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1       (Beginning of Audio Recording.)

2        Okay.  This interview is

3  being conducted at 0911 on 11 September 2023 at

4  Robertson Barracks in -- outside of Darwin, Australia,

5  with  I'm the investigating

6  officer, .  I'm the 

7  .  This command

8  investigation was directed by 

9  , CG I MEF, in response to a Class A aviation

10  mishap resulting in the death of three servicemembers

11  and injury of several others.  I have a copy of the

12  appointment letter should you want to review it.

13       Okay.  An interviewing officer is a command

14  investigation -- is the impartial -- the impartial fact

15  finder for the commander.  Testimony taken by an

16  investigating officer and reports based on the

17  testimony may be used for official purposes.  Access is

18  normally restricted to persons who are cleared, clearly

19  need the information to perform their official duties.

20  In some cases, disclosure to other persons, such as the

21  subjects of an action that may be taken as a result of

22  information gathered by this investigation, may be

23  required by law or regulation or may be directed by

24  proper authority.

25       You might at a future date or have already
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1  been interviewed by -- as part of the Aviation Mishap

2  Board.  That is a separate inquiry from the command --

3  from this command investigation.  No statements that

4  you made as a part of that inquiry for the Aviation

5  Mishap Board will be provided to the command

6  investigation team.  Those are separate and distinct.

7  Statements made as part of the Aviation Mishap Board

8  are -- are privileged, and the command investigation

9  team does not have access to them.  Those statements

10  will be used for safety purposes only.

11       Prior to beginning this interview, you were

12  advised of your right under the Privacy Act and, if

13  applicable, your rights regarding the origins of any

14  injuries you sustained in this incident.  Do you have

15  any questions about that document?

16        No, sir.

17        Okay.  It is important

18  that the information you provide is complete and

19  truthful.  It is a violation of the UCMJ to knowingly

20  make false statements under oath.  Do you have any

21  questions?

22        No, sir.

23        Okay.  If so, please raise

24  your right hand and repeat after me.

25           
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1    having first been duly sworn, testified as follows:

2              EXAMINATION

3     Q.  All right.  Thanks.  All right.

4       So  can -- can you explain to

5  me what you were -- what part -- what role you had in

6  this mission to kind of to start the conversation in

7  the context of the interview?

8     A.  Yes.  So I am attached with the 363

9  Reinforced.  I'm a Huey pilot by nature, so I was

10  acting as the L&O for the brigade during the time of

11  the mishap.  So for the exercise, I was at Robertson's

12  Barracks --

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  -- with TACP.  Yeah.  So I had more of an

15  aviation interest in the planning process.  I was more

16  involved with the aviation side of the house.

17     Q.  Okay.  And just to be clear, you did or did

18  not fly in the event at all?

19     A.  Did not fly.

20     Q.  Okay.  All right.  So solely focused on the

21  -- the planning purposes.  So if you can, kind of talk

22  me through what you remember of mission planning as

23  best you can.  If you have -- if I -- I'll let you run

24  through it all, and if you -- I have follow-up

25  questions or things along the way, I won't stop you
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1  until you're kind of done.

2     A.  Yeah.

3     Q.  And I'll circle back with you, okay?

4     A.  Understood.

5     Q.  Okay.

6     A.  So planning H-1s we were escorting.  I knew

7  I wasn't on the event, but I -- in a ready room,

8  everyone is kind of onboard at the same time.  We were

9  working with the Osprey pilots, planning the mission.

10  For -- for escort in particular, everything works

11  backwards, right from the ground movement to the air

12  movement.  So we were working with them to kind of

13  finalize our plan because our plan is usually the last

14  to be finalized in that situation, just how the cookie

15  -- or the how the cake is cut.

16     Q.  Yeah.

17     A.  But I thought the planning was good on both

18  ends.  I thought we thought through a lot of things.

19  You know, with the two objective areas, there were a

20  lot of questions on how that was going to be handled,

21  but I thought both ready rooms were able to come

22  together pretty well and come up with a plan that was

23  executable and easily understood.  Simple plans are

24  easy to execute.

25     Q.  Yep.  Is that all?
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1     A.  (No audible response)

2     Q.  Okay.  So you say two ready rooms.  That

3  kind of piques my interest.

4     A.  So -- so --

5     Q.  Can you describe that?

6     A.  Two ready rooms in the sense where we have

7  the Ospreys that were not -- they're out of Hawaii.

8  We're not in the same squadron in total.  Those two

9  ready rooms coming together to plan, not -- not two

10  ready rooms planning on their own.

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  Sorry.  I --

13     Q.  That's all right.

14     A.  -- misspoke.

15     Q.  No.  That's fine.

16     A.  I just meant it in a sense, like, we don't

17  get to work with them --

18     Q.  Yeah.

19     A.  -- this squadron very often --

20     Q.  Yeah.

21     A.  -- at all.

22     Q.  Right.  So can we unpack that a little bit?

23  What was the first time that you were actually able to

24  train with 363?

25     A.  So we got on deck early July --
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1     Q.  Okay.

2     A.  -- out here as the H-1 deck.  And then we

3  were -- I wasn't a part.  I'm still a junior co-pilot,

4  so a lot of my -- I'm building the core stages of --

5     Q.  Yeah.

6     A.  -- of pilotage.

7     Q.  Yeah.

8     A.  But I know we've done a couple exercises

9  with those guys pretty early on.  I would say, if not

10  the end of July when we first got here, at the

11  beginning of August, we were -- we were incorporating

12  events --

13     Q.  Yeah.

14     A.  -- and -- and planning with the -- the 22

15  pilots.

16     Q.  So what I heard you, I just want to make

17  sure I understand.  So it really started in earnest

18  working with combined H-1, V-22 in, you say, late July,

19  early August, or was it more early August just to make

20  sure I understand it?

21     A.  So when you -- like, working with them in

22  the air or just, like, in general?

23     Q.  In -- in a -- in let's say a combined

24  objective area, like, so both platform series are in an

25  objective --
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1     A.  I would say late July.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  Yeah.

4     Q.  Gotcha.  Okay.  That's good context for me

5  to understand time and space, right?  So back to the

6  mission planning, can you -- can you describe what your

7  sense -- I -- I -- I understand you're a junior, so

8  this, you know -- and the -- the point here is, you

9  know, if you don't know, just say you don't know.  I

10  don't need you to speculate.

11     A.  Yeah.

12     Q.  So if I ask you a question and you don't

13  know, just say, I -- I don't know the answer to that

14  one, okay?

15     A.  Yeah.

16     Q.  Did you have a sense from the -- the B-22

17  side there was any issues with -- I -- I understand the

18  two objective areas you kind of alluded to there, and

19  I'm tracking that from the mission itself.

20       But for either one of the objective areas --

21  and so what I've -- did you get a sense from them that

22  they were uncomfortable or there's any anxiety with the

23  two objective areas?

24     A.  No, sir.

25     Q.  The flow of aircraft, no -- no issues --
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1     A.  Yes, sir.

2     Q.  -- no concerns from your point of view as

3  you understood it?

4     A.  No.

5     Q.  I also understand there was some back and

6  forth between the V-22's and the GCE in particular on

7  how many packs are going to get on the aircraft, how

8  many waves per zone, per objective area, if you will,

9  that were going to have to be worked.

10       Do you remember that?

11     A.  Yeah.  A little bit.  So originally, we were

12  supposed to have a C-17 insert as well.

13     Q.  A C-17 or --

14     A.  The Australian --

15     Q.  Okay.

16     A.  Or excuse me.

17     Q.  Maybe a C-27.  Does that make -- sound

18  better?

19     A.  Probably that one, sir.

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  They were supposed to be, but that fell off

22  probably two or three days before the execution.

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  But other than that, I don't think there

25  were any concerns from the 22 pilots.  I think they
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1  just wanted to get their timeline solidified so they

2  knew when they could, like -- when they'd have to take

3  off in order to hit the L hour that they were intending

4  because Alpaca and Cheetah were -- they just kind of

5  wanted to know, I think, that just to facilitate their

6  planning.

7     Q.  Okay.  And what -- and then what?  So you

8  had -- you said something about LR.

9       Was there -- what -- why was -- do you

10  remember what the LR was?

11     A.  It was 0920.

12     Q.  Okay.  Do you know why that number -- that

13  time was chosen?

14     A.  I do not, sir.

15     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  Did you ever hear any of the

16  B-22's discussing fuel loads?

17     A.  No.  Not yet, sir.

18     Q.  Did you ever hear any of the B-22's

19  discussing the amount of -- the weight of the packs?

20     A.  No, sir.

21     Q.  Okay.  No worries.  Okay.  Let's -- I'll --

22  I'll -- I'll circle away from that, and we'll -- we'll

23  talk relationships.  So you've had -- how long were you

24  working as the L&O here at Robertson Barracks?

25     A.  I showed up here 7:30 that morning.
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1     Q.  So that was the first time you'd kind of

2  been assigned to this duty?

3     A.  Correct.

4     Q.  Okay.  And since that time, have you stayed

5  here as the L&O?  No?

6     A.  No.  It was mainly my PTO wanted me to get

7  experience.  Since I wasn't flying in the mission, he

8  thought it would be a good experience for me to be --

9  see the ground side or see the -- how that was

10  executed.

11     Q.  Okay.  So was it just for this mission that

12  you were acting as the O&L?

13     A.  Correct.

14     Q.  Okay.  Gotcha.  Just for this mission.

15     A.  Yeah.  So it would just be that Sunday.  I

16  was going to go back to the ACE the next day.

17     Q.  Got it.  Okay.

18     A.  Yeah.

19     Q.  So I guess having -- okay.  Let's take this

20  back, then.

21       How many times have you personally -- have

22  you ever been in a mission planning situation between

23  ACE, elements, and a GCE prior to this event?

24     A.  On MRF-D or --

25     Q.  Yes.  On MRF-D.

Enclosure (27)

(b) (6)



1     A.  So we did -- we conducted fast rope with

2  Victor 31, so we had some GCE and ACE coordination.

3  And then this -- this event.  Those were my two.

4     Q.  Okay.  So I -- so on the previous event,

5  inside of the MRF-D construct, what was your -- your

6  sense for ACE-GCE interaction during that thing?

7     A.  I thought it was very good.  I don't know if

8  good is the right word, but information flow is great.

9  RFI's both ways.  We were able to troubleshoot a lot of

10  the things.  A lot of the -- don't call them issues,

11  but troubleshoot, like, for example, the for fast rope

12  in particular, the event that I was kind of

13  coordinating, the seats-out waiver.

14       And that was kind of a speed bump in the

15  planning process because it was going to delay our

16  timeline if we didn't have the seats-out waiver.  But I

17  was able to coordinate with GCE, and we were able to

18  get that information quick.  We found that that was

19  going to be an issue early on, and we were able to

20  coordinate that.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  But I thought the -- and it mainly was first

23  Lieutenant Watson who I was communicating with for

24  that, and he answered all the questions very

25  expediently.
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1     Q.  Yeah.

2     A.  And then there arrows also helped.

3     Q.  Yeah.  Okay.  Okay.  So let's compare your -

4  - so have you done -- you kind of alluded to when you

5  asked, like, in MRF-D.

6       Have you done combined ACE or, you know,

7  HMLA and GCE interactions before at any point in time -

8  -

9     A.  No, sir.

10     Q.  -- previous to come out here at MRF-D?

11     A.  No, sir.

12     Q.  Okay.  So this is your first exposure to it?

13     A.  Yes, sir.

14     Q.  Okay.  All right.  So it's hard -- you can't

15  compare and contrast?

16     A.  Exactly.

17     Q.  Okay.  Did you personally -- were you ever

18  involved in mission briefing to the command element

19  during this mission?

20     A.  No.  No, sir.

21     Q.  Have you ever seen or been part of any,

22  like, ACE to, you know, command element briefing,

23  confirmation brief, ever sat in the back of the room?

24       Nothing like that?

25     A.  No, sir.
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1     Q.  No?  Okay.  All right.  I don't mean that

2  shockingly, but, like, I'm surprised your PTO wasn't

3  like, you need to go listen to that, too.

4     A.  Yeah.

5     Q.  No worries.  Okay.  So really, in the

6  context of this, let me just -- I'll kind of recap

7  here.  So you're assigned to come here for this mission

8  to kind of help out in the mission planning for --

9  specifically for this mission set that was being worked

10  on between the VMM, HMLA, we'll call them, you know,

11  VMM Reinforced or ACE, and the GCE.  You show up 7:30

12  in the morning and start turning to go mission

13  planning.

14       What day was this; do you remember?

15     A.  This was Sunday.

16     Q.  This was Sunday.

17     A.  The -- the day -- I showed up here on the

18  day of the mishap.

19     Q.  So you weren't here during the mission

20  planning prior?

21     A.  So I was -- so mission planning in the sense

22  of, like, ground mission planning or, like, aviation or

23  --

24     Q.  So when everyone gets together around a map

25  --
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1     A.  Oh.  So I think that was two days prior.  I

2  was there for that.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  I was there for that.

5     Q.  Yeah.  Okay.

6     A.  Yes.  I don't remember --

7     Q.  So that was on Friday?

8     A.  I don't remember the exact date.

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  I just know it was prior to.

11     Q.  Okay.  Got it.  So you were there for that

12  mission planning?

13     A.  Yes.

14     Q.  So everyone is around the map, talking

15  through ground --

16     A.  Uh-huh.

17     Q.  -- tactical plan, landing plan, air movement

18  plan, loading and staging, the standards of assault

19  support life, right?  Okay.  Got it.  But you were also

20  -- so you did the mission planning.  You were part of

21  the mission planning for that.

22       What did you focus on when you were helping

23  be part of the mission planning?  And again, give me

24  context from your --

25     A.  Yeah.  So my task was pretty much timeline -
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1  -

2     Q.  Okay.  Okay.

3     A.  -- to see if we could -- because we were

4  notionally providing close air support in the objective

5  area.  So our flight lead, who was the section leader

6  for the event, wanted to know, like, if there was a

7  timeline that we'd be able to provide continuous cast.

8  So I was working timelines for both objective area,

9  Alpaca, and Cheetah.

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  Yeah.

12     Q.  Okay.  So I want to make sure I understand

13  this because when you say timeline, I'm thinking master

14  timeline for the event.

15       Was that your task, or was that --

16     A.  So not master timeline for the event.

17     Q.  Okay.

18     A.  I was more focused on H-1's and then just

19  providing -- because we had two sections providing

20  overlap --

21     Q.  Yep.

22     A.  -- of CAS so that --

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  -- we didn't have all four aircraft on at

25  one time and then leave -- and leave the ground guys
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1  with --

2     Q.  I understand.

3     A.  -- an hour of --

4     Q.  Okay.  Yeah, I just want to make sure I'm

5  putting in the right context.  So you weren't the

6  master mission --

7     A.  Yeah.

8     Q.  -- master mission timeline person.  You were

9  a focused mission timeline for H-1's --

10     A.  Correct.

11     Q.  -- for takeoffs, making sure you had

12  appropriate time on the station, handoff, battlefield,

13  handover timeline, that kind of thing?

14     A.  Yes, sir.

15     Q.  Got it.  Okay.  I'm tracking now.  Okay.

16  Cool.  All right.  I just -- I -- and I asked you this.

17  I just -- I want to circle back to not because I don't

18  believe you.  I just -- I want to make sure -- I don't

19  have that -- I don't recall it from the conversation

20  here.  Weight-wise, there was no -- when you -- when

21  the VMM was focused on that, you -- you probably

22  weren't in the area.

23       But -- so nothing that you remember that

24  they discussed, the weight of the packs, anything like

25  that?
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1     A.  No.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  No, sir.

4     Q.  Right.  That's -- that's critical for me to

5  understand in the context of discussing this with you.

6  No real ability to kind of talk about all that stuff

7  with you.  I'm thinking out loud now to the tape.

8  Okay.

9       Have you -- you've never worked with another

10  VMM prior?

11     A.  Correct.

12     Q.  Okay.  All right.  That makes that helpful.

13  Let me look at some other questions I had written down

14  just to make sure I don't miss anything with you,

15  brother.  Let me ask you this.  Switching topics,

16  command climate, what was your sense from your point of

17  view in the short amount of time from, you know, July

18  when HMLA shows up to when this mishap occurs?  It's

19  roughly around probably seven weeks at this point in

20  time.

21       What is your sense of command climate at --

22  at VMM-363 Reinforced?

23     A.  I thought it was great.  Yeah.  I think

24  everyone very -- we were very welcome from the get-go.

25  And I know, like, I've -- like you've alluded to, I've
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1  never been part of a reinforced squadron before, so I

2  didn't know how that was going to look.

3     Q.  Yeah.

4     A.  And it's, like, I don't know, the Osprey

5  folks like the H-1 kids.

6     Q.  Yeah.  Yeah.

7     A.  Very welcome from the get-go.  We were, you

8  know, not just in the workplace, but I would say there

9  was a cohesion outside the workplace as well --

10     Q.  Yeah.

11     A.  -- which I think helps bring unity to a --

12  to a unit.

13     Q.  Yeah.  Yeah.  Absolutely.

14     A.  Yeah.  So I -- yeah.  I don't think there

15  were any -- yeah.  I can't -- I can't recall a single

16  time where I thought there was an issue with the -- the

17  command where I was like, that's weird.  There was no

18  time --

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  -- that I ever thought about that.

21     Q.  No scuttlebutt friction amongst pilots --

22  pilots, maintainers, nothing like that?

23     A.  Nothing that -- that I ever heard.

24     Q.  No negative that you recall.  Okay.  That's

25  good to hear.  That's really good to hear.
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1       Did you ever get a sense that the -- the

2  VMM, the MV side and E-22 side proper, was kind of like

3  -- as they were getting closer towards being done with

4  a rotation here that there was a sense of complacency?

5     A.  Not in the slightest.

6     Q.  Okay.  Did you guys ever conduct a -- like,

7  a full VMM Reinforced kind of safety stand-down or op

8  pause at any point in time prior to the mishap?

9     A.  Prior to?

10     Q.  Yeah.

11     A.  Not -- not a -- not a safety stand down.

12  Naturally, with aircraft, we do have maintenance days,

13  so those kind of provide pauses in operations,

14  obviously, if we can't -- and we line those up usually

15  to have the -- the Osprey side and H-1 side to have

16  those maintenance days on the same so that everyone

17  could take that operational pause, even though it

18  wasn't labeled as an operational pause.

19     Q.  Sure.  Yeah.  Okay.

20     A.  But yeah.  No -- no official safety stand-

21  down --

22     Q.  Okay.

23     A.  -- in the -- the short time that I would've

24  been here.

25     Q.  Okay.  Yeah.  And no sense that people, you
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1  know, had had a lot of fatigue, they were exhausted,

2  kind of -- I'm trying to figure out how to put this to

3  make sure it makes sense.

4       You had no sense from the VMM pilots that

5  they were overworked, stressed out and -- and beyond

6  normal, like, hey, mission planning, kind of stress

7  that you get?

8     A.  Yeah.

9     Q.  Nothing that you had a sense of?

10     A.  No.  I -- no.

11     Q.  Okay.  That -- that's good.  Did you ever

12  have any suspicion or belief that the aviation

13  maintenance practices that were being conducted were

14  outside of any Marine Corps or Naval regulation --

15     A.  No, sir.

16     Q.  -- order, or directive?

17     A.  No, sir.

18     Q.  Everything seemed good?

19     A.  Yes, sir.

20     Q.  Okay.  All right.  We talked about all those

21  things.  Can we talk about op tempo since you got on

22  deck here in July?  What was your -- what was your

23  sense of the operational tempo as you kind of -- as you

24  guys got snapped in, again, in the context of your

25  experience, right?
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1       So what did you -- what was your sense of

2  the operational tempo?

3     A.  So I'll talk to the H-1 side of the house

4  first and then kind of bring it all together. H-1, we

5  were -- we were crawl, walk, run, especially getting

6  the aircraft off.  The -- the C-5 took some time just

7  to -- to kind of get our feet under us and then get

8  east of the area.  So that was kind of the -- the HMLA

9  deck's perspective on operational tempo when we got in.

10  I would say the VMM obviously had been here since

11  spring.  They were out at Talisman Sabre a couple weeks

12  after we got to the squadron, I believe.  I don't know

13  the timeline on when Talisman Sabre was.  But I felt

14  like they were in a -- a good groove of exercises as

15  well as, like, unit level training --

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  -- when we got there.  And then once we kind

18  of married up where we were in the -- the walking fast-

19  run phase, that's when we kind of started to integrate.

20     Q.  Okay.  Give me one second.

21       What was the first time you recall the

22  walking fast-run phase between HMLA and VMM?

23     A.  I would say probably that first -- that,

24  like, late August time frame.

25     Q.  Okay.
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1     A.  So that gave us about three weeks --

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  -- from when we got here -- from when the

4  aircraft got here for the HMLA.

5     Q.  Okay.  Just confirming, late July, not late

6  August?

7     A.  Correct.  Late July.

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  Did I say August?

10     Q.  You did.

11     A.  Oh, sorry.

12     Q.  It's all right.

13     A.  Late July.

14     Q.  Okay.  Okay.

15     A.  Apologies.

16     Q.  No.  That's fine.  I just want to make sure

17  I understood.

18     A.  Yes.

19     Q.  Yep.

20     A.  Yeah.

21     Q.  Okay.  And was it, from your perspective,

22  manageable op tempo or just -- yeah.

23     A.  Yeah.  Yes, sir.

24     Q.  Okay.  Was there any -- was a lot of -- most

25  of it daytime or nighttime?
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1     A.  During which?

2     Q.  During the late July to mid-August time

3  frame until late August.

4     A.  The majority, probably daytime.  And then

5  just H-1, I never was part of any night flights with

6  Osprey.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  I don't know if those took place.

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  But me personally, I was not part of.

11     Q.  Okay.  Can you talk me through as best you

12  can interactions between MRF-D and the Australian

13  Defence Force from an operations perspective?

14     A.  So I don't have a ton of context for this.

15     Q.  Yep.  I understand.

16     A.  I'm not on the totem pole those -- those

17  conversations are held at.  And so yeah.  I -- I don't

18  think I could even give you any good information on --

19  on that --

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  -- on how that --

22     Q.  Okay.

23     A.  -- fits because I'm usually attached to the

24  end of an e-mail chain and --

25     Q.  Yeah.

Enclosure (27)

(b) (6)



1     A.  -- and, like --

2     Q.  Did you ever get a -- did you ever hear

3  anyone get -- be frustrated with the interactions

4  between MRF-D and the Australian Defence Force?

5     A.  No.

6     Q.  Okay.  Ever recall reading an e-mail that

7  had anything like that?

8     A.  No, sir.

9     Q.  So from your perspective, generally a -- a

10  good interaction, good relationship between US forces

11  here as part of MRF-D and the Australian Defence Force?

12     A.  Yes, sir.

13     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  And then you -- you kind of

14  already answered my last question there with regards of

15  confirmation reason and what have you.  And you weren't

16  part of that, so that helps.  Okay.

17       Anything else that, you know -- that comes

18  to mind associated with any of the kind of questions

19  I've asked or anything else that you -- you can think

20  of associated with the mishap that you think might be

21  warranted for me to understand?

22     A.  No.  No.  I think you understanding, like,

23  what my role was, I think, probably helped your

24  question asking a little bit better.

25     Q.  It -- it does.  It does, absolutely, right?
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1     A.  Yeah.

2     Q.  It's in context of what -- what part do you

3  play and what did you see and what did you hear.

4     A.  Yeah.

5     Q.  Is -- is helpful for me to understand and --

6  and scope the -- the conversation a bit tighter.  Okay.

7     A.  Yes, sir.

8     Q.  With that being said, one last thing to --

9  just a closing reminder here.  You are advised that

10  this is an ongoing investigation.  You're directed not

11  to discuss your testimony with anyone else aside from a

12  duly appointed investigating official.  Make sense?

13     A.  Yes, sir.

14     Q.  All right.  And thank you for your time.

15        We can stop tape.

16       (End of Audio Recording.)
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1  already been, interviewed by part of the Aviation

2  Mishap Board.  That is a separate inquiry from this

3  command investigation.  No statements that you made as

4  part of that inquiry will be provided to this command

5  investigation team.  Statements made as part of the

6  Aviation Mishap Board are privileged, and the command

7  investigation team does not have access to them.

8  They're separate and distinct.  Those statements will

9  only be used for safety purposes from the Aviation

10  Mishap Board.

11       All right.  Prior to the beginning of this

12  interview, you were advised of your rights under the

13  Privacy Act.  And do you have any questions of that or

14  anything I've stated so far?  You're good?

15       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

16        Okay.  All right.  It is

17  important that the information you provide is complete

18  and truthful.  It is -- it is a violation of the

19  Uniform Code of Military Justice to knowingly make a

20  false statement under oath.

21       Do you have any questions?

22       THE WITNESS:  No, sir.

23        All right.  If you will,

24  raise your right hand.

25           

Enclosure (28)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1    having first been duly sworn, testified as follows:

2        Okay, thanks.

3              EXAMINATION

4  BY 

5     Q.  All right.  If you could for the record,

6  Cody, just, kind of, give us your name, what you do

7  here within the MRF-D, and then your background also,

8  as an aviator?

9     A.  Okay.  Good morning, sir.  My name's 

10  .  I'm the -- the GCE fair officer,

11  primarily.  We rotate through the Assistant Arrow/VAC

12  billets as appropriate.  My background is a Cobra

13  pilot.  I came out of flying last -- well, before I

14  checked -- checked into the battalion.  And then before

15  that, I was with the 11th MEU.  So I have some MEU

16  experience with the HMA Det, and I have some prior

17  enlisted time in the service as well.

18     Q.  Okay.

19     A.  If that helps.

20     Q.  Yeah.

21     A.  That's about it, sir.

22     Q.  Okay.  Any special quals that you -- quals

23  that you have as a -- a Cobra pilot?

24     A.  Nothing -- nothing special as a pilot, sir.

25  Just HC.
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1     Q.  Okay.

2     A.  Helicopter commander.

3     Q.  Okay.  All right.  Thank you.  And so when

4  did you arrive here in Australia?

5     A.  I arrived -- I arrived a little bit later in

6  May; I think it was May 5th.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  Or at least that's when I departed San

9  Diego.

10     Q.  Yep.

11     A.  Because I went up to the TACP training event

12  in Idaho for that first month while they came out here.

13  I went to that course to work on my instructor

14  syllabus, and then joined the -- the group out here.

15     Q.  Okay.  So prior to May 5th, no time

16  officially with the regiment or the battalion,

17  whatsoever, underneath that; is that correct?

18       I guess what I'm trying to get at is, were

19  you with the regiment or the battalion when they did

20  Steel Knight last year?

21     A.  Oh.  Yes, I was.

22     Q.  Okay.  Okay, you were.

23     A.  So I was -- I was with 31 --

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  -- since October 2nd.
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1     Q.  Okay.

2     A.  2nd or 3rd.

3     Q.  Okay.  And that's 2022?

4     A.  Of '22.  Yes, sir.

5     Q.  Okay.  I just want to make sure, okay.

6     A.  Yep.

7     Q.  So since your time out here in early May,

8  we'll focus on MRF-D first and foremost.

9     A.  Okay.

10     Q.  Since you got here, in the early May time

11  frame, how many times, opportunities, did you -- were

12  you involved in mission planning, whether it be unabomb

13  training or, kind of, exercise kind of things, as

14  you've been here at MRF-D?

15       Can you kind of give me your history with

16  that?

17     A.  Most -- most of the exercises -- so let's

18  see.  Croc Response.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  Southern Jack.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  Well, parts of Southern Jack.  We -- we

23  started rotating out once --

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  Once the pace built up, the -- us three FACs
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1  started rotating, but -- in some way, shape, or form.

2  So that was two.  And then Talisman Saber, Pred Run,

3  IPE.  So at least five, sir.

4     Q.  Okay.  So just for -- a little bit louder,

5  so I can get it on tape there.

6       So what I heard you say was, Croc Response;

7  yes or no?

8     A.  Yes, sir.

9     Q.  Parts of Southern Jack route?

10     A.  Yes, sir.

11     Q.  Talisman Saber?

12     A.  Talisman Saber.

13     Q.  Predator Run?

14     A.  Yes, sir.

15     Q.  And a little bit of Inter-Pacific Endeavor?

16     A.  Yes, sir.

17     Q.  All right.  Cool.  Okay.  And then how many

18  of those -- in those planning sessions were you

19  involved in planning with the Otani Osprey east side of

20  the VMM reinforced?

21     A.  All -- all five of them --

22     Q.  Okay.

23     A.  -- in some way, shape, or form -- so if --

24  you know, and like the IPE, for example, it was --

25  there was no planning on the front side.  I wasn't
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1  involved in the planning --

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  -- for IPE.

4     Q.  Yep.

5     A.  But I was ex-con that went out there, and so

6  then I communicated with the ACE to -- to do

7  administrative things.

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  So I don't know if that counts towards your

10  question --

11     Q.  Yeah.

12     A.  -- but I was involved --

13     Q.  What I'm trying to get a sense of, as I go a

14  little bit further into the conversation with you here,

15  is your knowledge of how -- how the VMM was operating

16  and how they were planning things And so --

17     A.  Uh-huh.

18     Q.  -- I think with four, plus exercise control,

19  you've got a pretty good understanding, from your

20  perspective and your experience, of how the VMM was --

21  was planning things and, kind of, executing things.

22     A.  Uh-huh.

23     Q.  So in all five of these events, any concerns

24  that you ever had with how the ACE, of the VMM in

25  particular, was planning their missions as they were
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1  working through things?

2       Was there anything that kind of felt

3  abnormal to you, or out of place, you know, compared to

4  your experience during Steel Knight, which we can --

5  we'll get to in a minute.  But just want to compare and

6  contrast, if you can, the best you can, like, how were

7  they as -- as mission planners?

8     A.  I mean, they were great.  Honestly, I was

9  impressed by how -- how they were holding things

10  together and planning and executing on the timeline

11  they had, with as many exercises as what they were

12  supporting.  The best one and the most involvement that

13  I had with them in the planning process was Talisman

14  Saber, and getting out to Sugar.  Because that's --

15  that was the portion that I was involved in most

16  directly.

17     Q.  Okay.

18     A.  Very detailed load plans, weight and

19  balances, environmental factors.  Because it was -- we

20  were taking a lot of things and people out there, and

21  even further down to Townsville, and the -- not

22  Townsville exactly, but the -- Wet Sunday and that

23  objective down to the south.  So it was, you know,

24  multiple legs.  So that -- that was the most planning

25  experience I had with them.  And that was -- you know,
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1  that was a very long process to -- multiple weeks,

2  multiple joint planning sessions with the command

3  element and opportunities for us to all get together

4  with the C-130s.  And everybody planned together.

5     Q.  Okay.

6     A.  And then even some of the other smaller

7  ones, it seemed like they were getting the information

8  they needed for that particular mission.  My biggest

9  concern was just being too many places at one time or

10  just getting spread too thin.

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  I never really had any concerns about

13  mission planning.

14     Q.  Okay.  But just depth of bench?

15     A.  Yes, sir.

16     Q.  Okay, yeah.  So let's -- let's -- I might

17  want to close the conversation on -- on Steel Knight

18  real quick, and then we'll move back into MRF-D kind of

19  stuff.

20       So do you remember who you -- who you

21  trained with during the Steel Knight last year and kind

22  of as part of the PTP for this?

23     A.  It was --

24     Q.  And if you don't recall precisely, just, you

25  know, do you -- East Coast/West Coast squadron?
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1     A.  It was West Coast.

2     Q.  Okay.  Okay.

3     A.  Both -- both the Camp Pendleton squadrons.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  I forget what the -- what the others were.

6     Q.  In comparison, other than the off tempo --

7  you know, take the off tempo piece aside, as what

8  you've done in MRF-D, comparing the quality of the --

9  the training or the quality of the planning and

10  execution that you, kind of, were part of while here at

11  MRF-D.

12       How do you compare that to -- that to what

13  you, kind of, did during Steel Knight; the same level

14  of quality?  Better?  Worse?

15     A.  Throughout all the exercises or one --

16     Q.  Yeah.

17     A.  That's -- that's difficult to answer, sir --

18     Q.  Okay.

19     A.  -- because of the -- the timeline.

20     Q.  Yeah.

21     A.  I felt like when we -- when we had -- when

22  we had the time and -- and people, it was -- it was

23  very well.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  But some of the other -- let's see.  I want
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1  to say it was -- IPE was a -- yeah, I think for the

2  most part, the -- the planning was -- was similar to

3  what I saw at Steel Knight.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  As far as, like, a joint planning session

6  between the ACE, at least the ACE and the GCE, we

7  didn't have any HOMA involvement until IPE, or sorry,

8  until Pred Run --

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  -- for MRF-D.

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  Which I didn't -- I didn't actually get to

13  see that final -- I planned everything for Pred Run up

14  until the last week of planning.  And then I went up to

15  the Philippines for IPE.

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  And then came back for execution.  So I

18  didn't really get to see the last -- the very last part

19  of the full integration.  But there was -- there was so

20  much planning for IPE or, sorry, for Pred Run before.

21  I mean, we'd been planning Pred Run for months.

22     Q.  Yeah.

23     A.  So that -- but that final piece, I didn't

24  really get to see that come together, but I was still -

25  -
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1     Q.  Okay.

2     A.  -- still, like, reading the emails and

3  different chats and stuff.  So --

4     Q.  Just to confirm, , from what you're

5  telling me, this was the first opportunity for H-1s

6  combined objective area, if you will.  Especially, that

7  you can recall, this is the first combined objective

8  area with V-22s and H-1s, since you've been out here at

9  MRF-D?

10     A.  Yes, sir.

11     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  Interesting.  So were you

12  involved -- let's do get into Pred Run then.  So other

13  than the -- kind of everything that happened before the

14  confirmation beef -- brief to you and 

15  around 10 of August, before everyone hops on the ship

16  to go, kind of, support IPE post, that time frame.

17       Were you involved in the mission planning

18  for Pred Run, or were you not on deck?

19     A.  10 of August --

20     Q.  Kind of, more focused -- I'm -- I'm more

21  focused around the 23 to 26th August time frame; were

22  you involved in any of that detail planning here

23  between the ACE and the GCE, on the actual insert into

24  Bell Wild?

25     A.  Not as much as -- that -- so I left on the -
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1  - the 17th --

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  -- and returned on the 25th.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  So that -- that's what I was saying, I

6  didn't get to be part of that last --

7     Q.  Gotcha.

8     A.  So yeah.

9     Q.  So were you -- so were you involved and were

10  you at least in the room during that, kind of, more

11  detailed grand tactical plan, landing plan, air

12  movement plan, all the stand and fight phases of an

13  assault support or an air assault, right?

14       So were you part of that conversation, part

15  of that planning?

16     A.  No, sir.

17     Q.  No?  Okay.  So who was covering down on that

18  for the battalion?

19     A.  It was .

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  The .

22     Q.  Okay.  So just to confirm, you weren't

23  involved, weren't in the room at all, anything -- just

24  to confirm that you weren't involved in any of that?  I

25  just want to make sure I'm tracking correctly.
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1     A.  No, sir.

2     Q.  Okay.  That's fine.  I just -- I want to --

3  it'll help me shape a little bit more of the

4  conversation, the questions --

5     A.  Okay.

6     Q.  -- away from that detailed mission planning

7  piece.

8     A.  Uh-huh.

9     Q.  Did you have a chance to review any of the

10  products or anything associated with the -- this in

11  particular -- this particular air assault mission prior

12  to the -- the execution of it?

13     A.  I did, sir.  I -- I touched base with

14   when I got back to, you know, get the

15  details that I couldn't pull from emails and --

16     Q.  Yeah.

17     A.  You know, there's a lot of details that --

18  that I, kind of, had to -- to gather before execution.

19     Q.  Yep.

20     A.  And then getting the -- the Bravo Command

21  set up so that we could, you know, monitor and be ready

22  to take over if Alpha Command was -- went dark or

23  anything.  So -- yeah, just getting all the products

24  and getting the -- the plan.  It seemed like it had

25  been thought of, you know, the detailed planning, the
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1  H-1.  The HOMA had inserted their considerations and --

2  and it seemed like, from -- from where I was sitting,

3  it seemed like everything was being conducted

4  appropriately.

5     Q.  Okay.  As you reviewed the products,

6  anything that kind of stood out to you as abnormal or

7  just non-standard from -- you know, from an ASTAC SOP

8  perspective, or anything else along the way?

9       You know, from your experience as an

10  aviator; did anything seem abnormal?

11     A.  No.  Not that I recall, sir.

12     Q.  All right.  Cool.  Do you happen to recall

13  what the load or per -- the weight per pack that was

14  used; do you recall that at all for this mission?

15  Like, how much did -- how much they estimated?

16     A.  I don't, sir.

17     Q.  Okay.  That works.  So any -- so just to

18  recap this portion.  You got back the 25th, and you,

19  kind of, tried to get up to speed.  Once the products

20  were, kind of, completed, you reviewed them.

21  Everything seemed good from your point of view, no

22  issues with, you know if you were flying in or anything

23  like that, no issues.  You felt comfortable, like, this

24  is -- this seems like a pretty easy standard, kind of,

25  assault support mission, especially with a little bit
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1  of MEU experience, right?

2     A.  Yes, sir.  It seemed pretty -- pretty

3  straightforward, and it seemed like -- it seemed like

4  the -- the steps had been complete.  And I honestly

5  didn't check the weights.  I didn't -- I didn't -- it

6  didn't cross my mind as a Cobra guy.  I usually check

7  the packs' numbers, you know, to make sure I can follow

8  along with the -- with the ejector grade, make sure of

9  the packs in, packs out counts but --

10     Q.  Yep.  Yep.

11     A.  -- I usually don't worry too much about the

12  weights.

13     Q.  Yeah, I understand.

14     A.  Kind of, going back to the --

15     Q.  Hey, no worries.  I got you.  Okay.  So a

16  little bit of segue into some other things I, kind of,

17  want to talk about here.  Let's circle back to a little

18  bit of -- of command relationship things.

19       So since you've been here, how would you

20  describe the relationship between you and the GCE and

21  the ACE in general?  Positive?  Bad?  You know, was

22  there friction and frustrations during planning that

23  you had, kind of, conducted?

24       Anything you can kind of shed some light on

25  there, just with the relationship between the two
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1  organizations?

2     A.  There were times when it was frustrating,

3  trying to -- trying to communicate -- you know, between

4  trying to find the balance of how can we support each

5  other and support training --

6     Q.  Yeah.

7     A.  -- versus not trying to get too much into

8  their business.

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  I think a lot of times they had to, kind of,

11  stiff arm -- stiff arm the -- the small talk about what

12  we can support each other with.  Because they were

13  getting asks from a lot of different entities, not just

14  from us.  So that was frustrating at times.  But I

15  think for a good reason, trying to see it from their

16  perspective, of trying to not get over-tasked.

17     Q.  Yeah.

18     A.  So I can understand that.  And now seeing

19  what -- seeing it from, you know, hindsight, they had

20  been extremely busy and so I -- I understand that part

21  of it.

22     Q.  Yeah.

23     A.  But when it came to planning, like planning

24  sessions and stuff where we were doing, like, a -- a

25  cell or a -- an APB, or just a joint planning session,
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1  they were -- they usually sent a very competent planner

2  who was super easy to work with.  So --

3     Q.  Okay.  How would you compare that to

4  interactions, if you had any, with the LCE folks?

5     A.  LCE.  I very rarely interacted with LCE.

6     Q.  Okay.  That makes sense, especially in the

7  air shop, right?  Okay.  And the -- the answer can be

8  like, I don't know, and I don't -- you know, I didn't

9  really do much.  So that -- and that's fine.

10     A.  Uh-huh.

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  Yeah, the most I did was with their OPS so -

13  - and she was super, super nice.  Wanted to get into

14  the air planning cycle, and make sure, you know,

15  everything was kosher between the --

16     Q.  Uh-huh.

17     A.  -- command element, us, and them.  But that

18  was about -- that was the --

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  -- extent of it, sir.

21     Q.  What about the command element itself, what

22  was your interaction with them?

23     A.  It was -- it was difficult with the --

24  especially on the -- the air shop side, because two

25  young captains running the -- the command element air
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1  shop, where it should be a major.

2     Q.  Yeah.

3     A.  And, like, a WTI major --

4     Q.  Yeah.

5     A.  -- and a captain.  And they were getting --

6  well, I won't say this for a fact, but it seemed like

7  they were getting suppressed with other non-air shop

8  things.

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  So it was -- it was hard to -- sometimes I

11  felt like we didn't get the information we -- we should

12  have on a regular basis.

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  But since we're all friends and, you know,

15  we -- we all get along, it was easy to just send them a

16  quick text message and be, like, hey, you know, what's

17  up?  Pull information that way.  But otherwise, I would

18  say they were -- they were doing a good job with

19  managing the SR process and trying to create an SOP for

20  air operations, which to my knowledge, doesn't exist.

21     Q.  It does not, other than a draft.

22     A.  So that's kind of -- kind of crazy to me.

23     Q.  Yeah.

24     A.  So yeah, considering all that, I would say

25  they -- they did well with trying to balance operations
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1  and air planning within the MAGTOW.

2     Q.  Okay.  We talked a little bit about Op TUPA

3  (phonetic), so I think I'm pretty -- pretty comfortable

4  with where we stand, from an operational, kind of, look

5  of things -- you know, from -- from what we discussed.

6  So I don't want to delve into that any further.

7       What was it like, from your perspective,

8  working with the Australians?  Was it easy?  Was it

9  challenging?  If it was challenging, why was it

10  challenging?  If you can, kind of, describe that for

11  me.

12     A.  The Australian -- the one AVIN squadron

13  leader, he was -- from very early on, he had things

14  planned out.  Like, he already had the air space

15  reserved.  He already had -- he was already talking to

16  approach and departure control -- sorry, Darwin

17  approach and departure.  And I was very impressed with

18  -- man, he's even -- he's already got all this stuff

19  done, and we haven't even started detailed planning

20  yet.

21       But I think they also do it every year, so

22  maybe that's why.  But I was -- I was very happy with

23  that.  And that was, you know, a couple of months ago,

24  before the exercise even started.  So -- and then they

25  have their -- learning more about their TACP, they call
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1  their -- some say their MAOC and TACP.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  And he'll be able to talk more about that

4  but -- and then rolling forward into the incident.  It

5  was very helpful to have them be in the seat, too, in

6  that moment.  They provided very useful information and

7  communications for us.

8     Q.  Okay.  Along those lines, I guess, for the

9  mishap and -- and -- and, kind of, before that.  From

10  your point of view, force protection -- force

11  protection-wise, and really, kind of, focus on CASEVAC

12  MEDEVAC procedures.  What were -- what are your

13  thoughts on -- that's probably not the right way of

14  putting that question.  Forgive me.

15       What mechanisms, did you understand, were in

16  place to do CASEVAC MEDEVAC here in Australia?

17     A.  So they had a primary CASEVAC plan, the air

18  CASEVAC, where they had helicopters staged on Bilbo

19  Island for the, you know -- you know, for an incident

20  or CASEVAC.  Which from my perspective, was very

21  effective.

22     Q.  Yeah.

23     A.  They had those guys in the hospital before

24  we even got word of numbers -- exact numbers, the Z

25  list, you know.  It was like, oh, there's already --
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1  they were on their second run, you know, and we were

2  still trying to figure out who was, you know, involved

3  --

4     Q.  Sure.

5     A.  -- and missing and all that stuff.  So --

6     Q.  What about prior to this, all the other

7  exercises and -- and things you had done with them.

8  What was the -- kind of the -- what was the lay down

9  for CASEVAC/MEDEVAC?

10     A.  It was usually the -- for -- for air

11  CASEVAC, it was the contract.  You know, they have the

12  -- the Northern Territory CASEVAC, or MEDEVAC, coverage

13  and then also a specific -- from my understanding, the

14  specific CASEVAC platform contract for a large event

15  like this.

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  So from my perspective, it seemed like they

18  were very easy to work with.

19     Q.  Any concerns with that -- that use of a

20  contract for -- for CASEVAC to support the GCE events?

21  Was there any concern within the GCE itself, or was --

22     A.  No.  I don't -- not that I'm aware of, sir.

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  Because I don't -- I don't think any -- I

25  mean, I don't think anybody really thinks about the,
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1  you know, what if all 23 have to be CASEVACed.

2     Q.  Sure, sure.

3     A.  You know, it's the onesies and twosies that

4  everybody thinks about.

5     Q.  Yeah.

6     A.  So I don't -- I can't recall if that was

7  actually part of the -- the CASEVAC considerations in

8  that part of planning or not, sir.

9     Q.  Okay.  Gotcha.  Switching a little bit here

10  to -- and forgive me, I don't mean to be all over the

11  place.  But I guess I am today.  So confirmation

12  briefs.

13       Since you've been here at MRF-D, how would

14  you compare them to -- based on your MEU experience,

15  how would you compare a confirmation brief here at MRF-

16  D versus a confirmation brief there at MEU?

17     A.  Honestly, pretty -- the -- the MEU

18  confirmation briefs were very much more thorough, it

19  seemed like.  The ones here, it would be multiple

20  confirmation briefs, especially for a joint exercise,

21  understandably, because, you know, there's different

22  commanders and, you know, different entities briefing -

23  - briefing from the bottom up.

24     Q.  Yeah.

25     A.  So I was still trying to wrap my head around
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1  that part of it, and how it didn't -- how it didn't --

2  you know, I don't want to be the guy who's like, well,

3  in the MEU we -- you know.  But it was different.

4     Q.  Yeah.  Because -- so from questions and

5  interviews that I've conducted to date, what I get a

6  sense of is there was -- post-confirmation brief; there

7  could be changes made.  And -- and partly, it's

8  because, for example, I think the confirmation brief

9  for Predators Run happened on -- like, on or around 10

10  -- 10 of August.

11     A.  Uh-huh.

12     Q.  And there's a lot of time.  It's not much,

13  like, you know, different than a MEU, right?  Where you

14  could do a confirmation brief, and then we're out the

15  door to go execute.

16     A.  Yes, sir.

17     Q.  So there's a little bit of understanding in

18  that.  But I think one of the things I'm trying to get

19  a good sense of here, and I think I've got it.  And

20  you're -- you're reinforcing it.  Is that, yeah, there

21  were -- I mean, there was -- there were changes that

22  occurred post-confirmation brief, and it's not like a

23  MEU.

24     A.  Right.

25     Q.  And I think that's critical for me to
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1  understand, as the command investigator, and try to

2  communicate that appropriately.  So --

3     A.  Yes, sir.  Because I went -- well, I mean, I

4  will add it was a very drastic change from when I -- I

5  was at the confirmation -- that confirmation brief, and

6  then left to the Philippines.  And while I was out

7  there, it was, oh, we went from V-22s are on standby to

8  the C-27s, to now V-22s are the primary.  And then I

9  think it changed back at some point, and then it

10  changed again.  And then the C-27 fell out.  And now

11  it's -- you know, it is what it is.  But very drastic

12  changes out there.

13     Q.  Yeah.  Was there any concern associated with

14  those drastic changes inside the GCE or the air shop

15  here at the battalion?

16     A.  I mean we -- we, as the arrows -- or I mean

17  we joked about it, you know.  V-22s, you know, they've

18  got half of their squadron up in the Philippines with

19  key personnel.  And then, it's like, they're trying to

20  make this their -- another primary event.  And just the

21  rest of the GCE wasn't -- wasn't really surprised

22  either because, you know, they're -- they're getting

23  spread so thin and -- so yeah, it's -- it wasn't a

24  surprise.

25     Q.  What wasn't a surprise?
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1     A.  Just the -- the change -- the changes.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  Yes, sir.

4     Q.  Gotcha.  Okay.  All right.  If you could,

5  give me your sense of the command climate over at 363?

6     A.  I would say a little -- a little stressed.

7  They work -- you know, they work a lot.

8     Q.  Yep.

9     A.  I feel bad talking about it.  I've got one

10  or two friends over there that I've talked to,

11  personally.  He works way more than any GCE, maybe --

12  maybe not the OPS-O, but they work a lot.  And they're

13  always, you know, between -- especially once -- after

14  Southern Jack -- or I'm sorry, after Talisman Saber.

15  Just getting pulled -- you know, air show, Talisman

16  Saber, IPE, I think they were doing Helicon Look, if

17  they still did that or not.  But it was -- I was just

18  baffled by how much they were trying to do.

19     Q.  Yeah.

20     A.  And when they're -- when they're back here,

21  they don't -- it didn't seem like they were getting

22  time off.

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  You know, to take leave.  Or it was like,

25  okay, you can get Sunday off, but you know -- and
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1  that's just perspective.  I'm not saying that for a

2  fact.

3     Q.  Yep, I appreciate it.

4     A.  But just my perspective.

5     Q.  Yep.  No, that's a great caveat there.

6  That's what I needed to hear from you.  With -- with

7  regards to that it's your perspective, you know, on

8  what was going on command climate-wise.

9     A.  Yes, sir.

10     Q.  Did you ever get a sense that as, kind of,

11  your time here, and their time here, more importantly

12  VMM time, like, they were -- was there a sense from you

13  that they were becoming complacent or lacked focus, or

14  they were more focused on getting home?

15       Were they -- were they able to stay focused

16  on missions that they were still working on here?

17     A.  From my perspective, I wouldn't say there

18  was a -- a get home-itis.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  I would say it was a, like, exhaust.  You

21  know, I'm burnt out.  I would -- I would say that would

22  be more of my opinion --

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  -- of their -- their state --mental state.

25     Q.  Yeah.  Okay.  I think the last question I
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1  have right now for you, , is, you know, prior to

2  this mishap, did you ever get a belief, suspicion,

3  anything like that, that the aircraft that the Marines

4  from the -- the -- or not the BLT, but the GCE were

5  flying out were unsafe?  Or there might have been

6  unsafe, you know, maintenance practices over there at

7  VMM world?

8     A.  Maintenance-wise, I would -- I -- I don't

9  think -- I mean they had the -- that gear box issue

10  earlier, or I guess that was since later last year.  I

11  never got a sense of their maintenance being weird.

12     Q.  Okay.  You felt comfortable -- you know, if

13  you or Frank could get on the back of a V-22, you'd get

14  on the back of a V-22?

15     A.  Yes, sir.

16     Q.  Okay.  Cool.  Let me look through my notes

17  here real quick, , and then I think we'll be able

18  to wrap up here.  All right I think that's it.

19       One last, kind of, closing comment here.

20  Before I -- before I do that, anything else you think

21  that you'd like to add that I haven't asked you about,

22  that feels warranted for the record?  You know, facts,

23  excuse me, associated with this -- this mishap?

24     A.  I -- the only thing I would add is I wish --

25  I wish we could have done -- and I said this throughout
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1  other exercises, just kind of casually to the OPS-O

2  and, probably, to some -- some buddies.  But I wish we

3  had done just one MAGTF exercise thoroughly and

4  correctly, instead of trying to do all these, you know

5  -- or trying to do everything, and we haven't done a

6  single one -- a single one to its full potential.  I

7  think that's very important to highlight in this -- in

8  this time.  Yeah.

9     Q.  So can you -- I think I understand what

10  you're saying, but just to be clear.  If you could --

11  when you say full MAGTF exercise or event, can you just

12  describe what you mean when you say that?

13     A.  Well, like, something you would see from a

14  MEU, you know, with the HOMA.  We didn't get it until -

15  - until late.

16     Q.  Yeah.

17     A.  I think they did some -- some ULT, which I -

18  - I wanted to add.  I think they did ULT together.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  But as far as an exercise, the -- the Pred

21  Run was the first.  Let me make sure I've got that

22  right.  Yeah, besides ULT --

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  -- to my knowledge, that was the -- the

25  first integrated.  So yeah, I think -- I think that was
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1  the -- the closest one that felt like a -- a MAGTF

2  exercise.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  And that still wasn't really to its full

5  potential.

6     Q.  Yeah.

7     A.  Does that answer your question, sir?

8     Q.  It -- it does.  It does.  Yeah.  I just want

9  to make sure I'm not reading into it, so that's why I

10  need you to, kind of -- kind of, expand on it, as

11  opposed to what I -- what I think you're saying.

12  That's -- that's important to me.  So what you're

13  really talking about is the ACE -- ACE and GCE

14  integration, but a full ACE, meaning all type model

15  series in an objective area --

16     A.  Uh-huh.

17     Q.  All the, you know, as many GCE players as --

18  as our support when we get into an objective area.  And

19  even then, I think, for as you -- as you say, this

20  wasn't even a full MAGTF event because no -- were there

21  LCE Marines attached to the insert?  I think the answer

22  to that is no.  There might have been, but I'm not

23  tracking that.

24       And so really, there wasn't a full-blown,

25  you know, kind of, mission to rehearse in -- in -- in
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1  the -- and as you look at the PTP or the TP of -- of

2  MRF-D.  Just, kind of, delving into that is something

3  I'll go back and -- and do, based on your comment

4  there.  Just to -- to kind of -- to your point, we

5  probably need to have that in the -- in the -- in the

6  PTP at least, or something to that effect.  Okay.

7  Copy.

8     A.  Yeah, because we didn't have the -- you

9  know, we -- we finally got a composite ACE.  And then -

10  - but then we didn't have their full attention.

11     Q.  Yeah.

12     A.  Their -- you know, their -- their main

13  leadership was at that IPE and --

14     Q.  Yeah.

15     A.  -- they -- they still had a good crew down

16  here, from what I saw.  But it just wasn't their focus

17  -- their main focus.

18        Right.  Okay.  All right.

19  Thank you for your time today, .  One last comment

20  here.  You are advised this is an ongoing

21  investigation, okay?  You're directed not to discuss

22  your testimony with anyone, aside from a duly appointed

23  investigating official, which would be myself or one of

24  the three officers that is here with me at this time.

25       THE WITNESS:  Okay.
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1        Okay.  Any questions?

2       THE WITNESS:  No, sir.

3        All right.  Thank you for

4  your time.

5       THE WITNESS:  Thank you, sir.

6        I appreciate it.

7       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

8       (End of Audio Recording.)
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2
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5

6       That the foregoing is a complete and accurate
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8  proceeding in the above-entitled matter, all to the
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10

11       I further certify that I am not related to any

12  of the parties to this action by blood or marriage and
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15
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17  this 19th day o
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1       (Beginning of Audio Recording 1.)

2        All right.  Good morning.

3  This interview is being conducted on September 8th

4  aboard -- aboard Australian Air Force Base Darwin.  The

5  interview is being conducted with  and

6  it is approximately 0925.  Prior to coming on the

7  recording -- present in the room are myself, 

8   the legal advisor, the assistant IOs, in

9  addition with  and the witness, 

10  .

11       Prior to coming on the recording, we

12  discussed the appointing order for this investigation.

13  We discussed the role of an IO in a command

14  investigation, the differences between a command

15  investigation and the ongoing Aviation Mishap Board and

16  safety investigation, and the privilege to make sure

17  that it's provided to that investigation.

18        was advised of his rights

19  under the Privacy Act, and you signed a Privacy Act

20  statement, and you did not have any questions about --

21  about that form.  And then we talked about the

22  importance of telling the truth with everything in his

23  testimony to what he knows and observed.

24        was that an accurate summary?

25       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.
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1        At this time, I'd ask you to

2  raise your right hand, please?

3           

4    having first been duly sworn, testified as follows:

5        All right.  Gentlemen?

6              EXAMINATION

7  BY 

8     Q.  All right.  Can I call you Conor?

9     A.  Yes, sir.

10     Q.  Cool.  , were you the ODO on -- on the

11  morning of the mishap?

12     A.  Yes, sir.  I was.

13     Q.  Okay.  Can you explain your night prior to

14  the mishap through to the morning when you took over

15  duty?

16     A.  Yes, sir.  The night prior we were planning

17  for the event, because we're here until like 1900-ish,

18  I think.  Maybe a little bit later than that.  Just

19  getting everything squared away with the H-1 crews and

20  the V-22 crews that were going out the next day.

21       We went home, went to sleep, and then woke

22  up early, drove in alone, just to get the -- the brief

23  happening, the 0600 brief.  I got in here 0530, I left

24  at about 0500 for it.  And then gave the brief to the

25  first crew and subsequent crews after that.
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1     Q.  Okay.  Can you -- can you -- can you tell

2  us, just for the recording, what your background is?

3     A.  Yes, sir.  I'm a Cobra pilot.  I work in DOS

4  as a DOS officer.

5     Q.  How long have you been in the squadron?

6     A.  I've been in the squadron -- in VMM since we

7  got here back in mid-June, June 18th, I think it was.

8  And then HOMA-367 since December 16th, when it was

9  stood up.

10     Q.  And how long were you in the HOMA-367?

11     A.  I've been in there since December 16th of

12  '22, so it would probably be seven months, so I'll

13  check in there.

14     Q.  Cool.  You mentioned that you were helping

15  with mission planning for the H-1 and the V-22 grids.

16       When you were in the planning spaces, did

17  you -- can you describe kind of the -- the attitude and

18  demeanor of the dump truck 1-1 1-2 crew, or whoever was

19  there planning with you?

20     A.  Yes, sir.  I was -- so the planning spaces

21  were split in half, and I was mainly on the H-1 side,

22  just helping with whatever was needed, just pilots-

23  wise, but I did see Captain Labeau (phonetic) on the V-

24  22 side.  She was running most -- most of the products

25  and just getting everything organized through the crew.
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1  She was taking the point on that, I could tell in their

2  spaces.  Other than that, I didn't -- I didn't see

3  Major Lewis until the morning of.  That was -- that was

4  about -- about it.

5     Q.  Okay.  Did you observe Major Lewis at all in

6  the planning spaces throughout the day to day prior?

7  Or a couple days, you know, whenever you guys were

8  planning?

9     A.  Not to my recollection, sir.  I don't

10  remember specifically seeing him.

11     Q.  Okay.  All right.  You mentioned you saw

12  Captain Labeau going through the V-22 stuff for

13  planning for the -- the mission; did you observe

14  approximately what time she left the planning spaces?

15     A.  They -- they left -- the whole V-22 side

16  left before we did.  I think there was an all hands

17  brief at, like, 1700, 1730-ish, and we broke for chow

18  after.  All the H-1 pilots came back, just to double

19  check all the products, make sure everything's good.

20  But I did not see the V-22 crews after chow, which was

21  probably 1730/1800-ish.

22     Q.  Okay.  Were you present at the AFL/EFL

23  combined brief?

24     A.  I was, sir.

25     Q.  All right.  Okay.  Can you kind of just go
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1  through that a little bit, I mean, your -- your

2  experience with that?

3     A.  All right, sir.  So it was an hour total.

4  They had all crews.  It was a pretty packed red room,

5  just because they had all the H-1 crews and both the V-

6  22 crews for all the sections going out the next day,

7  as well as all the crew sheets obviously.

8       It was run AFL/EFL, they switched off

9  portions of the brief.  Pretty standard.  From my point

10  of view, I wasn't flying, but it made sense, the plan

11  made sense.  Everything seemed very well-thought-out,

12  just from my point of view, but --

13     Q.  Okay.  Do you happen to remember what the --

14  the AFL portion of the -- of the flight, like, as far

15  as the egress, and kind of their plan to land, and --

16     A.  Yes, sir.  I remember -- so they, just based

17  off the map there, they were going out north, and then

18  they had an IP prior or checkpoint prior they were hold

19  at, just the standard, and then IP and bad calls, and

20  they would make right 90s into the zone based on the

21  winds, and they had alternate IP, as well as egress

22  points set up.  I went to the, I think one of the east

23  and one of the west.  I think a primary was going to go

24  west, because it was east winds.  Then they had the

25  zone to the north, that was going to be the second hit.
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1     Q.  Okay.  Do you recall during the AFL/EFL

2  combined brief, or the brief -- the ODO brief, not the

3  ODO brief, but the -- essentially, the brief in the

4  morning, the specific landing positions of where the

5  Ospreys would go?

6     A.  I don't recall, sir.  The -- the section

7  lead brief, they moved that to DOS, not through the red

8  room, so I wasn't present for that.

9     Q.  Okay.

10        I have a quick question, if

11  it's all right?

12        Yeah.

13              EXAMINATION

14  BY 

15     Q.  You mentioned that they had planned to hold

16  at the checkpoint prior; do you remember why they were

17  planning to hold at the checkpoint prior?

18     A.  I think that was the -- my understanding,

19  that was a contingency plan.  It was if, just based on

20  -- because we didn't -- there was no, really, tactical

21  scenario that was going to be painted, like, through --

22  in the H-1 cockpit, there was no IP that was going to

23  be saying -- it wasn't for X.

24       There was nobody saying, hey, I see you guys

25  in LZ -- 92LZs.  You know, LZ is cherry, and so that
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1  would obviously constitute the holding.  That was a

2  contingency plan.  I don't know -- I don't think they

3  planned to hold there.  I think the plan was that was

4  their contingency holding plan.

5     Q.  Okay.

6        Okay.  You said you got to the

7  planning -- or the ODO space at 0530; can you kind of

8  go into detail, as an ODO, in how you prepare for the

9  ODO brief?

10       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.  So I got -- I got

11  assignments from maintenance.  I remember I went in,

12  they didn't have them yet, because they were maybe

13  switching aircraft.  They weren't sure which one was

14  going to be going.  So I went to -- then I went to the

15  planning spaces, pulled up the brief on Teams, opened

16  it up, got the weather from the e-mail sent by METAR

17  (phonetic).

18       Put those slides in the brief, and then I

19  went to NAPES, which is the Australian, like, flight

20  planning website.  Pulled METARs, TAFs, notes for the

21  day, posted those in.  But then went back and got

22  aircraft assignments from maintenance control, and then

23  updated the brief with those.

24  BY 

25     Q.  Okay.  What time did you initially contact

Enclosure (29)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1  maintenance when you said that they didn't know which

2  aircraft was going to be assigned for the flight?

3     A.  That was when I first got in, I think right

4  at 0530/0520-ish, in there.  Right, when I first

5  entered, when I got out and parked the van, walked to

6  control to get the V-22 assignments.

7     Q.  And what -- what was the -- what -- do you

8  remember -- I -- I just want you to -- I want to know

9  what you remember.

10       What -- what was the scheduled departure

11  time?

12     A.  I think the 22s, I think was 0800 and the H-

13  1s -- no.  I don't remember specifically, sir.  I know

14  the H-1s were taking off 30 minutes prior to the V-22s,

15  if I remember correctly.

16     Q.  Do you know --

17     A.  I don't know.  I'd have to -- I'd have to

18  pull up the schedule.

19     Q.  That's okay.  And then you -- you said you

20  called back to maintenance control to find out what the

21  aircraft assignments were; did they give them to you?

22     A.  They did, sir.

23     Q.  And what time was that?

24     A.  That was 10 minutes prior to the brief.

25     Q.  And what time was the brief?
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1     A.  0550.  I believe it was -- it was 0600.

2  Again, I'd have to take a look at the --

3     Q.  Yeah.

4     A.  I know it was earlier than we usually do,

5  but --

6     Q.  Okay.  All right.  Thank you.

7              EXAMINATION

8  BY 

9     Q.  Okay.  Approximately what time did the dump

10  truck 1-1 and 1-2 crews show up to the rating of the

11  squadron?

12     A.  All -- they were there -- the first crew

13  trickled in five minutes prior to the brief into the

14  red room that I saw, and then Major Lewis was first, at

15  about five -- yeah, five minutes prior.  And then the

16  rest of the crews trickled in, and then Irwin

17  (phonetic) kicked it 30 seconds late, just with one

18  straggler coming in late.

19     Q.  Okay.  That morning when the dump truck crew

20  came in, can you explain, if you remember, explain the

21  attitude and demeanor of the dump truck crew?

22     A.  Yes, sir.  It was normal.  It seemed --

23  yeah, nothing -- nothing to note.  Just really a

24  regular crews getting in for a flight.  Nothing stood

25  out to me as out of the ordinary.
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1     Q.  What do you know about the activities of

2  dump truck 1-1 and 1-2 the night prior?

3     A.  The night prior, besides seeing them in the

4  planning spaces, I don't know anything, sir.  Beyond

5  when I saw them last in the planning spaces and going

6  to chow, I didn't see anybody from the crew.

7        But -- so they left the

8  planning spaces to go to chow, and chow closes at what

9  time?

10       THE WITNESS:  I believe -- yeah 1900 here on

11  RAAF, and this is -- that's where we ate, so 1900 was

12  the last time to get chow.

13        Okay.  Thank you.

14  BY 

15     Q.  Okay.  During your ODO brief or the section

16  lead brief, which I think you mentioned you didn't

17  observe, were there any distractions, phone calls,

18  texts, people coming in late?

19     A.  Sir, like I said, the 30 seconds.  I

20  remember I held the brief.   came in about

21  30 seconds after the time hack, so we -- I kicked the

22  brief at I think 01, 0601, if that time was correct.

23  It was one minute late, just because he rolled in 30

24  seconds late.  Other than that, no distractions, no.

25  It was a standard ODO brief.
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1     Q.  Okay.  Do you remember what the weather was

2  briefed for that day, specifically based on the winds?

3     A.  I remember -- I think it was winds out of

4  the north with a shift at their takeoff to out of the

5  east.  That's -- I believe that's what -- what the TAF

6  was saying, what the METAR was saying.

7     Q.  Was the METAR all good?

8     A.  So I -- I pulled that from NAPES, and then

9  for the subsequent briefs, I pulled a new one, so I

10  didn't -- I didn't save the brief per event number, I

11  just saved it for the day.  So that METAR, I deleted it

12  after the screenshot I took of it for the PowerPoint

13  brief.  I deleted that.

14     Q.  I guess what I'm -- what I'm alluding to is

15  the location of the weather that you briefed; was --

16     A.  Okay.

17     Q.  -- is -- is the weather out of -- out of

18  here, or is it for a location that you're aiming for?

19     A.  I -- I briefed the RAAF Darwin.

20     Q.  RAAF Darwin.

21     A.  RAAF Darwin.

22     Q.  Do you have the ability, or are -- are there

23  any resources available to pull weather from their

24  expected location where they're going?

25     A.  I -- I can.  I -- I could have contacted
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1  METOC (phonetic), which I did not do for Tube Island.

2  When they push the weather, they push it for (phonetic)

3  Bondi as well, and most of the ranges.  But I did not

4  pull weather strictly for Tube Island to brief.

5     Q.  As part of your ODO brief, when you're

6  setting up for it in the normal, kind of, way you guys

7  do things, is BASH (phonetic) part of this brief?

8     A.  No, sir.  It's not.

9     Q.  Do you know if those resources are able to

10  provide the -- provide you that information?

11     A.  I know of the website I could -- we could

12  use.  They -- I haven't used it.  We -- when we fell in

13  here for air procedures, they have a big PowerPoint

14  that the VMM briefs, whereas it's different.  We don't

15  brief off PowerPoint for ODO briefs back home, and so

16  we just -- we've been abiding by what they have in the

17  PowerPoint, and pulling that information.

18     Q.  Okay.  And BASH is not a part of that

19  PowerPoint?

20     A.  BASH, no, sir.

21     Q.  Okay.  I know you mentioned you didn't

22  observe the section lead brief, but can -- can you

23  explain your perspective or your experience with it if

24  you have -- if you have any?

25     A.  With -- with those crews?
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1     Q.  Yeah.

2     A.  Yeah, no.  I had -- I mean strictly to the

3  brief, or just with the -- the personnel --

4     Q.  With the section lead.

5     A.  With the section lead?

6     Q.  The lead.

7     A.  I -- I sort of know 

8  (phonetic), just by a little video.  I talked to him

9  the previous day.  He was real excited for the flight.

10  He hadn't worked with H-1s before, and with, like, a

11  whole planning cell like that.

12        Can you -- can you explain

13  that a little bit before you continue on?  I'm just

14  curious about that.  Do you know -- do you know why he

15  never worked with H-1s before?

16       THE WITNESS:  Well, he -- so he said he had,

17  back when he did the -- his first MRF-D, but he was --

18  he was a boot back then.  He said it was mainly the

19  higher quals that were doing the flights, so he didn't

20  really get a chance to actually, like, brief something

21  with H-1s.  And this was his -- I think he was a

22  section lead ex.

23       So he was -- he was really excited to

24  actually be doing something operational, that wasn't

25  going to be, like, seeing a million calls from EFL and
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1  whatnot.  So when I talked to him the day prior, he was

2  -- he was -- he was real excited for it, section lead

3  exposure, to full-out planning.

4  BY 

5     Q.  Do you know if that was the -- kind of, the

6  experience with the rest of the crew too, there was

7  limited experience with H-1s, or --

8     A.  I think so, sir.  We had -- and we've --

9  we've been here about a month and a half at this point,

10  but because there was no H-1s in MRF-D last year, and

11  367 was still down the pike, they really didn't have --

12  all -- everybody I talked to didn't have experience

13  working with actual AFL.

14       So it was a -- everybody was excited for it.

15  We would hope -- try to do escort, but they would go

16  down on dets, or not dets, but exercises a lot, so this

17  was kind of the first big opportunity to do it.  So

18  everybody was, across the board, like, H-1 and V-22

19  sides were working hard to make sure it was going to be

20  a good exercise.

21     Q.  From what you remember, due to the -- the

22  inexperience of the crew, was that identified during

23  this -- the AFL/EFL brief, the -- the lack of

24  experience of the crew working with each other?

25     A.  No.  No, sir.  It was not.
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1     Q.  Okay.

2     A.  No, it was not.

3        So you were talking about

4  your perspective of the section briefs.  You started

5  with talking about  how he was excited;

6  can you just pick up there?

7       THE WITNESS:  All right, sir.  Yeah.  He --

8  like I said, he had been classed MRF-D, but didn't get

9  to actually, like, fly any events with H-1s, so he was

10  excited to be doing that.  He needs more experience,

11  and he's getting the chance to do that.  Yeah, beyond -

12  - beyond that, I didn't have much conversation with

13  anyone else about it, on the 22 side at least.

14  BY 

15     Q.  Answer this if you can, if you remember --

16     A.  Yes, sir.

17     Q.  -- but do you know who gave the section lead

18  brief?  Was it the actual section lead, or was it the

19  section lead in instruction?

20     A.  I --

21     Q.  For the 8150.

22     A.  I didn't sit in on it, but 

23  did direct Major Lewis, after the ODO brief, to say, we

24  are briefing in DOS, sir.

25       So it was my -- it was my understanding that
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1   was giving the brief, but I don't know

2  for sure because I did not sit in on it.

3     Q.  Okay.  Do you remember what the risk level

4  of the mission was?  The B22s?

5     A.  I do not, sir.

6     Q.  Did you observe dump truck 1-1 at the -- at

7  the ops brief?

8     A.  I did not, sir.  They did it -- they did it

9  at DOS, I believe as well.

10     Q.  Okay.  Are you -- is that a speculation?

11     A.  That is a speculation.  I did not observe

12  it.  That's a fact, is that I did not observe it.

13     Q.  All right.  Take you back to when all the

14  briefs are done, as the aircraft commanders deliver

15  their requirements to you, what do they owe you prior

16  to stepping out and doing the flight?

17     A.  Sir, so as an ODO, they owe me -- we call it

18  weight and power.  I think they have a different name

19  for it, but power calculations for the day, a signed

20  copy of that, as well as they sign the raw that is with

21  the schedule (inaudible).  And then so a -- like, a

22  crew just has a worksheet separate to that.  So there's

23  the raw put out by the office, and then the crew goes

24  through the rest of the day, and signs the sheet that

25  has that on it as well.
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1              EXAMINATION

2  BY 

3     Q.  So I'm just kind of curious.  It's

4  interesting to -- a weight and power, just for the -- a

5  weight and power is what the H-1s use --

6     A.  Yes, sir.

7     Q.  -- and that's what they call it, a weight

8  and power, and they -- they sign the weight and power

9  and they hand that to the ODO, and you know that,

10  that's something that they owe you?

11     A.  Yes, sir.

12     Q.  But you don't know what the name of the same

13  document is for the V-22s?

14     A.  No, I do not, sir.

15     Q.  Okay.  Because it's -- it's a little

16  indicative, so I'm just going to kind of keep pulling

17  the thread a little.  Would you say that -- you alluded

18  to this earlier.  Would you say that your ODO

19  procedures for the H-1s are different than the ODO

20  procedures for the VMM?

21     A.  I would say so, sir.  This is my first

22  deployment, so I don't know -- I'm only basing it off

23  of in garrison, our procedures, where everything has

24  been caged for a while, and there's no change.  It's

25  not -- it's not changing.  There's -- there's nothing
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1  that's going to change, it's always been the same --

2  the same procedures at the same desk for years.

3     Q.  So is there a -- a combined flight ops SOP

4  that describes what is owed to the ODO?

5     A.  Not that I'm aware of, sir, for the VMM.

6     Q.  Have you read the VMM flight ops SOP?

7     A.  No, sir.  I have not.

8     Q.  Do you know who signed the VMM flight ops

9  SOP?

10     A.  I do not, sir.

11     Q.  So you know that a weight and power is due

12  for the H-1s, because you're familiar with the H-1 ODO

13  procedures, even though you're not as familiar with the

14  VMM ODO procedures.

15       But you did say that you knew -- you knew

16  that the equipment VMM to the H-1 weight and power, you

17  do -- you did know that, that was due to you as well?

18     A.  Yes, sir.

19     Q.  Okay.  Would you say that -- you know, and

20  I'm not -- I'm not trying to lead the question, and I

21  don't want to speculate.  I'm asking you-all the

22  questions, I'm trying to figure it out.

23       Would you say that the way that the H-1s are

24  operating here, even to the degree of an ODO brief, is

25  different than the VMM?
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1     A.  Different in -- in -- just in general, sir?

2  Or any --

3     Q.  Again, I don't want to lead the question.

4  I'm trying to be as clear as possible, but what I'm

5  trying to -- what I'm trying to understand is, from

6  your perspective, what's different?  It -- it could be

7  culturally, it could be, you know, attention to detail,

8  it could be -- I'm just giving you open examples here,

9  okay?

10     A.  Got it.

11     Q.  So I'm trying to figure out how you guys

12  operate as an H-1 detachment, as compared to VMM and

13  how they operate.  If this had been a VMM ODO, what

14  would have been different from their understanding of

15  what, like, ODO procedures are, is what I'm trying to

16  gather.

17     A.  Okay.  So I'll -- I'll just start ODO-wise.

18  So ODO-wise, we have not received -- we didn't receive

19  an ODO class from the VMM when they checked in, so

20  we've just been picking up on that on our own and

21  figuring it out.  And the sides are very explanatory,

22  like, the notes section is fine, he used this website,

23  type in these numbers to pull the weather.  Type in

24  this for the TFRs, for those -- for those iterations.

25       It's very descriptive, but we have not had a
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1  specific, this is how we do an ODO here at the

2  squadron.  Here's the class.  These are the resources.

3  There's a binder that's -- that's good, those are good

4  steps, but we haven't had a pilot, like, sit down and

5  give a class to all the H-1 ODO standards.

6     Q.  Would you also say, and again, trying not to

7  ask a leading question.  Has any -- has any leadership

8  in the VMM, that can be flight leadership based on

9  qual, that can be leadership at a department head

10  level, that can be leadership at the command level.

11       Has any leadership in the squadron informed

12  all of the individuals that were eligible to stand ODO

13  what the standard was to conduct an ODO brief?

14     A.  No, sir.

15     Q.  Has anyone in the squadron leadership

16  briefed all the individuals who would or have stood ODO

17  what the standard for actions are as an ODO?

18     A.  No, sir.

19        Okay.  Thank you.

20              EXAMINATION

21  BY 

22     Q.  Are any aircraft required to file a flight

23  plan out of Darwin?

24     A.  Yes, sir.  They are.

25     Q.  All aircraft?

Enclosure (29)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1     A.  All aircraft, VFR or IFR.

2     Q.  Including H-1s?

3     A.  Including H-1s.  Yes, sir.

4     Q.  Okay.  Since you said that was required, who

5  is responsible for filing these flight plans?

6     A.  For the -- for the scheduled flights, ops

7  files them the day before, and for VCF, the ODO files

8  them.

9        Okay.  Go ahead.

10              EXAMINATION

11  BY 

12     Q.  That's interesting that you say it's

13  required for both the VMM and the H-1 to file a flight

14  plan, and that is because that's an Australian

15  requirement, and is that because it's controlled

16  airspace they're departing out of?

17     A.  That's how I understand it, sir.

18     Q.  Okay.  Is that commonly known by all of the

19  -- the -- the H-1 pilots, that a flight plan -- like,

20  hear me out -- that a flight plan is filed on their

21  behalf?  Is that known by the signers, that the ODO is

22  filing a flight plan on their behalf?

23     A.  Sir, it -- it is.  There was about a week in

24  flux where we didn't understand that, but now that we

25  do understand it, it is known across the board by all
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1  signers.

2       FCF pilots will tell me, like, if I'm the

3  ODO, they'll contact me and say, I need this flight

4  plan at this time, and I'll file it.  But it -- it is

5  known now.

6     Q.  Do you -- do you know what the requirements

7  are for a pilot in command to depart out of controlled

8  airspace?  Do you know what all of the requirements are

9  for them to depart the controlled airspace?

10     A.  With -- in regards to the flight plan, sir,

11  or --

12     Q.  In -- in regards to the flight plan, and in

13  regards to the requirements specifically for the pilot

14  and command to depart out of controlled airspace with

15  the flight plan.  So there is a -- there are

16  requirements for that.  It's in the -- the general

17  ATOPS (phonetic), that if they're departing out of

18  controlled airspace with a flight plan, there are

19  certain requirements that a pilot in command has to

20  have to do that.

21       Do you know what those requirements are?

22     A.  I believe a weather brief is required.  I

23  don't know beyond that, sir.

24        Okay.  Thank you.

25              EXAMINATION
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1  BY 

2     Q.  Do you know if there's any difference, or

3  what is required to provide on a filed flight plan when

4  there's Packs (phonetic) aboard?

5     A.  The -- like, the POB section, sir?  Is that

6  what you're referring to, or --

7     Q.  Yeah, so let's say you're the ODO, there's

8  an FCF going out and they're going to have passengers

9  aboard for some reason, which would not -- not normally

10  happen.

11       But if you were to file that, what -- what

12  are -- what are the differences between that and not

13  having Packs?

14     A.  There is a -- so it's the -- what we fill

15  out on NAPES is basically an 1801 shell, and then the

16  bottom portion of it, there's POB -- a POB section of

17  it that's typed in, and then we need a manifest at the

18  ODO desk, blood types, EDIPIs, and names.

19        So there are -- I'm just

20  going back and forth with you, so I hope that's okay.

21  There is -- there is a -- there is a very specific

22  requirement, if Packs are on board and you're filing a

23  flight plan in this case through NAPES, we have a

24  similar 1801 template for a flight plan.

25       There is a specific requirement in there
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1  that it -- it has to be provided with the flight plan;

2  do you know what that requirement is if Packs are on

3  board?

4       THE WITNESS:  I don't know, sir.  A manifest

5  is what I would believe it would be, but I don't know

6  for sure.

7        So a manifest, and there --

8  there -- there's an additional requirement; can you

9  recall what that is?

10       THE WITNESS:  Okay.  No, sir.  I don't

11  recall.

12        Thank you.

13  BY 

14     Q.  Earlier on, you mentioned that the -- the

15  requirements for the aircraft commander are a -- a

16  weight and -- a weight and power is what you said, I

17  believe?

18     A.  Yes, sir.

19     Q.  And a risk assessment worksheet.  Do you

20  know that morning if the risk assessment worksheet was

21  briefed and signed by each aircraft commander?

22     A.  I -- I don't know, sir.  I -- I did not --

23  usually I'll check as the ODO, but we had so many

24  briefs back to back, that I did not check, or I don't

25  remember checking.  I just -- and then when this
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1  happened, that was not really where I was looking for

2  anything to confirm the assignment.

3     Q.  Okay.  If you did check and you noticed that

4  they -- that the risk assessment worksheet was not

5  signed, what -- what are your roles and

6  responsibilities?

7     A.  So I'll reach out to the signer and copilot,

8  if that's the case.  I've done it before.  There's

9  times where I do remember it not being signed.

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  I make sure that it gets to them before they

12  fly away, that's sending a runner out with their

13  preflight aircraft, something to make sure it's signed.

14     Q.  Have you -- have you ever contacted someone

15  over the radio that their stuff has not been signed?

16     A.  No.  Not specifically.  I -- I could, if I

17  need to.

18     Q.  Okay.  But you've never done that before?

19     A.  Not that I recall, sir.

20        Okay.

21        I'm sorry, I'm going to

22  follow up.  Was that like a formal policy, or is that

23  just practice, what the ODO does?  Is it in the ODO

24  binder that you've referred to, that, that's what

25  you're supposed to do when a document is not signed?
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1       THE WITNESS:  No, I don't -- I don't recall

2  a specific practice being laid out of what to do if

3  it's not signed.  It's really more of a make sure it

4  gets signed, it's up to you to figure out how to get

5  them to sign it.

6        And -- and you haven't read

7  the VMM flight ops SOP, so you would not be aware if it

8  was in the flight ops SOP to do?

9       THE WITNESS:  No, sir.

10        Okay.

11        Have you read the ODO

12  binder?

13       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

14        You've read the ODO binder?

15       THE WITNESS:  The ODO binder, yes, I have.

16        You've read that?

17       THE WITNESS:  I've read that.

18  BY 

19     Q.  You said there's no formal training that you

20  guys get as ODOs, is that just the HOMA det or is that

21  VMM det?

22     A.  Sir, I believe that's just the HOMA det.  To

23  my experience, it's just the HOMA det.

24     Q.  So do you -- do you think or do you know if

25  the VMM det has gotten trained on ODO procedures out
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1  here?

2     A.  I don't know, sir.

3     Q.  Okay.  Since the mishap, has there been any

4  training given for ODO procedures?

5     A.  No, sir.

6     Q.  Since the day of the mishap?

7     A.  No, sir.

8     Q.  Okay.  All right.  This is a mission -- the

9  risk assessment worksheet, do you -- so you don't

10  remember looking at it?  You don't remember if it was

11  signed or not --

12     A.  No, sir.

13     Q.  -- by dump truck 1-1 1-2?

14     A.  No, sir.

15     Q.  The morning of the mishap, where was the VMM

16  OPS O (phonetic) physically?

17     A.  She was on the boat, sir.

18     Q.  Okay.  Where was the -- where was the A OPS

19  O?

20     A.  He was -- I briefed him.  I just remember

21  that I briefed him, it was my third brief of the

22  morning.

23     Q.  Okay.  Who was the next ops representative?

24     A.   (phonetic) would be the next

25  ops representative.
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1     Q.  Okay.  So you as the operations duty

2  officer, what is your understanding of that billet?

3     A.  The operations duty officer?

4     Q.  Uh-huh.

5     A.  So I'm responsible for ensuring that the

6  flight schedule is following the schedule, and if not,

7  any deviations, based on certain timelines, need to go

8  to ops, or up to the XO or up to the CO.  And then any

9  crew extensions that need to happen, anything --

10  outstanding aircraft that are out flying, I am the

11  point of contact to take that word to whoever needs to

12  know it.

13     Q.  What is your authority at -- what do you

14  understand is your authority for any kind of straggle

15  or delay with the crew?

16     A.  So what we did -- so my -- I'm basing mine

17  off of our H-1 standards back home.  15 minutes, no

18  requirements needed, up to -- as long as I'm notified,

19  up to 30 minutes, I can -- I'm notified, and then I'll

20  contact an ops representative.  45, the OPS O needs to

21  sign off and know why, and then up to an hour, the CO

22  needs to sign off and know why.

23     Q.  Okay.  If the -- I'm just spit-balling here,

24  but if this flight was delayed beyond 45 minutes, the

25  CO's on the boat, the XO's flying, OPS O's on the boat,
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1  and Assistant OPS O is flying, who would you have gone

2  to?

3     A.  So because the XO was in the flight, I would

4  have reached out to him either on base or signal to get

5  the reason --

6     Q.  Assuming that he wasn't available.

7     A.  Okay.

8     Q.  He's out flying.

9     A.  I'm sorry, I -- I would have went to the AML

10  at that point.

11     Q.  The AML?

12     A.  Uh-huh.

13     Q.  So that's who you believed was the next in

14  charge?

15     A.  Yes, sir.

16     Q.  Okay.  And does -- do you know if the AML

17  has the authority to make those calls?

18     A.  I do not know, sir, if he has the authority.

19              EXAMINATION

20  BY 

21        You said something

22  interesting, you said you were using the standards that

23  you remember from back home.  Do you mean when you were

24  back in the squadron at Camp Pendleton with HOMA?

25     A.  Yes, sir.
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1     Q.  Okay.  And then the -- the next question I

2  have is are you aware of what the standards for delay

3  are for notification and authorization for the VMM?

4     A.  I'm not, sir.

5     Q.  Okay.  Did the Assistant OPS O ever reach

6  out to -- to essentially track the -- the flights for

7  that day from the -- the ODO?

8     A.  He did not, sir.  I briefed him, the ODO

9  brief and at the section brief, but he didn't reach

10  out.  That was my contact with him that morning.

11     Q.  And then did the XO reach out at any point

12  to track execution of flight schedule?

13     A.  No, sir.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  We had the ODO brief.

16              EXAMINATION

17  BY 

18     Q.  That morning, the dump truck 1-1 and 1-2

19  crews specifically did each aircraft commander turn in

20  a signed weight and power?

21     A.  Yes, sir.

22     Q.  Okay.  Is it commonplace that aircraft

23  commanders do not turn in a load comp or a -- or a

24  weight and power for a risk assessment sheet, or is it

25  pretty -- pretty common?

Enclosure (29)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1     A.  It's pretty -- it's pretty standard, sir.

2  If someone does miss it, it's a -- it's -- it is rare

3  for someone to -- to miss that.

4     Q.  Okay.  Did you physically see dump truck 1-

5  2's weight and power, signed weight and power, from the

6  aircraft commander?

7     A.  Not that I recall, sir.

8        Can we give ourselves a break

9  for a few minutes?

10       (End of Audio Recording 1.)

11       (Beginning of Audio Recording 2.)

12        All right, good morning.  It

13  is about 10:50 a.m.  We are still aboard RAAF Darwin,

14  and this is a continuation of our interview with

15   All of the people who were in the room

16  previously remain in the room now.  When we paused the

17  recording we took approximately a 45-minute break

18  during which we excused 

19       We consulted also while off recording after

20   came back into the room, we went ahead

21  and informed him of his Article 31 Bravo Rights using

22  the Article 31 Bravo Rights form.  He signed indicating

23  that he understood those rights.  However, has invoked

24  those rights to consult with Counsel prior to

25  continuing the interview.  So at approximately 10:50
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1  a.m. on 8 September we are terminating the interview.

2        I just want to is -- is

3  that an accurate?

4        That is accurate.

5        Okay.

6        Yes, sir.

7        Thank you very much.

8       (End of Audio Recording 2.)
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Name Rank Service Age Unit Home Station Injuries Sustained
Lewis, Tobin J. Major USMC 37 VMM-363 (REIN) MCB Kaneohe Bay Death. See enclosure (34).
LeBeau, Eleanor V. Captain USMC 29 VMM-363 (REIN) MCB Kaneohe Bay Death. See enclosure (35).
Collart, Spencer Corporal USMC 22 VMM-363 (REIN) MCB Kaneohe Bay Death. See enclosure (36).

25 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
24 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
25 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
27 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
26 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
24 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
22 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
23 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
23 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
21 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
21 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
21 VMM-363 (REIN) MCB Kaneohe Bay See enclosure (90)
21 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
28 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
22 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
23 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)

V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
23 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
20 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
23 V31 Camp Pendleton See enclosures (31) and (32)
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TAMCN MARES Category NSN NOMENCLATURE QUANTITY SERIAL NUMBER(S) SUC REMARKS IMAGE REFERENCE

A03367G MARES NON-MEE 5820015862327 RADIO SET (PRC-117G) 2

Parent: 2EF0-9FE-562
     Child: 34560 

Parent: 2EF0-9FE-56B
Child: 08434

YMRFD_LIMA

**CCI** 
Parent is the CMR set 
number, child is the 
actual serial number 
on the data plate on 
the radio.

Note arrangement of 
ports.

A03367G MARES NON-MEE 5820015862327 RADIO SET (PRC-117G) 1
Parent: 2EF7-559-6F8

     Child: 15690
YWPNS_FIRES_FWD

**CCI** 
Parent is the CMR set 
number, child is the 
actual serial number 
on the data plate on 
the radio.

Note arrangement of 
ports.

A01987G NON-MARES 5820016839499 RADIO SET (PRC-160) 1
Parent: 160-0490
     Child: 008714

YMRFD_LIMA

**CCI**
Parent is the CMR set 
number, child is the 
actual serial number 
on the data plate on 
the radio.

Note different of ports. 
Note knob on left side. 

A90607G NON-MARES 7010016463913 COMPUTER SYSTEM,DIG (GETAC) 1 RI205B0549 YLIMA_GCE

A02117G NON-MARES 5985016752889 ANTENNA GROUP 1 0719 YLIMA_GCE
Serial number is on a 
data plate on the bag. 

A02117G NON-MARES 5985016752889 ANTENNA GROUP 1 1287 YWPNS_FIRES_FWD
Serial number is on a 
data plate on the bag. 

7

Legend:
_FWD: Rotational V31 Equipment
YMRFD_: UDP-W Equipment    
_GCE: GESP (MRF-D) Equipment   

   

Unrecoverable EDL from Exercise Predator's Run

TOTAL ITEMS UNRECOVERABLE
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TAMCN MARES Category NSN NOMENCLATURE QUANTITY SERIAL NUMBER(S) SUC REMARKS IMAGE REFERENCE

N/A Other 6650-01-649-9529 MONOCULAR, Stabilized (Handheld) 1 1010 YARM_FWD
Component of the 
E01617B (CLRF IC)

E00347M MARES MEE 1015-64-000-1068
ROLE ANTI-ARMOR / ANTIPERSONNEL 

WEAPON SYSTEM (MAAWS)
2 15170, 15176 YMRFD_LIMA

N/A NON-MARES 1230-01-674-5202 COMBAT CONTROL SYSTEM (FCS) 2 4538539, 4844488 YMRFD_LIMA
Used with the 

E00347M (MAAWS)

E09897M MARES MEE 1005-01-412-3129
MACHINE GUN, 

7.62 MILLIMETER M240B
1 U147319 YMRFD_LIMA

E00887B NON-MARES 1240-01-578-0211 MACHINE GUN DAY OPTIC (MDO) 1 009002 YMRFD_LIMA
Used with the   

E09897M (M240B)

E01002M NON-MARES 1005-01-579-5325 M27, INFANTRY AUTOMATIC RIFLE (IAR) 9

172-001013
172-003276
172-006828
172-006979
172-006988
172-007185
172-007216
172-011594
172-012022

YLIMA_FWD

E01957M NON-MARES 1005-01-231-0973
CARBINE, 5.56 MM 

M4
6

W209034
W457783
W458257
W501264
W650495
W744818

YLIMA_FWD

E08922M NON-MARES 1010-01-557-2542
GRENADE LAUNCHER 40MM 

M320A1
1 CB027615 YLIMA_FWD

 

E01347G NON-MARES 1240-01-619-2962 GRENADE LAUNCHER SIGHT (GLS) 1 16268 YLIMA_FWD

E01142B NON-MARES 1240-01-687-6809 SQUAD COMMON OPTIC (SCO) 11

023225,023228
023238,023241
023287,023341
023464,023474
023538,023540

023604

YLIMA_FWD

E00177M NON-MARES 1240-01-645-3117 SIGHT, BORE, OPTICAL (RCO) 4

438988
905544
909392
909416

YLIMA_FWD

E00092M NON-MARES 1005-01-664-8135
SQUAD DESIGNATED MARKSMANSHIP RIFLE 

(SDMR), M38
1

M380504  (Rifle SN: 
172-005610)

YLIMA_FWD
This is system on a IAR 
platform with a (MK4) 

Leopold Scope 

Unrecoverable EDL from Exercise Predator's Run Legend:
_FWD: Rotational V31 Equipment
YMRFD_: UDP-W Equipment
_GCE: GESP (MRF-D) Equipment

Enclosure (37)



N/A NON-MARES 1240-01-562-0953 SIGHT,BORE,OPTICAL (MK4) 1 485509AC YLIMA_FWD
Component of the 
E00092M (SDMR)

E11542B NON-MARES 5855-01-432-0524
NIGHT VISION, IMAGE, INTENSIFIER (AN/PVS-

14)
1

6576792
YLIMA_FWD

E00272G NON-MARES 5855-01-665-7552
BINOCULAR NIGHT VISION DEVICE 

(BNVD) (PVS-31)
3

200790
201190
212103

YLIMA_FWD

E00312G NON-MARES 5855-01-676-6081
ENHANCED-CLIP ON THERMAL IMAGER 

(ECOTI) SURVEILLANCE,THERMA
2

22-0131
22-0378 YLIMA_FWD

E00127G NON-MARES 5855-01-573-2483
MEDIUM RANGE THERMAL BI-OCULAR 

(MRTB) AN/PAS-28
1 03591 YMRFD_LIMA

E00587G NON-MARES
5855-01-582-1584 
5855-01-550-2780

ILLUMINATOR, INFRARED (AN/PEQ-16) 15

0004617, 0004932, 
0004936, 0005148, 
0005191, 0005269, 
0021049, 0008250, 
0012704, 0035337, 
0037063, 0042860, 
0042942, 0043731, 

0044948

YLIMA_FWD

E01742G NON-MARES 1240-01-667-8204
LASER RANGE FINDER-TARGET DESIGNATOR, 

I-CUGR
1

1808
YLIMA_FWD

E01772B NON-MARES 1240-01-412-3128 M24 Binos 1 N/A YMRFD_LIMA

K42222E NON-MARES 6605-01-196-6971 COMPASS,MAGNETIC,UN 2 N/A
(1) YMRFD_LIMA, (1) 

YARM_FWD

N/A NON-MARES N/A  Garmin Foretex 1 N/A Local CMR

N/A NON-MARES N/A  Garmin Etrex 1 N/A Local CMR

69TOTAL ITEMS UNRECOVERABLE
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TAMCN MARES Category NSN NOMENCLATURE QUANTITY SERIAL NUMBER(S) SUC REMARKS IMAGE REFERENCE

E00347M MARES MEE 1015-64-000-1068
ROLE ANTI-ARMOR / ANTIPERSONNEL 

WEAPON SYSTEM (MAAWS)
2 15170, 15176 YMRFD_LIMA

N/A NON-MARES 1230-01-674-5202 COMBAT CONTROL SYSTEM (FCS) 2 4538539, 4844488 YMRFD_LIMA
Used with the 

E00347M (MAAWS)

E09897M MARES MEE 1005-01-412-3129
MACHINE GUN, 

7.62 MILLIMETER M240B
1 U147319 YMRFD_LIMA

E00887B NON-MARES 1240-01-578-0211 MACHINE GUN DAY OPTIC (MDO) 1 009002 YMRFD_LIMA
Used with the   

E09897M (M240B)

E00127G NON-MARES 5855-01-573-2483
MEDIUM RANGE THERMAL BI-OCULAR 

(MRTB) AN/PAS-28
1 03591 YMRFD_LIMA

E01772B NON-MARES 1240-01-412-3128 M24 Binos 1 N/A YMRFD_LIMA

K42222E NON-MARES 6605-01-196-6971 COMPASS,MAGNETIC,UN 1 N/A YMRFD_LIMA

A03367G MARES NON-MEE 5820015862327 RADIO SET (PRC-117G) 2

Parent: 2EF0-9FE-562
     Child: 34560 

Parent: 2EF0-9FE-56B
Child: 08434

YMRFD_LIMA

**CCI** 
Parent is the CMR set 
number, child is the 
actual serial number 
on the data plate on 
the radio.

Note arrangement of 
ports.

A01987G NON-MARES 5820016839499 RADIO SET (PRC-160) 1
Parent: 160-0490
     Child: 008714

YMRFD_LIMA

**CCI**
Parent is the CMR set 
number, child is the 
actual serial number 
on the data plate on 
the radio.

Note different of 
ports. Note knob on 

12

Unrecoverable EDL from Exercise Predator's Run

TOTAL ITEMS UNRECOVERABLE
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TAMCN MARES Category NSN NOMENCLATURE QUANTITY SERIAL NUMBER(S) SUC REMARKS IMAGE REFERENCE

A90607G NON-MARES 7010016463913 COMPUTER SYSTEM,DIG (GETAC) 1 RI205B0549 YLIMA_GCE

A02117G NON-MARES 5985016752889 ANTENNA GROUP 1 0719 YLIMA_GCE
Serial number is on a 
data plate on the bag. 

2

Missing EDL from Exercise Predator's Run

TOTAL ITEMS UNRECOVERABLE

Legend:
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
I MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 

BOX 555300 
CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA 92055-5363 

     IN REPLY REFER TO:

5800 
IO 
16 Oct 23 

From:   1186525627/8042 USMC 
To: Head, Department of Patient Administration 

Subj: REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION IN CASE  
            OF MAJOR TOBIN J. LEWIS XXX-XX-3075, CAPTAIN ELEANOR V. LEBEAU  

XXX-XX-5635, CORPORAL SPENCER COLLART XXX-XX-3260, AND

Ref: (a) DoDM 6025.18, Implementation of the Health Insurance Portability and  
Accountability Act (HIPAA) Privacy Rule in DoD Health Care Programs 

(b) CG, I MEF ltr 5830 CG of 30 Aug 23 (Appointing Order)
(c) JAGINST 5800.7G CH 1 (JAGMAN)

1. Per section 4.4.k of reference (a), protected health information (PHI) may be disclosed for
activities deemed necessary by appropriate military command authorities to assure the proper
execution of the mission of the Armed Forces.  Any such disclosure is limited to the minimum
amount of PHI necessary to accomplish the purpose for which it is requested.

2. I certify that I am duly authorized as a designee of an appropriate military command authority
and acting in the course of my official duties.  My specific title and duties relating to this request
are as follows:

a. Investigating Officer

b. Investigate the cause and any contributing factors to the Class A aviation mishap that
occurred near Darwin, Australia on 27 August 2023 in accordance with reference (c), which 
specifically mandates I assess whether any medical or psychological factors may have 
contributed to the mishap. The subject patients were the air crew for that mishap flight. 

3. I request the following medical information pertaining to the above referenced patients.

a. Any prescriptions/medication lists and associated diagnoses/conditions and treatment
plans; behavioral health records and any associated notes, diagnoses, or treatment plans, whether 
electronically entered or maintained in hard copy with the unit, Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron 363 (Reinforced). 

b. All records requested are limited to the following period: 27 May to 27 August 2023,
90 days prior to the mishap. 

4. I need these records for the following purpose:
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Subj: REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION IN CASE  
            OF MAJOR TOBIN J. LEWIS XXX-XX-3075, CAPTAIN ELEANOR V. LEBEAU  
            XXX-XX-5635, CORPORAL SPENCER COLLART XXX-XX-3260, AND  
           
 

 2

 a.  To determine whether any medical or psychological factor may have contributed to 
the cause of the Class A aviation mishap on 27 August 2023. 
 
 b.  I certify that the information sought is relevant and material to a legitimate command 
inquiry. 
 
5.  The point of contact for this matter is the appointed Legal Advisor, . 

. 
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

          5800
IO
31 Oct 23

From:  Officer-in-Charge, Medical Command, Marine Aircraft Group 24
To:     1186525627 USMC
       
Subj:  REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION IN CASE OF 
MAJOR TOBIN J. LEWIS, CAPTAIN ELEANOR V. LEBEAU, CORPORAL SPENCER 
COLLART, AND CORPORAL TRAVIS D. REYES

Ref:    (a) DoDM 6025.18, Implementation of the Health Insurance Portability and                                     
Accountability Act (HIPAA) Privacy Rule in DoD Health Care Programs                                               

1.  In regard to the request for medical information pertaining to patients who were the air crew 
for the Class A Aviation Mishap on 27 August 2023, all hardcopy medical records pertaining to 
the period from 27 May to 27 August 2023 were reviewed by the Flight Surgeon for Marine 
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 363 (Reinforced). 

     a.  There were no patient encounters and thus no hardcopy medical records for the aircrew of 
the above-mentioned mishap. 
   
     b.  Electronic copies of the last two flight physicals, as well as supporting documentation, 
have already been provided to the Command Investigation Legal Advisor, Major Michael D. 
Minerva. 

2.  The point of contact is for this request is the Flight Surgeon for Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron 363 (Reinforced),  

.

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP 24
1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING 

BOX 63047
MCBH, KANEOHE BAY, HAWAII 96863-3047 
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