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HEADQUARTERS USAFISPA 
APO #502 

5 December 1943 

GENERAL ORDERS 

NO . • • • .464 
• . 

Awards of the Silver Star • • • • • • 

111. AWARDS OF THE SILVER STAR: 

• • • • • • • Section lllo 

By.direction of the President , under the pr ovision of the 
act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull. 43, WD, 1918), a Silver 
Star is awarded by the Commandi ng General, United States Army Forces 
in t h e South Pacific Area , to t he following- named officers and enlisted 
men: 

JOHN J, OAKES, (354624), Private Firs t Class, Uni t ed States 
~~~ine Corps , for gallantry in action at New Georgia , Solomon Islands • 

. - d made repeated trips through areas covered by severe hostile machine­
gunand sniper fire to deliver messages to t he battalion command post, 
and t o carry rations to an isolated portion of his company on 9 July 
1943. Home address: 7 Chester Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

OFFICIAL: 

By Command of Lieutenant General HARMON : 

M. B. KENDRICK, 
Major, A. G. D., 
Asst. Ad j. Gen. R 

B 

A. J. BARNETT , 
Brigadier General, GSC, 

Chief of Staff. 

C€!Illbricige, Massachusetts . 
Amher st , Massachusetts . 
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The Pr£sjd~nt of the Uhit~d States taJree pleeaure in 
prea~nting 1,lie r;:rr:vti- STA.~ ME.DAL to 

PRIVAT.l!: FJ:RBT CLASS AI.FRED J . O'!Al'lIOlf, 
'UIU'I'!D S1l'ATliS MA1Utilt OOhPS 1\],ffifRWi.,, 

tor • t;rvice as aat torth in the f oll O\ti:ag · 

ClTAT!Oil: 

"Eor cons-picitovs se.11.antry sod 1ntrep1411#y while 
ec:rv:tng as a Rifloman of Compapy .i:, Second B&ttalion, 
Ty..,cmty-eevcnth Mar1nui, JPH'th l<J'\rlne .D~i..vis.ion. in action 
ec~i~st ene"llY Japane5~ f01~ea on I*o Ji . .u., ~alJe.no·lolnnds, 

B Ml'rch ~. When -the advanc.o of hia plat:)()n ·was halted 
by heavily :i'ortif'1od t.nem~ pnait!ons, Eriva.te First Cleso 
O':S, nion ltid t-mka int? t1<' line::t and, d:i.r c:;~1ig l;holr 
firt. by hand a.nd nr111 a1.snaJ.~, aat>1a t;ed d.li:~otl.}' .:. .1 knock• 
1ng out two 6J.l61.G,V pillboxes, ;,her~by allow.tng nla ~latoon 
to -':!(\-r,n.nce. Alt1toug1 ·"n:t.~ed by host~.l ... mrtm f._re dur­
ing th.;, action, l:lo rufuafJa. e.vac·m.t.lon until he had a.id.ea 
in rt;nPv!r~ e.nother ·,ntu flod D:a.n to uai'ety. lfia c.Hirage 
a.r,d d ev-:>ti on to duty .rctlc;c l. the bight:Jut c .. :£.d H:, upon 
P>'ivatr- i irat Claes O'Banion l'ltld th0 United States Ne.val 
ServicE.J,"' 

R~Beaver, La. 
B!Beaver, IA. 

For t.:n. :Proaident, 
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1'be Px-ee1dent ot the Unt tad Sta tas t&kee plea.SUX'G 
1n P1"8ffen.t1ns the SILVER STAB ~L to 

PIA11'00N SDGFANT AUOUS1'INE B. OBERG, 
UNI'l'BD SfAfEB Mi\RINB CORPS# 

to~ •~viott ai'J a&t fOPtb in the f ollov1.ng 

CimTIONt 

''For oon•p1ououa ~allantiay and 1rtt~p1d1 ty 
whU se:rving vitb OolllP&nY A, F1J:'at Battalion, 
Nenty-ailtth Ma:Pines, Fifth M!ll'in• D1viaion, in 
action against enemy Japant=tae fo:ro•a on Ivo J:tma, 
Volcano Ialands* 22 Februa~y ~ When 1ntonse 
f1?'ft t:rom an·~ maobine gun neat held up the 
advane~ of b!s platoon, Pl toon S.~geant Oberg 
unbesitet1xxgly ruabed directly toval'd the hostile 
position and1 by the use of aocurate ~Ule . firG 
e.nd hand g~nade•, succoeded 10. d(tstroying 1t. 
Bis bold 1n1t1at1ve and coura~ we~ impo~tant 
factott$ in the euoceaoful sd11anoe of hie company, 
and his devotion to duty va• 1.n k••P1nS w1tb the 
bi,h&et tt'llditiona of tbe United Statoa lbval 
Service." 

R--N. Sen Diego, Calif., 
B--Pala, Calif. 

JOHN l SULLr: ~ 
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Signed g f p 2 4 1~43 

The J?residen-t of t.i:1e Unit,ed t>t . ..1 tes ta..h .. es pleasure in presenting the 
SILVE:tt STA... MiD.tiL , ost umousl to 

PLATOON SI!:RGEANT C.dZ3TE.R T . 0' BRIEN? UNI TED STATES M., :UNE COP.l'S? 

for service as s t f ortn in t.;e f ollo<?:ing 

CIT.uTIJN: 

11For consJ:)icuous gallantz:, and intrepidi t :y <'lii.ile serving .:i th 
the First Battalion~ Sixth u~rines , Reinforeed1 during action ~g"~1n t 
enemy J u.!'anese forces on Guo.dalcanal, Solomon Isliilldis , J unuar y ~4, 
191 , \Tnen his ~latoon leader bec~me a casualty, Pl atoon Sergeant 
O' Brien immediately ~ssumed command and Qffor ded his men inspiring 
le .... c.er~hi~ 1;hile tirelessly cqmbatin~ a numerically superior force . 
Witn utter disregard for his 0 1,n safety , he courageously l ed :rls men 
in a determined attack agair,st a strong h1..1stile positlon in a deep, 
hec.vily sooded r avine and, altho1g •. greu.tl;)r outnumbered, he succeeded 
in destroying t.m machine-gun emplace.uents before ue .. as killed in 
a ction. His valiant devotion to duty contributed to decreasing the 
effectivene ss of enemy resistance in this sector and u~s in keeping 
.1itJ.1 t.1e highest tradition s of the United States Naval Service. He 
gal_antly gave li S life fight ing for his country . 

For the Pre~ident , 

/s/ FRANK KNOX 

Secret ry of the Navy. 

R - GPneva, New York 

B - Lyons, ~ew York, 8-1-1897 



' ~O 'BRIEN, John P., Jr., Pl.Sgt. 218757 
...... 

sn.VE~R 9TJ R (Army) - Awarded by dlspatch April 27, 1942. li'1led on 
oaae 1740-56-66. Service at Ph. Is . 

The tollow1ng 1nformntion le tt:lken trorn EL Fitness R6port d.nted 
31 ~arch, 194.2 and received in Deoor~t..i..ons nn..1 edals l•Ug"J.i;t 1~42 • 

1350 
CTB: sre 

.HEAD~UAHT£RS 
F1rst Battalion, Fourth Marines 

3 Anr11, l9.i:!2 . 

'I'he Commending Officer. from: 
1'o: The Couunendlng Officer, Fourti1 Marines . 

Subject: Recommendation for awards of ;;.11ver Star . 

l. It is recommended thn.t fe.vors.ble cone1clernt1on 
~e given to tnc award of the Silver Star to the below nafutid 
officer and enl1a~ed men . · 

1. On 25 March , 1 942, during the course of a 
heavy bor.1b1ng 11ttuck of ~~ill a, ? .1., a. large nuUlb~r of 
bot.1•)S fell on the Kindle~' F1eld Flree nettiilg fire to the 92nd. 
c., .C. barrabks ant., the ""'ooaod areo. in the vlc1n1.ty of the 
CJ2n. C.1 •. C. ga.re.ge . !!1he belo\ nained :>fficcr and enlisted 
men, without ragt'.l"d for personal snfety and while enemy 
planes vere operating over.head , aucoe~ded in ge'tt lng \.lnder 
control n firr: which threatened. to destroy a fuel etorage 
tan~ as aell as numerous d0fcns~ 1nsta11at10nE in that area. 
Thi~ aot1·:>n waa rendere · more hn.zardous by the explosion er 
ernall cal:lber aromun1 tion an le::inn m1nes 10 the immediate 
vicinity of the fire fighting . 

MAN Im. Alan ~ . 
CO L'EY 1 H1chard . / 
0 1 'r.RlEN, John P ., Jr.Y 
K-M~EY , Richard D. 
vui N' Evt:Ul F. 
Ic'Rr.'E. Edward G. 

230833 
21.8757 
27?741 
2?8?83 
301430 

J -- ... - ............ - ..... - ........ 

R •.• .• Mo bi.le , Alabnftla. 
B ..... qEttiesburg, M1ss1se1pp1. 

First Lieutenant 
Supply Sergeant 
Platoon Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Private Firet Claes 
Private F1r~t ~lase 

CU TIS T. BEECH R 
- - ~ - - ~ ~ ~ - - ~ - - -
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The President or the United 5tatea takes plea­
sure 1n presenting a SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CAPTAIN ROBERT F. 0 •DIEN, 
UNITED STATBS MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

tor service as aet torth in the following 

CITA'l'IOK : 

"For oonspicuows gallantry and 1ntrsp!d1ty 
as Exeout1ve Otf1cer or Company L, Th1rd Battal• 
ion. Second M&r1nes, Seoond Marine Division, in 
ao·t1on against ene1'41' Japanese force• on Tarawa 
Atoll, Gilbert I~lnnds, trom 20 to 24 November 

. 19~. Courageously leading h1a men ashore in 
~ face of heavy enemy ant1boat, mo0h1ne .. gun 
and sniper f!re, Capte.1n 0 1Brlen promptly ~eor­
ganized his oompan7 and, completely disregarding 
his own personal safety, groatlJ B$s1ated in 
holding a shallow bsaohhead throughout the night. 
The following morning, under intense, peroiatent 
hostile machine-gun and mortar f!x•e, ho ak111ful­
ly directed an aggressive, dotermined attack on 
the eouth beach of the island snd con cr!buted mu.­
ter1a.lly to the ae! zuro of n vi tal boachhead of 
sufficient e1ze to enable the Division to land 
reinforcements and suppl1eo. Capt&in O'Brien' o , 
inspiring leadership. expert tactical ability and 
indomitable fighting spi1 i t during this extremely 
he.zardous pe:riod were in keepir1g wit.~ the hlghest 
tra.dit1one of the United States Naval Service."· 

R- Arlington, Mass. 
B- Bosten, Mass. 

23 Nov. 1918 

For the :Prenide11t , 

Secretary of the NaVJ. 
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Tbe Prea1dent or the United Statea takes pleasure 
1n preaent1ng the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

. PRIVAS PIR51! CLASS WARREN J. 0 •BRIEN, 
VIITED STATES MARINE OORPs. 

tor service ae set forth in the tol1oV1ng 

OITAfIOll: 

"ror oonapiououe gallantr7 and 1ntrep1dit7 while 
serving as an Intelligence Scout ot the Sece>nd Battal­
ion, Eighth Marim•, Second Karine D1v1a1on, in action 
against enem7 Japane•• forces on sa1pan., Jlait1an.aa Is­
lands, 15 June 194!.. Volunteer1ns to guide a platoon 
or .. diwa t•nka-!iii'o the tront 11nea, Private P1rat 
Claes O'Brien courageoual1 exposed himself' to enemr 
fire b7 riding on the outs1de ot one ot the tanka in 
order to have unobatrueted vieton aud, directing tire 
on an enem1 strongholCI 11!lped1ng tblt advance ot the 
caapan7, eont~1bu~d 111&.terially to the destruction of 
the hostile poa1t1on. Bia courage and devotion to 
dut7 retleet th• highest credit upon Private P1ret 
Class O'Brien and the United Statee Kaval Se~v1oe." 

For the Pr~eident, 

~· • t ~ L. St,~}~J~A~ 

Se ere tar1· ot the 1fa. VJ. 

R.--Los Angeles, •alif. 
B.--Albuquerque, New Mexico 4Aprill925 

\ 
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The President of the United tates takes pride in 
presenting the SIL VER STAR :MEDAL posthumously to 

. . 
CAPTAIN \VILLlA!IA D. l 'B ... UEN,USMCR., 

for service as set forth in tne following 

CITA'IlON: 

"Fo.r conspicuous gallantry and mtrepidity as P~ef 
7.1ransfer Officer attached to the Third :t ,arine .0ivision, 
Fleet Marine Force, during action against enemy Japanese 
forces on Asan Beach, Guam, Liarianas Group, on 22 July 
1 G~. Jhen a mortar shell exploded near his foxhole .killing 
one man and wounding two others during the landing and 
occupation of the strongly defended beachhead, Captain 
o•Brien immediately left his shelter and skillfully admin.is .. 
tered first ai d to the wounded and, fearing that the lack of 
professional medical care might prove fatal to the casualties, 
defied the · withering mortar fire to search for a hospital 
corpsman. Finding a corpsman after a.dvancmg fifty yards 
along the fire-swept beach, he fearlessly directed him to 
the casualties and, when emergency treatment had been 
given, kept vigil until the wounded were evacuated at dawn. 
By his cool courage, resolute fortitude and \raliant uevotion 
to duty 1n the face of grave peril, C~ ptain C/Brien upheld 
the highest traditions of the United 8tates Naval Service." 

.,.,, , ,errt c1 \:. 1 trr1~ C .. pr n by 0 1.nC, h1'bnnf1Dr ~ ~sldmrt1r.. t th fat.h r or 
the Je-te Cnnt ~ • Br1ttn , l, r Jt'.u n • ""." ' .. r i n,.JAlvfC'cc 
.., r. a l 5e Penn ng Bl vd ' Al. bany I n. y. . .u....;> f'9.d.RESTAL 
Int pre • 

\ I 

R--Cohoes, N. Y.· 
B--Albany, N. Y. 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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Signed MAY 16 1943 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

GUNNERY SERGEANT EUGENE A. O'CONNOR, 
U. S . MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity aboard 
the u.s.s . HORNET while that vessel was under tremendous 
aerial attack by enemy Japanese forces in the vicinity 
of the Santa Cruz Islands on October 26, 1942. Although 
seriously wounded by an exploding bomb and unable to 
walk, Gunnery Sergeant O' Connor, with utter disregard 
for his injured condition, directed the repair of his 
badly crippled battery and effectively controlled the 
fire of hi~ undamaged guns throughout the duration of 

) -' the action. His heroic conduct was in keeping with the 
highest traC.itions of the United States Naval Service." 

For the President, 

/s/ FRANK KNOX 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R .• Los Angeles, California. 

B •• Los Angeles, California . 

That portion of the above citation underlined 
in red should not be given either verbally or 
in writing to any person without the 
permission of the officer in charge of the 
Decorations and Medals Division. 
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The Prea dent of the United States takee pride 
in presenting th& SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CAP TA Ill HAROLD L. OvOht, 
UNITED rT4rE5 MARinE co::tris REcERVb, 

for eervice as set torth in th& tollow1ng 

CITATION: 

ttpor oonsp1cuous eallantry and 1ntrep1d1t7 
as Go;t..mandlng Oft1oer of Co'Clpan.y Kt 1'b.1rd Bat­
talion, 'Eighth Merines , S"cond ~e.rlne D1v is 1on, 
1n action against en$my Japane&~ foroea on 
Tarawa, Gilbert raland1, from 20 to 24 Ho~ember 
19·~~ Landing on the b~fiah uader intense en.emy 
..ons.r, ant1'boat and nt9.ch1ne- gun fire• ce.pta1n 
Odo~ pro ptl, reorganiz~d the remaining elements 
of his company and eet~b1ished a portion of the 
ea.at s~ctor. cour•se~ualy- and with expert t~·Ch• 
n1cal skill, he p~reon•lly d1rect~d tao demoli­
tion of aev6r&l Japanoeft em_vlaeements, including 
a. eeme.nt blookr.oueo w~loh 'flae hol dlo.£ up the · 
advance of the ent1re Battalion l ine and, al­
though temporarily blinded When OOG of the posi• 
tlons 4'.Xploded, 00:1tinued r.da heroic oommand 
UAtil the tiDemy foree w&& driv~n to the ~aet6rn 
end of the a.1rstJ>1p. capta1n Odon~•• inapiring 
leade-ziship and dauntleca f1ehting &p1r1t in the 
face Of gr aV(I pe~ll Were in keeping tr1th the 
higheat tr~ditiona ot the United States Naval 
Service." 

R--Baton Rouge, La. 
B-•Many, La. 

For th• Preaident, 

JOHN L SULLIV 

Secretary ot the Novy. 
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The .President of the United States takes plea.sure ln 
presenting the SILVER S'r AR MEDAL to 

FIRSr LIEUTENANT JOHN J .. O'DONNELL, us:M:CR., 

for service a.s set forth in the f ollowifig 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and lntrepidf.ty whUe 
attached to the First Marine Division du.ring action against 
enemy Japanese forces on Cape Gloucester, New Britain 
Island, January 3, 1944. \~Then our forces were pinned down 
by a vicious counterattack by Japanese machine gu.."18 and 
small arms after crossing a stream in the southeast sec· 
tlon of the beachhead, First Lieutenant O'Donnell boldly 
pressed forward with an antitank gun in support of advanc­
ing inf anti~ and, braving a steady hall of. intense hostile 
fire0 moved hls weapon to the opposite bank of the stream 
with the aid of block and tackle, immediately opening fire 
and effectively stlencing enemy snipers 1n that section. 
As dusk approached, he moved his gu.11 to an elevated lo­
cation in front of our ltnes, malntatntng a defensive posi­
tion throughout the night. First Lieutenant O'Donnell' s 
valiant figbtl'(lg spirit, chring aggressiveness and unswerv .. 
1ng devotion to duty in the face of gravs peril were in keep­
ing with the highest traditions oI the United States .Naval 
Service." 

R-... Mount Vernon, N.Y. 
B 

,, ,, ,, ,, ... 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL" 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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The r nidcnt <>f t he United StateiS telces plea .. 
sure 1n present:tng the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

-
SECOND LIEUTEtfoNT .1ILIJIAM c. 0 • Dom~EY.J:...r 

UNITED STA~ES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

ror service as set forth 1n th& tollowing 

CITATION: 

"For consp:I.ouou!J gELllan.1;~y 1n1d. intrt}pidity 
rhlle attn~hod to Rea.dour.t'tei•s and SE:rvico Cvm­
pe.n}-, Tironty-e~.r:hth t~1;t110. , F~ fth Mariii.e · Div! .. 
c!on., ~.n. actlon s.g&inat enemy Japar1eoe forcc5 on 
!Tro Ji , Yolc! co Islandi;, on l;;• r~ .. ~1·c:C 19!5. 
Plecod in colll!Ull:n.d of a platoon of u prov fi onal 
ocmp~ny ~ne &sstgnod to f1ll & ~angeroue g p in 
the regim.entBl lines, Second l.teutenant · 0 •Donnell 
loce. ted the pozi ti on during d~1·k:aese, e5W:bl1cll­
ed contact ~1th the adj~eent battalion ana de­
ployed his plstoon on the r•oJgh ter·1·a1n undez· 
in tense enemy r1.fle ma.chine -guo. fl.re . When 
hi~ posi t-ona we11e iu1IDed · a tel ~ t te.cked "by hos­
tile .forces and subjllcted to fierce grenude a1id 
rifle fire, he moved r~om placo to place leading 
his unit in :r.apell:tng the violent attacks and 
holding the important p~s1t1ons. ilia indomitable 
fighting spirit, co~rageous leadership and un­
ewerving d·svotion to duty were :tn k9eping "With 
th4' highest traditions of the United Stutes He.val 
Sorv1oe." 

R- Northampton, Mass. 

B-Jfrlorthampton, ·Mass. 
7 June 1918 . 

Ci ta·tion only 

For the Pl'ea.ident, 

Se i·etary of tho Navy. 
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The residMt Of tne United States takes t)leasn:re 1n pre­
senting toe SL .. VER STi.\R ED.AL to 

PRtv TE FIP,,ST CLASS V!ILLt/\l~ M. OESTEBP..EICf!ER, 
tJNITE.w STATES l!.AEll?E CORPS PESE11.VE,, 

for cervke as set f orlh. in the follov.rtng 

CITATION: 

"For conspieu13us plla.ntey and intrepidity while serv ... 
tn& as a Member of a Tank t:rew of Compn.ny B, F.ou:rth Tank 
Battalion, J?ourth t10.rllle Divislon> t.n action against enemy 
Js.panes\: forces on Saipan, l-Jlurta · Isl.ands, 1 7 June 1W4. 

1 Courageous and resourceful~ P rivate Firet Class Oesterriicber 
participated i.n . tanJt assault uoon three enemy dual ... purpose 
gun er.aplacements, and with great skiU and dotermlnatton> as· 
sisted lil destr ying two of the pcsttlons ana 1n crtppllng i.be · 
ether. Altho~h !US tank received scv~ral h1.ts, he remained 
J'.t hls pvst and blazed away at the enemy ui1t11 the equipment 
in l.ils tank's tui·ret caught fire e.nd he v;as ordered by his tank 
cotnY!l.Sndcr to aba.Dclon the vehicle. Under hostile rlfla fire. he 
fought back at the enemy with sidearms throughout the dP.nge:r­
ous five hundred yard trip to our lines. 16 parsevei·ance, gal .. 
lant Ught.tng splrit and devotion to duty reflect the highest eredlt 
upon Private F\rst Oesterretcher and the Untted st~te& naval 
Be.rvtce .. '' 

R--St. Louis, Missouri. 
B--Chicago, Illinois. 

For the President, 

Jmm L S~LLIVAN 

ecretary of the Navy. 
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R--Salem, Oregon . , 
B--Gienwood, Minn . 

F fi.FPac 
SPOT 
Serial 8649+ 
Signed ------

Fo~ the Pros1dant, 

1l;m' L sm.t: ,, r 

8eC}JGtavy Of tho ft Vf. 
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*** 
Awards of the Silver Star •• • • 

5 December 1943. 

*** 
• • • • • • • • • section lll. 

*** 
111. AWARDS OF THE SILVER STAR: 

By direction of the President, under the provisions of 
the act of congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull. 43, WD, 1918), a 
Silver s tar is awarded by the commandi ng General, United states Army 
Forces in the south Pac ific Area, to the following-named officers 
and enlisted men: 

*** 
STANLEY F. OGRODNIK JR., (290468), Corporal, United 

states Marine Corps for gallanti!Y=i actfon at New Georgia, Solomon 
Islands, while leading his squad under heavy fire in repeated assaults 
upon hostile strong points during which two enemy machine-gun crews 
were eliminated on 8 July 1943, and numerous casualties were inflicted 
on the enemy on 20 July 19~ Home address: Plymouth, Penneylvaniao 

*** *** 
By Command of Lieutenant General HARMON: 

OFFICIAL: 
M. B. KENDRICK, 
Maj or, A. G. D. , 
Asst. Adj. Gen. 

R • • • Plymouth, Pem1sylva.nia. 
Plymo~th, Pennsylvania . B ... 

A. J. BARNETT, 
Brigadier General, GSC, 

Chief Of staff. 
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The President of the Unl te1 Sta. tes ta!.i:.eo pleasure in 
pr~~enttng t he ~ILV~R f TAR MRDJL to 

MAJOR ,JJIMF •• S . O' HALLORA .. ~ , UbMC., 

tL for se,rvlce a~ s et forth in the follo· tng 

f;. CI'~'ATION : 

" 
"For cotn')ic'10us galle.ntr~tl' eno i n t:repi<ltty u' ~/;J/ 

Command1.ng O"ficer of B . tgry, E"> 'flllr D.e.f..fl'l.'H~~ /fl~ 
Br tti:;lion, lt'leet ~ar:lne Eo.rce,, !.rom t\11guf t '77to Dr..: 
~er_ 18, 19 9 And ro~ ll o.embe~ 3 , l~AZ, t~ J on-
trnry ·1., 1943, o.L~lie...90mm. :i.xoun (J ) , - ur ng overa­
t1on~ ~r·.:1lnst enemy Jbo&ne"'"" forces r<t Guidalcane.l, 
SQlomon Island~. Throughout this period, Major 
O'Hallor~1n conducted the fir,:. of hli;. battEry ·wit.h 
such skill , oour~~e un d ~~frctiveness that ntnP J vJn­
nes~ bomberP '~re ~hct dovn ~nu f ive ere ~ro~-~lv­
<lN;trovPd, vl:\tle dumuge to tl:le ir. ort • L ·--;el 1 ~ to f. 

minimum. Hif· feP..rle!:"snesP ~nd unvielding cevction to 
dut y contritiut~ ~reatly to tbe success oUAe""'fhl.rr 
J?~n.§.S{ 6n .. t t ll:mJ:n holding and maintaining on era ti ens 
from Handerson ?'iPlA , and wer e ln keepi ng ~ i th the 
hi ghest traditions of the Untted Statee eval ~ervlcP." 

er11Ud in re4 11* ao.U M 

deleted when ubli.,_~ • 
1s in order io malatai ~e oont1-
dent1al statue ot tlae ee1f1c 

orti ne underlined. ~~~;.;;;....;;;..........----

]or 'the President, 

R - North Adams , Massachuset t s. 

B - North Adams , Massaqhu sett s . 



~pot ward 
Serl&l OOSl • 
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~ res14ent of too UtWed states taug pleaaure in 
presenting the SILVER TAR M:c.DAL to 

PHI J\'rE FIHS'l' CLAb"'S \t!AP~E!N T. O~ARA, ;fa., U~MC., 

for aervtce u nt forth 1P lbi1 follow#D( 

CITATION: 

uf or conspicuous gall try ~ lntl'epidity a 
emu •r of a .... 1achlne GUJ1 :lquad servtnr with the Third 

M2:-1n~ l ivision du~!ng the anding attack at Ctq?e Tor~. 
outr.llnvilk , · lomon Ielen~ on November , 1114§1 ~ hen 

bl& qu d's concerted ftret directed at the etnrance to . 
Ja.panuae bunker,. proved tnetteetlV'e, 1vate it.st Cla&a 
O'nru:.u nnheSit-tlniJ.y ct1arg-ed directly ~t \be bttnke;r a:nd 
mounted its :oot. ~'blle eubjected to fire from nearby enemy 
rifle pita, h boldly s d ht.a bayan&t to cut a hole in the t-00: 

, quickly dropping a band grenade t...~ough the opening, 
enn~led hie cornrade~ to enter and ca_pture the ho$ill em­
plactimel!t :from !ts $b1.nned occupants. he aplendld inl• 
UaUv~ :.md gr~a.t personal vulor dlaplayed by Prtvat.e 1 irst: 
ClU:. C'He.ru on llilS occaslon were !a .keeping with uw 
highest tradiUons ~ the United tat.es Nav rvice." 

R-..:.wew Kena1agton, - • 
B II H .... 

or the President. 

·ANIBR FGRRESTJi..L 
f'ncretary Of thCt l~a.vv. 
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The President of the United States takes plea...<1U"e in pre­
senting the SILVER ST AR MEDAL to 

CAPTAIN EDWARD 1111. O'HERRON, JR., 
UNrrED STATES MARmE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth 1n the following 

ClTATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and lntrepldltywhlle attached 
to Headquarters Battallon, Fifth Marine Division, m action against 
enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jtma. Volcano Isl&nds, from 26 
February to 23 March 1~ ,After serving efftclently as Bat­
talion Supply Officer untll 4 March, Captain O'Herron replaced 
a company commander who had become a casualty. When hls 
Battalion lnoved forward in the assault on 12 March, he re­
mained in the front lines under heavy small-arms, mortar and 
grenade fire and, constantly exposing himself to enemy fire, 
pertionally led his men 1n the attack. thereby contributing to the 
reduction of a difficult salient which had been holding up 
the advance. His leadership, courage and devoUon to duty renect 
the highest credit upon Captain O'Herron and the United States 
Naval Service." 

~ 
R--Charlotte, N. C., 
B--Baltimore, Md. 

For the President. 

lbDN L $UlllVAI 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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The Pre•idant of the United St&tea takea plea• 
aure 1n prasentins a SILVER S'l'AR JmDAL to 

CORPORAL LOUIS A. OHLSEN, 
Uli!'l'ED STATES MARINE CORPS R:ESERVF.1 

tor seA:"Vioe aa set tot-th ill the tollo'Wing 

C I'l'ATION s 

"For conaptcuous g&llant~y end intrepidity 
while a&1-v1ng as a Squad Leader of He&dq\&&rters 
COUlpany, Fi•at Batta.lion, Twenty-eighth Marin.ea, 
I~i~th Marine Division. in action age.inst enentlr 
Japanese torcea during the assault on Iwo Jlma, 
1Joleano Islands, 9 Harell 1945 . Serving as As .. 
elRt~nt Squad Leader whe Squad Leade1· was 
killed, Corporal Ohlsen assumed coWJlflnd and, 
When the uoL1p&ny to wh:i.oh the squad was attached 
wae pinned down by heavy hostile machine-gun fi:re 
oomtng from an enemy p:1.ll'box to the front,, rushed 
forward alone under intense hostile .t .. ire .&nd as ... 
eaul ted tl'1e emplacement with hand gi-·enadea until 
close enough to pla,;e et·fective flame-th?>owex· fire 
upon it, thereby aaa troying ai.x 01.. tho enemy and 
enabling 'the c~mpany to continue it$ a~venoe . 
JU.a outetanding coUJ>s.ge and devotion to dut7 Wel'"e 
1n keeping with the hig.~eat t~ad1t1ons of tbs 
United States Naval Serv1ce.h 

R- Belvidere, Ill. 
B- Detroit , Mich 

12 March 1922 

Ci t a t ion only 

10!1~ l. SlllUVAN 

Secretary ot the Ne.VJ. 
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he l'Tes!dent of the United States takee pleao. 
ure in presenting the Bll.1VfJt s:it.Mt MEDl\L to · 

CAr.ffAlN JAMES PNrRIOK o•Lt,UGULitt, 
UNITED m'ATES MMlllit CC>RFS RESEF\VIi.11 

tor eervirle as set t'orth 1n the folloving 

CITA'rlON: 

"FoF oonap1eu.ou.e ga.llanvy and J.ntrei>1d1ty as 
Oomroand1ng Ofticeit ot Company I, Th.it~ Battalion, 
Fitth Marine•, First Mer1ae D1vls.icµ. 1n' ~ct1on 
e,gs!nst en-r Je,pmese forces on Okin.a~ ... , RYllk1\l 
lala.nd1, 5 Mq _!iiL, Oroaeing a valley 'Whtoh was 
constantly e~bJeO~ea to a deYa$tat1ng •nemy mo~tar 
s.na maohine-g11n. bar:-age, Captain O'LlW.ghlin cU.reoted 
~..ie ~oropany 1n an attaolt airitlnst a stron~ly-4eten.ded 
hostile ridge which was holding up the advance ot our 
fiio9ps and, a.l~ough wounded, refused evaeuat1on and 
-eont1nued to direct opera;1ona through.Out tne extreme­
ly ha~ardoue h~ur3 ct oeaseleae ~ombat until the ob­
Dectivtt was aeour'td. By bis grim detel'lll1nat1on and 
brilliant l~a ersh1p, Oaptaln 01 Laughltn contributed 
sat~r1nlly to the suoeees ot ou~ operations in th1s 
e.rea. Ria de'fot1on to Uuty was 1n keeping w1th the 
highest tra<11tiona ot .;he Un4.1;ed Sta"tea la.val S.ztT• 
1c& ... 

R--Wa•hington, D.C. 
8--Wash1ngton, D.O. 

See~et417 ot the Navr. 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS FORREST A. OLDENBURG, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving with Company E, Second Battalion, Fifth Marines, 
First Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese 
forces on Peleliu, Palau Islands, 11 October 1941,.. 
Vigilantl y standi ng watch when an enemy grenaae was 
thrown into his squad's position during an attempted 
infiltration by the J apanese through the defensive sector 
which he was guarding, Private First Cl ass Oldenburg 
unhesi tati ngl y p i c k ed up the grenade and attempted to 
throw it back at the enemy . Although painfully wounded 
by the grenade as it e xploded in the air, h e ste adfastly 
ref used evacuation and continu~d to stand watch until 
ordered to the rear by his Platoon Leader. By his 
heroic action, he saved the other members of his squad 
from possible injury or d e ath. His courage and devotion 
to duty were in keeping with the highest tradi tions of 
the United States Naval Service. 11 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Chicago, Ill. 

B •• Chicago, Ill. 
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"Fer . c ~:mG?) tcuotlfl gella...,11t.r·:; ro:itl tt.nt~epidit-y as 
Con:tmandbe; Office1' of tho: Fil•s t Ba.t·t;, 11011 .. Tbtrt eenth 
Me.r:!.ne:J ., Fifth M.:11" i.e Di visi1..1n, in ac1;'.:.o..'1 as~i:~ t 
er a.my J pm:e'"'e f orces on !110 :r-: ua~ Volce.110 Ie1.ru\da , 20 
F~"bl"uary J.2.12.. When h ifl Br .. ttnl ior' onlte un 1e;t> intc.:nae 
mot '"l.e.1., ~1i111ery fir<e C!U~'lllB an e11a1~ c ounterattack• 
'J.jeute11ant f.-oloPel CJ.tif:t.olC J.(,;ft b:..s cormiruic1 po~ t t c 
wiait. th,e lk:tto..':11011 houii;.Lc:-1~ pooit~i..O! 8'1tt 1 :re.t'"'in:I.! g 
t.b.ere deepJtc .1.ntons t: hcst.:.l~ '.be.rJ: .... gcs, directed his 
h0\7'.itzer crmm :tn, uelivsring r-apUI .s;nd ~c C::t ?<ate f: _re 
a.gs:•nst t!~e J ll.pai"esc, t._1.ere:1y contIJitt;t1ne.; to th$ Z'JC• 
ctlsa of our f<Y ·ca~ .1.n :?:>5pelling tha cou.ntera.tt e.ck. 
H:l.B cm.lraE}e '!Ul('l <levoticn to Ciut r e.llac·t t ho high.est 
credit upon Lieutenant Colonel Oldf1eld and the United 
States Naval Service. " 

R-okl-"'""ma City, . Oklahoma. no"" th ,,...., .-Aent 
cw..i.u Okl ho ...... c ii.' .... • 6 ~~·en . LU. > 

B- OkJ.amhome. City, a ,,,.,.,..,. 

JOHN L SULLIVAN 

Sec~etary of 't.he Navy. 

' 
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!ly cHrootion ot· the 'Prosidetto• under the ]?ll"avia1ona ot the e.ot Qf 
COP.{!;re1.1u c.uproved 9 July 1910 {.oull,. 4~-S, •D• 1916 ). a »ilver titer ia posthUJMWJly 
awarded b'J the C<ananding Ge-norn.l• tinited States ~ 1'"'arooe in the f;auth PaoU'1e 
Ar.c;;~ to thG following•ntt.WifKl 0.f'.f ioer nntl Rnliated !Jent 

Pl!IJ.Pl' A. ()~~ll, Sooond Lie\ltenant. U'n1t~ States Marina Corp.­
Re&erve. for gallMtry in aotion f\t · .no:ai, New Gnor~ia. Jolomon lel.flllda~ on 9 
duly l94S. .Rat.her than <tt'.ll tor volwitoen to atte.olc three • chine ~ne that 
ware o'l'oeklnt e.n arlvanoe on an enemy position 'With vicious oroaa-ftre., he crawled 
forward c.lOM and wiped out one 01· the ~· and 1te orffW• L1autonant Oldhfun•s 
bold act dreH firs ~i~toly e:w:l ·~was killed by a burst from antother gun. 
His oow-aga imll soli'-saori.t'i* so :i..ni\t'96d hie tlel'l wi.t.n fioroa determlru\tion that 
ii thin t.'\ h~lf houi-- after hia dee.tn &ll of i:he guns retardinY, the f#tvance had been 

knocketl o;;i_t oi' c.otion. ?ioxt Ol.' t{.lnt ld1•1>. c . c. Oldhn.md• la.other~ 31& 4'ndow rlace., 
11;/c. J e'tf Y~·k. 

•• 

OFFICl Lt 

!!,. B. KEND!?ICK~ 
!lAj<r- >. r.. n. 
Ji.sat. /'.dj• Gan. 

R-- Fhiladelphia, Pennsylvania 
B-- New Haven, Conaect~cut 

•• 

A. J *' lJAIDJEn~ 
!l"1cad1er Genoral- GSC• 

Cbiof: of St~!'i'• 
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Signed __ ~~--~----~--~----
The P resident of the United States takes pride in 

presenting the SILVER STAR 1~EDAL posthumously to 

CORPORAL FRANK VJ. OLDR.OYLJ, us~ c., 
for service as set forth in the following 

CIT A 1:l.1ION; 

' F ld conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Squad 
Lead.er serving with the Second Battalion, 1'V1entieth l\arines, 
Fourth :W.i:arine DiviSion, during the invasion of enemy J'lpanese­
hel .. :~ '-.l ipan, l\ arianas Islands, in June 1944. Mortally wouneted 
as he led his squad to the beach under trLe continuous pounding 
of terrific Japanese mo1-tar fire, Corporal Oldroyd directeu 
his men to more advantageous positions and tenaciously con­
tinued to perform his duties with courageous determination in 
the face of tne enen;.y' s fanatic opnosition until he succumbed 
to his wound.s. Corporal Cldroyd;s indomitable fighting spirit. 
resolute fortitude and unwavering devotion to duty throughout 
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United f. ta.tes 
Naval Service. ... ... e gallantly gave his life for his country." 

. . · 
R--Philadelphia, Pa. 
B-- " ,, 

For the President, 

/s/ J AMES FO'tRESTAL 
Secretary of t1e Navy • 

\ 

p1~ca•d on m,)Junol.S45 t pat• tio at tilo Mn •• m1vy 8,r(t• 
• to th par nts <>f' tt:,c lft . Co1 P• ldr-oyd~ Hr. 1:· t.Wu. 

~l . .l)onQ if. 1 1",J.l .do)$hla.• a.~ .i: :i•otJ •d ct torn:al 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS FRANK OLECHNOWSKI, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as a Rifle Grenadier of Company K, Third Battalion, 
Second Marines, Second Marine Division, during the 
initial assault on Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, 20 November 
1943. Landing on the beachhead_ in the face of intense 
enemy fire, Private First Class Olechnowski sought cover 
in a n ear-by shell hole and, observing an approaching 
enemy tank firing on waves of landing craft, abandoned 
his fox hole and moved forward into an advantageous 
position to fire his grenade. Undaunted by heavy 
hostile fire from an adjacent beach, he coolly fired 
his rifle grenade into the side of the tank, disabling 
it and causing it to swerve into the water and sink. 
His courage and devotion to duty throughout reflect 
the highest credit upon Private First Class Olechnowski 
and the United States Naval Service." 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •. Belle Vernon, Pa. 

B •• Belle Vernon, Pa. 
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Tb.a oldelit b! the Ucl.ted etcte take plea.'iure tn. i~re ... 
tl nU.n the SILVER STAR ·m L to 

SECOND LIETJTENANT CiiARl.ES E. OI~EW'tNE, 
UNITED STATES U..F.JNE cc~.RPS R SERVE, 

tor cervice set forth 1n tne f ollo !'lff 

CITA'I!Olh 

"Forconspteuou.s try nnd 1ntrepk1Uy as toon 
Leader, attachedtoCompany G, T:ih·d Eo.tta.Uon, Twenty ... eignth 
Ma.rtnes, Fifth ... .:.arlne Dlv1s1on, during acllott. against enemy 
]apanes forces on two )lma, Vol.Cano ISlanda, 22 February 11Ma. 
cu·rying aut h1a duties 'Rith skW and courage throughout 
hazar~ous operation, Second Lieutenant Olewine led a bold and 
agg.1'Gsslve Unck aga.ir.st e. hostll sb: ... m.ch coast.al efense gun 
}:!os1tl0n arm., r :funtng to lenv his :m.en in order tu <X?eive med· 
1ca.l treatment for painful mortar fragment wound s~taln in 
bOth legs du.t'mg thGi iuriQUS acUon, remained Vlitb the platoon 
until lt was rolleved rom tll8 iJ:les 2.00 .,.l~ced .\n tactlca au.p .. 
port. Later that night. with hie unit gain oraered into the 1ne 
to reinforce 'U'l trtaecure aactor, Second Lieutenant Olewine 
sklllf ul y exeauted thlS dangerous night dS$l)laeement ruld, fig. t 
Ing a brlsk sldrmlSh with a w·ge group of 1nfUtratlng Japanese, 
succeeded 1n redw::ing the threat of uemy penetrat10n o! our 
front defenaea. H18 fearless 1eadertbip,. Indomitable splrltand 
unwavering devotton to duty In the face of grave danger were 
dectalve factors in the advance of h1s platoon apSnat the rutfi.., 
leas and fanatic Japanese, and his courageoua conduct through .. 
out reflect.a the blghelt credit upon Second Lieutenant Olewine 
and t...'le Unlt&d Bta.tss Naval ServiCe/• 

R-.. santa Monica, Cal.lfornla. 
B .. -Evanston, ID1nols. 

For the President, 

JAl~IBS FORR.1.13TAL 

sec tary of the ~ '!irY. 
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The Fres1dent ot tbe United Statee takee pleQ.., 
ure in preePJnt1ng the Slt.VER STAR MEDAL to 

GUHNitRY GERON!AN'l' JOH C .. OL!VEft, 
UNITED ~TATES MARINE coru>n, 

for servioe &S set ~orth i n the following 

C!TA1!'ION: 

.. For oonapicuoua gallantq and 1ntr~1d1ty 
while serving as a B1fl e ~la to on Leader ot Oompanr 
l, Th1rd D ttal1on, TwentY•fourth Me~1nee, Fourth 
~erlne Div1s1on, 1n action agalnet enem1 Japanese 
foroes on Ivo J1m•, Volar.no Islands• 3 Maroh 1946. 
1t11th his oompan1 faoirg heav1 enemy maoh1ne-gun · 
and morote.r tire tr.om Bl.rongl7 fort1f 1ed poe1t1ona, 
Gunn~ry Sergeant Ol1•er maneuvex-ed part or b.1e 
platoon to plaoe -oover1ng fire on an emplacement 
to h1a front ~d, despite heavy tlre from hoat11 
pos1t1.one on both tlanke, aourageoualy led the 
remainder ot his ~en forward, thereby destroying 
the tort1f1eat1on vh1ob contained two heavy maoh1ne­
guns, a ~ortar and sever 1 Javane~e r1flero~n. 81-
though hi• Platoon Sergeant and two Squad Leaders 
were wounded and unite on h1R rlgbt and lett tailed 
to mo•e up ab~eaet ot hie men. he ~eorganlied bie 
platoon under heavy enemy mort~r r1re and, by bla 
leadersh1p. enabled h1s men to hold the ground 
they had won. His 1n~tlnt1ve, cour~ge nnd devotion 
to dut7 we~e 1n keep1ng v1th the hl".l'.hest t~ad1t1one 
ot the Unitod States Mavsl Servlee.v-

R--Gloucester , ass. 
B--Glouoester, Mass. 

'o~ the Pres1dent, 

JOH L SULUV \1 

Seeretar1 or the Navy . 



j 

324905 
DGP-298-tes 

FMF Pac 
spar 
Serial 8062 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MED.AL to 

SERGEANT MARTIN L. OLIVER, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

''For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Eighth Marines, 
Second Marine Division, in action against enemy 
Japanese forces on Tinian, Marianas Islands, 31 July 
1944. When his Platoon Leader was killed and several 
men wounded in front of our lines, Sergeant Ol iver 
exposed himself to heavy hostile sniper and machine-gun 
fire in order to bring the wounded men to safety. When 
it seemed impossible to remove the remaining two men 
because of the intense enemy fire, he worked his way 
out and succeeded in bringing the men to our lines. 
His skill, courage and devotion to duty were in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval 
Service . 11 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Greenwood, Ark. 

B .• Greenwood, Ark. 
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r 
!?he es1d~nt ot 'the Uni tea Sttttee tckes 

pl e our ~ n eoent1n tbe Sl1 V.f£R Si'A~ ·)DAL to 

ror cexrv-,tcc c cei orth in the follo~~r:ig 

CITAfiOU : 

n., 

ffJror eonspieuautt fi~lan'try ani intl."~V1d111iy as 
Cem ~.niUng Officer< ot t.i~ ttery 1 • Foui-tb '3nttal.ion, 
t.en.th lcrl,nee, Oecmnd ·ar1r1e Div1 et...m1 11~ aetion 
liji~inct enemy Ja~nnes ~o~¢ec during tho tiai~~ 

nd 'IJini~Jl o nl"attons !n the 1. rian·"s l.a'l an6.e . 
t . ..,.:in~itf' 01'! n .. ~-m, lv ~ utte 19~ ao'n tr. tc:r the 
t.ttfrn tr;, fJa;pt&in Clivie.:r nifl!~an enr.ly rt\~ :nn&i s-
e; .. :noe to tJflleot ~ 'hatte.ry po.e1 ti.en and, --h•n the 
seleete~ ·ogl t1011 r0oe:!lvea he&V1 .co~mteN. ~tt ry 
fir~, he emrlnced !r.· guns and d~l1~e~ea -0curc. 
tire despite ext~em~lY n-v~rse conditions 1c1n 
tr~~ essuril.ties, su1 l..V and com un1e~t1on probJ~..Jts . 
Lrter ti ointed o ~ ti<Jnl'.3 0ff1eer totnd tten . cut1ve 
0f(1c r or the Bat "'llOll, Captain Ol~vor ie:rt'o.r•med 
theee taek0 m th unS1ring utll and enellgY, \l:le.rel 1 
o ntt"l~ ··ting mat rlally to the cnrabni: ~rr1~1ency of 
: e B ttellon <furing the OJ;4EU ... ~t1on:s . Pin J.ecderhMp, 

Cotll'tV ~e nnd devot1cm to duty ttzrou~hout t111 e .Y-1 ta!. 
$. i n1!.1ent "'"re ln &te0ti1ng tt1 th the· b~p'.hcot t!'e(l~ -
tlonc :of the Unlted Bt,,tes Nevel Gervic~ . " 

- Oape Cir rdmm, o. 
- Capo !r~Cle u , o. 

For the irecident, 

JAlvffis FonnT.:'r.oT ~ "-U1...,.., J'!.j., 

I 
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Tho P~aidsnt of the United States takes pleasure 
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDA.L t.o 

CORPORAL L'OuCE OLIVIER, 
UNITED &"...ATES t4'\RINE CORPS, 

:f o:v eorvice ae set ! ortb in tile followii..ns . 

CI'l'ATl:OH: 

11For conspicuoufl ga.llaut1~y and 1nt"'OP1<l1ty 
vh1lo serving vi.th Hoadquel?ters a.nd :=e1•vica Corn­
pon11 ~ Second Ma.i~ines, ,.;econd Marine ))1.viaion, 
dui-in~ action againat enomy J'apal1aea forcee at 
Tar-ava, Gilbert Islande, from 20 to 24 November 
1943. Skilled and a.ggroao 1 ve duriu~ f !eroe com-

araina i:. a deeply entrancbed enemy in t con­
t1,al sector of Betio I~lsnd1 Corpo1•al Ol1v1er-
f ougbt fur-iOU5.t.y an· without rest throughout th1"ee 
days and nigh s of bit er of tensive action, c'otl ... 
tributing rnatarielly o the euccesa of his uu t 
in wiping out many Jupanose emplscamonts. Oneone 
occasion, he boldly proceeded to tho gun port of · 
a hostile strong po1nt Sl.td, despite tho enemy •e 
inc~saant sheI!.fi ire, e~troyed thf) f.mt.:r-encbmen+ 
vith well-placed demolitions and g?10nade f iro, 
then entered tbe n11ea and killed i.Jhe remnin1nr 
personnel. Arain ri.slcit!.g bis life in a subsoquant 
e11gap:omont, be faa11les11ly axpo$od himself to l11ther­
ing hos·11e fire tio gain an adva'ntaceous position 
for covering tb& adva11co ot a <:wmpan1on to the 
entrance of an enemy-bold position.. His clar1nf 
1nitillt1vo, g1"aat perr.ona:i. valor an(l tit~eless 
devotion to the completion of each perilous mis­
sion sa1,ved aa an inspiration to ou3' troops and 
reflect the hit:!bost .credit. upon tbe Unitod States 
Naval Sorv1ce . n 

R--Ennice, Louisana., 
B--Eunice, Louisana. 

For the Pree dent1 

- L SJHfJHiu: 
.. .... llJtft 

f.eoreta1•y of tbe NavJ. 
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Tho PreEl dent ot the United St tes takes plea£ure 1n 
present1ng t ne SI!.,V ~fl STAR • AL to 

oonPOPJU.. JAlIB~ 1-.. OLLIFF, usm; .. 

toJ- !!8rV1oe ap set f .. :n~th 1n tt1.a rollow1ng 

CI1:t:.TJ.O :-

. For eonspicuo1.1fi gallantry nnd 1nti:·ep1C.1t1 
hile t'len1ng 111 th B :SB.ttery, pee1nl ;1c .p<;ne 

Bat lion, attached to the Fir t . r1ne~. ~!rst 
r1ne D1v1e1on, tn oombat s~alnst eneiliy Japanese 

tBnk rorcee at the outh of t he ~~nnlkau n1ver, 
Guadalcanal, rol omon Isl~nie, on the night ot 
Oc' obe1• 23, 19-42. W! th utt r dls l'ee;.!i rd for his 
own per ... ona · a. e ty and in t.!le 'face ot hee.vy 
J~pane e tir , CcrporDl Oll1tt s tea' f eatly re­
mained at h1a post and wlth th~ other e ber a 
or h' o ttery "acceeded in kecp1ng the anti-
tan · n in ct1on until the enemy attack '&r. 
co~ 1etcl1 r 6pU1Bed. ll1e ~ill • tenacity, and 
hero1o devotlv 1 t.o auiy \'I re 1n k.eeplng ·ri th 
t he ... l lg-hest tl~ault1ons or t.he Un1ted tut·e 
~~val ,ervlco. " 

FOr t~e Pr s1d nt, 

fHANK KNOX 

ecretary or the ~avy 

R - 3ristol, Georgia. 

B - Brlstol , Georgia, 9-24-1920. 



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
WASHINGTON 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the 
SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
CORNELIUS V. 0 'NEIL 

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while 
serving as a Member of the Marine Detachment aboard the 
USS NEVADA (BB 36) during combat operations against the 
Japanese at Okinawa Shima . from 25 March 1945 to 14 April 1945 . 
Upon the arrival of the NEVADA in the combat' area, it commenced 
executing its fire missions. The ship came under heavy 
bombardment from Japanese coastal defense guns and attacks by 
kamikaze suicide planes. During these attacks, Private First 
Class O'Neil, although wounded, remained at his battle station , 
and at the same time, aided the wounded, helped i n 
extinguishing fires, cleared wreckage from the deck while 
magazines of 20mm ammunition were exploding around him, and 
helped place the damaged battery back in operation. As a result 
of these attacks, 13 personnel were killed and 65 were wounded. 
By his daring actions, ceaseless efforts, and loyal devotion to 
duty, Private First Class O'Neil reflected great credit upon 
himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps 
and the Uniteo states Naval Service. 

For the President, 

~ """g""' n:=;x-
Secretary of the Navy 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

SERGEANT HERBERT O'NEAL, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION : 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as a Tank Commander of an Armored Amphibian 
of the First Armored Amphibian Battalion, First 
Provisional Marine Brigade, Third Amphibious Corps, 
during action against enemy Japanese forces on Guam, 
Marianas Islands, 21 July 12,i4. When his tank struck 
a mine and caught fire, Sergeant O'Neal opened the 
turret and evacuated one of the injured crew members. 
Despite the intense fire and exploding ammunition, he 
reentered the tank to evacuate the other wounded crew 
man and, in the face of enemy fire, proceeded to 
administer first aid to the injured. His initiative 
and devotion to duty reflect the highest credit upon 
Sergeant O'Neal and the United States Naval Service. 11 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Oakland, Calif., 

B .• Harrisburg, Ark. 
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r-.t~e P resif.ent of the United States takes pride in pre-. 
senting the SILVER STl"R l.~ED\L posthumously to 

COR AL JA ES H. <./N LILL, 
UNITED STl\'IA...S l ARINE COR :>S .RESERVE, 

for service as set fort.11 m the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepi-.,ity as a Tank 
Gunner, serving witn Company A., J.-;1irst Tr-nk .8 ttalion, First 
Marine Division, til action against enemy Japanese forces on 
v kinawa, ~yu.kyu Islands~ 6 }, ay 1945. Escaping Jnjur1 when 
the tank in wnic.a he was serv:lnE$ I s ~unner was blown uo by 
an enemy antitank gun, Corporal O'Neill promptly rushed to 
the aid of the crewmen and asslste.rl the least seriously wounded 
to t.h.e safety of a coveruel positi'.1n. ~ct1ng en nis own initia­
tive and with utter c:ls1·egard for .his personal safety, he then 
bravely crept forward of the battalion lines, oespite extremely 
heavy mac!tine ... gun fire and continumg antitank 11igi. a> ~;losives, 
and cared for and guar eo. a seriou~ly w Jun(iea crewm~n lying 
1n a shell uo~e. In a gallant attempt t.> carry this man to 
safety, he was struck down by hostile fire. By hiS extreme 
bravery and unselfish. concern for otners, Cort'oral O'Neill 
a ided materially in saving the lives of his comrades, and his 
coura.geous actLns were in keeping with the hig11est t.ra ... itions 
of the United S~tes Naval Service. He g'ailantly gave his life 
for his country.'' 

R- ... ~orchester, l.J ass. 
B-· Butte, t .. nt. 

For the President, 

JAlYiES f'O.tlfiESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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The President of the United.States takes pleasure lil pre .. 
sentlng the SILVEF. oT /; li.lI8D .. L to 

OAPTAil'1 JORN T. O'NEILL, 
UNITED STATES MAf?tNE CORPS RESEBVE, 

tor service as set forth in the !ollowmrr 

CITATION: 

''For consptcuoue gallruitrj.,. and lntrepldlt:y as Command­
ing Officer of Company A, Second Amphibian Tractor Battalion_ 
Second Marine Dl.vlsto11, during action aga1nst ene1n~ jepanese 
forces at •rara111vn, Chb{;rt lSlQ.l'J.ds, from 20 to 24 M\Jovemter 19~3. 

'lth hls vehicle immoblllzed by hosttle fire while leud1nrtR'rnt.::e 
assault wave of amphibian tractors to hi£ assigned sector of the 
beach on D Day, Captain v'Netll fearlessly 1·lnk:ed hiS life to evac­
uate casualties from the stricken craft to a.vi outgolng vehicle. 
Boldly directing survivors to the shore where he boarded n110U1er 
tractor 1t1 which the entire crew had been hilled, he subt.equentl~ 
returned across the reef with addltiona.l NOundcd and after trans-­
:ferrlng the men to a landing boat, reloaded his vehicle v:lth re­
lnforcemants and was proceeding to the beach when anoU1er 
bursting shell di.Sabled his craft. Altho~gh painfully wounded by 
Ehrapnel. he boarded n third tractor and dauntlesoly contln ed 
to transport vitally needed troops and suppUee throughout the 
most bitter stage of hostlllttes. Ey hls daring lultlatlve, un­
waverlng perseverance and cool courage in the face of tremen­
dous odds, Captain O'Neill contributed ir.p.rneasurabls to the suc­
cess of the Tarawa Campaign and hls zealous devotion to duty 
throughout was ln keep,tng with the highest tradltlons of the United 
States Naval Servlce. ' 

R - West Somerville, Mass. 
B - filbston, Mass. 

For the Presldent. 

lOHR :; U U\I Ml 

Secretary of the fa.vy. I 



\ 

\ 

097 B 
DG .. - '"'9S .... pant 

"'Jlij Pret5h10;:1t Qi th U'n.1t l1 6"lif~ liua t~kna l>lt?aFnu·e in 
pl' $ .nt;1ng tl'i. ~ !LVXit .TAR r ~l1-tJ;; p~~thumo1~aly t~ 

OA Tf .. !U J\l!n • 0 If u~L; m i . : 

at ?rorth in. th foll~ing 

·n - Lnk~v11le. Oonn. 
n - ~adtson, if1eo .. 

For 1ha . r"qi.dent 7 

· J~ FOmw;T~ 
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The PreEident of the United States takes pleasure in pre­
sent.mg the EILVER ST AR MEDAL to 

f.CRGEANT THOMAS R . O'NEILL, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORJ.-f', 

for service as set forth in the following 

err A'I'ION: 

" :For conspicuous gallantry anct intrepidity whi.le serv­
ing with Company L, Third Battalion, Twenty-second Marines 
(Reinforced) , Fifth Amphibious Corps, in acti9n against enemy 
Japanese forces during the invasion of Eniwetok and µarry 
Islands, Eniwetok i;\toll, Marshall Islands Group, on 19, 20 and 
22 Feuruary 1944. Although wounded during fierce fighting 
and evacua.teL: to an aid stt..tion, Sergeant O'Neill accer,ted only 
temporary first aid and returned to his unit. In the engage·· 
ment on Parry Islana when all other non-commissioned offic~I"s 
wert1 casualtias, he assumed and efficiently perforn.ied the 
duties of J.- latoon Sergeant. By his courage and initiative, 
Sergeant O'Neill contributed materially to our success in these 
areas and upheld the highest traditions of tht. United ~'tatPs 
Naval Service." 

R--Kansas City, Mo. 
B--Kansas City, Mo. 

For the :t·resiaent, 
1RHN L SULLIV 

Secretary of the Navy. 

' 
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2b8 President of tbe un1tea Ste.tea take ple sur 
1n precent1ng the SILVER S'?AR MED.AI, to 

PRlVA!E FIRS'!' CLASS MARVlli E. OI'A'tZ• 
tllt'IED Srt-A!ES 14A.RilfE CORPS, 

foi- service a.a set fo.rth :th tM t llowing 

C~A'l'IOlh 

upor con•piououe sa11antr1 end 1Dtrep1d1ty ~htl..e 
se:rv:l.ng e.s a Member ot a 60• • Mortar Squad or Oom.­
pen:y B,, P1ret Battalion, hent1-rourtb Marines, Foux-th 
Marine Div1e1on, 1n action &ga1Q.at elle!Ili Jai;aneee 
tore•• on .Ivo Jim&, Volce.uo Ialanda, 8 M&Mh 4 • 
Vben enemy si.lla began falling 1n the uea • 
VMp:Jn, Private F1r•t Cl.a•• <>Pf.'.tZ and u.other Marine 
veff engaged 1n placing a. sel'iousl}l vomde<1 Karine 
mi a atretcbel' in preparation tor evacuation. .Re-

1n1ng v1th the oatualt:t despite the 1nteruse b0st1lo 
fbe, be real1aea that 1.t ns 1m~sa1ble to oarry 
the wo\lldtM! Marine to eat'&ty •lone and, pl&c1Dg bia 
bod1 over that ot ~be io.jur.»d man to pl'Otent b1m 
trom the en.em1 &belling, &uttered a•vero ahr&ptel 
vounCis 1n botb legs. By bis courage. resouraetul­
n••• an.a lal.&elt1eb devotion to dut1 1 be saved tho 
vounded Marlne•s life and upheld the highest tradi­
tion• of the United State• Naval servioe.n 

B--Little Palla., Kinn.,, 
B--Sauk Rap14a 1 Minn.. 

.. 

\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
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,et torth 1n the f'ollo~ 

8 For connptmu:a.t.e g:illantry r..uili ib1H. .. cm1cltty 
wl 1le crvtng ue e. Rttle Gqu(1a Leo.der of Cola11e...')Y 
E, F'i~ttt Bn.ttall<4"l. !i.1 tei ty ... eoO(>nd uer1nee; {Rs11). 
f'()roeu), ?.~t f.':r.ovislorlt'.J. lls.r:tne Br1£Sade, in no­
t loo ~gulnst eneiny ,rope.oese t°ol'OOtt on Crt1$J Ma:r1-
tu1at\ lffltUlt\fl , 24 Jul.J' 194411 atbougll pa!~ull7 

un~ ed by enei.; y ~ilort~'te ~ s~ont o• QU1nn 
orgr~nia:ea &l.:.t l.ttd hle 6 uad' fj}l(,n1ttng arae or 
ene.Quzeage:te11t to hlo mEk. ur1!.lg .m 1_ttaclt ,rhiQh 
ne"t~al.i~ed A ~ell•f<Wttrie~ h~otile pss1t1un. 
Go:nt1nu.1n t;O oa~~¥ <Y.'l .a !fl.quaff J.er:6J.llr1 lltJ uo­
·n1ned ruld1t1ontll wowldu l1bibh neoeanltnted hi$ 

1:.1vv.c1lllt1on. H1n oouragecn.ttg ~igl,tirig p1~1 t nn~ 
votlon tt> duty t1ore 111 k~ing ~11th tha h1[!h&nt 

t :.·ad.it:ltlne or the tTn1 ted t. tea t. v~ Ge vtca. 

UIHM L SULU~A 
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The Presldent of the United States tak.aa pleaa­
ure 1n preAent1ng the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CAPTAIH DONALD H. 0' ROlJllKE, JR., 
UNI'rED STA'l'EB t ARiiHt CCR.PS HESh:RVE, 

f or serY1oe ac set. forth ln the tollow1ng 

CITATIOUt 

uFor conapi~uoua gallantry and 1ntrep1d1ty as 
Commanding Offloer of Oompsny F, Second Battalion, 
Twenty-seventh Marines , F'1ftn Marine D1v1s1on, in 
&otion against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo J1ma, 
Volceno Islands, 25 Feuruar y 1945. With his oom­
p~ny pinned down by enemy f 1~ seriously re­
duaed 1n strength, Captai n O'Hourke unhea1tat1ngl1 
went forverd to tbe front 11nee snd, althQugh be 
vae forced to orawl thr·ougb machine- gun f 1r·e, 
reaohed a position frorn vh1ah he oould reconnoiter, 
es~1mate the situat1on end evolve 8 plan Of relief . 
On his return through the deauly hostile fire, he 
was wounded l:'Alt refused to be evacuated until he 
could tam111er11e one ot his offioerA wi th the 
pl an . By hie prompt aotions and courage, Co.ptaln 
O' Rourk:e vee responsible !or extr.l.cotlng hie oom­
pe.ny trow. its perl.lous pos1t1on, and his '1evot1on 
to duty wae tn keeping with tha nighest trad1t1one 
of the United States Naval O&rv1ce . 11 

For the Pree1dettt, 

~-Denver , Colorado . 
B--Newport Neve, Virginia. 

Secretary ot the Navy. 
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u;r 1n 
11.he Pi~ id&nt or tbe tnutt'O. r.tates t e 
oont1nc th an.vet esum MEDAL to 

r a :rv10 a t 

OI'l'Nl:trn? t 

n thG tol.1<.M.n · 

'~or consplououe gilllo.ntry 6.:ld in rep141ty 
nil~ erv1ng a Aot1ng Soo"t Sorgttant Qt an Ar· 
!lleey Forward Obae~ver I'nrty ot EtJtiiery G, Third 

BnttAl1cn, FoUl"toenth Harlnf!n, FotWth ,'far1n• D!v1-
~1on, 1n notion aga!nat erutia, J4t)aneae to»oeP on 
Ivo J!~, Volcnno Ielnnde l ffo.r.t3h 1945. Vol~ 
tartly adva,no1ng beyond t~e trunt X!mf'~c oooupy e 
bill ·rb1ch ~ov1ued good obaer"ation ot the e11emy, 
ft~al 0 bOrn& d!rcot d QOnt1nU01.tll M!l tlOOUl"&.tCJ 
r"-tle t'1rc V.(!a1nnt the Jnpnne e en ronohed on the 
1nrr.ntry obJeotive, hortsbf mator1nllf 1nt1ng 
eeveral squads in oocu.py!ng tbe hostile poa1 i1011. 
During th!e nci1on w l'1 troundcCl au evaouatea 
for me~1c~l creat ant. Hts n1tiat1~e, oool cour... 
age nnd unGel.tlob <lo'lotlon t<> duty were ln koeping 
'11th the higha t 1a.--ad1t1ons or the u111tad ... ta.tq 
. v ~ 9urv1c~. '' 

. R-Sparta. N. c. 
B- parta, N. c. 



) 

C I US ··c., 
folth th• toll~ 

" or ccmsplCU.Oua ~?J lnt pld1t.y bl etlon 
hilt; Z"Vlng wltb the lrat arine Dt tslon dUrlng combat 
ltb. emy Japanese force• on Cape Glouce8t r, New Brlt lil, 

Janu&.17 10, 1944, n ••mJ Wtlts lA\i.ncbed a swlden! vt.g .. 
o count~ lvat• int c o' s 1 

. atat&lf toOk over ht.a maebtM gun and, deapU. dK:flCult 
condltlOU cru.t.ect bJ' deue dWicl• undlrgrowth, r.nalDWn8d 
a ateadf Une Of ft.re, ettectlvelJ cowt1n1 th front of. hlS pa-. 
toon. Steadfastly nfalng to use la weapon for aelf ..;pi'Oteetto , 
e oungeo flY expoud hlmaolt to enemy itre, ca~ 

nlfi duties wlth eool a.ml ag1reulve determmatton unt.U fatally 
O'Wld84. Pi-lvate Flrat CIUG O'Siwlgbnesaf' courageo 

lnltlatlve and herolc aplrlt of plf ,.ea.erlflce In tb.e fac Qf 
gn.ve peril were In ke•.P'- w1th the h$chht tn.dltlens of 
'Oded. $.alts fa.val S8rvlce. ~cave ltf for 
hta count~ ~" 

ldent., 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

ecr tary of. th aVJ. 
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fhe President -0£ the United Statee takes pleas-
ure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to . 

WARRAUf OFFICEH Ol/!VER fl. OSTBEYER, 
U.~!TED STI~TES JARINE CORPS, 

!'or servioo as set forth in the .followilJg 

"For conapicuoua gallantry and 1ntrep1d!t7 as 
a Platoon Leader of Company F, Second Battalion, 
Fourth Marines (Reinforced), First Provisional Ma­
rine ·Brigade , Third Amphibious Corps, during action 
againet enemy Japanese forces on Guam, Marianas 
Ialands, 28 J'Ul7 J._M...,4·:• Advaneing i'ifty ya1•ds in 
rr~nt ot hie pla~1n .f'u.ll view or the enemy, 
Warrant Officer ostmeyer contacted the commander 
of• f~iendly tank and 1n£o~ed him of the platoon•a 
position. Koving back to hia men, he waa attacked 
b7 an enem7 officer and, after bein~ ala•hed across 
tho race with a saber, killed the Japanese. His 
fighting spirit and devotion to duty reflect the 
hichest credit upon warrant Offio&r Ost~eyer and 
the United states Nnvsl Service." 

R--Los Angeles, Calif. 
B--st. Louis, Mo. 

Fo~ the President, 

ecretary or the Navy. 
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c.e Presioent of the 'fnlted .Staten te.ke11 lea.sure in 
preeenting the SILVER S AR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL KENNETH E . omvALD. u • s. 1Uilil n CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

11 Por oorum1cuous gflllantry and 1ntrep1d1 ty 1n 
action during nn engagement w1th enemy J~pnnese forces 
at the mouth of the Matan1kau River . OuadalcenAl, Solo­
mon Isl~nda, on the night of. October 8. 1942. Surround­
ed and vaotly outnumbered by determined enemy forces, 
Corooral Oswald nd five cf hie comrades fought 
deenerately to hold their noe1t1ons . Refusing to be 
dislodged from hla defP-ns1ve position. he finally 
succeeded 1n inflicting heavy ~neu lties on the enemy 
attempting to cross the river. His great courage and 
1n<lora1table fighting rm1rit lter~ 1n keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United ~Jtatee da.val Servlce. 11 

; 

R - Lamar, Colorado. 

For the PrPe1dent, 

FRANK KNOX 

Secretary of the Navy . 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

FIRST LIEUTENANT RAYMOND A. OVERPECK, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as 
Commanding Officer of Company I, Third Battalion, Ninth 
Marines, Third Marine Division, during action against 
enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 
3 March 1945. Discovering several enemy guns being 
readiedror action against another Battalion which was 
moving up across open ground in the direct line of fire, 
First Lieutenant Overpeck quickly prepared his 80-mm. 
mortar section and led three rocket launcher teams into 
position about fifty yards from the hostile guns. 
Remaining near the rocket l aunchers in full view of the 
target, he opened fire with both mortars and rocket 
launchers and personally directing the attack, obtained 
hits on every enemy gun in the group. Although his 
small group was harassed by hostile riflemen, he 
courageously remained at his exposed position and 
continued to direct the fire, using his own rifle to 
kill two of the Japanese. By his ini tiative and skillful 
coordination, First Lieutenant Overpeck prevented the 
enemy gun · c r ews from firing a single round and, in 
addition, was responsible for the destruction of four 
enemy guns, the annihilation of many Japanese soldiers 
and the saving of lives among our own troops. His 
l eadership throughout was in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service." 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R .. Emporia, Kans. 

B • • Jolie t , Ill . 
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The Fresid nt of the Unite ei toa t kos re 1n 
pr oenting the OlLVER OT ED L to 

PRIVAT FIR T CLA 'S N IL OVGRTON, US CR • • 

tor servic as .ot J. r th it. tbo tollow1ng 

~ CIT T IOl-H i/J .--

nFor conopic uo s llantry and 1ntrep1d1ty in 
ction whil.e uehing with tho h1rd MW"1ne Di v:ialon 

uuring th l tiding tt ck on Puru tl lal ms, f3l'1. tlah 
So lomon 1 nds' en :November l, l9 a. Serving as a. 
m inber ot tho five .. man ere on a '1'~ mill1me'\.or ,......,.!!!:. . 
.peope-ilr l • Private irot Clase Overtun 
unhr:HJi ta tingly advanced into the Junglo to aeu1ut 1n 
reducihg an enemy position ot three strongly d fend d 
p ill ooxea well proteoted by ho$t11o sn1pero . Dee ite 
tho un•e limited armor protection, iA•~teQ<t.tve a8ai~ t 
~ h h 1 dad .t-r. 

c h ace proooed hom vigorous 
at tack and kept hi a on in o t1on until 'ttb host-1 le 
stronghold aa destroyed . Private i rst Cl so Overt.on•t.1 
great >ersonal valor nd tenacious devotion to duty 
wer in keeping with the highest tr ~it1ona of the 
Uni tf#d trt,a tea .naval Serv1oe,. •~ 

Far- tbo e ident,, 

,eor tury ot the uvy . 

R - J okuon, Tenn. 
B • Jackson, Tenn . 
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The President qf the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL JAMES R. OWEN 6 

UNITED ST.ATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION : 

11 For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as Squad Leader ·of Company B, Fifth Engineer 
~attalion , ·Fifth Marine Division, in action against enemy 
Japanese forces during the assault on Iwo Jima , Volcano 
Islands, from 19- February to 26 March 1945 . On 14 March 
when his squad was assigned the mission of clearing a 
hostile minefield one hundred yards in advance of 
friendly front lines to facilitate the movement of 
tanks , Corporal Owen refused to risk the lives of his 
entire squad and cleared the minefield himself with the 
aid of one other man , thereby enabling the tanks and 
i nfantry to advance and co~tributing materially to the 
defeat of the enemy. On 23 Ma_rch when he encountered 
heavy Japanese mortar fire , which he discovered was 
coming from a cave, he skillfully organized and led an 
assault on the enemy within and , after silencing the 
fire , sealed the cave with demolitions. His courage, 
initiative and devotion to duty throughout were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service. 11 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Bayminette , -Ala. 

B • • Bayminette , Ala . 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure 
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

SERGEANT HOMER L. OWENS, UNITED STATES l\1:ARINE CORPS 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 
\ 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
a member of Company K; Third Battalion, Fifth Marines, 
First Marine Division, during action against enemy 
Japanese forces in the Solomon Islands on November 3, 
19~2. When the advance of his company was held up by 
close range fire during our assault on hostile positions 
at Guadalcanal, Sergeant Owens rushed forward with two 
otherftarines to capture a 37.:Jnm. gun. Under tremendous 
hostile shelling, he succeeded in destroying the gun 
crew and putting the weapon out of action, thereby 
permitting the remainder of his company to complete its 
objective without undue losses. His heroic conduct, 
maintained at great risk in the face of grave danger, 
was in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
United States Naval Service." 

For the President, 

R- Sl:inton , f-olth ~avolina 

B- Clintor., Eo1th varolina. 

.F~ . 
~~ .. '""" 

Secretary of Navy. 
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T1• Pre111ont of the United States takes pleasure 
1n prosanting the ~I.tVER S~R lV'fil'\L to 

SERGE.l\NT !1HRI8 C . OWNS, 
UIUTED STATES MA.If!NE COfiPS F~SERVE,, 

for aerv~ce a s eet !o~th in the rollo~ing 

CITA~ION : 

1+vor con3pim1cua iPDllnntry end tntrop1d1ty 
·uh:tla sorv:lng 'IT1 th HsBdquaztters and ..;e1•vico Com­
{;S.DJ, Eacond ~r1n.O:!, ·:;aeon.a lobi11 ti1e ilv'LuiotJ., 
duri.ry~ ncrtion acainet enemy Japanese fo~cea at 
Tera-r-rn,, G:!.lb~!'t Iel!?nds, f ~oro. 20 to r:4 No·.,arubor 
12~~ f1:1.lled a~ Bfrgre3eivG do. 11!£1 ! ter 11e com­
fn (· ngt1 inst n d~G!) l y o.a.t~1tm~m~d en.e uy -t..n tbe cen­
tral e"otor ot Bt! t o Island, ~"rgeun.t Ov&ne fougist 
fnri.C!lSly and 1111 tbout :::iest throughr.•ut ttJ~G Cflyfl 
and nigh "l? of b:tt·t"r 01fe11~1.ve 8<!'1,;)on, cor1i,1•ibut ... 
ine mterJ.Ally to the success of hia uni't j.n v1p­
!ng out many .Tapane~ emplGceroonta. on one occu­
:Jion,, ho coldly Pl,OCfted<"d tG the §;llU. port ~f 8 
hostile st1·0ng po1nt, a.nct, dEHrp:tte · the enomy•::i rtn­
coaEaut nhellf:J.rie: dest11oy ~d. i:he eat.rau<.~hment 'W1 tb 
~1el:;J.-pJ.acec'! deMol1tions Ilti gr&uade r J. .... o, then 
ente:"ed tb:J aree. end ~l.lled tha l'+&Dla1.i11ng p~rson­
nel. A{!.o.tn ~ifJKl.O~ hl.e llfti in a autoequent en­
ce gei !eOt., be f aa.1"lOBSly t'IXOO&&d lt imeelf 't;u Vil;her­
iUf' t·mat5Je f:tro t o gafn i:111 ettvantngeo;i~ posl.t1.on 
1.01~ (•ove1•1ri'" tho edvtmce of' a co :nr.>an1.cm to t:.ne 
ontr-:.nce ol an enemy- ueld pol'Ji t:tou. }lis d£1 ving 
~n9.t1...~t,;Lve, ~rent Pftl"sow1l vel.or And tu:-aiiese 
devotion to tne completion ot each pe~iloue ~ia­
a .Lon ::e~'red Al M t itsptre.t 1011 to ou~ troop$ ·and 
-pef lect tbe b~U.&'li er.ea it upon tbe Uuited ~ta tea 
Na ve.l. Se~vic•. 

R--Ma.dison, Wisc., 
B--R1ce Lake, Wisc. 

Fo~ the Preeident1 

'°" L sm UYIJI 
SOorota:ry of the .. t'. V1 ~ 

\ 

' I 

\ 
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The President of the Untt~d States talti.ts pleasure in pre­
senting the SILVER S'I'.Af' MEDAL to 

FIRS'T LIEUTENANT ROBERT V.,., ., O\VE.NS. 
UNrrED STATES 11.!fu~JNE COfu~ RESERVE, 

for service as set forth 1n the f6llowiftg 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and 1ntrep1dlty as Executive 
Officer and subsequently a1> Commanding Officer of Company t, 
Third Battalion, Twenty .. fi!tb Mannes, Fourth lJ..'Ia.rine Division, 
1n action against enemy Japanese forces on two Jlnia, Volcano 

) lalAnds , from 19 to 27 February 1945. Although seriouslywounded 
/ during landing operations, First ~enant Owens aided in reorgan ... 

izlng bis men in the face of Japanese mortar 1 rock-et and artillery 
fire betore permitting himself to be evacuated. Joluntarily leaving 
his evacuation ship l!ix day ... later, he returned .to his company, 
assumed command, and led hls xnen in cleaning the East Bo.at Basin 
of hostil~ forc<ts. subsequently deploylt1g his units to drive the en­
emy from the promontory -o.ih1eh commanded the force beachhead. 
Making i:t> personal reconnaissance of the area to hie front on 26 
February, he established hls company's defensive PQsltion, super­
vised the evacuation of casualties and the !l.ow of supplies over the 
dill1cult tarratn and, on the following day, continued his u.ttackuntil 
he was again wounded and evacuate<.\. His leadership, courage and 
devotion to duty were in kefJP1ne; with the highest tradlttons of the 
United ttat~s Naval Be:rvtce." 

For the P:resident, 

Secretary of the V'i. 
:a--Fr ea1$ Point, Miss. 

} R ... -Memph1s, ~rerm •• 
/ J!K ... "'. ~~ .. ~ 
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The resident of the United States takes pride l.n p.cesenting 
the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

CORPOHAL GIBSON R . OXLEY, 
UNITED STA'"rEs WtARINE CO.itPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth ih the :following 

"Fo1• conspicuous gallc.l.ntry and intrepidity while serving 
with the Fiftl1 Amphibian. 'I ractu1" Eattruion, Gecond lvl'lrino 01 .. 
vision, during action againSt enor.a.y Japanese forces on Tinirm, 
l/ia:r.ianas Group, 24 July 19 4. Courageous end aggressive ln 
the face of terrific Japanese opposition, Corporal lliley rendered 
valiant service during operatloll3 on this strateg·ically hnportant 
island and, by hls technical ckUl and outstanding conduct con­
tributeCL materially co the success of a vital campaign i.ointing 
toward further v11'.!toriea over the Japanese. ~ hile ap1.1roaching 
the beach, a tractor whicJ1 he was commanding was struck by 
another tractor comfug frorn the be~'l and a fire was started 
J.n the engine compartme11t. Immediately, Corporal®xley, 
utterly disregarding personal danger from hostile ffi;\Chlne 
guns and snipers, ·leaped ~pon the ca:o of his tractor, warned 
his driver of the fire and tried to extinguish the flame, but 
was mortally· wou.nded by enemy bullets. l:..ls self-sacrificing 
devotton to duty and heroic :fighting spirtt were in keeping with 
the hlgh&st tradltL?nn of the United States .Naval bervica . .. .1.a 
ga,llantly gave his life for his country." 

R --Bil'n1inf;iw.m, Alabama 
B 

.,, ., ...... 

Secretary of the Navy. 

~~ 
~ 

) .11 , perm.Cit.ltr fr CMC pres 1d.by 01nc, us1.1C 1l-1IRS, ftm . 210 Farley 
~~dg ., Birmingham,Alabama on 20 Aug 45 to mother of the late Corp . 
Oxley, l•.ir s . Eva L. Oxley,4505 Ei gnth Ave. , Wyl am , Birmingnam ,Ala. 
infor mal l y at home. 
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fO!' t'fll , 

JA1"1ES FORRESTAL 

11.fcrnla 
lvs, Ui!:>tnlli. 


