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.DGP—ZB‘BS—eln App. SofN 2-1-45
Serial 0401
Signed JUL 5 1945

The President of the United States takes pride in presenting
the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS EDWARD ATHAIDE, USMCR.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION: _

"For conspicucus gallantry and intrepidity while
serving with the Second Battalion, Seventh Marines, First
Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on
Peleliu Island, Palau Group, on 18 September 1944. wWhen
terrific enemy fire rendered his position untenable and his
squad was forced tc withdraw, Private First Class Athaide,
in company with another Marine, crawled further forward to
the crest of the exposed position and heroically directed
accurate automatic rifle fire against the enemy to cover
the withdrawal of the remainder of his group and, although
discovered by the enemy, nevertheless maintained a steady
stream of fire against the Japanese emplacements, insuring
the safe evacuation of his squad before he was mortally

. wounded. Private First Clavss Athaide's exceptiocnal fighting
spirit and valiant, selfless conduct were in keeping with
the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.
He gallantly gave his life for his country."

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy.

R--New Bedford, Mass.
B--New Bedford, Mass.

SSM, perm cit, ltr fr CMC pres by CO, Boston, Mass., 10-19-45,
to the parents of the late PFC Athaide, Mr. and Mrs. Athaide.
Form pres at MBks, Navy Yard, Boston, Mass.
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Serial 54754
Signed

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

MAJOR ERNEST G. ATKIN, JR.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Commanding
Officer of Company G, Second Battalion, Twenty-fourth
Marines, Fourth Marine Division, in action against enemy
Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, from 5 to 16
March 1945. Assuming command of a rifle company which had
suffered several casualties among its company commanders
and its key personnel, Major Atkin reorganized the unit and
led the assault against one of the strongest hostile
positions in the division zone of action. Personally
directing the fire of two tanks by telephone in the face
of accurate enemy fire, he was directly responsible for
the two hundred yard advance of-his company. When his

. unit depleted by casualties -Fad to be dissolved and combined
with another rifle company on 8 March, he assumed command
of the remaining rifle company in the battalion. Skillfully
reorganizing this company which had suffered severe
personnel casualties with the result that only one original
officer and one key non-commissioned officer remained,
Major Atkin led an assault against the last enemy pocket of
resistance in the division zone of action and seized it
although it had repelled many previous attacks. His
tactical skill, exemplary leadership and courageous devotion
to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Naval Service."

For the President,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.

R--Gainsville, Fla.,
B--Iowa City, Iowa.
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The President of the Upited States ¢okes pride inp
spesenting the SILVER STAR ¥EDAL sosthamously to

SENGRART TAMES ®. ATKIRS, UEEC.,

Rl

s+or service as sel forth ls the following

CITATION:

wFor sonsploudus gallsntry snd iatrepldlby o mamber of
the Second Tanks Battalion HoCOnnULEEARCS party sbbaohed Lo the
sacond Tank Battalion, Second sarine plvision, suring setion agalnat
gnamy Japanese foroas oOn Tarawa, cilvers Izlmddas, November 20, 1948.
pefyine constant danzer fros onexy ssehins-gun snd morisy fire while
sesisting his unis in laying & 1200-yard lane of ghannel markers
over s shell sndd bosb-pooked carsl reel, fargeant stkins valiantly
wede nf himsgelf a humad parzer &n order %o pignel zosault tenueg 50
- sucesseful lending on rhe beachhesd when the floeks ¥ar'e gorried
away by the beavy surf. ‘Then, in the fuge of slHmost pertain desth,
nwa voluntarily preassed fopunrd snd conducted & rooonnalzssnce within
apnemy llnes, solnting out Larpets whieh eould 1ot have obean detscbed
from withia the btapks and eontinuing hle eourageous sfforts until Re
wes killed by hostile #ipre, Hiz relentisss siahting solrit, Gering
aggresslvennss and heroio self-gcarifice airactly contributsd to the
sucoess of our forces in that sreg and wore in tseping with the
highest traditione aof the Unitad Btates nayal Service. Ee #~1lantly
gnve his life for bis country."

w...Lonepine, Montana

R...Kalispell, Momtap:.
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DGP-298-rkz Appd SofN 2-21-46
Serial 52181

Signed DEC 23 1946

The President of the United States takes pride in presenting
the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE WILLIAM A. ATKINS,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as a Forward Observer for the 8l-mm. Mortar Platoon
of Headguarters Company, First Battalion, Seventh Marines,
First Marine Division, in action against Japanese forces on
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 13 May 1945. Undeterred by
intense enemy small-arms and mortar fire which had held
up the advance of his company, Private Atkins boldly made
his way through the concentration to an extremely exposed
position atop a ridge, carrying a reel of wire and a
telephone and, spotting an enemy field gun, clamly and
effectively directed mortar fire upon the hostile fieldpiece,
silencing the weapon. By his undaunted courage in the
face of grave peril, Private Atkins aided materially in
the successful completion of his company's mission and his
resolute conduct throughout was in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL

Secretary of the Navy.

R..Kalamazoo, Michigan
B..Kalamazoo, Michigan.

SSM was presented to the widow by 0inC, USMCDHRS, New Federal
Bldg., 213 W. Lafayette Ave., Detroit, Michigan on 28 Feb.,
1947.
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The President of the United atates takes pleasure in
presenting the BILVER STAR NMEDAL O

FIRST LIEUTENANT ROBERT W, ATTRIDGE, YSMCR.,
for service as set forth in the following
CTiATION:

“por conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as pember
of a Reconnaissance patrol transported by (Gubmaring an
eybsequently OY poat to & § apanese-held igland in the paciiic
Avea during the latter part of December; 1948, With no
previous knowledge of enemy strength or the attitude of

& natives to the Allied Nations, and with limited means of
escape, First 1ieutenant Aitridge aphesitatingly went ashore
in the face of certain danger and, within an exceedingly brief
gpace of time, nad secured information concerning the gtrength

of Japanese forces and their squipment and had determined

the most suitable beach for future landing as well ag favor-
able sites for pomber and fighter strips. Digcovered by the
spemy and in danger of being captured by & nostile party
possessing; guperior arms, First jeutenant Attridge fought
gallantly, asgisting in o mbushing and killing three Japanese, | |
wounding one and putting the remainder to flight before el
straggling pack through heavy seas to the rendezvous W fth/
the submaring. His outstanding gkill, heroism and resource-
fulness in the guccessiul execution of @ vital mission were

in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval service.”

For the president,

i st AT AL

o e el

secretary of the Navy.

R - Salem, hiass,
BB Salem, Mass.

,_____—_
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The President of the Unlted Htates takes pride fn
-presenting the SLLVER STAR MEDAL posthumously io

FIRST LIBUTENANT DRAN W, ATWOOD, USMCR,,
for service as sel forth in the following
CITATION:

“For conspicucus gallantry snd fntrepidity s Battalion
survey Officer attached to the Fiest Battalion, Fourtesnth Ia«~
rines, Fourth Marlne Division, in sotion ageinst enemy Japa-
nese forees at Sslpan, Werltmas Islands, on 16 June 1844, Witk
almost every mamber of his section 2 casually wien his sur-
vey party was vielously attacked by the snerny while attempting
to establish & battalion forward observation post on an expoBad
ridge, First Liettenant Atwood voluntsrlly braved beavy enemy
mortar and artillery five to minister first 2id to the wounded
and, working tireleasly and with ealm courage, galisntly re-
mained in the nres and nssisted in the evacustion of his men, ‘=
inspiring and vallant leader, Pirst Licutenant twood saved the

- lives of many men who otherwise might have perigned, snd his
unwavering devotion to duly maintained at great persomal risk
wis In keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service,” ‘

———

Ty

For the President,

- JAMES FORRESTAT,
Lecretary of the Navy.
He~wian Franelsco, Californta
Beeliendocine, California

3 ep 3 . - "} -
38M & Perm,Cit, delv'd to widow, JPB.WLoans
t San Francisco,

W. Atwood; 10,5 Leavenworth 5t., ! s
California, informally at her request l-7-L45.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

FIRST LIEUTENANT RUTHVEN A. AUBREY,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

'"For consvicuous gallantry and intrepidity as an

8l-mm. Mortar Platoon Leader, attached to Headquarters
Company, Second Battalion, Twenty-sixth Marines, Fifth Marine
Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo
Jima, Voleano Islands, from 19 February to 10 liarch 1945,
Stationing himself eaéh day at an observation post on the

front lines to obszrve the eneny positions and direct mortar
fire, First Lieutenant Aubrey maintained support for his batta-
lion at 211 times. On the night of 21 February, he set his mortars
in position and, making a personal reconnaissance of an enemy
avenue of approach desnite the darkness, succeeded in stopping
a2 hostile counterattack and killing twenty of the Japanese,

On 10 March, he advanced beyond the front lines, detected

enemy fortifications, and throughout the morning, directed
his fire on one position after another, thus enabling the
battalion to adwvance. Later, he ran forward through heavy
rifle fire to observe a newly discovered enemy target area and,
although pinned down by hostile fire, continued to direct

ffeetive fire against the enemy until he himself was severely
wounded by a Japanese machine gunner. First Lieutenant Aubrey's
tactical skill and courageous fighting spirit in the face of
grave danger were in ke with the highest traditions of the
United States Naval Ser H

For the President,

TIENns 7%
CEleey L A

Secretary of the Navy.

B-- Summit Hill, Pa.
B-- Summit Hill, Pa,

194
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DGP-298-egc Serial 1163
Appd SofN 3-1-45
Signed OCT 19 1945

The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

CORPORAL ROY N. AUER,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving with the Second Battalion, Tenth Marines, Second
Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces
on Saipan, Marianas Islands, 20 June 1944. Courageously
volunteering to enter a blazing dump which contained vast
supplies of artillery and mortar ammunition, Corporal Auer
worked desperately to extinguish the flames threatening
further stores of explosives. Mortally wounded in carrying
out his heroic task, Corporal Auer, by his alert initiative,
superb daring and unflinching devotion to duty at the risk
of his own life, upheld the highest traditions of the United
States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his
country."”

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy.

R..Milford, Indiana
B..Milford, Indiana

SSM, perm cit, ltr fr CMC pres by CO, Bunker Hill, Ind.,
12-11-45 to the parents of the late Corp Auer, Mr. and Mrs.
George N. Auer. App pres with due publicity given.




United ctztes takeg plessure 1o oré-

Ul—ln

BEl: to

for service as set forth in the following
{:;)_ ¥ ;TJ. -,_,_;-.:

iFor cars sieucns gallsntry and intrepidlty wehlle
gervine with B Z:ttﬁry sugelal veaporns Battallion,
attseched o the Flret b‘Witeg, Firet Horine Pivislion,
16 combzt aceinst enewy JepiRese tunk forcec ! i
pouth of the Matznikau River, Curdalesnel
slenis, on the uight of Ocicber 23, 194
ter digregard Tor bis oWn ‘*Tf““fl BE

k- %

¢
e
o
%
.Q.
4.
™
=
i

el

the fTage of h-f;-v':y‘ g..y.'bu@ 3 fi; €,
Auguntynovwics 13&3”;&?313 rtyvinei at h :
itﬁ the oiher memters of Rie batliery sutee
ety ;v
1

o

& R TG 0

App the snti-tenk gun 4n estien untll
:-';1(‘-?\- vER GOh .:-&tg“ ¥ 1€ anl‘h’rﬁ-o Eisg 93-1’}-
=@ herciec devotion t duty vere in keepl:
higheat traditicne of the Unlted Itates Kav

R - Chicopee, Massachusetts.

B - Chicopee, Massachusetts, 4-17-1921.




. 026445 FMF
DGP-298-f1 SPOT
Serial 5455
Signed JUL 10 1947

The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SECOND LIEUTENANT VERNER E. AUSTIN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as the
Leader of a 37-mm. Gun Platoon of Weapons Company, First
Battalion, Eighth Marines, Second Marine Division, during
action against enemy Japanese forces on Saipan, Marianas
Islands, on 26 June 1944, [Leading his platoon through
heavily fortified Japanese territory, Second Lieutenant
Austin succeeded in reducing an enemy position containing
two strongly defended pillboxes and three ammunition dumps

. which were well protected by hostile fire. Although
seriously wounded in the leg during this action, he
continued to advance, keeping his guns in action, until
ordered to be evacuated for treatment of his wounds. His
leadership and devotion to duty were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL

Secretary of the Navy.

R..Terrell, Texas
B..Dallas, Texas
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT CLAUDE M. AYALA,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as Commander of a Medium Tank of Tank Company,
Twenty-second Marines (Reinforced), First Provisional
Marine Brigade, during action against enemy Japanese
forces on Guam, Marianas Islands, 24 July 1944. Going
to the assistance of a tank which had been disabled by
eighteen direct hits from an enemy antitank gun,

Sergeant Ayala maneuvered his tank to provide covering
fire for the striken vehicle. Then, dismounting from his
own tank under intense hostile fire, he shackled the two
vehicles together and pulled the disabled tank to safety,
. thereby saving the crew from certain annihilation. His
courage and devotion to duty were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.'

For the President,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.

R..Los Angeles, Calif.
B..Fort wWorth, Tex.
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The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CLARENCE EDWARD AYERS, JR,, USMCR.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity wiile
serving with the First Battalion, First Marines, First Ma-
rine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on
Peleliu Island in the Palau Group, on 16 September 1944,
Volunteering to assist in removing casualties to the rear
when no stretcher-bearers were available during the sus-
tained atiack on a fiercely defended coral ridge, Private

[ 4 First Class Ayers boldly made his way forward under a ter-
rific concentration of rifle and machine-gun fire and, leading
litter-bearers to dangersoaly exposed positions in front of
t heir own lines, worked with untiring energy in directing and
aiding the evacuation of wounded Marines until he himself
was fatally struck down by a burst of enemy fire, Private
First Class Ayers’ intrepid initiative, resolute fortitude and
cool courage in the face of savage, unceasing opposition con~-
tributed materially to the saving of many lives, and his val-
iant devotion to duty reflects the highest credit upon himself
and upon the United States Naval Service, He gallantly gave
his life for his country.”’

SSM, perm cit, 1ltr fr CMC sent out
g=14-45,but report of pres has not
been red'd as of this date 2-5-46.

R--Plymouth, N.C.
B" ¥ L »
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