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PGP-298 ... rlw • • F,.."iF 

SPOT 
... e1~ial 54-J 1 
Signed .JUN 2 3 1947 

The President of the United Stat&~ tJlkes pleasure ih pre­
senting the BFLVEE STAR :MEDAL to 

PRIVATfil FIRST CLASs MARVIN E. ATCliISON, 
UNITED ST.A. TES MARINE CORJ?.Si 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION~ 
. I 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv~ 
with Company A, Flrst Batta.Ho~ Second Marines, Seconc1 • 1a .. , 0 
rine Division, during aC'.tion agaln$t enen.cy- Japanese forces on 
Saip~n, Marianas Islands, on 8 and 9 July 1944. When the ene­
my tried to bi,eak through the center,of our line during a counter­
attack on the beach west of Kaoerra Pass, Private First Glass 
Atchison took his position at an important machine gun emplace­
ment while two comradea · furnlshed him with protective fire. 
After the -other two men were wounded by the on.rushing enemy, 
he kept hls gun 1n action and s a.cceeded in maintaining our line 
ihtact by del iver ing slifftcient fire to confuse the enemy untU a 
medium tank came forward to giv& aid, thereby contrU.>uting 
materially to the repulse o:f th$ counterattack. Ills initiative 
and devotion to duty reflect -the highest credit upon Privp.te Fir.st 
Class Atchison and the United States Naval Service." 

R·-\bilene., Kansas. 
f3- ... .R1chmond, Kansas • 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Nayy. 



!,O? .... f ~8~ r:eo . 
~~.,,~E:O 

~KKNO°i. 
1,ne }H:,VY . 



362517 e DGP-298-eln 
Cincpac 
App . So fN 2-1-45 
Serial 0401 
Signed JUL 5 1945 

The President of t~e Un i ted States t a kes pride in presenting 
the SILVER STAR MEDAL postht.Uno us l y to 

PRIVATE FIRS!' CLASS EDWARD ATHAIDE, USMCR . , 

: o r service as s e t f o r t~ in t h e fol lowi ng 

CITATION: 

"For conspicum::s gallantry and intrepidit y while 
s e r v ing with the Second Battalion, seventh Ma rines , First 
Marine Division, i n a ction against enemy Japanese forces on 
Peleliu Island, Palau Group, on 18 Septembe r 1944 . Whe n 
terrific enemy fire rendered his position untena b le and his 
squad was forced t o withdraw, Private First Class Athaide, 
in company with another Marine, crawled furt:her forward to 
the crest of the exposed position and heroically dire cted 
accurate automatic rifle fire against the enemy to cover 
the withdrawal of the remainder of his group and, although 
discovered by the enemy, nevertheless maintained a steady 
stream of fire against the Japanese emplacements, insuring 
the safe evacuation o f his squad before he was mortally 

· wounded. Private First Cla:,ss Athaide's exceptio nal fighting 
spirit and valiant , selfless conduct were in keep ing with 
the highest tradit~ons of the United States Naval Service. 
He gallantly gave h is life for his country." 

R--New Bedford, Mass. 
B--New Bedford, Mass. 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of t he Navy. 

SSM, perm cit, ltr fr CMC p res by CO, Boston, Mas s ., 10 -19-45, 
t o t he parents of the l a t e PFC Athaide, Mr. a nd Mrs. At haide. 
Form pres at MBks , Navy Yard, Boston , Mass . 



07840 
~ DGP-298-Navy-RDA 

FMFPac 
SPOT 
Serial 54754 
Signed~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

MAJOR ERNEST G. ATKINr JR., 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Commanding 
Officer of Company G, Second Battalion, Twenty-fourth 
Marines, Fourth Marine Division, in action against enemy 
Japanese forces on Iwo Jima , Volcano Islands , from 5 to 16 
March 1945 . Assuming command of a rifle company which had 
suffered several casualties among its company commanders 
and its key personnel, Major .Atkin reorganized the unit and 
led the assault against one of the strongest hostile 
positions in the divisicn zone of action. Personally 
directing the fire of two tanks by telephone in the face 
of accurate enemy fire, he w~~ g1rectly responsible for 
the two hundred yard advanc ~ is company. When his 
unit depleted by casualtie$~~o be dissolved and combined 
with another rifle company 0n 8 March, he assumed command 
of the remaining rifle company in the battalion. Skillfully 
reorganizing this company which had suffered severe 
personnel casualties with the result that only one original 
officer and one key non-commissioned officer r emained, 
Major Atkin led an assault against the last enemy pocket of 
resistance in the division zone of action and seized it 
although it had repelled many previous attacks. His 
tactical skill, exemplary leadership and courageous devotion 
to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
United States Naval Service." 

R--Gainsville, Fla. , 
B--Iowa City, Iowa. 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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The Prai:d.d~nt. of ~ho Ua:lt;.cJ t.tnten t1-1kea prid.e 1-n 
~resent1n : the i.iILV:En :;;T/1.H i.1FJ...i t .. ?ostbwuoualy to 

for service as set f ortn in 'l he following 

CITA'l'IOH : 
•?or oonspi:ou~u"' rull l'lint1•:r and. ln.,r.e\,,.1.dit; 1.;1 ~f.3l::lbe.r of 

tl10 3iJOond '!'ank"" Dtl·tt.~li(>n lloo~nn<..\i.ti:i.r, ',.0$ ?~r·t:r :.. tt.~ 01106 ~ o ';.}111 
Geoond Tank Bstt~lion, second u&rin~ u1v1aion, ~urins ~~tion against 
~n~m.y ~ap~nose roroea on Ts~~wt, 01l~ort I ~ladao. Nov0mber ~J, l 94i. 
Detyin.,' oonst~o.t dur, or fro~ c-::i.ed).J ~c.tc!:lt1!1- .:UO an.I mort5r i'i~e ·:1hile 
nesiet1~1." h1S un1t in l lyin .. v lt.:J·)-y rd l,;lllO \'>f' ot,.,~nne!. Ul"!rke-rs 
over ~ ahell n d ", bom'b-oook:ed c.or ... l re&f • £.Et r i_se;:t:.t tkin.s ve.l.i ~· ~tly 
~e:d~ of himrtel~ t1 t1u:n11n u,,r~er &n c.rder to itgn.. l a$s·.:.'J.lt tt·ne..a to 
~ ~ucoG et'ul lunc..intt ::in t11o 'boni:rnhe·d ~·hon th~ fl.oat~ ·J.tto C>r:rtod 

:•;. y b:: the hevvy · ur1. ·N;ieu, 'i..r~ t,l'H: ft·. O~ of c. l:·, c,at cert :i.u ;.iet-i th, 
he volunt i·i~Y 9:-~ 1t-ed ror,-:"ro ttnd o..: ri.Jucted -1 ;-9ocn.u,:i!!snnce 'it~i.in 
eneto1 line:- • ooL: tin , out t rg(,tt ~ l. hioh ou\jld h·'.>'-' hse.'!e oc3n u ~thcttid 
rro~ ~ l t,h1n tho tt1.n):s ~ nd uont.~nuing li1.e coum.tr:ecn;.~ af:\v;.~t~ uuti1 l".9 
wes ~illi>d by boetill'! tire. Hi.;; rt~lont 1 ~!le :·S. 0hti.n.t1. no1 ri ·~. <Lrin; 
~ggressiven""se and !1 e.!."oio [;elf-.s ·cr.if1<.h~ ,d.r<)c::i;ly o.,ntrlbut,;d t.o the 
sueoess of QU:" torc-,s in that t 1~0Q. .:,uc~ ~.iire i.a t;.o.opir~~~ .... i.tt\ the 
hl,:.!'lf9St tre.diti..;nt~ or t.be Unit<l~ Btr.t Of' :· vt,l c;arv!oo. He t•.,ll"-ntly 
gnve tis 11fe 1'or t•1A oountry .

0 

Fo7 th$ PreG:dunt, 

JAMES ro~A\. 

r, .• • Lonep1n,~, tl.ontnnn 
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Appd SofN 2-21-46 
Serial 52181 
Signed DEC 23 1946 

The President of the United States takes pride in presenting 
the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

PRIVATE WILLI.AM A. ATKINS, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

11 For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as a Forward Observer for the 81-rrun. Mortar Platoon 
of Headquarters Company, First Battalion, Seventh Marines, 
First Marine Division, in action against Japanese forces on 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 13 May 1945. Undeterred by 
intense enemy small-arms and mortar fire which had held 
up the advance of his company, Private Atkins boldly made 
his way through the concentration to an extremely exposed 
position atop a ridge, carrying a reel of wire and a 
telephone and, spotting an enemy field- gun, clamly and 
effectively directed mortar fire upon the hostile fieldpiece, 
silencing the weapon. By his undaunted courage in the 
face of grave peril, Private Atkins aided materially in 
the successful completion of his company's mission and his 
resolute conduct throughout was in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service.

11 

R •• Kalamazoo, Michigan 
B •. Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

For the President, 

JAMES FORREST AL 

Secretary of the Navy. 

SSM was presented to. the widow by OinC, USMCDHRS, New Federal 
Bldg., 213 W. Lafayette Ave., Detroit, Michigan on 28 Feb., 
1947. 
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Spot Award 
Serial 00462 
Signed , \J fl ,g44 

The president of the United states takes pleasure In 

presenting the sn;vER STAR MEDAL to 

FIMT LJEUTENl\NT ROBERT w. ATTR!PG~;, usMCR.,, 

for service as set forth in the following 

crrA'rroN: 
"For consplcu.ous gallantry and intre idity as }J)e:rnber 

of a B,econna.issance patrol transported by IW,1.bl:llill'!.ne and 
subsequently by boat to a Japanese-held Isl.and In the Pacific 
Area during the latter part of Dece:rnber, 11l43. With no 
previous knOWledge of enernY. strength or the attitude of 
natives to the Allied NatloOS, and with l.ilnlted means of 
escape, First Lieutenant Attridge unheSitatingly went ashore 
In the face of certain danger and, within an exceedhigly brief 
space of time, had secured wormation concernl.ng the strength 
o1 Japallese forces and their equipment and had determined 
the roost suitable beach for future landing as well as favor· 
able sites for bOrober and fighter strips, Disc011ered by the 
enemy and In danger of being captured by a hOstile party l 
possessing superior arms, First Lieutenant Attridge fought 
gallantly, assisting ln ambushing and killing three Japanese, 
wounding one and putting the remainder to :flight before 'IJ~ I , 
struggling ),ack through heallY seas to the rendeZIIOUS with!'.{> 

1 

!,Ile )lUbroarJne. ms outstanding skill, heroism and resource­
fulness in the successful execution of a vital roiSsion ,;,ere 
In keeping with the highest traditions of the United ~tates 

Naval service . j' 

R .. Salem, Mass. 
:Bi\SS.lem, Mass. 

For the President, 

JP:1..ES FGRrt£51'A1 

Secretary of the Navy. 

{ 
\ 



• • 

~e .Pre:.rident of the Unite-ti Stttte ta' .. es prlde in 
presenting Ui. i;JLV R STG.>.R :MED .L pCSth.W"!!OUS!y to 

RS'"t lEUT ~N~l~T ~.w-lH ,~. t'.t ¢ · D, UC!!: R., 

!or servtee ns set form in the following 

~noi1: 

0 .Fo.r co~-pieuvus gallonlr'; And 11'.ltrepi.dlty ua Battalicn 
1.>UXVey ~).ffice;r attached to tile i-"irst Battalion, Foartee11tb ft a ... 
rmes, Fourth Marine vision, ln aetion A.JP~t tmtiJmy jnpa­
nosE1 forces at Sai.pan, ii. arlina8 Island$. en le June 1 £)44. V. 1th 
nlmosl every tn$tnber ol .h1a section a casWllty wl,cn his ,aur ... 
vey party was vici~ attaek~.u by the enernr wmle attampttng 
lo astf.\blisll a batt.alWn torwal:d ebserv.:.:.tton po.st on nn exposed 
1~1<1ge, First Lieutenant .; twoc4 volurtw.?'111 braved heavy one.my 
mortar nn<i artillery lire to miru.Ste:t' ftr$t 111d to the wounded 
awi, work.itlg tirelessly and 'W1tii er,J.m ccumge, gallantly ,re. 
:matned in Ule area and :£\$Sis in tl!e evnc'Wi.tlen oi his me?l. n 
W..Siil:rJ.ng and valiant i der, It1 st J...ie~ng.nt twooo saved the 

· lives of many men who <.1t.beoose :mlght tulve pel'ished, mld his 
unwaw.rm evotic,n to d~ty mv.1nbl!ned t ereat personal rlsk 
w $ ln keeping wlc.h the tJ.gnest tr, tiltious ot ? e Uo!ted States 
~ vr.J ... ~t"'vice." , 

R ... -~~n f-'rancts~o, Callivl"l'..ltl 
B--~ • .endoclno, Callfornia 

E or .w President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 
$ec.:."et,.u7 >t ~ ·'ffi:vy. 

SSM & Perm. Cit. del v' '5 to [·Jidow, Mrs . Dean 
v. 4.twood; 1045 Leavenwortl} Jt ., San Fra:ncl sec, 
California, 1nfol'mally at her req_uest 4-7-45• 
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-

Serial 44RPR 8 19 Signed.~~~~~ 

The President or the United States takes pleasure in pre­
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

FIRST LIEUTENANT RUTHVEN A. AUBREY, 
UNITgD STATES J.JIJLBI NE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

1,:1~.-~'For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as an 
81-mm. Mqoo:,tar Platoon Leader, attached to Headquarters 
Company, Sec.ond Battalion, Twenty- sixth Marines, Fifth llfia.rine 
Division, in action against enemy .Japanese forces on I,vo 
.Jima, V'G>l.cano Islands, from 19 February to 10 l{arch 1945. 
Stationing himself ea~h day at an observatio~ post on the 
front lines to observe the enemy positions and direct mortar 
fire, First Lieutenant Aubrey maintained support for his batta­
lion at all times. On the night of 21 February, he set his mortars 
in position and, making a personal reconnaissance of an enemy 
avenue of approach desnite the darkness, succeeded in stopping 
a hostile counterattack and killing twenty of the .Japanese. 
On 10 March, he advanced beyond the front lines, detected 
enemy fortifications, and throughout the morning, directed 
his fire on one posi tion after another, t hus enabling the 
battalion to advance. Later, he ran forward through heavy 
rifle fire to obser,,e a newly discovered enemy target area and, 
although pinned down by hostile fire, continued to direct 
effective fire against the enemy until he himself was severely 
wounded by a Japanese machine gunner. First Lieutenant Aubrey's 
tactical skill and courageous fighting spirit in the face of 
grave danger were k~ · with the highest traditions of the 
United States Nav e · u 

R-- Summit Hill, Pa. 
B-- Summit Hill, Pa. 

For the President, 
: x ,, 1rc:oc ... 5or- h , , 1 
uG'M.~J..L:,jj ~..i.i,U • t.'.nJIJI 

;.:;,, -

Secretary of the Navy. 
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Serial 1163 
Appd SofN 3-1-45 
Signed OCT 19 1945 

The President of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to 

CORPORAL ROY N. AUER, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving with the Second Battalion, Tenth Marines, Second 
Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces 
on Saipan, Marianas Islands, 20 June 1944. Courageously 
volunteering to enter a blazing dump which contained vast 
supplies of artillery and mortar ammunition, Corporal ·Auer 
worked despeFately to extinguish the flames threatening 
further stores of explosives. Mortally wounded in carrying 
out his heroic task, Corporal Auer, by his alert initiative, 
superb daring and unflinching devotion to duty at the risk 
of his own life, upheld the highest traditions 0f the United 
States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his 
country." 

R •• Milford, Indiana 
B •• Milford, Indiana 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 

SSM, perm cit, ltr fr CMC pres by CO, Bunker Hill, Ind., 
12-11-45 to the parents of the late Corp Auer, Mr. and Mrs. 
George N. Auer. App pres with due publicity given. 



35r.95-7 
r>Gl"-2· ~eh 

• • 

Th~- Pre 1:e~nt ef· the United. ~t~ te':P taher r>lGasu.:--,:; ir> nre-
0"'!:.t!,n r, tne SII"'1 

• e .. AR E Dl'\i~ to 

:.For- conaplcuous gallantry nnd intrrep1d1ty whl.le 
e.erv!~ \\·1th B .B~tt!'ry ,- r:-r..ec1c::l eo.J.,OI,a BtAtt lion, 
s.ttacheli to tJ::€ ~"'L ..... ·t Mari!H:.ie , Fil•f' t . .r 1•1ne "':~1~1on, 
1u ccJLLc.:t e t int1t si.em y Ja;:,~nes~ t..11k fol''Ct>-t. ttt the 
i!l.~ut.h or tht- 1:atan1kau Riv~r, 1'!utH.ta1cu.nel, --c. lcr.:on 
l:!:l.,c.cui, on t~ 1.'.ight of Oc ober 2v,, 19-~!... 1 n~ 
~t t.er, dls,.:-~~s1·u 'for h1J o;sn ;~crscnPl !:.afety em.t 1n 
t ~ aoe ct tlBt:i."vY .J ""P· ne e f i re: • r!. "li ~'£. i.•;: ~ Clt:::: 
Auguqtyr.t~·\tic z at:ea~'fi t:tly to .... 1twd :?.t his po£ \ and 
w1 t.,1 th~ o ;ht=:r .ltiOet • • , 1 :. of b.1s 'tJ .. t t~ry eirccaf:dat.. in 
keepin. t,..,.0 cnti- t.~k g"'n 1.n nct1on untll the. enemy 
a~;t'1c,h .ro '1 c:.: pl1:tcly- rq:JUl€1;.d. Ri a sl' .. 1:11 , L~ns.city, 
id d tH.,.roic dav ot1on to dut7 ,:Cl'!! kflcp1uf; 1.al tr-1. the 
!'.ue~,e-.t tradi.tioi ~a of t!" .. i. Ur,lte~ ut~t-e~. ?:~v£-.l service. u 

p,,,.,. -i•l.1.:. 'l;; •~au'de-~t 
.. '.. ""'--~ • 4 ,;;:I~·· ... ... ' 

fRANK KNO~ 

R - Chicopee, Massachuset ts. 

B - Chicopee, Massachusetts, 4-17-1921. 
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Signed JUL 10 1947 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

SECOND LIEUTENANT VERNER E. AUSTIN, 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE, 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as the 
Leader of a 37-mm. Gun Platoon of Weapons Company, F irst 
Battalion , Eighth Marines , Second Marine Division, during 
action against enemy Japanese forces on Saipan, Marianas 
Islands , on 26 June 1944. Leading his platoon through 
heavily fortified Japanese territory, Second Lieutenant 
Austin succeeded in reducing an enemy position containing 
two strongly defended pillboxes and three ammunition dumps 
which\ were well protected by hostile fire. Although 

1?eriously wounded in the l eg during this action, he 
continued to advance, keeping his guns in action, until 
ordered to be evacuated for treatment of his wounds. His 
leadership and devotion to duty were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service . " 

R •. Terrell, Texas 
B •• Dallas , Texas 

For the President, 

JAMES FORRESTAL 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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DGP-298-ebg 

ComGenFMFPac Ser . 00406-45 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in 
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

SERGEANT CLAUDE M. AYALA, 
UNITED ST.ATES MARINE CORPS, 

for service as set forth in the followin g 

CIT.ATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while 
serving as Commander of a Medium Tank of Tank Company, 
Twenty-second Marines (Reinforced), First Provisional 
Marine Brigade, during action against enemy ·Japanese 
forces on Guam, Marianas Islands, 24 July 1944 . Going 
to the ass istance of a tank which had been disabled by 
eighteen direct hits from an enemy antitank gun, 
Sergeant Ayala maneuvered his tank to provide covering 
fire for the striken vehicle. Then, dismounting from his 
own tank under ifitense hostile fire, he shackled the two 
vehicles together and pulled the disabled tank to safety, 
thereby saving the crew from certain annihilation. His 
courage and devotion to duty were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service." 

R •• Los Angeles, Calif. 
B •• Fort worth, Tex. 

For the President, 

JOHN L. SULLIVAN 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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App. SoiN 1-18-45 
Serial 004451 
Signed..........irl ... p ....... ..-----~ 

The .?resident of the United States takes pride in 
presenting the SILVER STAR :MEDAL posthumously to 

PRIVATE FIB.ST CLASS CLARENCE EDtvARD AYERS, JR., USMCR., 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity ·vHille 
serving with the First Battalion, First Marines, First hi1a­
rine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on 
Peleliu Island in the Palau Group, on 16 September 1944. 
Volunteering to assist in removing casualties to the rear 
when no stretcher-bearers were available· during the sus­
tained attack on a fiercely defended coral ridge, Private 
First Class Ayers boldly made his way forward under a ter­
rific concentration of rifle and machine-gun fire and, leading 
litter-bearers to dangermmly exposed positions in front of 
their own lines, worked with untiring energy in directing and 
aiding the evacuation of wounded !.i!arines until he himself 
was fatally struck down by a burst of enemy fire. ~rivate 
First Class Pyers' intrepid initiative, resolute fortitude and 
cool courage in the face of savage, unceasing opposition con­
tributed materially to the saving of many lives, and his val­
iant devotion to duty reflects the highest credit upon himself 
and upon the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave 
his life for his country.'' 

SSM, perm cit, ltr fr CMC sent out 
8-14-45,but report of pres has not 
been red'd as of this date 2-5-46. 

Secretary of the Navy. 

R--Plymouth, N.C. 
B-- " ,, 

/- lff ;J. { 



• 

n--Groaae Ile, MicbJean 
B---Detro!t: Ya i;b!e;a:n 

• 

or the re~id~rlt, 

JAMES FOlh""tESTAL 
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