryan 
h e roically drove his 75-rnm. gun through unfamiliar, 
tangled jungle, bringing the weapon to a position from 
which it was fired at point-blank r ange , destroying 
enemy emplacements and guns and enab ling the Third 
Battalion to advance. Private First Class Ryan's daring 
aggressiveness and inspiring courage under fire were in 
keeping with the highest traditi ons of the Unit ed States 
Naval Service. 11 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •. Riv er Rouge , Michigan. 

B •• River Rouge , Michigan • 



924080 
DGp 29S Navy FBB 

FmtPac SpotSer 54922 
Signed:--~~--------

~e President of the United Statea take• plea­
eure 1n presenting a SILVER 811.'AR MEDAL to 

PRIVATE JESSE J. RYAN, 
Ul'flTED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

tor aervice se set forth 1n the tollow!ng 

CITATION: 

"For conap1cuoue ga11antry and 1ntrep1d1t~ 
While serving with Headq~rtera Comp~, Second 
&ttalion, Twenty-sixth Marines, Ptfth Marine 
Division, in action apinat enemy Japanese tor­
cee on Iwo J!tna, Volcano Islands, 10 March 19£ 
llhen three men 1n his ba ttal1on were eeriou~ 
w~unded dur1ng an exchange of ~enade• wtth the 
Japanese, Private Ryan went to their aasistance 
to administer first a1d end to mslce them oomrort­
able for the night and, after making three sepa-

\ rate trips early the next morning, evacuated the 
men to an area where they could be assisted by 
stretcher-beaNre. While returning to the l1nea, 
he observed another seriously wounded comrade in 
front of our lines unable to move and, after 
crawling to the stricken man, aucoeeded 1n carry­
ing him to the rear area for treatment. Hie out­
standing 1n1t1at1ve and courage 1n the taoe or 
intense enemy r1re renect the htgheet credit 
upon Private Ryan and the Un1ted States Naval 
Service." 

For the Pres1~ent, 

R- Popular Bluff, Mo. 
n " " B-

... _. t 

l: ai11~ n... • 'url'· :: t> .., 

Secretary of tho Navy. 



042039 
DGP 298 navy f lw 

f mf pac 
SPOT 
Serial 61534 
Signed 

The P r esident of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

SECOND LIEUTENANT JOSEPH J . RYAN, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a 
Platoon Leader of Company G·, Second Battalion, First 
Marines, First Marine Division, in action against enemy 
Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, on 14 June 
1945. Leading his m!:!!,_in an assault on a stronglY.=hel.£_ 
enemy ric"!_ge i !!_ the face of s.J:_s~ine~ sniper and machine­
gun fire, Second Lieutenant Ryan overran the position 
and d rove the defenders back with hand grenades and small 
arms, thereby anchoring t h e left flank of the battalion 
posTEion. When severe casualties necessitated that his 
platoon be relieved, he exposed himself constantly to 
enemy fire in order to effect the evacuation of his 
wounded. On two occasions, he went to the aid of 
seriously wounded men and with no other means available 
carried them in his arms to safety. His fighting spirit, 
courage and devotion to duty were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 11 

For t h e President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Flushing, N.Y. 

B •• Manumee , Ohio 



, 
289419 
DGP-298-Navy-Bin 

Cine Pac 
~POT 
Sor:in1 0647 
S~gnod, __________ _ 

be PltaDidont of be Un!ted States . Pl"1de tn 
p:ronont1n13 t110 .SILVER Bl'AR m!lt\L poutbwoouely to 

CG.t PORAL MAR~ 3. llYAN~ 
UNii'ED "'~'l'iW ftt~Ifm CORP81 

for Gl"Vic ae eet £ovth in tbo olloving 

.. 

CI 1\.TIOl: 

R·-lI11.1Sboro~ Oregon.~ 
D--li11lsboro, Oregon. 

.. L SULUV1* 



• • 
n~1F r.'ac 
si:-o i 
~·art.al 213· 
3lgned SEP l 8 1941 

-" ---------· -

The Presldent Qf the Untted States tak(.IS pleasure in pre­
senting ttie SILVEE sn· .. p lffiDAL to 

'F'I~ LD MUSIC P.t?£'r r_:L,P.~f' 1':0t'#MAN J ., FYANt 
UrtITED S'I1 A -.r~·~ •. 1AR1N COPPSt 

for sP.rvice l!ri set forth ln the foltowtng 

" 'F Gr consplc :..\OUS f!all!\ntry and intreptrnt~· " hlle se~.- .. 
ing wun C ~ .mp.wy r, rhtrd .Bntta.lton} 8eccnd l' .. 1ar-ines, . econd 
M.r..rtne DlvtFdon~ In aeUon A.f'.a ln.t1)t f!nemy Jnµan~se forces on 
Salprm, :1.nrtane.~ lslandF, 0.n the nfr(.ht of <....-ctobe~ 1s1A. ·As 
a meznb~r o! an am\1uah party~ .Fl~ld 'ttus.le Flrst Class ~yan 
qu letly le:tt h 1 s pl9.Ce of et1.ncea lment, a.a ·a seeut ·trrJ'.m :a large 
cody o!' ~"emy soldters ca..'lla down path ttnd1 slipplne' p t e-
1d.nJ the Japan'i?sa, ~ntied him to death trJ prev~nt him fror.i 
mathtg an outer~- ..:y hlz quictt th.tnltlng anct darinf!, ne ena 1led. 
htt! iD!"ty to ambush and deat:"'oy a large numi.: -er. of tbe enemy .. 
'.H l~. courage and devotton ~o duty retteat the highest eredlt 
upon ~ \eid l.Austc Flrst C 1'8s ~yap, md the United St.ates Naval 
"' 1 t' ... \erv ce. 

n ... -Madi~on H•Iehta, Va. 
E'--E.ulp.hurj LA. 

For the Presl.dent, 

JAlvlES 01JlESTAL 

Seqretai+y of the Navy. 



Pr.epared 13 Feb 48 

894174 
DGP 298 Navy tgw S1gn.ed ••••• ••••••••••••••• 

FMFPae Spot Ser 86491 

.. 

Tim Pr. ldent ot the United St&t B W "'O lev.au.ro Ul 
pr sent:i.ne; the SILVER T i4EDAL :to 

r.011 se ~oe £J et terth in the . olJ.ouin€s 

CITAfl'lO 

. f . . - . .. 

R-Mar1on, Ind. 
B~Jonesboro, Ind • 

For the Prea1aent, 
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The President of the United Btatee t akes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

SECOND LIEU11ENANT ASTLE A. RYDER, USMCR . , 

for eervice ae aet forth in the f ollow1ng 

CITA'l'ION i 

11 For conep1cuous gallantry and 1ntrep1d1ty while 
commanding a platoon of the First Marine Raider Bat­
talion during action aga1~et enemy Jopaneae forces 
on Tulag1, Solomon Ieland-s, August ?, 1942. Leading 
hie platoon in an attack on a Japanese em acement, 
Second Lieutennnt Ryder was severely wounded. ··,'11 thout 
regard for his 1nJur1eR, he re- entered the action flid 
deetroyed three or the enemy who were directing con­
centrated machine- gun tire i nto the p~eition occupied 
by his plat&on, thereby materially ass1st1n~ hie command 
to advance and auocesetully complete 1ts mission. 
5econd Lieutenant Ryder's 4nuntlesa courage and heroic 
leadereh1p were an 1nep1ratton to his comrades and were 
1n keeping with the highest traditions of the United 
States Naval Service. 11 

R - Beaufort, South Carolina 

B - Pre sque l sle , 1·1ai ne 

For the President, 

r .. .;Jm iHOX 

qeoretary of the Navy . 
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The P~e !dent or the United St tes t k a le s-
ure in pr oent1n the SILVER ST EDAL to 

CORPORAL C1 ... IF.FORD A. RY SOl I 

U I D ST TES RINE COP.PS, 

for crvlce as s t forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For con 1ououe lantry and 1ntrep1d1ty 7hlle 
serving 1th Platoon of Company I , '.rhird B tta11on, 
eventh 1 rlnes , Fir t ar1n~ D1v1 1on, in otion 
~gainst enem)' Jept\n~ee toroe8 on Peleliu , PCJJ. o !al nd~. 
19 September 194:4.. hen the advance of hie l tooo 
w s ln ed. down y intense enemy mach1 ne- gun P.tnd morter­
f1re , Corpor l y reon at med h'imselt w1tb demol1 t1on 
mat r1slb and, volunt r1ly proceeding rorM rd ot our 
line 1n th f ce of hostile r1re , de troyed nine ene y 
pillboxe , th reby oontr1but1ng aterially to the d-
v noe of hi pl e.t on 1 n tbi s area. By h1 s courag nd 
1n1t1 tlv throughout t1l b i ou op r tion Cor or 1 
Ryerson. upheld th hi heat ~r d1t1on of th Unit d St ts 
· val Servic • • 

R-- Lubic , Maine. 
B-- Lub1o, Maine . 

or the Pre~1dent, 

Gecret ry or the nvy. 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre­
senting the ~ILVER STF...R MEDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LA~TRENCE ~. -: .YL10Kl, 
UNITED STATES litARINE CORPS - c~RVE. 

!or service as set forth in the following 

CITA'I'ION: 

''For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv­
ing as a Flame Thrower Operator of Company E,Second Battal­
ion, Twenty-fourth Marines, Fourth Marine Division, in action 
against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima. Volcano Islands. 
24 February 1945. l'Jloving forward under hostile small-arms 
fire in the company of a demolitioru: man, Private First Class 
Ryiicki assaulted an ene~y cave position seventy-five yards 
forward of the front linr..s. '" ea.ching the mouth of the cave just 
as one oi the Japanese app~ared at the entrance and threw a 
grenade at him, he disregarded the grenade and, turning his 
flame thrower on the cave entt·ance, neutralized it sufficiently 
to permit its complete destruction by demolitions men. V hen 
the grenade exploded. he received severe wounds and had to be 
evacuated. His courage and devotion to duty reflect the high­
est c1·edit upon PriV"cl.te First Class Ryl1ck1 and the United 
States Naval Service." 

R--E:t. Paul, Minn. 
B- -St. Paul, Minn. 

For the President, 

\OUt! L S\ltl\V ltl 

Secretary ot the Navy. 
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