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• 
FMF'IJb-0 
SPOT 
Serial 45784 
Signedti ------

The President ot the United t&Utes pleas­
ure in preEHmting the SILVER STAR MEDAL tc 

OOR.PORAL KEITH W. . 
UNITED STATES MARINE COFPB RESERVm, 

for serv1oe as set torth 1n the fol1.ow1.ng 

CITATION: 

OMO 

Pert 

&: Med 

"for oonsp1ououe gallantry and 
while serving as a Tractor Operator of Compnny A, 
Fittb Engineer Battalion, F1tth D1T1e1on, 
in action against enemy toroes during 
the aaaaul. t on Iwo J1ma, Voles.no Islands, 12 M•.itoh 

When the atteck ot tU1 infantry ba,talion 
cy enemy tire tram well-conoealed po­

e1t1one, Corporal LUoe constructed a road from 
rear areas to a point beyond the front 11mee with 
a heavy tractor, thus 8Aabl1ng the infantry to 
uee tanlla in support. _lork1ng under frequent 
enemy artillery bal'ragee, he continued to extend 
the road as the infantry advanced although 
attacked several times by Japanese armed with dem­
olition By hie skill and courage under 
fire , Corporal Luae oontr1buted materially to the 
oont1nuat1on ot the attack. His de•otlon to dut7 
throughout waa in keeping with the h1gheat trad1• 
t1one of the United Btatee Naval Serv1oe.• 

lsls , Maine 
B--Augusta, Main9 

For the President, 

JOHN L SllLLIVAtc 

Secretary of the Navy. 

' 
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ppd SofN 1.4 .. 45 
Serial 004 lLf 
Signed APR I 8 1945 

The resident of the United ,St.ates takes pride 1n 
presentlng the SILVER STAR £DAL postuumou.sly to 

P UVA:J?E FIRST Cb.ASS ]OSEPL P . LUCIAK, Ufil. CR., 

for servicer s set forth 1n th follOVJlng 

CITATIOI~ : 

' 'For conspicuous gal.la.ilt.cy and intrepidity whlle serv­
ing ·with the TnJ.rd B ttalion, First l.!arlnes, First a:rine 
Division,, in action against enemy Jqpanese forces nt P elellu, 
Palau Islands, on 17 September lf.l~. · 1th bis platoon pinned 
down in a tank trap by ihtense, concentrated enemy machine­
gun and mortar fire, ivate First e iass l'..,uciak voluntarily 
riSked M.s life to carry e.n important message through a two­
hundred yard open area to the rear company command post. 
Boldly e>q>osing himself to the Withering barrage, he unhesi­
tatihgly pres~ed forward but was mortally wo~ed while 
carrying out his perilous mission. s daring aggressiveness, 
indomitable fighting spirit and valiant <tevotion to duty in the 
face of grave peril were in keeping with tL.e hignest traditions 
of the Uniteet States Naval oervice. .he gallant)y gave his life 
'for bls cauntry." 

~-Leechburg, Pa. 
ti ,, 

'F'or the President, 

JAMEs FORRESTAL 

t:>ecretacy of t.~e 1\avy. 

l cit & ltr fr CMC peas•d 14 July by OinC, USMCDHIRS, Rm l, Old.POBldg. 
~thfield Sta., Pittsburgh, Pa. to the sister of the late PJ:c'C.Lueiak. 
•trude seando, 10 Canal ~t., Leechburgh, Pa., informally at home. 
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GENERAL OODERS) . . 
N0 •••.•••• 463) 

• ,._. 
HEAD~UARTERS tJSAFISPA 

APO #502 

• 
4 Deoember 1943. 

*** 
Awards of the Silver Star • • • • • • • • • • • • section ll. 

*** 
11 AWARDS OF THE SILVER S'l'AR 

By direction of the President 1 under the provisions 
of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 ( Bull. 43, WD, 1918), 
a Si lver star is awarded by th e commanding General, United States 
Army Forces in the South Pacif i c Area, to the following-named 
officers anj enlisted men: 

*** 
RAYMOND L. LP':'!KEL, 1 ... irst Lieutenant, United S tates 

Marine corps Reserve, for gallantry in action at New Georgia, 
Solomon Islands, while l eading his company skillfully and aggresr 
sively against key positions of the enemy' s ma in line, thereby 
acco unti ng for fourteen hostile machine guns and d isposing of ' 
eighteen of the enemy on 1 July 1943. Home address: 3010 Nevi n 
Ave nue, Ri chmond, Ca lifornia. 

*** 
By Co~mand of Lieutenant General HARMON: 

OFFICIAL: 

M. B. KENDRICK , 
Major, A. G. o .. , 
Asst. Ad j. Gen. 

A • J • BARNETT , 
Brigadier General, GSC, 

Chief of Staff 

v 
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• Cincpae 
Appd. SofN 10- o-4o 
Serial s:·740 
Signed.;.,_JJ.lll 2 4 1946 

Tbe resident of the United ~tat.ea t.'lkes pr1d 1n pre ... 
senUng Uie SILVER . T i\R l ED.AL posthumously to 

fot· service is set forth 1n the fol QWinit 

CITATI N: 

"For cotuspl:C uooo gallantry.and mt:rcpldity, wblle serv ... 
lngwlthCompany F, ~econd BatWton. Twenty Fifth 'A-5 rm~st 
Fourth harlnenivlalon, durtngactt non enemy Ja anese-held 
Iwo Jtn1a., Volc$.llo ISJ.ands, on 26 February~. 1th the ... 
VD..t'lCG Of bis l)l .toon ha ted. by 'Wl enemy macnlii$ gun well pro­
tected by olhor gun osltlons in the vlchllty, rivat.e J?lm 
Cl3Ss .uudwig went torward alone to take up e posed 'fir.Ing 
pca1tton iand oellver fire on the hostile emplacement, thereby 
permitting bis plat n to advance to its o ~eettve. Rilled by 
sni $?"fire dur1,rtg this action, #J"lva.te First Class Ludwlg, 
by 1118 courage anu self ... sacrUlc:lng devotton to duty uoheld 
the highest trnd1Uons of the United States ?~av.al Service. He 
p1lantly gave b.llJ U!e ior htg country.1

' 

~:C'm cit & Ci11G .nr de.Li vere<i i; o the 
: lihe late fi'c LUO.wig, 1'111~.&M.L'S. ,t;d.ward. For the resident, 
g ,.sr., in1·o::emally at their home on 
na smuch as they ~eclined. a ror:~l . e .• .. ~~bi 1~.~ 
tion • .t'res maCle oy t.t1e OinC,U::>MC Dtt.r<S,' t'1 

rille, lt'a. Acting .:
1
ec.retary Of the Navy. 

R ...... Kelsey, Florida 
B.--Kelsey, Florida 
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Th• '1'e1lden' ot the Un1,e4 Stat•• tatea 
pleaeur:e in preaen,1ng tbe SILVER STAR MJ.:DAL 'o 

81CRG~ANT TINY r, LUINSTRA, 
UNI!£1> STAfEB MAR!NS OOAPS, 

ror •erY1oe •• eei tortb in the following 

CITATIONS 

•ror oon1~1ouou1 gallantr1 and 1ntrep1d1'J 
vb1le aerYlpg •1th OoapaAJ B, Fire' Ba,tallon, 
81x\h )(ar1ne1, Seoond llarine D1•1elon, 4ur1ng 
aot1on agaln1t enea1 Jtpan••• toroe1 at Tarawa, 
Gilber• l1lan4a, on 22: lo•••••r 1943, When a 
nwabeJ' ot ih• •n~1 1nf11,l'a'e4 mrooapan1 
llnee 4v1n1 the hip,, leqeant Lu1aetra, on 
b11 on inl•la,1•e, bol41J adY_.••4 al•• 'o 
the pen.•'••'1•n and, 4el1Ter1ng a \)Old, ••••l'­
a1n•4 •''•Gk agaln1t th• Japane11 •' per1lou•lr 
olo1e r~e, 1Ucceeded 1n destroying 'be poe1t1on 
w1'h hie aoourate r1t1e t1re. By hla daring 1n-
1t1at1••• hi• indoeitable t1ght1ng 1p1r1t and 
oool oourag1 in the taoe ot gra•• danger, Ser­
geant LU1n•tra eon,r1wie4 to the 1av1ng of aan1 
11••• an4 \o tbe repulat of 8'lbaequeat ooun,el"­
attaoka b7 a tanai10 en .. ,. Bl• unvaTer1ng de­
votion to dutJ throughout wae 1n keepitlg v1th 
tile hlghee' t:ra411'1one of the Unl'etl lta,ea NaTal 
8er..-1oe ... 

R--Laverne, Okla. 
f.i--J!;thel, Nebr. 

for the free14ent. 

JOHN L SULU fAN 

Seoretar1 ot the Na'YJ'. 



'lbe Ptesident or th• united state• take• pleasure/ in 
pr•senting the SILVBR STAR DDAL poatbblnoualy to 'I. "/.: 

PLATO(il S.DOEANT ALEXAJIDBR J. LtJD. USJICR., 

tor service as set tortll .~ the following 

Cl:I'ATIOI: 

•For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in 
action while serving with the First Karine Raider 
:Battalion clllrin& the attack against enemy Japaneae 
torcee on Mag!• Solomon Islands, on the night ot 
Anguat ?-a, lljL ften a hostile oounterattaek was 
41rected aca~hil 0011pan7 •1 pos1 t1on• Platoon 
Sergeant LUke, at'er 2Pealiz1ng that one ot hts 
machine cannen had lNten kUledt imud1at.el7 nshed 
to the ~ and put 1' au u action, althoup he, 
himseU, wa• under neav7 enttmf tire an.cl aortall7 
:wounded. Hi• grim determination and great Mraonal 
valor assisted 11&ter1ally in the eventual repUlae 
ot the enem7 a:nd uplleld the highest traditions ot 
the United States laTal Senice. He gallantly gave 
b11 lite in the detense or his coUAtry." 

For tbe President, 

FRANK KNOX 

Secretai-7 or tbe lf&V)'. 

R _ Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

B • Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 4·16-1916. 
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Signed~~~~~~~~~ 

The President of the United States takes pleasure 
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

PLATOON SERGEANT BENJAMIN F. LUKEHART, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
while serving as an Acting Platoon Leader of Com­
pany B, First Tank Battalion, First Marine Divi­
sion, in action against enemy Japanese forces on 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 17 May 1945. Rendered 
unconscious when his tank struck a large hostile 
mine well during an assault against a heavily­
fortified enemy ~osition forward of our lines and 
turned partially over on its side; Platoon Ser­
geant Lukehart regained consciousness to find that 
the crippl ed tank had become a v ulnerable target. 
Steadfastly refusing evacuation despite heavy en­
emy antitank fire, he ably directed the fire and 
movements of other tanks in his platoon until the 
objective had been taken. After the successful 
completion of his platoon's mission, he skill­
fully planned and executed the safe evacuation of 
his crew. By his coolness, determination and 
leadership, Platoon Sergeant Lukehart upheld the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval 
Service. 11 

R-Marshalltown, Iowa 
B-Marshalltown, Iowa 

For the President 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy 
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Berlal Q, • .JJ 
~i&ned ... ~UL 5 _ t9ifS 

resident of the United ma.tea takes r..rlda in 
~ post.,um.ously to 

set fort.ti in the following 

C!T Tl. Nt 

' 'Fo-r cvnapieuous gallantry antl mt:repttUty while 
serv~ ·with the Seventh t~ Uines, First M t'ine .vtsiOn. 
in action aga.lnet enemy ja~ae forces on Nel1u. Isl.an , 
4alnu 11p, "3 ept.ernber .l.iti. r~ bae~ that one ~t 

hts comra.dl':s ltad betm w~Alld was iY:bli in t.ne o~, 
exposed to 1nteJUJe Wld merciless enemy artillery ana sma.ll­
o.rms fire> vate Firirt Class Lum. unb.ea1tatmgly rlisheG 
to h.W aid ~lli waa killeu iii tu heroie. 1ilt.empt. to ~rroy th~ 
wounded }.;_,L rine to cover • . ::iiis unself$8li dlilregai-d for UJ.s 
omi psrsonal aatety, iS dating' eourag.e ~a 1mfUmming 
~ voUon tu .\ltJ re_D.ect g.rEmt credit upon ~ivate lt irst 
Cla.Ss Lm:a and tb~ United Qtates Naval Serv.!ce. Iie 6Al­
l&ntiy pve his llfe for hlS country.'' 

--F~~ .. Tenn. 

For the fiiresidant, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

c.t~<:Z' ~if&-td a Aug. by 
_,.IfI S, USCourtHouse3ldg . , Nashville 

~ o the m'Jther of the l:'lte PFC.Luna, 
.es N . J..;i.ma,Rt .1, .It;rankevfing,To1m. 
,y at home. l!inister and reporter 

dt .. . ......... 
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The P~•aident of the United. State• 
in p~es~nt!ng the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

S~RGEANT GEORGE Dti LUNDBERG~ 
~J?UTED ST/\.TE$ MARINE CORPS RiSEnVE, 

for aarv1oe as s~t forth in the tollowing 

OITATioNi 

r-
PERF 

EMED 

nFo~ conspicuous gallant~~ and int~opldlty 
while sorvinG as A Squad Leader o~ Company I 1 
Th1rd Battalionp TTrenty-e1ghth Marines, l~11'th 
Marine Division, in action against eneny Jap•-
nese rorcea on two Jilnn, Volcano Islands. 21 
Pobruary 1945. D1scoverlng at sundown that the 
r1$ht t1i'flTt ·p1atoon or the unit on lits left had 
surrered heavy caeualtiea during the ae~ault on 
Mount Sur1baoh1 and that a dsngerows g~p had oe­
CUl'l"ed in the B~ttalton line, Se~geant Lundberg 
oourageoualy moved out under h-eavy enemy fin to 
reconnoiter the gap despite active hos~il• infil· 
trati'.on and to detei-taine the looation ot th• re,r11 ... 
nants or the adjacent platoon. Returning aione 
through the Japanese-1ntest$d area, he led hi• 
depleted squad acroaa the rugr~ed te~~ain and. al. 
though. rece1 v1ng a barrage of gr&nadee and machine .. 
gun fir& from both front and rear positions, ~e­
eatabllshed the line on both flank•• Maintaining 
hia position throughout the n1ght 1 he allevtated 
a sarioua threat to the Battalion and oloaed a 
serious gap 1ri the line. By his leadership and 
detennined fighting sp1r1t, lergeftnt Lu..ndbe~g up• 
held the lligheet tra.d1t1one ot th• Unit•d St•tea 
Na.val Service." 

For the President, 

R- Los Angeles, Cal i f. 
B- Colville , Wash. 

l\\\R \.. sutU\U\~ 

Soo,,.-ettU:t:y of the ll•Vl'• 
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Serial 98300 Signed __ _ 

The President ot the United Statee takes 
pleasure ln presenting the SILVER S~AR MEDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS MARVlN O. LURDER, 
UNlTED &TATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

. for aerv1oe aa set forth in the following 

OrfATIONs 

•ror oonap1cuoua gallantry and intrepidit7 
while serving as a Rifl$11&n 1n a Platoon of 
Compa.RJ C, Fir&t Battalion, Twenty-ninth Marines, 
Sixth Marine D1v1slon. 1n action against enem7 
Japan•ea foroes on Okinawa. Ryuk1\l Ial.anda, 11 
June .li.il... With his platoon suffering heav7 
oaeuartr"i"s and p1nned down ae a result ot intense 
knee-mortar f1rt trom the forward slope of a 
ridge durlng h1a oompan1'• attaok on a atrongl7-
detended enem1 pos1t1on on Oroku Peninsula, 
Private .r1rst Claes Lunden volun•ar111 armed 
himself with grene.dee and, moving tcrvard through 
\he heavy hostile automatic tire which seriously 
wounded him,· ·suooeeded 1n 4.estrofing the Japa­
nese mortar, thereb1 enabling the platoon to 
•tta1n 1te obJectlve . Kla 1n4om1table t1gh,1ng 
spirit, fortitude and devotion to duty •••• ln 
keeping w1tb the highest traditions of the United 
States Naval ServLoe.• 

For the Pree1dent, 

Searetar1 of the Nav7. 

R--Tacoma, Washington 
B--Port Angeles, Washington 
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Signed Apr 11 1945 

The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

CORPORAL JOHN J. LUNSFORD, USMC., 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

11 For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Leader 
of a Demolition Team serving with the Third Battalion, First 
Marines, First Marine Division, in action against enemy 
Japanese forces on Peleliu Island, Palau Group, on 18 Sep­
tember 1944. Landing with the first wave of troops in the 
face of heavy mortar, artillery and small arms fire, Corporal 
Lunsford observed an assualt platoon pe ing held down by a 
concentrated barrage from two enemy pillboxes immediately 
to their front. Making a quick reconnaissance of the s&-omgl 
defended approach to the hostile positions, he defied t~e ter 
rific defensive fire, leading his demolition team in a rush 
assault and advancing with determined aggressiveness until 
struck down by the enemy. Corporal Lunsford's fearless 
initiative., indomitable fighting spirit and unwavering devo­
tion to dQty under the most dangerous conditions were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Nava 
Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 11 

For the President 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy 

R-Lexington, Ky. 
B- II II 

SSM, perm.cit. & Ltr. fr. OinC, pres'd 17 June by OinC, 
Heyburn Bldg., 4th and Broadway, Lexington, KY. to the 
mother of the late Corp. Lunsford., Mrs. Kate L. WHITE 
6 16 South Short ST., Lexington, Ky. Pub Ceremony held 
in Phoenix Hotel in Lexington. Relations and friends, 
members of the Am. Legion Man 11 0 11 War post & MC League 
attended. 



l'Ml'2JO 
SPO? 
Serial oOll.'7 .D. fC 1 o 1947 

91sned----------~ 

'.t'he Preaident Of tu UD1te4 SW.tea tatee pl.eaaure in 
pzuent~ tbe SIJID 8'tAR MDAt to 

axvAD 1'mft o?.MW e&<JBOI xmm, 
mI1'JID ITM'JES MAB%Jll e<mJ8 BlmY.I, 

tor aen1oe aa aet forth 111 ~ tollowina 

CI'l'ATIOI: . 
"i'or comp1ououa pllaq\r.r am 1.ntreplcl1t;r while 

aorrtna aa a Member of an Ar'\ill.er7 1orvard Oblerve.t1oa 
Part1 ot Jatter1 J', &eooDI i.ttalion, Twl.tth *1"1oea, 
Third M!Lrine J>1T1e1on, 1ia aotlon apinat. ezimny l&p&neM 
torcea OD Guam, )fllrSJmu IaJ.ub, Oil 26 J'ult _19", Ob­
aen1ng t!l&t eraeJllJ troopa ba4 'bi'obn thro\11h Vlhe rear 
ot the Mari• ~' l'rivato l'U-•t CJlu• I.ua1• JDDTed. torw 
ward ln th8 tao• ot h•V7 8Dl8ll7 rifle tire to wni the 
1ntant17 of aa hpmSJw at'8ok ftoo• the rew &Ill tben 
ohos• to flsht 'With the 1ntaatr1 while th• attack wu 
;repulse!. 1'olwlteer1ZJC to protect the wounb4 while 
val.1'1128 'beak "° the aid atatton, he returned beav1 en_,. 
tin to enal»le the ouualtiea to proceed aatel.J to their 
4oat1nat1on aal, v1lel1 om of the men ¥1th the J'OJ"Vl!!l1"4 
Obaenation 1ar"7 vu~ voualle4 ~mortar frafpleJIU, 
u11ete4 1A 4"81f na 111• wo\1111e4 OOll'l'84e one hl111'1ret1 ftft7 
lU'd• tbroup 1utenae enem.y tire in Bn ettort to aave Ma. 
Jl1• alc1ll, counae u4 devot1oa to 4utt were in 'llceepinc 
With tho biahNt tn4tt1om ot the Unit.I 8'atea llaval 
S.rYioe." 

j•Br1stol, Conn. 
B-Wostfiel.41 Mua 

Seoretar7 of tho ......,. • 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure 
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL GEORGE F. LUTCBlUTS, USMC. 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 
~ 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
a member of the Headquarters Company, First Parachute 
Battalion, First Marine Division, during action a gainst 
enemy Japanese forces in the Solomon Islands on September 
13, 1942. In addition t o fighting continually for nearly 
three n ours, Corporal Lutchkus, under tremendous hostile 
fire, repeatedly removed wounded personnel from the scene 
of battle when medical assistance was unavailable and, 
on his return trips to the firing line, brought back 
hand grenades and annnunition. With spontaneous shouts 
of encour agement and inspiring conduct in the face of 
great danger, he carried on tirelessly throughout the 
night until eventually he, himself, was wounded and 
had to be evacuated. His cool courage and utter dis­
regard for his own personal safety were in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service." 

For the President, 

FRANK KNOX 

Secretary of Navy. 

R - Coal oale, PPnnsylvani a. 

B - Lost Cr eek, PPnneylvHnia. 
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The President ot the United States takea pleasure in 
••nttns the 8ILV!R STAR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL VERNON P. Ltr.rZ, 
UNITi.1> STATES MARIE CORPS RESERVE, 

eervioe as eet i'ortb in the following 

CITATICN: 

"For conspicuous e;alle.ntry nn~ intrepidity vbtle serv­
ing as a Machine Gwi Squad Leader of Company L, Third Bat­
talion. SL~th M&r1neu, Secon~ Me.rtne D1v1s1on, in action 
againnt enem1 ,Tapanese forces on 8a1p3.n;.s Mariuno.r, Inlnndri, 
on 2'( June lQ!~J~. h'ourule11 by f!.re f1•om a. vell carooufla.gcu 
enemy mucbi'.ne gun wbon his assault r1.flo pln.t,oon vnri 1111ned 
r..'lo"Wn by tho hostile !'i r1e . Corp:>1•al Lntz cxpoi:md hiraself 
crnnt1 nuously "t· reco.nno1te11 o. pos!.tL>n fr.nm vh1ch his rns...:.l11ne 
gun could b .. 1 i!lg fire on the Jar,auese. Selecting comm~n~ ing 
g ~oimd, he ~k!.l lf'ully m .... ueuver ec hi~ squad f'.t'O'ii UUO er tl1f: 
em1m;f !'i.re a.r1a up o. C!.of llade~ rout£1 of appraacb, silenced 
the boat i ).e 'Weapon, U.110 em1olod the :r.'iflC.:JCrJ. tC• r·eo.,. f,ar .. iFe 
a.nd IJ~nt1m.~c tha: e.t ta..,k efore le eub:ni tte~ to t;_ cat~ 1ent for 
hls w•:mn 's. Hi~ courage, 1n1~.l tive and dvv tlon to Jut 
thro xchout -wc1•e ln ~aeping with the 'hlB~-~~t t-r!l<lit::tona of 
the TJn1 t ed Stil t '1!'1 tl8.v~11 Se:z·v tee,, n / 

/1 
Forr tre Prea1dent, 

JOHN L. SULLIV N R. Kinn. Kinn. 
" 1' B. 1· 

Sdcreta:ry of the Navy. 
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fh• ft'eilclent ot the matted stat•• take• pleae• 
ure in preeent1ng ~ S!LVBR $'RAB !&21>.lL to 

CORP ORAL DAVID · 'J. LDCH1 
UNITED STATES MAlltlE CORPS RES!RVS, . 

to'ft e•rvice aa aet rorthein th• tollowing 

CITA'l'IOlf 1 

"For oonepiououe ga1i&nt1'7 and 1nt~ep1d1t1 
wh11~ serving with oompanr <h Pirat Battalion. 
F1r$t Marine•, F1r1t Karine D1V111on1 1n action 
a1;;.a1nst ene%lSJ 3apaneae ?<>re•• at P6lel1\t1 PalJU 
Ialand1, on·,19 l&ptellbw .JJttt.. When J.nteu• tilt• 
trom hoatile maehine g\&Jlrftioql7 on\rencbed b ... 
hind a ~ausewa7 to the tront hit hi• o~ du•­
ing an advance thl"ough a Q'8111P• aorponl Ltnob 
voluntee~td to l•ad etret~ be4ll'•~ t•-.. thl'Ougb. 
.tire-swept al'•&• to 1&arch !'ozt th• *at wd4ed• 
Fearloeel7 expoaing bilill~lt to th• •nelQ' to draw 
thoa.ir ;fir• throuehou.t a one.hour 'P•r1od, b• .1n-
1ur•d the ev•ouation ot •ll caeua1t1•• to a poai• 
tion of compa~at1ve aafet1. When he waa blinded 
and wounded b7 a 3apaneee mortar lhell, he OZ'del'ed 
hia men not to come to ht. •ld beoaue ot the 
he&"7 tire. BJ h11 tortituAe, ooolne•• aa4 un• 
aelt1eh devotion to dUtJ1 Corporal ~oh Upheld 
the h1ghoat traditions ot the unite« lt&t•• Raval 
Service." 

R·-Shepherd, Michigan 
B--Ithaca, Michigan 

J'Or the Pl9ea1dent, 

secretarr ot the H•VJ• 
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Toe resident of the Vnlted States ta.Ua pleaaure 1n 
:Pre&enthlit the EIL ER S i'A MEDAL to 

I4RlVA Fl.RS'!' Cl.A THOMA • L'YN~ USMCR.; 

for se1 vlce as Ht forth 1n the folb?W1Pt 

CI Jr.no : 
"E or ~l~ ga.llaDttr. and mtrepidlt.Y ns L <fur 

of a ~-mm. Gun Crew servbli with. the Thi:td &ttalliil, 
Se enth Uarwa, First Marine Dlvla1on1 In acUon aga.tnst 
enem; Iapaneae Jorcea on cape <Jlon.cester, New Brltah::, 
}v.oimry r -4,,_Jiti,, .• heJi his battalion was hellvtly tir~d 
upon y QUari\i"Hlle, machlDe-gun ad mortar fire fr~ 
str.~ lol'Ufiecl hoaWe pOeltlona 4\U1ft.s wi attempted 1'11ght 
r1v~r croMtq, Private First Claes L)'lieh dlr$cled d con­
trallwd h18 gun through untamwar, taugJAtd Jtmg.le, tirlnglng 
U1e -weapon to a. j)C>Sltloa from whleh lt was fired at point 
blW1i' :ranp, destrQYilig e,neay emplacoementa ~ IWlS nd 
~ung the battal.lon to ad•ance. Yr1v&te Flrat Class 
L)11ca's w.\:riug qgreasiv•ne• and 1118pltl~ courfiie Ui'lde1' 
firG •are 1n U.plui wUA U. high t + tr dltioos of thE> U it 
states l ... avw t!'Wlce." 

R--Dorcheater, Maas. 
B-...Som.ervtlle, Ma&B. 

ot tM President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

t>ecretary o! the iN v-9. 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure 
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL WILLIAM J. LYNCH, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

11 For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
while serving as a Machine Gun Squad Leader of 
Company A, First Battalion, First Marines, First 
Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese 
forces at Peleliu, Palau Islands, on 17 September 
1944. During an attack against coral cliff 
sfrongly fortified by entrenched hostile troops, 
Corporal Lynch's company boldly charged across 
the open slopes and received deadly enemy cross­
fire which inflicted h eawy casualties and forc€.'G. 

h is company to withdraw to a covered area. In­
stead of falling back with the others, Corporal 
Lynch courageously rushed his squad forward in a 
desperate attempt to neutralize the hostile fire 
and, fr0m a position half-way up the ridge , de­
livered effective fire which enabled his company 
to reorganize and advance to its objective with 
a minimum ~umber of casualties. His daring ini­
tiative, coolness and aggressive fighting spirit 
under heavy fire were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service." 

R-Upper Darby, PA 
B-Ardmore,PA 

For the President 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy 



• ~&a!dent of the Un1 te4 t. te ake 
ln pre # ntitlE the e.n.v T ~!4 t 

R u L LYO o, u. • t mn:.m c ~s, 
et forth ln the follo "1118 

Cl~ I . • 

a t portion or he e O¥• 
c1 st1on unaerl1ned 1n 
red enould not b ~lv n 
either 1 rballf or 1n 
,r1 tin to ny pcrGon 

without t he DerrJlom1on 
ot th oftieer in cbnr e 
ot the Deoornt1 ns en~ 
t~ llal,. D1v 1 i on . 

/ 

~r the Pl' ldent , 

FRANK KNOX - - ------

R ••• Lo s An~eles , Califo r n i a . 

B ••• Weatherfor~ , Texas . 
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