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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT MARTIN L. OLIVER,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Eighth Marines,
Second Marine Division, in action against enemy
Japanese forces on Tinian, Marianas Islands, 31 July
1944. When his Platoon Leader was killed and several
men wounded in front of our lines, Sergeant Oliver
exposed himself to heavy hostile sniper and machine-gun
fire in order to bring the wounded men to safety. When
it seemed impossible to remove the remaining two men
because of the intense enemy fire, he worked his way
out and succeeded in bringing the men to our lines.

His skill, courage and devotion to duty were in keeping
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval
Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Greenwood, Ark.

B..Greenwood, Ark.
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. For the Fresident,
JAMES FORRpgps,
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
in pmunting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL LEONCE OLIVIER,
UNITED STATES MARIRE CORPE,

for service as set forth in the followiag .
CITATION:

"Yor consplecuous gallantry and intrepidity
while servinz with Headquariers and Service Com-
pany, Second Marines saaeaa Marine Plvieion,

- during action amm% orees at
Taruna. Glloert I:lsnés, {rom g; 2k November
1ﬁ;é%§ Skillled and aggressive dmrtng filerce com-

vainst a deeply entrenched in the cen-
tral seotor of Betio Island, Gorporel Olivier
fought furiously and without rest threughaut three
daye and nighis of bitler ocifenslve action, con-
tributing nntari:ll to the suc¢esa of his unit
in wiping out apanese lacoments. Oneone
Mﬂuen. ne vold ram o the gun port of
a hostile strong aeznt and, dtﬂpibg the enemy's
incessant sheiiiire, destroyed the entrenchment
vith well-placed dewollitions ana g:eanan fire,
then entered the area and kllled lhe vanniﬁtng
p#raaaanxw Apsin risking his life in a subseguent
engapement, ne fearlessly exposed himself to wither-
ing bestixg fire to gain an advantageous position
for covering the advaunce of a compenien to the
entrance of an enemy-held position. His daring
initiative, grealt personal valor and tireless
devotion to the completion of each perilous mis-
slon served as an inspiration to our troope and
reflect the bighont eredit upon the United States
Naval Serviee.

; : For the President,
B--Eunice, Louisana. 0N | I mens
Teme g

Secretary of the Navy.
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The President of the United States tekeg pleasure in
presenting the SILVEER STAR HEDAL to

CORPORAL JAMES A. OLLIPF, USHO. &
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION: o

"For econsplouous gallantry and iatr-gieizy
while serving with B Battery qgco ¥esponsg
Rt e Hey" ahpens

on, agalngt enemy a@
tenk forcges at the mouth of the ﬂntnnikun ver,
Gusdalesnal, Zolomon Islands, on the night of
Oetshr 23, 842, ¥ith nttor disregard for his

naf Ha ety and in the face of heavy
apmn rm Corporal Olliff stesdfestly re-
mained st h&: post and with the aihar--nibars
of his battery succeeded in keeping the antl-
tank gun in sction until the enemy attack was
gom:letely repulsed, His skill, tcaﬁalty anﬁ
hercic devotion to duty were in
the highest traditiaan of the Un
Maval Service.®

For the President,

.Fnuq ENOX
Seeretary of the Navy

R - Bristol, Georgla,

B - Brlstol, Georgla, 9-24-1920.



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the
SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
CORNELIUS V. O'NEIL
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while
serving as a Member of the Marine Detachment aboard the
USS NEVADA (BB 36) during combat operations against the
Japanese at Okinawa Shima from 25 March 1945 to 14 April 1945.
Upon the arrival of the NEVADA in the combat area, it commenced
executing its fire missions. The ship came under heavy
bombardment from Japanese coastal defense guns and attacks by
kamikaze suicide planes. During these attacks, Private First
Class O'Neil, although wounded, remained at his battle station,
and at the same time, aided the wounded, helped in
extinguishing fires, cleared wreckage from the deck while
magazines of 20mm ammunition were exploding around him, and
helped place the damaged battery back in operation. As a result
of these attacks, 13 personnel were killed and 65 were wounded.
By his daring actions, ceaseless efforts, and loyal devotion to
duty, Private First Class 0'Neil reflected great credit upon
himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps
and the United States Naval Service.

For the President,

W

Secretary of the Névf
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT HERBERT O!NEAL,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as a Tank Commander of an Armored Amphibian
of the First Armored Amphibian Battalion, First
Provisional Marine Brigade, Third Amphibious Corps,
during action against enemy Japanese forces on Guam,
Marianas Islands, 21 July 1944. When his tank struck
a mine and caught fire, Sergeant O'Neal opened the
turret and evacuated one of the injured crew members.
Despite the intense fire and exploding ammunition, he
reentered the tank to evacuate the other wounded crew
man and, in the face of enemy fire, proceeded to
administer first aid to the injured. His initiative
and devotion to duty reflect the highest credit upon
Sergeant 0'Neal and the United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..0Oakland, cCcalif.,

B..Harrisburg, Ark.
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The President of the United States takes pride in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

CORPORAL JAMES H, O'NEILL,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
 CITATION:

““For conspicucus gallantry and intrepidity as a Tank
Gunner, serving with Company A, First Tank Battalion, First
mmm,inmﬁmammemy}amhmm
awa, Ryukyu I Emaw injury when
thcmmwhiehhnmnﬂm-w nner was blown up by
mwmmmcammﬂ'mﬁwmmmw
the aid of the crewmen and assisted the least seriously wounded
to the safety of 2 covered position, Acting on his own initia-
tive and with ufter disregard for his personal safety, he then
bravely crept forward of the battalion lines, despite extremely
mwmmwmmmmwmmzm,
red for and guarded 2 seriously wounded crewman lying
in a shell hole, Ina gallant attempt to carry this man to
safety, he was struck down by hostile fire, By his extreme
bravery and unselfish concern for others, Corporal O’Neill
ammmmnmmmaamm,mm
eourageous actions were in keeping with the highest traditions
of the United States Naval Service, He gallantly gave his life
for his country,”’

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy,

Re-Dorchester, Mass,
B--Butte, Mont,
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‘l‘ha President of the United States takes pumo in pre-
senting the SILVER S8TAF MEDAL to

; CAPTAIN JOEN T, O'NEILL,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION: '

‘_ ‘Wmmmummueam
y umm Tractor Eattalion,

amphibia a 8 to his asaigned gector of the

, Captain @’mm fearlessly risked his life to evac~
mm the stricken eraft to an outgoing vehicle,
, survivors to the zﬁm wh:u he m another
6 10 Fhat ¥k sifittans vouatad sak shes tri-
o to  ladlng boat, relosded b vehicle with re-

mmm mmhlyta mm-
awa Campaign and his zealous devotion to duty
‘keeping with the highest traditions of the United

R - West Somerville, Mass. iohn L SULLIVAR
B - Boston, Mass.
Secretary of the Navy.
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The President of %the nited ﬁtﬂaa $akan plensure in
pressnting the BILVER STAR HIDAL posthumously to

GAPTAIR JOHR W, OVEMILL, USNOR,,
for service ns met forth ln Whe Tallowing
CITATIONt
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The Fresident of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
senting the SILVER 8TAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT THOMAS R. O'NEILL,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
ing with Company L, Third Battalion, Twenty-second Marines
(Rein:tarced}, F'itth Amphibious Corps,in actlgn against enemy

_énrmg the mmian of Eniwetok and Parry

Mars roup, on 19, 20 and
'y A3 Altk mundsé durmg flerce ﬁght!,ng

 evacuated to an aki shatien, Sergeant O’Neill accepted only
temporary first aid and ‘returned to his unit. In the engage-
menton Parry Island when 21l other non-commissioned officers
were casualties, he assumed and eﬂiaieatly performed the
du@ies of Platoan Sergeant. By his courage and initiative,
Sergeant O’Neill contributed materially to our success inthese
areas and upheld the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service.”

For the ¥Fresident,
NN L SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.

R--Kansas City, Mo.
B--Kansas City, Mo.
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mmma#mmuaummmm
ummmmmm

PRIVATE FPIRET MARVIN E. OPATZ
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

nrmummnmuxmmg
GITATION

"For consplouous gallantry mu! &utnwuz while
tm n:mex &a-u of Com=

m. p— : g g e :
B--Sauk Repids, Minn. = Secretary of the Navy.
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The President of the United States takee pleas-
ure in presenting the SILVER STAR HEDAL to

GAPTAIN DONALD H. O'ROURKE, JR.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

. “Por conspleuous gsllsntry snd lntrepldity ae
Commanding Officer of a;pm F, Second Battalion,
Twenty-seventh Marines, Fifth Harine Divielon, in
setion againet enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima,
Volesno lslands, 25 February 1945. With his com~
pany pinned down by ou::g TArE“ENE seriously re-
duged in strength, Captaln O'Rourke unhesitatingly
went forwsrd to the front lines and, although he
wae forced to erewl Shrough machine-gun fire,
reached s poeltion frowm which he could reconncliter,
estimgte the situstion end evolve a plan of relief.
On Bhie return through the deadly hostlle flre, he
wae wounded but refused to be evacuated until he
could familisrize one of his officers with the
plan. By hie prompt sotlons and courage, Captain
O'Rourke wee responsible for extricsting his con=
peny from ite perilous pogitlon, and his devotion
to duty wes in keeping with the highest traditions
of the United States Naval Servicge.'

For the Pregident,
il L SELLE

Seoretary of the Navy.

R~-Denver, Colorado.
B--Newport News, Virginia.
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The Presiden States takes
ure in presenting the ﬁmﬂfgi& VAsase

WALIER T JR,
URTTED STATES MARINE GOked "’

for service as set forth in the folloving
CTTARION:

i.

tione of the mm states

For the Fresident,

it L Sun VAN
e L. 20

Searetary of the Navy,

. R=B8parta, N, 0,
B-fparta, N, C,
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The Fresident of the United States takes pride In
presenting the SILVER §TAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JEREMIAH ], O'SHAUCENESSY, USMC,,
for mervice as set forth in the following
CITATION:

TAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy.
:‘Msm

- s : - ,
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The President of the United States takes pleas-
ure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL %o

WARRANT OFFICER OLIVER W. OBTMEYER,
URITED S%&TES HARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:
"Por wmzo:ga; gellantry and intre w.t; as

nmm;__. ¥, Second Battalion,

Fourth ¥ inforeed), First Provisional Ma-

rine Brigad , \ird Amphibious Corps, during action
; m&uﬁ nemy Jt egse forces on Quam, Marianas

1 dvane fifty vards in
front of his '%4 e e

full view of m.
warrant 6ft£m pstmeyer contacted the ¢ or
of a friendly tank informed him of the platoon's
osition. Moving back to his he was attacked
an efficer and, after being slashed across
the face with a saber, killed the Jepanese. His
fighting mtﬂt and devotlon to duty reflect the
highest credit upon Warrant atﬂur Ostmeyer and
the United States FNaval Service."

For the President,
RN L. SULLIVAN
Secretary of the Navy,

R--Tos Angeles, Calif.
Bﬁ‘“st. Leui’j Mo.
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Tne Pregident of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER 8TAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL KENNETH E. CSWALD, U. S. MARINE CORPS,
for gervice as set forth inm the following '
CITATION;

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepldity in
action during an engagement with enemy Japanesge forces
at the mouth of the Matanikau River, Guadalcanal, Solo-
mon Islends, on the night of Cetober a-i%gii§ Surround-
gﬁ-aaﬁ‘v:gtiy outnumbered by detnrninc&‘ - forces,
Corporal Oswald and five of hie comrades fought
despsrately to hold theilr vositions. Refusing to be
dislodged from hie defensive position, he finally
succeeded in inflieting heavy casudlties on the enemy
attempting to eroes the river. Hils great courage and
indomitable fighting spirit wers in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,
FRANK KNOX

fSecretary of the Navy.

R « Lamar, Colorado.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

FIRST LIEUTENANT RAYMOND A. OVERPECK,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as
Commanding Officer of Company I, Third Battalion, Ninth
Marines, Third Marine Division, during action against
enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands,

3 March 1945. Discovering several enemy guns being
readied for action against another Battalion which was
moving up across open ground in the direct line of fire,
First Lieutenant Overpeck quickly prepared his 80-mm.
mortar section and led three rocket launcher teams into
position about fifty yards from the hostile guns.
Remaining near the rocket launchers in full view of the
target, he opened fire with both mortars and rocket
launchers and personally directing the attack, obtained
hits on every enemy gun in the group. Although his
small group was harassed by hostile riflemen, he
courageously remained at his exposed position and
continued to direct the fire, using his own rifle to
kill two of the Japanese. By his initiative and skillful
" coordination, First Lieutenant Overpeck prevented the
enemy gun-crews from firing a single round and, in
addition, was responsible for the destruction of four
enemy guns, the annihilation of many Japanese soldiers
and the saving of lives among our own troops. His
leadership throughout was in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Emporia, Kans.

B..Joliet, T1ll,
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The Fresident of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL te

PRIVATE FIRST CLas2 NELL OVERTON, USMCR.,
for service as set forth in the following |
CITATION: / ﬁiéiédﬁwgJi~€?~*‘”'
/f ) s

“For aonapx allantry and intrepidity in
action while se 1a¢ ih the Third Marine Division
during the ﬂ#nu attack on Puruata Island, British
gsolomen Is hﬁu* on November 1, _Berving as a
ra;»; 08 the !ivnﬁn&n ersw on pillimeter sedfe

o an, Private ririt Class Overton
uaiisi tiasly wivuunol.tain the jungls %o assist in
an enemy position of three stromgly defended
pilir xes well protected j:;hlliiiu salynrs. Be-pito
ihe ~n‘n ltlitoa urnnr':f_';hgi 1, ines

, he pr;s:c& home a vigoreu:
4&%&9# and ktpt<hin wwapaa in sction until the hostile
stronghold was destroyed. Private First Class Overton's
great personal valor and tenacious devotion to duty
were in Keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Naval Service,®

For the Fresident,
FRANK KNOX
Secretary of the Navy.

R « Jackeon, Tenn.
B « Jackson, Tenn.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL JAMES R. OWEN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as Squad Leader of Company B, Fifth Engineer
Battalion, 'Fifth Marine Division, in action against enemy
Japanese forces during the assault on Iwo Jima, Volcano
Islands, from 19 February to 26 March 1945. On 14 March
when his squad was assigned the mission of clearing a
hostile minefield one hundred vards in advance of
friendly front lines to facilitate the movement of
tanks, Corporal Owen refused to risk the lives of his
entire squad and cleared the minefield himself with the
aid of one other man, thereby enabling the tanks and
infantry to advance and contributing materially to the
defeat of the enemy. On 23 March when he encountered
heavy Japanese mortar fire, which he discovered was
coming from a cave, he skillfully organized and led an
assault on the enemy within and, after silencing the
fire, sealed the cave with demolitions. His courage,
initiative and devotion to duty throughout were in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Bayminette, -Ala.

B. .Bayminette, Ala.
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The President of the Unlted States takes pleasure
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT HOMER L. OWENS, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
for service as set forth in the following

i

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
a member of Company K, Third Battalion, Fifth Marines,
First Marine Division, during actlon against enemy
Japanese forces in the Solomon Islands on November &,
1942, When the advance of his company was held up by
‘¢1ose range fire during our assault on hostile positions
at Guadalcanal, Sergeant Owens rushed forward with two
other Fiarines to capture a 37 mm. gun. Under tremendous
hostile shelling, he succeeded in destroying the gun
crew and putting the weapon out of aetion, thereby
permitting the remainder of his company to complete its
objective without undue losses. His heroiec conduct,
maintained at great risk in the face of grave danger,
was 1n keeping with the highest traditlions of the
United States Naval Service."

For the Presildent,
F
M“‘ 4\ g’u‘ Wi

Secretary of Navy.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
in presenting the SILVER SPAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT MORRI® C. OWENS,
URITED STATES MARTNE CORPS REMVR,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATIONS

"Por conspiencus pellantry and intrepldity
whille sewving with Headousrters and Bervice Com~ :
pany, Zecond Marines, Becond Marine Division,
during action againast enemy Japanese forces at i
Terpwan, Gilbart Iglands, from 20 %o R4 Noveuber i
g& £killed and aggresgive duving fievee com- w

1aat a deeply sntvenched enemy in the cen~ 3

tral Meter of Betlio YIsiand, Bergeant Owens fougiht
furicusly and withont regt throughout three days \
and nights of bitter oifensive action, conivibute b &
ing materislly to the suceess of bis unit in wip- AN
ing out meny Japanese emplacements. On one ovcoaw .
gion, bhe boldly proceeded to the gun port of a \
hostile strong point and, deSpite the enemy's in- \
cedsgant shellfire, destroyed the eutrencomenti with :
vell-placed demolitions end grenads {live, then
entered the asrea and killed the remaining person-
nel. Apein w»isking hie life in s subsequent en--
gagement, be feaviessly exposed himsell (o wiither-
ing bhostile fire to pain sn advantagsous position
for covering the sdvence of & companica to the
entrance of an spemy-held poasition. His daring
initistive, great personal velor and tirveiese
devotion to the completion of each perilous mis-
8ion served a¥ en inspiration to our troops and
reflect the highnt eredit upon the United States
Neval Bervice.

For the President,

R--Madison, Wisc.,
B--Rice Lake, Wisc. N L SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
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 FIRST LEW R&I}W %3.; OWENE,

rvice as set forth in the foliowing

of the ares to his front on 26
mpany’'s defensive position, super-
m_mwmmwmawﬁmwﬂrm
difficult terrain and, on the following day, continusd his attackuntil
ummmmmﬁ. mmm_ wm:;m

o i | JOHi L. SULLIVAN

fecretary of the Navy.

B~~Fr eals Point, Miss,
ammm, m,
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TMMMM&@UMMWMW@ in presenting
the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously

CORPORAL GIBSON R. OXLEY,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“Por conspicuous gallantry and intrepldity while serving
with the Fifth Awmphibian Tractor Battalion, Second Marine Di-
vbﬁm uring action against enemy W forces on Tinian,
risnas Group, 24 July 1944, Cour : and aggressive In
) 58 WWW&MMM%WWM
' mmﬂ,wwmmmmmmmdmm-
lly t0 the success of a vital pointing
N mmmmmmm  approaching
ﬁk the beach, a tractor which he was command
mmm_tvmmm_mmuwumw

guns and snipers, W mmawmﬁm
mérma_mmwmmmmmmeﬂm but
nortally wounded by eaemy bullets, His self-sacrificing
| mmm to duty and heroic fighting spirit were inkmpinngth
,mmmmummm&wm
galhma'mhhmofwhhe@untry

For th' x—'mm.
y2 /
' Beereury of the Navy.
%..Birmmamm, Mahm i B A

|
4,perm,Cit,1tr fr CMC pres'd.by 0inC,UBMC DHIRS, Bm. 210 Farley

A.d ,Birmingham,Alabams on 20 Aug 45 to mo ther of the late Corp.
Oxlgy Mrs, Efrla L. Oxley,4505 Eignth Ave.,Wylam, Birminghem,Als,

informally at home,
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JAMES FORRESTAL

*WW‘ {:awaﬂh.



