




























































































































































































































































































































































































































DURBIN, Llo7d T. First Olaes 288669 

SILVER STAR-AtvA"'ded by despatch 4-27-42 filed on ce se l 740-5f> -65 · 
F.or 8Prv1ce at Ph ilippine Isl Ana s. 

Born: ll-8-18 

Current Enl.: 7-16-..40 • 

Feuruar y 15 , 
.l:u :?:t I·iills , 

Kilbourne, Lou1s1ana. 

Monroe, Louisia na . 

Legal Residence: 833 S. Oh1lton,Street, Tyler; Texas. 

Next of Kin: Mrs. Lillian P. Durbin 
Kilbourne, 

(Mother) 



• • 

, porm cit, ltr fr C~~ pr.e~'d hy Oi nC , Denver, CoJ n . , 9- 23- 45 to t t e 
c- ~ .. of the l a te Ue.p t . Durfe e , .r .81 .• rs . l...a r on B. Durfee , f. undmtoe, Wy . nf . reo. 



. 
ComGenFl-l'F»ae 
Si(IDed--._,__..._._......._ __ _ 



319606 

The P r esident of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

P RIVATE FIRST CLASS TIMOTHY J . DURNAN, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set for th in the fallowing 

CITATION: 

11 For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serving with 
Company A, First Battalion, Twenty- sixth Marines, First Marine Divi­
sion, in action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano 
Islands, 1 March 1945. When his platoon was halted by heavy hostile 
fire , P rivate Fir st crass Durnan crept to a position well forward of the 
fr ont lines and, by well-placed rifle fire and accurately thrown hand 
grenades, cleared out caves and trenches occupiefl. by the enemy. By 
his coura,geous devotion and deter mination, he contributed materially 
to the successful advance of his platoon. His devotion to duty was in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 11 

R - Jersey City, N. J. 
B --

Copy 

For the President, 

/s/ John L. Sullivan 
Secretary of the Navy. 



Pt-198-al · 
.. O JOB 3 3 0 D 0 8 

ln · t e 

f'or ~rv.ice 

1T 

R- oods1de, New York 
B-New York, New York 

nii.ed t tes t 

A p roved ..,ofN 
'7-10-51 
Bd 701 

e e t ... 

F r t e Presi e .t, 

.~ere · y of t .... ? vy. 
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487901 
D GP - 298-rkz 

• • Cincpac 
Appd Soil~ 11-21 - 45 
Serial 35575 
Signed NG i, 2 ~ 194& 

The President of the United States takes pride in pre­
senting the SILVER S!r AR :MBD Au posthumously to 

PRIVA.TE Fil',ST CLASS GEORGES. DURRAr1CE, 
t.J'"1'"ITED S'l~ •\TES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set iorth in the following 

CITATION: 

uF.:>r conspicuous gallantry a.lld intrepidity while serv­
ing as an \utomatic Rifleman in a platoon oi Company E. , Sec-
0nd Battalion, Twenty-fourth Marines, Fourth Marine Division, 
in ~tion against enemy Japanese f::>rces on Iwo Jim.a, Volcano 
Islands, 7 harch ll)45. VolunteerL11g to reconnoite1 wcll .. hidaen 
hostile positions, ,.,rlvate Fh·st CJ.ass r urrance moved out with 
another lviarine and, discovering a cave from which fom· Japa­
nese soldiers were haloing up the advancG of his platoon, in­
stantly attacked and annihilated three Of the enemy. .Jbserving 
the fourth soldier in the act of thJ.~owing a hand grenade in the 
direction of his fellow comrade, P rivate JHrst Class Durrance 
unhesitatingly riskecl hls life to distract the enemy's attention. 
_lthough 4illed instantly, .r>rivate First Class D urrancG hac 

saved the life of his corr r:...de and enable · him to destroy the 
rer..J.~.inin[ JaQanese soldier. His outstanding initiative, self­
sacriiicing spirit and devotion to duty throughout reflect the 
highest credit upon o rivate First Class Durra.n.ce and the Unitea 
States Naval i.;,:ervice. L.C g,.JJ.antly gave his life for hi..t:; country." 

R--Tampa, Florida. 
B- -Tampa, Florida. 

For the President, 
JAlviES FO_ •. :STAL 

<. ,ecretary of the Navy. 



• 
461606 
DGP-298-mvm 

• 
FM.FPac 

SPOT 
Serial 00598 
Signed_-'--· 

~he ires1dent ot the United Statos takee pleas­
ure in presenting the SILVER STAR i5EDAL to 

PRIVAT£ FIRST CLASS JOHN M. OURRAW!', 
UHITED ~TATES .·iARINE CO.RPS RESERVE, 

tor service as eet rorth 1n the follo ing 

CITATION: 

~For oonap1cuoue gallantry nnd 1ntrep1d1ty 
wh1le eerv lng as a hetnber or Oompany K, '!bird 
Ba.ttrU.1on, Ninth for1nes, Th1rd !'!nrine D1v1e1on, 
in action agal.not eneaiy Japanese foroee 1n th 
Y1o1n1ty of ount Obaohao, Guam, Marianas lslands 1 

on ~he eerly morning or 29 July 194~. When one 
of th~ Marines 1n h1s toxhole wa lled and the 
other wounded aa an enemy soldier armed ~1th a 
grenade hurled himself 1nto the foxhole, Private 
First Claes Durrant met two more or the oncoming 
enemy ~t the edge of the poa1t1on. gath red them 
into his arms and hurled them to tho ground. 
Desp1 te painful wound 1n his leg, he· held the 
two do n until a Msrine fro. a near-by toXhole 
o.rr1ved to ann1h1l te them with rifle butt. 
·1~h his oompan1on, he then met the two remaining 

Japanese and k1lled them Qt the edge or the fox­
hole. After nssist1ng to bring h1e wounded com­
panion to afety, he returned to the line, where 
he remained until rorced to be ev&cuated for 
medical treatment. By his courage and aggressive 
spirit, Private First Class Darrant aided materially 
ln repulsing the sttnclt of the enemr, and ll1s oon­
duot throughout was in keeping with the h1gheat 
trad1t1ons of the United Sta.tea Naval eerv1oe. It 

R--American Fork, Utah 
B--American Fork, Utah 

For the free!dent, 

T 

Secretary of the Navy. 



06114-2 
DGP-298-mvm 

• • 
FMFPao 
spar 
Serial 47152 

The Presld•nt ot the United etetee takes plea•­
ure 1n presenting the B1LV£R ~TAR MED~l.. to 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JUSTIN O. DURYEA, 
UNITE!D G1'A'1'ES MMHNi~ COWS. 

tor servlce as set forth ~n the following 

CITATION& 

•For oonsp1ououi gallant l and intre~1d1ty ae 
CoIUt~and1ng Oftioer of th~ F1rat Battalion, 'wenty­
eeventh M~rinea, Firth Marine D1v1a1on, in action 
against en~•Y JspllDe&e roreee on lwo Jima; Volcano 
Islands, from 6 to 9 Karch 1945. When his Bu.ttslion 
Commander became a oasual~1':!"'autenant Colonel 
Duryea aasused command and, 1n the t&oo of h avy en­
em1 ehell11re, c~urageoualy led h1a men untll he was 
st~1oual1 wounded vh1l~ on a reoonna1eaanoe 1n rront 
ot h1• own 11n&a. Dr hia able leadereh1p. sound 
taotioal Judgment and t1rele~s devot1on to duty, he 
aerved as an lneplr&tion to the otf1oers and men ot 
bl& Reglment and ~phGld tbe h1gh$8t trad1t1ons or 
the Un1ted at~ies Naval fleJ"V1Ct . " . 

R--Newburgh, New York. 
B--Nevburgh, Nev York. 

For the Praaident, 

)0~ 

Seore't'ilry ot the Havy . 



• 
~a-en:e 0 I D r; ~ S 

• F ili' .Pe.c 
.t ·T 

Se1· 1 al ~ :: 430 
S! gn€d MAR 2 {j 1041 

The Yt·esident ot the Uni tcd St a tca t 5kee pler f>t~ro 1n 
presenting the .~lLV .R "-TAR UED •••• to 

Ch'PT,.H~ .rtTLI /lil !> . Dli;,8 BUR~ > 
UN l '1' ;IJ STATES -it. tl~~ c~RPs ni:::;:.1.llv n; , 

r or tJervice is set fo.:Ct.U 1.:! the f oll~v""1ng 

ClTAf 1.Cl~: 

nFor cons plouous. gnllaotry ~nd intr-e.Eidlt.V &e 4 
Co e.ndin., 0f!1cer , Oompa.ny >.. ., P1rst Ee.ttali~n; ~ l.f t.t" .uar1nes 1 F1rct 
.:..a,r1ne • 1v1 a1· .. n , in ncticn · ... a1rua enemy .Tapetnr..1e{) .t~rcei:i on Pelelitl 
;Lill. .en.:1 , l-' lmu. Croup , l~ t..Od lD , c:ptember ,l!J.~i. Gol.lnntl3 _._eauing ;lls 
tro p!? 1n tn~ e;c;s.aul 't f t ue oneicy- l"...cl.<l b~ea.Cl on D-Day , Captain 

ucE:r. ury l.rnveu tn~ concentrnted en~ .. .y t1.X'e to d1.r~<:t n1c rno.n in r~­
l.11 .:1ug t io en my t.ink cotmte:rattnc~ a 1 thereby Clestro:11ng $everc-~ 

tan,.1..a . nder intense ~;J:t11J.e:ry , _1ortc.J" und Ul..a cn.1ne-pu:~ f1ro ~ he le..A 
.his a""'£atd. t company acr·ocs '.four·tc~n hu."ldrcd yards . !' v "en airt'ield 

•

d , E.l th:>uw1 bevcr·ely wmtnded ·t.'iy Bltall rrt gmen ts at ter re cnlng his 
jcctive · t t no fro' ~1do or tue ~1rf1eld , contin icd to ~irect ni o 
o-,pe 1n ti.1'1 v!: .g the Je.'$1l~S~ rror .. stror-gly f Ot'liir'ied !!O- i t1ona 
t11 he "l'~SJ -o:rd.t1·e~1 · '$ tue -e. t ta.l1lm Cormac.nder to z•etu1•1! tc tile rctJ" 

fc4• tree..tme11t . lly r.1D a~erA::ive r1 .:.;.tii.g splri t $..nr ina.!'1rlng 
1eauer nip under f 1re, c~~ta1n uusentur; co~tributed ro~bcr1~11y to tnc 

ouccesa -or .ill.S l;)at·Ls.11 n "(J :.In.ncld tne uigne"t t~acl1l.iton & of tnc 
U111 ter1 Et xes r~D.val Sa-:t"V1 c~ . '1 

H-- CJaus~en 1 eou~ui Gcrot!n& 
E- - B1 :-nopv1 Ll.~, .. mt.n c ro 1n1· . 



342973 
AW-298-ls 

• • 

Spot Award, 1942. 
Serial 18 MAR 18 1943 
Signed ~~-----

The President of the United States takes pleasure 
in presenting the SILVER STAR .MEDAL to 

CORPORAL THOMAS w. DUSSAULT, u.s.M.c., 

for service as set forth in the following 

(CE' CITATION: 

°For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a 
Regimental Intelligence Observer of the First Marines, 
First Marine Division, during action against enemy 
Japanese forces in the Tenaru Sec~or, Guadalcanal, 
Solomon Islands, August 21, 1942. By his accurate and 
timely observation and repor o enemy activity, Cor­
poral Dussault rendered valuable s ervice until the 
communication wire from his station to the Command 
Post had been severed. Promptly taking a position on 
the front lines, he engaged the enemy in furious hand­
to-hand combat and aided effectively in drivi~g back 
the enemy with great losses ind in preventing them 
from establishing a foothold on the western side of 
the Tenaru River. Although wounded during the action, 
Corporal Dussault continued to hold his pQsition in 
spite of intense opposition throughout the Japanese attacks.n 

For the President, 

fB..ANK KNOX 

Secretary of the Navy. 
That portion of the above citation 
underlined in red should not be 
given either verbally or in witting 
to any person without the permission 
of the officer in charge of the 
Decorations and .Medals Division. 

R ••• Little Falls, New York 
B ••• Little Falls, New York 



398756 
DGP-298-mvm 

• • 
FMFPac 
SPOT 
Ser1al 61801 
Signed __ _ 

The freaident ot the Un1ie4 8\at•• taitee 
in preeent1ng tbe SILVER STAR MEDAL 'Q 

PRIVATE Fil'S'l' CLASS HOBART G. 007.AN, 
UHlTED BTA!ES MARINE CORPS RESSRVE, 

tor eerr1o• •• eet to~tb 1n ihe tollovlng 

Ol'fA!IONa 

•ror oon-.p1o.aoue g&llanir1 and 1ntrep1d1t1 
while aerv1ng ae a Moriar Allmun1t1on Carrier ot 
Oompan1 A, Firat Battalion, Tvent7-ninth Marinea, 
llx•b Narine D1Y1e1on, 1n ao,1on againai en .. r 
Japan••• toroee on O.lu.nawa, R7u711 lelands, 10 
MQ' 19'60. When hie ooapanJ 8llttered eevei-• oaa­
ual'ttlr'Aur1ng an attaok upon a ridge line 1n ~. 
l~lhurl aeoior, Prl•ate Firs• Olaea Duaan Tol­
Wltal-U7 oroaeed open terrain 8V•P' bJ all k1n4• 
of ho•t11e t1rt .ad, maklng tlve trip•, evacuated 
t1•• wounded ooar&4e1 to •atet1. B7 h1a l:k>ld 1n1• 
t1•t1•• *'1d ~oolneas under 1ntenee enem1 tire, he 
vaa 1nat!'Umental ln •••1ng the 11vea ot eeveral 
oaaual. t1ea, and h1a oourageou.e conduct ~rou,rhout 
wae 1n keep1ng v1th the highest ti-ad1t1ona ot tbe 
Un1,e4 Staiee ftaval 8erY1ce.• 

For the Praa1dent, 

L-Ind1anapol 1a, Indiana. 
B--Ind1anapol1e, Indiana/ 

Seoretar7 of the Na•T· 



• 
.. 

?11?-'1
1 

DGP e98 navy flv PMFPAC 
SPOT 

Se1.,1.al 44533 
Signed---~~---~-----~ 

~'he . ~CU-< cnt of .., ... o 'Uli'tec' States ta.k'3a pleasure 
111 p11aaent:mg ·Ghe S.1.LVFR LJ!tAH MIDAL to 

CORP J ,,AJ., l.tJ .llM .T • DW.i1.F., 
UNI'.1. ID b'l.~T ES Ml\llllds CORPS• 

:£or .ee.i1-ivi.co a.fl aet o:rth in the f.oJ.louing 

A-Ardmore, Pa. · 
B-Br:yn Ma.wa,, Pen 

For tt P:ttes 1dent# 

'OHN l. SULLWA~· 

SecNttalrY o~ the Navy. 

" 



5,, ,s:. .:2 <;".., J/ 
.... 

DLA-· 298-a.as Approved SofN 
3- 12-51 
CoSoPac 4945 341278 

~ 

. , 4F~r eon~plo~o~a gallantry and 1ntren1d1~ whtle 
sel!"ving with Oompany S) ~!'~et . Paracb-1'.te Battalion, 
F~st Ma~1ne l\~1~e.chute.1te~~nt, .First ~far1ne hn~b-
1oue. Corpe, in aot1on aga1nst ·enemr Japanese toPCea 
east of the ~or¢klWlt a1ver, Bougatnv1rle ~ Solomon 
lslanda, on 1 Janua~ 1944. · Leav1ng a poaltron of 
comparative ~atetJ' , ~r!Vite F1r~t ClasB Dw7er ran 
~he&~ hostile .fire, alcajg w1tb another Marine, 
and reached a gpot .whel'e b1s woli&d!ld e~d l~e:r lay • 

. -After. carey1ng the- woum1ed ~·nsin to an area where tlrf;t · 
a1t1 could be adrn1:n1stered,, he took 1m.'lled!.ate charge 
or hie squad and led lt . br1ll1antl1 throughout the 
:rena1n1ng action. Br hi:s courage_. ontstandtpg leader­
~ and steadfast devotion to duty ~o~out, l?ivate 
~st Class l><f1t3?' upheld · tl~ big.best· traa1t1ons ot the 
United States Naval Se~ee. ,. 

R-Ardmore, Pennsylvania 
B-Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 



• • 
Spot ;:;ward, 1912 
Serial 18 
Signed MAR 18 1943 

The President of the United dtatec takes pleasure 
in :presenting the $1LV.:!:!:i :3£.nft .-1gDAL to 

PRIVATE ?IRST CL.\.S'3 FRA!~CI.S J . DYAR, U. S • • · ~dlNE CdRPS, 

for service ae set forth rn the follo 1"ing 

11 ii"'or cons2icuous gallantry ~nd 1nt:cen1di ty while 
a member of the First Marines , F'irst 'Ma.rine Dlvisi')n, 
during ~ction against enemy Js~anese fo~ces at Guadal­
canal , 3olomon Islands, on Augu$ t 18 and 29 , 194,j.~ 
1hen fires were started in the regimental munTtt<ins 

durap, Private First Class Dyar, unhesitatingly ana on 
his own initiative , risked h1g life in the midst of 
explod!ng shells and burning ~a~oline to fight and con­
trol fires , thus .reventing the loss of muny lives and 
much es~ent1al material. Hie coura~eouq devotion to 
duty re~lects great credit upon the United States 
Naval Serv1ce. '1 

For the President , 

Secretary of the Uavy: . 

That nortion of the 
above ci t·i t10n under­
lined 1n r~a 1houfd 
not be gi•Pn Pither 
ve.cbally or in \·ri ting R ••• Detroit, Michigan 
to any person without 
the perm1Ae1on of the B ••• Detroit, Michigan 
officer 1n charge of 
the Decorat1onP &nd 
Medals Divi F; ion. 



osoa l 
nop-19 -rkz 

• • Clilcpa.c 
A Pd SofN 10 ... 11 45 
Serlnl 60 5 
Stgned.___..._ __ 

The President of the United States takes pride 1n pre­
aentta~ the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

SECOND LIEUTENANT LESTER E. DYER, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

fo:r aervke as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a Rifle 
Platoon Leader of Company E, Second l3attal1on, Twenty-
8ev'tnthMar1nes, FlfthMa:rme D1v181on, during action again.St 
enemy Japanese forces on lwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 4 Feb­
J"\Ull'Y 1945. With the advance of hlS platoon halted by a con ... 
centra:'M of hostile small-arms !ire during an attack on un 
e:nerny position, Second Lieutenant Dyer went forward of the 
front lines to reconnoiter and then, with complete dis1·egard 
for hla persoruil safety, led bis platoon to a position where 
fire could be directed upon the japaneae, directing his men in 
ftghttng the enemy until he fell, mortally wounc"'ed. By his 
fearleaa leadership, indomitable ~lrit and personal bravery, 
he gave encouragement to his men and contr-ibuted to the suc­
cess of his platoon in advancing aIDlinst the enemy, and h15 
conduct throughout reflected the highest credit upon Second 
Lieutenant Dyer and the United States Na~l Service. He 
gallantly gave his lite for his country.,, 

R--Fond du LJlc, Wtsconstn. 
--Fond du Ln.c, VJlsconsln. 

For the P~esident, 

JAMES F9RRESTAL 

Secretary of the Nayy. 

' , 
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