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l)GP- 298-dnf 

App Sof'U 6-?~-45 

Signed Sf P 25 1Y43 

The Presidm~t of the Uni.ted SU..t cs t UJ..e:.; p_c...,.suro n pr cen·t;ing 
t •• o ... ILVF..R ST i.R MF...ii L po thumously to 

PRIV TE F_F.S'I' CL.$;.; J J,f,;IBS E. Ef,ILF~RT, JR., u .. s.r.c, 

fol' sc:rvic., GS set forth in the follo .. i11g I 
CIT .. T!ON: 

ltol' t.he reeh.ent, 

fllANK KNOX 

Secr~t ... ry of "the 1, vy. 

R - Ci~ilnna.tti, Ohio 

B - Cincinna.tti, Ohio 4-25-1913 
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R-Portl.n.nd. 011•. 
B-Portland; Ore. 
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Spot Award 
Serial ().4.?8 
Si d 'i""'f 1 f"! HH" gne 

The President of the United States takes pleasure 
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

FIRST LIEUTENANT CLELAND E. EARLY, USMC., 
I 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

11For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
in action while attached to the Second Marine 
Raider Battalion during operations against enemy 
Japanese forces at Asamana on Guadalcanal, Solo­
mon Islands, on November 11, 1942. Courageously 
leading his platoon in the van of a surprise / 
attack on a numerically superior enemy fo r ce, 
First Lieutenant Early, in the midst of battle, 
suddenly realized that two wounded marines had 
become stranded in front of our lines. ImmediAt e­
ly 1.eading an attack against the Japanese, he 
neutrali·zed the hostile fire in that sector and 
then rescued his injured men. His great oersonal 
valor, outstanding leadership, and heroic devotion 
to duty were an inspiration to his men and contrib­
uted in a large mea sure to the success of our en­
gagement. 11 

For the President 

Secretary of the Na vy. 

3- Wigwam, Uolorado. 



395562 
DGP-298-RTT 

ComGenFMFPac Ser 98302 
Signed_~~~~~~~-

The President of the United States takes pleas­
ur() in presenting tho SILVER STAR lmDAL to 

CORPORAI, Vl!l,LIA:M EARLY, 
UllITBD $Ti1TES MARI1'1E CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the tollowlng 

CITATION: 

ASST CMC 
°F'or oonspicuoue gallantry e.nd intrepidi·ty 

while serving as a Squad Laador or Company G, 
T'.1.1ir-d Battalion! Twetlty-nlnth M&rlnes • S1xth Ma­
rino Division , n action again.st enemy Japanese 
forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 17 Ap~il 1945, 
Observing a squad of hostile troops pulling a · 
heavy ~ieldp1oce into the mouth of a cave1 Cor• 
poral Early immediately left bi s squad and, do­
apit& the great danger involved, rushed forward 
alone in the tnce or hen117 rifle fire to the 
raouth of the cave. After roaching the position, 
he succeeded in destroying tho gun and its crtw1. 
thereby porm1tt1ng the immediate continuation of 
the platoon1e advance. Corporal Early's courage, 
initiative and devotion to duty were in keeping 
w1 th the highest traditions of the United State a 
Raval Serviee.n 

SECY 

, PERF 

DEC & MEI) 

R- Holyoke, Mass. 
B- Holyoke, Mass. 

For the President, 

Secretary of the Nnvy. 



05184 
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Cine Pac 
Appd SofN 1-18 - 45 
Serial 12682 
Signed MAY 10 19~5 

The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN VI . EASLEY, USMC . , 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Com­
manding Officer of the Third Bat t ali on , Sixth Marines, 
Second Marine Division, during action against enemy Japa­
nese forces on Tinian, Warianas Islands, 2 August 12Wt· 
When a large number of hostile troops launched a savage 
onslaught against the battalion command post, pinning 
down all personnel with intense machine - gun and small 
arms fire, Lieutenant Colonel Easley unhesitatingly ex­
oosed himself to a withering barrage from Japanese weap­
ons and skillfully directed his units throughout the 
violent counterattack which followed , fighting with 
determined aggressiveness until he was fatally wounded 
by enemy fire. By his inspiring leadership and great 
personal valcr in the face of grave peril, Lieutenant 
Colonel Easley enabled his men to annihilate the hostile 
force , and his selfless conduct throughout was in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval 
service . He gallantly gave his life for his country." 

it--Blairs Va . 
B- -.eittsyiva.nia, Va . 

For the President, 

/S/ JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy . 

SSM, perm. cit. presented to the widow of the l ate Lt. Col . 
Easley, Mrs . John V. Easley , 906 St . Asaph, Alexandria, va. 
Presentation ,made info~m.ally at Marine Barracks , 8th and Eye 
Sts., S. F ., •• ash., :J. i.; ., by C. o. at 11:00 - on 30 June 1945· 



8 995?2 
DGP-298-db FMF Pao 

SPOT 
Seria l 13002 
Signed~~-----~---

The President ot tbe United States takes pl a -
ure in presaz t1I (" the SIL\'ER >ZLR • l, to 

PRIV.1 r1: FlR8T Cl..t:.PS HUlU;RT- 'f'iJ',.1'\0NJ 
un: '":'J) 'STAT~S ~mn:t!1".: CORP RE'lIDlVE, 

for •ervlce as aet fortll in he tollm-11nc 

CITATION i 

'For con pieuous gRilantry and 1ntr-epicll tY 
while oe~~ng ~th Gomnan1 K, ~ird Ba+:ta1ion, 
'l'w'8nt1- 1ttb. ::tu:'in,.s, wrth tf!ir1ne 1v1s1~n, 
ur1n3 action nr;a1nst ~me '! J!.ipanfl c 'f'r..,.c~a on 

s ~1111an, " r1s.mls I lan , 18 J'·Jne ".\ _. Al-
thi:n.\gh 6$r1ouoly wnunrted 11'\ both 1e1s*t nen b~. r. 
company vao pinned o n h},. oonnentr tad ene'ny 

ecbine--gun and :irtille :ry 1'1r~ duri ng nn £\tta.ok 
oga.!net a vital r1 .. ge, >~clvr.t'l1 lri~Bt OlaBe 
a on gallantly r.:mnt1nuea. to p~es11 th ttaok 

.ana,.. ~~ing himself to n ra,.Q~~ ailvnntttgco .ta 
~os1tion ~or ~e11ver1ng retu~n tire, ~teart!ast­
ly rerua d evacuation and :op-: hia 11 apon :tn 
act!on until all other troun~ei bud been ~~raoved 
tron the r'.16r;e. By lit~ OJl='1nR :\ 11t1at1v~, nut-

tru.1i11ng t.ort!. tuae and cool ana aou"atrf!'Ous ~­
t1on on behalt ~r othe?Js 1.tt great ~41ar.. to hi.a 
l1:fli, Pr.!tvat~ li'1!'st t1la.ss Ei-u:en DGMed an :;.n 
1 ... ~sp1'rat1on to his oorn•itdes s:id uphti!ld tho 
h1ghe3t tra~U.tinna o · th Unitad Ute.tea Havnl 
8erv-1oe.• 

R--Rosev111e, Georgia. 
B--Bowden, Georgia. 

For the Pr~si ant. 

SUUJVA 

Seorstary of the Navy. 
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ClTATlu ?: 

If or cou;dcuous llantey iU4 ~Y r 
01 a. ~ a.eldne-CUA £.ectttm ~h1le ~ wltb the ecofj Bat­
tallon, ;ecom arlne-. econd ~.ulm tv;a.i.GIJ, in cuon 
qatut WmJ Japaneae foroes on the Island ot ~ lb 

. riaMs, on 2? }UM~ s:kUltu111 maneuverlllg ltnSelt 
into a atrateoe fon~p08W.on h8i1 hta ~was ~d 
down bJ a ~~tton ot eneiq.y fire durlng a 
~ aava.nceJ Corpot&l uu. taugtt ~· to tree 

companlOna from the me~ 'tatrall• and, attackmg 
u. ••mr PQtBtona wtth ruolme dlM:r.m~.~ntlY 
burled pQltUful b&m peadea Wl\Sl be lt1iCC..aed In C118104g ... 
~ the l'*paneae tl'bOP,15. lndomitabi. ftlhbtr, Co~ 
EUUI, by h1s :lntre,plt1 inlUatlve, susta1Ma qveaatveneas 
and cool c~ ln the taee of terrmc pposltt enabled 
~ platoon to eh tta ebiee.Uve W1tbOut undue lay, tttel' by 
eonttlbutlng materJlt.Uy '«> the UWmatt c~ 6f thle vital 
Japueae ~' and bis un '~Wring dlm>Uctn to &.tty thro 
out a period Of fiel'Ce tiOWutles was in~ With tbe ne 
tra4lUoM Of the mted tnes val emc. .. •• 

i.AME§ _;FORRESTAL 
..,_~., -.., .. ~ f ·- ''i• 



013906-2 
DGP-298-dmr 

Appd SofN 11-16-48 
I 

FMF,f ac 
Serial 48903 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre­
senting the BILVER f:TP. lt MEDAL to 

CAPTAIN CLil~TON B. -.JAE'TMENT, 
UNITED ETATEE MARIN CvH.FS RE~ERVE, 

for service as Sdt forth in the following 

CITATION~ 

"Por conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Com­
manding Officer of Company A , First Battalion, Fourth Ma­
rines. fixth Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese 
forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, on 16 April 1,245. \t"hen 
his company came under intense mortar and machine-gun fire 
during an advance on enemy-held Mount Yaetake, C ,1ptdn 
Eastment went forward to ascertain the direction from which 
the ftce. was coming and to adjust his mortar fire on the hostile 
positions . :· lthough painfully wounded. he refused to be evacu­
ated and continued to direct ~ffective fire against the Japanese 
emplacements until his company could again advance, and then 
personally directed his company in a determined and vigorous 
attacn: which successfully dislodged the enern y from their strong 
position. .After the objective had been sdzo:.;J, he permitted 
himself to be evacuated for treatmE nt. His courageous leader­
ship and Jndomitable fighting spirh refleet the highest credt 
on Captain Eastment and the United States Naval Service." 

F --Glen Cove, New York. 
B--Glen Cove , New York. 

For the President , 

fOHN L SillUVAN 

~ ecretary oi the Na 1} . 



368676 
DGP-298-eln , 

Citlcpac 
App. So ... 1 ... 11 ... 45 
s~rtnl 004 -
Signed 4PR a.. 1945 

Tha ~sident Of he United Btntes takes pr1 e 1n 
presenting the SILVf;R ST.Alt MBDltL posthumoUSly to 

RIVATE FIRST CL SS CLARE CE • EASTER, USMC., 

for tsernec 4lS s t forth 1n the following 

CIT 1I')! it" : . 
"For conspicuous gallantry ona lntr 1d1ty as a Fire 

Group I~ .... ader of a Rifle P;.atoc:•n P-erving With the ~econd 
Battalion, Ninth :M :r!nes. Thh'd l.1artne D1Vls1cn, 1n action 

gginst. enorny Js.patJ.Ose forces at Fonte liill. Guairl, l "'rlnnas 
Islnn.d:3, 25 July VJhen a determined n..,my countef· .. 

ttack pioorgcntzed his platoon and .forced 1t to withdraw ll!­
to defensive position~ iV"'te J."'1r$t c1ass Easter, with t '"' 
members of biz group, courageQusly romained 1n front of 
the lines to eovcii· the Vlithdrawid d "'ravent the J ;.panese 
from roorganUlng for another attack. DespUe 1nte!IBO • 
bltter oppo.sitton, he tenaciously bald his ground .d de-

vered accurate and cff cUve fire on the o.nemy until mor­
tally wound..:d. Private First Class Ea...qter+s plend1d ln.tUative1 
f11domUable figh.Ung cpirit and s~lf .. sacrllicing devotion to 
r1uty under Gxt..l.'emcly perilous ccndLicms greatly cl d bis 
platoon in esva,.b11Shing strong defenze and we ~e in keeping 
With the highest traditions of the United t .s Navru Sorilice. 
He gallantly g:i:v: hls life ftJr hiS cvuntry.!' 

For thjft, !' .. ;t ~ont~ 

JA.tv1"2.S fOHRES'IAL 

secrvtru."y of the i vY. 

R·-Elrrningham, lcb IP • 
B--Armo_ . · ;·"r-J1$sipn1. rm.cit . pres'd .,,/4/4 7 oy 0 nC, 

RS,Farley Bldg.,20th & 3rd Ave.N . 
am, 3,Ala. to the parents of the 
Easter, 1~r .&Mrs. Lucultiis Easter , 1132 Vl . S'thS t., Birrningham,.A la, 

printe ceremony at Phillips High School, Birniingham. 



5110111 
DGP-298-Il:lVJ-RDI\ 

!<'MP 
.SPOT 
Sertal 32465 
Signod) ·EB '171£14& 

!11Lo Pt'OS~do~;t of tno Unttn P.tr.tteo to~ce ple"'llU ,.c 
1n pros~1ving tba Cf!LVER STAR ll::!DAL to 

OORPOrJ:.I, su .. ,CllARD EBERHAR41'1 
""'UI-· 1-f!W!RD""' ~TATES MAF.mE CORP8 RE...~., 

t ?r. se "V .ce ae set forth ln the follot.r ns 
CI'.MTIO 1t 

R--foledo, Iowa., 
B·-1l'oledo, I ova. 

For the Pl"e~ident~ 

JOHN L. :illLLIVAN 
SOo ta~y of tba Nav1. 



966989 
DGP-298-awb 

Cincpac 
Appd SofN 1-10-46 
Serial 52120 
Signed MAR 17 19 

The President of the United States takes pride 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

PRIVATE LEE C. ECK, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

~4For conspicuous gallantry and intrepid· 
Rifleman, serving with a platoon of Company G, 
Battalion, Twenty-ninth Marines, Sixth Marine n· 
during action against enemy Japanese forces at 
Ryukyu Islands, on 16 May 1945. With his plato 
down and suffering heavy casualties under a sha 
barrage laid down by the enemy while maintainin 
defensive position on the reverse slope of a str 
hill , Private Eck unhesitatingly volunteered to 
trench across the topographical crest to the for 
slope where he could observe the Japanese. Fier 
aggressive, h e worked for more than an hour unde 
blistering shellfire, digging in the hard soil 
entrenching tool until he had cut a shallow pass 
to the area. Concerned only for the saf ety of 
comrades , he dauntlessly remained in the expose 
outpost alone, constantly keeping h is platoon i 
as to the enemy movements and protecting it fro 
counter-attacks until he was mortally wounded b 
bursting shell more than two hours later. By hi 
initiative, great personal valor and cool coura 
face of tremendous odds, Private Eck contribute 
saving of many lives and to the success of the 
fought Okinawa Campaign. His heroic conduct th 
reflects the highest credit upon himself and th 
States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his lif 
his country. ~~ 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 
R •• Shamrock Station, Pennsylvania. 
B •• Shamrock Station, Pennsylvania. 



92183'/ 
DGP-29 C-IilV!U F1t1FP~c 

SPOT 
Serial 45500 
Signed __ _ 

TAO pz-a 1t1cmt of the United ctat.os tnkoo pleae• 
uro 1n prrmenting the SILVER STAR IBDAL to 

PRIVA~ I T er. SS l L,,. R • m:11;1mt, c'.TR. ~ 
uu11mD ST1 T s CO"':PS nBS '1VE J. 

for serv1~ as set fovth i tho rollo 1ng 

R- -canton, Ohio 
B--East canton, Ohio 

Fo1.• ~'tt. P~eaident • 

KN L. sm.u~ Ml 
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for een1.Ce t forth in the to o\Vlrig 

CIT Tl.ON: 

:a..... ..ton, 
•"'i,)t. Louis, 

or th 

v .u.tf P c 
dP~'l 
6 r1 l 04"0 
Stgnod I ~f.P ,2 CJ J946 

p "Sur. In p .. 

o col". pondonc r c i v .. 
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FMFPac 
SPOT 
Serial 98302 

1rhe Presid .nt of the United States takee pleasure 1n pre· 
sentlng the SILVER ETAR MEDAL to 

J: RlVATE Flltf:?I' CLASr .FREDERICK EDEN.HARTER. 
UNrrrED STA'rE~· lv1ARIN~ C\)RPS P...E.SERVE, 

!or service as ~et forth Jn the .following 

crrKrION! 

•'For conspicuous ~allantry and intr!i!pldity while serv­
ing as eJ1 1:..ctlng Equad Leader o1 .Cott1pany L. Third Battalion, 
Twanty-ninth :Marin~s, Sil.:th l,/~arine I>!vL~ion. in action against 
ctmemyJapanese f.;;,rc~:so110kina.w~, Ryukyu Islands, 33 t.1ay 1945. 
"J.!hen hi.a comp311;y' $ a.dvanc~ against strongl:;-defended hostile 
positions was halted by heavy !ire emanating !rom well-concealed 
ttnemy t .:>sitions which c!)uld not be located, Pri ve.te Ji'lrst Class 
Edi::.nharter volu.ntuei·ed to r econnoiter the: ground fol"Ward llf h18 
eon1pany's pvsi.ti)n and. des;. ita tht: e!rtretne p&r~onal danger 
involvod, cour&geou.sly movttd :1-J!'Wn.rd alone ov~r Ure.swept 
terrain ior a distance of two hundred yardt:.. After .reachlilg a 
point within a few yards of the hostile defenses. he located the 
concealed maehtne ... gun em1~lacements and, returntpg through 
enemy ftretohis company'"s lines, ~nu.bled hts unit to bring con­
eentratedfireon the Japane~e guns and continue thelr advance. 
PrtvateFli:st Cl~ Edenharter's initiative, bravery and· devo­
tion to duty were ln kee1'..li~ wlth thu tiighest tradltlons of the 
United f-tatos Na.val eervlce. I 

R - -Reading, Pa. 
B--Reading, Pa. 

}"'or the ~.;rf'sicient, 

JOHN L SULUVA~ 
Secretary o:t the Navy .. 



06~56 
~P-298-Navy-RDP. 

F~Pac 
SPOT 
~erial 
Si gned._.,..,., 1._.- __;,~~fi 

The P:rJae~.C:ent of Jle Un to Staten ta.kco pJ.esouNJ 
in pr• sent1.ng the BJ.LV. ~R ~L to 

rt\JOR JORN B . GAR1 JR • ., 
mlt!I'ED 8TA!'ES Jll'HDB CORPS, 

tor ae1-ivi ce a e M t :tortb in the fol!ovlDg 

CI1'A'llION : 

· "F'-Or conop1(;1 .. ous gnll8nt ... ·~ and ntrop e.ity 
as Conou:ndiug 01f 1ce1' of toe Pl" .. /jt B~tt,alt.on, 
F OU teentb t-:3.rinec; I . !mZ'th n<?:zd ne :JJ'l.'Vh~ion~ ;tn. 
~ct1on BfW.1Jl~t ane y 3apanee~ fcrc~~ ur'.n the 
esseult. t nd aa:pturG of Ivo ,;T ; volcr.no .I lenda, 
t rom 19 feb1"'ua~~y t_, 16 °M'll'*c.;h 1£'·" . IGn~..n("• 08-rly 
1n tbo s.tterno,:}n of J.9 ch ... nl·~.; , unde J..nt~nu.,. 
.itr< frJtll ho£tilc rtillerp, ort 1• 1'w. au omatic 
vat:por't, Usjor ... 11 r t cilttly '-''-?te "'l.i.2bE)A lite Ba-t ­
to.lion ir'. i irtnr; po itjon er.d, by hit cool juflr-P ... 
mnnt ~me: a ;g1,oe ... "'va e.ctton~ e~bl;e.r his un1t to 
1: 1lence ny ene vec.p~ns !$:,.~v· on the t' ch · 
and 01-. hia p(1 lt.i.<m t~u >htf5 tho eft .. no ·nan.. n1r:::bt 
of t• e f i:rst dey.. lUs 1->elr->n.tleef: ftel1t1n-: sp11"1t; 
!ntt .t..L\ tJ- a devetlou to d~1ty wore t1'l keepin::i 
v itb tbe bi he~t tr• di ti on!: ef th United 2tnteP 
l nve.l. service. 4" 

B--Mempbis, Tenn.~ 
n--ltempb is, Tenn. 

~ UL v ll 

\ o\ the :Na VJ . 

) 
\ 

\ 1 



/ 

0257 
DGP-298· lfg 

CG,FMF,Pac 
Serial · Spot ... 6892 
Signed :lfi!? tJ'f{! 

r he President of the Unlted States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

' 

BRIGADIER GENERAL MERRITT A. EDSON, 
UNITED s r ATES MARINE CORPS, 

for serv ice as set forth tn the following 

ClI'ATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Assistant 
Dlvlslon Commander of the Second Marine Division during opera­
tions against enemy Japanese forces on the Islands of Saipan and 
Tlntan in the Marianas Group, from 15 June to 1 August i,~i . 
Responsible for the supervision and tra ining of the Second Marine 
Division, Brigadier General Edson brought the regiments of hls 
fighting organization to a high state oi combat r eadiness in prep­
aration for the Marianas Campaign. Landing at Sa1pan 1n the 
early afternoon of 15 June, he moved his men 1n under heavy en­
emy artillery and mortar'fire, established communications wlth 
elements ashore and vigilantly maintained direct contact until 
the establishment of the Division Command Post ashore. Cool 
and courageous, he repeatedly risked hls life to vlslt the front 
line units, rallying his men and provldtng expert tactical advice 
during critlcal stages of the battle as the Second Division forces 
pushed relentlessly against fanatic Japanese resistance to render 
valiant service during the assault and aid in the ultimate capture 
of Saipan on 9 July. Participating in the invasion of Tlnian on 
24 July, Brigadier General Edson again demonstrated outstanding 
qualities of leadership, military acumen and personal valor dur­
ing the aggressive, sustained drive which resulted in the seizure 
of this second fiercely defend~d enemy base in the strategically 
important Marianas Group on 1August1944. Stouthearted and 
indomitable, Brigadier General Edson contributed substantially 
to the success of our offensive operations in the Pacific Theater 
and, his brilliant combat skill, unfailing judgment and iron deter­
mination in the face of tremendous opposition reflect the highest 
credit upon himself and the United States Naval Service.'' 

R-.. washlngton, D. c. 
B··Rut land, Vermont. 

For the President, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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OI~TIOJh 

OincPac 
SPOT 
8er1al 06~Z ~ 
Signed .~~ -----

1tFor oonsp1ouou~ gnllantry and mt.rapidity 
as Commanding Officer of Company L, Third Battal­
ion, Sutb liiarines, Second ~rine D1'.v1s1on_. duril.lg 
action again~t enemy Japan.oee forcee on Betio 
Island, ~a~ew~ Atoll, G1lbovt Isl8nda, on 23 Wo­
vemt>er l9Ji·~ Ooui.,ageously leading hia eompa.tiy 
ne tbe ·J!f.1 ult Unit of the Battalion, Capts1n 
Edvrn1do oonstantly remain&a in tne front lines 
under :tntDnse, per~iutent ~nelUY nv.tcb:tne-gun and 
l'i!l~ f !lite, dl.recttng tha combat oporat1one ol 
bis men af:W,resa1vely alld vtth expe~t taotical 
sk111 end contributing tlat0~talli to the cxpod!­
tious def eut of tbo &ne~ and the captuiae of Eetio 
Island.. qaptain Bava.roe 1. tnsptrine leaderuh!p 
and valiant devotion to duty 11l tne face of grave 
peril we~ in keeping ·Yi th the f.igbest t1~ad1t1ons 
of tbe Ull1ted State a liave.1 flel"V .tee . ,., 

R--San Jose, Calif . , 
B--San Francisco, l al1f ., 

FO .. " the Pi,'GS!dent, 
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29 }!J.1f-;j 
Signed ..,.". 
Appd . ..,..;;J""'o"+'f.,.,.1~ -. --

5-18-43 

The President of the ~nited States takes oleasure 
in presenting the SILVER STJ~R MEDnL posthumousiy to 

CCR PORAL RAY K. ED''/ ARDS • U. S . M.iill Ii~E CORPS. 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION : 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as 
a member o.f the First Marine Di visi·on , in action /!'.·. 
while operating a Naval Rad.,i.o i n t he Island Base 
Command Net , Solomon I slands Ar ea , ori"Septemoer 12 , 
1 942. 'llith courageous disrega.·rd 'for his ,own sa f'C'ty , 
orpor~l Edwards s t eadfastl y remained at his post 

during an i nt ense enemy Japanese aerial bombardment 
in order to receive an important mes sage coming in at 
the time . Hi s fear l ess devot ion to the per formance 
of a vita l t a sk at the cost of his life was an inspi­
ration to the r emaining men of this command and ln 
keeping wi th the highest traditions of the United 
States Naval Serv i ce . He gallantly gave his lif'e for 
his country. " 

For the President, 

That portion of the above 
lAMmFO~~ 
~~,,-

Cita tion underlined in red 
should not be given either 
verball y or in writing Secretary 
to any person without the 
permission of the officer in 
charge of the Decora tions and 
Medal s Divi s ion. 

of the Navy. 

R- Chicago, Ill . 

B- GhiC<.:.fO, ll l o 

' . 
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ComGenJ<-,~P ac Ber. 49?93 81gne'-\-______________ _ 

The Pre&ldent or the On1tod rtnte take plens... 
ure in presenting tlle C.D..Vh:B G'fA.R l:ttDAL to 

Fil!N~ t.:n:uTC1:ru.:r JO""l'!:FB G. EGA.ff, 
UH!?CD ~TNI l3 • tJ\IHT~ CORPO RL 71RVS, 

tor ~crv1ce ao cot forth 1n th~ tollov1ng 

•For conep1cUC)US gallantry and 1ntl"C!l~<l1. ty 
GO Coma nc111)H Oftioer or Company F • Seooni1 Battnl-
1on, Tuenty-rJ.r~t lt.or1nca 1 ~Jl\rd Mar1.ae D!vi ion> 
in otion .ns.nin'f!t .i ...... 1y .Io.on oae ro:voaa on Iul'> J ma, 
'!/olc no J:"'ltn't-; ~ l M~~oh ~ 1.1.vntwlalt'.? <J01J •iua 
~ ·110.1 !llr! 11tli lj'.'\UY Oorx.:Pn!el" "is.!~fd ·:xeouti va Ot.d.0(').t' 
b.::01..1 lt'l o ;11nltitu~, -~:.i1 t .;,,1cutonant .:gun lou l"li1 
un, t !.n th~ ~t ,,:m a~J."Cf.J • ~ot.oyi1rafu AU.--fiol<l r UQber 
-hl' ~. 'tth ul,le IOO:!U"1n,i p1tl! .. cd '-\!)• ' • ';f d.\.W'as't.f:ltl.rlg 
c:la .. 11 firu fl"' t "~ 'ug 1U Af! pilltiuxeo, b') ra de 
r. .t.o:.--cu ~~ r., ~orn.u1o aA." 3 o! the r1~-c;.>,.l'0Dt ar-0n 
Dnu :. .• .J f c ,ir. :xm'· G pl toon or tanlt;r· . ~c.:rsonully 
l ~\n th(: ti>.n:.~ ln e.1:t.u.t1.~"'l to dirao ting the 1n-
:r ~tr~· ru.~po:r-i,;• !1 .. lnunohe l :i d~1.er;...;i11ed attach d 
suocofld.ee .n ( .ni•:thll · tLl& ~.he he-~ tle peal ti.one, 
the:so};;,. O.ol!'bl1ilb hif.I: oorupun.g to cc-ntltlu1: ite advance. 

l 
tJy L1i"> o tt.(''Gt)!t-..U.:e crn;~.t-·ce:0 ~mu d~~ J?nln tlou ;n the \ 
r~ce of 1.l.tei1Be eneµJ fire, i··1l~e:t L1eut£inti.•. t Eg.,. n 
cont;.r•ibutcd Sll!lt!i.c'"10lly to th~ succeso or the opera­
tion. lac lenderchip throl\ghout woo !n keep1ne w1 th 
tne h1f,hest 'tr.'.ld1t1onn or ' .l'1e United 0 tv.tee rnvn.l 
Service . " 

R-Q.uecns '11llags, n. Y. 
B-Nr;~~ York City 1 N. Y. 

ror the Preri1.d ent, 

.I 

Aeorotary ct the navy. 
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~e Prot!t<lo't> t of ha 
ur~ n prcsent\ng h0 !L 

R-t.a Croos, 11iao. 
D-Ln Crose, uuo. 

ComGenJI'HFPo.o Ser. 43550 
Signed~-------------~--

1.tea "'t t r; tn': . pl o"'~ 
.n''"' to 
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c1:oopac 
SPOf 
Serial 4020 I -> l!i41 

Sisned-~-----~-----~-. 

the l'naidont at tll• Ubitod Statoa take• plea&ure in 
~sent1t8 tbO ~~VER STAR lGAL to 

mar~ liiDWARI> l. JUIAJIJ>, 
,UII'l'l.J) STATAS .taBIHi COBfS RlllBB'f:E1 

tor evvtae aa eet torth 111 the followiDg 

CttATIOtl: 

~or oonap1cuoU5 pllantq u4 tntrep1d1 t3 ae Oom­
J1Un1Cat1ons Off1cGr ot th• &ecold 3attal.1on, Twent1·tif'tll 
Narinea_, lPotirth Mril' lne J>1•1•1on, 1n action eg..Unat tineDl,1 
Jap!Ul~ae fGrces on S&ipatl, Martanu I111.anda, 15 June l "­
Althoush palat'u~ wi.iild•4 ahortl7 af1icr landine1 J!ir•t · 
Lteutcnant EilaDd r f'wteil ovaouat.:lon am, in the ;face of 
1nten=e uneacy i'i.l'o, oarri64 a hM'fJ' rad!.o aet. over ;oo 
TUdo to th~ bat-tal.iein oOUlllllld poet. Upon arr1 Ting at 
the post, he began ooordiaa~ion of tho lllBan& of eitplal. co• 
aun1eo.t1on v1th.1n tae l)attalion am, won • ra41o operator 
vu wouna&d, ope.rat•4 th• "t hi ... lt ut1t1 l a relief could 
w . obta..1~d. Kia ool.ll"e4• aDll d.no~ion to tut7 retleot the 
ilah••t ol"Mtt upon rs.nt I.1•uWnant lllabl am the Vttitod 
lia\ea kf&l lel'Tio•." 

B-Loge.n,, W.V4. 
B-U>ge.n, W. Va. 

1or the Pre&~dent, 

j' • ' 

\ 
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Ce.rrt>iv f 
SPO'l' 
Serial 029 
Signed ___ ...... __..._ 

'!'he J'l'.ea!oe~t of' the tluitfJ~ States takes 
1n pr·esent:lr...g the SILVER STAR MEDAL tG 

PRIVATE &.t"'IRST GL.A.55 WILLIAM P. EISEIB., 
UNITED STATBS MARIIE CORPS P.BSERY:E, 

to11 -aarv1c1e an Get f'orth 1n the !'(') llovillg 

CITATION: 

DEC 9 19H 

plce.sui-e . 

ttF01· ccnsp1cuous ~U.ant.ty tmd :tnt:re:pi.dit:· t?.~i 
Fi:;:.t3t Loaue!• o:f' a:u .t\n.t1~ ii->ore;ft Gun. YiJ.1lc 301"-vitl_g 
v1~~h tho n1~_ ... "le Df.lt&<!h:ne!lt, u.s .s. Cli.B~ -> in e.ation 
aga:L-i!3t eneni;; Je.psm~~ac1 t"orc$s i;ho v:!cinit~ of 
tho .Pllilippino le:!.e.ncs, on 25 i!o'Vember 9~4.. .Al­
thm.1811 :VO"t::nded dur illg tl .hes.v;· nttanlt: b:; 7'.';p zile e.11"• 
cl'af t., l>r*iva.t..: Fi:r .. •t Olar:· E:i.solo va 1"ntl-y l'emaiueO 
c.~ hie ~ t;e.tio::i and con· iriueu to a".lppl1 '21.ei Gl.lll "7!.th 
smmUM. ... ~ion, la!lviug ht~ eta· i.011 tu.\lJ 1fheu rdo:red 
to de so b~ un oftionr. His in.itia.r,j;ve .:;ITT.cl courc.ge 
~m~o in keeping v1th the bi841ee trad'1.t1:.:>nu ':Jf rth(it 
7Jn1ted iltu. ·;e:3 Naval iCoi'l ::Lee. tt 

R••Scranton, Pe., 
B--scranton, Pa. 

·; 
• 
l 
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Appd So:fN 11-15-45 
Serial 36929 

signedoer 14 1Si16 

The President of the United States takes pride 1n pre­
senting the SILVER STAR WiEDAL posthumously to 

CORPORAL OLE B. EESTROM, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the :f olloWing 

CITATION: 

HFor consplcu.ous gallantry .and intrepidity as a Tank 
Crewman, serving with Company A, Sixth Tank Battalion, 
Sixth Marine l:'ivlsion, ln action against enemy Japanese forces 
on UkinJtwa, Hyukyu Islands, 1~ l:Iay 1~!_5. Vlith his tank im­
mobilized and the tRI!k com:m.ande!' wounded during a fierce 
engagement wi.th the Japanese, Corporal Ekstrom unhesitat­
ingly exposed ltl.m.Self to the furious enemy machine-gun and 
rifle fire to carry the injured officer to another tank. Cou­
rageously disregarding the inCessant barrage of hostile fire 
which surrounded the hetwy vohicle a.a it moved forward to a 
defiladed position, he held the wounded man on the tank until 
he himself was struck dov.·n, .m.ortally wounded by an enerri.Y 
machine-gun bullet. His dauntless initiative and fortitude in the 
face of grave danger and his self-sacrificing efforts on behalf 
of his fallen commander reflect the highest credit upon Cor­
poral Ekstrom and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly 
gave his lite 1n the service of his country.'; 

R- - Lake F ~rest, Illinois. 
B--Stockholm, Sweden. 

For the President, 

1J\_MES FORRESTAL 
Secretary oi the Navy. 

SSMw/perm.cit.&CMC ltr. was uresented to the parents of the late 
Corp. Ekstrom , Mr. &Mrs. Philip Ekstrom on 27Dec46 , by the CO , 
MB , USNTC, Great Lakes, Ill. 
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PmtPacSpotSer 0298-c. 
Signed~~--~~~~-

The P~s!dent of the Unite~ 8tato= ~~~~ plee-
8ure in presenting a SILVER STAR MBI>AL to 

Pf\IVA'lE FIR. '11 er.ASS CHESTER \rl. ELAM, 
UNITED STA'~ES 1'1/iliDE CORP2, 

for eervico e$ ee~ ~orth 1n the folloWing 

ClTATIONt 

ttFor oonapiououe gallantry and intrepid1tJ 
?hile serving v~th the 1'hird Battalion. Tventy­
aecond Mar1nee (Reinforced)• First Provisional 
Me~tne Brigade, 1l"n1.~ Amphibious C ocys, du1~1.r.g 
e.c ti on a ga:tn9 t all&Ui,l Japan a f o ·co;;: on · a. m, 
·artanas Islands, 28 JulJ;J9~.:);1. . l th h1o ple­
t.i0on nubjected to rifle a·~c111.n.o-gun :!'!ro .. 
rivate F'irs " Claus El m p ~QOd hiLWOlf in on 

d&poged poe1tlon in frvnt or an cnez;cy augo t o!ld , 
OtJe..Dlug J.:i •a 'W.i. h hta a.utom11tie ~i.i'lo , eut1~a1-
izod tl1a maca1no gun in t.l\c dug ut. So'VOI'Oly 
woundocl in tha lug and rdoro ~o o·*i'ety by h i s 
Platoon Le .. ae11, ha beld J.l!.t. oai ti on ond rofuoo'1 
to 1 thdraw u.n 11 11 otho. IC'w"ldoC. h!id boon 
o'\lao ted uruic 41. .. covar ing firo . liio i ni tiu­
tive nd a.evotion tc (lut;; "o!loct the· h1(!hout 
or-ediv u~ou Pr1va·o Firut Class ~lum nd th~ 
1nited Statas .avnl Se?"V1ce." 

R- San Be~nar~lno, Calif. 
B- Chelsea, Oklahoma 

4/30/1921 

Fo~ tho Pron1dont, 

1~~ '~ • • li ' 
Seoreto.rr or the Navy. 
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SPOT 
Serial 61534 
Signed it tf 194b 

~h President ot tbe United State• tekea pleeaure 
in pre3ent1og th• ~ILVER STAR MEDAL to 

SECOND L!EUTEN~I! THOMAS G. ELDREDGE, 
urn TED STATES MARINE CORPS I\ESERVE' 

tor ger:v1ce ne eet torth in the rolloving 

OI'l'ATION: 

"For oonep1_cuous gollent1'y and intrepidity 
as Execu1;1•e Officer of Company A, Pirat Butts11on, 
P1fth M..~r1nea, Pirat Narine D1v1a1on, in Action 
ngein1t enemJ Japsneae forces on Okinawa, RJulcyu 
Islsnds, on 7 M:aJ l 'f2· ~ben the auccesa ot an 
attsck bJ hie 00111Pan1 on a at~onglJ defended ridge 
Vfts endanaered ltJ beav1 oaaualt1ea, &eoood Lieu­
tenant Eldr•dS• •olunteered to reorgani•• hi• com­
pan.1 •nd, u1r1Dg hi• va1 torvard through h••YJ 
tlank1na maoh1ne-gun ~ire~ eat•-11ahed oontaot 
between the depleted unit• and led a auooeaeful 
aaanult OD povertul ene111 position• 4eap1te intent• 
enemy crosatire. Bia leader9h1p, cour•1• and de­
votion to dutJ were in keeping with tbe bigbeat 
tred1tton• or the United Statea Raval 8erv1oe.tt 

R--•oreno1 , Kich., 
B--Jlorenc1, Jlich. 

Por the Prea14ent. 

Seox·eta17 ot the Bavy. 
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Th eaident Of th United State ta ~ ride In pre ... 
senttng th SILVER ST Al ~AL posthumouelY to 

FJ.RSTSE 1.GEANT fVILUM • ELORIDGE1 
UNITED ST TES MARI.NE CO , 

tor aervlce rt t forth 1n the followtng 

CITATION: 

"For conspteuous plle.ntry and 1ntr$t'1dtty whllo !:tarv ... 
1ng with Company C, First Battalion. :Hlnth 'AarSnes, Thlrd. 

rw Division, d~ln.i action against enen.v jap.~ese forces 
on Iwo JUn. ; Volcano blla.ncls, 2 March HM ... . ~'1th his eorn­
p!UlJ pinne<l down by heavr rJ.fle, maclUfii ... gun and mortar b2.r· 
ra.pa, Flrst erg•ant. Eldridge proceeded w:r0&1 0\1')n te:rrnm 
Qllder lut.enae hG8\lle fire to a mor f-a.vo~ ble operattng pos1-
tiou Md, epraytng an enewy empla.Cement wtth bulll1ts and hand 
grenades, •uccekWd t.n destroymc . Japanaae mac.htne min and 
tn k1llln its crew. ~hen fierce hand-to-hmd conlbai e~used 
eb.orta~ Of th ~ compnny' a grenade su.ppl)r, .Ftrst SeTgeant 

Eldridgo 1.ipin exposed h.1.mselt to ho•We ftr01n order t<' desig­
nate frle':ldly ti')O to an ammunition ~ty r .nd as morta:ll,-

und d.be!ore h$ cOuld repln b1' former poeitlon. Hts d.arf,ng 
io.ltiat1ve. 11,do&"llt.able 11ghttng ptrit arid h~rotc devotion to outy 
in Ula :!Ace of grave ~.nger were 1.mpartant 1actora in the 8\lC ... 
eeaa o1 his cornpany'a mtaalon 1.11d rtfiect the hlgbest credit 
µpon Fir Se1•geant. Eldrldp and Uie Unltod tates Ma.val Service. 
BAt gallantly p'tte bJa life for his country." 

For the eatdent, 
br1pJ:rc:ui /l.'J'a trn.uyeµe, ~·JJ:..orrb:p roc;JJ D..,&e; ~ · 
HHa l CJ.m·.!!~~lJOO!is \ Ji9UV ) LT tJJ 0'DDLO)},Al\.1£i$. JZQ!UlE6i~ anr .i;gp:re 
fi8T·Q DHH"8) M'tT8JJATJJ6 ) u:_;:;..: • hL6~0JJf.i:i.,..:-''. ' -- S'.C arr.o- nra,cJ.ror. 
ra~ a~ · EJqi.rq€e ) DL. 'l. c· EJt:i"L:rgti:e ) ou \ eo o l o .c1:re oruo l 
R9ii.i'-\DS:wrc:r~ · ~CJ C Jf.:\.• J!\98 b:r,eEGJJJ:El.! Q~ .+-, '?/ t ; "'~ t:i.Yf• tJ.:S JS'fS 

--Cb&ttauooga, T 
S...·Chatt.tmoo Tenn,em~. 
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Serial 00192 
Signed .APR 2 1943 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JACK H. ELLENBERGER, JR., 
U. S. MARINE CORPS, 

f ·or service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

~JFor conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity during 
action against enemy Japanese forces on Guadalcanal, 
Solomon Islands, on November 3, 1942. While serving 
with Company B of the First Battalion, Seventh Marines, 
First Marine Division, Pri vate First Class Ellenberger 
learned tbat his company commander had received orders 
to locate a possible crossing where the Malimbiu River 
could be forded. Well aware of the fact that hostile 
snipers were operating in the vicinity of the opposite 
bank, he voluntarily and on his own initiative, swam 
out to ascertain that a crossing at that point was not 
practicable. His courageous conduct in the face of 
imminent contact · with the enemy was in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.'' 

For the President, 

FRANK KNOX 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Charleroi, Pa. 
B •• North Charleroi, Pa. 

That portion of the above citation underlined in red shoul d 
not be given eith er verbally or in writing to any person 
without the permission of the officer in charge of the 
Decorations and Medals Division. 
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~e President ot the United Gtatea takes plo s­
ure in nreeent1ng the SILVER STAl\ MEDAL to 

PP.JV A't~ ALBEti 0. ELLIOTT• 
UNl'l'ED STATES MARINE conPa, 

for aerv1oe as ect to~th in the follow1ug 

OITATIOH: 

11 1ror oonop1euou.g gnlln.ntr1 ~nd 1ntrep1tU.ty 
-while serving "'1th. Oompe.ny A' P1rp;t SEttelion, 
\itth Me.rinf'a, F'iret Hnr1ntl Jivis1cn, An e.otj,on 

ege1net enemy ,1r.penP.ee for.o-es on .Pel e-l1u, P~lr.:u 
l lende1 lo a~ptember lU 4. During nn AttDck 
acroes tourte~n hundre 1e~(Q ot Op$!1 ~1~t1ela 
oont1nuously ouhjeot~d tQ »n 1nten~~ b.o~t11P. &rtw 
1llery. roort. r an~ maeh1n~~et{n b~~rne;&i Pr!Yate 
mll5ott i:1ra.vtil:Y r~Rined fo?Jw"'re or hia J'lntocn 
end, le~.d!ng the ~..:ay fnr hie Oot!\i'a~e~ to follow, 
sucaeeded ~n ~.ooeAinE the open esea. D!eonver.1ng 
en enem~ p1llh~~ deliver1r..g 1nten~e ttrt? on b1~ 
plRtoon 6 1 i:>f't fla-nk, he rucl!"d tot'Wcr<! dl.~ectly 
~nt-~ the peth of the fl?l'let'l.f ti.r\!J ~n.d, thJ•owing 
thr · e heud grenades into thf'! f'ort1f1cati'!tn, 11le\l 
thirteen of the J&panese det'tu\dere and knoc:ked out 
s me.ch1ns-gur,. thereby contr1bu.t!ng m•tt:rlallf to 
tho ·eucoessful eecompll nhment ~r h1s battalion• s 
mission.. His cutetr:!.lld1ne- coUJ"~ge and devot1on to 
duty wer~ in lte~ping with the h1ghets+: trad1t1ona 
of the United Stnt~n ~~vnl ~erViee.n 

R-Dorohester, Mnss. 
B-Dorohester, Mass. 

For the Prosident, 
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SPOT 
Ger1n.l 43560 
Sign eel __ _ 

The Prea1dent of the United States tat.et 
pleaeure in preeent1ng \he SILVER STAR MEDAL \o 

CORPORAL L80NARD R. ELLIS, 
UNITED SZA~ES MARINE CORPS R 'SERVE, 

tor aerY1ce s eet forth 1n th$ follov1ng 

OlTNr!ON ; 

*'For conspicuous gallantry end 1ntrttp1d1t7 
wb1le serving aB a Squad Leader ot Oompe.ny E, 
Second Battalion, Twenty-third Marines, F'ourth 
Marine D1v1s1on, ln action agelnst enemy Japa­
n•ee fo~oes on Iwo J1ma. Volcano I•lande. 8 
Hsrob. 194:5. "fhen the other serabers ot n1s 
equad "!;eoame C'-1sual tlee d\lrlng o. heav1 eneey 
counterattack, Oorpor&l Ell1a pereonal.11 de­
fended the entire squad aeotor tor the duration 
ot the night. Dw•pite beaYy mortar. and maoh1ne­
gun f1re and hand grenades thrown at hie poe1-
t1on, he remained 1n this isolated a1tuat1on 
and ooTered the area with r1ne t1re and hand 

· grenades, thereb1 greatly a1d1ng his platoon 1n 
re~ule1ng the oounterattaok. H1a cool courage, 
1ndom1tQble f1ght1ng ap1r1t and un~aver1ng 4•­
vot1on to d~tf vere in· keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Nev l SerTlO$.• 

P--Clnrkoburg, .Va. 
B-·Shennston, W. V • 

For the Pree1dent, 

. JOHN L SULLIVAI 

Seoretory ot the Navy. 



JAN 29 1945 

c 
for semce t l.Qrth m 

CIT :tON: 

"F r c lP.leuott.s gallantry and tnt.replcilty 1n ncU. 
1llle servJr. wltb the First P~ Chute B ~'ll~ r~~t 
~ Pnraehu.te ~t. ln4 l'anne • ~nlphiblous o:rps, 
dutlng OJ)erat.iofiS againSt enemy ja_pa.nese tor~ on Bo~· 
vtlle, Solomon !Blands, }anua;cy 1, ~ V. hen ids $Quad was 
subjected. to witbel'illg MJ:cy' auto:matlc flte d\Uinl a ~orous 
saault ~ boat.ne ~ e31.it of the Torokhla. ~tver, Cor .. 

;pol'al Ewa llbb.esitatlngly crawled, with another nne, to 
wlthln a few 1-fU"tbJ of a p~ Jap~ poaltlotl and, "Wh 
then ca no further proteetipn. fearleasl1' l"U8hed the em-­
~ wltb pistols and g;r.ew. des. kllllng the ~oanl.$ 
before he himself wna w~ o:rtll ""llls' dar.lng 

-., miUattve and p.llan1 cOlld\M:t in ~ face of peril were 
m keeping wllb the hlgUest traditions ef the United t.es 

nl s.erv:tce.'' . 

JAMF.S FORRESTAL 
r ua? iavy. 
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JO:~~·: L. SULLIVAM 
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01~0q::5 
GENERAL ORD~l .f ) . . 
i~O • ..••••••• ~-i:·) 

HF.ADQULRTERS USAPISPP. 
APO #5'J2 

~ * * * * * * * ~ * 
II. Ai:AFD OF ?EE 5IL'lEF STAR : 

By d'rection of the President, un{er the provis~ons of 
Army Regulrtions 600- 45 , August 8 , 120~, a Silver St~r is 
l"Wv rc.ed by the Cor.i.ni:.ndlng Gener·al, United States Ar·my Forces 
in the South Pacific Area , to each of the followin~ n~med 
officers and enlisted men : 

ROY H. ELROD,Second L::..euten::..nt, .Unite' St9tes Mc.rine 
Corps Reserve , for gC1llentry in <:.ction on J pnuary 15 e.nd 
16, 191.3, on GuC1dalca.n~l. Serving wi t;h ~ Regimental \:eapons 
Compenyv-attr <'hed to a. Ec-.rina Battalion 1 he comm?.nded a has ti­
ly formed p l t:1.toon of th1rty-t·rn men . ·,.1hile att:- ched to one 
company on J~nupry 15, he led his platoon a~alnst he~vy ( 
macbing gun flr-e, destroying enplncements '{n~ mEny enemy. 
Later on Janunry 16, 1:hile pt tr chee to ['nether "'"'0any , he 
le& his platoon R[~inst hervy ffi 0 "hlne [Un fire, i"to a 
r~wine to des-:;r0y t1 o enemy n:chine C"v.ns end o ... r .. e:..· empl?ce­
mer.ts. Home adcress : R. F. D. #1, M:.~le Shoe, Texas . 

By comm?ml of Lieuten~.nt Genercl HASM011 

• j . B.AB-'ETT 1 

OFFICIJL : . 
B i \.. . .~ s ,., r l · ;?"!€~c ..J... , \J . ) . v .' 

Chief o:'"' 5+,,ff . 

s/ T:illiFm A. Lord , Jr. 

t/ ;nLLIA~·. A. LORD, JR. , 
Lt . Col., Inf., , 
ActG . RSS~ . AJj. ~~n. 
Dist~i".:Jution 11 A11 ~ o So Puc, 3 CoJn. 

~ ea o. & EM 
Cen Fst Mrne . .:'1-mpbs Cor 

R-' .Mule:=-hoe , Texae 

B- !1~uleshoe, Texaf' 

( 



321660 
OOP-298-rf 

Spot Award. 
Ser1al ?24 
S1gnefAl!G 11 1~3 

The J>resldent of the United Stntee takee nleaaure in 
~resenting the SILVER SfAtt MEDAL to 

SE.T.\GEAJ'f WALTE:t\ R . ELY t JR. , tJ • 8. V..AR I.NC CORPS RESERVE, 

for servtce na set forth 1n the follo~1ne 

t</ 
~ror conep1cuoua gallantry Rntl 1ntren1d1ty !n 

action vhUe aerv1n~ v1tb Mar.\ne Ftsnting Squadron 
T~v ! £ln'Y-f0Urt during the bo~bardment of Henderaon 
rield , Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, by enemy Jap­
an~ee Aurfsce and a1r foreee on the night of October 
13-14 1 1942. Uhen a heavy enetiy ehell atruck danger­
ously c e to a bomb ohelter , burying five mar1nee 
ilntler a r1e.r.e of a~rth and debri!?, &ergeant Ely, hear­
ing cries for help . voluntartly exposed himself to 
the lntenee fire of hostile eh.ells ancl bon;ba and, 
w1th several oth~r ~en. set to ~ork reocu1ne the1r 
l:npr1 soned comredee. Due to the qu1ck. thinking and 
heroic efforts ot Sergeant Ely ancl his compan1one, 
t wo of the buried men were sav-ed, aml tht; bodies of 
the other t~ee ~ar1nes were recovered. H1s un­
ewerv1cg devoti?n to duty was 1n keeping with the 
r.Ughe st traditlone of the Un1 ted States Naval Ser.v1ee . 111 

R - Abilene, Texas. 

B - Baird, Texas. 6-24-1913. 

For the Preeldent, 

~Kiu:..o·~i 

~ecri:;tat"y of t:te Navy. 
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36 ,,94 
DGP-200 .. sjs 

sentlng the 

. . 

.fo~ service as t fort.1 in tha follow1t 

0 Por C{lWiplcuous gallantry n! m .. reptdtty ~ il serv­
ing with' eapons Company, went~-seventh Ma.rmea, i'\lith 

r:a.rtne 1v1sion. 1n nctlon against enemy ]a.pansse forces 
Iwo Jiilia, Vol"C&no Ishlnt:s. arcli Courageous ~ 

dSSive 1n the :lace of ter.rlfie ftte from Japanese guns, Private 
Fi?st Class E"!.llMuel reoo~reo valiant service ~ ur1ng opera­
tions on thi:J $trategtcally hnpo!"Wlt island, repute ly volun­
tff rbli for front ltns duty at n.ight and for work aa a Utter 
'beal"et dl.ltin6 tl'l..e ayt tn aduitton to bi& regular clt1t1e& as a 
r:iaeh.tM gunner • . en o .i: .. ch, VJ ,en a wlt.hering buret cf iostUe 
machine-gun and niorlar fir~ sever ly wounded bis fellow litter 
bearer w lle atternptil'lg to r~move a casualty, ivate Firs 
Class ;nianuel fear~aly r lS 4ea forwa.rd esplte the e my' s 
savage barrage and aueceSSfully evacWJ.ted both ot th" woun d 
men to snfttty. L(\U!r the same day. vJhUe ll:tielpatlng in 
bitter engagement with _ t.tcal Japanese, he was mortally 
wounded by hosti le fin. By bis ring .inittaUv • blaomitable 
ftght.tng splrlt and eat personal valor m voluntarUy risking 

ts life for others. -n-ivat 1rst. Class ..:manuel saved the lr,, 
cf twQ of his c nu-ad s wt10 otherw\11)6 m1gbt bave rwned. 
Ins tns_ptrlng conduct wss in keeping wttu the h.igbest traditi ~ · 
Of th Unit.etl state l\, v41. Service. He ga.l.l@tly gav W 
for ,hls eount.J:--1." 

or P:realdent, 

. -Es FORRESTAL . 

S cret:a.!'y of the t vy. 
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,J 

F.MF·ac 
SPO'l' 
Ssr-1a1 4715 
Signed MAR 1 ~9Alf. 

The Pr~oide:rrt 0£ he United l,jt!lt!!l'! takes ple sure 
1n p:pesantme .;ho 'W!Lvlm ~ ~h - I1 1 - L tc 

tori :iG.•vice- o.s !:et _ o~th ln tbt.'> f o'llovtng 

CI . TIO:It 

R--Bronx, IT .. Y .. , 
B--Bev York City, N. Y • 
• 

\ 
\ 

\ 



CinC::Pno 
Approved f otu 4 .. 19.4~ 
ner1ol 09~1 !UL 3 \944 
51 cd 1 

TM P.t"esldont of the United Statea ta.Kea prldo in 
•a nt1n' tho S!LVl::fl STAR l!EDAL pontbur~uoly to 

CORPORAL JOIDl • 
r aorv1co tls oot .forth :1n t hC\ follo 1ng 

Cl 'l'ATIOJI ; / ' f C t,..> 0 . · 
n o' conep1cuott r fllle.ntry me. intrepid1 ty while oox-vin ~ 

with tl10 'rWcHt.1';$.- --At~1w:a,. 'J:hird Marine D1v1u1.on, 1n 
o.c. t.ion a 1\1n9t onomy Ja'9-an•nJo r are.on in tho Cripe fJ.' ;Jrol!ina 
Aron. 3ou ·n1nv1llo, Solomon Isl6nda, on oenber 21, i94~. 
Doupitc painful wounds r&cei vod whon his l ' ooonnn1D$1ln 
,µntrol or1oountored a numeriaally auporior Japan<uio .force 1 
Co1~portU · l gol oour-sooualy moved torw~"d to eovur the i·o­
maluder or. h1a patrol. Unhes1tatin ~y atto.oklu an enemy 
maoh1na .c;un, ho mot'lOntarily allenood it with n. hund c.l'OnAdo, 
tb.o1•eby aontr1.but1ns to the ovasi.ve action of tllo patrol smd 
enabling his oom.radoa tc oont1nuei <.m their mission boforo ha 
hinselr wa.e mortally wounded. Corporal n ol' aplondld 
ini t1et1ve o..-id vAliant devotion to duty in t.210 taco of o.ve 
po1"11 waro 1n keopin0 \V1th the hieJ10att:tad1t1onG or the 
Unitod States lia.vdl. Serv1ae.. He nl'lo.ntly 15avo hin 111"& f m.· 
hi. cou.n try. '1 

n ••• Jorsey City• n~ J . 

.G ••• ti 

For tho Preoident, 

/s/ JAME3 FOlRESTAL 

SGorotu...---y of tho Navy. 
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R .. lrullanapolls, Ina. 
B - ltt..dianapoUs, Ind. 

DAN A. KIMBALL 

SPOT 
F 

s 12862 
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App.SofN 8-5-47 
Bd. Ser. 3475 

~e P~eaident of the Un1ted States takes pleasure 
in presentins the SILVER STAR l~EDAL to 

Q,t1AR1rERl1ASiER SERGEANT DALE O. ENGLE. 
UlllTET.l ST.A.TES MARI vE OOFiPS, 

for service as aet fort.h in the folloring 

'JI'l'ATIO l! 

'For aonsp1cuQue gallantry and intrepidity 
1hile s~rving u1th the neoond Paraohute Battal1on, 
rirr.t Marine Par ollute Regiment, First Merine Am­
phi bioua Corps, 1.n aotion ngE:inst enemy "Tapo.neae 
forces ..... lf elle. I avella, Solomon Islands, 1 October 
1943. ediately following two d1reot bomb hits 
a a tw trafing attacks on an LST , Qu~.rtermaeter 
,,ergeant Engle unhea1tat1ngl~r went into the burning 
v s el and, despite the imminent danger of explo-

ion an~ further p.ttack, carried severcl ounded 
mun ashore to safety. By his qourn.ge and devot1on 
to duty, he contributed directty to saving the liVf:a 
of these men and upheld the hligbeat tradi t1.ons of 
the United States Naval Serviae. w 

R--Erie, Pa., 
B--Salisbury, Pa. 

For the President, 

Jildt. &-. SUWVAIJ 
Secretary of the Nav1. 



:rw Spot Ser ~94 

Signed----------~----~--------·· 

The Prest cleat· at the United Statee takes pleasure 1n 
preeeQtiQB the SILVD eT.AR MlmAL to 

PLM'OOlf mmcaAIT PA'OL A. ~, 
UIIT!t> STAT!S *111- CCEPS, 

t.ar sen1ce ae eet forth in the f'olloWing 

crrATIOli 

'Tor oonap1CQOU• pll.ant.17 ana. i.ntl'9p141"Qr wile aernns 
aa a Tank C~• or CClllP&JV' B, Ttd.rt ,,.._ aattalton• ThiJ'd 
Mal'tn. D1"11191mt, :tn ~ion ecainat 9D8llV' Japaneee :f"~cea on 
Ivo 11•, Toloano Ielan48' OD l MN'ctl'l 1911.5.. WMll hi• tank 
nc."'1•e4 aa.stns Jstw en4 one •• .;;i;;;F vu 1IOUD4e4 b;:r r1re 
trca v•ll•ooncee.le4 e!MIV poait1ca. cturtng an adva.nce on e. hoe· 
tile f~ point, Platoon S.rgeqt £ngle ~ged the en«m\Y' in 
a tire tight an4 kept hte tank in action ti# a per1o4 ct t1vo 
hours to aeetroy tour eiwnv talllm, several p1llboxea aJl'd numoroua 
f'ol'titted -poatttona, r~ttring on]$ atter e.tl hie Mtmnjtion had 
been expended. lUa heroic act1oue aDd OOl.l.l'8geoue. devotion to 
d~t1 ver0 1n kee_pi.ng with the higbcot traditions at tho UllttCld 
State. lanl S~1C$. tt 

B-Levisb1Jl'g1 Pa. 
B-Gowen C 1 ty, Pa. 

JOHN L SULLIVAN 



335753 
DGP-2~8-RTT 

ComGenFMFPac Ser 13002 
Signed 

~~~~~~~~-

The President of the Uhited Stntos takes pride 
in presenting the $iLVER STAR iEDAL to 

ll:LJ\TOOn 6:>~GEAl'iT y;J•!lJUITH J . m:aLEET , 
UNITED S~NEES lMRIIiE CORPS~ 

tor s orvioe as !l~t t"'orth in tho t ollowl nc 

I CMC 

"For con3picuoue gall ntr y and intrepidity 
whllo aervin :: with Company I\• Tllll"d Battalion, 
Tuenlij·- .r:rt i lf!m•inos , rou!'~h r l'ir.{; :D.~viaion, 
C:h~rti~g ctlou .£; iDst one iy .. Tap ne'!'.la forces en 
J:>aip~n ,. ?'ru•ir..n<.1~ .;i:!\l m1<.'l.c , on 1 6 ju:!c l.9~11.. Un .. 
hos:L 1.10.t:u.zly volun .eo1•i it,; to l{ted r~ • '1 • ln 
n att~ak a n:-nst ·· .. cavil., fO.t. .. t,.l.ficC: hos ... i.le 

OL'i,.'1. !h.uf.1~1. 'et rd'i ...... "l-.J ~he '<.lva . .r1rL.; ef l i OO:_jl­
i;ar.;J, .. l toon ~i~P ~aunt ...... ,c,le.r·t !'1.wr•leeoly vress d 
l""'tu wa.r>d ,Jfider- t, ~~ i-"1 ten Sil h·~l"?'e ·o ;1n ~ ae t; !'r.1-n~d 
effort to 'l:~a oilt; the z·ewiBtl:'.'tWIJ, deriouuly 1 . 

v·ound.. J \11--.. n 1.1.s plat )On ti as .. }i.: .. ed .46v1n before 
ir-c.achl>tc, tho s ron9; :pol.:nt , :le ..,•r,ased t-he e.t eek 
ol no, ... :1 1<;.i.e'Jy eu.<-blll13 '..l1S 'J.en t~ man..:uver t.o u. 
t' ·~ ·~ r 1VO. ble l'h~·_lkil1J poai Li 1 • ..n .. 1) :;mce.r11cc: only 
for tho s i"et3 of his wi:·n ,, h•w etc•adf'a.et.ly refut?~d 
c. cuQ.t.i..o:n .follov:in the ~l t .er on,,..agel' e!1t , 2 t- · 
1;;.a -!.nil1g in the r.n.•aa unt ;.1 oth~r wourided. had be:;o;n 
ea ·e £01• cnJ svacuated bo.foro cubr.Llttln. tc i11ed­
ico.l Li•e!i.tm.:mt . ......f his ~a?•iug ~:ni:i11ti.vt.J , Tj~r ... 
O-!lte~t ·..l e.;,• !'(H:is~venen!'.l <r.1d .>utat~nd1.n !'01"tituda 
ir~ t h e f!lce of: trcrn.e:id1..1us o Uds 1 ? l a.t oon Se1•gor..nts 
E:nt;lar t contr-lbuted e.aoentially 1;o t;he si.w-:?esa of 
t he enga§emont . and his s&lflons devotion to dut1 
thr:>u.g.'-iout ·sa io> in ~;.e'3ping ~7! th t h o !:ii o-heat t!'ndi ­
t ... cnc of th3 Uni tc1d States Nav ~1 5e11v.lce. 11 

For tl1e !'residont, 

R- Lincoln, Calif . 
B- Rich rlill, -~o . 

Socret1:1ry 01.' the Navy. 
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Cincpac 
App. SofN 1-18-45 
Serial 004436 
Signed OCT 5 1945 

The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ELMUTH D. ENGLISH, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the fellowing 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gal lantry and intrepidity while 
serving with the Fourteenth Marines, Fourth Marine 
Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on 
Saipan, Marianas Islands, 16 June 1944 Reporting the 
presence of a Japanese sol dier upon whom he was unable 
to bring effective fire to bear, Private First Class 
English subsequently returned to the area with a group 
of men in an effort to track the aggressor down. As 
he located and approach ed the enemy's position, he saw 
a Marin e from another unit shot down from ambush by the 
Japanese and, handing his carbine to one of his group, 
dropped to a prone position and started crawling to the 
side of the wounded man but was instantly shot and 
killed as he reached his comrade. Private First Class 
English's fearless initiative, aggressive determination 
and cool courage throughout a difficult and dangerous 
situation upheld the highest traditions of the United 
States Naval Service. He gal l antly gave his life for 
his country. 11 

R •• Marshall, Kentucky. 
B •. Clay, Kentucky. 

For the President, 

JAMES FORREBrAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 

SSM, perm cit, ltr fr CMC pres by OinC, Louisville 2, Ky., 
12-8-45 to the mother of the late PFC English, Mrs. Nina 
English., Inf pres at home. 
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SPOT 
serial 4.2756 
Sig11ed _ _ _ 

The Prccid.ent of the United State:3 to.kes p leas­
ure ln present:tug the SILVER STAR liEDAL to 

FIRST L!Lui1EltAtlT GEARL ra . EUGi..nm. 
UM!'l'ED flTATE'S tlt":u1m CORPS' . 

for aervloe as sot !'orth in tho i'ollow..i.ng 

C!Tl TIOR: 

''For Cf)nsp:tcuuus cal'in-ntry ~nd intr1)p10.ity a.s 
a Ple. toQn Leadar of Company C, Fourth Tank Betta l_on, 
Fourth Marine D1vis1on, in action against enomy Jap­
anese forces on Iwo Jima . Volcano Ielando, trom 19 
February to 16 ~arch }..~..,, llien his tan1r afl detitroy­
od by a land ~'line shor y after 11 andi ng on n- oay, 
First L1eut enat1t English ronained steadfc.nt in tho 
immobll1zod vehicl e throuehout the day, although it 
was re1>eatodly hit by hooti lo .fire , to dit>eot the 
progress ot bia platoon. On another occnsion when 
the unit eame under heavy onenrJ antitank .flro while 
attack ing th(} central airfield through an aN.ia 
mined and runrked by shell h oles , he or<.101•ed tho 
balance er the croup to witl1druw tc defilnde ~~llo 
h.c directed h is vel lcle in bat-clln5 i.n-c v.ntltank 
:eapons . Al though his t ank \,as stopped by rcpeo. ted 

h:it:s , J:lirat Lieutenant En ·11Bh cmd h is c:rew coutin· 
ued their .fire until they had dcstroye<i at leaat ona 
m1t1tun'k guuaa.nd several mortar pos 1t1ons. Throuch• 
~ut the twenty-six days of rele:ntlcse fighttng on 
thia PaC';if le str•ongbold , he con ,in.ued to let.td h!s 
platoon agah1st the Japanese ~lthoueh several times 
his tanks WCNt destroyed bj enemy mines and guns . 
By his courage, loudersbip and aggre~stve f1~ting 
sp&rit , First Li~uterlant English upheld the h i ghest 
traditions of' the Unitad States Naval Servlce. 11 

R-~Oeennaide , Calif . 
s ... -nntali:!'f, Toxsa 

For the President , 

JOHH l. sm .. UVAlt 

sec1•otar y of' the NElvy. 

--
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FMFPac 
SPOT 
Serial 44965 
Signed ------

. irbo President of the Unitod Statee to.ken pleaeuro 
in presentlng the snJVE'R S~\R MEnl\.L to 

CORPORAL JAMES H. l?NOCR,, 
tJ!iITEP STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as oet forth in the f ollovln 

CITATION: 

t1For conspicuous gallant1•y and illtreJ.11d1ty 
wbila serving ns a Supply Sa1')geant of Company 
H, Third Battalion, nty ... t>ixth ·'lriuea, F1f'-tb 
»lrlrte Divif1!.on, in action a c;ain;Jt enemy Jape.nes~ 
forces on Ivo J:irtil, Volcano Islands, 15 iil~ch 
~~1tc;. When a plntotlll had sµt.rered tulny co.eualtiea 
1n on area vbore evacuat1o:i "/OS lmptrnsiule tollow­
ing a vicious tire fight v!th the eno11r11 Corporal 
Enoch volnntm.trGd t o :n1par11:taa tbe construe :;ion 
of a road uhich tankn ooulei usG to evacuate tho 
"rounded. E..""Cpt>a!ng himaelf to constant hoetilo 
f ll'a, he diroctod an nrt10red bulldo~era ill cons"-1 .. uot­
in~ the :rioed and then gu1dod a tank to the oos1..ml­
ties vho wore all evncuatod except ono . Oboo1·v-
1ng that ~t l1n.S 1mpnesible for the tank~ t o reach 
tbe :zieroinintt ca.eualty, Corpo1 .. al Enoch ran tbe 
rest of the d,_stance 3Crosr? the fire lane to tbc 
wonnCietl man vhare bo himself v0 a vounded by enemy 
f1re and later evecuo.ted. His initiative, cour-
n ')e and nneelf 1eh dovot1on to duty wetto in keep-
!n vith tbe highest traditions of the United 
Sta.tee tvaval SOrvj.ce .. " 

R--Gassaway, ¥. Va., 
B--Bridgeport, w. Va. 

Fo~ tbe Praoident, 

:\OHN L ~~ "";L· .. , .. 
Secretary of tha Navy. 
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SPOT 
Serial 36000 
Signed~----~~ 

The Proaident of the United St:atea t~teo pleasure 
in pro a en t ~.ng the SILVER STAR fnmAJ., to 

CORPORAL UILLIAM C. EllH!Gfil' ~ 
UNITED STATES MARDf.E oonrs RE~B.RVE,, 

for serv;tce ae set forth in the followinr, 

CITATIOfh 

nFor consp:tcuoua gallm1t1,,y end :tnt1'0iJ~.d1t'·Y 
vbilo serving sa Lender of a. Machine-Gun Sqt~ad 
of Company K., Thil1d Bat•aliou,_ Twenty-oecond Ma-
1 .. incs J 8L"tvb Ma.x•!no Division, in ac t.lon ngainst 
enemy Japau.er..e forces at. Okina·ua 2 H:rukyu Islande, 
on 15 May ~· Durinr s. aeu1Jarate enemy counter­
attack C.f;a1m."C b1e ctnupnnyfs do:Ceuso on ~uear 
Loaf Rill,, Corporal Enrigtrt was ordered to move 
btc nqued into a f .a.~ont line pot>ition to l:'oinf orce 
the defcmet'!J. Undete:r-red by dnrknes£i and 111.tense 
enemy ftreJ he led bis equad 1.nto pos:!.tton and 
placed h1S ma.chine euu tn oction. HsrasrJad by 
enemy e;renc.ae and mortat- f lre throughout the 111cht, 
be remained at bis pest lU.tb b:1a gun c1'eW a.nil . 
repulgcd numerou~ enemy a~tomptu to pene trate 
bis t~orl"'pe.n:r "r de!miee, tborehy ma t el"iall}' aiding 
bis company 1n w1thotaud1.ng tba nur.roroua <:.cunter-
e ttacks. By b1s outstanding loador~h ip and eoura­
geoua conuuct throughout , 00l"Pural EnJJi'.bt upbeld 
the bi~beet traditions of i.he United Sta.tee He.val 
Ser·v 1.ca . n 

R--Chicago, Ill., 
B--Oolfax, Wasbinpton. 

JOHN L SuLUvAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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CG, FMF, Pac. 
Spot Award 
Serial 17648 
Signed NOV 19 1945 

The President of the United States takes p l easure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JAMES F. ENSMAN, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE , 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

11 For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a 
Member of a Wire Team serving with the Fourteenth Marines, 
Fourth Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese 
forces on Saipan Island, Marianas Islands, 15 June 1944 . 
Courageous and aggressive in the face of terrific f :rre­
from Japanese guns, Pri vate First Class Ensman rendered 
valiant service during initial landing operations on 
Sai pan Island. Under i ntense enemy artillery and mortar 
fire, he assi5ted his wire team in finding and repairing 
a break in the telephone lines used for sending fire 
commands between artillery regimental headquarters and 
one of the battalions. Before r eturning to the unit, 
the team was caught in an enemy artillery concentration 
and Private First Class Ensman was severely wounded. 
His heroic spirit and outstanding technical skill 
contributed materially to the success of this vital 
campaign and were in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the United States Naval Service. '4 

R •• Toledo, Ohio. 
B •• Toledo, Ohio. 

For t h e President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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App SofN 1-6-48 
Ser. Special 

The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER ST.AR MEDAL posthumously to 

FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLI.AM R. EPPERSON, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

i~For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a 
Platoon Leader of Company F, Second Battalion, Sixth 
Marines, Second Marine Division, during action against 
enemy Japanese forces on Saipan, Marianas Islands, 
15 June 1944. When his company's right flank became 
exposed fi)"flosti le counterattack during the initial 
assaul t against enemy-held positions, First Lieutenant 
Epperson acted on his own initiative to lead a section 
of machine guns across open ground to a position from 
which he could best protect his unit. Twice, driven 
back by hostile fire, he persisted in his mi ssion, 
returni ng both times to deliver furious counterfire 
with his own weapons and killing or dispersing the 
Japanese threatening his company. Constantly under 
enemy fire while rallying his men, First Lieutenant 
Epperson was fatal l y wounded. His courage, inspiring 
l eadership and aggressive fighting spirit throughout 
this action reflect the highest credit upon himself and 
the United States Naval Service. First Lieutenant 
Epperson gallantly gave his life for his country. ''~ 

R •• Kansas City, Mo., 
B •• Kansas City, Mo. 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy . 

SSM w/perm. cit. & CMC ltr. posthumously awarded the late 
1st.Lt. Epperson, USMCR., was p resented by Captain Fred J. 
Gilhuly, USMC, OinC, USMC MRD, HD of Kansas City, Kansas 

City 6, Mo. informally at the home of the parents, Mr. 
& Mrs. C. R. Epperson, on 19 September, 1948. The parents 
requested that no ceremony, other than the informal 
presentation, be held and that no publicity be given. 
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Signed~~~~~~~~ 

The Pr esident of the Unit ed States takes plea­
sure 1n presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL VAHAN ERAN08!AN, 
UNITED STA'l'BS MARINE CORPS RESERVE# 

for service as set forth 1n the following 

CITATIONt 

"For conepicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
while serving as a Vire Team Chief of Company D, 
First Battalion, Second Marlnen, Second Marine 
D1..v1sion, d 11r1ng action agatnst anelllY' Japanese 
forces on Tarawa, Gilbert IelandA, on 21 Novem­
be~ ~#Jr Whan our assaulting units gained the 
cent o the airstrip during the early morning 
following furious battlt with a fanatic enemy on 
D-Day, Corporal Eranoa:t~.n boldly led b.is V:ll'e team 
across the f1r~-swept area and expedit1ouely es­
tablished and maintained the only wire oon:unun1aa ­
t1on from the For ward Aaaault Compeni e8 to the 
Battalion Command Post and the 81-mm. Mortar Pla­
toon., tirel•ealy carrying on deaplte tremendoua 
odds during our sustained dr1vo across the land­
ing field to the eouth aoastline of the 1slaud. 
By his daring initiative, hi~ dauntless perseverance 
and coibl courage in the :race ot' grave danger, Cor­
poral Eranos:lfln enabl ed th~ forvaru. elementa i;o 
direct accurate, determined fire of the mortar pla• 
toon against the Japanese ltad cont:t-1uuted material­
ly to the euooess of our operations against this 
vital hostile· stronghold. His unwa.ve:rlng devotion 
to duty throughout t he fierce hostilities was 1n 
keeping with the highest traditions of th~ United 
States Naval Service. ·• 

R- San Me.tea , Calif. 
B- Belmont, Calif . 

For the President, 

PscFl t Bd.Awds Ser 47 of 23 Feb 1944JOHN L SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

I 
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The President of the United St ~tes t akes pride in pre-
3enting the SILV R 8'£ AF MED·L posthumously t o 

SECOND LIEU111ENAN'l' DEWEY A. ER1CK$0N, 
Ul\JITF.D ST l\'11Ji~S MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

~or serv1 ce as set forth in the following 

CITATION : 

11 For conspicuous gal l antry P..nd intrepidity ~s a 
nlqtoon Leader attPChed to A Reconn~issance .Company 
of the Headouarters Battali on, 'fwenty-eighth :tlarines, 
Fifth Marine> Di vision, during action on enemy Japanese­
hela lv10 .. Tima , Volcano lsla.no a , 14 Me.rch J,.,945. After 
crossing ~ fire l ane covered by heavy sni~er nnd 
machine- gun fir~ as he was 1e~a1ng his platoon fory.rnrd 
to fill a gap bet·ueen t wo a.ssaul t b ,, ttalions, Second 
Li eut·enent ~rickson halted to encourage the members of 
his unit in their attempt to negotiate the hazardous 
crossing. t,fuen his runne:r ''f'S wounded by a burst of 
enemy fire ~s he ntar~ed acros~ the 0 1ening ~nd fell 
to the ground in the open fire lane, uecond Lieutenant 
Erickson immedia tely braved t he wi t hering ma chine- gun 
fire, Rnd r nn to his runner's side, too~ him in hi s 
arms e.nd stc.rte.:i t o cR:rry h i m to a cover ed position '·her e 
he could a&ninister first t 1 d. 1'1ortRlly •ounded by 
another burst of enemy fire ~e he moved ~cross the 
opening i.r1 th the wounded man, he fou~ht t o remein 
conscious until he had succe eafully carri ea h is runner 
t o s a. fety before he hi'! self collr-peed end c1ied as a. 
re ~ult of his wound~ . Second Lieuten~~t ~r1ckson 1 s 
ballant act of Pelf-sacrifice inspir~d h is men to h eroic · 
efforts in the successful ~ccornpl1shment of their mi ssion 
and nas in keeping w:t th t h e hi ghest tradi ti ons of the 
Uni ted St a t es Nav~l Service . He gallantly gAve his 
life for his country." 

. --Ramon a , Oklahoma . 
--ElDora do, Kansas . 

For the President, 
JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy • 



U f.J} \J .t<.i. 1.. ... ,.. t;"'A'PI 
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.. y d ireet1on or tho f-'t' s1dent , un I .... t' a 
s1.o!:ln o!' t e et of Oongroas appl."e>~ed Ii Jul:;' l. 11 
4..:o., •O~ lJl J) , ' ::.11 vet• Ste:~ l'l po t .u-cu:Jl';- c r 
the Ca.~~~.d1c.:> 'enerc.1 :a Uni t:ed St tes Ar y ore 11 
oouth ~eif1c Arc , to 

• , 

rov1-
{ .. u11. 
ct1 Y 
1.n the 

"i 01• 1.hm.try ii;: le ~Go • alo-
tr.r>n I i :de, on !:I July } ·-~• craon 1.ly 11 • a 

\rln£tl crew tiCr:lbars aic- · be :::l' p1m1ed d om1 by enomy 
1 i.·e u.mery (lrc...;eant clriclnzon ,..grocnl cly ~nou­
"\feretl 1t 1.nto I\ .i01:':1.t1i'ttl fro ~lch ~.$ yl,ap..J-C- of 
,. n enomy m chine n irnd t·1llce i <ent:!t•c crew. 
, rooult of ti~tri c urtl ·eous . .v.ct1. n h en1h>led 
frlendl~ troopa t continue the~ dvauce )n tt 
obj =tive. In so aoin thu~nery- S rr;e nt . 1ckaon 
saorif 1cecl b1e 11£ • " 

By Cor:i.=inncl or tLeut no.nt · cneral !tn:rt1oru 

'.M. J . lt ... ?:D t!Ci\ , 
Ma .1or • J't . G. D. , 
l eat. Adj . ·1en. 

A .. 3,. ;:i t. .t 'l', 
I:lri~d!er Oane1• l , '"C, 

0;11e.r or St. ·rt~ 

R •• • North St oningt on, Connecticut . 
Nond.ch, Connecticut . B • •• 
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Serial 260 
Signed 8-29-45 

The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

PRIVATE HERBERT ERICSON, Jr., USMCR., 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATI ON: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as Rifleman with the Second Battalion, Twenty­
Fourth Marines, Fourth Marine Division, in ·action against 
enemy Japanese forces on Saipan Island, Marianas Islands, 
from 5 to 7 July 1944. Courageous and aggressive in the 
face of terrific japanese opposition, Private Ericson 
repeatedly volunteered as scout for his platoon during 
c leaning-up operations on isolated points of enemy 
resistance behind the front lines. Although mortally 
wounded on 7 July whi l e preceding the others into a 
thickly wooded area, he steadfastly refused medical 
aid and accurately pointed out the exact l ocation of 
the enemy weapon to his platoon leader. By his outstanding 
initiative and resolute devotion to duty in the face 
of grave peril, Private Ericson contributed materially 
to the success of a vital mission. His unselfish 
spirit and valiant conduct throughout were in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval 
Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country.~' 

R •• Bayshore, Mich. 
B •• Petoskey, Mich . 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 

SS perm cit. ltr fr. CMC pres. 2-7-46 by CO, MTD, NTS, 
Dearborn, Mich. to the Sister of the late Pvt. Ericson, Mrs. 
Mary M. Willis, Petoskey, Michigan. Informal pres. at home 
with family and friends attending. 



( l 

) with cit ltr fr CMC pres • 
-25-46, oy c~ war~ne Jarnacks} 
. s. NevPl ~h-pyard , 5rooklyn, 
• Y . to the !ttother of the late 
~·c Erlick, ·Ts Andr .v1 ! rllck; "'t'~tnfi 
7 Sumner St . , Tlddle town, 
onn. 
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Signed J LIL 91946 

The President of the United States take:;) pride in pre· 
sentlng the SILVER f .. :rA:R MEDAL posthumously to 

\;<SCOND LIEUTENANT WElqDELL ... :.. . .!.~R~K.tNE, 
UNITED STATES MARINE COP .t-l&, 

' 

.for service as set forth in tbe following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity .as Machine 
Gur1 Platoon Leader~ ttached to Company A, First Battalion, 
Twenty-Third :t..·Wl'ines, Fourth .Marine DiVision, in acti;..)u. es.­
g-:-m ... t .... nemy Japane3e 'forces on Iwo Jhna, Volcano Islands, 
19 F<::oruary l9 ·~. Adw.nclng on the be ch in the face of intense 
mortar and ma&hlne .. gun fire from camouflaged hostile plll ... 
ooxes, Second Lieutenant Er.skine defied the concentration of · 
enemy fire power, wh.ich was lriilictlng sever~ caeu.alties on his 
c..on1pany during the initial a.>sault, to move forward o! the front 
lines with an advancing tank and, taking up a; hig.llly vulnerable 
pos1tlon on the uncovered slope, supsrvised the direction and 
adjustment of fire power by hi.fa.ntry ... tank telephone and made 
posolble the destructlon of two hostile pillooxes before he him-
self wa.-s m.5tantly 1'Jlled while ?...dvanc!.ng on a. third. ·y his 
brilliant tactics and out;;.,t~dlng devotion to duty durmg this erlt-
1cal period. Second Ll.:tutenant Erskine hzd 1nsph~ed his men to 
contbme the relentles .... atta.ck until they had overrun the enemy 
positions. He gallantly gave his lite in the service of his country/' 

R .--Danville, Illinois 
B. --El Paso, Illinois 

For the Preeldent, 

~i~ Secretary of the. Navy. 

!W/perm cl t & C JC ltr presented to the widow o1' the late 2d4t • 
. ne, 1.irs . Wendell A • .i..:,'rskine , 107 V orhees ~t., Danvil.le, Ill., at the 
DBRS, Chicago, Ill., b1 Capt . L. L. Patrow on 20~ep46. 
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Signed ____ _ 

fEB l O 1948 

he P.t>en~ cnt of t.lm t1n1 tea Sta.tea tQltcs pleasure 
in prescn+i.1'1.g tbo 51!.iVER ST .R ,\L ·o 

P!~I'!!lTE ;F'lTIS' Olif..SS h'ILLilJ~ • E!\"t~Il? , 
lfil'ITIJJ S!J!ATEf i·1AR!UE COB PS , 

• tor a£:rv1oo a.n ~et forth 1n tlie foll<>w.tns 

Cl'i'A IOI~ ~ 

re.v­
i.l 

"Por the _Preaiaant, 

J01lil .... ... .., _ ...... ,,. 

R--Alexrmdria, Madison Co, Ind . 
B--Blvood, Indiana. Sec ·etur~ or the Uav1 . 



C1ncp e 
Appd So!N 9-13- 5 
Serl.al - 36610 

igned N_lu ~ 

The Pre_ ldent of the tJnlted St t s take prlde ln pre­
ntlng t 1,. SILVER SJ.AR. MED 1 po~t!lumoualy to 

or servlc t forth ln t e following 

er 

~or e r sldent, 

JAMES FORRESTN. 

·etar}'· o th avy. 
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The Proaident of tho Un1tell States takes plea.cure 
in Pl"OSent1ng t be SILVER ST.An tte:n\L to 

PRIVATE FIRST cues JAMES ES~RY, 
UNii'ED STA TES MARINE COUPS, 

fol' &$rv1ca as set forth 1n ' tbo following 

CITATIO.L : 

°For conapicuoun gallantry and int!'eP1d1t y 
while llor.vihg vith Readqu rteJ:tu and ~orv1ca Corn ... 
p.uny, Second Ma.:t'inea, flacond f·tli .. ina D1v1~1on, 
du~!ng aat!on n ainst enamy Japanese f orcac at 
'J.ln.raws~ Gilbo.rt Ielanda,, from 20 to 24 Novembor 
!~1!..2..· Skilled and a3gi~esa1ve during f iorce oom­
~'V"agnir.Lat a deeply entrancbe(l enemy ih tho oan­
tm1l soc to1~ of Batio Island; Prl.vatc F'11•st Class 
Essa~y fought fit1,iouoly and without rest tbrouc;b­
out th1•G dayis and n1gbts of bitter offem:ive 
action, cont~ibuting terially to tbe iuccos~ 
of hia urd.t 1n v1pll:.g out many .Jta.paneee tJmplsca­
l!'»n ta . On on~ oocaeion, be boldly p~oceeded to 
the ;un po.t•t of e. hostile s tF=-1i1g point an.cl, dG ­
SJ)~.te tho enemy ' s ince.:;san abellfire, dee royad 
th e11tro11chmant with 11all-phlced demolit ions 
and grenade· fbte, tben e11tGred the area and l-::1li1.ed 
the ronn1111ng pe1•sonnel. A nm rJ.akina h1a li:fa 
1n a aubsequctnt an age1nent> be foe."t1lessly exL>etDO<! 
himself to vitberLig bootile fire to gain an ad­
vanta oua pos:L ion fov covei-in, tbo e.dvenca of 
a companion to the ent~anca ot en eneucy-hola po-
o 1 tiou. His daring 1n1tlat1ve1 ~eat personal 
valor md tiNless dGvotion to t ha comple~1on 
of eaob perilous mission se1-aved os an. :J.nsp:tration 
to ou..~ t~oope and reflect t be hi§beat cl'Etd1t upon 
tho Unitod Stutes Naval fervioe . 

.... -£\h-t r.Aeo , Ill ., 
B--Cbicago, Ill. 

For tho P:reOidant, 

JOHN L SULLIVAN 

~. c:reta:ry of tbe Navy . 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

GUNNERY SERGEANT HARRY K. ESTELLE, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATI ON: 

0°For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as a Member of a Rifle Platoon of Company B, 
First Battalion, Twenty-fifth Marines , Fourth Marine 
Division, in action against enemy Japanese ·forces on 
Iwo Jima , Volcano Islands, 27 February 1945. When a 
hostile patrol attacked and wounded several def enders 
of the Company Command Post, Gunnery Sergeant Estelle 
crawled from his foxhole, proceeded toward the enemy 
through an area where both friendly and hostile grenades 
were falling and, rushing the enemy position, killed 
three Japanese riflemen . Proceeding around to the rear 
of the Command Post toward the 60-mm. mortar position 
where a renewal of the fire fight had attracted his 
attention, he killed another member of the hostile 
patrol and, still unsatisfied that the enemy had all 
been killed or had withdrawn, continued to search 
through the entire area before reporting back to the 
Command Post. His outstanding initiative and courageous 
devotion to duty in the face of enemy fire were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of t he United States 
Naval Service.~· 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R •• Red Bank, N.J. 
B •• Long Branch, N.J. 
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Signed ----

The President of the United stntea takes pleas­
ure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

SERGE.ART ALBERT J. ESTERGALL, 
UNI1?£D STP.TF..S MARINE CORPS, 

for eervico as set forth in tho following 

uF'or conspicuous callantry and intreridity 
while serving with Company B, First BattQlion. 
Twenty-fourth }!a.riooe, Fourth Marine I>1vis1on , 
in action againat onemy Japanese forcas on '"a.ipan, 
Marianas !alands 1 8 July 1944. Although pain~ 
i'ully wounded by hostile · re during an attack 
against the enemy entrenched tn a heavily wooded 
area, sergeant Estorgall courag eously led his 
squa.d throughout the assault, closing in on the 
enemy and annihilating hostile troops in their 
foxholes. His gallantry. leadership and disre­
ghrd for his personal safety reflect the highest 
credit upon Sergeant Estergall and the Unitod 
states Naval service." 

R--Cleveland, Ohio 
B--Cleveland, Ohio 

For the President, 

Se~retary of the Ravy. 
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'f_F 011 eOUptcuo latm,P1d.U.Y :wuJ.ll!f 

MrVing with the ir ariDe Parachute ~ent r.lU.r• 
bg actiOD. agalnat eMlt1y ~ fOl"ct!S Ul Boagolnvill t 

SO omou lslandci Dece~ 9, ., · le~­
Of the ~ of 1111 platoon hltO PQi!Uon, aun.r;r rgean 
* ttenb<>rO'Ugh, WUh eodl coui-a«e aXl4 complete C.U..er;a.r · 
or bi own personal eafety, repeatedlJ ~himself 

lo beQ Ure from hoatile aadpera ud madli•~ 
~ ill order o mamtaSn control of h1a man b1 
dense ~bnllh. 11ia $.lll&.d Wal (~ l)imlec1 
·UUllifn by ene~ are, boldlJ a4vaac.4 a pOlnt withJn 
~ PtoxlmllJ to Japaneae posltlons em allenced 
two ma.eh1De 8tllMrl wDD bald~ thereby enabling 
bis squad to ccompllah 1ta miUlea. llhl ~~lui li 
ab1p and lwrotc ec&l"ttaidftM88 wre ID keepl»C With th 
hlche t ~ad1tlons of th United ~~ U~ d. Sorvlc .u 

For th· P~cnt, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

etuf Of the N ~· 
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The President ot the United States 'Ilk.ea 
plee.aur iu ...,resant1ng tbe SILVER S'f AR MEDA!.. to 

SB:RGEANT WERtfEH H. EUBANKS, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESPRVS, 

tor e rv1oe as eet forth 1n the following 

OITA'rION: 

For oonepiououe a~llGntry and intrep1d1ty 
h1le serv1ng ae Leader or a· iaohine Uun Section 

of Comp&ny S, F1~et Battalion, Twenty-first Ma­
rines, Third ltar1ne D1v1e1on, in ao't1on IJ,gninet 
enemy Japanese toroen en the Asan-Adelup Beaohh ad, 
Guam, Murianaa Islands, on the night ot 26 July 
1944, When th" en~1 penetX"ated the 11nee 1n aev­
e~ pl acts and lnfl ioted heav1 onaual t.iee in hls 
section during a coo~d1nated Jape.neee night attack 
against th11 entire beaohhead, Sergeant Eubanks 
replaoed. a wounda<t gunner &nd personallJ manned 
a mt:..ohina nun. age.inst continued bostlle attack•. 
1th tbltt poe1 tlon becoming untenable s tno enetnJ 

advanced, 11a skillfully withdrew h1s section a 
short distance t .. ) the i .. ear &.nd peree'l'ered in h.1s 
tight aga.inet the J&panese until all except three 
ot hie men became oaeualtie3 and both guns of h1a 
aeot1on were ! ut out ot ·ction by boet!le rnortax· 
ti.re. With the _th1"Et· rem 1ning raen, Sergeant 
Eubanlte reported tc the neareat rifle platoon and, 
at dt.~Wh, voluntarily served es an Automo.t1o Rifle­
man 1n the 00 1.intere.tte.ok. which re,c tored the lines. 
H1a oouru.ge under fire and l.nspirin.r. leadership 
throu@lou t \•ere :n ke!p1ng with the h1gheut trad1-
t1one ot the United State . l~eve.l Service.,. 

R--Ja~keonvlll 1. N.O. 
B--Onalow,lo, N.u. 

For the Pres1.d.ent, 

Secretory ot the N vy. 
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'lhe Pr sldent o e United St.ates ·~.iil.1 
presenting th SIL ER Sl:.A ~ ~oA L to 

VAr". ~'L~ CLA~ CJ.J ·o · R. ET.ID~, USli1CR .. , 

or aerv1cG no set forth In th tollowlng 

Cl" .i:A:.u. Q : 

--

For the P reald.enlt 

JAft/lES FORH.ES'J' AI 
"e'!retary o! Uie I 'IJ;y .. 
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The Pl'esident Gf the Unite<l States takes prlde tn pre­
senting th~ SILVER STAR ?v1 ... .1.. \L posthumously to 

CORPORAL RU;·"ELL j . EUGOINO, 
UNITED ST TLS 1"'!ARINE CORPS, 

for service · '-' set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous g{lilantry and intrepidity while serv­
ing as Leader of a ?vlachine Gun Section, in a platoon of Com .. 
pany A, Ftrst B~ltalion, Fu·st 1',ifarines~ First lv!ar1ne Division, 
during ~Uon against enemy Japanese forcm~ at Okinawa, F yukyu 
Islanc:s, ""n 4 May 1945. When his assaulting i•1fle platoon suf ... 
fered severe ca.suattre"s ana was forced t-o withdraw to a mo:.e 
favorable position, Corporal Euggi.no qulcg.t.y realized the ne­
cessity for providing a smoke screen to facilitate evacti.:"l.tion 

n<J: when the wind and proximity of iriendly troops made the 
use of artillery or mortar smoke impossible, voluntartly eft 
his covered position and made a valiant atte~pt to cover the 
withdrawal by throwing smoke grenades. F~Jl.1;"lassly bravtng 
a devastating barrage of machine-gun, mcrtar and sniper fi.re 
when his supply was exhausted, he ran up tmd down the line, 
securing n1ore grenades from the wounded men and. covering 
their evacuation witU he hlmself was fatally ~truck d'wn by 
the enemy •. By his da.i·ing initiative, outsta.ndin& fQrtib,ide and 
gr'lve concern for the c-afety of others, Corpo1·al Euggtn o con­
tributed to the saving of many lives, and his selfless c-·nduct 
throughout !'aflects the highest credit upon himself 0tnd the 
United States l'u.wal 6 rvlce. He gallantly g-ave his Ille for his 
countq"'" .. 

R .. -Bnton \ouge. La. 
B--Lutchu, a. 

For the President, 

JAl-.IBS FOR.HESTAt 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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Tho '?roaidGJit ot tbfi 'aan te4 8'atq takea plc&!!urtt in 
preaen'tiDS \)Ma SlLn:R 8'1'.AB ~to 

Ocrer-aBAt CARL ll. J.Y.AE, 
UicI'l~:D STATti:S MA.RllE CQUlfJ f.!S:hllVE, 

ClTA'i'IOHs 

'
1lior r.;oaap1cucua gal.la.c.tr1 G.ri4 1ntre~H11 ty wi 1 l e . 

a6r11 ris ao a Litador ot a 1'1acll!.r.e G1.ln !-5t1et ! cm o! C<>LlJl&nl' 
K, '!h.11 a ,iattal1::>n, Eighth Mu-1no•, S eoontt I.UrinG Dtvi­
eior.1, 1n aotJon aeatru1t en~ Je_p&1t:se tn:rcer; t>n Ok.1.rJ .. va, 
B:rok,.vu r~lftllda, on 20 .l"~lU 1 4 • Vol~te.rily gOi•'8 1.'.0 
'the a.id oi' t.v;> wouaclecl !11.GA.ilbol. a c1' ll1o ~latoou, CiJ~lJ<u al 
1:.v~ made Die fla'¥ ti) an ex.pasecl rce:r cud d...,o?f1 to ~oou.rate 
anipc:r fi:t"e aUQoeadsd in oar.i·niie tht: r.crc :ecr:t ouel.y wo~­
Gd Mn ~o a&t•.;y. ln 8.4d.1t.lo~, 'hti f14.:~htn• ~oeil M.a­
Eself to .-uvlll¥ t'il"'ft .1n ord•r to clra:w the e~•o at.tfmt1on 
~ifll1 frOJJ. t~ ... oui wundod -.a, thexeby ~11\?. it p')8• 
•1 bl6 1·01· hi& to MD h1• V&t t.o aatet.1- JU• oatat.an4-
1Ds GUW.-... am 4Rot.10U to 4.1R7 Wl'e iD keeping Vith t.he 
hiCbaat trM.1 t10J» or '11• 11.lf. te4 ltatea Xaval Serv"! oa." 

»·M1d'D1", Ohio 
8-Portacmouth Ohio 

I U ~I t t'' • r ~ I ' I 
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CincPac 
Appd SofN 2- 22-45 

Serial l~~ l g m45 Signed ' · 

T e ~ resident of the United States takes pride in 
presenting e ILVER STAR. DAL postl u.rnously to 

.. VATE FIR r CL CA~ LR. VANSt 
murED STA'J.'IES .. ARIL~E COR!'JS RESE v ., 

ior service as set orth hl the following 

crrA1'IGN: 

"For conspicuous gallantry nud intrepidity wnile 
serv!n wit the Seco Battalion, t:eond Marines, oecond 
Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces 
on ai,pa.n> :M · rianas Islancs, 17 June 1 4 ~uring a fierce, 
tank-supported enemy ccunter::ittack :whic ndere his 
~ition extremely dangercus, Private irst Class ~ s 
valiantly remained at his machine ~J firing until his 
weapon ceased to function. and then directing fire of an anti· 
tank gun which resulted m t J.e destruct'ion of a hostile tank • 
..... ubsequently securing ot er muchina gun t the company 
comm.ano. post, he unhesitatingly eturned t\l his position to 
continue tne figi1t . By s carw 'initiative nd tireless 
vJgllance~ Private l"lrst Class •vans aided materially in 
the successful stemmlllg of t e enemy> s devastating counter­
attack, and s te!k'lCious devotion to duty throughout was in 
keeping with the ughest traditions of the United States ·a.val 
Service. n 

R- -Troup, Te-1.B.s 
B--Troup, Texas 

For tlle sidentJ 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

CJ.'etary of t e Navy. 
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Serial 7?7 
Signed QllG 17 1943 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

• 
PRIVATE CECIL H. EVANS, U . S. MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

1 

CITATION: 

11For conspicuous gallantry and 1nt~epld1ty while 
serving with a heavy machine-gun crew in Oompan..y_..D, 
First ~attal1on, Seventh Marines, First Marine Division, 
during action against enemy Japanese forces on Guadal­
canal, Solomon Islands, October 24 and 25, 1942. When 
his squad leader and the remainder of his crew were 
killed or wounded during a mass frontal attack by 
hostile forces, Private Evans, manning his rifle from 
a dangerously exposed position, prevented hostile 
troops from overrunning the gun position until the dis­
abled weapon could be replaced. Hie heroic conduct, 
maintained at great personal risk in the face of grave 
danger, was in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the United States Naval Service." 

For the President, 

FRANK KNOX 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R - Leeton , Missouri 

B - Leeton, Missouri, 1-24-24. 
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Serial 0647 
Signed 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

CORPORAL CHARLES W. EVANS 0 JR., 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

iaFor conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving with Headquarters and Servtce Company, Second 
Marines, Second Marine Division, during action against 
enemy Japanese forces on Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, from 
20 -to 24 November 1943. Skilled and aggressive during 
fierce combat against a deeply entrenched enemy in the 
central sector of Betio Island, Corporal Evans fought 
furiously and without rest throughout three days and 
nights of bitter offensive action, contributing materially 
to the success of his unit in wiping out many Japanese 
emplacements. On one occasion, he boldly proceeded 
to the gun port of a hostile strong point and, despite 
the enemy's incessant shellfire, destroyed the entrench­
ment with well-placed demolitions and grenade fire, then 
entered the area and killed the remaining personnel. 
Again risking his life in a subsequent engagement , he 
fearlessly exposed himself to withering hostile fire to 
gain an advantageous position for covering the advance 
of a companion to the entrance of an enemy-held position. 
His daring initiative, great personal valor and tireless 
devotion to the completion of each perilous mission 
served as an inspiration to our troops and reflect the 
highest credit upon the United States Naval Service. u.i 

R •• Lakewood, Ohio., 
B •• Glen Rock. 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 



GENERAL ORDERE ) . . 
NO ••••••• • •• 47 ) 

HEADQUARTERS USAFISPA 
APO #502 

2 2 February 1943 . 

J~ 
~A,,lld 41cl 

* * * * * * * * * * * ~"'-1 .. ~ 4.\ 
M" 

II . AJf RD OF THE ~ILV~ STJ..R : 

By direction of the Pre~ide1t , under the urovi FiOnf of 
Army Regula ti 0."1S 600- 45 ' AUP'.US t 8 ' 1 9 32 , a Si lver St ar is 
awera.ed by the CoL'l.lnancing General , United StateE f riJ y Forces 
in the South Pacific Area, to er ch of the follo•:.ing named 
officers and enlisted men : 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Du ~.'LD L . ,:.vJ,:8 , ( 403382) , Privo.te..L United f t ates Marine 

Corpr:: Re~erve , for galla.ntr} in actio'l on January 23 , 1943, at 
Gu£.c.alcane.l . · .'1.ile a member of an anti- f'-niper pat ·ol al~ a 
rorr , Privete ~van~ attemutu1, above and beyond hiE partiµula :t 
du ... ie~ , to ev6 cua te three '·o ..lnde6. Ma.rineE· e.nd a wounded ho~pi tal 
coroFm&n ~ran t~e road to a olaoe of safety. Whil~ so aoi ng he 
-was under extre ely accure.te e-niper fire and ·waf' severely 
'· o .mded by a bull~t t ~~ou h the c4 cE"t . Home addrer f : 1 807 .l!ia:;;t 
? 6th Street , Kan~a~ vity , HifFOUri. 

**"'******>.<* 

By Comr11and of Lieutenant Gener a l HARMOd : 

OFFICIAL : 

s/ ~'/illiam A. Lori, Jr . 

. t/ '!JILLIAtl ~. . LOHD , J"1. , 
Lt . Col . , Inf . , 
Actg .AsF.t .Adj. Gen . 
DiFtribution "A" 3 Com So 

R- Kansas City, Mifsouri 

B- Kan~as City, ,Mi~~ouri 

A . J . BARN.i:.I'T , 
Brig. General , G.s .a. , 

Chief of ~t...l:'f . 

3 ea O. & EM 
Pac, 3 Co~. Gen Fct Mrne Ampbs Cor 
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Cincpe.c 
lnp1.aotN l-10-46 
..,E;rial- 3?~ffR 16 1~·1·7 
· \gr\ed_· -·------

he Prt?e1dent ot the Uni ti .. d St nt e .akea rid.• 1n 
•~ent1n thtJ Il.V 1 ~/,.R .P& l~ poa buamut!l1 to 

r:- nrvlc~ a ea roi~th 1.n th :t<>llowlng 

Cl'l'A'l'IO! ~ 

"'ll'or conRplcuou~ ,.nJ.J ntt"'Y a nd 1n re •1d1ty ~a Pl toon 
Le dor , nttnnhed to Oompnny H, l\l'hird jj~.ttnl1r.n. ·r ;enty-111.nth 
"nr-ine .·, fU~th ~ar1na Oi v1a1on, ln e.ot1on ng~1nt!t enttmy J e.po ... 

nAs . f"oroea en Ok1nawr, ··yukyu Inl~nt\~, 12 ~:pr1l 1G45 . htle 
pl.".t1'"oll1ng '11th b1n com_pany , Ftrst r .. 1nutenant Evans~oteerv"d 
that nother comp~ny ot the b tt&l1on pprox1m~tely p,even 
l1undred ya.rd~ d ... ~nt wni:i rece1 v1ng tntftnRe mort~i- nd :iaehln"!-
gun tir1t und. w unttble tQ evnou~te 1 te numerouta c.e~u 1 t1 ca 
w1 thout t se.1s1.nnoe. Ol~'t' 1n1ng • ..,erril8~1on to 1 e~ d n evnou. -
t1on party int" tha tront lines, he quickly or ·l n1tad n. ~hir-

esn-mnn r!>Ufl 11nd removecl l!'.<!1nJ c, Buel tlee 1nt1p.\ te or the 
oont1.nue:1 enemy t'lre. p1'rsonally ev• m: .. t1n tllrae 'Wmm ea 
~ineR nnd, 1n one 1n~tnnoe, ··nlk1ng to tbtt r at' m'l crirry-

1 ng n Mnrlne thr-ough macr11 ne- n an:.'l sn11'P.r t'l re . Upon "!'~­
turning t" thn h( tt lJ en nf\mm nd nos-c, he b~11vely led 
thirty-m~n 9VD.OU~tion v"?'t1 b~ck tc, th~ ooen& of e,et11'.ln nd 
QOnttnued ~o dir,ct evsouat1on aot1v1t1en until ~11 thP. wound­
ed had bP.1'n r~ri''Vt?!t to n ~,, n.cf'Jt < r a· t t7. Hie 'he:roh~ conduct, 
unf"nl t~r1np; !.l~V()t1on ~o duty ' m5 cour~grtouo si;~1r1 t. ot nelt-
~ ur1t'1co l"~~ulted in Gti~1ng the 11VF.8 O<f f:'.r:<.nt Ot thS ~ounded 

oncl t·ot'lect the! h1gh!1st ored1 t upon U'1r t Lleu~nnAnt ~v no 
~nd the Un1ted t ~e. N~v1l ·cr•1ee. " 

'"-·Snn R f: el, C.,,:U.t . 
-- J n ., ..... r n(!,_ oo, Cri.111". 

~ • WX'r'iJ" :..it> 

Oll fil I:rt.f "' · 7, 
• 
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The President of the United States takeb pleasure 1n pre­
senting the SIL VER ST AR lv1EDAL to 

MAJOR HOLLY 11 • ... VANS, 
UNITED STATES MARIN L. CJR~S RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

" For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity a._, Com­
manding )f!icer of the Third T~nlt: .Battalion, Third Marine 
Division, in adion against enemy J?.tJanese :forces on Iwo Jima, 
Volcano Islands, 25 February 191:.: -. In preparation :for a coor­
dinated infantry-tank-artillery11Pac·t ... galnst high ground north­
east of MotoyamaAi.t!ieldNurnber Two , Major Evans thorough­
ly ~econnoitered the entire Division zone of action under heavy 
hostile fire and, on the basit:i oi that reconnaissanc9, submitted 
detailed recorom0ndattons for the employment of his Battali.)n. 
Undaunted by fierce enemy action, he courageously moved for­
ward with his assault units in order to direct and control the 
progress of the advance. uensL-1g at the most critical phase of 
the attack the necessity ..>1 prompt and vigorous action to pre­
vent the attack from stalling and to reorganize the remaining 
shattered forc~s, he moved on foot to tha most forward tanks 
in the face of intense hostile fire and made an effective e:.ri l 

timely reorganization of those tanks still on the field. By hh 
outstanding courage and initiative, Major Evans inspire~ bir 
officers L1C men to continue the advance degptte the almost 
inVl?lner .ul defenses of the Japanese, anc his unwavering de~ 
votion to dU1.,y was in keepinn· with the highest traditions of the 
United f tates Naval Eervic~." 

E.--Texas City , Texas. 
B--~c..wnee, La. 

For the Pres1detn, 
·OH. L SULUVAA 

Secretary of the Navy. 

\ 
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Signed JAN l 7 9 ., 

The uresident of the United States takes pride in p:re .. 
senting the SILV .w.:.: ... rAR 1'.1EDAL posthumously to 

CO iPORAL ROBERT EVE S, 
UNITE}) S'f ATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

fo1· serv1ce as set forth in the follcwlng 

CI'l'ATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while se1~v ... 
ing with the First Ba1.tal1on. Fourth Marines> Sixth Marine Di­
vision, durin action against enemy Japanese forces on Okin.a.wa, 
Ryuky~ Islands, 8 June ... ~~}...§.~ V hen his platoon became pinned 
dov.m by L"'lter..se enemy rnachine-gun tire from concealed post .. 
tions, Corpol'al Evers and another Marine voluntarily moved 
out into the open tc a vantae;e point from which the hostile em­
placements were vinib.w. Returning to his platoon le!1der and 
informln him o! the location of tbe stronghold, t~e again vol­
witeered to adjuat tank fire upon the positions and, heroically 
expos1ng himself, dil'ected devastatlrig fire which oestroyea the 
hostiie forces. By his mitiative, couxage and unswerving devo ... 
tlon to duty, Corporal Evers contributed lrn.measurabJy lo the 
successful advance of h1s platoon, thereby reflecting great 
credit upon bit:.'1Self and the United States Nav 1 Service.n 

For the P resident, 

JAMES FORRESTAJ. 

Gecreta ry of the Navy. 

E, ...... Whitestone> Long Island, N.Y. 
B-... New York, New York. 
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Serlal 35558 
Signed .JUL 2 4 1946 

The resident of the United States takes pride 1n :pre­
senting the SIL VER ST AR MED\ L post.humot1$ly to 

C.t\P'rAtN WILLIAM C. EVERS, 
UNfI"ED STATES M.AfUNE CGRPS, 

for service n.s set forth in the following 

errATION: 

"For conspicuous ~llantry and intrepidity as Ccm .. 
ma.ncting c·mce1~ of Company 1, 'I'hird Battalion, Ninth Mar1?1es> 
Third Marine Division, in action again.st Japanese forces on 
Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, on 25 February 1~5. V.·hen intense 
enemy autcm~tic and mortar fire suddenly swept hl$ ct.mpany 

. ln an attack fr::>m the north edge of Motoyama. Airfield Number 
Two,. pinned down his left platoon and caused many casualties 
a.mongvttal personnel, Ci:>.ptain ~vers personally advanced along 
his assault line 1rom one unit to another, -rallying his men as he 
directed thelt" fire and movement. Inspiringhia company to ad· 
vance against tremendous opposition, be continued to risk his life 
under hostile fire untili w11ile reconnoitei:-tng on the left, he was 
struclt by enemy small-arrns .fire and killed instantly. A cou­
rageous leader, Capta.in Evers by his hel'oie example and sk:UlfUl 
directivn of his company's fierce onslaught had succeeded 1n in· 
flktfug severe casualties upon the enemy and in weakening the 
ma.in line of Japanese resistance en lwo J1ma so tbat friendly 
troops subsequently tock the vital ground with comparative ease. 
Ee gallantly gave his life in the service of his country.'' 

For the President, 

,, Acting 

R.--Hudson, New York 
B. ·-Easton, Pennsylvania 



SPot Awar 
Serifµ 00192J . 2 1 '\944 
,;igned u \,. 

aMant iof the Uni ed. Stal.es take$ pleasure in 
SILVE:Il STAR KEl)AL to 

... VAlr:. l;Jii.ET CI.JillS DONALD L. VJERS, USMCR .. , 

for sa:r tee aa set forth 1n the. fol.lowing 

ClrATl . 
• 

'~Qr· eons~1euous ~G.ntry tind lntriepidity whil 
t: r'Ving 1ith th~ First 1Jle.r1tie 1d..:r aeginient as a 
me.cht~· gunner on the outpost ilne oi c3siatance l·ouna 
So~v1lle beachhead, Solomon Islands~ December 9, 
~· 1hlle Private I:trst Class Lwers and two other 

· ~lf:V'.>ines wer -01:ieratlba a machine gun dur5r.ig a cruc1Al 
period Of the aeUon, e,,n enemy hand grenade exploded 
~ithin fue emplacement, ldlled hi two corn.rndes and 
demolish:o.d the gtUl tripod. In order to ma1nta1n Uilln• 
terrupted reelstance, Private Fl:rat Clasa Ewers picked 
up the weapon and, althouih 1t was necauary to expose 
hbnself, bpt up a v1goi.•oua stream ol fire trom bi blp. 
Despite palnfW burns on b<>th hands, he held out with grim 
detet·mtaatlon until an adja.eant platoon was able to l'1,;• 
orga.nlZe 1te pos1Uon effectively. I:I1s relentless :f1ght1ng 
spirit., mamtained s.t great ~rso.nal l'"lsk 1n tha lac Of 
grave ~r, w 8.! a in keeping With the hlgb.eat traditions 
of th United States Na.val. Service/• 

R-Denver, Colo. a. II o 

JArvIES 1-0~TAL 

. ecretar)' o1. the l a'fll'. 


