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i cit & ltr fr cMe peas‘'d 14 July by 01:10 USMBDHIRS, Em 1, 014 POBldg.
thfield Sts., Pittsburgh, Pa. to the sister of the late PKC.Luclak,

trude Scande, 10 Canal St., Leeehburgh, Pa., informally at home.
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11 AWARDS OF THE SILVER STAR

By direction of the President, under the provisions
of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull. 43, WD, 1918),
a Silver Star is awarded by the Commanding General, United States
Army Forces in the South Pacific Area, to the following-named
officers and enlisted men:

bt et ik

~ RAXMOND_L$ LUCKEL, First Lieutenant, United States
Marine Corps Reserve, for gallantry in action a£ New Georgia,
solomon Islands, while leading his company skillfully and aggres
sively against key positions of the enemy's main line, thereby T
accounting for fourteen hostile machine guns and disposing of f
eighteen of the enemy on 1 July 1943. Home address: 3010 Newin
Avenue, Richmond, California. “*°°

Seded et e

By Command of Lieutenant General HARMON:

A. J. BARNETT,
Brigadier General, GSC,
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:

M. B. KENDRICK, \/
M&jor, Ao Gl D..
Assto AdJo Gent
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PLATOON SERGEANT BENJAMIN F. LUKEHART,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
while serving as an Acting Platoon Leader of Com-
pany B, First Tank Battalion, First Marine Divi-
sion, in action against enemy Japanese forces on
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 17 May 1945. Rendered
unconscious when his tank struck a large hostile
mine well during anr assault against a heavily-
fortified enemy position forward of our lines and
turned partially over on its side, Platoon Ser-
geant Lukehart regained consciousness to find that
the crippled tank had become a vulnerable target.
Steadfastly refusing evacuation despite heavy en-
emy antitank fire, he ably directed the fire and
movements of other tanks in his platoon until the
objective had been taken. After the successful
completion of his platoon's mission, he skill-
fully planned and executed the safe evacuation of
his crew. By his coolness, determination and
leadership, Platoon Sergeant Lukehart upheld the
highest traditions of the United States Naval
Service."

For the President
JOHN L. SULLIVAN
Secretary of the Navy

R-Marshalltown, Iowa
B-Marshalltown, Iowa
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The President of the United States takes pride in

presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

CORPORAL JOHN J. LUNSFORD, USMC.,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Leader
of a Demolition Team serving with the Third Battalion, First
Marines, First Marine Division, in action against enemy
Japanese forces on Peleliu Island, Palau Group, on 18 Sep-
tember 1944. Landing with the first wave of troops in the
face of heavy mortar, artillery and small arms fire, Corporal
Lunsford observed an assualt platoon pbeing held down by a
concentrated barrage from two enemy pillboxes immediately
to their front. Making a quick reconnaissance of the stromgl
defended approach to the hostile positions, he defied the ter
rific defensive fire, leading his demolition team in a rush
assault and advancing with determined aggressiveness until
struck down by the enemy. Corporal Lunsford's fearless
initiativer, indomitable fighting spirit and unwavering devo-
tion to duty under the most dangerous conditions were in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Nava
Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country."

For the President
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy

R-Lexington, Ky.
n 11}

SSM, perm.cit. & Ltr. fr. 0inC, pres'd 17 June by 0inC,
Heyburn Bldg., 4th and Broadway, Lexington, KY. to the
mother of the late Corp. Lunsford., Mrs. Kate L. WHITE
616 South Short ST., Lexington, Ky. Pul» Ceremony held
in Phoenix Hotel in Lexington, Relations and friends,
members of the Am. Legion Man "O" War post & MC League
attended.
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fer am!.ne as sat forth in the romuins
CITATION:

“For cmiowua mlau!x;r and intrepidity while
serving as a Member of an Artillery Forward Observetion
Party of Battery F, Becond Battalion, Twelfth m-im,
Third Marine Pivision, in action nwnt enemy Jepanese

- forces on Guam, Marianas Islands, on 26 Jul %W-
serving that enemy troops had m&»u tm
of the Marine lines, Private First Class Lusis moved f
mmmmn:wwmnmmmmm
infantry of an impending atteck from the rear and then
ghose to fight with the infantry while the attack was
repulsed, Volunteering to yret.aet the wounded while
walking back to the aid station, he returned heavy enemy
fire to enmble the casualiiecs to proceed sefely to their
destination and, when one of the men with the Forwerd
Observation Party was mortally wounded by mortar fragments,
assisted in dregging his wounded comrede one hundred fifty
yards through intense enemy fire in an effort to save him,
Hie skill, courage and a.tvattan to duty were in keeping
vith the highest treditions of the United States Naval

m« ”
R-Bristol, Comn. For the President,
}mﬂtfi.m, Mass : i !G?i:‘; tlc : :v:‘! [ “ng;

Secretary of the Navy.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL GEORGE F. LUICHKUS, USMC. u*f/
for service as set forth in the following ¥

4

CITATIONS ?}*

"For consplcuous gallantry and intrepidity while
a member of the Headquarters Company, First Parachute
Battalion, First Merine Division, during action against
enemy Japanese forces in the Solomon Islends on September
13, 1942. In addition to fighting continually for nearly
three hours, Corporal Lutchkus, under tremendous hostile
fire, repeatedly removed wounded personnel from the scene
of battle when medleal assistance was unavailable and,
on his return trips to the firing line, brought back
hand grenades and ammunition. With spontaneous shouts
of encouragement and inspiring conduct in the face of
great danger, he carried on tirelessly throughout the
night until eventually he, himself, was wounded and
had to be evacuated. His cool courage and utter dis-
regard for his own personal safety were in keeping with
the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,

FRANK KNOX

Secretary of Navy.

R - Coasldsle, Pennsylvania.

B - Lost Creek, Pennsylvanis.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL WILLIAM J. LYNCH,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATI ON:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
while serving as a Machine Gun Squad Leader of
Company A, First Battalion, First Marines, First
Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese
forces at Peleliu, Palau Islands, on 17 September
1944, During an attack against coral cliff
“strongly fortified by entrenched hostile troops,
Corporal Lynch's company boldly charged across
the open slopes and received deadly enemy cross-
fire which inflicted heawvy casualties and forced
his company to withdraw to a covered area. In-
stead of falling back with the others, Corporal
Lynch courageously rushed his squad forward in a
desperate attempt to neutralize the hostile fire
and, from a position half-way up the ridge, de-
livered effective fire which enabled his company
to reorganize and advance to its objective with
a minimum number of casualties. His daring ini-
tiative, coolness and aggressive fighting spirit
under heavy fire were in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service."

For the President
JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy

R-Upper Darby, PA
B-Ardmore, PA
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| PRIVAYE PIRST OLASS RONDELL LYONS, U, 5. MARINE CORPS,

R...Los Angeles, California.

Be..Weatherford, Texas.
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