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Ser. Special 

The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER ST.AR MEDAL posthumously to 

FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLI.AM R. EPPERSON, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a 
Platoon Leader of Company F, Second Battalion, Sixth 
Marines, Second Marine Division, during action against 
enemy Japanese forces on Saipan, Marianas Islands, 
15 June 1944. When his company's right flank became 
exposed fi)"flosti le counterattack during the initial 
assaul t against enemy-held positions, First Lieutenant 
Epperson acted on his own initiative to lead a section 
of machine guns across open ground to a position from 
which he could best protect his unit. Twice, driven 
back by hostile fire, he persisted in his mi ssion, 
returni ng both times to deliver furious counterfire 
with his own weapons and killing or dispersing the 
Japanese threatening his company. Constantly under 
enemy fire while rallying his men, First Lieutenant 
Epperson was fatal l y wounded. His courage, inspiring 
l eadership and aggressive fighting spirit throughout 
this action reflect the highest credit upon himself and 
the United States Naval Service. First Lieutenant 
Epperson gallantly gave his life for his 

R •• Kansas City, Mo., 
B •• Kansas City, Mo. 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy . 

SSM w/perm. cit. & CMC ltr. posthumously awarded the late 
1st.Lt. Epperson, USMCR., was p resented by Captain Fred J. 
Gilhuly, USMC, OinC, USMC MRD, HD of Kansas City, Kansas 

City 6, Mo. informally at the home of the parents, Mr. 
& Mrs. C. R. Epperson, on 19 September, 1948. The parents 
requested that no ceremony, other than the informal 
presentation, be held and that no publicity be given. 
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The Pr esident of the Unit ed States takes plea­
sure 1n presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL VAHAN ERAN08!AN, 
UNITED STA'l'BS MARINE CORPS RESERVE# 

for service as set forth 1n the following 

CITATIONt 

"For conepicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
while serving as a Vire Team Chief of Company D, 
First Battalion, Second Marlnen, Second Marine 
D1..v1sion, d 11r1ng action agatnst anelllY' Japanese 
forces on Tarawa, Gilbert IelandA, on 21 Novem­
be~ ~#Jr Whan our assaulting units gained the 
cent o the airstrip during the early morning 
following furious battlt with a fanatic enemy on 
D-Day, Corporal Eranoa:t~.n boldly led b.is V:ll'e team 
across the f1r~-swept area and expedit1ouely es­
tablished and maintained the only wire oon:unun1aa ­
t1on from the For ward Aaaault Compeni e8 to the 
Battalion Command Post and the 81-mm. Mortar Pla­
toon., tirel•ealy carrying on deaplte tremendoua 
odds during our sustained dr1vo across the land­
ing field to the eouth aoastline of the 1slaud. 
By his daring initiative, hi~ dauntless perseverance 
and coibl courage in the :race ot' grave danger, Cor­
poral Eranos:lfln enabl ed th~ forvaru. elementa i;o 
direct accurate, determined fire of the mortar pla• 
toon against the Japanese ltad cont:t-1uuted material­
ly to the euooess of our operations against this 
vital hostile· stronghold. His unwa.ve:rlng devotion 
to duty throughout t he fierce hostilities was 1n 
keeping with the highest traditions of th~ United 
States Naval Service. ·• 

R- San Me.tea , Calif. 
B- Belmont, Calif . 

For the President, 

PscFl t Bd.Awds Ser 47 of 23 Feb 1944JOHN L SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

I 
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The President of the United St ~tes t akes pride in pre-
3enting the SILV R 8'£ AF MED·L posthumously t o 

SECOND LIEU111ENAN'l' DEWEY A. ER1CK$0N, 
Ul\JITF.D ST l\'11Ji~S MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

~or serv1 ce as set forth in the following 

CITATION : 

11 For conspicuous gal l antry P..nd intrepidity ~s a 
nlqtoon Leader attPChed to A Reconn~issance .Company 
of the Headouarters Battali on, 'fwenty-eighth :tlarines, 
Fifth Marine> Di vision, during action on enemy Japanese­
hela lv10 .. Tima , Volcano lsla.no a , 14 Me.rch J,.,945. After 
crossing ~ fire l ane covered by heavy sni~er nnd 
machine- gun fir~ as he was 1e~a1ng his platoon fory.rnrd 
to fill a gap bet·ueen t wo a.ssaul t b ,, ttalions, Second 
Li eut·enent ~rickson halted to encourage the members of 
his unit in their attempt to negotiate the hazardous 
crossing. t,fuen his runne:r ''f'S wounded by a burst of 
enemy fire ~s he ntar~ed acros~ the 0 1ening ~nd fell 
to the ground in the open fire lane, uecond Lieutenant 
Erickson immedia tely braved t he wi t hering ma chine- gun 
fire, Rnd r nn to his runner's side, too~ him in hi s 
arms e.nd stc.rte.:i t o cR:rry h i m to a cover ed position '·her e 
he could a&ninister first t 1 d. 1'1ortRlly •ounded by 
another burst of enemy fire ~e he moved ~cross the 
opening i.r1 th the wounded man, he fou~ht t o remein 
conscious until he had succe eafully carri ea h is runner 
t o s a. fety before he hi'! self collr-peed end c1ied as a. 
re ~ult of his wound~ . Second Lieuten~~t ~r1ckson 1 s 
ballant act of Pelf-sacrifice inspir~d h is men to h eroic · 
efforts in the successful ~ccornpl1shment of their mi ssion 
and nas in keeping w:t th t h e hi ghest tradi ti ons of the 
Uni ted St a t es Nav~l Service . He gallantly gAve his 
life for his country." 

. --Ramon a , Oklahoma . 
--ElDora do, Kansas . 

For the President, 
JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy • 



U f.J} \J .t<.i. 1.. ... ,.. t;"'A'PI 
J. 502 

0 • • • • blS 

.. y d ireet1on or tho f-'t' s1dent , un I .... t' a 
s1.o!:ln o!' t e et of Oongroas appl."e>~ed Ii Jul:;' l. 11 
4..:o., •O~ lJl J) , ' ::.11 vet• Ste:~ l'l po t .u-cu:Jl';- c r 
the Ca.~~~.d1c.:> 'enerc.1 :a Uni t:ed St tes Ar y ore 11 
oouth ~eif1c Arc , to 

• , 

rov1-
{ .. u11. 
ct1 Y 
1.n the 

"i 01• 1.hm.try ii;: le ~Go • alo-
tr.r>n I i :de, on !:I July } ·-~• craon 1.ly 11 • a 

\rln£tl crew tiCr:lbars aic- · be :::l' p1m1ed d om1 by enomy 
1 i.·e u.mery (lrc...;eant clriclnzon ,..grocnl cly ~nou­
"\feretl 1t 1.nto I\ .i01:':1.t1i'ttl fro ~lch ~.$ yl,ap..J-C- of 
,. n enomy m chine n irnd t·1llce i <ent:!t•c crew. 
, rooult of ti~tri c urtl ·eous . .v.ct1. n h en1h>led 
frlendl~ troopa t continue the~ dvauce )n tt 
obj =tive. In so aoin thu~nery- S rr;e nt . 1ckaon 
saorif 1cecl b1e 11£ • " 

By Cor:i.=inncl or tLeut no.nt · cneral !tn:rt1oru 

'.M. J . lt ... ?:D t!Ci\ , 
Ma .1or • J't . G. D. , 
l eat. Adj . ·1en. 

A .. 3,. ;:i t. .t 'l', 
I:lri~d!er Oane1• l , '"C, 

0;11e.r or St. ·rt~ 

R •• • North St oningt on, Connecticut . 
Nond.ch, Connecticut . B • •• 
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The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

PRIVATE HERBERT ERICSON, Jr., USMCR., 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATI ON: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as Rifleman with the Second Battalion, Twenty­
Fourth Marines, Fourth Marine Division, in ·action against 
enemy Japanese forces on Saipan Island, Marianas Islands, 
from 5 to 7 July 1944. Courageous and aggressive in the 
face of terrific japanese opposition, Private Ericson 
repeatedly volunteered as scout for his platoon during 
c leaning-up operations on isolated points of enemy 
resistance behind the front lines. Although mortally 
wounded on 7 July whi l e preceding the others into a 
thickly wooded area, he steadfastly refused medical 
aid and accurately pointed out the exact l ocation of 
the enemy weapon to his platoon leader. By his outstanding 
initiative and resolute devotion to duty in the face 
of grave peril, Private Ericson contributed materially 
to the success of a vital mission. His unselfish 
spirit and valiant conduct throughout were in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval 
Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country.~' 

R •• Bayshore, Mich. 
B •• Petoskey, Mich . 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 

SS perm cit. ltr fr. CMC pres. 2-7-46 by CO, MTD, NTS, 
Dearborn, Mich. to the Sister of the late Pvt. Ericson, Mrs. 
Mary M. Willis, Petoskey, Michigan. Informal pres. at home 
with family and friends attending. 



( l 

) with cit ltr fr CMC pres • 
-25-46, oy c~ war~ne Jarnacks} 
. s. NevPl ~h-pyard , 5rooklyn, 
• Y . to the !ttother of the late 
~·c Erlick, ·Ts Andr .v1 ! rllck; "'t'~tnfi 
7 Sumner St . , Tlddle town, 
onn. 

I 1 
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The President of the United States take:;) pride in pre· 
sentlng the SILVER f .. :rA:R MEDAL posthumously to 

\;<SCOND LIEUTENANT WElqDELL ... :.. . .!.~R~K.tNE, 
UNITED STATES MARINE COP .t-l&, 

' 

.for service as set forth in tbe following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity .as Machine 
Gur1 Platoon Leader~ ttached to Company A, First Battalion, 
Twenty-Third :t..·Wl'ines, Fourth .Marine DiVision, in acti;..)u. es.­
g-:-m ... t .... nemy Japane3e 'forces on Iwo Jhna, Volcano Islands, 
19 F<::oruary l9 ·~. Adw.nclng on the be ch in the face of intense 
mortar and ma&hlne .. gun fire from camouflaged hostile plll ... 
ooxes, Second Lieutenant Er.skine defied the concentration of · 
enemy fire power, wh.ich was lriilictlng sever~ caeu.alties on his 
c..on1pany during the initial a.>sault, to move forward o! the front 
lines with an advancing tank and, taking up a; hig.llly vulnerable 
pos1tlon on the uncovered slope, supsrvised the direction and 
adjustment of fire power by hi.fa.ntry ... tank telephone and made 
posolble the destructlon of two hostile pillooxes before he him-
self wa.-s m.5tantly 1'Jlled while ?...dvanc!.ng on a. third. ·y his 
brilliant tactics and out;;.,t~dlng devotion to duty durmg this erlt-
1cal period. Second Ll.:tutenant Erskine hzd 1nsph~ed his men to 
contbme the relentles .... atta.ck until they had overrun the enemy 
positions. He gallantly gave his lite in the service of his country/' 

R .--Danville, Illinois 
B. --El Paso, Illinois 

For the Preeldent, 

~i~ Secretary of the. Navy. 

!W/perm cl t & C JC ltr presented to the widow o1' the late 2d4t • 
. ne, 1.irs . Wendell A • .i..:,'rskine , 107 V orhees ~t., Danvil.le, Ill., at the 
DBRS, Chicago, Ill., b1 Capt . L. L. Patrow on 20~ep46. 
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fEB l O 1948 

he P.t>en~ cnt of t.lm t1n1 tea Sta.tea tQltcs pleasure 
in prescn+i.1'1.g tbo 51!.iVER ST .R ,\L ·o 

P!~I'!!lTE ;F'lTIS' Olif..SS h'ILLilJ~ • E!\"t~Il? , 
lfil'ITIJJ S!J!ATEf i·1AR!UE COB PS , 

• tor a£:rv1oo a.n ~et forth 1n tlie foll<>w.tns 

Cl'i'A IOI~ ~ 

re.v­
i.l 

"Por the _Preaiaant, 

J01lil .... ... .., _ ...... ,,. 

R--Alexrmdria, Madison Co, Ind . 
B--Blvood, Indiana. Sec ·etur~ or the Uav1 . 



C1ncp e 
Appd So!N 9-13- 5 
Serl.al - 36610 

igned N_lu ~ 

The Pre_ ldent of the tJnlted St t s take prlde ln pre­
ntlng t 1,. SILVER SJ.AR. MED 1 po~t!lumoualy to 

or servlc t forth ln t e following 

er 

~or e r sldent, 

JAMES FORRESTN. 

·etar}'· o th avy. 
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The Proaident of tho Un1tell States takes plea.cure 
in Pl"OSent1ng t be SILVER ST.An tte:n\L to 

PRIVATE FIRST cues JAMES ES~RY, 
UNii'ED STA TES MARINE COUPS, 

fol' &$rv1ca as set forth 1n ' tbo following 

CITATIO.L : 

°For conapicuoun gallantry and int!'eP1d1t y 
while llor.vihg vith Readqu rteJ:tu and ~orv1ca Corn ... 
p.uny, Second Ma.:t'inea, flacond f·tli .. ina D1v1~1on, 
du~!ng aat!on n ainst enamy Japanese f orcac at 
'J.ln.raws~ Gilbo.rt Ielanda,, from 20 to 24 Novembor 
!~1!..2..· Skilled and a3gi~esa1ve during f iorce oom­
~'V"agnir.Lat a deeply entrancbe(l enemy ih tho oan­
tm1l soc to1~ of Batio Island; Prl.vatc F'11•st Class 
Essa~y fought fit1,iouoly and without rest tbrouc;b­
out th1•G dayis and n1gbts of bitter offem:ive 
action, cont~ibuting terially to tbe iuccos~ 
of hia urd.t 1n v1pll:.g out many .Jta.paneee tJmplsca­
l!'»n ta . On on~ oocaeion, be boldly p~oceeded to 
the ;un po.t•t of e. hostile s tF=-1i1g point an.cl, dG ­
SJ)~.te tho enemy ' s ince.:;san abellfire, dee royad 
th e11tro11chmant with 11all-phlced demolit ions 
and grenade· fbte, tben e11tGred the area and l-::1li1.ed 
the ronn1111ng pe1•sonnel. A nm rJ.akina h1a li:fa 
1n a aubsequctnt an age1nent> be foe."t1lessly exL>etDO<! 
himself to vitberLig bootile fire to gain an ad­
vanta oua pos:L ion fov covei-in, tbo e.dvenca of 
a companion to the ent~anca ot en eneucy-hola po-
o 1 tiou. His daring 1n1tlat1ve1 ~eat personal 
valor md tiNless dGvotion to t ha comple~1on 
of eaob perilous mission se1-aved os an. :J.nsp:tration 
to ou..~ t~oope and reflect t be hi§beat cl'Etd1t upon 
tho Unitod Stutes Naval fervioe . 

.... -£\h-t r.Aeo , Ill ., 
B--Cbicago, Ill. 

For tho P:reOidant, 

JOHN L SULLIVAN 

~. c:reta:ry of tbe Navy . 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

GUNNERY SERGEANT HARRY K. ESTELLE, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATI ON: 

0°For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as a Member of a Rifle Platoon of Company B, 
First Battalion, Twenty-fifth Marines , Fourth Marine 
Division, in action against enemy Japanese ·forces on 
Iwo Jima , Volcano Islands, 27 February 1945. When a 
hostile patrol attacked and wounded several def enders 
of the Company Command Post, Gunnery Sergeant Estelle 
crawled from his foxhole, proceeded toward the enemy 
through an area where both friendly and hostile grenades 
were falling and, rushing the enemy position, killed 
three Japanese riflemen . Proceeding around to the rear 
of the Command Post toward the 60-mm. mortar position 
where a renewal of the fire fight had attracted his 
attention, he killed another member of the hostile 
patrol and, still unsatisfied that the enemy had all 
been killed or had withdrawn, continued to search 
through the entire area before reporting back to the 
Command Post. His outstanding initiative and courageous 
devotion to duty in the face of enemy fire were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of t he United States 
Naval Service.~· 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Red Bank, N.J. 
B •• Long Branch, N.J. 
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The President of the United stntea takes pleas­
ure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

SERGE.ART ALBERT J. ESTERGALL, 
UNI1?£D STP.TF..S MARINE CORPS, 

for eervico as set forth in tho following 

uF'or conspicuous callantry and intreridity 
while serving with Company B, First BattQlion. 
Twenty-fourth }!a.riooe, Fourth Marine I>1vis1on , 
in action againat onemy Japanese forcas on '"a.ipan, 
Marianas !alands 1 8 July 1944. Although pain~ 
i'ully wounded by hostile · re during an attack 
against the enemy entrenched tn a heavily wooded 
area, sergeant Estorgall courag eously led his 
squa.d throughout the assault, closing in on the 
enemy and annihilating hostile troops in their 
foxholes. His gallantry. leadership and disre­
ghrd for his personal safety reflect the highest 
credit upon Sergeant Estergall and the Unitod 
states Naval service." 

R--Cleveland, Ohio 
B--Cleveland, Ohio 

For the President, 

Se~retary of the Ravy. 
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pot Award 

6l1al OOJ 92 JUL 2 l 1944 ElCiltd __ ........ ________ __ 

'f_F 011 eOUptcuo latm,P1d.U.Y :wuJ.ll!f 

MrVing with the ir ariDe Parachute ~ent r.lU.r• 
bg actiOD. agalnat eMlt1y ~ fOl"ct!S Ul Boagolnvill t 

SO omou lslandci Dece~ 9, ., · le~­
Of the ~ of 1111 platoon hltO PQi!Uon, aun.r;r rgean 
* ttenb<>rO'Ugh, WUh eodl coui-a«e aXl4 complete C.U..er;a.r · 
or bi own personal eafety, repeatedlJ ~himself 

lo beQ Ure from hoatile aadpera ud madli•~ 
~ ill order o mamtaSn control of h1a man b1 
dense ~bnllh. 11ia $.lll&.d Wal (~ l)imlec1 
·UUllifn by ene~ are, boldlJ a4vaac.4 a pOlnt withJn 
~ PtoxlmllJ to Japaneae posltlons em allenced 
two ma.eh1De 8tllMrl wDD bald~ thereby enabling 
bis squad to ccompllah 1ta miUlea. llhl ~~lui li 
ab1p and lwrotc ec&l"ttaidftM88 wre ID keepl»C With th 
hlche t ~ad1tlons of th United ~~ U~ d. Sorvlc .u 

For th· P~cnt, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

etuf Of the N ~· 
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The President ot the United States 'Ilk.ea 
plee.aur iu ...,resant1ng tbe SILVER S'f AR MEDA!.. to 

SB:RGEANT WERtfEH H. EUBANKS, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESPRVS, 

tor e rv1oe as eet forth 1n the following 

OITA'rION: 

For oonepiououe a~llGntry and intrep1d1ty 
h1le serv1ng ae Leader or a· iaohine Uun Section 

of Comp&ny S, F1~et Battalion, Twenty-first Ma­
rines, Third ltar1ne D1v1e1on, in ao't1on IJ,gninet 
enemy Japanese toroen en the Asan-Adelup Beaohh ad, 
Guam, Murianaa Islands, on the night ot 26 July 
1944, When th" en~1 penetX"ated the 11nee 1n aev­
e~ pl acts and lnfl ioted heav1 onaual t.iee in hls 
section during a coo~d1nated Jape.neee night attack 
against th11 entire beaohhead, Sergeant Eubanks 
replaoed. a wounda<t gunner &nd personallJ manned 
a mt:..ohina nun. age.inst continued bostlle attack•. 
1th tbltt poe1 tlon becoming untenable s tno enetnJ 

advanced, 11a skillfully withdrew h1s section a 
short distance t .. ) the i .. ear &.nd peree'l'ered in h.1s 
tight aga.inet the J&panese until all except three 
ot hie men became oaeualtie3 and both guns of h1a 
aeot1on were ! ut out ot ·ction by boet!le rnortax· 
ti.re. With the _th1"Et· rem 1ning raen, Sergeant 
Eubanlte reported tc the neareat rifle platoon and, 
at dt.~Wh, voluntarily served es an Automo.t1o Rifle­
man 1n the 00 1.intere.tte.ok. which re,c tored the lines. 
H1a oouru.ge under fire and l.nspirin.r. leadership 
throu@lou t \•ere :n ke!p1ng with the h1gheut trad1-
t1one ot the United State . l~eve.l Service.,. 

R--Ja~keonvlll 1. N.O. 
B--Onalow,lo, N.u. 

For the Pres1.d.ent, 

Secretory ot the N vy. 



Spot I ward 
f;'erial 0081 'i 
~ oc: 2,6 19'2 

'lhe Pr sldent o e United St.ates ·~.iil.1 
presenting th SIL ER Sl:.A ~ ~oA L to 

VAr". ~'L~ CLA~ CJ.J ·o · R. ET.ID~, USli1CR .. , 

or aerv1cG no set forth In th tollowlng 

Cl" .i:A:.u. Q : 

--

For the P reald.enlt 

JAft/lES FORH.ES'J' AI 
"e'!retary o! Uie I 'IJ;y .. 
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The Pl'esident Gf the Unite<l States takes prlde tn pre­
senting th~ SILVER STAR ?v1 ... .1.. \L posthumously to 

CORPORAL RU;·"ELL j . EUGOINO, 
UNITED ST TLS 1"'!ARINE CORPS, 

for service · '-' set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous g{lilantry and intrepidity while serv­
ing as Leader of a ?vlachine Gun Section, in a platoon of Com .. 
pany A, Ftrst B~ltalion, Fu·st 1',ifarines~ First lv!ar1ne Division, 
during ~Uon against enemy Japanese forcm~ at Okinawa, F yukyu 
Islanc:s, ""n 4 May 1945. When his assaulting i•1fle platoon suf ... 
fered severe ca.suattre"s ana was forced t-o withdraw to a mo:.e 
favorable position, Corporal Euggi.no qulcg.t.y realized the ne­
cessity for providing a smoke screen to facilitate evacti.:"l.tion 

n<J: when the wind and proximity of iriendly troops made the 
use of artillery or mortar smoke impossible, voluntartly eft 
his covered position and made a valiant atte~pt to cover the 
withdrawal by throwing smoke grenades. F~Jl.1;"lassly bravtng 
a devastating barrage of machine-gun, mcrtar and sniper fi.re 
when his supply was exhausted, he ran up tmd down the line, 
securing n1ore grenades from the wounded men and. covering 
their evacuation witU he hlmself was fatally ~truck d'wn by 
the enemy •. By his da.i·ing initiative, outsta.ndin& fQrtib,ide and 
gr'lve concern for the c-afety of others, Corpo1·al Euggtn o con­
tributed to the saving of many lives, and his selfless c-·nduct 
throughout !'aflects the highest credit upon himself 0tnd the 
United States l'u.wal 6 rvlce. He gallantly g-ave his Ille for his 
countq"'" .. 

R .. -Bnton \ouge. La. 
B--Lutchu, a. 

For the President, 

JAl-.IBS FOR.HESTAt 

Secretary of the Navy. 



812588 
DIP 298 m:v1 t ·lv 

lllrPJC 
8POf 
Serial 87283 [ \, l I.I r:.l47 
118Dl4----.... -..----

Tho '?roaidGJit ot tbfi 'aan te4 8'atq takea plc&!!urtt in 
preaen'tiDS \)Ma SlLn:R 8'1'.AB ~to 

Ocrer-aBAt CARL ll. J.Y.AE, 
UicI'l~:D STATti:S MA.RllE CQUlfJ f.!S:hllVE, 

ClTA'i'IOHs 

'
1lior r.;oaap1cucua gal.la.c.tr1 G.ri4 1ntre~H11 ty wi 1 l e . 

a6r11 ris ao a Litador ot a 1'1acll!.r.e G1.ln !-5t1et ! cm o! C<>LlJl&nl' 
K, '!h.11 a ,iattal1::>n, Eighth Mu-1no•, S eoontt I.UrinG Dtvi­
eior.1, 1n aotJon aeatru1t en~ Je_p&1t:se tn:rcer; t>n Ok.1.rJ .. va, 
B:rok,.vu r~lftllda, on 20 .l"~lU 1 4 • Vol~te.rily gOi•'8 1.'.0 
'the a.id oi' t.v;> wouaclecl !11.GA.ilbol. a c1' ll1o ~latoou, CiJ~lJ<u al 
1:.v~ made Die fla'¥ ti) an ex.pasecl rce:r cud d...,o?f1 to ~oou.rate 
anipc:r fi:t"e aUQoeadsd in oar.i·niie tht: r.crc :ecr:t ouel.y wo~­
Gd Mn ~o a&t•.;y. ln 8.4d.1t.lo~, 'hti f14.:~htn• ~oeil M.a­
Eself to .-uvlll¥ t'il"'ft .1n ord•r to clra:w the e~•o at.tfmt1on 
~ifll1 frOJJ. t~ ... oui wundod -.a, thexeby ~11\?. it p')8• 
•1 bl6 1·01· hi& to MD h1• V&t t.o aatet.1- JU• oatat.an4-
1Ds GUW.-... am 4Rot.10U to 4.1R7 Wl'e iD keeping Vith t.he 
hiCbaat trM.1 t10J» or '11• 11.lf. te4 ltatea Xaval Serv"! oa." 

»·M1d'D1", Ohio 
8-Portacmouth Ohio 

I U ~I t t'' • r ~ I ' I 
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Appd SofN 2- 22-45 

Serial l~~ l g m45 Signed ' · 

T e ~ resident of the United States takes pride in 
presenting e ILVER STAR. DAL postl u.rnously to 

.. VATE FIR r CL CA~ LR. VANSt 
murED STA'J.'IES .. ARIL~E COR!'JS RESE v ., 

ior service as set orth hl the following 

crrA1'IGN: 

"For conspicuous gallantry nud intrepidity wnile 
serv!n wit the Seco Battalion, t:eond Marines, oecond 
Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces 
on ai,pa.n> :M · rianas Islancs, 17 June 1 4 ~uring a fierce, 
tank-supported enemy ccunter::ittack :whic ndere his 
~ition extremely dangercus, Private irst Class ~ s 
valiantly remained at his machine ~J firing until his 
weapon ceased to function. and then directing fire of an anti· 
tank gun which resulted m t J.e destruct'ion of a hostile tank • 
..... ubsequently securing ot er muchina gun t the company 
comm.ano. post, he unhesitatingly eturned t\l his position to 
continue tne figi1t . By s carw 'initiative nd tireless 
vJgllance~ Private l"lrst Class •vans aided materially in 
the successful stemmlllg of t e enemy> s devastating counter­
attack, and s te!k'lCious devotion to duty throughout was in 
keeping with the ughest traditions of the United States ·a.val 
Service. n 

R- -Troup, Te-1.B.s 
B--Troup, Texas 

For tlle sidentJ 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

CJ.'etary of t e Navy. 
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Serial 7?7 
Signed QllG 17 1943 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

• 
PRIVATE CECIL H. EVANS, U . S. MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

1 

CITATION: 

11For conspicuous gallantry and 1nt~epld1ty while 
serving with a heavy machine-gun crew in Oompan..y_..D, 
First ~attal1on, Seventh Marines, First Marine Division, 
during action against enemy Japanese forces on Guadal­
canal, Solomon Islands, October 24 and 25, 1942. When 
his squad leader and the remainder of his crew were 
killed or wounded during a mass frontal attack by 
hostile forces, Private Evans, manning his rifle from 
a dangerously exposed position, prevented hostile 
troops from overrunning the gun position until the dis­
abled weapon could be replaced. Hie heroic conduct, 
maintained at great personal risk in the face of grave 
danger, was in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the United States Naval Service." 

For the President, 

FRANK KNOX 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R - Leeton , Missouri 

B - Leeton, Missouri, 1-24-24. 
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Signed 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL CHARLES W. EVANS 0 JR., 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

iaFor conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving with Headquarters and Servtce Company, Second 
Marines, Second Marine Division, during action against 
enemy Japanese forces on Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, from 
20 -to 24 November 1943. Skilled and aggressive during 
fierce combat against a deeply entrenched enemy in the 
central sector of Betio Island, Corporal Evans fought 
furiously and without rest throughout three days and 
nights of bitter offensive action, contributing materially 
to the success of his unit in wiping out many Japanese 
emplacements. On one occasion, he boldly proceeded 
to the gun port of a hostile strong point and, despite 
the enemy's incessant shellfire, destroyed the entrench­
ment with well-placed demolitions and grenade fire, then 
entered the area and killed the remaining personnel. 
Again risking his life in a subsequent engagement , he 
fearlessly exposed himself to withering hostile fire to 
gain an advantageous position for covering the advance 
of a companion to the entrance of an enemy-held position. 
His daring initiative, great personal valor and tireless 
devotion to the completion of each perilous mission 
served as an inspiration to our troops and reflect the 
highest credit upon the United States Naval Service. u.i 

R •• Lakewood, Ohio., 
B •• Glen Rock. 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 



GENERAL ORDERE ) . . 
NO ••••••• • •• 47 ) 

HEADQUARTERS USAFISPA 
APO #502 

2 2 February 1943 . 

J~ 
~A,,lld 41cl 

* * * * * * * * * * * ~"'-1 .. ~ 4.\ 
M" 

II . AJf RD OF THE ~ILV~ STJ..R : 

By direction of the Pre~ide1t , under the urovi FiOnf of 
Army Regula ti 0."1S 600- 45 ' AUP'.US t 8 ' 1 9 32 , a Si lver St ar is 
awera.ed by the CoL'l.lnancing General , United StateE f riJ y Forces 
in the South Pacific Area, to er ch of the follo•:.ing named 
officers and enlisted men : 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Du ~.'LD L . ,:.vJ,:8 , ( 403382) , Privo.te..L United f t ates Marine 

Corpr:: Re~erve , for galla.ntr} in actio'l on January 23 , 1943, at 
Gu£.c.alcane.l . · .'1.ile a member of an anti- f'-niper pat ·ol al~ a 
rorr , Privete ~van~ attemutu1, above and beyond hiE partiµula :t 
du ... ie~ , to ev6 cua te three '·o ..lnde6. Ma.rineE· e.nd a wounded ho~pi tal 
coroFm&n ~ran t~e road to a olaoe of safety. Whil~ so aoi ng he 
-was under extre ely accure.te e-niper fire and ·waf' severely 
'· o .mded by a bull~t t ~~ou h the c4 cE"t . Home addrer f : 1 807 .l!ia:;;t 
? 6th Street , Kan~a~ vity , HifFOUri. 

**"'******>.<* 

By Comr11and of Lieutenant Gener a l HARMOd : 

OFFICIAL : 

s/ ~'/illiam A. Lori, Jr . 

. t/ '!JILLIAtl ~. . LOHD , J"1. , 
Lt . Col . , Inf . , 
Actg .AsF.t .Adj. Gen . 
DiFtribution "A" 3 Com So 

R- Kansas City, Mifsouri 

B- Kan~as City, ,Mi~~ouri 

A . J . BARN.i:.I'T , 
Brig. General , G.s .a. , 

Chief of ~t...l:'f . 

3 ea O. & EM 
Pac, 3 Co~. Gen Fct Mrne Ampbs Cor 
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Cincpe.c 
lnp1.aotN l-10-46 
..,E;rial- 3?~ffR 16 1~·1·7 
· \gr\ed_· -·------

he Prt?e1dent ot the Uni ti .. d St nt e .akea rid.• 1n 
•~ent1n thtJ Il.V 1 ~/,.R .P& l~ poa buamut!l1 to 

r:- nrvlc~ a ea roi~th 1.n th :t<>llowlng 

Cl'l'A'l'IO! ~ 

"'ll'or conRplcuou~ ,.nJ.J ntt"'Y a nd 1n re •1d1ty ~a Pl toon 
Le dor , nttnnhed to Oompnny H, l\l'hird jj~.ttnl1r.n. ·r ;enty-111.nth 
"nr-ine .·, fU~th ~ar1na Oi v1a1on, ln e.ot1on ng~1nt!t enttmy J e.po ... 

nAs . f"oroea en Ok1nawr, ··yukyu Inl~nt\~, 12 ~:pr1l 1G45 . htle 
pl.".t1'"oll1ng '11th b1n com_pany , Ftrst r .. 1nutenant Evans~oteerv"d 
that nother comp~ny ot the b tt&l1on pprox1m~tely p,even 
l1undred ya.rd~ d ... ~nt wni:i rece1 v1ng tntftnRe mort~i- nd :iaehln"!-
gun tir1t und. w unttble tQ evnou~te 1 te numerouta c.e~u 1 t1 ca 
w1 thout t se.1s1.nnoe. Ol~'t' 1n1ng • ..,erril8~1on to 1 e~ d n evnou. -
t1on party int" tha tront lines, he quickly or ·l n1tad n. ~hir-

esn-mnn r!>Ufl 11nd removecl l!'.<!1nJ c, Buel tlee 1nt1p.\ te or the 
oont1.nue:1 enemy t'lre. p1'rsonally ev• m: .. t1n tllrae 'Wmm ea 
~ineR nnd, 1n one 1n~tnnoe, ··nlk1ng to tbtt r at' m'l crirry-

1 ng n Mnrlne thr-ough macr11 ne- n an:.'l sn11'P.r t'l re . Upon "!'~­
turning t" thn h( tt lJ en nf\mm nd nos-c, he b~11vely led 
thirty-m~n 9VD.OU~tion v"?'t1 b~ck tc, th~ ooen& of e,et11'.ln nd 
QOnttnued ~o dir,ct evsouat1on aot1v1t1en until ~11 thP. wound­
ed had bP.1'n r~ri''Vt?!t to n ~,, n.cf'Jt < r a· t t7. Hie 'he:roh~ conduct, 
unf"nl t~r1np; !.l~V()t1on ~o duty ' m5 cour~grtouo si;~1r1 t. ot nelt-
~ ur1t'1co l"~~ulted in Gti~1ng the 11VF.8 O<f f:'.r:<.nt Ot thS ~ounded 

oncl t·ot'lect the! h1gh!1st ored1 t upon U'1r t Lleu~nnAnt ~v no 
~nd the Un1ted t ~e. N~v1l ·cr•1ee. " 

'"-·Snn R f: el, C.,,:U.t . 
-- J n ., ..... r n(!,_ oo, Cri.111". 

~ • WX'r'iJ" :..it> 

Oll fil I:rt.f "' · 7, 
• 
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The President of the United States takeb pleasure 1n pre­
senting the SIL VER ST AR lv1EDAL to 

MAJOR HOLLY 11 • ... VANS, 
UNITED STATES MARIN L. CJR~S RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

" For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity a._, Com­
manding )f!icer of the Third T~nlt: .Battalion, Third Marine 
Division, in adion against enemy J?.tJanese :forces on Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands, 25 February 191:.: -. In preparation :for a coor­
dinated infantry-tank-artillery11Pac·t ... galnst high ground north­
east of MotoyamaAi.t!ieldNurnber Two , Major Evans thorough­
ly ~econnoitered the entire Division zone of action under heavy 
hostile fire and, on the basit:i oi that reconnaissanc9, submitted 
detailed recorom0ndattons for the employment of his Battali.)n. 
Undaunted by fierce enemy action, he courageously moved for­
ward with his assault units in order to direct and control the 
progress of the advance. uensL-1g at the most critical phase of 
the attack the necessity ..>1 prompt and vigorous action to pre­
vent the attack from stalling and to reorganize the remaining 
shattered forc~s, he moved on foot to tha most forward tanks 
in the face of intense hostile fire and made an effective e:.ri l 

timely reorganization of those tanks still on the field. By hh 
outstanding courage and initiative, Major Evans inspire~ bir 
officers L1C men to continue the advance degptte the almost 
inVl?lner .ul defenses of the Japanese, anc his unwavering de~ 
votion to dU1.,y was in keepinn· with the highest traditions of the 
United f tates Naval Eervic~." 

E.--Texas City , Texas. 
B--~c..wnee, La. 

For the Pres1detn, 
·OH. L SULUVAA 

Secretary of the Navy. 

\ 
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The uresident of the United States takes pride in p:re .. 
senting the SILV .w.:.: ... rAR 1'.1EDAL posthumously to 

CO iPORAL ROBERT EVE S, 
UNITE}) S'f ATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

fo1· serv1ce as set forth in the follcwlng 

CI'l'ATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while se1~v ... 
ing with the First Ba1.tal1on. Fourth Marines> Sixth Marine Di­
vision, durin action against enemy Japanese forces on Okin.a.wa, 
Ryuky~ Islands, 8 June ... ~~}...§.~ V hen his platoon became pinned 
dov.m by L"'lter..se enemy rnachine-gun tire from concealed post .. 
tions, Corpol'al Evers and another Marine voluntarily moved 
out into the open tc a vantae;e point from which the hostile em­
placements were vinib.w. Returning to his platoon le!1der and 
informln him o! the location of tbe stronghold, t~e again vol­
witeered to adjuat tank fire upon the positions and, heroically 
expos1ng himself, dil'ected devastatlrig fire which oestroyea the 
hostiie forces. By his mitiative, couxage and unswerving devo ... 
tlon to duty, Corporal Evers contributed lrn.measurabJy lo the 
successful advance of h1s platoon, thereby reflecting great 
credit upon bit:.'1Self and the United States Nav 1 Service.n 

For the P resident, 

JAMES FORRESTAJ. 

Gecreta ry of the Navy. 

E, ...... Whitestone> Long Island, N.Y. 
B-... New York, New York. 
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Signed .JUL 2 4 1946 

The resident of the United States takes pride 1n :pre­
senting the SIL VER ST AR MED\ L post.humot1$ly to 

C.t\P'rAtN WILLIAM C. EVERS, 
UNfI"ED STATES M.AfUNE CGRPS, 

for service n.s set forth in the following 

errATION: 

"For conspicuous ~llantry and intrepidity as Ccm .. 
ma.ncting c·mce1~ of Company 1, 'I'hird Battalion, Ninth Mar1?1es> 
Third Marine Division, in action again.st Japanese forces on 
Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, on 25 February 1~5. V.·hen intense 
enemy autcm~tic and mortar fire suddenly swept hl$ ct.mpany 

. ln an attack fr::>m the north edge of Motoyama. Airfield Number 
Two,. pinned down his left platoon and caused many casualties 
a.mongvttal personnel, Ci:>.ptain ~vers personally advanced along 
his assault line 1rom one unit to another, -rallying his men as he 
directed thelt" fire and movement. Inspiringhia company to ad· 
vance against tremendous opposition, be continued to risk his life 
under hostile fire untili w11ile reconnoitei:-tng on the left, he was 
struclt by enemy small-arrns .fire and killed instantly. A cou­
rageous leader, Capta.in Evers by his hel'oie example and sk:UlfUl 
directivn of his company's fierce onslaught had succeeded 1n in· 
flktfug severe casualties upon the enemy and in weakening the 
ma.in line of Japanese resistance en lwo J1ma so tbat friendly 
troops subsequently tock the vital ground with comparative ease. 
Ee gallantly gave his life in the service of his country.'' 

For the President, 

,, Acting 

R.--Hudson, New York 
B. ·-Easton, Pennsylvania 



SPot Awar 
Serifµ 00192J . 2 1 '\944 
,;igned u \,. 

aMant iof the Uni ed. Stal.es take$ pleasure in 
SILVE:Il STAR KEl)AL to 

... VAlr:. l;Jii.ET CI.JillS DONALD L. VJERS, USMCR .. , 

for sa:r tee aa set forth 1n the. fol.lowing 

ClrATl . 
• 

'~Qr· eons~1euous ~G.ntry tind lntriepidity whil 
t: r'Ving 1ith th~ First 1Jle.r1tie 1d..:r aeginient as a 
me.cht~· gunner on the outpost ilne oi c3siatance l·ouna 
So~v1lle beachhead, Solomon Islands~ December 9, 
~· 1hlle Private I:trst Class Lwers and two other 

· ~lf:V'.>ines wer -01:ieratlba a machine gun dur5r.ig a cruc1Al 
period Of the aeUon, e,,n enemy hand grenade exploded 
~ithin fue emplacement, ldlled hi two corn.rndes and 
demolish:o.d the gtUl tripod. In order to ma1nta1n Uilln• 
terrupted reelstance, Private Fl:rat Clasa Ewers picked 
up the weapon and, althouih 1t was necauary to expose 
hbnself, bpt up a v1goi.•oua stream ol fire trom bi blp. 
Despite palnfW burns on b<>th hands, he held out with grim 
detet·mtaatlon until an adja.eant platoon was able to l'1,;• 
orga.nlZe 1te pos1Uon effectively. I:I1s relentless :f1ght1ng 
spirit., mamtained s.t great ~rso.nal l'"lsk 1n tha lac Of 
grave ~r, w 8.! a in keeping With the hlgb.eat traditions 
of th United States Na.val. Service/• 

R-Denver, Colo. a. II o 

JArvIES 1-0~TAL 

. ecretar)' o1. the l a'fll'. 


