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Subj:    PRELIMINARY INQUIRY AND LINE OF DUTY DETERMINATIONS INTO THE 
FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE CLASS A AVIATION 
MISHAP OF AN MV-22B OF MARINE MEDIUM TILTROTOR SQUADRON 363 
(REIN) ON 27 AUGUST 2023 IN AUSTRALIA 
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1. MRF-D Exercise Predator’s Run Confirmation Brief
2. Mishap Mission AFL/EFL Combined Brief
3. NATOPS Flight Personnel Training/Qualification Jacket ICO Major Lewis
4. NATOPS Flight Personnel Training/Qualification Jacket ICO Captain LeBeau
5. NATOPS Flight Personnel Training/Qualification Jacket ICO Corporal Collart
6. NATOPS Flight Personnel Training/Qualification Jacket ICO 
7. Flight Logbook ICO Major Lewis
8. Flight Logbook ICO Captain LeBeau
9. Flight Logbook ICO Corporal Collart
10. Flight Logbook ICO 
11. Aircraft Discrepancy Book ICO Aircraft BUNO 168616
12. Aircraft Log Book ICO Aircraft BUNO 168616
13. Aircraft Weight and Balance Handbook ICO Aircraft BUNO 168616
14. Aircraft BUNO 168616 Maintenance Records
15. Mishap Investigation Support Team (MIST) Report for Aircraft BUNO 168616 of 5

Sep 23
16. VMM-363 (REIN) Original and Corrected Flight Schedules for 2 August 2023 through

6 September 2023
17. 27 August 2023 Daily Weather Observations
18. VMM-363 (REIN) 27 August 2023 Risk Assessment Worksheet
19. VMM-363 (REIN) Operations Duty Officer Binder
20. VMM-363 (REIN) Operations Duty Officer Logbook
21. VMM-363 (REIN) Flight Operations Standard Operating Procedure
22. Air Traffic Control Audio Recordings
23. Post-Crash Video Footage taken from MRF-D COMMSTRAT
24. Mishap Flight Lead Aircraft (Callsign: Dump Truck 11) JMPS Mission Profile Data
25. Crash Site Photographs
26. Drone Video Footage of Crash Site
27. Mishap Aircraft (Callsign: Dump Truck 12) Line of Duty Questionnaires
28. Medical Record Excerpts of GCE Marines Involved in the Mishap
29. Medical Record Excerpts of Mishap Aircraft Crew

2. Summary of findings.

a. On 27 August 2023, a section of MV-22B Ospreys from VMM-363 (REIN), MRF-D,
departed from Royal Australian Air Force Base Darwin (RAAF-D). “Dump Truck 11” and 
“Dump Truck 12” were their respective call signs with Dump Truck 11 being the lead aircraft. 
Dump Truck 12, the mishap aircraft, was crewed by Major Tobin J. Lewis (Aircraft 
Commander), Captain Eleanor V. LeBeau (Co-Pilot), Corporal Spencer R. Collart (Crew Chief), 
and  (Aerial Observer (AO)). In addition to the crew, Dump Truck 12 
had 18 Marines and 1 U.S. Navy Corpsman from Lima Company of the MRF-D Ground Combat 
Element (GCE) (3rd Battalion, 1st Marines) on board.  
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Subj: COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING THE AVIATION MISHAP OF AN MV-22B OF MARINE MEDIUM 
TILTROTOR SQUADRON 363 (REIN) ON 27 AUGUST 2023 IN AUSTRALIA 

6. Note that there is a concurrent safety investigation being conducted into this mishap. A
JAGMAN investigation in accordance with the reference is considered collateral to the safety
investigation. You are directed to ensure your investigation does not violate the privileged
nature of the safety investigation. Specifically, you are prohibited from using privileged
statements provided in conjunction with the safety investigation. No witness will be questioned
regarding information provided to the safety investigation team under promise of confidentiality.
Finally, you may not use the opinions, analysis, or conclusions of the safety investigation or any
subsequent endorsements thereof, in your PI or CI reports.

7.  USMC, and  USMC, are appointed as
Assistant Investigating Officers. Other investigative team members may be added to provide
necessary expertise or administrative support, as required. , USMC, a
judge advocate, is hereby appointed as Legal Advisor. , USMC, is
appointed as Legal Clerk. You may also seek legal advice from the I Marine Expeditionary
Force Office of the Staff Judge Advocate.

8. The point of contact for this matter is the I MEF SJA at i_ mef_ sja _ omb@usmc.mil and (760)
763-2680.

Copy to: 
CO,MRF-D 
File 
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
I MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 

BOX 555300 
CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA 92055-5363 

 

 

              IN REPLY REFER TO: 
        5800 
   IO 
  13 Oct 23 
 
From:   1186525627/8042 USMC 
To: Commanding General, I Marine Expeditionary Force   
 
Subj:    EXTENSION REQUEST IN FOR THE COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO THE 

FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE AVIATION MISHAP OF 
AN MV-22B OF MARINE MEDIUM TILTROTOR SQUADRON 363 (REIN) ON 27 
AUGUST 2023 IN AUSTRALIA 

 
Ref:      (a) JAGINST 5800.7G Ch. 1 (JAGMAN) 
             (b) CG, I MEF ltr 5830 CG of 30 Aug 23 (Appointing Order) 
 
1.  Extension request.  In accordance with references (a) and (b), I am requesting an extension to 
complete the subject command investigation until 15 January 2023. 
 
2.  Reasons for extension.  This request is based on several pending investigative actions beyond 
the control of the command investigation team. Specifically, (1) the Naval Safety Center’s 
factual engineering report is not complete (without an estimated completion date); (2) U.S. 
Armed Forces Medical Examiner’s reports (requested on 22 September 23) are not expected to 
be completed until December; and (3) the transcription service is still completing the verbatim 
transcripts of several key witness interviews.  With the possible exception of the engineering 
report, we anticipate receiving these documents prior to the requested due date, which will 
enable us to consider this evidence and appropriately include it in the report of investigation. 
 
 
 

 
Copy to: 
I MEF, SJA 
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
I MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 

BOX 555300 
CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA 92055-5363 

 

 

              IN REPLY REFER TO: 
        5800 
   IO 
  9 Jan 24 
 
From:   USMC 
To: Commanding General, I Marine Expeditionary Force   
 
Subj:    SECOND EXTENSION REQUEST FOR THE COMMAND INVESTIGATION INTO 

THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE AVIATION MISHAP 
OF AN MV-22B OF MARINE MEDIUM TILTROTOR SQUADRON 363 (REIN) ON 
27 AUGUST 2023 IN AUSTRALIA 

 
Ref:      (a) JAGINST 5800.7G Ch. 1 (JAGMAN) 
             (b) CG, I MEF ltr 5830 CG of 30 Aug 23 (Appointing Order) 
 
1.  Extension request.  In accordance with references (a) and (b), I am requesting an extension to 
complete the subject command investigation until 1 March 2024. 
 
2.  Reasons for extension.  Since approval of the first extension request, the investigation team 
has received the U.S. Armed Forces Medical Examiner’s reports and the requested interview 
transcripts.  The Naval Safety Center’s factual engineering reports, however, remain incomplete 
(without an estimated completion date). Accordingly, I am requesting a 45-day extension. 
 
 
 

 
Copy to: 
I MEF, SJA 
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GCE Mission
- Add statement

- SPECIFIED
- IMPLIED
- ESSENTIAL

- L-Hour: 0920L
- Mission precedence: priority
- BPT:
- GO:
- NO GO: 
- MIN WEATHER:

- MV-22: 
- H-1: 1400/5

- End state / mission success criteria
- Commander’s Intent: 

Enclosure (8)





LONESTAR LOCATIONS/FREQ
NEED CLEANED UP
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ACE Mission
- At 2330Z on 26 Aug 2023, MRF-D ACE conducts air assault on Melville Island IOT facilitate 

securing 1 BDE Obj 1 and 2.
- SPECIFIED: DAS, CAS, ESCORT, CAT
- IMPLIED: MIR
- ESSENTIAL: DAS, CAT

- L-Hour: 0920L
- Mission precedence: Priority
- BPT: CASEVAC, Immediate Re-embark
- GO: 

- MIN BOOTS: 18 PER OBJ
- H-1 TBD
- 1xMV22

- NO GO: TBD
- MIN WEATHER:

- MV-22: 1000/5
- H-1: 1400/5

- End state / mission success criteria: 1 BDE forces successfully inserted into Obj 1 and 2 and 
ACE assets postured for future operations. 

- Commander’s Intent: 
- Purpose: Insert 1 BDE forces into Obj 1 and 2 
- Method: Via assault support aircraft 
- Endstate: Aircraft postured for future operations.

-    ROE – Weapons HOLD
Enclosure (8)





Execution

Add timeline
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AFL EGRESS 
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Command and Signal

- RED RISK TO MISSION

- RED RISK TO FORCE
- BLUE RISK TO MISSION
- BLUE RISK TO FORCE

- DEBRIEF TIME AND LOCATION
- QUESTIONS
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Darwin Operational Impacts

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Time (I’) 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00

Comm

Trafficability

Personnel T T T T T T T T

FW Aircraft

RW Aircraft

Legend

C – Ceilings T - Temperature V - Visibility W - Wind

RA - Rain IC - Icing FG - Fog DU - Dust

TS - Thunderstorm TB - Turbulence SC – Soil Comp SA - Solar Activity

Favorable Marginal Unfavorable
Enclosure (9)







CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Cebu Operational Impacts

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Time (I’) 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00

Comm TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

Trafficability SC SC SC SC SC SC SC SC

Personnel T, TSRA T, TSRA T, TSRA T, TSRA

FW Aircraft TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

RW Aircraft TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

Legend

C - Ceilings T – Temperature V – Visibility W - Wind

RA - Rain IC - Icing FG - Fog DU - Dust

TS - Thunderstorm TB - Turbulence SC – Soil Comp SA - Solar Activity

Favorable Marginal Unfavorable
Enclosure (9)





CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Palawan Operational Impacts

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Time (I’) 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00

Comm TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

Trafficability SC SC SC SC SC SC SC SC

Personnel T,TSRA T,TSRA T,TSRA T,TSRA

FW Aircraft TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

RW Aircraft TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

Legend

C - Ceilings T - Temperature V – Visibility W - Wind

RA - Rain IC - Icing FG - Fog DU - Dust

TS - Thunderstorm TB - Turbulence SC – Soil Comp SA - Solar Activity

Favorable Marginal Unfavorable
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Brisbane Operational Impacts

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Time (I’) 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00

Comm

Trafficability

Personnel

FW Aircraft

RW Aircraft

Legend

C - Ceilings T - Temperature V - Visibility W - Wind

RA - Rain IC - Icing FG - Fog DU - Dust

TS - Thunderstorm TB - Turbulence SC – Soil Comp SA - Solar Activity

Favorable Marginal Unfavorable
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Zambales Operational Impacts

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Time (I’) 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00

Comm TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

Trafficability SC SC SC SC SC SC SC SC

Personnel T, TSRA T, TSRA T, TSRA T, TSRA

FW Aircraft TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

RW Aircraft TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

Legend

C - Ceilings T - Temperature V - Visibility W - Wind

RA - Rain IC - Icing FG - Fog DU - Dust

TS - Thunderstorm TB - Turbulence SC – Soil Comp SA - Solar Activity

Favorable Marginal Unfavorable
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Nauru Operational Impacts

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Time (I’) 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00

Comm TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

Trafficability SC SC SC SC SC SC SC SC

Personnel T T, TSRA T, TSRA T, TSRA T, TSRA T

FW Aircraft TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

RW Aircraft TSRA TSRA TSRA TSRA

Legend

C - Ceilings T - Temperature V - Visibility W - Wind

RA - Rain IC - Icing FG - Fog DU - Dust

TS - Thunderstorm TB - Turbulence SC – Soil Comp SA - Solar Activity

Favorable Marginal Unfavorable
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Dili Operational Impacts

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Time (I’) 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00

Comm

Trafficability

Personnel T T T T

FW Aircraft

RW Aircraft

Legend

C - Ceilings T - Temperature V - Visibility W - Wind

RA - Rain IC - Icing FG - Fog DU - Dust

TS - Thunderstorm TB - Turbulence SC – Soil Comp SA - Solar Activity

Favorable Marginal Unfavorable
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Townsville Operational Impacts

Date Thursday
August 24

Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Time (I’) 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00 00-12 12-00

Comm

Trafficability

Personnel

FW Aircraft W W W

RW Aircraft W W W

Legend

C - Ceilings T - Temperature V - Visibility W - Wind

RA - Rain IC - Icing FG - Fog DU - Dust

TS - Thunderstorm TB - Turbulence SC – Soil Comp SA - Solar Activity

Favorable Marginal Unfavorable
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Aviation Hazards

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Location RAAF DARWIN / ROBERTSON
TURB NONE NONE NONE NONE
ICING NONE NONE NONE NONE

FRZ LVL 165 165 165 165

Location MT BUNDEY TRAINING AREA
TURB NONE NONE NONE NONE
ICING NONE NONE NONE NONE

FRZ LVL 165 165 165 165

Location BRADSHAW
TURB NONE NONE NONE NONE
ICING NONE NONE NONE NONE

FRZ LVL 165 165 165 165
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Aviation Hazards

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Location CEBU
TURB IN TS IN TS IN TS IN TS
ICING NONE NONE NONE NONE

FRZ LVL 150 150 150 150

Location PALAWAN
TURB IN TS IN TS IN TS IN TS
ICING NONE NONE NONE NONE

FRZ LVL 150 150 150 150

Location BRISBANE
TURB NONE NONE NONE NONE
ICING NONE NONE NONE NONE

FRZ LVL 100 100 100 100
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Aviation Flight Data

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Location RAAF DARWIN / ROBERTSON

DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT

PA +162 +72 +189 +103 +186 +109 +162 +91

DA +2375 +1659 +2450 +1665 +2319 +1722 +2257 +1695

TEMP 86°F
(30°C)

78ºF
(26°C)

91°F
(33°C)

79ºF
(26°C)

88°F
(31°C)

79ºF
(26°C)

88°F
(31°C)

79ºF
(26°C)

MIN ALT 29.84 29.82 29.82 29.84

Location MOUNT BUNDEY 

DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT

PA +225 +129 +241 +144 +232 +151 +226 +144

DA +2800 +2027 +2757 +2475 +2568 +1959 +2703 +1905

TEMP 98°F
(36°C)

84ºF
(29°C)

97°F
(36°C)

84ºF
(29°C)

91°F
(33°C)

84ºF
(29°C)

91°F
(33°C)

84ºF
(29°C)

MIN ALT 29.85 29.83 29.82 29.85
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Aviation Flight Data

Date Friday
August 25

Saturday
August 26

Sunday
August 27

Monday
August 28

Location BRADSHAW

DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT DAY NIGHT

PA +283 +197 +318 +221 +307 +225 +287 +214

DA +2636 +1660 +2617 +1677 +2560 +1648 +2573 +1645

TEMP 94°F
(34°C)

76ºF
(25°C)

91°F
(33°C)

79ºF
(26°C)

91°F
(33°C)

79ºF
(26°C)

91°F
(33°C)

79ºF
(26°C)

MIN ALT 29.94 29.87 29.88 29.91
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CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Philippines Tropical Storm Activity
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Enclosure (13) ASIST Lead Aircraft Flight Recreation Video  

 

The video footage at enclosure (13) is a video that is computer generated based on flight data from the 
Lead Aircraft (LA). The video was generated by the Flight Vehicle Modeling & Simulation Division at 
Naval Air Systems Command in Patuxent, Maryland and was prepared at the request of this 
investigation team. 

Enclosure (13) consists of the following one video: 

Encl 13 ASIST Lead Aircraft Flight Recreation Video 



Enclosure (14) Air Traffic Control Audio Recordings 

 

The audio recordings in enclosure (14) are recordings covering the mishap flight from departure our of 
RAAF Darwin through the end of flight operations. The audio recordings were provided to the 
investigation team by Australian authorities. 

Enclosure (14) consists of the following seven audio files: 

Tape 1 

Tape 2 

Tape 3 

Tape 4 

Tape 5 

Tape 6 

Tape 7 













1 

Summary of Interview of , ADF 

What is your background and role in the predator’s run? 

 in the ADF, tank commander currently serving as an adjudicator at CTC, a coach or evaluator to 
inform troops in an exercise of what has occurred. Was around Pickerterramor awaiting contact.  

What was the planning like? 

Not involved in planning, more evaluating, one previous ex diamond strike in Townsville, with usmc 
company based in Townsville. 

What is the overview narrative of observations day of mishap? 

Sometime that morning we were told Pickerterramor around 0900; 2 pax in 2 Vics went to airfield. 
Linked up with  around 09 saw the cobra and Huey never saw 2 Osprey in the sky at 1 time, we 
only saw 1 at a time. around 0915/0920 saw a very large plume of smoke asked if someone just crashed. 
We thought it might be a fire about 0937 the second Osprey landed, then the Huey. The cc ran over to us 
and from there we jumped into action. 

What was the maneuver of the one you saw? 

Looked like it approached and then maybe misjudged the landing then took off and went around and 
came back in for a landing.  

Tell me about the fires 

Lot of deadfall, dry and hot. Didn’t even see the start of it. Didn’t hear any sounds of a crash or anything. 

Huey landed and cc ran to  called us over. We ran over. Briefly spoke with cc who said the 
Osprey had gone down. About the same time  reported it over the radio. 2x squads of role players in 
the vicinity. My partner grabbed one group, I grabbed them here. We spoke briefly. Comms bad so  
stayed at the shed and we went to the crash site.  

We began running towards the crash site, about 200 meters behind the first patrol. 

Observed the air frame was on fire and saw two groups of soldiers. One with the Pri 1 the other with the 
Pri 2 casualties. We began reporting to  We started providing medical support until the care flight 
docs roped in. probably about 10/1015.  

We were told 3 were missing, so we did a sector search around the crash site. While we were moving 
around the USMC investigators arrived [AMB]. 

Instructed some soldiers to begin cutting a trail, concurrently to get vehicles in. the ambulance got there 
and the Pri 1 was EVAC’d. Used other few Vics to shuttle remaining Marines out.  

A truck with a water tank on the back came and took about 3 trips to put out the fire. 

We saw the remains of 2 crew in the a/r around the time of the 2d truck. Found the 3d body in the a/c and 
ceased all search activities. 

What time did you arrive at the crash scene? 
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2 

About 1030 

How much was on fire when you arrived? 

Both wings detached, cockpit entirely burnt and very smashed in as if it took the brunt of the impact. 
Some fire on the right hand engine and through the middle of the aircraft.  

Fuselage was collapsed at that point. By the time we left it was well burnt down. Over half of its total 
mass was not there.  

Tell me about the truck 

Hilux, two seater with a water tank  

What were the search operations? 

Concentric circles around the aircraft and a search of the crash lane to make sure nobody was under debris 
or wreckage and looked in the trees. 

Clearing the road in 

We all started walking, about 200 meters in I realized we could get a Vic in. Tasked 3 to go back and lead 
the Vics in and make a road. Didn’t take too long, probably closer to 11 by the time they got to the crash 
site.  

Pri 1 was still being intensely worked on by the time the Vic arrived and they hadn't completed too many 
laps. 

Anything else? 

About 200 meters from the crash site, one large bang, secondary explosion in the air frame. Louder than a 
grenade, closer to an 84 in terms of sound. 
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9        Transcript of Audio File:

10    COMMAND INVESTIGATION RE: AVIATION MISHAP

11   INTERVIEW OF 

12  TAKEN AT ROBERTSON BARRACKS IN DARWIN, AUSTRALIA

13       TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2023

14

15     Audio Runtime:  1 hour and 16 minutes

16

17

18

19
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21

22

23

24
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1  with myself, the CO of -- of Lima Company, as well as

2  ACE operations planners, et cetera.  Just to -- to get

3  down in the weeds of it.

4       My role now as the is more the -- the

5  behind the scenes of, you know, air -- air manifest

6  assets, discussing the landing plan.  One thing that

7  was different for me in this was I was designated as a

8  ground force commander, and because there was two

9  objectives for a -- for a rifle company, we decided not

10  to make one force -- ground force commander, but

11  instead F2, so my CO was going to have the northern

12  objective and then I was having the southern objective,

13  which we called Cheetah.

14       So that was really my -- my project.  In the

15  in the planning, we -- we did kind of plan under one

16  umbrella, but know -- knowing that there would be two

17  separate inserts and really, the ground force commander

18  piece would've come into play once we were on deck and

19  -- and took charge of the -- the Marines on deck and my

20  objective, because there was other units in the ADF,

21  you know, that we were linking up with.

22       We -- we were managing our assets and just

23  decided to go that way, which is one thing that was

24  different.  But for the air assault planning piece, it

25  was pretty much as SOP for us, and we're -- we're
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1  typically air assault company in Lima, so we have a

2  couple of reps of this to -- to the pre-employment

3  workup, ITX, and et cetera.  So this was not my first

4  time fulfilling this role --

5     Q.  Okay.

6     A.  -- as the .  So -- and then I was working

7  back and forth with the section lead primarily, to give

8  him our data for who was going to be on board, who

9  wasn't going to be on board.  That went back and forth

10  a little bit for different reasons, mainly the UET

11  qualifications.  So we took everyone off the -- the go

12  roster who was not UET qual-ed, as well as Marines who

13  were on light duty, injured, going to go back ADVON, et

14  cetera.

15       So we trimmed down to a final number of 106,

16  was our go number.  Of those 106 would've been in 100

17  from Lima Company, and then we had, I believe it was,

18  six Marines from our combat engineer platoon that were

19  attached to us for the -- for the exercise.  It

20  might've been plus or minus one here but -- and -- and

21  then specifically for my objective, we were going in

22  with 38.

23       So 19 per aircraft, which wasn't something

24  out of the norm.  Initially it was going to be 18, but

25  because we had 38, we wanted to put into that
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1  objective, we -- we requested to put 19 per Osprey, to

2  make it one -- one clean hit into the objective versus

3  like two hits with like two -- two Marines on one

4  plane.

5     Q.  Uh-huh.

6     A.  The other objective was going -- it was 68

7  to the northern objective for a total of -- would've

8  been two hits of 36, I believe the math there.  In

9  their assault planning, most of it had to do with the

10  escort flight leads dealing with, like, they had to be

11  escorted to the zone.  But then also the close air

12  support coverage, we would have once we were on deck.

13  So that was the majority of the conversation in that

14  detailed planning session we had with HMLA.  Objective

15  area diagrams, et cetera.

16       And then we moved onto the landing plan.  We

17  talked about the landing plan.  Of note, myself and the

18  -- the CO of Lima Company, the -- the day prior to the

19  insert.  So it would've been the 26th of August, went

20  on a aerial reconnaissance with HMLA.  So we got, you

21  know, eyes on both objectives of the Huey pilots up

22  there, took a bunch of notes.  We picked out a landing

23  spot, landing points for the Ospreys, noted obstacles

24  and whatnot and fed that information to them.

25  Ultimately, we came up with what was an off-axis
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1  landing into the zone, into a paved runway.  So it

2  would've been off-axis on -- section on-line landing is

3  what we were requesting.

4       Post that meeting, I think I sent a version

5  two of the manifest and asset to them just finalizing,

6  you know, a couple Marines who got injured prior to, et

7  cetera.  But still we were going in with the same --

8  same go number, so we did one full-on swap.  So going

9  in with 106 total with 38 going to -- to my objective.

10  So that was really the -- the planning piece.  It was

11  very, very standard off the -- the Marine Corps assault

12  planning checklist back and forth with them.  And we

13  were pretty happy.  We -- we did know that that was one

14  of our more successful, like, planning sessions, having

15  that many pilots there.

16     Q.  Yeah.

17     A.  Planners and the actual pilots who would --

18  who would be flying the mission, so that was good for

19  us.  Leading up to the day of insert, we did that

20  aerial reconnaissance the day before, myself and the

21  CO.  Over to Mobile Island, guys on both objectives

22  came back with I assume good information, didn't --

23  didn't affect our scheme maneuver.

24       I just confirmed what we had already

25  planned, which was good.  And then for us in -- in Lima
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1  that -- that day prior, we did all of our pre-combat

2  actions, pulled our stuff in the armory, staged all of

3  our stuff, loaded our packs into trucks, and then just

4  prepared to push out to RAAF Darwin where -- where the

5  PZ was, the next morning, on the 27th.  Our planning

6  factor for, I guess, like weights on our outside was

7  300 pounds per Marine.

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  We were going in lighter than that, but just

10  because it was only 72-hour mission, we -- most Marines

11  were going in lighter, but there was probably some

12  Marines who were closer to the 300-pound mark.  But I

13  don't -- I don't think anyone would've been over it.

14  And so the average weight that we -- we went and agreed

15  with the ACE was round up to 300 per Marine.  So it was

16  approximately, yeah, 300 times 19 would've been the

17  weight going onto each -- each aircraft.

18     Q.  Okay.

19     A.  Then day of, 27th August rolled around.  We

20  had planned to link up with the whole company here at

21  this location at 06:30.  I got up a little bit early

22  that day because we had a battalion main set up, so I

23  went and checked in with them, confirmed anything, you

24  know, that was different with the tactical scenario of

25  the -- of the day had changed.
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1       Because the exercise had already been going

2  at that point with the -- the ADF.  So that they had a

3  couple of small updates that didn't really pertain to

4  us, and just confirmed that, hey, we have the right X

5  checklist and whatnot, gave my copy of the manifest,

6  final copy to the battalion main so that they had our

7  serials, manifests, et cetera.

8       And then yeah, linked up back here at 06:30,

9  gathered everyone up.  We got our final, you know, head

10  count and EDL of personnel, and the serialized gear

11  list, and then we loaded buses here at Robertson

12  Barracks, and then departed here a little bit after

13  7:00.  We were supposed to depart at 7:00, a little bit

14  late, ran at 07:10 we pushed out.  And that put us over

15  at RAAF Darwin, the PZ, around 07:40.  We received a PG

16  diagram from 363 the night -- the day before, so --

17     Q.  Uh-huh.

18     A.  -- telling us where they wanted us to stage,

19  et cetera.  Very easy.  We're -- we feel confident to

20  say we were pretty good at starting at the PZs at this

21  point, so nothing out of the ordinary.  The Marines got

22  in their spots, and then we had our MO techs drop off

23  our five by six planks there.  Started loading that,

24  and that was about 08:00 at that point.  08:00 or so

25  roll around, we were planning on a 09:00 takeoff.  So a
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1  little bit after 08:00, one of the crew chiefs came out

2  to give us a safety briefing for the aircraft.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  So we had everyone in the PZ staged there,

5  just circled them up.  The crew chief came out with the

6  -- the LPU and he went through -- went through the

7  safety briefing, very standard.  And he basically

8  covered donning the LPU, taking off the LPU, how to

9  inspect the oxygen tank, et cetera.  Don't -- like,

10  don't pull the handles, you know, before, et cetera.

11     Q.  Yeah.

12     A.  Asked if we had any questions with that.

13  And then from my -- what I can best recall, he

14  mentioned the -- the forward right door of the Osprey

15  and then the rear ramp being like, the two main egress

16  points.  And then he told us, like, you know, in the

17  event of an emergency, the crew chiefs will have, you

18  know, directions on which exit they want us to use to

19  egress if we had to.  And that was pretty much -- it

20  was straight to the point.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  Covered the -- the use of the LPU and then

23  told us that he would come back and grab us when they

24  were ready to board.  So between that briefing ending

25  and loading the aircrafts, so we were -- we were staged

Enclosure (18)

(b) (6)



1  right next to the flight line, just outside of the gate

2  in the dirt, just kind of next to the spaces, right by

3  the gym there on the -- the -- the FRA (phonetic).

4  They were staged out there.  I was going to be -- so my

5  serial was 9005.

6       We were also putting serial 3000 and 3005 on

7  -- on my aircraft.  We were the priority serials.  So

8  they came out, saw one bird start spinning.  And then I

9  think it was our first sergeant who's typically our

10  MACO guy --

11     Q.  Uh-huh.

12     A.  -- talking to the crew chief.  They said,

13  hey, like, one of the aircraft is having just a quick

14  mechanical thing.  They're going to work through it,

15  but we're ready to load the first stick of 19, which

16  was going to be me.  I didn't know this until after the

17  fact, but we were unloading Dash-2 because the section

18  lead was the aircraft that was having some trouble.

19       So he made the call to -- to switch the

20  priority serials around and the -- the plan was to push

21  with a single ship.  So I got my guys up, it was 19,

22  and I walked down to the flight line, escorted by the

23  crew chief.  The -- the forward crew chief, he pointed

24  up, handed us off to the rear crew chief.  And -- and

25  then he did a quick head count.  When we were on the
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1  ramp, he counted 17 and I was like, no, there should be

2  19 of us.  One of our Marines was just being slow, and

3  then someone else went to grab him, like typical.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  So then yeah, one grabbed him.  It was 19,

6  counted us, stood there for a little bit and then --

7  and then got on board.  I was the first one on the

8  Osprey -- sorry, the second one on the Osprey.  And

9  they were just telling us, hey, like, you know, sit

10  here, sit here, sit here, et cetera.  But I was on ICS.

11  So then he pulled me and put me in the seat with the --

12  the ICS crew, you know.

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  As we were boarding, I noticed that the

15  other Osprey started to spin -- spin up, so assuming

16  that that one was good.  And then we got on, buckled

17  up.  That was a little bit of a slower process than

18  usual, like getting on board, buckling, just because of

19  the -- the LPU, main packs, et cetera, gathering, you

20  know, weapons and all that -- all that jazz.  So I got

21  on.  I got in my seat, sat down, put the LPU on over

22  the flack, and buckled that thing up.

23       And then was going to go put on the ICS

24  cranial, but like the -- one of the -- the headphone

25  things kind of, like, broke.  So the crew chief just
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1  grabbed it from me, like fixed it for me real quick.

2  In that time, I got my seatbelt on, got ICS up, and I

3  was just, you know, helping the guys to my left and

4  right, because they, you know, were sitting on their

5  belts.  It was all over the place.  You know?

6     Q.  Uh-huh.

7     A.  Like they're just tangled up and everything,

8  so they got all buckled in.  And then I got up on ICS

9  and Corporal Collart (phonetic), front -- front crew

10  chief, I think he had us on, like -- he's -- I forget

11  what it was called, but it was like the mode where ICS

12  can only talk to each other.

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  So he just gave me like, a quick rundown.  I

15  needed to press the button to talk, you know?

16     Q.  Yeah.  It was on private.

17     A.  We're only talking to each other right now.

18     Q.  Yep.

19     A.  Any questions?  I said, no, I'm good.  And

20  then I'll switch you back to the aircraft, and then

21  switched us over and then I started to hear, you know -

22  -

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  -- all the crew talking, kind of like, air

25  traffic control chatter -- chatter between the, you
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1  know, both the aircraft, et cetera.  At that point,

2  yeah, everyone was still, kind of, getting on.  When

3  everyone got on, did their normal like, muzzles down,

4  thumbs up, you know, they counted everyone one more

5  time.  And then between the two crew chiefs, they

6  counted 19, told the guys in the front 19, and then

7  there was a little conversation that me and the pilots

8  had.

9       I think when we were getting on, the number

10  17 from when we were on the ramp got passed to the

11  pilots.  So they were confused, like, oh, different as

12  fragged (phonetic), or whatever.  And I just got on

13  there.  I was like, Hey, no, like original 19 as

14  fragged, you know, just like, hiccup on the ramp, but

15  the 19 that they're counting is the original, and 19

16  names as fragged, so no change.  And then they passed

17  that over to lead parked over on the right.

18       And then I noticed, or heard, you know, lead

19  was good to go.  And then you know, we were pushing I

20  think 08:50 at that point.  I was looking at my watch,

21  you know, because we got 09:00 night take-off time.  I

22  figured we were going to be a little bit late.  And the

23  two pilots up front, pilot, female pilot asks like,

24  hey, in this situation, in real world, like would we --

25  who -- who has the authority to roll -- or they had a
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1  little conversation, like mission commander does, et

2  cetera.  He would probably just roll at 15 minutes to

3  the right due to maintenance.  No -- no -- no biggie

4  there.  Started to hear pilots going through some

5  checklists.

6     Q.  Uh-huh.

7     A.  They went through some checklists.  I

8  remember they talked to the crew chiefs in the back,

9  okay, let us know when your ramp is up, and everyone is

10  good.  After, you know, a couple more minutes and

11  everyone was good, they'd say, hey, we're ramps up.

12  All right.  Cool.  Then we sat there for like, a few

13  minutes, maybe five minutes or so, probably just

14  waiting for the other guy to -- to button up.  And then

15  -- then they were buttoned up.

16       They said they were going to back taxi, just

17  because of the way they were parked.  So I don't -- I

18  don't actually know how lead like -- maybe I just

19  missed them.  Maybe if they back taxied first, and then

20  taxied passed us, or went around the other way.  But we

21  back taxied.   in the back was giving

22  them talk-ons, et cetera.  I could see the -- the

23  ground flight line guys, you know, like doing their

24  thing.

25     Q.  Uh-huh.  Uh-huh.
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1     A.  Backing up the aircraft.  Kind of -- kind of

2  funny, like, Corporal Collart in the front right window

3  was up there like, you know, waving to them.  Probably

4  -- probably friends with all those guys, you know?  So

5  --

6     Q.  Yeah, yeah.

7     A.  -- he was out there waving at them.  And

8  then you know, talking to all the pilots, et cetera.

9  Backed up, and then we started taxiing forward.

10  Everyone ran through their -- their checks as we were

11  taxiing out there.  As we were pulling out of the FRA

12  ramp, where the FARP is, we stopped there for -- for a

13  minute.

14       I don't think we took on any gas or de-

15  fueled or anything.  It -- it was just pretty quick,

16  but we were there for maybe a minute or two, stopped.

17  That's where I think we probably taxied out the other

18  way.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  And then they probably let them pass us --

21     Q.  Uh-huh.

22     A.  Because I could see out the -- out the

23  cockpit because they had the -- the cabin door at the -

24  - cockpit door open, and Collart was up there, just

25  seeing them taxiing out in front of us.  I could hear
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1  the lead talking to air traffic control.  They told

2  them whatever, I guess they were ready for takeoff,

3  whatever.  They said, hey, we're -- we're in need of a

4  rolling takeoff.

5     Q.  Uh-huh.

6     A.  And then we taxied onto the runway.  I can't

7  remember if our lead, I believe, was on the -- I

8  believe the lead was on the right side of the runway,

9  and we took the left side.  And it was the first time

10  I've done a rolling takeoff, so that was pretty fun.

11  But yeah, they, you know, powered up and felt the

12  acceleration of the aircraft, and then we were off.

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  Pretty -- seemed pretty standard, nothing --

15  no real chatter from the pilots.  There was a couple --

16  I believe it was shortly after takeoff, a couple -- or

17  actually, no.  It was when we were still in the runway

18  before we took off, there was some like deedle, like

19  the noises from the --

20     Q.  Uh-huh.  Deedle-leedle?

21     A.  Yep.  And they -- they said no factor or

22  something like that, so we continued.  Yeah.  And then

23  we took off, and shortly after takeoff, we -- the

24  female pilot was the one flying.  I feel like I forgot

25  to mention that before.  It was when we were taxiing,
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1  or before we started taxiing.

2       Male pilot said, hey, do you want to fly, or

3  do you want me to take it?

4       She was like, I'll -- I'll fly, if you don't

5  mind.

6       He was like, yeah.  Sounds good.

7       So then she was the one flying presumably

8  for the -- for -- for the first bit.  Yeah.  Took off,

9  and then I think she asked like, hey, good to

10  transition, good to go fast, and he was like, yeah,

11  hey, let's do it.  And then you know, if I saw -- you

12  how you can feel it and see it?

13     Q.  Uh-huh.

14     A.  You know, out the window?

15     Q.  Okay.

16     A.  Because I had -- I was in like, the second

17  most seat to the front on the left-hand side of the

18  cabin, so I could see pretty clearly out the front

19  right cabin door, and then had a little window back to

20  me.  So I'm also just like -- an interest in aviation.

21  So I was looking around the whole time.

22       Yeah.  Just make notice, you know, we

23  transitioned to airplane mode.  Took off out of Darwin.

24  I don't know what direction it was, but we made a --

25  kind of a nice, easy left-hand turn.  I believe we were
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1  in echelon left, because I'm pretty sure I could see

2  lead --

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  -- front right, a couple of times

5  throughout.  He had his normal -- normal flight, they

6  called feet wet.  I was having trouble hearing up and

7  out comms out of the aircraft, so like ATC, et cetera.

8  But I could hear internally --

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  -- pretty -- pretty good.  Yeah, definitely

11  could hear inside.  Yeah.  Called feet wet.  We were

12  going.  I'd flow the same route the day before in a

13  Huey, so I was pretty surprised, like they called feet

14  dry, like, super quick, you know, if -- you know, a lot

15  faster than the Huey.

16       But when we were over the water, I believe,

17  right before we were feet dry, the male pilot said,

18  hey, hey , did you hear that?

19       And I was like, oh, no, I -- I didn't hear.

20       And then Collart, the crew chief came back

21  and adjusted my volume, because there was a situation

22  update from the -- the skids, that they passed, of the

23  objective tactical scenario, and then -- and then the

24  male pilot just repeated himself, hey, there's --

25  there's five people in the -- right in the middle of
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1  the runway.  No weapons, doesn't seem to be an issue,

2  sounds good?  And then, you know, just passed a hand

3  and arm signal to the guys in the back.  They, you

4  know, thumbs up, sounds good.  A lot of like yelling

5  and screaming, trying to communicate that.

6     Q.  Yeah, yeah.

7     A.  But yeah, got that back to them.  And then

8  yeah, when we were in flight, normal flight, I saw the

9  crew chief up front, Collart.  He was looking at the

10  manifest, probably just looking at the next sticks, who

11  was coming on board.  And then most of the flight who

12  was up in the tunnel, you know, like up with the pilots

13  there --

14     Q.  Uh-huh.

15     A.  -- once we had taken off.  And then hey,

16  they called feet dry, and then I heard the lead called

17  dump truck 1-1 flight, this -- IP Subaru, called to IP.

18  And then escort flights, you know, said like, continue

19  the LZ's ICE (phonetic).  So I was like, sweet, you

20  know, let the guys know in the back that zone was ICE,

21  we're going in.  Everyone was getting pretty, you know,

22  chief separated it, ready to go.

23     Q.  Yeah.

24     A.  And then I can't remember if it was, like,

25  right before, when we hit the IP, we made kind of a
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1  nice, easy left-hand turn.  And -- and our point of

2  ingress altitude from what I remember was 700 feet, so

3  I think we descended like, a little bit to hit that

4  altitude at the IP.

5       And then yeah, made a nice, easy left-hand

6  turn.  And then after that, I could see the beach.

7  Like, we were flying right along the beach, out the

8  window.  And then my mind here gets a little bit -- a

9  little bit jumbled together.

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  But the best of my memory was we started a

12  series of I -- what I remember was three right-hand

13  turns.  So we made our first right-hand turn, which was

14  a pretty hard turn to the right, but nothing we hadn't

15  really experienced before as, you know, from just

16  assuming that they're getting set up for the zone.

17  Still in -- still in airplane mode, and then rolled --

18  rolled wings level.  We started to make a second right-

19  hand turn, and then the male pilot up front made --

20  made a comment, hey, like, you're right on top of lead.

21       And then after that, we rolled wings level

22  again, and I saw lead out of the front right, so

23  assuming we were just kind of correcting back a little

24  bit, because I could see them up front right.  Sorry,

25  that was in the first right-hand turn, was when he
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1  said, hey, you're on top of lead.  And then we rolled

2  the wings level.  And then we made, in our second

3  right-hand turn, which was a little bit harder, and

4  that's when I heard stall.

5     Q.  Okay.

6     A.  Of the -- the -- like the automated voice,

7  and then some of the deedles, and then we rolled wings

8  level.  And then the male pilot said, all right, like,

9  give me one more, like, you know, pull it, like give me

10  one more hard turn, because I think that was our final

11  right-hand -- right 90 to set up for the zone.

12       And at that point, we made a pretty hard

13  right-hand turn.  Probably one of the harder turns I've

14  experienced in an Osprey.  Definitely wasn't past 90,

15  but it -- it was a hard one.  And then, I felt, you

16  know, the -- we started to transition.  And then, in

17  that right-hand turn was -- out of the front right

18  window was when I noticed trees getting closer and kind

19  of felt like the little bit more of a nose-down

20  attitude.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  And that's when the male pilot said, hey, I

23  have the -- I have the controls.  She said, you have

24  the controls.  And then quickly, we rolled wings level,

25  and then male pilot just kind of -- kind of screamed,
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1  brace, brace.  And I heard that in the ICS, the guys in

2  the back definitely could see more than us in the

3  front, that, you know, we're -- we're real low,

4  something wasn't quite right.  He yelled, brace, brace

5  as we were wings level.

6       And then what I felt was the tops of the

7  trees, kind of like -- it almost felt like we rode the

8  tops of the trees for a little bit.  I could feel it

9  like, kind of like scattering on the bottom of the

10  plane for -- it couldn't have been more than a second,

11  but a good amount of time that I remember that clearly.

12  And then just one big -- one big impact.

13     Q.  Yeah.

14     A.  I knew we were wings level for a fact, and

15  yeah.  And then it was just one -- one big -- one big

16  impact.  Yeah, pretty sure right when he yelled brace,

17  brace, I had enough time to just, like, grab the guys

18  next to me, like by the -- by the -- by the flacks,

19  just to like give them a -- a warning.  They -- they

20  probably knew but --

21     Q.  Yeah, yeah.

22     A.  -- just grabbed them.  I think I even like,

23  tried to, like, put the guy on my left kind of into the

24  brace position a little bit.  And then it was just one

25  big impact and then yeah, closed my eyes.  And then we
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1  hit, and then opened my eyes, like, surprised that, you

2  know, I was alive, and then I -- yeah.  Pretty, pretty

3  dark, smoke, dirt filling the cabin.

4       And then yeah, the first thing I saw just

5  right in front of me was just flames.  Just complete

6  flames covering that -- that right-hand cabin door.  I

7  saw, and this I wrote -- I wrote in the statement, this

8  is one of the things that I saw that no one else did,

9  which probably is just my mind, you know, on me now.

10       But I -- I saw -- saw Corporal Collart, once

11  we were on the ground, egressed the aircraft.  Everyone

12  else said like -- and -- and prior to that point, he

13  was in the tunnel.  Like he -- he rode the tunnel the

14  whole way down.

15     Q.  Uh-huh.

16     A.  So that's where I think my mind was just,

17  you know, telling me something different.  But yeah.

18  And then that right-hand door is completely engulfed in

19  flames.  And then out the left-hand window, I could see

20  flames as well.  And then even to the cockpit, just you

21  know, flames as well.  And then initially -- initial

22  impact, there was no fire, like within the cabin, but

23  very quickly after, there was fire inside the cabin.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  And the Marine on my left, he was head down.
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1  So I was just, you know, didn't -- didn't know what his

2  state was, but he was head down.  So I kind of like,

3  screamed his name and, like, shook him a little bit.

4  And he -- he woke up.  He was just super confused and

5  whatnot.  Hey, like, we got to go.  You know, helped

6  him get his -- his harness off.

7       I took my harness off, and then kind of,

8  like, moved him to the seats, because the middle of the

9  cabin, I -- the packs were like, you know, all in the

10  middle and our gear was everywhere.  So I moved him

11  over to the seats because we ended up crawling out over

12  the seats to get out the back.  And then yeah, started

13  making my way to the rear.

14       Did kind of a visual sweep to make sure

15  that, you know, guys on the left weren't stuck up.

16  They -- they got out before us on the left, and then us

17  on the right got to the rear of the -- the aircraft.

18  And by the time I was at the tail ready to get out,

19  there was, like -- like fire in the front of the cabin.

20  So quickly, it had started to make its way inside.

21       When I got to the rear of the aircraft, the

22  tail, there was no ramp left.  But 

23  (phonetic), , I saw him.  He was

24  face down at that point, and there was a few Marines

25  working on him.  He was still hooked up to ICS and then
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1  from what I remember, his gunner's belt was still

2  attached to a panel of the floor, which had detached.

3  So he was kind of, like, stuck under some debris, and

4  there was probably three Marines working on extracting

5  him.  They cut his ICS cable away and then we start --

6  they -- they moved him to the rear and started

7  egressing him.  So I would've been the last one

8  physically off the -- off the aircraft.

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  Yeah.  Once I saw -- by the time I -- I

11  don't remember how long it took.  Probably no longer

12  than a minute for all of us to get out.  But by the

13  time I got to the rear there, like, they had mostly

14  freed him, and I knew like they've got him, one of our

15  lieutenants and then one of our sergeants was there and

16  I was like, they've got him, like -- and they -- they

17  were in the process of starting to move him.

18     Q.  Okay.

19     A.  And then got out.  My first three priorities

20  that came to my head was head count, casualties, and

21  then comm.  My decision making when we got out the back

22  was informed by me seeing Corporal Collart get out.  So

23  I was confident of that, even though it didn't end up

24  being the case.  So my -- my initial number in my head,

25  like I knew there was 23 they sold us on that aircraft.
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1  after a couple of minutes of troubleshooting.  And I

2  got comms with them.

3       I can't remember who I put in charge of the

4  -- the main body of Marines, but one of the sergeants I

5  was like, hey, hey, just keep everybody together.

6  Like, just keep them all together.  Like, don't --

7  don't spread out, take care of -- you know, keep -- and

8  then I heard , who was the guy searching,

9  like, yelling up forward at the aircraft.

10       So at that point, I went over there because

11  I thought, okay.  Like he's found, he's found them, and

12  then he went up there and he was forward -- pretty much

13  directly forward the aircraft, the wreckage at that

14  point.  And we kind of like, impacted on a ridge.  So

15  there was a kind of downhill slope.

16       And he was like, okay, we didn't find

17  anybody on this side.

18       And I was like, okay.  Like, maybe they --

19  maybe they went down the hill, or something like that.

20       So he completed his 360, and then I -- I

21  moved direct route back to the main body, and I was on

22  comms at that point with the guys in the overhead.

23  From what I initially remember, my -- my initial report

24  was, like, hey, this is .  That's my -- my

25  call sign.  We've got 20 accounted for, and three
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1  missing when we were conducting our search.  And I told

2  them we have a couple of casualties, and we'd be able

3  to pass the Zima's 9 line (phonetic) as soon as I had

4  it.  So they were in the overhead.  That helped calm me

5  down a little bit, just to have them there.  And then

6  an initial search came back.  They didn't see anybody.

7       And then I think  decided to

8  take one more with him, and they conducted another --

9  another perimeter search.  Most of the time, I had

10  myself positioned, like, in this -- kind of in the

11  middle of the two groups.  So the urgent casualty with

12  the Corpsman, and then the main body of Marines that

13  was kind of like, in the middle.  And I had Marine --

14  one or -- or two Marines as, like, the MACO gave -- for

15  lack of better terms, just keeping everyone there, like

16  controlling traffic.  Like if anybody had to go

17  anywhere for whatever reason.

18       Yeah.  And after that it was -- they came

19  back again, like, hey, we -- we can't find them.  At

20  that point for sure, the -- the -- the aircraft was

21  completely engulfed.  Like --

22     Q.  Yeah.

23     A.  There was no way we could get back inside,

24  but yeah.  And then so on and so forth.  After that, we

25  got our Zima's nine lines together, passed -- I think
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1  the -- the first one we passed was the urgent casualty

2  up to Duct Tape 3-3, and then after a few more minutes,

3  one of the guys handed me the -- the -- the casualty

4  card for the other two.  Passed -- passed that up to

5  them.  And then from there, it was just a series of,

6  you know, monitoring back and forth, trying to balance,

7  keeping everyone a safe distance away.  Because at that

8  point, there was, like, smaller, like secondary,

9  tertiary, and so on and so forth, explosions going on.

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  The blank ammunition was starting to go off.

12     Q.  Yeah.

13     A.  It was small, but like compartmentalized

14  explosions.  And then I think -- I don't -- I don't

15  remember the time space on it, but eventually the Cobra

16  came back and said, hey, there's a -- a team --

17  dismounted team of seven pushing your way from CTC,

18  who's the Australian exercise planner director who has

19  guys on the ground facilitating an exercise.

20     Q.  Yeah.

21     A.  So they were en route on foot.  I asked one

22  of the sergeants to plot our position, to find out

23  where the hell we were initially, and they came back

24  with a plot of 300 meters away from the airfield.  So

25  that started to inform my initial thought process of,
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1  okay, we're 300 meters away from the zone.  Would it be

2  better to -- because we had a couple of poleless

3  litters (phonetic), so like, would it be better to --

4  to move these guys to -- to the airfield, where easy to

5  pick up, and then -- and then the Hueys came back and -

6  - came back and said, hey, you're -- I think he said

7  like a zero.

8       They gave me an azimuth and a distance to

9  the airfield, and it was -- it was about 1,900 meters.

10  So we were just way off in our plot.  So at that point,

11  I told them, like, my game plan was we're going to keep

12  everyone together here.  Like we're -- we're not going

13  to move these -- especially these three.  I, you know,

14  knew a lot of other guys were injured and, you know,

15  kind of juiced up on adrenaline.

16     Q.  Yeah.

17     A.  But the only two self-reporting were those,

18  but my game plan was to keep everyone together until a

19  higher echelon of care arrived, and then I think it was

20  about 45 minutes afterwards, after the initial impact

21  where those -- that -- those first seven came in on

22  foot, and then my -- my first thing was initially, just

23  have them start conducting wider perimeter searches.

24  And so they were conducting some wider perimeter

25  searches of -- of the immediate surrounding area and
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1  then not too long after that, it was in the first care

2  flight, life flight helicopter checked in.  They

3  checked in with Duct Tape, who was controlling the

4  stack overhead.

5       And then I got on comms directly with

6  CareFlight, and I had previously passed our -- our most

7  refined position to the Cobras.  They already knew it,

8  but they passed that to CareFlight, and then I had two

9  of the Marines signal in with our air panels, because

10  that's all we had to signal at that point.  CareFlight

11  came on.  They -- they were a little bit off, so told

12  them to come right 100, they came right, and they found

13  -- saw our air panel, and then they -- they started

14  searching around for a good place to hoist because it

15  was relatively thick overhead.

16       And then they conducted a hoist of four

17  personnel, medical personnel came with a bunch of

18  equipment.  And then at that point, our Corpsman was

19  still with , the urgent casualty, but we

20  more or less handed over the casualty to them.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  And they started working on him, and

23  stabilizing him.  He -- he was up and talking as well.

24  Like, he -- he was communicating through it, and there

25  was no -- from what I remember, there was no visual
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1  injuries, a little bit of, like, coughing up blood and

2  stuff.

3     Q.  Yeah.

4     A.  But the Corpsman knew probably mostly

5  internal injuries, and he didn't have the equipment to

6  -- to treat any of that --

7     Q.  Yeah.

8     A.  -- because it was in the aircraft.  So he

9  was, you know, holding them together and keeping them

10  stable, and then handed them over to the care flight

11  doctors.  Who -- who brought the big guns, you know,

12  monitors, medicine, blood transfusions, IVs, and had

13  stabilized him on a stretcher.

14       The initial plan when they arrived was to

15  conduct a hoist three times with our three -- our

16  urgent or two priority casualties, that was the initial

17  game plan.  And then the Cobra came overhead and say,

18  hey, CTC's pushing vehicles your way, but it was going

19  to take -- it was going to take them a while, because

20  there's no road.  So they were, you know, plowing a

21  path through with their trucks.

22       And before the trucks got there, a second

23  care flight helicopter came in, hoisted in another

24  doctor.  So at that point, we had five medical

25  personnel on deck, and then a -- a various number of
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1  CTC personnel.  Initially it was seven, but quickly

2  after that, more -- more started to show up.

3       The plan then changed from conducting a

4  hoist to moving the casualties via ground to the

5  airfield, where they had a bunch more medical

6  personnel, helicopters, and then local, like triage

7  nurses were staged there.  So that was then the

8  ultimate game plan, was not to move on foot, not to

9  conduct a hoist, but to move everybody via ground to

10  the airfield to conduct an extract that way.

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  When we got the -- the -- the escort flight,

13  Duct Tape asked me to give them a 10-minute warning for

14  when -- when they were leaving the crash flight, gave

15  them a heads-up so that they can get the helicopter

16  spinning, ready to roll.  I did that when the first

17  wave pushed out.

18       So that was the first three Marines, the

19  three most injured.  Pushed, I gave them the warning,

20  and they -- they went over to the airfield, and then

21  the time space is -- is a little bit off.  But like I

22  said, at that point, like, more people started to show

23  up.  The exercise director from CTC was there.  The

24  first two Marines from 363 showed up, the initial

25  investigators to cordon off the scene.
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1       And then at that point, we just stayed

2  together in our group.  We -- we gathered what we had,

3  and just, you know, stayed together.  I was on comms

4  with Duct Tape through the whole time.  I was pretty --

5  I think I was their only guy on the ground that could

6  talk to them with green gear.  So I was kind of like

7  relaying back and forth with all parties, and trying to

8  keep the count of everyone who was there.

9       And then yeah, time -- time went by and then

10  we started -- those two trucks that initially came --

11  came back, and they just made I think it was three

12  round trips to get all 20 of us to the airfield.  So we

13  sent the initial three, I think the next, like, nine,

14  and then the final group back to Pickateramore

15  (phonetic).

16       I gave the -- the 363 pilot who showed up

17  one of our radios, so he then could communicate with

18  them, and then when it was -- when it was time, yeah.

19  When we were the last group to push out the

20  Pickateramore, they had already lifted 

21  out on life flight by the time I got there, and they

22  were in the process of loading what turned out to be

23  seven, or six, sorry, additional priority causalities.

24       So guys who initially were not identified as

25  priority casualties, but were "upgraded" when they
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1  arrived at the airfield.  We -- we were met there by --

2  my CO had flown -- flown in at that point.  And then

3  there was a team of local volunteer nurses who

4  established, kind of, a triage station at the airfield,

5  as well as the medical rescue folks, the -- the

6  helicopter guys, doctors and paramedics who were there

7  and conducted, you know, further on triage and decided

8  there was six total priority causalities that had to

9  fly to Royal Darwin Hospital.  Probably about 30

10  minutes after I was -- I was there at the airfield, the

11  Northern Territory police fixed wing airplane --

12     Q.  Okay.

13     A.  -- came in and made a landing at

14  Pickateramore.  And that was going to be our ride off -

15  - off island, was that -- that aircraft.

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  So they took the initial total of seven via

18  CareFlight.  And then they took, I believe, it was a

19  group of seven and then six by two trips on the

20  Northern Territory fixed wing airplane.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  We went back to RAAF Darwin, back to the FRA

23  ramp, with a MRF-D Role 2 surgical team was set up, and

24  then they conducted further triage of all of us.  And

25  ultimately, I elected to send all of us to Royal Darwin
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1  operating with 363 was this time, or were there

2  previous experiences with you guys working with 363?

3     A.  So this was my first time flying with 363.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  We worked with them.  However, it's Exercise

6  Southern Jackaroo.  We did just a PAX movement there.

7  I didn't end up flying with them.

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  I was a PZ officer at that point, so --

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  -- I didn't fly with them there, but we did

12  do a PAX -- administrative PAX movement there in

13  Townsville with them.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  And that was our first time flying with 363

16  on this deployment.

17     Q.  Okay.  So can -- if I can ask you from your

18  impressions of just the interactions at that point in

19  time, I -- I think you, as you talked through your

20  planning experience with the Arrows, like you

21  highlighted, a lot of aviators in the room really get

22  support from 363.

23       If we can go back to Jackaroo, was it the

24  same kind of thing?  Was there a lot of support there,

25  or was it less and --
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1     A.  So Southern Jackaroo was -- it -- it was

2  favorable.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  We -- we were in a tactical field

5  environment, so there wasn't -- so we -- we were

6  supposed to conduct a -- like a air -- air raid with

7  them at one point, but we got canceled due to weather

8  that day.

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  We had one of our battalion air officers out

11  there as like, a liaison out of the exercise, so all of

12  the working with 363 was by the air officer via

13  tactical means.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  Tactical radio communications.  So we went

16  out there with a pre -- pre-made manifest and asset, so

17  they -- they had that in advance, so.

18     Q.  Okay.

19     A.  Because we -- we had planned to fly with

20  them at least once out there, so.

21     Q.  Yeah.

22     A.  Battalion Arrow was out there, so he did the

23  detail coordination with them.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  And then gave us -- he was kind of the
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1  folks, and you talked to the UET, like, how -- was that

2  -- I -- I guess I kind of want to -- and a little --

3  this is a little -- takes you a little bit back to the

4  pre-deployment training process here.

5       Did -- did these folks that you kind of had

6  probably, kind of, set up to execute the mission who

7  had to get pulled off, did the UET expire or just never

8  had the opportunity to do the UET before you guys came

9  out here to -- to Darwin?

10     A.  Yes, sir.  So there's kind of three groups.

11  It was people who either didn't pass the UET --

12     Q.  Okay.

13     A.  Or didn't have the chance to do it.

14     Q.  Yeah.

15     A.  Like, they joined the unit right before we

16  deployed.

17     Q.  Okay.

18     A.  Or Marines who did the UET and it had

19  expired, so --

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  Most of our squad leaders or, like, our

22  sergeants did the UET prior to the previous deployment,

23  but in this deployment, it had expired.

24     Q.  Okay.  Got it.  So --

25     A.  I don't remember the exact number that had
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1  planned to go that we took off, but we trimmed down

2  quite a bit from the original planned number to just

3  106.

4     Q.  Okay.  Because I think originally it

5  would've been probably two waves, something like that?

6     A.  Correct, sir.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  It would've been -- yeah, I think ballpark

9  in the -- in the 150s.

10     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  Let me just make a note of

11  that.  Okay.  Thank you.  So again, I -- I just want to

12  make sure I got the note right here.  Three kind of

13  categories.

14       Either they had expired, when they did do

15  it, they didn't pass it, or they're -- and they joined

16  so late that they never got an opportunity to train to

17  the UET?

18     A.  Yes, sir.

19     Q.  Okay.  Copy.  Thank you.  So I -- and I --

20  forgive me on the timeline here.  You go out and do a

21  leader's recon in the back of a QE.

22       It's you and who else?  It's just you?

23     A.  My CO.

24     Q.  Okay.  You and your CO.  And so is it during

25  that, or whether it's during the flight or after the
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1  flight when you're kind of talking with the escort --

2  escort flight lead, you guys kind of decide on the

3  approach profile that you're asking for -- for the

4  Ospreys to -- to operate and like, go fly.

5       So I guess what I -- I would like to know

6  about that is so when you kind of -- you -- you brought

7  that to the -- the planning discussion, how did the V-

8  22 guys, kind of, perceive that?

9       They were like, well -- were they -- did

10  they challenge that?  Did they like, take it for face

11  value, okay, if that's what you want you to do, that's

12  what -- what I'm going to do?  Or was there any kind of

13  discussion back and forth about that?

14     A.  So the -- the face-to-face planning meeting

15  happened a few days prior to the aerial recon.

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  So the aerial recon, more we were just going

18  and looking for obstacles and, like, composition of the

19  LZ.

20     Q.  Yeah.  Okay.

21     A.  We -- the only thing that we really didn't

22  expect that we found was that the LZ we were going to

23  was a paved runway, but we were like, happy, surprised

24  to see that.  And then I know that Huey pilot just took

25  down, you know, more notes of, like, obstacles around

Enclosure (18)

(b) (6)



1  the zone.

2       It didn't really inform our -- our landing

3  plan.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  I think we had -- they had already planned -

6  - we didn't discuss explicitly we're going to do a

7  section on line off access landing.

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  That's what the Huey pilots, when we were

10  flying the aerial recon said, hey, they're probably

11  going to do that.

12     Q.  Okay.

13     A.  Because of the composition of the LZ.  But

14  there was no, hey, I want you to land this way.

15     Q.  Okay.  I misunderstood what you said then.

16  Okay.

17     A.  Yes, sir.  The only thing that I asked them

18  to do was to put us down in a certain portion of LZ.

19  So I asked them to put us down right in the middle of

20  the runway.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  Versus, like, extreme north or south.

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  And they said that would be no problem.

25     Q.  Okay.  I -- that makes sense.  So I mistook
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1  -- messed up what you said there.  And then so let's

2  talk about that then a little bit more, if you can

3  remember, from the planning portion of that.  Who was

4  the -- was it the section lead who was there planning

5  who kind of said like, this is -- got it, that's where

6  you want me to land, I'm just kind of here to support

7  your ground tactical plan.  My landing plan will

8  support that.

9       And then as we talked about the ingress

10  route, were they the ones who kind of came up with that

11  plan or was that --

12     A.  Yes, sir.  So I asked them to put us down

13  pretty much right in the middle of the -- the runway.

14  Just due to our ground scheme maneuver, we were going

15  to be splitting the force north and south, so just to

16  cut down on people hauling ass like, you know --

17     Q.  Yeah.

18     A.  -- like a K or two north or south.

19     Q.  Yeah.

20     A.  They said that wouldn't be a problem, and

21  then it was really the escort flight planners and the

22  assault support planners that went over on the map and

23  was like, hey, we're going to put the IP here, and you

24  guys, what's your ingress out going to look like?

25       They were just de-conflicting ACAs, IPs, et
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1  -- so you've -- you've flown on a V-22 before, right?

2     A.  Yes, sir.

3     Q.  Do you ever notice on a V-22 as you're

4  coming out from airplane mode, and you're starting to

5  convert into the helicopter mode or -- or chopper mode,

6  do you ever notice that there's a -- like, the engines

7  get louder?

8     A.  Yes, sir.

9     Q.  And they spin up?

10     A.  Uh-huh.

11     Q.  Okay.  So that's kind of what I -- I want

12  to, kind of, focus on, if you can potentially remember

13  that or not, in relation to the -- kind of, the first

14  right turn.

15       Do you happen to remember like, that

16  sensation, that -- that noise at any point in time

17  during that?

18     A.  Not -- not in the first turn, sir.

19     Q.  Okay.  Do you remember at all between the

20  first turn and the second turn?

21     A.  I -- I do remember when we started to

22  transition again, I don't remember if it was between --

23  and it could've been two right turns, it's --

24     Q.  Yeah, I understand.

25     A.  -- you know, my mind's kind of together.
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1     Q.  I understand.

2     A.  But I do remember feeling the -- the engine

3  spin up, and then just kind of, like, the -- you know

4  how you can feel like, the choppiness of the --

5     Q.  Yep.

6     A.  It -- it felt we were getting there, but we

7  weren't -- we were not fully converted.  We were kind

8  of --

9     Q.  Yeah.

10     A.  -- and I could see it too out my

11  peripherals.

12     Q.  Yeah.  Okay.

13     A.  We were starting to kind of chop up into --

14     Q.  Okay.  And so that was after the first right

15  turn?  I just want to make sure I'm tracking that.

16     A.  It was.

17     Q.  Okay.

18     A.  Yes, sir.

19     Q.  All right.  That's critical for me to

20  understand.

21       So -- and it's about this time that the --

22  the male pilot says, hey, you're leaning into or about

23  the -- you're leaning into lead; is that right?

24     A.  Like you're right on top of lead, or

25  something like that.
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1     Q.  You're right on top of lead, yeah.

2     A.  Something along those lines.

3     Q.  Okay.  And it's roughly -- so sometime after

4  that, there's a second right turn and then you hear a

5  stall, stall?

6     A.  Correct.

7     Q.  Okay.  Did you feel anything in the

8  aircraft, like, any movement in the aircraft once you

9  heard the stall, stall thing?

10     A.  I -- I didn't.  I -- I'm a private pilot

11  myself, so like I -- I --

12     Q.  Okay.

13     A.  -- it raised some, you know, bells in my

14  head.

15     Q.  Sure.

16     A.  But the male pilot, like, we were flying --

17     Q.  Uh-huh.

18     A.  -- we were in a right-hand turn and heard

19  just one audible stall and then some of the deedle

20  beeps.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  And then quickly, we just rolled wings

23  level.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  And it didn't seem to bother them up front,
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1  because pretty much immediately after that, it was,

2  like, all right, give me one more, give me one more

3  turn.

4     Q.  Okay.  Okay.

5     A.  And then we went into the final turn and

6  pulled.

7     Q.  Gotcha.  Okay.  So a couple maneuvers,

8  stall, stall.  He asked for one more turn, and then --

9  and then you -- that's when I -- when I took a note of

10  that's when you kind of felt the shutter into the

11  transition, you started to feel the aircraft kind of

12  vibrate more?

13     A.  Yes.

14     Q.  Okay.  And then you felt descending, a nose-

15  down kind of attitude, and that's basically when the

16  aircraft commander took the controls; is that correct?

17     A.  Correct, sir.

18     Q.  Okay.

19     A.  Yeah.  I could -- just like noticed out of

20  the front right window that we were in a -- in a hard

21  right bank, and then --

22     Q.  Yeah.

23     A.  -- started to pitch down a little bit.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  And then --
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1       How close was that in relation to the

2  aircraft?

3     A.  So by the time I got to the rear, he was --

4  he was freed of debris.  He was still attached to -- to

5  ICS.   and  would be the

6  two who were --

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  -- directly there.

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  But by the time I got to the rear, he was 90

11  percent freed.  I think maybe his ankles were still

12  maybe underneath, but he was still face down and they

13  were just doing the final cuts to -- to move him.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  And then by the time I stepped off, they

16  were in the process of moving him.

17     Q.  Okay.  Was that right by the aircraft that

18  all that was going on, or was that further away?

19     A.  No, that was directly -- so the -- the ramp

20  --

21     Q.  Was it in the aircraft?

22     A.  -- was gone --

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  -- but it was where the ramp would attach

25  the fuselage.  It was right -- right there.
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1       THE WITNESS:  I think some of us were even

2  like having a good time back there.

3        Yeah, walking around.

4  Yeah.

5       THE WITNESS:  But that -- that's when it

6  first concerned me, and then -- yeah.

7        Okay.

8       THE WITNESS:  But it was --

9        Do you want to talk about

10  integration between various elements or anything like

11  that, sir?

12        No, I think he answered

13  that as we were talking about, you know, interaction

14  with the ACE.  Well, I guess, let's -- I -- I guess

15  there -- so there was a -- another, kind of,

16  conversation we had yesterday that kind of --

17              EXAMINATION

18  BY 

19     Q.  What's your sense of GCE to command on that

20  interaction?  Like, support-wise, and -- and oversight

21  of, you know, what you guys have been doing from a GCE

22  perspective?

23     A.  Yes, sir.

24     Q.  Can you explain that?

25     A.  Yeah.  I'm not in ops, so I don't typically
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1  interact directly with them.

2     Q.  Yeah.

3     A.  We typically get handed the package, if you

4  will, for an exercise --

5     Q.  Sure.

6     A.  -- kind of around the final planning

7  conference --

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  -- time.  And the ops guys, and so really

10  the -- the command element ops guys would be the ones

11  attending the -- the initial and the mid-planning

12  conference because they're six, seven months prior to

13  the events.

14     Q.  Yeah, yeah, yeah.  Yeah.

15     A.  And we -- we weren't even here for some of

16  them, and then we kind of take the -- the package from

17  battalion ops at the final planning conference time

18  frame about a month out, and we'll be involved in those

19  conversations.  But I -- I don't -- I personally don't

20  interact with the command element --

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  -- directly, so --

23        Any observations of GCE

24  interactions with the command element, even if you're

25  not the one doing it?  I guess what I'm asking for is,

Enclosure (18)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1  like, what's the scuttlebutt in the GCE?

2       THE WITNESS:  Yeah, the -- I think the --

3  the GCE ops guys probably take the package, if you

4  will, more on their -- more on themselves, I guess.

5  Like, the command element is kind of in the -- the

6  higher, you know, interoperability talks, how are we

7  going to achieve these objectives, but really, like,

8  the -- all the detailed planning would -- would start

9  and end here.  And then between OPSOs to OPSOs of

10  different subordinate commands --

11        Yeah.

12       THE WITNESS:  -- would be, like, the

13  conversations of, you know, when we'd get in touch.

14  BY 

15     Q.  Have you ever done a confirmation brief out

16  here, or been part of a confirmation brief for, like, a

17  mission like this?

18     A.  I was not in the confirmation brief for this

19  exercise.  The only confirmation brief at the command

20  element level I've been to was for Southern Jackaroo.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  I didn't have a speaking part.  I was just

23  in the room.

24     Q.  Observing, okay.  Okay.  And I guess, you

25  know -- okay.  That -- that already answers the other

Enclosure (18)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)





1     A.  And then  was the one

2  whose seat came undone, but  I

3  believe, was the one who worked on him to --

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  -- to get him out.  And then yeah, I think,

6  and then , of course, in lead.

7     Q.  Yeah.

8     A.  So --

9        Okay.  Anything I missed?

10        I don't think so, sir.

11        Okay.  All right.  Thank

12  you, .  I appreciate it, .

13       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

14        If we need to circle back

15  with you on anything, then you know, we'll obviously go

16  through the command to -- to let you know.  But as of

17  right now, I think we're -- I think we're good.

18       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

19        But just be prepared for

20  that potentially as well.

21       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

22        Okay?  All right.

23       (End of Audio Recording 1.)

24       (Beginning of Audio Recording 2.)

25        Good afternoon.  This
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1  interview is being conducted on 5 September at Robinson

2  Barracks with .  This is our

3  second interview with  for today.

4        I'll just remind you that

5  you're under oath from your previous interview.

6  That'll remain in effect.

7       THE WITNESS:  Sure.

8        And I'll ask you now if you

9  have any questions about any of -- of the things we've

10  talked about so far.

11       THE WITNESS:  No questions.

12        Okay.  Appreciate you

13  hanging around.   just had a few

14  additional questions for you.

15       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

16              EXAMINATION

17  BY 

18     Q.  So yeah.  So a couple comments have been

19  made about a potential crew chief interaction with the

20  cockpit and -- and noises and things like that were --

21  that were being made.  And I just kind of want to

22  circle back from your position, because obviously you

23  were on ICS, you're hearing things, with aviation

24  background, you know.  You talked earlier about the

25  stall indication or warning that you heard over ICS.
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1  Prior to -- or let's go back to the transition as

2  you're flying -- departing Darwin, you're in transit to

3  the objective area.

4       At any point in time, did you hear the crew,

5  kind of, talking about trying to troubleshoot anything

6  or any noises over ICS that were, kind of, related to a

7  deedle deal or what have you?

8     A.  No, sir.  The -- the first deedles that I

9  heard were when we were on deck at RAAF Darwin.  I

10  think it was right before we taxied onto the runway.

11     Q.  Yeah.

12     A.  And then that was deemed no factor, is what

13  I heard.  And then after that heard nothing else over

14  ICS.  I didn't hear any troubleshooting.  The only

15  really interactions with the crew were when we went

16  ramps up.  Before we even back taxied, like, hey, we're

17  ramps up.  Good.

18       And then I don't remember when in flight it

19  was.  It was sometime around the IP.  Maybe even after

20  we made our first turn.  We were flying over the beach,

21  and they -- they went through like a checklist.  And

22  then they just asked for the crew, like some --

23  something like, is the cabin secure, or something like

24  that.

25     Q.  Yeah.
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1     A.  And the crew's like, yep.  All good.  And

2  then the -- the forward crew chief, from what I recall,

3  was kind of in the tunnel most of the way, especially

4  IP -- after we IP inbound.  And he -- he was pretty

5  much in that position until we went down.

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  But I don't -- I don't -- there was no,

8  like, troubleshooting --

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  -- going on.

11     Q.  Okay.  Do you recall the crew chief in the -

12  - in the front, in the tunnel, touching a panel, like,

13  basically straight across from you and then touching

14  another panel or two inside the -- the cabin, the -- or

15  cockpit area?

16     A.  No, the -- the only panel that I remember

17  him touching was the ICS right behind my head, just

18  when I asked him to adjust it.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  I didn't ask him.  I just told -- told him I

21  couldn't hear something, and then he came and fixed it.

22     Q.  Okay.  And then the last question I think I

23  have for you is, do you remember Corporal Collier

24  (phonetic) in the front there, breaking out a checklist

25  or something where he is flipping like this?
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1     A.  I don't -- I know what you're talking about.

2     Q.  Like an up -- up/down as opposed to a

3  left/right kind of orientation for the --

4     A.  Yep.  I saw -- to answer your question, no.

5  I saw his, like -- like, a binder for like a better

6  term, like, was attached to the seat of -- relative,

7  like, across from me to the left, like with his pack.

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  The only thing I --

10     Q.  And -- and just to describe that, what --

11  what color -- do you remember what color that was?

12     A.  It was -- it was a white book, like bound,

13  like a normal book, with like big white rings.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  And that was carabiner clipped to his pack.

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  I don't remember him looking through that at

18  all.  The only thing I remember him looking at, I think

19  he took out the -- the manifest --

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  -- like a paper -- a paper manifest --

22     Q.  Yep.

23     A.  -- for either us on board or for the next

24  wave that they were going to go pick up.  He -- he

25  flipped through that at one point.  That would be the
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1  only vertical, because I think it was stapled, like, in

2  the top corner, so he might've been, like, flipping

3  that paper.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  That's the only thing that he -- he looked

6  at through the flight.

7        Okay, perfect.  That makes

8  a lot of sense.  Did I miss anything?

9        I don't think so.

10        No.  That's awesome.  Thank

11  you.  I'm -- I, again, I apologize for making you wait

12  around, but this is -- circling back with you is

13  critical for me --

14       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

15        -- to understand what's

16  happening in the cockpit --

17       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

18        -- and the front of the

19  aircraft.  So I have no further questions.

20       THE WITNESS:  Thank you, sir.

21        All right, thanks, bro.

22        All right.  Thanks,

23   I think I gave you the same warning

24  earlier.  Just understand this is an ongoing

25  investigation, so please don't discuss your testimony
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1  with -- with any of the other witnesses.  Obviously

2  other investigating bodies, it's good to go.

3       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.

4       (End of Audio Recording 2.)
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1  was, probably, about five minutes of brief time, so

2  about 5:55.

3       And then I, kind of, went to the Department

4  of Safety and Standardization (inaudible) which is

5  where I work as the NATOPS standout.  And since the

6  DOSS is currently out, he's got a big TV screen as his

7  monitor, I went ahead and pulled out the jumps

8  computer.  Then I signed out, plugged it in, kind of,

9  set it up for a brief.  So our ODO brief was 0600, but

10  the EFL was going to conduct their ODO brief at 0630.

11  I didn't want to run into their time in the ready room.

12  So once I was set up, I walked over to the ready room.

13  And then just shortly after 06, we had our ODO brief.

14  And then at the conclusion of the ODO brief, I said,

15  hey, (inaudible), but we're going to go ahead and brief

16  over DOSS just so we don't interfere with the AFO when

17  they come in in a half hour.

18       So I walked down over to the DOSS and set up

19  some chairs.  It's a tight space, but everyone was able

20  to see the TV screen.  And then I -- I briefed the TPG

21  brief in PowerPoint form off of that.  I went through

22  pretty much everything that we had gone over the night

23  before.  So the night before was our combined brief for

24  AFL, EFL, kind of, like NATOPS.  But we did go over the

25  -- the objective area and scheme maneuver and mission
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1  and everything.  But this was just more in detail and

2  depth for the AFL, just for our section.  So I ran the

3  brief as a section lead under instruction, but -- ran

4  it as the section lead until otherwise overruled by the

5  Section 8, actually, which was Major Lewis (phonetic).

6  So I ran through the brief.  And the brief is where I

7  talked about more specifics than just the B22s.

8       So our PZ operations brief were -- main time

9  was going to be 0815 which is -- for 0900 takeoff, is

10  non-standard.  And I briefed that because I wanted to

11  get APUs running as early as possible.  But when we

12  were doing our pre-mission planning, we determined that

13  we were going to need a lighter fuel load for a 10

14  percent margin in the zone.  And that was before we

15  identified that the zone was a paved surface.  And then

16  that was also too late, on my part, to identify that

17  and relay that to maintenance.  I mean, it's an already

18  -- kind of, topped off the aircraft.  Once we relayed

19  it, they were able to pull a couple thousand pounds out

20  of each aircraft via an EGR.  So we knew that we were

21  still about 1.5 to 2000 pounds heavier than we wanted

22  to be.  However, we still had greater than a 5 percent

23  margin going to a paved surface.  So we were willing to

24  accept that.

25       But again, I wanted to get APUs turning as
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1  soon as possible to start that fuel burn.  And then I

2  wanted us to just be on time, you know, in the early

3  morning brief for FRAG.  Things were, probably, going

4  to be a little bit delayed, and I don't want to be

5  delayed.  During the brief, I do remember one of the

6  questions that the XO asked was for the second

7  objective area.  So let me -- let me step back.  So I

8  briefed the PZ, briefed what serials were going to go

9  on the aircraft which we had also on our smart PAC, and

10  then the reason why we're going to man early, went

11  through the standard aspects of the TPG brief for

12  scheme maneuver, all of that.  For the actual mission,

13  we were taking three waves of PACs to two different

14  LZs.  So Wave 1 was 19 PACs per aircraft which was a

15  decision that I accepted because of underwater egress

16  training.  Marines who expired and didn't have it were

17  removed.

18       So in order to facilitate a one wave insert

19  for the first zone -- like, hey, should we do like 12

20  PACs per or just bump it up, you know?  If we do 18, we

21  have two leftover.  Let's split those two into each

22  aircraft, so 19.  Nothing really, as far as we saw, out

23  of the ordinary.  So we accepted 19 PACs for the first

24  wave for the first objective which was objective

25  Cheetah.  And we called the LZ, LZ Crow.  And then Wave
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1  2 and Wave 3 were then going to be to Objective Area

2  Alpaca which we called LZ Annie.  And those were going

3  to be -- I want to say, 36 and 32 PACs, respectively,

4  for Wave 2 and Wave 3 which was split 18 and 18 and

5  then 17 and 15.

6       And that was our plan.  Not that any of this

7  matters but like, for context, originally, there was

8  almost going to be potential for a section requirement

9  that single shift inserts simultaneous to both LZs.

10  And then we finally were able to, kind of, leverage to

11  do it as a section because that was going to be a lot

12  easier for our planning.  And we just thought it made

13  sense as far as massing combat power in one fell swoop

14  at each zone, to go sequential.  So that was where we -

15  - where, you know -- when the scheme maneuver that we

16  briefed passed what the objective area where the

17  mechanics were going to be, which were already covered

18  the night prior's brief.  So for VFR Route 1, which is

19  the route that I planned to take, we're going to do a

20  60 sto (phonetic) out of the airfield to -- from

21  Taxiway Echo 1 because there's some construction going

22  on at the threshold, so 60 sto from Echo 1 which is

23  slightly further from our normal takeoff point of

24  Delta, depart 2000 feet, is what they want to give us

25  on departure from noreast Bateman (phonetic).
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1       And then from there, requesting 2,500,

2  resuming on navigation.  We had filed for VFR Route 1.

3  VFR Route 1 takes us to lead point which is just to the

4  northeast.  And then Jackos Junction (phonetic) further

5  to the northeast.  And then, pretty much, direct north

6  to Cape Gambier.  Jackos Junction is, like, the last

7  land point before you just cross over that little

8  channel to get over Cape Gambier which is the southern-

9  most point of Melville Island.  And we were going to

10  request 2,500 until radar service is terminated.  And

11  then we were going to descend to at-or-below 700 feet

12  MSL.  And that was our contract with the EFL.  So once

13  we are on Melville Island, we were 700-feet-or-so

14  below, and they were 900-feet-or so above.  And that

15  was just the entirety of Melville Island.  That was --

16  we just considered the whole thing objective area --

17     Q.  You have to --

18     A.  -- to keep the contracts.  Even though two

19  separate objective areas, we're not going to mess with

20  the altitudes there.  So from Cape Gambier, we're going

21  to proceed to the northwest for IP Subaru which is

22  about six-or-so miles from LZ Crow.  And then it was a

23  -- almost near direct north, 350 ingress.  And then the

24  runway was, kind of, like, I want to say, and I don't

25  exactly know the runway headings but, like, 340, maybe,

Enclosure (19)

(b) (6)



1  so a little bit offset.  So we're going to land based

2  off the winds coming from, kind of, like, the

3  southeast.  We were going to land at a right 90-degree

4  tactical approach that facilitated us being able to

5  land an echelon.  And my main concern there was before

6  we knew it was paved, I -- and knew it was, like, a 50-

7  foot runway, I didn't want to land with -- with our

8  blade tip span, didn't want to land on runway heading.

9       So off axis, I thought, bought us the most

10  spacing.  And additionally, wind mitigation, I didn't

11  want anyone to land in sequence and tailwind.  So the

12  river recession on the left allows us to land further

13  to the north and Dash-2 further to the south, but us

14  just slightly offset behind them or recession

15  (inaudible) direct to.  So that was what I reached.  So

16  350 for a 0900 landing heading just to make it simple.

17  We were going to accept, for the most part, a right

18  quartering headwind.  But we were still going to have

19  margins, and we were still going to have our

20  separations as -- as required.  The GCE scheme maneuver

21  really gave us a limited option as far as where to

22  land.  So they just said, kind of, dead center of the

23  field, because of, again, mixing the serials and

24  bringing them up to 19 for both to facilitate just one

25  wave.
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1       They didn't exactly have, like, one aircraft

2  that was moving to the north, one aircraft moving to

3  the south.  There was guys going in either --

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  -- that were going to, potentially, have to

6  cross -- cross paths.  So just, they would land in the

7  middle, and they'll lump it out to the turn around

8  they're supposed to go to just as long as we let them

9  know which way they need -- like, which way is north.

10  So that was our scheme maneuver in the brief for the

11  first objective area.  And then parting, we were going

12  to part to the southeast to our exit IP, IP Enclave.

13  And then that was just going to go from there, south to

14  Cape Gambier and then VFR Route 1 out back to Darwin.

15  Originally, I was briefing 3,500.  But then I was like,

16  hey, do you want (inaudible) we'll get 1,500.  There's

17  three fly planes in.  They know what we're doing.  And

18  it's just going to facilitate us just, kind of, getting

19  in and out quicker and just staying alone.  There's no

20  need to climb all the way up just to come back down.

21  It's a short transit.

22       We're going to come back to the PZ and load

23  the second wave to part, pretty much, the same routing,

24  all that, to Cape Gambier.  Just this time, we're going

25  to proceed further to the northwest, passing Subaru.
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1  And then there was a (inaudible) which pretty much

2  delineated a road that went north-south, pretty much

3  delineated where we're going to switch from Tab 2 to

4  Tab 3 to talk to the EFL on that stuff in that

5  objective area.  And then flow, Suzuki.  And same

6  thing, it's going to be like a 050, ingress for 090.

7  But same thing, more or less, a modified right 90

8  tactical approach.  Same thing, similar-oriented

9  runway.  Actually, this one was a little bit more the

10  same ingress about 040 runway heading.  This time, we

11  were going to land to the north.  There's a large --

12  effectively a grass displaced threshold to the north.

13  We're going to land there off of the first wave -- or

14  Wave 2, but first wave to LZ Annie.  They were going to

15  set up a perimeter.  They were going to go back,

16  reverse routing, same thing, we're going to pick up the

17  third wave of PZ, insert them.  And then once all PACs

18  on deck at Annie, they were, kind of, conducting north-

19  to-south push.

20       Same thing, LZ Annie or objective area

21  Alpaca, we had an exit IP.  We're going to exit and

22  then just reverse routing back to Cape Gambier, VFR

23  Route 1 back to Darwin.  The only difference for that

24  last wave was based on our nav log and our -- our

25  actual flight schedule timeline.  If everything went
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1  according to plan, we were going to have about 30

2  minutes of backside holding that we were then going to

3  provide for LZ Crow and objective Cheetah just to the

4  south while the EFL coded down on the north objective

5  area.  So we -- we went over that.  The one question

6  that I remember distinctly was the XO talked about

7  objective Alpaca and said that's a right 90 for a 090

8  landing.  We're going up a 360 which means we're going

9  to cross through one of the VPs and we're going to

10  cross through where the enemy was pre-briefed as the

11  last location.

12     Q.  Okay.

13     A.  So I had to clarify.  I was like, it's not

14  entirely a right 90 it is -- it's a modified, so we're

15  going to take it slow.  It's going to be a wide turn

16  because we're not covering as much of head change.  So

17  (inaudible) little bit earlier, we'll make the call for

18  that.  And then we'll be within each aircraft to manage

19  how we want to fly the Dash 2 stay in position.  It's

20  not going to be a hard pull to the right.  Expect that

21  we're going to be rolling out -- still 090, but again,

22  not entirely a full head change 90 degrees.  Once that

23  was clarified, that's, like, the only question that I

24  recall.  Went through the rest of the brief per TPG

25  covered down on those items as discussed with the GCE
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1  as far as, like, contingencies and then, like, the

2  regular sectioning discussion for internal to us, on

3  scene commander, double IMC, loss (inaudible) contact,

4  all of that.

5       And then anything outside of that for like

6  AFL, EFL had already been covered at the brief prior or

7  was going to be, for the most part, as we saw

8  (inaudible).  We talked about holding, who were going

9  to be split, what our altitude contracts were going to

10  be in 300 holding out of 500.  But we weren't expecting

11  to go a single.  So at least I was knocking on wood for

12  that because that was just going to complicate

13  everything.  Conclusion of the brief, I believe it was

14  about 0700.  And I can't recall if that was the end of

15  the section brief or the end of my NATOPS brief from my

16  crew, but I just remember it was 0700.  People were

17  going to try to get breakfast.  We're, kind of, on our

18  own, and we had like an hour of change before we had to

19  go in.

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  So I tried to screen the book.  I had some

22  trouble with UMA.  I was getting a user login error.

23  So I ended up, eventually, going to maintenance

24  control.  And screening, they could be digital and

25  physical book, pinged maintenance control and getting
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1  platoon (indiscernible) in for aircraft debriefing.

2  And I was like, okay, I'll come back.  When I get back,

3  you know, I -- I had been, actually, out of the country

4  for the ASO course.  So I was like, you know, maybe it

5  was acting up because it's been like 35 plus days.  So

6  I'll catch that on the back end, come in and fix UMA.

7  But I don't want to waste too much time on that.  I did

8  UMA, used the bathroom, filled up my water bottle,

9  walked over to the DOSS trailer, grabbed my flight bag,

10  and then walked over to the ready room, took look at

11  the raw and then filled up the raw.

12       I was just like, hey, a lot of stress, just

13  take it back, just take it slow and methodical.  It's a

14  very short transit for both objective areas.  So really

15  no necessity to rush anything.  And we -- we did have,

16  just by nature of the TOT, the system TOT -- we had in

17  -- or the L-hour -- excuse me, the L-hour that was

18  planned 0920 at the first objective area with the 0900

19  departure.  We were going to have like roughly five

20  minutes, front side of things.  And that was at our air

21  speed of 220 knots on altitudes. (inaudible) I was

22  like, I'm not -- I'm not really in any rush here.  We

23  have some slop expecting we'll do one or two turns of

24  holding before we are airborne.  And that holding was

25  briefed, standardized and SOP, right hand turns over
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1  the water.  So we could still maintain altitude without

2  violating the altitude contract once we're over the

3  landmass, the full drive.  So still be wet, 220 knots

4  just to facilitate fuel burn.  Like, if we're going to

5  be earlier, we'll keep burning some of that fuel before

6  we get in the zone.

7       And then -- and then we did -- I did brief --

8  just run a pre calc in aircraft.  Just -- I mean,

9  that's -- I wouldn't say that's standard, but I think a

10  common practice.  You run a pre calc every time before

11  you take off just see to see what you -- what you're

12  at.  So we took a run, I'm going to go slowly.  I'm

13  going to take things slow methodical -- section of

14  that.  It is combined with EFL, but we did have a

15  brief.  We met prior, and we're going to be, obviously,

16  laterally and altitude conflicted.  So I wrote, overall

17  risk low because, you know, even though we said it's a

18  priority mission for -- for the scenario, for the

19  exercise --

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  It's -- it's an exercise.

22     Q.  Yeah.

23     A.  So I signed the raw and then went over to

24  flight equipment and started checking out my gear pre-

25  flighting it.  By the time I initialed for my
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1  equipment, I want to say, it was like -- it -- it was

2  sometime between or after 0810, but it was before 0815.

3  So I was already like, okay, I don't want to be late.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  And then as I was checking out my gear and

6  walking out, the XO walked in to check in his -- check

7  out his gear.  So I was like, okay, maybe intentional,

8  unintentional, he's -- he's going to be late to the

9  main time.  We are also meeting very early, so I'm not

10  concerned.

11       I did my walk around the aircraft.  I do

12  remember getting in the seat about 0816 after my walk

13  around.   was already in the left seat.  He

14  was doing the pre-start checklist.  So I'm assuming he

15  was trying to get a rep which was a little frustrating

16  for me.  It was -- I didn't think it was the time, but

17  hey, no big deal.  So I started getting myself buckled

18  in and strapped in.  And then I took over the checklist

19  -- I can't exactly recall at what point, but I took

20  over the checklist as we started running some of the

21  pre-flight bits.  And so as we got to FCSPF bit, he did

22  all the control checks, patrol service checks.  And

23  once he did those, I took over.  So that -- that might

24  have been when I took over.  I remember him doing that

25  part.  But I was the one who was like, okay, we're
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1  running the FCSPF bit.  The FCSPF bit kept failing.  So

2  we called our QA and our troubleshooters out there.  We

3  did have -- I believe, a left -- a cell interface

4  control unit (inaudible) that was written up.  So we

5  pulled the circuit breaker on that, plugged it back in.

6  And that ended up bringing up the FCSPF bit to task.

7  So while we were troubleshooting, we -- let me

8  backtrack.  I apologize.

9     Q.  Yeah.  That's okay.

10     A.  So I got in the seat, I was already placed in

11  the seat.  I knew that the XO was going to be late to

12  the seat.  0815 was our main time.  10 minutes later

13  was our RIO.  So I called over to Dump Truck 1-2 and I

14  said, hey, we're going to roll out the RIO in 10

15  minutes.  It allowed me to get situated (inaudible).

16  We, eventually, ended up conducting the RIO on time.

17  We had -- did not have time to SINCAR (phonetic).  So

18  we did not have our SINCARs or our active routes at the

19  time.  So we -- we got good comms, clear, secure on

20  time at the RIO.  And then we -- we revisited that

21  later.

22     Q.  Okay.

23     A.  But we did our RIO.  And then while we were

24  troubleshooting the FCSPF bit -- I can't recall the

25  times anymore, unfortunately.  But like, they -- they
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1  ended up starting more-or-less on timeline.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  So we were -- I don't know the spot

4  positions, but we were just in the aircraft to the

5  right of them.

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  So from my seats -- and then we're kind of

8  like in -- in like river recession.  On the left, I

9  could see their aircraft.  I couldn't see inside their

10  cockpit, but like, (inaudible) so I can see him.  So

11  they start spinning.  Like, they -- like, they're

12  spinning.  We're still troubleshooting.  Then he relays

13  over like, hey, 1-2's got a good bird.  Copy.  We are

14  still troubleshooting this FCSPF bit.  Go ahead because

15  we didn't know how long it was going to be or what the

16  fix was going to be.  So go ahead and execute the bump

17  plan.  The bump plan was under bump crews, but it was

18  to bump serials.  It was a priority.  And it was, for

19  all intents and purposes, it was a routine exercise.

20  Like, the priority is getting the PACs in.

21       So I'm not going to waste our time bumping

22  crews out of aircraft.  Like, hey, I'm going to take

23  your aircraft because it's good.  Like, you take the

24  PACs.  You take the priority serials which we're going

25  to go and Dump Truck 1-1.  Then we're going to go Dump
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1  Truck 1-2.  And you're going to go execute as a scene.

2  It's like, right.  I'm going to start loading PACs.  So

3  if he goes 75-75, starts loading PACs.  And while he's

4  loading PACs, we can see if we can get the FCSPF bit to

5  pass.  And then we just continue with our start

6  sequence, and we end up getting a good start.  So once

7  we're about in the middle of the start, I relay back

8  over.  I'm like, hey, complete troubleshooting.  It

9  looks like we've got a good start.  I expecting we're

10  going to have a good bird.  Let's go ahead and do an

11  on-call delay of five minutes.  And this was 8:40-

12  something closer to 8:50 than 8:40.

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  But I'm thinking we -- we have potential to

15  make timeline.  And I know we've got a couple minutes

16  of front-side holding.  So like, let's go ahead and

17  delay it.  We'll -- we'll go as a section on call.  Our

18  delay plan was also none.  We got a good bird.  We got

19  PACs.  Go put it out.

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  We had the holding altitude contracts.  We

22  had AFL common and -- if we could communicate and

23  coordinate to join up as required, or join up on deck -

24  - it's a permissive environment, both of them, just

25  stay on deck where the PACs are getting on waiting for
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1  me to land, or even hold them until I land.  And then

2  we'll figure it out from there.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  I thought it was safer to go as a section in

5  my head, you know, than to be, like -- just, like, a

6  main trail or something like that.  I didn't want --

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  I didn't want to risk any of that

9  (inaudible).  So I made an on-call delay for five

10  minutes.  And then he was going to -- he asked if we

11  needed to reposition.  But where we were, we could just

12  kind of pull straight out because they got a little

13  taxiway that connects out of the ramp area.  So I said,

14  no, just stay where you are.  We'll go out of our way.

15  You'll go out of yours.  Well, he had -- he had gotten

16  clearance where -- he was, at least, about to get

17  clearance for just himself, I think, when I said, hey,

18  hold on.  We're -- we're going to -- we're going to

19  have a good aircraft.  So still don't have -- nothing -

20  - getting -- he -- he got clearance for the both of us.

21  But I made the taxi calls outbound as a section.

22       But yeah.  Once we had a good aircraft, he

23  just stayed put.  We loaded our PACs.  And they ended

24  up taking about an extra five minutes longer than we

25  were expecting.  So now we were -- I think we -- we
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1  taxied out by 9:05.  So we were, like, truly, five

2  minutes delayed behind timeline.  Still couldn't make

3  up timeline.  But the PACs took a while.  And then we,

4  like, taxied out -- by the time we took off, it was,

5  like, 0910, so a bit of a trek down to echo-one.

6     Q.  Yeah.

7     A.  (crosstalk) And then, obviously, we were

8  departing runway 1-1.  So we're, like, not, exactly,

9  going to the north.  So that, kind of --

10     Q.  So that direction?

11     A.  That -- yeah.  So that, kind of, took off

12  some time.  But we ended up getting on that -- on that

13  -- on navigation, proceeding north to, pretty much,

14  direct -- Cape Gambier, I believe.  So, hey, clear to

15  the north.  So okay.  We're just going to cycle direct

16  to Cape Gambier, maintain 2,500.  EFL called us on AFL

17  comm and said, like, hey, what's your status update?

18       And we're like, Jackos Junction.  And it's

19  like we're about eight minutes from Cape Gambier at

20  this -- at this time.  2,500 inbound there's a section

21  that's fragged.

22       And it's like, roger.

23       That approach, we must have been -- I -- I

24  couldn't tell you what distance we were.  But far

25  enough and low enough for that approach that I said,
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1  hey, control services (inaudible) we're trying to get

2  this approved.

3       It's like, roger.

4       That was our switch TAD. so I said, hey,

5  switch the TAD over to -- or AFL.  And then I had to

6  check in., and I was like, hey, Dump Truck 1-1 flight

7  is checking out on TAD-2, inbound for the point prior.

8       And then they, like, rogered up.

9       And then approaching Cape Gambier, we began

10  our descent -- I don't know what distance, but we began

11  our descent to 700 feet of the cell.  And then I

12  checked in (inaudible).  So Dump Truck 1-1, it's Cape

13  Gambier inbound, that's fragged.

14       They're like, roger.  Continue -- continue

15  towards Subaru (phonetic).

16       And then approaching Subaru, I said, Dump

17  Truck 1-1, Subaru, inbound crow.

18       They said, roger, LZ is ice.  Continue.

19       And then I cycled forward and then, actually,

20  like, put the course in direct over to crow.  And so

21  copilot  (phonetic) started turning right.  And

22  we were, like, now, like, turning inside of the points.

23  I was like, hey, now, go ahead.  Roll out.  Hold a

24  heading.  We got to get lateral separation on the

25  lights up.  So basically, like, 45-degree cut-or-so,
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1  like, from IP -- from IP, like, Subaru outbound.  And I

2  was like, go ahead and start coming down at 300 feet

3  AGL.  So we were -- we were -- we descended.  And 300

4  feet AGL was -- was -- it was like 350.  It was like

5  500 feet AGL.  It's about 550 in the cell.  So we come

6  down to 300 feet AGL.  And as we start approaching

7  about 1 mile, I had to start coming back right after

8  course line.  So it starts coming back right.  I think

9  we rolled out at like a 1.25, is what I remember seeing

10  on the glass.  And I was like, hey, no biggie.  It's at

11  90 anyway.  So that just gives us more time.

12       So we rolled out on course with about 1.25

13  separation, is what I remember, and then right at about

14  2 miles.  So I was like, all right.  Rolled out.  Hey,

15  there's your 2 miles, powered full, keep 20 percent.

16  He pulls power.  And then we're trucking along.  It's

17  still on altitude, on course line, slowing down.  I go

18  to (inaudible) swap in 090.  He gets his course, CDS

19  coming alive.  And I was like, hey, go ahead and start

20  your beep.  We're about like -- we're -- we're within

21  1.5, starting beeps of beeps.  We're going 220, starts

22  slowing down.  Under 200, I asked them to bring our

23  cells up.  He starts bringing the cells up and then

24  executes the turn.

25       I don't recall, like, what -- what the index
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1  -- the 1 mile or the .5 dot -- but he started executing

2  the turn for the 90.  And then I don't know what

3  heading change we were at yet.  But I just remember we

4  were starting to turn.  The cells were coming up.  And

5  then  is, like, whoa -- and I'm paraphrasing, but

6  whoa, shit, what is -- like, what is -- what is a Dash

7  2 doing here, or something like that.  I'm like, what?

8  I look over across cockpit, and then I see what feels

9  like 30 to 50-feet step-up angle, a bank to the right,

10  and the cells are up, probably, no more than, like, 30.

11  But the cells are up, and I'm like, hey, just keep your

12  altitude, keep coming on course, like, they know what

13  they're doing.

14       And I'm thinking, okay, they -- they,

15  obviously, overshot.  So we did a -- we did a shooting

16  job, just slowing down.  We were also heavy.  So they -

17  - they overshot, or they were too close.  Or you know,

18  they didn't realize we're at the 2-mile.  We were

19  beeping and converting.  So they overshot.  Okay.  No

20  big deal.  It happens sometimes.  They're going to do a

21  crossover which they needed to, kind of, do anyways to

22  some extent because we're executing it right -- right.

23  So they're going to have to be on -- on our inside for

24  -- for that.  And I did forget to mention approaching

25  Gambier for Subaru.  I made the call on (inaudible).  I
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1  said, hey, just to reiterate, Dump Truck 1-1, landed in

2  Crow 1.  Dump Truck 1-2, landed in Crow 2.  It's like,

3  roger.  All right.  So I'm thinking, like, okay,

4  they're just getting in position.  They're doing their

5  own thing at this point.  I'm thinking, stay in your

6  lane, get on the course, fly inbound.

7       And we were just about rolling out on course.

8  And this is kind of hazy, this one.  But we were just

9  about rolling on course, I'm pretty sure, when I want

10  to say it was the ramp who called, hey, like, wing is

11  down.

12       And I was like, what?  And then like, what do

13  you mean my wing is down?

14       And then tunnel was like, no, yup, my wing

15  is, like, wing is down.  And -- and I -- I -- I thought

16  it was a missile.  Only -- only reason I think that was

17  like in the forefront of my mind, not only because it

18  was silly -- Collard -- Collard came up to me when I

19  was walking to maintenance control.

20       He was like, I think it's going to be

21  interesting.  It sounds like they were saying they got

22  a lot of stuff for you.

23       And I was like, oh, like what?

24       He's like, well, he was talking about how,

25  like, he didn't brief over IMC And I was like, oh, 100
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1  percent briefed over IMC.

2       So in my head right at this moment, I'm like,

3  this is -- this is maybe, like, blind or, like, on

4  scene commander or something.  So -- so I'm -- I got

5  controls.  So I start coming right expecting I'm about

6  to see them on -- bombing out towards the holding area

7  at Cape Gambier which is the point prior.  And there's

8  -- there's just trees and then, like, just like this,

9  just like a black plume just coming out an angle and --

10  and then a lot of stuff, a lot of -- a lot of talking

11  starts happening.

12       So then the ramp is like, I don't know, like,

13  they're -- they're --

14       Because I was like, oh, like, simulated down?

15  What do you mean down?  You know, like, down, down?

16  Ramp was like, oh, fireball on the ground down.

17       And -- and then the H-1 was like, okay, we

18  have, like -- we have an aircraft down.  Like, dump --

19  Dump Truck is down.  Like, I've got on scene commander,

20  you know, duct tape, whatever the other H-1 was, like,

21  get on deck, Dump Truck 1-1, like, proceed on deck.

22       I'm like, okay.  So I'm wrapping the turn.

23       And then the Dash-2 H-1 was like, hey, Dump

24  Truck 1-1, we got visual view of you at, whatever

25  composition they saw us at when they were moving from -
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1  - like, my one -- my, like --

2       It's like, hey, copy, Dump Truck 1-1's

3  visual, continuing the land.  And then I rolled out on

4  just, like, a generic easterly heading.  I was like,

5  hey, we're -- like, I've got controls, we're going to

6  take this thing, and we're going to talk about on deck.

7  So we brought it in, slowed down.  We always had these.

8  So like, brought ourselves back as far as I could

9  without bringing the nose up.  And I, kind of, settled

10  for, like, a good hover in the cell.  And I don't

11  remember what it was at, but it was aft.  And I was

12  approaching zone.  I was like, hey, we're still going

13  to land this aircraft.  And so the -- the door starts

14  calling the calls.  At some point, we did the landing

15  checklist.  I can't remember if it was, like, in the

16  middle of our turn or if it was the second turn, like,

17  second approach inbound.  I want to say I did the

18  landing checks for our first turn.  We were -- we were

19  below -- below 30, so that was covered down.  But I was

20  at the controls.

21       He verified through analog it was approaching

22  zone.  It was, like, 40-foot trees.  So we start coming

23  in, tail, ramp was clear, tail was clear, start coming

24  down.  And then I see the paved runway, but then we

25  start getting dust.  I hear a brownout ramp and then
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1  brownout tunnel.  And I still have very little visual

2  reference to my right, my 45, and then (inaudible)

3  page.  But like, in theory, don't really know where to

4  stop forward.  And then they start calling aft.  And

5  I'm looking, and I see, like, the -- the -- the dirt

6  that's offset from the runway.  I'm like, yup, we're

7  drifting aft.  I'm at, like, 93 in a cell, or copy,

8  stopping aft.  I was coming down a little bit, coming

9  forward, and the cell is moving forward.  Okay.  Like,

10  89 or so, like, coming to us, continuing forward and

11  down.

12       I've got ground reference and then tunnels.

13  I've got visual or contact and then brought in like a

14  063, I think, is what I remember, my heading being 063

15  on the deck, middle of the runway.  And so okay, we're

16  on deck, like, brakes on, 75 75.  Okay.  We're, like,

17  going to take a breather.  So we took a breather.  And

18  then all the while, H-1's sponsoring commander started

19  to make all the calls.  And -- and then, like, I think

20  I just froze for a while.  So the copilot did a good

21  job.  He started, kind of, like, taking note of, like,

22  what time we were on deck, what time he thought he saw

23  everything happened, and just, like, everything that

24  was, like, being said, he was, like, taking down.  He's

25  like, I just need to, like, stay with this and do
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1  something.

2       And I was like, hey, , like, are you guys

3  good?

4       They're like, oh, yeah, we're good, sir.

5       And I was like, hey, all right.  Let's --

6  let's -- let's stay on deck for a little bit.  We still

7  have (inaudible) in the back.  We still have a -- a

8  live aircraft spinning.  Let's not do anything

9  irrational, like, there's people that are coming in the

10  way -- in our way to our left.  Our waypoints are to

11  our right.  So it's, like, we're -- we're just going to

12  stay on deck for now.  Like, their on scene commander

13  did that.  There were some discussions throughout.

14   like, wanted to do some things to get

15  these guys out and take people out.  I'm like, I -- we

16  don't even know who is who.  And then at one point, I

17  heard duct tape 3-3 in the overhead make contact with

18  lone star five, who was the lieutenant in the back of

19  the aircraft, over the radio.  And we couldn't hear a

20  lot of the comms that were being made, really, only

21  their transmissions.  We couldn't hear anything they

22  were receiving.  But everything started being made on

23  TAD.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  And then it's like, hey, like, Dump Truck 1-1
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1  is on deck, like, let us know if you need any

2  assistance.  And then they started relaying to

3  approach.  They were comms with the guys on the ground.

4  So then we started hearing, like, their transmissions.

5  But again, nothing from the -- from the ground up.

6       And then we're hearing, like, hey, copy, lone

7  star five, like, you got -- you got, like, six

8  survivors, like, missing 20 or -- or, like, missing,

9  like, 18 or something.  They were like, what does --

10  what does that mean?  How do they have, like, six

11  survivors and missing 20?

12       I was like, well, that means, like --

13  they're, like, how do they know how many they're

14  missing?  They have -- they know how many were in the

15  aircraft.  They're, like, deducing.  They -- they've

16  got 20 survivors that they've identified.  And they

17  don't know where the -- or six survivors that they

18  identified.  They don't know where the other, you know,

19  17, 18 are which -- which means like, they re

20  pulverized, or -- I don't -- I don't fucking know, but

21  they're not there.  And that was, I think, panic

22  inducing because we couldn't hear all the comms.  And

23  then as soon as we were back on deck, God bless, we had

24  the comm ring had come into our aircraft because we

25  were leading and given us a super MAGTF.  And it's
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1  like, this is a direct link to, like, the audio of

2  your, like, DS-2.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  So when we landed, since I was running

5  checklists,  took that and put it, like, on

6  the side.  But when he made it, he would walk and he

7  just would just chat for whatever it was.  And it was

8  like, hey, like -- I -- I think I remember when I was

9  reading, I was like -- like DK 1-2 is down, not a

10  drill, like, aircraft is down.  He, eventually, like,

11  passed it to me.  And then I used it to, like, any

12  updates.

13       I'm like, hey, like, can't hear them.  But

14  like, it sounds like six survivors working on

15  accountability.  And I just started, like, just passing

16  us, like, we got information that I felt was, like,

17  relevant, trying not to screw up.  And I was like,

18  their unseen commander, like, clarified that people are

19  going to be coming inbound.  And they immediately

20  started, like, talking to approach.  Some C-130 got in

21  the overhead at, like, 10,000.

22       And people were coming in really quickly.

23  And then at that point, that's when  was

24  like, we should, like, do something to help.  I was

25  like, I -- I -- I didn't want to -- my inaction was,
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1  probably, really bad.  I feel guilty for that.  But,

2  like, I didn't want to -- I don't want to do anything

3  in, like, an already congested airspace.  Like, these

4  people are all coming in.  Who knows what altitudes?

5  Like, they don't know what our objective area contracts

6  are.  But we used that.  They used the objective area

7  contracts for, like, the H-1's that were coming in per

8  the on scene commander.  Like, they all knew it because

9  they all briefed it.  So that helped.  And then once

10  there was, like, six aircraft on deck, after a while,

11  finally, like, it was like, hey, who is to think Major

12  Smith (inaudible) overhead.  Like, at that time,

13  (inaudible).  It's like a couple -- maybe a couple

14  hours.  I don't know.  It felt like a couple hours had

15  gone by, at least an hour.

16       It was like, hey, audio was, like, saying,

17  like, the plan is, like, hey, get RTB when you can if

18  you're comfortable doing it.

19       I was like, yeah, I'm comfortable.  I'm just

20  trying to get out of here.  Once it seemed like there

21  was kind of a lull, it's like, hey, a request for lift.

22       He was like, yeah, roger.  Like, there's

23  people inbound coordinating someone's reposition of the

24  airfield.  But once they're on deck, like, you'll be

25  cleared to lift, enclave out, 700 below.
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1       I was like, roger.

2       At one point in there, I got out at Leslie's

3  recommendation.  So he -- he did a good job of, like,

4  kind of, getting me out of this slump.  It was like,

5  you should talk to the Marines in the back.

6       And  and  already, kind of, told

7  them, like, remain calm.

8       And I told them, hey, make sure that you let

9  them know, like, they can take off their helmet or

10  something.  If they need to, like, relax, we might be

11  on deck a while.  When we first got on deck, the ship

12  commander was like, what's your on-deck time?  So I

13  wrote up about four hours, got a lot of time, and

14  started burning up all the asphalt.  So we were doing

15  heat mitigation all the while.

16       But I got out of the cockpit on the right.

17  And I walked in the back.  And I couldn't walk through

18  it. (inaudible).  I was just like, hey, like, you know,

19  I was, obviously, you know, like, hey, obviously,

20  something bad happened.  And we're not in a good

21  position right now.  So what I need you guys to do is,

22  like, sit tight, don't panic, like, drink some water,

23  relax, just keep to yourselves for now.  And I'll pass

24  an update to you guys when I can.  But I promise you,

25  I'm going to get you back home safely.  So yeah.  I
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1  think it was like 11  11 -- sometime after 11.  It

2  wasn't 11:30, but it was after 11.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  Finally got, like, okay to take off so it

5  took 30 seconds to lift.  Everyone set in the back.  We

6  Did our turns, sweeps.  I told  he could

7  take -- you got controls.  I'll back you up.  So he

8  puts power again, (inaudible) 17 percent margin at this

9  point.  We took off, clearing trees, proceeded

10  outbound.  Once we got to Gambier, climbed 1,005

11  (inaudible) prior to Gambier.  And then it was in the

12  middle, about to start my turn, before they switched us

13  off to approach, got to approach, and it was a clear

14  descent.  So we didn't even turn to (inaudible).  We

15  just proceeded inbound Route 1.  Three-mile final

16  (inaudible) 1-1, landed at delta, called a taxi to pull

17  off.  And then once we were parked, chocked, about, 75,

18  75, (inaudible) PACs out, (inaudible) , like,

19  walked in.

20       And he was like, gentlemen, are you -- are

21  you okay?

22       Like, yeah, I'm good, you know, I'm trying to

23  keep -- keep our head in the game.  So we might go back

24  out.  We might be able to assist on.

25       He was like, okay, like, you guys okay to go

Enclosure (19)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1  back out?

2       And we went back to front.  We're like, yup,

3  ready to do -- you know, got back -- got to go help out

4  as best we can.

5       And then he left.  And then the AMO came in.

6  And he was like, are you guys okay?  Like, you guys

7  think you can go back out, like, help?

8       We're like, yeah, absolutely, sir.

9       He said, okay, well, like, you're -- you're

10  not going to.  I need somebody else in, like, you guys

11  can't fly around.  And  got pretty --

12  pretty heated about it.  He kind of swung out, started

13  doing crew storm.  And then -- yeah, I just kind of

14  waited and sat until an oncoming crew came in.  And

15  then he, kind of, came in.  He got out of the left

16  seat, and then (inaudible) came in. I had left my smart

17  PAC with him and the super MAGTF.  And I briefed him ON

18  all of the objective area and everything and like, what

19  -- what the current situation was.  And, like, do a

20  debrief and everything else.  Like, I just follow the

21  pebble off the pebble in there, and just, like, follow

22  all that.  Do your swap attack, do your Alpha Approach,

23  then talk to him when your done maybe that will help.

24       They ended up not going out.  But that was --

25  that was kind of, understood different to mention it.
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1  I keep forgetting to mention the (inaudible).  When we

2  were in CHOPS, we -- our ramp -- the ramp -- final

3  ramps up because we got, obviously, before we had

4  taxied out.  I want to say we were at 8.9 for fuel, or

5  8.7.

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  So we hadn't burned a lot.  But I remember we

8  had a 7 percent margin.  And they had a heavier

9  aircraft.  And they took the private serial which were

10  a bit heavier.  But they both -- they got less fuel

11  state than us.  We got 7 percent, like, we know right

12  now with what we have, we have 5 percent.  So they've

13  got to have at least, like, a margin of a percent.  We

14  were comfortable taking off and just kind of trusted --

15  said, fine, with what I thought was the best pilot

16  squadron since -- just good.  Probably, relied too much

17  on that as -- as a -- as a section leader instead of

18  asking the questions.  I was like, he knows what he's

19  doing.  And -- and I was just trying to get out and do

20  the thing.  There was nothing, really, that I thought

21  would be (inaudible) But that was -- that was the --

22  the last fuel state I recall --

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  -- from ramps up.  I -- I -- I didn't ask

25  them again what their margin was.  But I remember we
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1  gave the ramps (inaudible).  I want to say they were,

2  like, (inaudible).  They were less than us.  I could

3  feel more comfortable -- usually, I would say I would

4  be more comfortable if I was the fuel-limited one.  But

5  in this case for -- for weight, I'm more comfortable

6  being heavier than that.

7     Q.  Sure.

8     A.  But yeah.  I think that's -- that's, I guess,

9  it's a --

10     Q.  I -- I do.  There's a -- a lot of really,

11  really good detail.  Thank you for that.  We -- we'll

12  look through this.  Let's go back to the -- the brief

13  the night prior.

14       What time -- do you remember what time that

15  brief was?

16     A.  It was 1715.  So we originally had it for

17  1700.  I think it was different on the schedule, and

18  then we changed it.  I think we moved it earlier.  GCE

19  wanted to meet with us, just key players which ended up

20  being myself --

21     Q.  Yeah.

22     A.  -- and the acting EFL.

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  And then the SPO who drove us, who was also

25  going to be, like, the L&L for the H-1's --
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1     Q.  Okay.

2     A.  -- the next day.  GCE wanted to meet with us

3  the night prior as well.  And so we scheduled the time

4  of 1530 until 1630, and I'm giving us by 1630.  We were

5  leaving by riverboat.  We'll be back.  Our XOs and

6  planners would take care of the products as they were

7  (inaudible) part of.  And they did -- they had

8  everything.  There were just issues with, like,

9  printing, shopping, stapling.  So we rolled extra 1700

10  to 1715, but it was just because of product issues.

11  We're trying to compile it.  But otherwise, the briefs

12  were already -- we -- we'd done a practice brief at,

13  like, 1300.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  So went over the -- basically the -- asking

16  us -- appealing the AMC brief.  But like, cut out some

17  of the things that weren't applicable.  So we also need

18  the strike flight lead.  And then some of the things

19  that we're going to be covering in detail in the

20  section briefs will be left out, but we -- we covered

21  (inaudible), the orientation, the mission, our family

22  situation, army situation.  Talked on the EFL portion

23  and the AFL portion and, like, counter ops, the

24  routing.  In detail, the objective area, contingencies,

25  as much as the GCE gave us which -- permissive of their
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1  environment and, like, trying to take into account

2  administrative constraints so -- so there's really not

3  --

4       Somebody breaks their ankle, like, yeah,

5  that's going to be your trigger for CASEVAC.  If -- if

6  the -- if the Australians fire or not -- like, push via

7  service connectors on, like, the shore in the southeast

8  or southwest, like, we're going to use it for --

9  otherwise, if they are, then, like, we'll just keep

10  them on deck, ambulatory, ground movement to, like, you

11  know, where they're going to be or, like, -- it's like

12  a weird combo of, like --

13       It's such a low-threat environment in this

14  scenario.  Like, yeah, if someone gets sick, we're just

15  going to call them.  We're not expecting that we're

16  going to need that V-22 for anything else.  We're not

17  expecting they get to have immediate (inaudible) for

18  us.

19     Q.  Yeah.  Yeah.

20     A.  There's a minefield there --

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  -- with, like, no -- no -- I can't think of

23  what --

24     Q.  That's all right.  What time did you guys end

25  that night?
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1     A.  We ended, I want to say, like, right after

2  18.  And then with questions, we were, probably,

3  finished by, like, 1810.  Yeah.

4     Q.  And you departed the squadron spaces when?

5     A.  I departed, like, 1830.

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  Most people were out there pretty quickly.

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  And we had -- we had, like, talked to them.

10  We -- and asked them, kind of, like, hey, we're going

11  to be within 12 hours, but we'll -- we'll make sure by

12  no means that it is anything less than 10 hours,

13  obviously.  And I can't speak for, like, one DXO or,

14  like --

15     Q.  Yeah.

16     A.  -- other -- other players, WTS one on the

17  left.  But for myself, I got back in computer and I

18  just went to just rehearse my briefing (inaudible)

19     Q.  Okay.  All right.  Well, that's helpful.  Can

20  you, kind of, lead to -- and kind of, what I'm trying

21  to understand there is just the crew rest potential

22  issues between the night prior and the day, or the

23  morning of.

24     A.  Yes, sir.

25     Q.  But for yourself and all the -- what you
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1  knew, you had plenty of crew rest built-in.  What's the

2  -- is it 12 hours is what you guys have been using?

3  You said 10.  I just want to make sure I understand.

4     A.  We -- we've gone, like, kind of back and

5  forth on that, so I m not going to fight with, like,

6  safety.  And for the most part, 12 hours, typically.

7  12 hours sounds right.

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  And if it's less than 12 hours, it --

10  something -- when I was an officer of the group, I did

11  tend to, kind of, put like -- like, a note to just

12  identify.  Like, this was identified that this person

13  is going to have less than 12 hours.

14     Q.  Okay.  Copy.  And the answer to my other

15  question was starting to think through that.  And I

16  appreciate you being able to think back to what we've

17  heard over the radio.  So you had 8.9.  They were at

18  8.7.

19     A.  That's what I remember.  Yes, sir.

20     Q.  And your PerfCap for the LZ, not for your

21  (inaudible) out of here.  It gave you a 7 percent

22  margin in the -- in the LZ.

23     A.  Yes, sir.

24     Q.  Got it.  Okay.  So in theory, they got about

25  one more percent margin, roughly two -- 200 pounds
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1  difference --

2     A.  Or -- or the same.  So I know Aircraft 15,

3  which they had, is our heaviest aircraft.

4     Q.  Is it?

5     A.  But I think compared to Aircraft 3, it was

6  only one-PACs-worth heavier.  And then they, probably,

7  did have -- I know they did have extra weight from last

8  year's (inaudible).  And I think their heavy hitters,

9  but it wasn't --

10     Q.  Got you.

11     A.  -- it wasn't heavy as far as -- no -- no pun

12  intended, as far as, like -- they were actually

13  physically heavier.  Like, they were because I think

14  they had heavier weapons.  But, like, it was just,

15  like, their -- their -- I guess, more lethal forces.

16  That's why they have priority service.

17     Q.  Yeah.

18     A.  And it works still fine with the radio.  You

19  can do -- call the fire stuff, you can do that fires

20  authority.  And then they have some guys that have, I

21  think, a couple crew ship weapons.  I'm not -- I'm not

22  entirely sure.  I can't recall.

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  That -- that would be in the asset.

25     Q.  Okay.  Perfect.  Covered that.  Okay.  A
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1  little bit of this is not in order, so I -- I

2  apologize.  But I asked -- I thought of the question as

3  you were talking through, why was the frag this early?

4  What's the reasoning behind that?  Do you know that?

5  Is that just the way it was kind of set up or --

6     A.  Just I think the way it was set up, 0920.  I

7  mean, there was an opportunity for me to say, like,

8  slide, go left or right.  But it wasn't too much -- I -

9  - so I came back from ASO on a Sunday and then had a

10  warm-up -- not -- not, like, a warm-up flight because I

11  didn't really think it was some, kind of, a I think

12  true warm-up flight.  But I had an opportunity to fly

13  about like 3.0 on, like, Wednesday or Thursday.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  And I wasn't going to, like -- I didn't know

16  when the next time was I was going to fly.  And then

17  the COPSO was like, well, there's this frag.  Like, do

18  you feel comfortable --

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  -- like, flying the frag on Sunday for for

21  the (inaudible) because which is with limitations.  We

22  don't know when the next opportunity is going to be to

23  capture perception event for you.  So yeah, absolutely,

24  which is a frag so that makes a lot easier because I'm

25  not playing pretend as much like a lot of the actual
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1  stuff is happening.

2     Q.  Yep.  Yep.

3     A.  So I accepted that.  That was, probably,

4  like, the day before my warm-up flight, I think.  So I

5  think I flew on Thursday and, Wednesday, it was brought

6  up.  So I flew Thursday and then, like, mission-

7  planning stuff, Friday.  Then tidied up planning on

8  Saturday from the brief night prior.  And then the

9  brief night prior, and then briefed Sunday morning.

10  Not, like, out of the ordinary.  I mean, at some point,

11  somebody had done coordination.  We accepted, so the

12  Predator's Run, and -- and there was that discussion

13  that was had.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  That like, what time do you guys want me to

16  serve?  Well, as early as possible.  I'm sure the

17  trade-off was, like, we're not going to do any earlier

18  than nine.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  So and I think -- I've seen that before

21  having been to COPSO and FOPSO, like -- yeah.  Most

22  people make fun of us.  Like, 10 -- 10:30 is, like, the

23  golden time because it allows us do front-side

24  maintenance that's required to get people, like, in and

25  whatnot, but, like -- we're usually unfortunate not
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1  getting pushed any earlier than that, unless we've had,

2  like, a whole week to shift everyone.

3     Q.  Yeah.  Right.

4     A.  (inaudible) So my -- I just accepted that,

5  but yeah.  It makes sense.  We pushed -- left an hour

6  and a half from, like, our standard normal, like,

7  regular route takeoffs in 9:00 a.m.  And based off the

8  distance, somebody would probably  napkin math and

9  said, that's going to take us 15 minutes to get there.

10  So yeah, 0920 L-hour, like, you can see no problems.

11     Q.  Okay.  That's a great point.

12     A.  That -- I wouldn't say that's abnormal.

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  We've -- I'm pretty sure we've done plenty of

15  frags since we've been here, since, like, the first

16  frag response exercise where it's like, okay, early

17  briefing.  Come in at 5:30.  Takeoff is at 9:00.

18     Q.  Okay.  But there's no -- no real intent to

19  your point based on the operations you're doing here

20  right now is to -- to adjust your sleep cycle to -- to

21  flex to that.

22     A.  No, man.  We had issues with that.  Not

23  issues, but we had one like that, the last one up here.

24  It's my second.

25     Q.  Okay.
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1     A.  Things kept changing with the GCE and things

2  were, kind of, like, asses and elbows.  And we did,

3  like, a, like, 3:30 a.m. showtime for, like, a 4:00

4  a.m. brief for, like, a night and a day, like, it's too

5  and, like -- it was fine.  And we took, you know -- we

6  gave people, like, three days to, like, adjust, which

7  arguably maybe wasn't enough.  But, like, I think that

8  a lot -- a lot came out of that that were, like, maybe

9  we're just being sissies, but we're just, like, that's

10  dumb.  Like, we don't want to do that again.  So I

11  think it was just kind of, like -- to the next extent,

12  we're not going to push any further left than we need

13  to for, like, all --

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  Also, we're trying to facilitate (inaudible).

16  It's no longer as much a T&R deployment as it used to

17  be.  But, like -- and -- well, we still have the

18  potential that we want to fly night flights, and, like,

19  what is that bias?  If we have really early morning

20  because, like, now, we're dragging on the entire day,

21  putting more hours on air (inaudible) for -- and then

22  maybe, like, minimizing how much time we get for

23  nighttime.  And that's all dependent.  I can't recall

24  if there was even any night flights that day --

25     Q.  Okay.
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1     A.  -- after us.  But those are always factors

2  when -- and that's just -- that's just based off my

3  experience.  I'm not speaking for any current officer.

4     Q.  Got you.

5     A.  That's just my experience when we're doing

6  trade-offs and bargaining for times --

7     Q.  Yeah.

8     A.  -- takeoff times.  It's, like, I got to --

9  unless this is, like, true call that continues until

10  the time that I got a balance of (inaudible).

11     Q.  Sure.

12     A.  So I just -- I just kind of accepted it.

13     Q.  Okay.  You guys -- what's the normal PAC, you

14  guys?  The 19 -- like, the normal seems --

15     A.  12 to 18, sir.

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  And that's just -- I mean, it -- it depends

18  on if we've -- we've loaded up all the way.  Before

19  we're, like, 20 or more, but it's -- it just depends on

20  what we're doing.

21     Q.  Yeah.

22     A.  Like, if we're doing a morale fighter,

23  administrative movement, and it doesn't matter how

24  we're getting in, we can just load up as much as we

25  can.
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1     Q.  Yeah.  Yeah.

2     A.  It depends on what we're doing.  This -- this

3  is -- normally, we're going a fair distance.  So --

4     Q.  We got plenty of time to burn down.

5     A.  Plenty of time to burn down.  So in this

6  case, it was short and I -- I made that call too late.

7  I didn't go to maintenance early enough, and tell them

8  like, hey, I don't feel anything yet because we're

9  still figuring out the counts.  I mean, we didn t even

10  know that (inaudible) people weren't going to make the

11  cut until, like, later.  Those things happen.

12     Q.  Yeah.

13     A.  Like, I've been part of plenty -- not

14  exercise, but, like, these kinds of events, I know.  So

15  my biggest concern was just, like, how close we are,

16  and we don't have a lot of time for the front side,

17  like, holding.  So I burned that.

18     Q.  Right.

19     A.  But -- but -- but it's only -- I mean, you

20  know, sir -- but --

21     Q.  Yeah.

22     A.  -- I'm not going to put it on you.  From --

23  from what I know, we bargained (inaudible) anything

24  that can be divisible, like, three or six.  So if we

25  need to do bomb strike to move serials out.  It's --
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1  it's not anything crazy.  We don't want odd numbers.

2  So I think initially we -- we might've been still at

3  18.  And then it was, like, going to be weight in a

4  half, like 18 18, and like, 15.  But then we, like,

5  lost, like, 12, 13 of those people --

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  -- because I was just -- well, it's, like,

8  18, 18, and 2.  So can we just put one at each, again?

9     Q.  Okay.  Got you.  Now, that's the reason one

10  of you said an odd number.  That's the reason why I'm -

11  - this perks out my ears.  Like, 19 is an interesting

12  number.

13     A.  Yeah.  That was a conversation of, like, can

14  we just put these guys on so we're not getting extra

15  weight?

16     Q.  Yeah.  Okay.

17     A.  (inaudible).

18     Q.  So I -- I -- I asked questions in here about

19  BASH.  Is that something that you guys have -- is there

20  a BASH information that they have in Australia?

21     A.  There is.

22     Q.  Yeah.

23     A.  There is.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  (inaudible) like the -- the MACG folks brief
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1  it.  And --

2        Can you give us 30?  Thank

3  you.

4        They brief it and sometimes

5  for, like, these early warnings, like -- or if, like,

6  we don't do a good job communicating to them when our

7  brief times are because our schedule came out like 23

8  or something, like, that -- not -- that wasn't the case

9  in this sense.  But I just, like, showed up.  We

10  briefed, like, their -- but they have -- they have a

11  folder --

12  BY 

13     Q.  Yeah.

14     A.  -- in -- in teams.  So ODO will pull their

15  files.  And normally (inaudible) weather forecasting

16  briefs.

17     Q.  Yeah.

18     A.  There's specific slides.  When they're not

19  present, the ODO will just -- and they're pretty self-

20  explanatory so --

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  There is BASH.

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  So BASH is low is what I remember.

25     Q.  Yeah.
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1     A.  I didn't want to put something that I --

2     Q.  I understand.  Do you happen to recall on

3  your approach in there, did you see any birds that

4  caught your attention as you're flying?

5     A.  No.  The only bird we saw was on final for

6  Runway 1-1 coming back.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  So that's 3 nautical miles at most.  But

9  we're, probably, more, like, at 2 or anything back over

10  the water, you know, to -- to the -- to the west --

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  -- coming in.

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  And that was like -- we were already

15  converted.  I don't think we're feet dry there.  We

16  were crossing feet dry.  And then it was just, like,

17  low on the left side, co-pilot and I both saw it at the

18  same time.  And it -- it was low enough that he was

19  like, oh, bird.  I was like, continue because, like, it

20  was just already under us.  It wasn't high.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  That was the only bird I ever seen.

23     Q.  Okay.  All right.  Good.  Kind of, covered

24  that one.  Just confirming it, the intended L-hour was

25  0920?
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1     A.  That was the intended L-hour.  Yeah.  We --

2     Q.  Just want to make sure I got that right.

3     A.  Yeah.  I -- I ended up, I think, just looking

4  at timing and then looking at our flight summary -- in

5  the flight plan summary.  Our ETA was 0930 so when

6  we're coming back that one already 10 minutes into the

7  water.

8     Q.  Okay.  So walking through from your -- your

9  en route to -- so what you had planned for was holding.

10  You never had the opportunity to hold.  I just want to

11  make sure I understood that correctly?

12     A.  Correct.

13     Q.  Okay.  Do you happen to recall air speed?

14  Were you coupled up, coming down, or was the co-pilot

15  hand flying?

16     A.  Everything was hand -- I mean, for our

17  aircraft --

18     Q.  Yeah.  Yeah.  Sure.

19     A.  -- it was hand flying.  I agree with hand --

20  just because of how close it was --

21     Q.  Yeah.

22     A.  I wouldn't bother trying to couple anything

23  up.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  And I didn't -- I -- I -- I mean, I quite
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1  frankly didn't know necessarily at what point approach

2  was going to let us go.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  So I wanted to be able to hand fly and

5  maneuver as required.

6     Q.  Yeah.

7     A.  They told us that they needed to sequence us

8  or whatnot.  And if they wanted us to go directly to

9  one of those specific VFR points on VFR (inaudible)

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  Once they cleared us direct access we could

12  just fly north.

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  But I told him 220 and then I originally --

15  or not originally.  I told 220 and then once we were

16  clear direct, it was human navigation.  It's like, you

17  can buster.  And I was like, nevermind.

18     Q.  Okay.

19     A.  Just keep 220.

20     Q.  Yep.

21     A.  Like, they're already late.  They don't know

22  we're going to go 240 or faster.  So like, they know

23  220.  We're 220.  We're just going to accept what we

24  know and just going to go 220.

25     Q.  Okay.  Interflight -- so you had enough
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1  interflight or were you, like --

2     A.  I was.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  So the -- the comm delegation was --

5  originally was get your own ADIS.  And then I'd get

6  clearance to deliver and ramp stuff back to front.

7  Then we'd get a switch or they switch us ground over

8  AFL common.  So we -- we'd be -- so base frequency

9  until the REO.

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  And then once the REO is complete, it's going

12  to be based -- based for whatever frequency required

13  over AFL --

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  -- which is our second inter flight trip.

16  But (inaudible).

17     Q.  Okay.

18     A.  And then once -- yeah.  Once ADIS and 

19  delivery was going to be -- okay, follow me along,

20  airfield flow, ground over AFL until hold short on

21  tower.  And then once off deck, and I get the switch to

22  approach.  Dash 2's going to switch off at base.

23  They're going to switch to base and check off outbound.

24  And they're going to switch over to dealer which was

25  over at Robo and just to facilitate another form of
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1  redundancy for battle tracking --

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  -- off deck.  And then they were going to

4  switch over to TAD and modern TAD.  So I was going to

5  be approached over AFL.  They're going to be TAD over

6  AFL just to try to get -- as early as possible.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  Because I didn't know when the approach is

9  going to switch me off.

10     Q.  Yep.

11     A.  And I wanted to have comms with on TAD with

12  the EFL --

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  -- before hitting Cape Gambier.  And then EFL

15  reached out to us.  I think I could get up to Jackos

16  Junction and flight plan also have eight minutes to

17  Cape Gambier.  And they're like, hey, just want an

18  update.  Cool.  And they switched off AFL common and

19  then did -- did our checking.  Yeah.  I think he passed

20  to me before they talked to us.  He passed to me.  He

21  was like, checked off with base up on TAD.  And I was

22  like, roger, like, stealth approach, right?  I said

23  that approach was like, hey, you're clear.  I said,

24  okay, roger -- like, over AFL.  I was like, hey, clear

25  direct approach.  Going TAD -- TAD too over AFL Roger.
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1  So TAD too over.  I -- I tried to do a positive check-

2  in.

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  And he was like, (inaudible).  I said, okay.

5     Q.  Okay.  Copy.  So coming downhill, setting up

6  to get below -- getting below 500 or 700 feet MSL,

7  right?  And coming into your objective area still 220

8  in the descent?

9     A.  Yep.  Still 220.  Just kept 220 whole time.

10     Q.  Do -- Yeah.  Go ahead.  Do you remember --

11  let me -- I'm sorry.

12     A.  That's okay.

13     Q.  Let me ask you this: Do you remember the DME?

14  Did you have air attacking up or were you --

15     A.  Yeah.  We had air attacking.

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  I -- I don't remember the DME.

18     Q.  Okay.

19     A.  But we were -- but we had we had suite --

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  -- for -- yeah -- yardstick.  Yep.  I don't

22  remember the DME.  We were from Cape Gambier when we

23  descended.  Yeah.  I -- I don't make it up.

24     Q.  Yeah.  That's fine.  If you don't recall, you

25  don't recall.  If you happen to recall if ramp said
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1  distance and direct or location of dash two at any

2  point in time?

3     A.  No.  I just knew they're on the left side.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  But I don't think they have removed on the

6  left side.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  Well, they did when we conducted our initial

9  turn to the north.  So the winds -- we were on the left

10  side of the runway.  They were on the right.  Their XO

11  took off.  They're obviously a few seconds behind us.

12  And then once we conducted to turn the left,

13  (inaudible) the left side.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  It was combat cruise the whole way.  Oh, it

16  was combat cruise.  That's what's briefed.

17     Q.  Okay.  All right.  Enough about that.  Let's

18  go back a couple of questions here.  One question

19  regarding your (inaudible).  You know, as you -- was

20  there -- did you get a sense in your own mind?  Were

21  you anxious?

22       Like, if you only went to singles, that --

23  was -- was there an issue that you might get -- you

24  might lose this opportunity to get an accent that you

25  were going through your mind?
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1     A.  Yeah.  Yeah.  But I've -- I've seen events

2  where people have preached that you can still be

3  (inaudible)section or division.

4     Q.  Yep.

5     A.  So I wasn't really too concerned.

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  And I -- and I knew it would be harder, but I

8  thought it might be a good opportunity to flex, like,

9  in -- on deck or in here.  Like, you know, hey, I'm

10  behind you and a brief flight expect that.  Well, the

11  briefer straggled really, because that would've been a

12  straggled, like --

13     Q.  Yeah.

14     A.  We're going to straggle on deck, at the PZ

15  for the subsequent waves.  So if it's at the first

16  wave, straggle on deck for the second wave.  If it's

17  after the second wave, straggle on deck for the third

18  wave.  And if it's after the third wave, then straggle

19  on contingency holding which is, like, Cape Gambier,

20  you know, as time permits.

21     Q.  Right.

22     A.  If we are so egregiously offset that we're

23  like 180 out, then we're just going to communicate on

24  AFL common.  But, like, we're just going to work 180

25  out.  We've got lateral deconfliction and we've got
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1  altitude deconfliction.  So I'm not too concerned.  I

2  didn't want to rejoin on deck at any LZ just because

3  even though it was a low-threat (inaudible) scenario, I

4  didn't want them to be on deck any longer than they

5  needed to.

6     Q.  Sure.

7     A.  The same thing for hot LZ.  It was, like, if

8  we were -- it's hot LZ, like, you've got rank

9  authority, you take off the meetup later.

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  So I wasn't -- I wasn't too concerned.  And

12  that was originally what we planned for was all single

13  sheet.

14     Q.  That's right.

15     A.  So like I, kind of, already had in my head,

16  like, how that was going to go like it happened.  My --

17  my decision -- the on-call delay was, probably,

18  selfish.  Just -- really just -- like it -- it's going

19  to be easier for me to, probably, navigate and manage

20  this -- this session together.  And I really thought

21  that I was going to be a few minutes in trail.

22     Q.  Sure.

23     A.  I don't -- I don't want to be -- I have

24  deconfliction when we're going opposite directions,

25  but, like, I don't want to be in trail prealtitude --
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1     Q.  Right.

2     A.  -- on the same course line.

3     Q.  Yeah.  I would -- I would call that less

4  selfish and more understanding the risks and how to

5  mitigate, in my opinion.  Probably, not needed in this

6  conversation.  But I'll just tell you that's what I

7  think.  So with your co-pilot -- as you talk through,

8  what I, kind of, got a sense of is you're, like, really

9  busy in the cockpit right now during your approach

10  coming in.  I mean, you're managing the, you know --

11  the -- the -- not only twist and dials like we normally

12  do but also kind of talking him through the approach

13  profile to make sure he's hitting his parameters.

14       Is that -- did I get that sense correctly

15  that you were -- you were, kind of, busy?

16     A.  Yeah.

17     Q.  I won't say -- overtaxed.  But you were very

18  busy on your side of the cockpit.

19     A.  Backing up -- but like, in more encouraging

20  sense which -- which I, kind of, like, expected.  It

21  was -- was -- I don't -- I don't know, I guess, just

22  from secondhand experience and talking to people.  That

23  -- that was what I thought I failed was I didn't talk

24  to the section as if, you know, they were all brave co-

25  pilots, great aircraft commanders.  So I, kind of, felt
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1  I relied on -- on Major Lewis and -- but I knew that

2  that was going to be expected  was -- I

3  mean, he's approaching a year -- if not already just

4  passed the year, but like, with the grounding of V-22

5  and then with some of the stuff we've had, this -- the

6  half inspection you can get out here.  I mean, our

7  flight hours were, like, skipped for a while and -- and

8  -- and I don't say that to say, like, we -- we weren't

9  getting enough flight time, you know, but it was --

10  like, I've flown with him a couple of times.  I'll see

11  it if flies.  Like, I know -- I know how he flies, and

12  I wasn't going to fault him because I remember when I

13  was a co-pilot flying the big miss and, like -- then we

14  briefed what we were going to do.  And I still turned

15  on course when I was supposed to get my lateral

16  separation.  So like, I was -- I think I was expecting

17  that.

18     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  That's good.

19     A.  So I wouldn't say there was -- I was busy

20  with it, but I don't think it detracted.

21     Q.  Okay.

22     A.  Or -- or maybe it did.  But in the moment

23  when I was seeing us, I was expecting, you know, like,

24  hey, okay, I'm going to cycle us forward, like,

25  verbalizing everything.  I'm going to cycle us forward
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1  to the next point.  Started coming right.  Okay.  No,

2  coming too far right.  Kept -- kept going -- but, like,

3  other than the objective area of calls (inaudible) -- I

4  mean, really, there wasn't that much other crazy things

5  happening that it was pulling me away from.

6     Q.  Got it.

7     A.  So --

8     Q.  Okay.  Okay.

9     A.  So it's -- overall, it was a very our air

10  work maybe was -- was less than standard, but --

11     Q.  Yeah.

12     A.  But like, what we were doing was -- was

13  making -- was a standard objective.

14     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  I got a quick -- ask you

15  question from JAG here.  Can I have him draw something;

16  is that okay?

17        Absolutely, sir.  Yeah.

18  BY 

19     Q.  What's the best thing -- can I use is -- do

20  you have a blank piece of paper?  If -- if you could --

21  I -- can you just draw the airfield?  And as you talk

22  through it -- like, if you -- from your offset --

23  because what I'm having a difficulty time understanding

24  is your aircraft and as you described, Dash 2 crossing

25  over.  I -- I'm going to give you a red pen --
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1     A.  Yeah.

2     Q.  -- and -- so use the black pen.  There you

3  go. (inaudible).  It's not to scale, I got it, but just

4  to, kind of, visualize and I'm -- I'm having a

5  difficult time visualizing.

6     A.  Yes, sir.  This is what I recall airfield.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  And then this was Crow 1, and this was Crow

9  2.

10     Q.  Cool.

11     A.  And so Cape Gambier would have been, like --

12  Cape Gambier would have been, like, right here per se.

13  And then like, Subaru would have been, like, right

14  here.

15     Q.  Okay.

16     A.  So not --

17     Q.  Let's call that the IP?

18     A.  No.  Yeah.

19     Q.  Close enough?

20     A.  Not totally to scale, but like, inbound.  And

21  this is, probably, off as well, because it's, like, a

22  350.  So I apologize.

23     Q.  That's all right.

24        You just read 350 by it, if

25  that's what it was supposed to be.
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1        Yeah.  At some point, we

2  were -- we were coming in, I guess, more offset with

3  the IP.  We were coming 350.  So when we started our

4  turn, he was, probably, like, just inside, like, this

5  had him correct.  So we maneuvered out.

6  BY 

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  And I was like, all right, you can start

9  coming right now what I remember is we just came -- we

10  were more or less along the course line.

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  I remember our lateral was on about 1.25.

13  And -- and then a few seconds later, 2 miles.  So

14  there's 2 miles, there's your power pool.  And then as

15  we start coming inbound, I swapped this course for 090.

16  So for the stars here -- because this is our inbound

17  course.  And then, like, CVI is alive at 1.5 or

18  something.  I say, all right, go ahead and beat and

19  convert.  And I wanted him to do it early just because

20  we wanted the first pass.  So what I remember is more

21  or less us being like this.

22     Q.  Okay.

23     A.  And I don't know what distance this is, but

24  it's, probably, within 1 mile or greater than a 0.5.

25     Q.  Okay.
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1     A.  And what I remember seeing wasn't until about

2  right here.  Because again, they were off to the back

3  left.  Right about when we were rolling out or starting

4  with our turn -- probably, halfway through our turn, I

5  remember seeing lead and going back to the right, the

6  cells off the down stop, high step up crossing over.

7  And I'm just thinking, like, he's just going to -- I'll

8  do dots.  I don't want to draw -- because I don't know.

9  I'm thinking he is -- he is going to, you know, Crow 2.

10  He's -- he's -- was supposed to be, kind of, like, one

11  of those almost like a attack right.  And, you know, he

12  overshot.  So he was just trying to get back in his

13  lane.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  But -- but this is -- that's -- that's right

16  of (inaudible)

17     Q.  Okay.

18     A.  And then it was, probably, a little on

19  rollout that, you know -- you know, those down downs

20  that can get out of controls.  So then continuing what

21  I did, I came right and IT WAS somewhere, like, over

22  here was not -- not to scale -- but from my vantage

23  point, that's where I saw.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  And I, basically, continued my turn and I

Enclosure (19)

(b) (6)



1  ended up landing like that.

2     Q.  Got you.  Okay.  Thank you for that.  That's

3  -- that's very helpful for me.

4        Can I just have you label

5  each line with like 1-1, 1-2 first?

6        Yes, sir.

7        And if you could just, like,

8  write your name at the bottom.  You can say, not to

9  scale.  Can you print your name for me, please?

10        I'm sorry.

11        Thanks.

12        Do you want a date or

13  anything?

14        Please.  Yep.

15        Thank you, sir.

16  BY 

17     Q.  One last question, just to confirm, so no pre

18  calc?  You, kind of, talked about it, like, it's a hit

19  or miss squadron wise -- whatever those are.  It's not

20  a standard thing you guys do.

21       Is that accurate?

22     A.  It -- it's pretty standard.  It --

23     Q.  That you do pre calcs?

24     A.  That we do.  Yeah.

25     Q.  Okay.
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1     A.  It's -- when I say, like, hit or miss, it's

2  really, like, you are told, like, you will do a perfect

3  combo before we take off.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  And if you have time and route, like, we will

6  do one for landing.  If you look at your -- look at

7  your load comp and then your load comp is -- is

8  typically forecasted.  But, like, what's waiting for

9  you to anticipate being for takeoff?  I said, okay.

10  Expecting we will be at 10,500 for battery.  And so I

11  expect that through my nav log the first time I land,

12  and that's, like, basically, your takeoff point and

13  your landing point -- your first landing point.  First

14  takeoff, first landing or what's on the load comp.

15  Unless you're doing something notional or stimulated in

16  which case you put all the notional weights and

17  everything and you say, hey, all this is included.

18  Flexing the -- in the payload.  And then you say, this

19  is, you know, this is my max fuel in the zone if I want

20  to land this margin here.

21     Q.  Yep.

22     A.  So that was what we went off of where it's,

23  like, max fuel in the zone was like 7.8.  So like,

24  that's, like, you know, but that was where 10 percent.

25     Q.  Okay.
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1     A.  And that was -- I -- I kept 10 percent, even

2  though it's, like, 10 percent for dust is for -- for

3  unimproved or 5 percent paved.  I was, like, I want 10

4  percent because I want us to know what that mark is

5  that we're aiming for to maximize, like, our margin.

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  So I -- I need -- that's why I was, like,

8  everywhere we brief -- or our brief, like, we're going

9  to do a PerfCap on deck.  That would be independent to

10  each aircraft, just a PerfCap.  And then the same

11  thing, every time we cycle through the GZ (phonetic)

12  and a refuel prior to on load.

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  But you're going to run a PerfCap to see,

15  like, you know, no more than 7.5 or it's going to get

16  you 10 percent instead.  So it's, like, willing to

17  accept the risk on the first one because we're kind of,

18  like -- I -- I -- I, kind of, screwed the pitch on that

19  one as far as, like, fuel and fuel limits.  I was like,

20  every single wave after, no more than 7.5 or what's

21  going to give you 10 percent.  Because there's no

22  reason for us to accept less than 10 percent per square

23  foot waves.

24     Q.  Okay.  And that's just a question in the

25  cockpit whether you're doing that en route prior to
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1  your first landing?  Just to confirm.

2     A.  Okay.  So yeah.  So it's -- it's on each air

3  -- air crew, but the aircraft commander, ultimately --

4  he's actually, ultimately, I suppose -- which I feel

5  like -- I feel that, but it's, ultimately, their

6  responsibility to make sure they're doing that.  But as

7  a crew, (inaudible) they did not (indiscernible).

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  Like, okay.  Yeah.  We can go -- let's go

10  ahead pause, you know, proof, kind of, what we're

11  looking for.  But I mean, if you forget --

12     Q.  Yeah.

13     A.  Now, that is the -- that is the -- I guess,

14  maybe an expectation is a better word than the, like,

15  standard.  The expectation --

16     Q.  So it's not in the SOP that you know of?  And

17  if you don't remember, that's okay.

18     A.  It should be in our current SOP.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  Yeah.  Should be in our current SOP, there

21  will be a PerfCap one prior to take off.

22     Q.  But not in landing?

23     A.  I -- I --

24     Q.  Okay.  That's all right.  I'll -- I'll get

25  the -- we'll get the SOP.  All right.  Switching topics
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1  all together here.  If you want to talk a little bit

2  about the -- the command culture from your perspective?

3       And when I ask that, I'm -- what I'm really

4  kind of leaning into here is: From a safety

5  perspective, is it more of an ops focused organization?

6  Is it a more maintenance focused organization?  Is it a

7  nice blend of the two?  Just that's what I'm, kind of,

8  getting a sense of from you.

9     A.  I'd say it's a blend of the two.  I'd say

10  it's a nice blend that they get to be standard.

11     Q.  Yeah.

12     A.  Maybe not standard, that's not the right

13  word.  But there's a good working relationship.  And --

14  and I think sometimes it's very much in, like, a

15  brotherly love type of way that ops things are more

16  form of maintenance than maintenance looks more form

17  than ops.  But there's always the understanding that

18  someone is going to give and everyone is trying to

19  achieve the same thing.

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  So some days, maintenance gives and when the

22  maintenance gives, you know, four to make three when

23  they didn't want to.  But they'll do it.  And

24  sometimes, ops has to cut a flight hour or an event

25  because --
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1     Q.  Okay.

2     A.  Maintenance can't -- can't get maintenance on

3  a two to make two.

4     Q.  Yeah.

5     A.  And so okay.  Well, we're going to have to,

6  like, build our schedule appropriately to mitigate so

7  we're not putting all our eggs in the basket that we're

8  going to have two to make two.  We do -- we do monthly

9  PVDs.  You know PVDs?

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  Those are normally really good opportunities

12  where that, kind of, comes out.  The maintenance says

13  we can, we can't do this, or if we look at a monthly,

14  it's like, hey, Predator's Run -- and this is just as

15  an example.  Predator's Run is -- is, you know, these

16  two weeks or this -- this weekend.  And it's, like,

17  five straight days.  Like, we can do that, but you need

18  to let us know if that's priority over the other thing

19  that's happening two weeks later.

20     Q.  Yeah.

21     A.  Because if it is, then we'll do Predator's

22  Run.  Don't -- don't ask us for more than we can give

23  you two weeks later for the other thing.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  Or vice versa.  You guys got a Predator's
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1  Run, then so we're going to give up four aircraft for -

2  - but, like, two weeks before that.  You know, we're --

3  we're moving aircraft onto the ship.  We're putting our

4  best aircraft on the ship.  So which aircraft do you

5  want us to give to which one?

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  Which one is more important?  And -- and

8  that's just, like -- just, like, anything else with

9  support.  Like it's all kind of a bargain.

10     Q.  Yeah.

11     A.  But I think we -- I think we've come a -- a

12  good ways as far as trying to look out for proficiency

13  and, you know -- and that's an opportunity.  I think

14  this was an event of opportunity.  Hey, I know you just

15  got back.  We're going to sit down and assess.  Are you

16  comfortable flying at such an event because you've been

17  on a cockpit for around 30 days?

18     Q.  Yeah.

19     A.  But we're going to fly you.  And are you

20  still comfortable after that?  And he was like, yeah,

21  I'm -- I'm -- I'm comfortable and capable of my

22  abilities.  I did skill work before I left, so I can

23  continue the service.

24     Q.  Yeah.

25     A.  I don't know if I'd say there's really any
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1  operations pressure.  Nobody told me because I felt

2  operations pressure before.  Like, hey, if you don't do

3  this, we don't know the next time you're going to do

4  it.  It was just very a matter of fact.  Like, I -- I

5  wasn't, like, oh gosh, I have to do this or I don't

6  have -- I was like, hey, you know, what?  Yeah.  I

7  think this is a good opportunity for me because maybe I

8  don't have an opportunity.

9     Q.  Right.

10     A.  But at least I continue progression and I get

11  one more event in.  I -- I felt no way pressured to do

12  the event.  And I felt no -- I felt no pressure either

13  with the -- with the aircraft because this -- with what

14  was failing, it's like, hey --

15     Q.  Yeah.

16     A.  -- if we got to roll and we'll roll with

17  priority.  We'll get the backup aircraft, you know, the

18  second goes.  Don't get it.  But, like, I was very

19  stressed the two days leading up to it which I think

20  was just kind of normal (crosstalk).  Once I did the

21  brief night prior, I felt a lot more comfortable, and I

22  was very still stressed practicing the brief in my

23  room.  The night have felt, like, I had very restless

24  sleep.  I -- I did sleep, but I did almost feel like I

25  was just laying with my eyes closed.
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1     Q.  Yeah.

2     A.  But once I woke up and, like, showered, you

3  know, right.  I was, like, hey, you know what?  Like we

4  -- we briefed this.  We've exercised it.  I know what

5  the plan is.  We're going to -- we're going to brief,

6  plan, apply the brief.  The only thing that I thought

7  was going to be hindrance was, like, this fuel thing.

8  But I knew that we were still think SOP length to a

9  gauge surface and we're going to have 5 percent reward.

10  And so it's going to take a little bit of just pilot

11  stuff to -- to get into the zone.

12     Q.  Yeah.

13     A.  But like, that is not -- that is not the

14  first time that I have done that.  I have -- I have

15  landed to a pad which means I can't really deviate any

16  distance in any direction because I've just had that

17  pad with 18 guys in the back and, like -- I didn't have

18  settling on power, but I had a very tight margin.  And

19  so it was uncomfortable --

20     Q.  Yeah.

21     A.  -- I mean, like, to -- to burble and ride --

22  ride the burble all the way down, like, okay.  This is

23  going to be the best zero reserve of my life because I

24  don't really have any other option.  So like, that

25  never really -- the fuel -- the fuel for me was a
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1  concern, but not -- not to this extent.  Same with

2  PACs, that was a concern --

3     Q.  They're heavy?

4     A.  That's -- that's what we do.  I mean, you --

5  you plan to the 10 percent.  That way, you can

6  maximize.

7     Q.  Can you give me a general sense or -- so you,

8  kind of, alluded to this.  I mean, I know that you had

9  -- you guys had the airshow you were supporting, you

10  had Canberra that -- that was out.  How was the --

11  since you were able to get here on to Darwin, how was

12  the flight hours?  And we'll pull the numbers of, you

13  know, what -- what -- whatever was when getting -- what

14  was the general of, like -- you were getting the best

15  you could when you're out here.  Was it not enough?

16  There's never enough hours, like, I get that.

17       What was just the general sense?

18     A.  The general sense, good flat hours.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  To start with, sir.  I was -- I was delayed a

21  little bit just because of, like, peer groups.  And

22  when people showed up, I was, like, the last -- I don't

23  want to go to, like, a weird history, rabbit hole.  But

24  like, I -- I showed up -- I was supposed to be the last

25  co-pilot for the last appointment and then we got,
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1  like, four more before we're deployed.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  So there was this weird thing that happened

4  with me where they were, like, should we accelerate it?

5  So the guys with phone or should, like, slow them down

6  and catch those guys up.  And I ended up -- well, the

7  war was so successful that I pretty much stayed where I

8  was.  So those four guys that showed up after me, like,

9  one of them has more flight hours than me.  Right now,

10  it's still just with me.  Some of the guys that were

11  above me also got slowed down.  They got, like, you

12  know, plenty more hours than I do, but are only really,

13  like, three events ahead of me.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  In theory.  So that has, kind of, worked

16  itself out.  And I think that was recognized and maybe

17  a little late and -- or maybe it was just

18  unintentional, just, kind of, looked out that way.  I -

19  - I felt like I was flying a -- a good amount when I

20  first --first showed up.  We didn't -- I didn't get,

21  like, any night flights.  I was here for, like, a good

22  while before I flew at night at all.  And that was

23  because we were prioritizing personnel getting NSQ and

24  personnel getting NSI, which is the story in and of

25  itself.  But we -- day flights signing, like -- or even
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1  co-piloting.  I was -- I was getting hours.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  Just wanted to kind of move on to the next

4  thing.  But, like, I was getting hours.  So I -- I

5  didn't think I was getting skimped at all.  I didn't

6  think I was getting overworked either.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  Like, I'm on a pretty middle road.  I was

9  happy.

10     Q.  Okay.  Last question, and then I'll leave it

11  up to you if you have any save rounds.  So sense of a -

12  - your sense as a pilot when the aircraft you were

13  receiving for maintenance -- good aircraft, average

14  aircraft, standard V-22 issues with aircraft?  You have

15  a couple open maps on -- something, obviously -- it's

16  illegal to fly that kind of thing.

17       But what was the general sense from your

18  perspective on maintenance?

19     A.  In general, or my aircraft, specifically?

20     Q.  In -- in aircraft that you've flown since

21  you've been here.

22     A.  In aircraft I've flown since I've been here?

23     Q.  Yeah.

24     A.  Me, personally -- and I say that just because

25  I don't want to, like, say anything that other people
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1  have told me how they feel.  But, like, for me, I'm --

2  I'm pretty comfortable with aircraft.  Like, I -- I

3  know a lot of these maintainers wouldn't sign an

4  aircraft safe for flight if they wouldn't fly it in --

5  in the back of the cells.

6     Q.  Yeah.

7     A.  So I think everyone is doing their best.

8     Q.  Okay.

9     A.  And -- and for me, usually, we have some

10  aircraft that are, like, notorious.  So I flew Aircraft

11  3 that day.  And I know you're going to ask for

12  specifics, but, like, that one is, like, nickname like

13  fur Steve because it's just like, you -- you kind of

14  don't know sometimes --

15     Q.  Yeah.

16     A.  And it's nothing dangerous, but we just -- I

17  don't know if it's going to, like --

18     Q.  You just have these irritants.

19     A.  Just like it was in the line, like, oh, FCSPF

20  is going to be a failure, of course, never going to see

21  and like, okay.  But then there's, like, a PC thing

22  that like, okay.  Just going to reset the circuit

23  breaker and, like, that's going to help with it

24  because, obviously, it's failing because of the cell

25  stuff.  And it's telling me on the screen you know the
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1  flight simulator something, like, what specific things

2  are on our failings?  I know it's tied to that, you

3  know, gave that overall.  So we don't -- we don't, like

4  -- we don't jockey things, like, we don't like, oh, you

5  just got to kick it a couple times and push this switch

6  and it fixes.  But we recognize what things we have

7  that, you know, we're able to afford to --to say, like,

8  keep us an open map.  And that's -- that's usually our

9  maintenance department.  I think that's a very good job

10  of trying to get everything they can to fix those.

11     Q.  Yeah.

12     A.  So if it's not fixed, it's usually because

13  they're waiting.  So they don't -- they don't just need

14  stuff before they just (inaudible).  Or there is

15  instances sometimes, like, can -- cannot duplicate, but

16  I don't think it's because of being lazy.  I think

17  sometimes it really is.  We had one aircraft that,

18  like, just could not duplicate these dumb things that

19  were happening with it.  And then there's aircraft 9,

20  like, can't -- what is the issue with this?  Like, fuel

21  thing -- this fuel, you know, they continuously

22  failing.  We just can't figure out what it is.  And

23  literally, we replaced every single part.

24     Q.  Yeah.

25     A.  And that was just, like, (inaudible) The next
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1  day it was on the flight schedule, I failed for the

2  exact thing I'm failing for days before.  So --

3     Q.  Yeah.

4     A.  But I'm -- I trust -- I trust -- and that was

5  -- that's why I have no issue when I was out there.

6  That's why when they said we've got three to make two,

7  I have no issue with, like, no delay, no -- our

8  priorities going to passing and, like, they're going to

9  give you the best aircraft they got.  If it doesn't

10  work, they're going to give me the next best one.

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  We have the best aircraft at our disposal

13  right now.  So like, I'm not going to bump you out here

14  if the aircraft isn't good.

15     Q.  Yeah.

16     A.  And my aircraft should be good.  We're going

17  to find a way to fix it.  I mean, those guys were out

18  there.

19     Q.  Yeah.

20     A.  Good -- to -- to help get it.  If it didn't

21  and they were -- it'd be damned if they didn't have the

22  next aircraft already just that.

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  So --

25     Q.  All right.  Thank you for that.  Very
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1  informative.  Other than what you've answered here in

2  the questionnaire and what you have provided to me, is

3  there anything else that you think we -- I should know

4  or we should know?

5     A.  No.  Just let me know if you have other

6  questions.  If I think of something, I'll let you know.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  But trying to -- I -- I -- I wanted to put

9  everything I could --

10     Q.  I appreciate the detail.

11     A.  -- on a sheet of paper, just to -- to dictate

12  to you.  Especially, as we re coming further and futher

13  away as far as time from the -- I don't want to, like,

14  the bash --I don't -- I know we proof it, but I don't

15  want to say we do if we didn t that day.

16     Q.  I understand.

17     A.  I don't want my mind to make closure of

18  something that didn't happen.

19     Q.  Okay.  I appreciate that.

20        Any other additional

21  witnesses you think we should talk to that we probably

22  aren't thinking of already?

23        As far as that diagram,

24  specifically, .  I'm not trying to, like,

25  name-drop anyone, but he was -- he was the one who did

Enclosure (19)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1  a phenomenal job of immediately assuming officer

2  commander on my behalf.

3  BY 

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  And -- and I -- I think he saw it all.

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  So I can't speak for the rest of my crew as

8  far as, like, how much they did or did not see.  I know

9  what I saw.  I know that they saw different things,

10  too.  He might have seen all of it.

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  So --

13     Q.  Okay.  And he was the H1 EFL?

14     A.  He was the active EFL.  Yes.

15     Q.  Okay.

16     A.  So just as far as, like, more fidelity and --

17     Q.  Yeah.  Absolutely.  Right.

18     A.  But I don't -- I don't know what else he put

19  (inaudible).

20     Q.  Okay.  Okay.

21        Anything else, sir?

22        No.

23        Same morning, I've -- I've

24  kind of mentioned a couple of times already, right.

25  You're advised that this is an ongoing investigation.
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1  You're directed not to discuss your testimony with

2  anyone outside from the two -- aside from a two

3  (inaudible) point investigator.  If you have any

4  questions, let us know.  If somebody is trying to ask

5  you questions about it, you can just refer them to us

6  and -- and I ask that you report it to us.  All right.

7  That's all we've got for you.

8        Thank you for your time

9  today.

10       (End of Audio Recording.)
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1  the position of -- of the H-1s and, kind of, get your

2  perspective when you guys got, you know, IP inbound, or

3  checkpoint prior.

4       Like, when -- when did you guys pick up the

5  H-1s, and what is -- what was your perception of their

6  positioning on your section as you came in?

7     A.  It might take me a second to -- to

8  (crosstalk).

9     Q.  Take all the time you need.

10     A.  Because I do recall -- I distinctly remember

11  calling them out when I had visual of them, and I'm

12  trying to remember which direction they were moving, if

13  it was right to left or left to right.  And I want to

14  say, or I'm going to say they were right to left

15  because of what we briefed their battle position was to

16  where the holding area was going to be.  And it would

17  have been while we were -- would've had to have been

18  when we were past the IP inbound.

19       The reason why that might also have been a

20  little bit different is, like, as I depicted there, I

21  remember when we pretty much turned inside the IP, so

22  we had to make a cut out to the left, you know, heading

23  change to pick up our lateral separation.  So it could

24  have been as I was looking at them, they were to the

25  right.  But otherwise, if we would've been on course,
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1  1.  Couldn't -- couldn't tell you which -- which one,

2  if it was a AH or UH.  There was an H-1 that was

3  between the -- I know it's recorded, so you won't be

4  able to hear the picture --

5     Q.  That's fine.

6     A.  -- so to speak.  But as I made the turn, if

7  this is where I remember seeing them, I want to say

8  there's like an H-1 that was more to the right of me,

9  but between me and them on the ground.  So as I'm, like

10  -- sorry, try to look at picture, but as I'm like,

11  here's my -- here's the way I'm looking, and I start

12  coming right from my landing heading, I start coming

13  right.  I see them.  That is, like, where I would say I

14  saw an H-1.

15     Q.  How far away, do you think?

16     A.  You have a pen on you?

17     Q.  Yeah.

18     A.  So at --

19     Q.  Let's -- let's do it like this.

20     A.  Yeah, at this -- at -- I would say at this

21  point --

22     Q.  Uh-huh.

23     A.  -- I'll do like shapes to kind of mark it.

24  At this point, I would say that I saw an H-1 with --

25  with their altitude, per their contract, at that
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1  position.  And then as I continued to turn -- and they

2  had already started coordinating.  So I can't spit out

3  verbatim what they said, but they were already like,

4  you know, I have on-scene commander.  You go on deck.

5       And then I didn't get my on -- like, go

6  continue on deck call until I was probably -- what's a

7  good shape to use?  I was probably right here, in which

8  case, the other H-1 -- the other H-1 would've been,

9  like, over here with their altitude, and they were kind

10  of heading in, like, that heading.

11       And they're like, hey, I've got visual of

12  you at -- you know, they gave the clock position that I

13  was at from them.

14       And I said, Roger, I've got visual of you as

15  well.  Continuing my turn to land.

16       And they're like, yeah, we recommend you

17  continue to land.

18       I was like, Roger.

19       And then I continued to land and so, yeah.

20  I landed, and then this aircraft ended up to my left,

21  probably, like, 200 meters to the left of me on the

22  runway.

23     Q.  And the position of this H-1, what -- what--

24  what would you say the distance is?

25     A.  I'm trying to think of, like, V22
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1  separation.  Like what we have when we land, they were,

2  like, further than that.  They were at the -- at -- at

3  the least, they were probably, like, 500 feet from us,

4  at the least.

5     Q.  Yeah.  So pretty close?

6     A.  With still, like -- like, 200 feet --

7     Q.  Yeah.

8     A.  -- 300 feet altitude separation.

9     Q.  Yeah.  And -- and I don't know that we're --

10  the altitude separation we -- we understand was

11  briefed, and it sounds like the altitude contracts were

12  being maintained.  Really, laterally is kind of what

13  we're trying to figure out.  So it -- it seems like,

14  based on your -- what you're describing, that from your

15  perspective, it was -- it was -- it was close.

16     A.  Yeah.

17     Q.  I mean, you could clearly see them, and they

18  were pretty much next to you, you know.

19     A.  I wouldn't say they were next to me, sir.  I

20  mean, that -- that -- that was still a -- a distance

21  away that --

22        So I think that red dot is

23  the crash site.

24  BY 

25     Q.  Was -- was -- was this an H-1 right here?

Enclosure (19)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1        No.

2        No, this was the crash

3  site.

4        The red dot is the crash

5  site.

6  BY 

7     Q.  This was the crash site.  And then -- so

8  this -- this was an H-1 and this was an H-1?

9     A.  As I was here --

10     Q.  Yeah.

11     A.  -- that was an H-1.

12     Q.  Yeah.

13     A.  That -- that was pretty far.

14     Q.  Okay.

15       Let's do this real quick.

16     A.  I mean that was, like, a kilometer it felt

17  like, like 1000 -- 1000 meters.

18              EXAMINATION

19  BY 

20     Q.  If you -- if you don't mind, let's do this.

21  So like, can you label this as an H-1 and -- yeah, you

22  don't know what type, right?

23     A.  I don't know what type.

24     Q.  Okay.  And then --

25     A.  Well, I can deduce because this guy who
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1  landed here was a UH-1, and I can deduce who I saw here

2  was a UH-1.

3     Q.  Yeah.

4     A.  And I know Duct Tape 33, because I know who

5  the crew is and who they are.  And afterwards --

6     Q.  Okay, perfect.

7     A.  -- like, okay, they were Cobra.  But in the

8  moment, no, I just saw (crosstalk) --

9     Q.  Okay.  That's fine.  Let me think.

10     A.  Also, I saw them when I was --

11     Q.  At this separation?

12     A.  -- (crosstalk) and they were already -- you

13  know --

14        (Crosstalk).

15        I don't know what

16  direction they were turning, but they were doing their

17  on-scene stuff.

18  BY 

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  I was at this position when I saw them, and

21  I continued my turn inbound, which again, not to scale,

22  but they ended up, you know, going whatever direction

23  they were going.

24     Q.  I think -- yeah.  I think what I want to

25  annotate on here is that at this position, you saw this
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1  aircraft.  I'm not sure what the best way to do that

2  is, if it's drawing a line between the two.

3        Can we just take a --

4        Or a dotted line.

5        -- a dotted line out and do

6  like a --

7        Yeah.

8        -- cloud bubble here and

9  explain?

10        Yeah.

11        Am I allowed to ask what

12  the purpose of this is for or is that for --

13        We're just trying to get a

14  better picture of what was going on in there.  Let's

15  see.

16        It'll help to deduce

17  causality, or establish opinions.  That's what they use

18  this for.

19  BY 

20     Q.  Okay.  So let's label this one the same way

21  as H-1 on-scene commander, the way you've got it

22  described there.  Just so -- so, like, somebody's going

23  to have to look at this and not have your voice over

24  it.

25     A.  Yeah.
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1     Q.  Right?

2     A.  Understood.

3     Q.  So I want -- I want them to be able to

4  interpret it, and then we'll do the same thing on this

5  one, a dot box off to here with a, you know, V22

6  position, a visual of this H-1.  That's what that box

7  is, right?

8     A.  That's correct.

9     Q.  Okay.  Yeah.  And then I think I want a -- a

10  distance line between the 22 and the H-1, an estimated

11  distance.

12     A.  I -- yeah, I can try, sir, but --

13     Q.  Okay.

14     A.  -- that's just me using my Mark 1 Mod 0

15  eyeball to determine, like --

16     Q.  Yeah.

17     A.  The -- the -- the H-1 was closer to the

18  impact site than it was to me and -- and I -- I don't

19  know what that was.

20     Q.  This H-1 or this H-1?

21     A.  The on-scene commander.

22     Q.  Okay, yeah.  No, I -- I'm asking about this

23  one.  You said this one was maybe 500 feet away?

24     A.  Yeah.  Well, I said that -- I was talking

25  about the on-scene commander.
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1     Q.  Oh, okay.

2     A.  It was like, at the very minimum --

3     Q.  Okay.

4     A.  They were, like, 500 feet away --

5     Q.  All right.

6     A.  Or -- or five -- yeah, 500 feet.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  But like, that's -- that's -- even then,

9  that's pretty close, and like -- and I only say that

10  because I know what that looks like when we land with

11  our separation --

12     Q.  Thank you.

13     A.  -- I've got, like, 500 feet between me and

14  the next guy.  Like --

15     Q.  Okay.

16     A.  -- I know what that looks like.  So I can

17  tell you they were no closer than that because --

18     Q.  Okay.

19     A.  Granted, it's a smaller helicopter.  It's

20  only going to be 22.  So --

21     Q.  Yeah.

22     A.  -- that could also be skewed as far as, like

23  --

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  -- a distance perception, but --
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1              EXAMINATION

2  BY 

3     Q.  Maybe a different way to ask it then, the

4  distance between your aircraft and the Huey on the

5  deck, was that about a similar distance?

6     A.  No, that was like -- again, that was like

7  200 meters.  Like, that was pretty far up the runway.

8  So we --

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  They had asked if anyone had, like, a

11  litter, and the guys in our aircraft had, like, a --

12  basically, like, imagine a litter but with no poles.

13  Like, they had like a hand strap one, hand carry one,

14  and a crew chief from that Huey, like, hauled and did,

15  like, a fucking CFT 880 run, like two -- like, it took,

16  like, two, three minutes for them sprinting to get to

17  our aircraft.  Like, it was pretty far.

18     Q.  Okay.  Just walking it back just a little on

19  the beach, on the UH position, you did say that you saw

20  a UH on the left side of the flight as you guys were

21  ingressing?

22     A.  I saw H-1s.  Yeah.  So I -- I could see

23  their -- I could see their section, which to me was,

24  like, perfect.  That's exactly where we expect to see

25  them.  Now, as far as where I saw them positioned, I --
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1  I -- I don't know between IP --

2     Q.  Yeah.

3     A.  -- and when we rolled out on course where I

4  identified them, but I had them identified, and I

5  called them out visual.  Where they were on my

6  windscreen, unfortunately, it would have -- would've

7  been like a -- a product of where I was on my heading.

8       Because if I was rolled out on course from

9  the beginning, they would've been in their holding area

10  to the left.  I would assume to the left.  I want to

11  say I remember calling out clock position they were

12  moving.  I can't remember what direction I said they

13  were moving.

14  BY 

15     Q.  At what point, when you made this turn right

16  here, where do you think the H-1 was?  What were -- or

17  -- or do you remember seeing them (crosstalk)?

18     A.  When I -- when we did our power pole

19  (phonetic) and our beep and started converting --

20        Can you label those points

21  as well, if that's what those are?  The beep.

22        So again, not to scale.

23        Yep.

24        They would've been

25  trailing behind us to -- as they were going to, like,

Enclosure (19)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1  join up on us.  And it wasn't like a join up, like,

2  true escort.  It was like, we're just going to fall in

3  on your 5 and 6 and follow you in.  They weren't like,

4  joined up like a normal -- like, true escort scenario.

5  It was just to facilitate them being able to follow us

6  in and then them doing like their actions on the

7  objective

8              EXAMINATION

9  BY 

10     Q.  Yeah.

11     A.  -- as required, et cetera.  So not -- not to

12  scale, again, but they would've -- the -- the question

13  was where they would've been at as I commenced the

14  turn?

15     Q.  Yes.

16     A.  Oh, they would've -- they probably would've

17  been -- if this is a mile and a half, they -- they

18  probably would've been a mile and a half to a mile.

19     Q.  So they were pretty far behind you?

20     A.  Yeah.

21     Q.  When you guys passed?

22     A.  We -- we -- they were in their holding area.

23  We passed a beam before we -- we were probably power

24  pole when we passed a beam, but they like -- they were

25  -- yeah, I mean, we're going 200 knots, again slowing
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1  down, and they're going at the most, like what, 130.

2     Q.  Once you made the turn to 90, once you

3  physically made the turn to 90 -- so I'm just trying to

4  put you kind of back in that -- that turn.  When you

5  made the turn, do you remember, once you were

6  intercepting final and you went wings level, do you

7  remember seeing them?

8     A.  The H-1s?

9     Q.  Yeah, on the left?

10     A.  No.  No, I didn't see them until I turned

11  around.

12     Q.  Yeah.  Okay.

13     A.  And my assumption would be that, don't move

14  on my part, turning around, right?  Because, you know,

15  had the confidence that we had altitude separation, but

16  if we're talking about lateral, like that was -- hard

17  to turn around if, like, going opposite directions now.

18       But I -- I turned, and my assumption would

19  be like they were -- they were -- they had just been

20  still, like, inbound.  I -- I don't know what they saw,

21  but I would assume, based off of what we, like, planned

22  for and what kind of, like, played out, that they

23  weren't overhead when it happened.  They were probably

24  watching it as they were still ingressing.

25     Q.  Okay.
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1     A.  Yeah.  Again, because, like, I turned around

2  --

3     Q.  It's -- going to be speculation --

4     A.  Yeah, it would just be speculation.

5     Q.  You don't remember.  That's okay.

6     A.  They -- they were not -- they were not over

7  us.  They were not over us when I started my turn to

8  the right -- to the right.

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  Yeah.

11     Q.  That's helpful.  This is a -- this is

12  another question, and I -- and I don't -- I'm not

13  intending for you to rehack your previous testimony.

14  That's not the -- but I --

15     A.  I understand.

16     Q.  -- I don't know that this particular portion

17  was asked, so I'm going to ask it.  Do you -- do you

18  believe that Dash-2 missed the power pole?

19     A.  Asking me, like, as speculation?

20     Q.  I would say, based on your observation of

21  their position, Dash-2's position, what would've been

22  the cause of that?  That's a better way to ask that.

23     A.  I think weight.  That is -- that is what I

24  think.  That is kind of, like, why I feel guilty about

25  it, is weight.  I didn't make a sugar call.  It's not
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1  required.  It's a nice-to-have.  Some people believe in

2  them, some people don't.  If we're looking at our

3  numbers for an approach that we briefed, we know when

4  we're going to do it.

5       And even if we don't, and there's a whole

6  notion of Dash-2 keeps up and shuts up, even with that

7  power pole, if you're heavy, the power pole, even in

8  the bucket without 20 percent left in, you can still

9  skid way past your intended pole.  You can still be

10  fast at your 1.5 where you're supposed to be.  So I

11  can't -- I -- I can't say, sir.  I can't speculate that

12  they missed their power pole.

13       At a point, maybe (inaudible) before

14  somebody who, like, definitely jumps on you if you

15  missed that stuff.  I would say they didn't miss it,

16  but they were probably confused as to why we were, you

17  know, on a heading change outbound before going

18  inbound.  I'm sure they probably understood, based off

19  of, you know, our magenta lines.  Like, okay, they

20  punted this one, they're getting back on course.

21       But if I was going to speculate anything, I

22  would say I'd speculate he was somebody that would call

23  a power pole early.  Because of us getting back on

24  course and understanding we're heavy, he's like, hey,

25  like, I -- I can almost hear his voice in my head
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1  imagining him saying like, let's go ahead and get our

2  separation down.  I -- I don't think he missed his

3  pole.  That's just my opinion.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  I think they were -- I think they were

6  heavy.

7              EXAMINATION

8  BY 

9     Q.  Now you wrote on here Dump Truck 11 and 12.

10  Were these the actual -- were you -- were you going to

11  the northeast part?

12     A.  Correct.  Yep, that's what that was, sir.

13     Q.  (Crosstalk).

14     A.  Crow 1 was Dump Truck 1-1.  Crow 2 was Dump

15  Truck 1-2.  I think I said that from the (crosstalk) --

16     Q.  Yeah.  I'm sure you did testify to that.

17  Yeah.

18       Just for my own understanding, since I

19  wasn't in there.  So they were supposed to land on your

20  right side?

21     A.  Yeah.  Yeah, inbound to Cape Gambier.  I

22  mean, you guys will have it recorded.  And if it -- if

23  it's not, inbound either to Cape Gambier, or from Cape

24  Gambier to Subaru, but I'm pretty sure it was inbound

25  to Cape Gambier because I remember water being around
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1  me.

2        Me reiterating on AFL Common, which is our

3  intra-flight, saying, hey, just to reiterate, Dump

4  Truck 1-1 go to Crow 1, Dump Truck 1-2 go to Crow 2,

5  because I wanted to land in the spot that was going to

6  be more aft based off of the landing heading, and

7  that's just for wind mitigation.  So I did reverse

8  (inaudible).

9     Q.  Did they roger and over?

10     A.  Yep.

11     Q.  Okay.

12     A.  Roger.

13     Q.  Cool.

14     A.  Well, I think he said roger.  He

15  acknowledged something said.

16     Q.  Yeah.  Yes.  Yep.

17     A.  Okay.  So -- so yeah.  And -- and I -- I

18  said it again, I'll -- I said it before, I'll say it

19  again, like, that's what crossed my mind when we

20  started our turn final and I saw them was -- we've been

21  talking about it.  They're heavy, coming right, they're

22  supposed to be on our right side.  So probably

23  overshot, you know, over-correct.

24       I mean, that's like normal conversion

25  pattern coming in from base.  You're usually on the

Enclosure (19)

(b) (6)



1  outside, and then you kind of cross over to the inside,

2  depending on your landing, or depending on your landing

3  configuration, where you're going to land, if you're

4  going to land like that.  So that's -- crossed my head

5  as to the crossover.

6  BY 

7     Q.  Let's actually press pause on that.  Kind

8  of, like, I just want to ask you a little bit, because

9  I think collectively we've wondered over the course of

10  many different interviews at this time -- at this

11  point, what the intended position of the Dash-2

12  aircraft was supposed to be.  And so the -- it sounds

13  like you're saying that the intended position on final

14  to land was Dash-2 Echelon, right?

15     A.  Correct.

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  Versus (crosstalk).

18     Q.  Yeah.  So the intended landing --

19     A.  Dash-2.

20     Q.  -- was supposed to be the lead aircraft in -

21  - in --

22     A.  The northern --

23     Q.  The northern position, Dash-2 in in

24  position?

25     A.  Yes, sir.
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1     Q.  In this case -- and again, I'm walking --

2  and this is from two -- in-between two guys that have

3  formed this exact profile dozens and dozens of times.

4  If they were doing a right 90, and they started the

5  turn on the left side, then, I mean, I -- I would -- I

6  would presume that anybody would complete the 90 turn

7  before executing the crossover to the right side.

8       Because I -- I would not -- I would not

9  personally choose to do a 90 tactical approach while I

10  was trying to execute the crossover in the turn.  I

11  would wait until we rolled level and then I would make

12  conversion, cross over the right side as we're coming

13  in for landing, because it's a -- it's a pretty -- it's

14  -- it's a pretty sporty turn, right?  It's a pretty

15  sporty turn.

16       So in this case, it sounds like they were

17  coming forward of your aircraft, somewhat over-shooting

18  you, and they made the turn.  And so if they're making

19  that turn, there may have been -- and this is

20  speculation, I'm just thinking through the

21  possibilities here out loud.  But it sounds like there

22  may have been possibly some confusion about, when are

23  we going to cross over, right?  When are we going to

24  get on the right side?

25       We're -- we're starting starting the 90
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1  degree turn approach on the left side, so when do we go

2  -- when do we go to the right side, right?  So you --

3  you were describing that when they made that turn, they

4  were turning and it -- did it appear as though there

5  was going to be, like, an incursion, like they were

6  going to -- they were going to run into you?

7     A.  No, I think it -- I didn't think so.  Caught

8  -- it caught the co-pilot off guard because, again,

9  you're not really expecting to see Dash-2 eagle view

10  when you're starting your right-hand turn, but I didn't

11  think so.  That -- the thought that went through my

12  head was, oh, they overshot.

13       They're going to crossover.  They're going

14  to get back to position.  Like, that was -- that is the

15  most I thought about it.  And I just stayed in my

16  aircraft (crosstalk).  Yeah.  And -- and I understand

17  what you were saying about, I would do my turn first

18  and then my crossover into position.  Don't -- don't

19  know -- forgive me if I don't know if that is, like,

20  procedurally what is correct.

21       My assumption, if I put myself in a Dash-2

22  position, which I've been in several times, and I'm

23  doing the whole falling lead thing, and he's doing

24  something that is kind of like we talked about, but

25  it's maybe not playing out the way we planned.  I --
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1  I'm just going to try to continue to slow down and get

2  separation on the same side that I'm on.

3     Q.  Yeah.  Yeah.

4     A.  So that is afterthoughts when this happened

5  was, you know, trying to reason with myself, why did

6  this happen?  Why did I -- what did I do wrong?  What

7  could I have done differently?  They -- they were doing

8  what I would've done.  I would've -- something is

9  happening, I don't know what lead is doing, lead didn't

10  call their powerful, lead didn't call their -- their --

11  their beep, which don't have to, it's not required,

12  it's not a requirement.

13       And if I cannot slow down with them to get

14  on the inside, or if I can't slow down with them enough

15  to bring my nacelles up while they're continuing to

16  slow down because they're bringing their nacelles up,

17  then I'm going to do is get altitude separation and get

18  lateral separation.  If I can't get altitude

19  separation, I'm going to get lateral separation.

20       And I'm not going to try to do a crossover

21  now because I know that in about 20 seconds, 15

22  seconds, they're going to be there, and now I'm going

23  to be inside the turn, and now I kind of -- like, I

24  don't really have any room to maneuver inside the turn

25  because now I'm inside the tighter radius.  And like,

Enclosure (19)

(b) (6)



1  that's just overall, dare I say less safe.

2       Just I -- I've -- I -- that's -- that is

3  almost, like, instinctually what went through my head,

4  like, that thought process, like, snap, like, flash of,

5  like, a -- saw it over here and I was like, okay, they

6  overshot.  They turned out.  They're coming up, and

7  they're going to cross over, get back into the

8  position.

9     Q.  Yeah.

10     A.  That's all I thought of it.

11     Q.  So we -- we've thought through that, too,

12  and I think what we've wondered is, you know, why --

13  why did they turn inside to the right?  Like why not --

14  why not get lateral separation to the left?  Like, you

15  know, what -- what would've -- what would've been the

16  cause for them to turn to the right?  And I don't

17  expect for you to know that.  This is almost a

18  rhetorical question just to spur thought.

19     A.  Well, you mean, like -- turning into the

20  right, like for their position would be my -- my guess.

21       (Crosstalk) stay on this side?

22     Q.  Oh, why not just accept landing to the left?

23  Or just -- or just get waved off or --

24     A.  (Crosstalk) separation?

25     Q.  Wave off, right.
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1     A.  I've thought about why not wave off, and a

2  lot of people brought that up when we're just talking,

3  trying to process it.

4     Q.  Because they -- they -- they -- they turned

5  right, and they kept right.  You know?  So they -- they

6  kept turning right, kept turning right, to come inside

7  of you.  So that -- that's kind of -- that's -- again,

8  not expecting you the know the answer.  We're just --

9     A.  Yeah.

10     Q.  -- just trying to spur thought here, and,

11  you know, try to continue teasing -- teasing it out.

12  Like, why not -- as you described earlier, why not take

13  the lateral separation?  You know, get -- get

14  separation for safety, get altitude deconfliction by

15  elevating to -- to get above it, and then -- and then

16  once you, you know -- you know, you have safe

17  separation, make your move to the crossover?  And it

18  doesn't appear as though that's what -- that's what

19  occurred.

20     A.  Yeah, I -- I -- I can understand, sir.  I

21  see what you're saying.  Putting myself in that

22  position, I would say it's just having, like, and I can

23  do it mentality and not even, like, in a, I'm going to

24  push an unsafe situation.  But like -- you guys are

25  asking the questions, but like, how many times have you
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1  had a botched 90 that still was recoverable, and you

2  still did it and got back on course?

3       I don't know.  You don't have to answer that

4  question, but like in my head, like, there's been

5  plenty of times that even just like a sim, practicing,

6  like, oh man, like really kind of jacked this one up,

7  but like, I'm going to get back.  Okay.  We got back on

8  course.  I'm fine, I'll -- maybe a little fast.

9       Profile is not -- not to say per the book,

10  but profile is not like, exactly how you want it to be,

11  you know, maybe.  And this is beyond the scope of just

12  like, oh, the winds are heavy or your aircraft is heavy

13  so you have to do your nacelles a little bit aft more

14  this time, or maybe you have to start your turn a

15  little sooner, or maybe you convert a little quicker.

16       Like outside of that, just assuming a normal

17  standard temperature pressure, training, weights, day,

18  and you just like punt the right 90, like, it's -- it's

19  still salvageable to some extent.  And a -- a 90 -- I

20  was told this when I was at the FRS by Tich (phonetic),

21  like, it's not really a sexy maneuver.

22       Like it -- it is dynamic.  It -- it is --

23  you know, it -- you can do a grip and rip depending on

24  how you fly it.  But like, you can also fly it, like,

25  pretty benign, and like a very often number of times
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1  when I was first learning 90s that I would end up

2  inside of the course line, right of course line if I

3  was doing like a right 90, right?  Because just, like,

4  yeah, I got to, like, bank and rip.

5     Q.  Yeah.

6     A.  Like, oh, now I'm, like, a 0.4 off of, like,

7  what my course line's supposed to be.

8     Q.  Sure.  Sure.

9     A.  So -- but it kind of almost -- this is just

10  me speaking about me.  It almost just, like, kind of

11  tells you, like, okay, there is potential that you can

12  do that.  You know, you can do that to the aircraft,

13  put it where you need it.  So yeah, if I -- if I'm

14  ending up wide, well, I know I can put a little bit

15  more bank, a little more -- bit more rip in, and a

16  little bit more grip, a little bit more rip in.

17       And I can get back on course line.  Not to

18  the degree -- to extent that I'm going to violate any,

19  you know, may tops limits (phonetic), exceed my 60

20  degrees angle bank or like, put myself in, like, an --

21  an -- an unsafe situation.  But I also don't ever go

22  flying thinking to myself, I'm going to put myself in

23  an unsafe situation today.

24  BY 

25     Q.  Yeah.  When you were -- when you -- when you
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1  were still on the line.  She had done calls -- she had

2  done the ramps up call.  He had talked to me about like

3  almost, you know, administrative, but still in the

4  scenario stuff.  And he was like, hey, we've got a good

5  aircraft, you know, do you want me to reposition?

6       And it was kind of, you know, him being

7  aircraft commander of his aircraft and talking to, you

8  know, me being a sloughy, like, here's what I'm going

9  to do with my aircraft now.

10       So that happens, I would say, from time to

11  time, that whenever you're in a -- in a -- in a flight

12  of more than two or more aircraft that sometimes

13  aircraft commander will make, like, an administrative

14  call, or make a call that they want to ask.  Like, hey,

15  I want to ask this.  I sometimes pass it on to the

16  copilot.  Hey, ask them this because I want, you know -

17  -

18     Q.  Right.

19     A.  But -- but --

20     Q.  I'm just trying to determine, you know, who

21  (crosstalk).

22     A.  I -- I would -- yeah, I -- I can only -- I

23  can only speculate.

24     Q.  (Crosstalk).

25     A.  I -- I would assume based off of experience
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1  levels and just working relationships that, like, for

2  sure, like, Lebeau was up in controls, just because

3  like she's -- she's young.  He's going to give her a

4  chance to go fly it.  If it was unsafe, I just -- I

5  would assume he'd immediately take the controls on it.

6  But he -- he made a lot of the calls and I don't know

7  if that has to do with all the factors that you

8  generally probably see, (inaudible) of the pilot

9  flying, anything like that.

10     Q.  Yeah.

11     A.  A lot of heavy comms, based off comm

12  assignments.  If it wasn't even heavy at all, like you

13  said, just flying, I'll handle all the talkies.  I'm

14  not sure.

15     Q.  Okay.

16     A.  But she made -- she made calls on the line.

17  He made, like, two calls on the line.  She made like

18  two or three calls on the line, both when I called for,

19  like, hey, I'm going to roll next to the RIO.  I asked

20  for the update of the aircraft.  He asked for like, how

21  much time we were going to require before we were up

22  aircraft.  This was when I was also passing on like

23  troubleshooting stuff.

24       She gave the ramp.  He gave the -- he asked

25  about, should we reposition?  She gave the ramps up
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1  call.  He rogered up a couple times when I was telling

2  him where our aircraft was.  When we finally got the

3  FCF PFF figured out.

4       He let me know that he had, like, checked

5  off a base and talked -- I want to say he let me know

6  he checked off a base and talked to dealer, and then he

7  let me know that the H-1s were trying to get ahold of

8  me and talked to the H-1s.

9       And they were like, cool, we got the update

10  from you.

11       And then he was like -- what I do kind of

12  remember better is he was like -- yeah, he was like,

13  checked off with everyone, like ready to switch to

14  approach when you are, or -- or -- I think he was like,

15  I'm up approach now.  So he like, did the calls he

16  needed to do, and now he was like, up approach

17  (inaudible) flight, which is what I was up on.

18       And like -- I was like, good, copy about the

19  check off.

20       And then they like checked us off approach.

21       So I was like, sweet, now let's go.

22       Or no, he was -- he was already tat.  That's

23  what he says.  He was already tattoo over eight.

24       He was like, I'm already up tat, when you're

25  ready.
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1       I was like, copy.  Then I got switched off

2  approach.  I was like, perfect timing.  Now I'm up tat.

3  And I tried to do a positive switch to tat.

4       He was just like, you don't need to do that.

5       And then I was like, we're already up tat.

6       And then -- and then, yeah.

7     Q.  He told you you didn't need to do that?  Did

8  you bring (crosstalk)?

9     A.  No, he said -- he said -- I didn't.  Just

10  said we were both going to be up tat.  But I tried to

11  just do it for like the warm and fuzzy.  But he had

12  told me he was already up tat.  And then when I got

13  switched off of approach, I checked in on tat.

14       I was like, look, that dump truck only fly

15  checked on tat, too.

16       And then when the fell, he was like, we're

17  already in.

18       I was like, copy.

19       And then -- and then yeah, I checked in on

20  tat, got ahold of the H-1s, and then on AFL.  Yeah.

21  That would've been about the time I was like, hey, just

22  to reiterate, we're going to Crow 1, you go to Crow 2.

23       And then copy, or what -- whatever

24  acknowledgement he gave.

25       Sorry if I'm not speaking up.
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1        No, that -- you're good.

2        Yeah.  That was -- that

3  was the last call.

4        I don't have any more

5  questions.

6              EXAMINATION

7  BY 

8     Q.  I do have just one or two follow-ups.

9     A.  Yes, sir.

10     Q.  How many times had you flown with H-1s

11  previously?

12     A.  Major Lewis?

13     Q.  H-1s.

14     A.  Oh, H-1s?  Once before?  Flew with Tigers.

15  I've flown with Tigers before.

16     Q.  So not H-1s?  You flew with Australian

17  Tigers?

18     A.  Yeah.  Flew with Australian Tigers.

19     Q.  Yeah.  Just for the recording?

20     A.  No, I've -- I've -- I've -- I've flown with

21  H-1s before for RIMPAC (phonetic).

22     Q.  Okay.

23     A.  I -- I -- I've done -- I've flown with H-1s

24  before, for sure.  I'm trying to remember if I flew

25  with them before RIMPAC.  Oh, I flew with them at least
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1  once, Murphy (phonetic) 21.  Define with them?

2     Q.  Like out here, since they got out here.

3     A.  Oh, since they got out here?

4     Q.  So I -- I have two -- two questions here.

5  One is generally --

6     A.  Generally?

7     Q.  -- as a pilot, have you flown with H-1s?

8     A.  Yes.

9     Q.  Did you do the planning with that?

10     A.  Yes.

11     Q.  Or were you co-pilot?  What was your role in

12  that?

13     A.  Both.

14     Q.  Okay.  And then approximately how many

15  times?

16     A.  Thinking back to -- I don't think anything

17  in K Bay (phonetic) when they were still there.  So

18  thinking back to Murphy 21, twice, because there was a

19  large exercise that we did down in Bradshaw, and we

20  flew with them again in Bundy once, and then we flew

21  with them for RIMPAC.

22       Which the big -- the big air assault

23  (phonetic) is what comes to mind.  It's like the big

24  visual I have.  But it might've been more than once

25  over the course of RIMPAC.  And then Tigers out here.
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1  So once with the Tigers over deployment, this

2  deployment, and then this was my first time this

3  deployment flying with them.

4     Q.  Okay.  And first time flying with this tat

5  (phonetic) then, obviously?

6     A.  Yes.

7     Q.  Okay.  Anything else?

8     A.  (No audible response).

9     Q.  Okay.  The same warning I gave at the end of

10  the first interview, right?  You're advised this is an

11  ongoing investigation.  Please don't discuss your

12  testimony with any other potential witnesses.

13  Obviously, there's other investigations.  You can speak

14  with any other duly appointed investigative body.  Any

15  questions?

16     A.  No, sir.

17     Q.  Okay.

18       (End of Audio Recording.)

19
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1       (Beginning of Audio Recording.)

2        So just a reminder of kind of

3  the stuff we already went through earlier about this

4  being a command investigation.  This interview is being

5  conducted on 4 September at RAAF Darwin with 

6  .  And kind of the last -- right before we begin

7  the Proxy Act advisement, you filled out the

8  questionnaire.  Do you have any questions about any of

9  that?

10        No questions.

11        Okay.  And then the last

12  thing that I'll -- I'll highlight that I didn't address

13  earlier is that for the purposes of these

14  investigations, it's important to provide information

15  that is complete and truthful.  It can be a violation

16  of the UCMJ if you knowingly you provide a false

17  statement under oath.  And if you have any questions,

18  you know, just feel free to ask, okay?

19       At this time, I'm going to ask you to raise

20  your right hand, and I'll administer the oath.

21            

22       having first been duly sworn, testified as

23  follows:

24        Thank you.  And then, sir,

25  over to you.
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1              EXAMINATION

2  BY 

3     Q.  All right.  So we will -- if you could -- and

4  you can start where you want to, whether it's here in

5  the PZ, anything along the way.  You kind of start --

6  you start talking, and then if you haven't kind of

7  addressed anything, I'll ask questions along the way.

8  Make sense?

9     A.  Yes, sir.

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  So from what I understand, from before we

12  even started flying, we started the planning.  The

13  planning started that week, probably early on.  I

14  wasn't really part of the planning process.  It was

15  mainly --  was spearheading it.  Captain

16  LeBeau was the XO for -- for the planning.  They had a

17  group chat with the GCE Marines, and they were doing

18  most of the coordination.

19       The plan kept changing around.  The GCE would

20  frequently have -- go back and forth on what exactly

21  they wanted to do.  One of the COAs was to have -- to

22  be a section but not maintain section integrity and

23  have one aircraft go to one section -- to one LZ and

24  the other to the other.

25       And it -- and then that went back and forth
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1  so much on whether we were going to maintain section

2  integrity or not that at one point, one, I gave up

3  trying to figure out what we were doing and, two, the

4  last word that I got is that we would be breaking up

5  section integrity, and -- but then we didn't.  I think

6  that -- that goes to -- there's some lessons to be

7  learned there for both the GCE and the ACE --

8     Q.  Uh-huh.

9     A.  -- regarding timeliness with the plan.

10       Saturday, the -- the day before, on the 26th,

11  we came in at approximately 1200.  We came in.  We had

12  the entire crew of the flight come, minus the crew

13  chiefs.  But we had two additional pilots that came

14  just to help.  We planned extensively in detail for

15  probably -- for another four hours on the off day -- on

16  our off day.  Rather, it was more than that.  We

17  planned for five hours, and then at 1700 on the day

18  before, on the 26th, we had the combined section brief,

19  which was H-1s and V-22s conducting a brief together.

20       I thought the brief was thorough, but it

21  seemed like there was a disconnect between the H-1

22  section lead and the V-22 section lead under

23  instruction, which is  on how detailed

24  they were going to be, and -- and so 

25  ended up being the one who did most of the briefing by
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1  default because he thought we -- they were going to go

2  into more detail, rather, and  thought

3  there was going to be more wavetops.

4       I thought that the brief was sufficient.  It

5  covered all the things that we needed: altitude, air

6  speeds, deconfliction plan, potential weather, slap

7  data, anything of that -- That was covered for both

8  platforms to be aware of.  Everyone was in -- everyone

9  was there participating.  There was no -- no one was

10  not there.  That ended at about -- 1822 was the last

11  time that I remember looking at my watch and going

12  home, going back to my room.  So it was about that

13  time.

14       We asked  if he still had -- if he

15  still needed any help, myself and Captain LeBeau.

16       We asked if he needed help with anything

17  else.

18       He said, no.  He seemed stressed out, maybe a

19  little flustered, nervous about his first section lead

20  event.

21       I went home that night, and it was pretty

22  uneventful.  Captain LeBeau and I, we talked about,

23  like, what time we'd be leaving.  She told me we'd

24  probably be leaving at 5:30.  I said, okay, went to

25  sleep.  Probably went to sleep at, I don't know, 2145
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1  that day.  I set my alarm for 05 the next day.

2       On August 27th, on 05, my alarm went off.  I

3  got up, got changed, got on the phone with my wife.  At

4  5:30, I got in the car with Captain LeBeau.  She was

5  already in the car.  She had the car running.  I jumped

6  in the passenger seat.  I hang up the phone.  We

7  exchanged a few words on our way to RAAF Darwin to pick

8  up the rest of the crew.  It was probably 5:40.  I

9  think I've checked my phone now, and -- and that's -- I

10  -- at 5:40, I texted  saying we were there to

11  pick him up.

12       We picked him up, then we went to TC6 to pick

13  up the crew chiefs.   (phonetic) and  were

14  the first ones to come out.  They were already there

15  kind of ready and waiting for us.   (phonetic) and

16  Collart were not there yet.  They took a little bit

17  longer.  We ended up kind of having to call them.  But

18  really, in the end, it ended up they were probably two

19  minutes late.   showed up, and then Collart came

20  last.  He looked tired, like maybe he had just rolled

21  out of bed, but nothing out of the ordinary for a 6:00

22  a.m.  brief.

23       We get to the FRA right on time.  We start

24  our brief.  The ODO brief kicked off.  I believe it

25  kicked off slightly not on time, and I don't remember
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1  there being an official time hack.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  They covered local weather for the Darwin

4  area, but not necessarily specific to Melville Island.

5       After the ODO brief,  decided to do

6  his section brief in the safety shop, because there was

7  going to be an H-1 ODO brief right after ours.  So we

8  walked over.  The entire crew walked over to the safety

9  shop.  In the safety shop, he kicked off his brief.  I

10  thought it was thorough and covered all aspects of what

11  we needed for -- for our flight, our conduct of flight.

12  Nothing noteworthy that I noticed, except one of the

13  questions was that Major Lewis asked about a non-

14  standard 90 that we'd be doing.

15       So for both LZs, we were planning on doing

16  90-degree tacticals, right-hand, and they were both

17  non-standard.  They were both not an exact 90-degree

18  turn, but one was more than 90 and the other one was

19  less than 90.  And the one that was less than 90, the

20  one that was less than 90 would mean that we would pull

21  less Gs on the turn and therefore it'd be harder to

22  slow down.  And if -- if it's -- if you're harder to

23  slow down, it's going to be harder to open the corridor

24  and convert to helicopter mode.

25       So I asked the question if we should adjust
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1  the airspeed to account for that.   answered

2  that he would leave that up to each cockpit.  It would

3  be at the discretion of the pilots in -- in their

4  cockpits, and I thought that that was a good answer

5  because what we've been -- what we've learned is that

6  Dash-2 needs to follow along in whether -- whatever

7  airspeed that may be.  Obviously, you have some

8  responsibilities as far as navigation when that comes,

9  but for the most part, it's Dash-2's responsibility to

10  either keep up or slow down accordingly with lead.

11       A mistake that I made was during that time, I

12  got confused on which -- which one was -- was less or

13  more of a 90-degree.  And I thought that the first LZ

14  we were going to was the one we would have to slow down

15  first, which -- that comes into play.  And so I kind of

16  made a note or I -- maybe I -- I think it was a mental

17  note, where I said, okay, I think this first 90, I'm

18  going to -- I'm going to go a little bit slower and --

19  to be more conservative.

20       That was the only thing I noted.  I walked

21  out.  We conducted -- we broke into cockpit briefs.  We

22  conducted our NATOPS briefs.  NATOPS briefs from

23   was standard, nothing noteworthy,

24  nothing out of the ordinary.  I thought it was a

25  thorough brief.  He even covered things that he had
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1  already covered in the section brief.

2       I was the first one to walk out of the

3  trailer.  Dump Truck 1-2's crew, they were outside of

4  the safety shop and they -- that's where they conducted

5  their NATOPS brief.  When I walked out, it looked like

6  they were just breaking apart because they had just

7  finished their NATOPS brief.  Major Lewis and Captain

8  LeBeau were talking.  I asked them if they wanted to go

9  get something to eat, and they said, yes.  I looked for

10  my crew chiefs to see if they wanted to go get

11  something to eat, and I think I went to go fill up my

12  water.

13       When I came back out, Captain LeBeau said,

14  we're just going to ride with the XO instead of driving

15  the air crew van.  We're just going to all hop in with

16  the XO because there was only four of us going.  So we

17  hopped in the car.  It was myself, Major Lewis in the

18  front.  In the back, it was Corporal Collart and

19  Captain LeBeau.  We went to the AAFCANS and we're just

20  chitchatting along the way.  When we got to the

21  AAFCANS, somebody said, oh, I don't think it's open

22  today.  It's a Sunday.  I hopped out the car, checked

23  the door.  Sure enough, it was closed.  I get back in.

24  Major Lewis asked if anybody wanted to go to the Chow

25  Hall and we all declined going to the Chow Hall.  We
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1  left and just exchanged some small talk along the way.

2       We got back and myself and Captain LeBeau

3  had, like, a canned coffee that we sell at our gedunk.

4  We each had one of those, she contemplating having

5  another one.  I got some snacks and threw it in my bag.

6  I think she -- she might've done the same.  But the

7  only thing that I remember seeing her eat was -- was

8  the -- the BOSS coffee.  I did not see what Corporal

9  Collart or Major Lewis -- I didn't see the -- if they

10  ate anything.

11       I decided to walk a little bit early, so I

12  think our man time -- I'm going from memory, but I

13  believe it was -- 8:15 was our man time.  It -- it was

14  probably about 7:45.  I told LeBeau we were walking

15  out.  I stopped by the ODO office.  I had our PeBL

16  already, but I grabbed the nav bag.  I did not check

17  the -- I remember not checking.  I don't -- I don't

18  believe I checked it.  Sometimes we -- we check to see

19  how good the pubs are, but around here it's been hard

20  to get non-expired pubs, so they were most likely all

21  expired.

22       I walked to -- as I was walking out, LeBeau

23  already had her nav bag, so we ended up walking

24  together.  I think I stopped to talk to somebody along

25  the way.  I don't know how she ended up beating me to
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1  Flight E.  When I got to Flight E, she already had her

2  vest on.  She had done her pre-flight inspection on her

3  -- on her vest, and then we -- we talked.  She asked me

4  -- as I was doing my -- my pre-flight inspections on my

5  flight gear, she was asking me how she did as the XO

6  and if there was anything she could have done better to

7  improve for next time.

8       We walked to the plane, and she walked

9  straight to Aircraft 15.  On my way -- I was a little

10  behind her, and on my way there, I saw that Aircraft 13

11  was being worked on and that was our backup aircraft.

12  They -- it looked like they were doing something with

13  hoses and the fuel, so I stopped, and I asked 

14   what he was doing.  And he was scared.  He

15  looked scared, but he just said he was defueling.  And

16  I said that he was doing the right thing, he should

17  keep going.  I asked what fuel state he was going to

18  bring the aircraft to.

19       He said he didn't know, but 

20  knew.

21       So I walked around to the front of the

22  aircraft, to the side crew door on Aircraft 13,

23  verified with  what aircraft state.

24       He said that maintenance control had told him

25  9,500.
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1       I thought that was a little high, but that's

2  what they defueled the back-up to.

3       I walked to my aircraft, Aircraft 03.  I put

4  my gear down and I began my walk-around.  I saw that

5  LeBeau was doing the same thing.  She was doing that

6  walk-around on Aircraft 15.  I did a walk-around on

7  Aircraft 03, and I asked my crew chief if I could hop

8  in the -- the seat and start the checklist, because I

9  wanted to get the APU on as quickly as possible so we

10  could start burning down fuel.

11       I -- she said -- she said that that was fine.

12       I started the checklist.  I was moving slow,

13  but I was being -- I was trying to be thorough with it

14  and not quickly with it.  I knew we had time to kill,

15  but I also wanted to get the APU on.  Eventually, I get

16  the APU on.  I don't remember the fuel state we were

17  at, but if I had to guess, I would say about 9,500.

18  That sounds about right.

19       I -- soon after that, I was still working on

20  the pre-flight checklist and  walked in.

21  He told me to take controls of the aircraft.  He was

22  going to run the checklist.  So he started running the

23  checklist.  He was being thorough with it.  And I don't

24  remember noting anything abnormal with him going

25  through the checklist.

Enclosure (20)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1       We -- one of our pre-flight built-in tests is

2  a -- for the FCS, for the -- the height system for the

3  flight controls -- the -- sorry, our flight control

4  system.  And we weren't passing, so we kind of had to

5  navigate that.  By that time, Major Lewis was already

6  in the aircraft, and they were already able to get

7  Aircraft 15 spinning up, so I guess -- again, if I had

8  to guess, I would say that this was about 8 in the

9  morning --

10     Q.  Uh-huh.

11     A.  --when they had their engines on.

12       We were trying -- we were troubleshooting and

13  coming up with different ideas and different quotas on

14  what we could do.  And then at some point, Major Lewis

15  asked  what he wanted to do.  And he said he

16  wanted to -- he wanted them to go ahead and push and

17  continue on timeline and not be delayed by the lead

18  aircraft.  So we decided to swap serials and they began

19  loading packs onto their aircraft.

20       We eventually got our PF pit to pass, and we

21  started spinning up.   told them to go ahead, to

22  continue.  And Major Lewis said, we're going to --

23  we're going to back up and -- we're going to back up

24  and wait for you at the fuel -- at the fuel pits, since

25  we could pull straight ahead, which meant that even if
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1  they took off five minutes early, we really would be

2  slightly behind them.  So there's no point in breaking

3  up section integrity.  So we maintained section

4  integrity at that point.

5       I saw -- that was the first time that I had

6  noticed that Corporal Collart was the tunnel crew

7  chief, because before, I didn't know which way they

8  were going to be positioned.  So I did see Corporal

9  Collart as they were backing up as the tunnel crew

10  chief.  They -- they pulled behind us.  They cleared.

11  At this point, we're already taking on our packs.  Our

12  packs were pretty quick to load.  Our crew chief said

13  we were good to go.  And just prior to them backing up,

14  actually, I remember their -- they gave us -- they

15  confirmed which serials they had on their aircraft.  I

16  checked off each serial, and then they gave us their

17  ramps-up call, which they said 9.1 for fuel state.

18       We taxied off, called for clearance.  We got

19  clearance.  We had to hold short a little bit, and then

20  we were given clearance to line up and wait.  And then

21  right after line up and wait, we were given clearance

22  to take off.  We were moving quickly.  We -- I believe

23  we -- we had left the APU on this whole time, and then

24   said, let's not forget when we're at

25  the hold short to turn the APU off, which we did forget
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1  to turn the APU off, so the APU stayed on.  I think

2  that was the first time I remembered saying that.

3       Winds -- I checked ADIS.  I'm pretty sure I

4  got information echo.  Winds were calling 130 at 10.

5  The altimeter setting was 1015.  I put -- I spun in --

6  I spun in at the heading bug to the -- to the -- what

7  the wind was calling for, 130.  And I told 

8   it was Runway 11.

9       He asked what the winds were.

10       And I said it's 130, it's in the heading bug.

11  And I said, I'm pretty sure that means we take the left

12  side of the runway.

13       He goes, yeah, take the left side.

14       So as we're crossing the threshold -- or

15  excuse me, the hold short, we make a right turn to

16  Runway 11.  We take the left side of the runway.  Our

17  crew chiefs tell us that Dash-2 is in the correct

18  position.  They were right behind us, so we put the

19  nacelles to 60.  I held the brakes.  I was at the

20  controls.  And he went through with the pre-takeoff

21  checklist.  We completed that.  We took off.

22       Prior to that, actually -- this is also

23  noteworthy.  Prior to us taxiing, we were still at the

24  line and  was running through the -- the

25  checklist.  And that's when I ran a perf calc.  And I
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1  ran a really detailed, good perf calc.  I asked him for

2  the basic aircraft weight.  He had just checked -- got

3  it from the book.  We got that.  I added our crew

4  weight of 880.  I added our raft of 880 and 180.  Then

5  I added -- then I did 300 times 19, which came out to

6  5,700 for the packs, and then I added our fuel state of

7  9,000, which I knew by the time we took off and landed

8  we would be below 9,000.

9       I believe that gave me an 8 percent torque

10  margin on a hoagie, is what I remember seeing.  And I

11  remember thinking that we only needed a 5 and that air

12  -- even though Aircraft 15 was heavier, one; I knew

13  Major Lewis and Captain LeBeau were both smarter, more

14  experienced than me, so they would also do a load comp.

15  And I also remember looking when the passengers were

16  loading and looking at them and seeing that they looked

17  pretty thin as far as weight goes.  And I didn't think

18  that they weighed 300 pounds each, which -- which was

19  also important because then it gave me the warm and

20  fuzzy knowing that even though we were at a higher fuel

21  state and Aircraft 15 was our heaviest aircraft, if we

22  -- if I got an 8 percent torque margin, we only needed

23  5, I knew that they had -- they had above 5.  And by

24  the time we got there, as Dash-2 used more fuel, so you

25  -- they would've been above 5 percent torque margin.
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1  Nonetheless, though, we were heavy, and I noticed that

2  as soon as we tried to taxi, the aircraft did feel

3  heavy taxiing.

4       Anyways, back to when we took off.  So I --

5  we -- when we took off and I applied power, I noticed

6  that the STOL was quicker than what I was expecting.

7  And I remember thinking, okay.  We took off.  We kind

8  of jumped off the ground, which was great.  I'm like,

9  okay, cool.  She's -- she's doing good.  She's got two

10  healthy engines.  We got power.

11       I maintained pretty -- a slower air speed.  I

12  did -- I wasn't going too fast.  I knew Dash-2 had to

13  catch up.  And I also maintained a low altitude because

14  I knew that they had to get above me before we fully

15  transitioned to airplane mode.  So as we're climbing

16  up, I probably maintained 180, 190 on the climb out.  I

17  -- I was climbing out at about 1,500 feet per minute,

18  and we were cleared up to 2,000.  Soon after we took

19  off, we were cleared up to 2,500, and then cleared

20  direct to Camp Gambier -- Gambier.

21       And it was either Camp Gambier or -- I don't

22  recall exactly where we were cleared to, but we were

23  cleared direct, and then  spun in Camp

24  Gambier, so that is where we were navigating to.  We

25  climbed up to 2,500, and I sped up to 220 KCAS.  He
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1  said -- he said, let's speed up to 240, and then he

2  corrected himself and said, nope, we're already behind

3  timeline.  There's no need to rush.

4       So I stayed at 220 and I remember not having

5  -- at that point, I didn't have a waypoint needle yet,

6  so I didn't know exactly -- like, I did not have an

7  exact heading of where I needed to go, so I was kind of

8  -- I -- I went left and then I had to come back to the

9  right, and then finally he gave me -- he was giving me

10  a headings, but not the waypoint needle.

11     Q.  Uh-huh.

12     A.  And so eventually he turned on the waypoint

13  needle as he was working through radios and navigation

14  and all that.  I eventually had a waypoint needle and

15  just started navigating directly.  And I remember

16  thinking, I hope my air work isn't too bad, because

17  Major Lewis is going to be calling me out on that.

18       Once we passed Camp Gambier or our last

19  point, it was -- it was the point before Subaru -- IP

20  Subaru,  made his Aztec SOP call that we

21  were -- that we were inbound as fragged.  And we heard

22  , the H-1 pilot, respond accordingly.

23  Passing IP Subaru, we made a right turn, and 

24   made his IP inbound call and 

25  acknowledged.

Enclosure (20)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1       Before reaching IP, we had already had visual

2  on the -- on the two skids -- two skid aircraft.  I was

3  the last one in the crew to -- to get visual of them.

4       I said, where are they?

5       And both crew chiefs kind of said -- said,

6  3:00 high, or something along those lines.

7       That's when I looked 3:00 high and I saw

8  them.  So we did have visual of the skids.  So we made

9  that right turn and we're coming in.  

10  spun in the course line, and I followed the course

11  line, but I was supposed to be offset by one mile.  And

12  he corrected me and said, remember, it's a -- it's a

13  right 90, so you need to be offset.

14       So that's when I made a right turn, and I

15  began coming right.  And I think he said something

16  along the lines of, that's too much, start coming left.

17  And then he get -- and then I was finally on the right

18  heading.  And he said, see, that was too much of a

19  cutoff.  We should have -- now we're a little further,

20  but it's okay.  So even though we were a little bit

21  further of the course line, I -- I gave us -- I cheated

22  inside a little bit, and I was coming -- we were slowly

23  coming towards the course line.  The last distance that

24  I saw from the course line was 1.18.

25       We were tracking inbound on a pretty good
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1  heading because we had made those left and right turns.

2     Q.  Uh-huh.

3     A.  I, again, remember thinking, Major Lewis is

4  going to yell at me later.  Not yell, just --

5     Q.  Uh-huh.

6     A.  -- be funny about it, because I sucked.  And

7  I remember thinking that.  And so we were kind of off

8  parameters.  And I remember getting -- so at that

9  point, this is where I was confused on our right turn

10  and if it was going to be less than 90 or more than 90.

11  This turn, it was actually more than 90 degrees, so it

12  would've given us more Gs to pull and more air speed to

13  lose.  However, because I was confused, because I had

14  already messed up the lateral distance, I decided to

15  slow down a little bit early to give us time to think -

16  - give me time to think because I think, out of the

17  pilots there, I was probably the weakest link.

18       At 2.2 miles, I pulled power, which is

19  typically done at 2 miles.

20     Q.  Uh-huh.

21     A.  I pulled power to 20 percent.  

22   switched the course line to 090.  I saw the

23  course line swapping, and then I -- I saw the CDI

24  coming alive.  As soon as the CDI started moving, I

25  beeped, meaning I went to 80 -- 100 percent NR and the
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1  flaps start scheduling down.

2       Once the 22nd tread dot hit the course line,

3  I began my hard right turn.  So I pulled right, and I

4  was coming through and I remember thinking that this is

5  working out pretty well because I was a little bit

6  slower and that everything was -- was going pretty

7  well.  We're at 300 feet AGL at this point.  We're

8  coming around to the right.  And I remember seeing 57

9  accel.  That's when the gear came down.  That's when

10   said, gear's coming.  And I kept bringing the

11  nacelles back.  I kept bringing the nose up, and I --

12  and something just told me to look left.

13       And when I looked left, that's when I saw

14  Dump Truck 1-2 or Dash-2 aircraft.  It looked like they

15  were still in airplane mode, but it looked like they

16  might've been between the 0 to 5.  They were definitely

17  still in -- in airplane mode, but it looked like they

18  were already converting.  They were coming at us on a

19  convergent course.  Maybe if I had taken no action,

20  they would've missed us just slightly, but it was way

21  too close for comfort.  I could see their flaps coming

22  down, and so I could tell that they were converting.

23       I immediately pulled power and I said, I'm

24  pulling power and descending because Dash-2's a little

25  too close.  And I think that's when  looked
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1  over.  But I kind of kept looking over and I -- and I

2  saw just enough.  I looked for just enough time that I

3  saw their nose coming up.  As I was descending, I could

4  also see that it looked like they were trying to pull

5  their nose up.  And Major Lewis was too good of a pilot

6  not to know where his lead aircraft was, so he knew

7  where -- where I was in relation to him.  And that gave

8  me comfort knowing he wasn't going to hit us, but I --

9  I wasn't willing to kind of take that risk.  It did

10  look like they had began converting already at that

11  point on the turn.

12       I know that  and I were

13  looking at the same thing, so I kind of shifted my

14  attention forward.  I watched them go by when they left

15  my field of view, and I just remember thinking that it

16  was a little -- it -- I forgot about -- about the vert

17  stab, and it was very -- a little too close to the vert

18  stab because my vert stab is above -- above me and

19  their -- and their prop rudders are below them, so it -

20  - it was -- it was very close.

21       I continued my approach and I continued with

22  my straight-and-level, making sure I was -- I was on --

23  on parameters.  At this point, I decided to maintain

24  altitude, since I knew that we were going to be coming

25  down anyways, and I probably clicked back to 87 or 88
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1  nacelle.

2       And that's when  said, Dash-2 is

3  down.

4       Me and  looked at each other and said,

5  what?

6       He said, they just crashed.

7       And  and the H-1 said, Dump

8  Truck 1-2 is down.

9       And said, big fireball.

10       We made a right turn.

11       I said, I'm coming right.

12       And then we started coming right.

13        said, clear right.

14       We started coming around.  We'd probably

15  gotten to about 180 degree of our turn, maybe even

16  less.  And that's when we saw a big fireball, which --

17  which turned into big, black smoke bellowing.  And I

18  remember thinking, there's no way anyone survived.

19  This is the deadliest Osprey crash ever, and I no

20  longer want to be flying this aircraft right now.

21       And  took controls.  He continued the

22  right turn.  And at this point we see a Huey.  I -- I

23  know that they're above us, because I can see their

24  belly, but they're still a little too close for

25  comfort.  The Huey tells us to continue his right --
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1  our right turn.  They say, continue right turn.  And he

2  also continued a right turn, which meant we were going

3  away from each other.

4       Once we -- we made the right turn, I

5  immediately grabbed my MAGTAB and I sent a message out

6  to the ODO.  We came in to land.  We had an RVL, but

7   did a great job and landed the aircraft safely.

8  I got my -- the MAGTAB again.  Or actually, I

9  immediately looked at the (indiscernible), at our

10  manifest, and looked at all the names.  And I saw how

11  young all the Marines might've been based on their

12  EDIPI number and rank and such.  And I remember

13  thinking that --how devastating it would be that 23

14  families were about to get the worst news ever.

15       We got on the MAGTAB, sent some details over,

16  or we just -- we just talked to the ODO.  I told

17   to take the MAGTAB, because I didn't want to

18  say anything that he wouldn't like, and we just kind of

19  sat there.  I was afraid that the infantry guys would

20  want to run out.  I asked if they saw anything.

21   said, yes.  We made sure that our crew was

22  okay, and then we just had to sit there and do nothing

23  for an hour.  I have some information on post-crash,

24  too.  I don't know if that's relevant.

25     Q.  Okay.
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1  said they'd be taking off shortly.  I ended up writing

2  down their takeoff time.  It was probably some --

3  sometime around just after 1000.

4       They took off.  They were established at

5  10,000 feet.  The -- we had a total of three rescue

6  helicopters.  By the end, Watson reported 20 survivors.

7  Three air crew were unaccounted for.  And based on

8  their position, I knew it was going to be the tunnel

9  crew chief and the two pilots.

10       It was probably about 45 minutes to an hour

11  we were sitting there thinking of different COAs --

12  COAs of what we could do, and we ended up saying, let's

13  -- I think we received a message from the ODO saying

14  that we could -- we could head back.  We could RTV

15  whenever we could and drop the Marines off to go back

16  out and pick up the survivors.  So we asked for

17  permission.  There was a Cobra, like, relocating from

18  one side of the airfield to the other.  The on-scene

19  commander at that time might have been  or

20  .

21       They said to stand by.  They ended up

22  clearing us to take off.  We took off with our 19

23  packs.  I remember thinking we were still pretty heavy,

24  but we took off with no issues.  It was an uneventful

25  ride back.  We landed safely, probably about 10:30 in
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1  the morning.

2     Q.  So thank you for that.  Very good detail.  I

3  appreciate it, and your ability to recall is -- is

4  impressive.  And I say that in a good way, and then

5  obviously in an unfortunate way.  Let's go back to some

6  mission planning questions, and we'll kind of cycle

7  through some of the things you -- you kind of brought

8  out and we'll try to delve in a little bit more here.

9       So can you explain why, or do you know why

10  there was a desire to do a non-standard 90 to the LZ?

11     A.  I don't know the exact reason, but I know

12  that during the brief, they briefed that there was an

13  HA or a BP.  It was called, maybe, HA Cheetah.

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  And they left it on the objective area

16  diagram.  And I remember thinking, why -- why would you

17  --

18       And they said, oh, this is holdover from --

19  from a previous mission, or something along those

20  lines, or the Australians use it.  We're not going to

21  be using that.  That won't be a factor.  So I didn't

22  know necessarily why they selected the points, but it

23  seemed like there was a -- a reason why they had

24  selected the points.  And it seemed like the -- the

25  ingress heading was based off of Subaru, so I think
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1  that that's why they decided to do non-standard.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  And I think something that's important to

4  note is I --

5     Q.  Yes.

6     A.  I did say that they were non-standard -- one

7  was less than 90, one was more than 90.  This was

8  actually the less sporty of the turn --

9     Q.  Okay.

10     A.  -- which meant that if I slow down -- if I

11  was flying a slower approach than normal --

12     Q.  Uh-huh.

13     A.  -- we would've been in a very comfortable

14  position to make the turn and -- with plenty of Gs to

15  lose air speed --

16     Q.  Sure.

17     A.  -- and convert in time.

18     Q.  Yeah, I understand.  Okay.  So let's go back

19  to the briefing here a little bit, and then take me

20  through -- what was the battery fuel that was briefed?

21     A.  I believe 7,500.

22     Q.  Okay.  And I just want to confirm that.  And

23  so what -- what -- what I heard saying, at least on the

24  backup aircraft, was a 9.5 and you got in the plane,

25  you were at a 9.5 in your bird, as well; is that
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1  accurate?

2     A.  Correct.  When we called -- I think when we

3  when we did our ramps-up call, I remember -- oh, yeah.

4  I said that, 9.1.  Yep.

5     Q.  Yeah.  Okay.  And then you talked through the

6  --  did do -- or  did do a perf

7  calc?

8     A.  I did.

9     Q.  You did the perf calc.  Okay.  My bad.  Okay.

10  And what you saw on your detailed perf calc, you said

11  you were roughly 8 percent in a hoagie at the LZ?

12     A.  Negative.  At the current field state that we

13  were at.  Meaning at the L-Z we would have more than

14  that.

15     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you for that

16  clarification.  Aircraft -- Aircraft 15, heaviest

17  aircraft.  Is that pretty -- is that -- is everybody

18  across the command, all the pilots, as you're -- as

19  you're doing mission planning, does everyone know

20  Aircraft 15 is the heaviest aircraft?

21     A.  Yes.  That is very common --

22     Q.  Okay.

23     A.  -- common knowledge --

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  -- amongst pilots and maintainers alike.
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1     Q.  That would explain -- okay, so the whole --

2  whole command, anyone that's associated with the

3  airplane, knows it?

4     A.  Yeah.  So it's a -- a it's a DoN LAIRCM

5  aircraft --

6     Q.  Uh-huh.

7     A.  Which is a laser for aircraft survivability.

8     Q.  Yep.

9     A.  And it has two big lasers on the back side

10  near the ramp.  And when it's sitting on the line,

11  there's a big -- big, red cover that goes on top.  So

12  it's very easily noticed that it's a different-looking

13  aircraft, and therefore, everyone knows it has more

14  equipment --

15     Q.  Uh-huh.

16     A.  -- and more weight to go along with it.

17     Q.  Okay.  Is it the only DoN LAIRCM aircraft?

18     A.  It is.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  The other aircraft that is known around the

21  squadron is Aircraft 03 --

22     Q.  Uh-huh.

23     A.  And everyone knows that Aircraft 03, the

24  aircraft that I was at --

25     Q.  Uh-huh.
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1     A.  That was giving us issues with the pre-flight

2  test, it's common of Aircraft 03 to receive those

3  issues, so when the news spread that there was a

4  mishap, everyone immediately assumed that it was the

5  poo poo bird on the --

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  -- on the line, the one that always gives us

8  issue, which is 03.

9     Q.  Okay.  All right, so talk me through here a

10  little bit.  So I'm -- I'm tracking -- there's delays

11  in the flight log on the line, roughly five, 10

12  minutes.  Taking off out of here, pretty standard,

13  right?  And then you're departing out of there.  You

14  said 2,500 feet, is what I recall, reading 220 knots.

15  Hey, speed up.  No, slow back down.  So the flight was

16  good there.  You're not coupled up.  You're just hand-

17  flying everything, right?  What do you -- what air

18  speed were you flying in the descent down to get down

19  below whatever your coordination apps were?

20     A.  Oh, yeah.  So I believe it was Camp Gambier.

21  Camp Gambier is when we began our descent.  It was --

22  it was a pretty slow descent.  I pulled power, but I

23  remember wanting to maintain 220, so I was fighting the

24  power to maintain 120 and kind of trim down, probably.

25  I think -- actually, now that you mention it, I
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1  remember seeing 2,000 feet per minute --

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  -- on the descent, I remember coming through

4  1,500 feet.  I called out, 1,000 feet left, or 1,000

5  feet to go.

6     Q.  Uh-huh.

7     A.  And I leveled it off a little early, so

8  leveled off probably -- coming around to the left at

9  like 500.  At Subaru, he told me to continue down to

10  300 or -- yeah, when we saw the skids --

11     Q.  Uh-huh.

12     A.  -- we made visual with the skids.  We knew

13  that they were going to be at 900 and 1100,

14  accordingly.  I actually -- I remember focusing on my

15  VVI --

16     Q.  Uh-huh.

17     A.  -- at that point.  I couldn't tell you what

18  our rad alt was reading.

19     Q.  Okay.

20     A.  I don't recall that.

21     Q.  Okay.  But you do remember flying 220 knots?

22     A.  Yes.

23     Q.  Okay.

24     A.  And pulling power at 2.2.

25     Q.  Okay, cool.  Do you happen to remember
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1  looking at DNE air-to-air TACAN between you and Dash-2?

2     A.  I remember looking at one point or another.

3  And I couldn't tell you where I was.

4     Q.  Uh-huh.

5     A.  But I do think it was already overflying

6  Melville Island and I saw 0.3.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  So any last distance that I saw was 0.3.

9     Q.  Okay.  Just give me a second here.  And do

10  you -- so sugar calls.  You know what?  When I say that

11  -- use that term, do you -- do you guys -- is that --

12  do you use sugar calls?

13     A.  Negative.

14     Q.  Okay, so no sugar call is made when you pull

15  power or anything like that.  I just wondered.  And --

16  and that is not -- and as a standard thing within the

17  command, you don't -- you don't make a sugar call?

18     A.  Correct.

19     Q.  Okay, got it.  I just want to make sure I'm

20  understanding.  So I asked in the -- the questions from

21  you guys,  (phonetic) and -- and really what I'm

22  asking for there is, did you -- let's -- let's just go

23  away from the brief.  Let's talk about any bird

24  activity you saw in the area as you're flying into the

25  objective area, other than the two H-1s, you know,
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1  biological birds that are out there.  Did you happen to

2  recall seeing any of those?

3     A.  Yeah, absolutely.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  Yeah, I saw -- and I think at one point

6  throughout the flight, we even had one that came pretty

7  close.  It might -- it might've been, like, on our

8  takeoff, once we take -- took off the RTV.  There was

9  one that -- that came pretty close.

10     Q.  Uh-huh.

11     A.  And I remember thinking -- or based on the

12  situation, and -- well, now I'm just drawing

13  conclusions, but --

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  Yeah, I absolutely think that a bird could

16  have been a factor.  There's birds around here.

17     Q.  Yeah, I'm not asking that.  I'm asking, did

18  you see any birds over --

19     A.  Yeah.

20     Q.  -- Melville Island that you recall?

21     A.  Yes.

22     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  And I don't -- I don't ask you

23  this to make it painful, but if you can, just talk me

24  again through when you say "conversion," the -- the 1-2

25  is converging -- converging course with you, can you
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1  define that a little bit better for us?

2     A.  Yeah.  I said "colliding course."  I do think

3  that had I not taken an action, we more than likely

4  would've collided.  And I can't tell you that for

5  certain --

6     Q.  Uh-huh.

7     A.  Because one, I think my memory -- after

8  traumatic events, we all know there's studies that are

9  done based on -- on memory recall.

10     Q.  Sure.

11     A.  And a lot of times what we -- what we

12  remember and actually happened are very different.  So

13  I understand that my memory may not be accurate, but I

14  do think that we were on a colliding course --

15     Q.  Okay.

16     A.  -- had I not acted and had Major Lewis not

17  acted, because I also do think that at that same point

18  that they were turning towards us --

19     Q.  Uh-huh.

20     A.  -- he would've raised the nose.  But I think

21  I reacted quicker and maybe pulled power.  That way, I

22  started seeing the belly of the plane come -- as I was

23  descending, I started seeing them come up, but it did

24  look like they were -- they were also coming up as I

25  was descending.
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1     Q.  Uh-huh.

2     A.  And so they were kind of doing one of these.

3  And I didn't know where they were going --

4     Q.  Yes.

5     A.  -- after that or what -- what happened, but I

6  just kind of had to focus on my own approach.

7     Q.  Yeah, absolutely.  Understood.  Okay.  Do you

8  happen to recall Crew Chief says -- you were in that

9  position or, I guess, prior to that position, do you

10  remember Crew Chief saying where Dash-2 was at all?

11     A.  I asked before the right turn --

12     Q.  Uh-huh.

13     A.  -- where he was.  And he said 7:00 --

14     Q.  Okay.

15     A.  -- which is where I expected him to be.

16     Q.  Okay.  Okay.

17       Okay.  All right.  We've covered the things I

18  want to talk about with regards to the flight itself.

19  Other things I kind of want to talk about today are

20  command culture.  So in -- in -- in the sense of super

21  safety-conscious, super aggressive operationally, more

22  focused operation, more focused maintenance-wise,

23  because every command has its own unique kind of

24  personality, right?  I'm just trying to get a sense

25  from you what you -- what you get a sense of about the
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1  command culture here.

2       Is it even?  Is it kind of slide heavily --

3  heavily toward operations or maintenance, or is it a --

4  in your opinion, is it a balance between the two?  Does

5  that make sense?

6     A.  It does, sir.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  Yeah, I guess, like every good answer in the

9  Marine Corps, it starts with, it depends.

10     Q.  Sure.

11     A.  I think I've seen it both ways.  I've maybe

12  seen it to where we're working a lot --

13     Q.  Uh-huh.

14     A.  -- meaning, we're -- well, right now, we're -

15  - or right before the mishap, we were working 12-hour

16  shifts.  Before that, we were working 10-hour shifts,

17  six days a week.  And we -- we -- there was a shift

18  there.  We -- the Marines decided that -- I think as a

19  whole, there was kind of this shift into wanting 12-

20  hour shifts.  That way, you get two days off.  I think

21  that might've been -- there was definitely some

22  cumulative fatigue that I experienced.

23     Q.  Uh-huh.

24     A.  But it -- I think I experienced it more

25  working six days a week, vice 12.  So the 12 was
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1  actually better, which that meant it benefited the

2  maintainers.

3     Q.  Uh-huh.

4     A.  Because the maintainers work way more than we

5  do, so it -- and I remember thinking -- or I -- I know

6  that they probably appreciated two full days off.  Do

7  we favor maintenance over operations?  It seems like

8  it's -- it's a -- it's a constant battle.  I don't work

9  in either.

10     Q.  Uh-huh.

11     A.  I work in safety.

12     Q.  Uh-huh.

13     A.  Therefore, I kind of have that safety

14  mindset.  I'm surrounded around that.

15     Q.  Yeah.

16     A.  And when the DOS and the -- or the ASO sign

17  the schedule, they're very thorough.  They're very

18  picky.  And we -- there's often arguments with

19  operations.  I shouldn't say often, but I have

20  witnessed arguments between safety and operations,

21  because they would catch things that they shouldn't

22  have been catching.  You know, for example, somebody

23  who was coming off of 24-hour duty, right into an ODO

24  shift or something like that.  Or they would have an

25  ODO shift at night, and then the next morning they
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1  would have a class or some sort of event.  I can't

2  recall witnessing anything that was, like, flight-

3  related that just didn't make sense.

4     Q.  Okay.  So recently, you guys have a

5  (indiscernible) that goes on Canberra.  You guys have

6  the air show.  Did you get a sense as you were getting

7  ready for Predator Run like there was a -- much more of

8  a focus to get ready for Predator Run or was it -- like

9  everything else that was kind of distracting the

10  squadron?  Just trying to get a sense from -- from your

11  perspective, was it solely on Predator Run or was it,

12  you know, because you're doing all these different

13  things, was it kind of distracted across the community?

14     A.  Actually, I noticed -- I did notice something

15  like that, but it was actually in Sherger for Talisman

16  Sabre --

17     Q.  Okay.

18     A.  -- when we took six aircraft out there.

19     Q.  Uh-huh.

20     A.  Sure.  There was -- there was a maintenance

21  push to get six aircraft up and running.

22     Q.  Uh-huh.

23     A.  And it was a -- it was a victory when we did

24  do that.

25     Q.  Yeah.
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1     A.  We were able to -- to -- to conduct that six-

2  ship fly-off.  When we got there, there was a MRH -- an

3  Australian MRH mishap, where they crashed --

4     Q.  Uh-huh.

5     A.  -- and all four aircraft went down.  At that

6  point, we took a safety pause.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  And I believe it was, like, MRF-D as a whole

9  decided to conduct a end-of-exercise for Talisman Sabre

10  and RTB early.  So we -- we returned -- we returned

11  early.  The Aircraft 15 at Talisman Sabre -- I could be

12  wrong if it was Aircraft 15, but I'm pretty certain it

13  was Aircraft 15, actually stayed back on Talisman Sabre

14  at Sherger for one day because it was not an up

15  aircraft, so they had to kind of work through it, make

16  sure it got up and -- which it did, and they flew back

17  safely.

18       And then after that, the --

19     Q.  Yeah.

20     A.  Oh, I'm sorry.  So just to --

21     Q.  Yep.

22     A.  -- continue that train of thought.  The

23  reason why we ended that early was because there was a

24  push to -- to maintain hours on the aircraft and light

25  maintenance, I guess, if you will --
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1     Q.  Uh-huh.

2     A.  -- for IPE.  So the focus then shifted

3  entirely.  They said, okay, Talisman Sabre's not even,

4  like, that big of an exercise.  Let's focus on IPE

5  because it's way bigger, so let's conserve those flight

6  hours for IPE.

7     Q.  Okay.

8     A.  That was a deliberate decision that was made.

9     Q.  Okay.  So from what I'm hearing you say, what

10  I get a sense of from your comments is a -- a -- a good

11  balance between operation -- operational requirements

12  here within MRF-D construct and -- and flying to get --

13  you know, flying to support missions, but also when

14  it's time to do maintenance and make sure you got a

15  healthy aircraft, you make sure you got a healthy

16  aircraft.

17     A.  That's correct.

18     Q.  Yeah.

19     A.  I would say that if I did have a complaint

20  for not -- from anybody not providing what they needed

21  to provide, it was the command element not providing

22  the support equipment we needed necessarily at the

23  right time at the good speed.

24     Q.  Yeah.

25     A.  Which -- I think that could have contributed
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1  to things like basic, basic things that they were just

2  incapable of conducting their job or doing --

3  performing their job at the right time.

4     Q.  Uh-huh.

5     A.  They were also working, like, 40 hours a week

6  at most, taking their sweet-ass lunch breaks and

7  getting two days off a week.  They were getting their

8  96s --

9     Q.  Uh-huh.

10     A.  -- and -- while we were still working, and I

11  think that led to a lot of frustration.  And yeah,

12  maybe Marines were having to go above and beyond with

13  everything else.  And I'm not there today on the

14  maintenance side, but yeah, if they're -- if they're

15  having to worry about bugs in their room or if their

16  water's dirty or anything like that, yeah, that could -

17  - that could affect the -- the maintenance that they're

18  doing.

19     Q.  Sure.

20     A.  Quality of maintenance.

21     Q.  So -- I understand.  So the -- your comment

22  about the frustration, is that across -- I mean, that's

23  what you sense from across the -- the command?

24     A.  Easily.

25     Q.  Okay.
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1     A.  Yes.

2     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  So you kind of answered one of

3  my questions; what was the relationship between the ACE

4  and the command element?  I think we kind of covered

5  that.  What about the ACE and the GCE?  You know, you

6  started off with a little bit of the comment about the

7  GCE continued to change their scheme of maneuver, what

8  they wanted to do, what they didn't want to do.  And

9  that, you know, we're -- obviously as a self-support,

10  we're at the end of the tail on that thing, like, hey,

11  what do you -- what do you want to get accomplished?

12  I'll tell you if I can or can't kind of thing.

13       Is that a -- was that a normal occurrence or

14  is that pretty -- is that kind of back and forth?  Not

15  in the -- in the good way of, like, hey, I need to get

16  36 packs on the deck.  I can do that, or I can't.  I

17  can do that in two aircraft.  I can do that -- I mean,

18  how many other aircraft?  Was the GCE's inability to

19  kind of settle on a scheme of maneuver and how they

20  wanted to accomplish their mission, was that pretty

21  standard since you've been out here or is that

22  different?

23     A.  I don't think I can accurately answer that

24  question.

25     Q.  Okay.
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1     A.  I think what I can say is that, that day, for

2  that mission, it seemed like  was under

3  instruction,  was under instruction, and

4  I had the sense that the GCE Marines were also under

5  instruction.

6     Q.  Okay.

7     A.  And -- and with that, it made everyone kind

8  of on the -- unable to really navigate the ever-

9  changing plan.

10     Q.  Okay.  All right.  A little bit about you and

11  then some -- about the ready room here.  How did you

12  feel about the flight hours you've had with Gibbs

13  (phonetic) since you've been out here?  And obviously

14  as an aviator, right, there's never enough flight hours

15  for -- for -- you know, I can never get enough flight

16  hours, but -- and based on what you were doing back at

17  home versus being out here, if you can kind of put it

18  in that context?

19     A.  Yes, sir.  Yeah, there's a -- my hours -- my

20  flight hours, which you can pull from M-SHARP, have

21  significantly increased since I've been out here.

22     Q.  Okay.

23     A.  And it's probably the most proficient I've

24  ever felt in the V-22.

25     Q.  Okay.  When was the last time you had done a
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1  90 tactical approach?

2     A.  I think that probably would've been on a

3  night flight that I had with  (phonetic).

4  It was a low light flight.  Actually, that -- it might

5  have been a high light flight.  Either way, it was a

6  night flight.  If I had to guess, maybe weeks prior to

7  that.  Two weeks.

8     Q.  Okay.  Do you guys normally do a lot of -- do

9  you do all the profiles, or do you generally do

10  straight-ins or does it -- you know, it's dealer's

11  choice, like, you've got to do just a training or,

12  like, a proficiency flight?  If you're not doing a

13  mission for GCE, do you guys practice all those

14  different approaches, or is it strictly straight-ins

15  like 90 percent of the time or --

16     A.  Straight-ins are our bread and butter.

17     Q.  Yeah.

18     A.  I would say that the next approach that we do

19  most often is a 90-degree.

20     Q.  Okay.

21     A.  And then 180 is probably done on a day-to-

22  day, but not necessarily in tactics, meaning, hey, I'm

23  -- I need to go from airplane mode to a landing profile

24  and the runway's right there, so we're just -- it -- it

25  just -- we're flying the downwind.
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1     Q.  Yeah.

2     A.  And it's just more natural.

3     Q.  Right.

4     A.  So I would say that that one is -- is just

5  something that we do because we have to --

6     Q.  Uh-huh.

7     A.  Whereas the other two, we practice more to it

8  because they are more tactical.

9     Q.  Okay.  All right.  So I got your -- how you

10  feel about it.  What was the general sense of the ready

11  room, if you could?  I -- I don't need you to -- I

12  guess, you know, I don't need you to speculate, but was

13  there a, like, we're getting more flight time out here?

14  Did you feel like -- to your point, like, I felt more

15  proficient?  What was the kind of the sense from the

16  ready room about how many flight hours you were

17  getting?

18     A.  I think if you were to ask the ready room as

19  a whole, you would -- the sentiment would be the same

20  as mine.

21     Q.  Uh-huh.

22     A.  That this is the most flight hours we've

23  gotten.  This is the most proficient we've been.

24     Q.  Okay.  In relation to -- switching topics a

25  little bit here.  In -- in relation to the -- coming
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1  out here for MRF-D, was there -- because you're a

2  ground safety officer, right?  You get a -- you're

3  going to get a sense across the command about the

4  complacency getting towards the end of the -- the

5  deployment out here, getting ready to start to plan on

6  retrograding aircraft and personnel back home.  Was

7  that -- did you get a sense of a complacency or a

8  desire, like kind of smelling the barn, you had to get

9  home, and, like, or was it still mission-focused on

10  day-to-day operations, whether it's line aircraft or

11  working on maintaining aircraft?

12     A.  I don't think there was a complacency,

13  necessarily.  We had -- we had some people get swapped,

14  so there were some people that were actually fresh.

15     Q.  Okay.  Okay.

16     A.  Maybe not maintainers, maybe not a lot of

17  maintainers.  But I conduct the FPCs, Forest

18  Preservation Council.

19     Q.  Yeah.

20     A.  And that is addressed.  We've sent people

21  home that were no longer -- maybe they were hurting, or

22  the maintenance was too much.  And so we kind of had to

23  make the hard decision, hey, would you like to go home?

24     Q.  Uh-huh.

25     A.  If the answer was no, then, okay, well, we
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1  decided we're sending you home.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  So a lot of people have been here for four

4  months already.  Some ADVON has been here for a little

5  bit longer.  It's tiring.  I don't think they were

6  complacent by any means.  We're still -- we still have

7  two months left to go, so --

8     Q.  Yeah.

9     A.  We're not necessarily at the tail end of it.

10     Q.  Okay.  Copy.  Last question for you.  Safety

11  of the aircraft -- do you feel safe on the aircraft

12  based on maintenance practice that you've seen and

13  you've operated with here?

14     A.  Yes.  There's one comment that stands out

15  that was one time -- and -- and it was just -- this was

16  month -- maybe a few months ago.

17     Q.  Uh-huh.

18     A.  But it was -- it was, let's make sure to

19  fight the aircraft.  And so if you say that with no

20  context, it sounds very bad.  However, the context

21  behind it was exactly what we did that day, which was

22  there's a pre-flight test that's not passing.  Okay,

23  let's figure -- let's figure out what's not passing.

24     Q.  Okay.

25     A.  And so now we have to understand, we have to
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1  have system knowledge.

2     Q.  Uh-huh.

3     A.  While we have to ask our crew, we have to ask

4  the maintainers and figure out, why is it not passing?

5     Q.  Uh-huh.

6     A.  And is this something that it can pass?  So

7  that -- once -- I -- I didn't question that comment at

8  first, but then once clarified, it made sense to me.

9     Q.  Yeah.  I equate that to you working the

10  problem, but --

11     A.  Okay.  Yeah.  Yeah.

12     Q.  Yeah, fighting through the issues.

13     A.  Yeah.

14     Q.  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you for your comments and

15  your -- what you remembered here and your comments here

16  today with me.  Is there anything else that you --

17  that's come up that we haven't asked that, you know, as

18  we were -- as I was asking you questions that may have

19  popped in the back of your head that you might want to

20  bring up?

21     A.  I think the only thing is that it's

22  surprising.  Major Lewis was probably one of our best

23  pilots.  Captain LeBeau was probably one of our best

24  co-pilots.  She was the smartest one.

25     Q.  Uh-huh.
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1     A.  So I think that's an important factor to know

2  that the decisions that they made, for example, making

3  a right turn, converging to where they knew where lead

4  aircraft was --

5     Q.  Uh-huh.

6     A.  That's surprising, because he knew we were

7  there.  But maybe he knew that lead aircraft was there

8  and he didn't know where the H-1s were, and so that's

9  why he didn't make a left turn.  But I -- I always felt

10  confident the entire time until -- it was very

11  surprising to see that they had crashed, because I felt

12  very confident that they knew exactly what they were

13  doing.  Yeah.  I guess that's not very pertinent to the

14  investigation, but anyways, they're -- they're real

15  people.

16     Q.  Yeah.  Is there anyone you would -- you know,

17  in that objective area that you think that they might

18  want to talk to?

19     A.  Are you guys doing this with the H-1 pilots

20  that were there?  Okay.  I think they will -- they --

21  they have -- they're going to have the most -- probably

22  the most assay on what happened.  I think the story,

23  obviously, that you're going to get their side.  But

24  no, they -- they -- they were -- they did very good

25  job.
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1        Okay.  All right.  Did I

2  miss anything?

3        I don't think so, sir.

4              EXAMINATION

5  BY 

6     Q.  One question from me.  Does the command

7  element have any role in planning these types of

8  missions that you've seen?

9     A.  We plan the flight portion, right?

10     Q.  Yeah.

11     A.  But I wouldn't expect them to be -- I mean,

12  as -- as leaders in the military, the buck stop

13  somewhere, right?  So if we -- we can't say that the

14  ACE and the GCE were in charge, the command element is

15  in charge of --

16     Q.  Yeah.  Yeah.  I -- I'm asking specifically

17  about the -- the planning process.

18     A.  The flight planning process, like --

19     Q.  The -- for the entire mission.

20     A.  I don't -- I don't know if I --

21     Q.  If you -- if you don't, that's fine.

22     A.  Yeah.  I -- I don't know, and I don't think I

23  can answer that accurately.

24     Q.  Okay.  Yeah, that's fine.  Okay.  All right.

25  Same warning I've given you a couple of times now,
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1  right?  You're advised this is an ongoing investigation

2  and you're directed not to discuss your testimony with

3  anybody outside of the duly appointed investigating

4  officers.  So obviously, if any of these are appointed

5  to the investigation --

6     A.  Okay.

7     Q.  -- so you can talk with them.

8     A.  Okay.  From -- from my understanding, the

9  facts that -- the facts that I have experienced or

10  lived through, those are my -- my facts, right?  So

11  that's something --

12     Q.  Correct.  But because it's an ongoing

13  investigation, you shouldn't be discussing, like, your

14  testimony.  Like what -- so you talked earlier about

15  memory and how that can -- that can change sometimes.

16  Talking with other people about what you observed --

17     A.  Uh-huh.

18     Q.  -- can also change your testimony, and we're

19  trying to gather each individual's perspective on it,

20  so --

21     A.  Oh, I see.  So -- okay.  Well, is your

22  concern mainly that or is it, like -- I mean, it's

23  important for me to vent.  It's important for me --

24     Q.  Yeah.  Yeah.

25     A.  -- to vent.
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1     Q.  I'm not telling you not to process the

2  experience you've been through --

3     A.  Okay.

4     Q.  -- by any stretch of the imagination.  You

5  know, definitely don't --

6     A.  Don't be spreading rumors.

7     Q.  Exactly.  Don't spread rumors.  Don't talk

8  about -- don't be comparing notes with -- about your

9  testimony with any of the other witnesses.

10     A.  I see.

11     Q.  Like that.

12     A.  Because we don't want to -- actually, 

13   was the one I -- I said something, like, hey,

14  like, let's talk through this, you know, because I want

15  to -- you know, like were we -- you know, were we --

16  was I -- anyways.  I -- and he -- and then he even

17  said, no, let's not skew each other's testimonies and -

18  - okay.

19     Q.  Yeah.

20     A.  So I think that's the -- the concern.  I --

21     Q.  It is.

22     A.  I just want to make sure.

23     Q.  That's the concern.

24     A.  If I called my wife and, like --

25     Q.  No.  Talk to your wife, right?
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1     A.  And you're, like --

2     Q.  If you need to talk to the chaplain, go talk

3  to the chaplain.

4     A.  Okay.  Yeah.  Yeah.

5     Q.  Okay.  All that's -- you need to talk to many

6  medical providers, that's all --

7     A.  Okay.

8     Q.  -- legit and encouraged.  I'm not trying to

9  dissuade you from doing that at all.  More your

10  testimony --

11     A.  Sure.  I understand.

12     Q.  -- and, like, the factual recollections of

13  what occurred.  Does that make sense?

14     A.  I understand.  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

15     Q.  Any concerns about it?

16     A.  No.  No, it's good.

17     Q.  Because I want you to come to us --

18     A.  I don't want to get arrested out nowhere and

19  --

20     Q.  No.  No, no, no, you're not going to get

21  arrested.

22     A.  -- and get court-martialed.

23     Q.  No.

24        Thanks --

25        Gentlemen, thank you.
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1   Could you -- you guys could --

2  (End of Audio Recording.)
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1        I guess we had a different

2  interview team last time, right?

3        Yeah, yeah.

4       THE WITNESS:  Yeah.

5              EXAMINATION

6  BY 

7     Q.  So I'm a -- an Osprey by training.  I was at

8  163, and I did three years at 204.  So just for your

9  occasion, I --

10     A.  Okay.

11     Q.  -- and  he's a (inaudible) guy.

12  And then I'm an Osprey guy.  So we got some knowledge

13  on Osprey stuff when we speak about it, so -- yeah.  So

14  like  mentioned, we kind of just want to

15  get an idea on your perspective of -- of the -- the H-1

16  specifically during the approach coming in.  So if you

17  can kind of just go back to, you know, check one, prior

18  IP inbound, when you first picked up the H-1s, and then

19  just kind of talk through the approach and your

20  perspective on their positioning --

21     A.  Yeah.

22     Q.  -- for -- for us.

23     A.  So during the briefing process, altitude

24  separation was very clearly defined.  The Ospreys were

25  supposed to be remaining IP inbound at 300 feet.  And I
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1  say that not from memory of the brief, but I say that

2  from memory of what I know that we do a (inaudible).

3  However, I do know that they were going to be stepped

4  up significantly.  Actually, I think we might've been a

5  little -- our -- our altitudes were -- were separate.

6       What I do know for a fact is that the H-1s

7  were supposed to be at 900 feet and 1,100 feet.  That

8  was kind of their altitudes that they were given.

9  Yeah.  We first saw them just prior to the IP, or maybe

10  at the IP.  Somewhere near the IP is when we saw them.

11  It could have been even prior to the -- to IP Subaru

12  (phonetic).  We first picked them up.  We were coming

13  in.  I don't remember what heading, but I know we

14  picked them up at the 2:00 -- 2:00 moving to the 3:00.

15       I didn't -- I was the last one in the in my

16  aircraft to see them.  I think the aircraft commander

17  was the first one, right seat.  He saw it first,

18  pointed -- called it out.  The tunnel crew chief looked

19  out the window and saw it.  And then the ramp said that

20  they saw it.  And then I was the last one to see it.

21  They looked like they were maybe co-altitude at that

22  point.

23       Once we went IP inbound, I believe that's

24  when we -- we began to descend.  Once we turned IP

25  inbound, I focused on the approach.  I wasn't
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1  necessarily -- I knew that we had altitude separation,

2  so I wasn't necessarily focused on them anymore.  We

3  kind of had eyes on them, but I focused on the approach

4  at that point.  I knew that there was other people

5  looking out -- out at them, and I didn't want to be

6  looking at the same thing.

7       We continued doing the approach.  We've -- we

8  talked last time about how the approach was less than

9  per the book.  There was just some confusion on my part

10  on -- he spun in the -- the course that we were

11  supposed to be on.  And then I followed the magenta

12  line like a good co-pilot.  And he reminded me that I

13  had to be to the offset.

14       So we -- as we made a right turn, I got on

15  the course line.  And then we immediately had to make a

16  left turn as he reminded me about the offset, so we

17  kind of did a zigzag.  As we're coming off to -- as we

18  continued that left turn to get our -- our lateral

19  separation, we made -- we then made a right turn to get

20  back on course line.  And as I stated last time, I

21  believe the last point that I saw or -- lateral

22  separation was 1.18 back to the H-1s.

23     Q.  There was separation from -- from the --

24     A.  Course line.

25     Q.  -- from the course line, the universe course
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1  line.

2     A.  Correct.

3     Q.  That was prior to the switch to your right

4  for the course correction?

5     A.  That's correct.  That's correct.  This is

6  prior to two miles.  Because I was behind the approach,

7  it -- it -- I felt behind.  And again, it was less than

8  ideal, the whole -- the whole situation.  I -- I wanted

9  to slow down and give myself time, so I pulled power at

10  2.2, but we had good separation.  Dash-2 was at the

11  7:00.

12       I asked in the ramp.  I was the one that said

13  it.  I remember looking down seeing 0.3.  That's the

14  last known position that I had of them until I saw them

15  in the turn.  The H-1s, based -- I -- I don't remember

16  seeing them.  But based off of everything that --

17  during planning and when I -- where I saw -- where I

18  did see them after the crash, I imagine at this point,

19  they -- they might've -- they must've been at the 12:00

20  or maybe the 11:00.  And the -- so as we're coming in.

21       After we made the right turn for the right 90

22  -- I guess I did -- I -- I did see them prior to the

23  right 90, and I knew that that we had some separation,

24  but I don't have a good, clear memory of their -- of

25  where they were.  But I -- I -- I knew I felt confident
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1  that we had the altitude separation.

2       We made the right turn for -- for the 90.  I

3  converted.  When I saw them again, was when we had --

4  we had already heard that dash-2 had gone down, so we

5  continued the right turn to look back behind us.  And

6  we were in conversion mode at this point.  That's when

7  I saw them again, for sure.  And at this point, I saw

8  two aircraft.

9       The Huey was higher -- or excuse me, the

10  Cobra was higher, which looked like it might've been

11  the 1,100.  The Huey was lower, which I imagine was the

12  900.  But from my memory and thinking about what

13  altitude I might've been at, it looked like they were

14  probably a little bit lower than that.  I made that --

15  I continued that right turn.

16       And then the Huey, which now I know is

17   (phonetic) aircraft, was coming --

18  coming -- we -- we -- we were both in -- on the same

19  path.  However, we were separated by both distance,

20  time, and altitude.  And he said over the -- over a

21  common frequency to continue the right turn, so we

22  continued the right turn.  He continued his right turn.

23  We came in to land, and he continued his orbit.  He

24  eventually came up -- came over to land.

25     Q.  But at 90?  You said you saw him potentially
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1  at that 90.  You felt comfortable with their altitude

2  separation.  What about their lateral separation?

3     A.  I can't speak confidently on that.  I can't

4  speak confidently on -- on their -- on their altitude

5  or lateral.  The reason is because I don't remember --

6  I don't have a clear memory of seeing them.  And I also

7  don't know because I knew that dash-2 was on my 7:00.

8       I don't know if there was a -- and -- and

9  they were stepped up at this point because of -- we

10  were about to go -- well, yeah, yeah.  Because we're at

11  300 feet, so they were stepped up.  So now -- yeah, I -

12  - I'm not able to speak confidently to that, to -- to

13  know for sure that there was an altitude and lateral

14  separation to Dump Truck 1-2.

15     Q.  Okay.  In that turn, I know that you were in

16  the left seat, correct?

17     A.  Correct.

18     Q.  That Dump Truck 1-2, at that point, I -- I

19  believe you mentioned that they were a little bit

20  further ahead of you guys?  Like they were kind of

21  switching to the lead position, if you will.

22     A.  Okay.

23     Q.  Right?  Is that accurate?

24     A.  That was after my turn, my right turn, but

25  yes.
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1     Q.  Yep.  And you saw them kind of coming forward

2  a little bit?

3     A.  Correct, yeah.

4     Q.  Before they -- before they started their

5  right turning to you?

6     A.  That's correct.  Correct.

7     Q.  Can you, kind of, tell me, were they in

8  airplane mode?  Were they conversion mode?  Their angle

9  bank?  You may have already gone through this, but just

10  for my recollection.

11     A.  Yeah, that's okay.  I think a -- a lot of

12  this -- it's a mildly traumatic event.  I think we can

13  agree on that.  And I think my memory fades, and it's

14  like remembering a -- a dream.  It's very difficult.

15  And the -- so what I think is my memory and what I

16  think maybe my brain attached some details to that.  It

17  could be fuzzy.

18       However, I do remember as I'm making the

19  right turn, I was already on my final heading of 090.

20  I was -- I had completed my turn, and the gear was

21  already down.  And I know we were above 16 SL.  Because

22  when he put -- when he said gear down, I made sure to

23  click up to above 60.  And something caught my

24  attention to my left.  So when I looked to the left, I

25  see dash-2 coming, it looked like they might've been
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1  slightly above me, but it's -- it -- it -- it was very

2  difficult to tell.

3       It looked like we were -- we -- we could have

4  collided.  That's when I pulled power and descended.

5  They were still in airplane mode, but they could have

6  been in that -- I -- I tried -- I tried looking to see

7  if they were coming up.  I looked at -- quickly looked

8  at the prop speed.  And I'm like, okay.  I'm not going

9  to be able to tell we're 84 or 100 percent.

10       So I looked at the flaps.  I saw the flap

11  scheduling, so I knew they had beeped already.  But I

12  also knew that, at that point, they were already behind

13  the curve, so they would've needed to -- to wave off or

14  something.  Descended -- they're still coming around at

15  me.  As I'm descending, I'm seeing more of their belly.

16     Q.  Did you see their landing gear?

17     A.  No.  Oh, yes.  It was still up.

18     Q.  It was still up?

19     A.  Yeah.  It was still up, for sure, because

20  they were still in a plummet.

21     Q.  Uh-huh.

22     A.  Which makes sense.

23     Q.  Yeah.

24     A.  So they could have been in that -- in that

25  zero to five.  Where after you beep, it takes -- it
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1  takes a second to spool up and come up to above five in

2  SL.  And so I'm seeing more of their belly now.  I see

3  a flaps.  And I know that it -- it did -- it did seem

4  like they were trying to pull their nose up because

5  they knew I was -- because they knew I was there.

6       So they were -- they were trying to pull

7  their nose up and coming around.  The aircraft

8  commander said he -- he saw it, and then everybody kind

9  of chimed in, I think.  And then that's when I said,

10  okay.  If everybody's focused on that, I need to focus

11  up front, so I switched my attention back to the --

12  directly in front of me.

13     Q.  Okay.  That's very helpful.  Thank you.  I

14  know it's not easy.  I appreciate it.

15        Okay.  

16        Yeah.

17              EXAMINATION

18  BY 

19     Q.  Was there any delay in the interception of

20  final course line when you made the switch?  So

21   I presume, is the one who did the course

22  correction.  When you -- when he switched over the

23  course direction to your final -- approach course, do

24  you remember what that approach course was?  What the -

25  - what the final approach course entry was?
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1     A.  I remember --

2     Q.  As you were -- as you were coming down.

3     A.  -- I -- I remember from the brief.  I

4  remember from my LZ study.  I don't remember from the

5  aircraft.

6     Q.  Yeah.  So when he -- when he made the course

7  correction, at this point, you're -- you know, and I'm

8  just speaking procedurally.  Once the course correction

9  is made, you're focused on the -- on the PMD because

10  you're -- what you're trying to do is, you're trying to

11  -- you're -- you're trying to calculate your -- your --

12  your turn, right?  Your -- your intercept turn.

13       So did you feel as though that was normal?

14  Or did you feel as though that was a little behind?

15  Once the course swap was made, did you feel as though

16  you were -- you were beyond your turn point, typically,

17  that you would -- you would normally see when you're

18  about to make a 90 turn?

19     A.  Yeah.  So when, procedurally, everything was

20  as expected --

21     Q.  Uh-huh.

22     A.  -- as I expected it to be.

23     Q.  Uh-huh.

24     A.  However, as I've mentioned it before, I did,

25  on -- purposely run a slower approach because I knew we
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1  were heavy.  So after my 2.2 power pull, I pulled it

2  back to 20 percent.  Looked back ahead, I was good.

3  Finalized it.  It was actually 20 percent.  Came back

4  in.  Now, I'm focused on my approach, maintaining

5  altitude.  At this point, I'm focusing on my VVI.  My

6  VVI's steady.  He says course line switch.  He did it

7  on the glass, so he didn't spin it in.  He actually --

8  he had it typed in.

9     Q.  Yeah.

10     A.  And he punched it in, which gave me, now, the

11  course line going straight across, which was what I

12  expected --

13     Q.  Uh-huh.

14     A.  -- for the right 90.  Once my -- immediately

15  when I saw the -- the course line swap and the CI

16  coming alive, I beeped.  Again, because I wanted to

17  kind of stay ahead of things and -- and purposely run

18  the slower approach.  When the 22nd trend dot hit the

19  course line, that's when I began my turn.  I say it was

20  a -- it was a pretty good turn.  So I probably used

21  maybe 45 degrees angle bank.

22       So as I'm coming around, from what I recall -

23  - and my memory could be failing me.  However, from

24  what I recall, I do remember being on course line.  And

25  right when I was going to look at the heading to
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1  finalize and -- and just adjust my -- to get my perfect

2  heading, that's when -- actually, no.  Then, he -- he

3  said gear is coming.  I was at 57 SL, I clicked it to

4  60.

5       At this point, I'm still looking.  I don't

6  remember seeing a distance, but I remember think -- I

7  should've -- I should've looked at the distance,

8  should've looked at the heading.  And then that --

9  that's the point where I'm bringing the nose up, trying

10  to slow the aircraft, open the corridor.  Corridor is

11  opening.  I'm at 77 SL now.  Still holding half -- half

12  an SL right back, and then that's when I looked to my

13  left.

14     Q.  Okay.  When you looked to the left and you

15  could see dash-2 making the turn, could you see a Huey?

16     A.  No.

17     Q.  You could not see a Huey?

18     A.  No, I -- no.

19     Q.  Do you remember at any point seeing a Huey on

20  the -- on the turn -- at the turn point or on file?

21     A.  No.

22     Q.  Okay.  Do you remember seeing a -- a Huey

23  when you guys made your 360-degree turn?

24     A.  Yes.

25     Q.  And where was that?
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1     A.  So as we're approach -- approaching the 090

2  course line, 22nd trend dot, I begin my turn.  Now, I'm

3  on that right turn.  The gear comes down.  The SLs are

4  coming up.  I'm slowing down.  Dash-2 is coming.  I

5  descend.  Dash-2 goes -- it looks like it barely

6  cleared the vert stab.

7       My crew -- the -- the ramp crew chief says

8  dash-2 is down.

9       We say, what?

10       And then  comes on and says, dash-2

11  just crashed.

12       And the ramp crew chief's -- my ramp crew

13  chief,  said, big fireball.

14       So then me and  looking at each other.

15  We said -- he says, I don't see anything.

16       And I said, I'm coming right.

17       Tunnel crew chief clears me right.  We start

18  coming around to the right.  I don't remember how --

19  how far -- it -- it felt it felt like it -- it would've

20  been about 180-degree, is when -- when I saw them, when

21  I saw the big fireball.  However, it could have been

22  less or more than -- than 180.  I couldn't give you an

23  exact position.  But once we made that, we saw the big

24  fireball, saw the smoke.  It was bellowing up to co-

25  altitude with me.  And then that's when I saw the Huey.
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1     Q.  What clock code then?

2     A.  They were coming from -- they were in a turn.

3  So it looked like they were at the 12:00, because we

4  were -- we were a little -- it was a bit -- I don't

5  want to say scary, but we were -- we were a little too

6  close for comfort.  But I think that that might've been

7  my lack of experience.  It was my first time flying

8  with skids overhead.

9     Q.  Were they (inaudible)?

10     A.  No.  They --

11     Q.  Were they using (inaudible)?

12     A.  -- there was -- no.  We were -- so there were

13  -- so even though they were at my 12:00, maybe -- maybe

14  12:00 to 1:00 --

15     Q.  Uh-huh.

16     A.  -- they were in a turn.  So because they were

17  in a turn --

18     Q.  What direction?

19     A.  They were in a -- they were facing 090,

20  heading on a right turn.

21     Q.  Uh-huh.

22       Maybe turning towards the south?

23     A.  They were turning towards the south.

24     Q.  Uh-huh.

25     A.  And I could clearly see their -- the belly.
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1  So I knew we were below them.

2     Q.  Okay.

3     A.  And then as I come around, he said continue

4  right turn and -- as he continued his right turn.

5        Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.

6        Okay.   just the

7  same reminder I gave you at the end of the last

8  interview.  This is an ongoing investigation.  Please

9  don't discuss your testimony with any potential

10  witnesses.  There's obviously another investigation

11  going on.  You're free to testify there or talk with

12  them, okay?

13       THE WITNESS:  Roger.

14        Any questions?

15       THE WITNESS:  No questions.

16       (End of Audio Recording.)
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1     A.  So I guess I'll kind of start at the

2  beginning of the day, from what I remember, kind of,

3  getting out -- getting out here to the frog (phonetic).

4  Got here.  I was with Collard actually.  We went to the

5  (inaudible), got -- got a couple energy drinks.  And we

6  had about five minutes to brief, so we went to brief,

7  and  was doing brief for us.

8       And don't really remember a whole lot from

9  brief, just kind of, one of those fuzzy things

10  throughout the day that I don't really remember a whole

11  lot from.  But I don't remember anything being any

12  different than the brief we did with everybody that was

13  going to be in the -- the operation the day before.

14       I know they wanted to get out to the

15  aircraft a little earlier because they wanted to try

16  and burn up a little bit more fuel.  They wanted to try

17  and get the engines going quicker, just to burn up some

18  fuel because we were heavier than they wanted to be for

19  the day.  I think they wanted to be around 7.5 and we

20  were 9.5.

21       So we tried to get out there a little

22  earlier.  Didn't really happen.  It took us a little

23  longer to get the engines started up because we had an

24  FCS PF bid, was failing pass, so we had to troubleshoot

25  that.  But 15 Dash-2 was able to get their engines
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1  going before us, and they were just waiting -- waiting

2  for us.  I know they loaded their packs first because

3  we were a little behind, us specifically.  And that was

4  really our only delay for startup.

5       We -- I -- I went and picked up the packs.

6  I was on the ramp that day.  I made sure we had the

7  right serials.  Other than that, all that went well.

8  It just kind of took -- took a while to get everybody

9  situated because it was really packed in there.  We had

10  to wait to get clearance.  We -- we taxied out to

11  holding point Delta, the runway.

12       And we took off from -- I don't remember the

13  runway number, but I know we took off from runway

14  heading for -- stayed runway heading for a little bit,

15  going -- I'm not sure of the runways right there.  We

16  were going that way.  We took a left turn towards --

17  towards the -- towards the Melville Island.  We pretty

18  much flew over the water the entire time on the way

19  there, and Dash-2 was -- we were in combat cruise.

20  Dash-2 was about, like I said, I guess, 0.3 DME about

21  the whole time there.

22     Q.  Okay.

23     A.  And they were 7:00 on -- from our clockwise,

24  they were 7:00 the whole time, stepped down and really

25  stayed there the whole time.  If -- if I remember

Enclosure (21)

(b) (6)



1  correctly, we were 2,500 feet altitude.  Airspeed, I

2  think it was around 200 KIAS, not 100 percent sure on

3  that.

4     Q.  Okay.

5     A.  But we were coming into Melville Island.  We

6  had a holding point over the water.  And I don't

7  remember if we had to hold there at all, but they

8  wanted us to stay there until we had clearance from the

9  guys on the ground on Melville Island to -- to become

10  feet dry, so to go over the land.  Once we were feet

11  dry, we had to be 500 to 700 feet MSL.

12       Once we were feet dry on Melville Island, we

13  were going to our ingress point.  We were kind of going

14  along the coast.  We were feet dry, but we kind of

15  along the coast, and like I said, anywhere from 500,

16  700 feet.  I don't remember the exact altitude.

17  Airspeed, I don't really remember that either.

18       But we were -- we did a right 90 coming to

19  the ingress point.  We weren't at the ingress point

20  yet, but we did a right 90 to the ingress point.  I

21  don't remember if we had gotten to the ingress point

22  yet before.  Dash-2 was at our 7:00, like I said, about

23  0.3 to 0.5 DME; stepped down, and that -- this was when

24  they started to kind of go out of what we briefed.

25  Like I said, they -- they were at our 7:00, and we
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1  started to transition to conversion mode.

2       And they were on our left side and started

3  to kind of gain ground on us.  They went from our 7:00

4  to 8:00.  And then from the 8:00, about the 8:00 to the

5  9:00, I lost visual on them.  Last I saw them, they

6  were still in airplane mode.  And I -- I kind of lost

7  visual, went out on the ramp further, was trying to see

8  if I could see them.  I didn't see them.

9       And in that time -- I'm not sure exactly how

10  long it was.  Didn't seem very long; five, 10 seconds

11  maybe.  And I was looking for them, and I -- I was

12  looking over on the left side of the aircraft.  And I

13  saw the shadow of Dash-2 on the ground coming towards

14  our shadow back this way, coming back towards us.

15     Q.  Yeah.

16     A.  And it looked like they were about, kind of

17  even with us, coming towards us.  And I -- I couldn't

18  see them yet.  I just saw their shadow.  Their shadow

19  was coming towards us.  And once their shadow had

20  gotten directly on top of ours, then -- then I heard

21  them.  And at that time, when I heard them, they were

22  coming back over the top of us, going now the opposite

23  direction of us, coming over our tail.  And that was

24  the next time I saw them, but this time they were in

25  conversion mode.  I'm not sure what the sail angle, but
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1  first thing I saw -- their ramp was level, I could see

2  the ramp.  Their ramp was level.  And the first thing

3  that looked like started to impact the top of the --

4  tops of the trees was the belly, kind of, towards the

5  ramp, because they were nose up like this.  And the

6  belly of the ramp started to hit some of the trees.

7       And then what I saw after that was, it

8  looked like, maybe the -- the sails, the bottom of the

9  sails started to hit the tops of the trees off.  And

10  once the sails started to hit the trees, it kind of --

11  kind of sucked them into the trees, and they -- they

12  went down into the trees.  And as soon as they kind of

13  disappeared, it almost looked like a -- a big, pretty

14  big fireball came out of the -- came out of the woods,

15  from what I saw.  And that -- you know, following that,

16  a smoke -- smoke cloud, a fairly big fireball.

17       And I was, kind of, in that shock factor,

18  like, what just happened?  I didn't, you know, kind of

19  didn't believe it.  And I voiced up to the crew that

20  Dash-2 was down.  Obviously, not that they didn't

21  believe me, but you know, I had to say it a couple

22  times because everybody was like, you know, that -- you

23  know, that didn't happen.  But once I voiced up to

24  everyone and everyone was aware, we -- some -- from

25  what I remember, we did a couple right-hand circles.
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1  We just kind of did a couple circles.

2       The pilot saw the, you know, the crash site.

3  And we were kind of trying to figure out what we should

4  do, and we kind of talked about it for a second.  We

5  didn't have a whole lot of time.  Seemed really fast,

6  but we decided that we needed to continue with our

7  landing because we still had 23 people on board our

8  aircraft that we needed to get on deck safely.

9       So we continued out with the landing, and we

10  -- we were pretty close to the -- to the airstrip at

11  that point.  So we just continued down, and we had a

12  pretty -- pretty good RVL coming in, because there's a

13  lot of dirt on each side of the runway.  The air strip

14  was pretty thin.  I'd say about a Level 4 because the

15  tunnel did lose visual for a second.  I had to pick up

16  calls on the back.  But we continued down and put it on

17  -- put it on the deck.  And after that, it was kind of,

18  like, getting a breather, figuring out what we were

19  going to do.

20       During this time, our pilots were talking to

21  the H-1s that were flying in the area, and they were

22  already over the crash site and were talking to us

23  about what was going on, what they saw, what they were

24  seeing in the moment.  They said there was a pretty big

25  fire around the -- the crash.  And I think they told us
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1  it was six people that they could see.  So we kind of

2  were really worried.  We didn't know -- know how many

3  people got out.  But we were -- we were on deck for

4  what seemed like forever, waiting to figure out what to

5  do, what we needed to do.  And we decided it'd be best

6  if we returned back to base and got the packs unloaded.

7       And it -- we had to wait until the columns

8  cleared up because it was really cluttered.  Everybody

9  there, I mean, we had us, H-1s, Search & Rescue.  We

10  had everybody on the -- you know, right there.  So it

11  was really cluttered.  I remember there being a -- a

12  Cobra down the -- on the right side of us on the

13  runway, and then an -- an H-1 on the other side, and I

14  think two Search & Rescue helicopters.  So it was

15  pretty packed in the area.  So once it kind of calmed

16  down, we kind of gathered ourselves and decided we

17  needed to go back.

18       So once we got clearance to leave, like I

19  said, I don't remember who the -- who was in charge at

20  the time.  But once we got clearance from them that we

21  could leave, we -- we lifted off and we kind of

22  followed the same pattern that we did in.  When we were

23  feet dry on the island still, we didn't have to wait

24  for clearance to get back into Tower's airspace.  They

25  cleared us straight in, so we didn't have to hold or
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1  really started.  So I don't remember comms being packed

2  or anything.

3     Q.  Okay.  Thank you.

4     A.  And -- but I was also thinking that I don't

5  remember hearing a whole lot from Dash-2 that whole

6  flight.  I don't think their comms were gone because I

7  feel like I do remember hearing them talk.  I just

8  didn't hear a whole lot from them at all.  So we did

9  voice up that we were pulling power to convert

10  ourselves and --

11     Q.  When you say that, you say that over --

12  InterFlight or InterAircraft that he --

13     A.  It should have been over InterFlight, the

14  pilot voicing up that we're pulling power and we're

15  going to convert ourselves.

16     Q.  Okay.

17     A.  And he -- the pilots, when they started to

18  convert, they voiced up.  And I don't remember hearing

19  anything from Dash-2 about converting or pulling power

20  or anything, and I didn't even see them convert.  So

21  that's kind of where it kind of confused me.

22     Q.  Uh-huh.

23     A.  But like I said, once we started to convert,

24  Dash-2 was at our 7:00, and they started to pass us up

25  because we were converting, so we were slowing down
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1  coming towards us.  And at this time, they were coming

2  overtop of us, and they were going over our tail behind

3  us at our 6:00.  They were going the opposite direction

4  of us.

5     Q.  So directly overtop of the tail on this

6  point?

7     A.  Yes.  So I think they kind of came over the

8  nose to the wing right there, and they just started --

9  they turned back the other direction behind us.

10     Q.  Okay.

11     A.  And they were now going over our tail.  So

12  they just went straight overtop of us, from what it

13  seemed like.  They were going over our tail at our 6:00

14  in the opposite direction, and they were now in

15  conversion mode.  The last time I saw them, they were

16  in airplane mode, and they were -- they were going

17  pretty fast, too.  They were still going fairly fast.

18       And they were losing altitude at this time.

19  So they were going down.  I don't -- I think they were

20  kind of level.  They didn't look like they were nose

21  down or nose up at this time.  But they were definitely

22  dropping altitude fair -- fairly fast.  And as they

23  were going down towards the trees, I saw the ramp was

24  level.  As they got closer to the trees, their nose

25  popped up.
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1  mind, sir.

2     Q.  Okay.  I -- so one safe ground question I

3  have, I forgot to ask: Bird activity, as you guys were

4  coming in, obviously a little bit harder for you in the

5  ramp, I understand.  But did you happen to see any

6  birds as you were transiting into the objective area

7  once you went feet dry?

8     A.  Not that I remember seeing.  I don't

9  remember seeing any birds or hearing any bird call-outs

10  from the pilots or the ground chief.

11     A.  Okay.  Awesome.  Okay.  I think we're good,

12  sir.

13        Same kind of warning that

14  I've given a couple of times now, right?  So just

15  you're advised this is an ongoing investigation.

16  There's a couple of them right with the AB as well.  So

17  don't discuss your testimony with anybody else other

18  than duly-appointed investigating officers.

19       If people are asking you about it and you're

20  not sure if they're part of one of the investigations,

21  because there's more people associated with this one

22  that aren't here today, you can ask them to see their

23  (inaudible), just like we showed you ours today, and

24  they should be able to produce that.

25       THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.
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1   Any questions for us?

2  THE WITNESS:  No, sir.

3   Thank you for your time.

4   Thank you very much.

5  THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

6  (End of Audio Recording).
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Witness 
Yes sir 

15:30 
 

Witness 
And then I went out and visually made sure they actually got briefed. 

IO 
OK were they so let's talk about PPE were you were you were they wearing what's the stinking thing you pull up 
the horse collar thing as you were transmitting across the water. 

IO 
LPU's. 

IO 
LPU's thank you. 

Witness 
Yes we all had LPU's and then so the LPU’s were already in the seats at least in my aircraft I don't know about 
how Collert did it in his aircraft but we had all the LPU’s laid out in each seat that they were going to sit in and 
then they put it on and then just strapped in from there but they all had their own head protection and then one 
guy on my aircraft was on ICS whether or not he was supposed to be, I'm not sure but yeah.  

IO 
So what I'm trying to as I think through this with you from IP inbounds was the intent for them to keep LPU’s 
us on until they're on you guys are wheels on deck at that point in the LZ unstrap LPU off as you're walking off 
the aircraft kind of thing? 

Witness 
Yes sir. 

IO 
OK got it. 

Witness 
That's how we usually do it. 

IO 
OK give me one second as I take a note of that. 

Witness 
Yes sir. 

IO 
And the GCE to your knowledge the GCE doesn't have an issue with being slowed down if you will coming out 
of the aircraft because they've got to pull off an LPU to get into their tactical kind of game plan once they get on 
the deck. 

Witness 
Personally I'm not really sure how they would prefer it I just know like for safety precautions that's how we 
prefer it done. 

IO 
Awesome OK thank you for that so from a maintenance perspective, when as I look through this, the defuelling 
piece, is there a, there's a single defueller on on deck here or is there multiple or how do we do defuelling on the 
flat line here? 
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Witness 
So 15 was defuelled with an actual truck on that Friday before the flight on Sunday and then for my aircraft 
aircraft three we did RGR so we just hooked up like the ADGR kit and pushed fuel from that aircraft into 
another aircraft I think it was 00. 

IO 
OK that's pretty incredible. 

Witness 
Typically if there's no fuel truck available or for whatever reason and another aircraft has a lesser fuel load we'll 
just push that fuel into. 

IO 
OK from maintenance support was it a standard like full show in that in that morning or was it like a like a 
skeleton crew out there for mission support prior to support the launch do you remember or do you know?  

Witness 
On Sunday it was just a regular working day? 

IO 
All right we talk less about the mishap now couple questions about that at the squadron OK so if you could talk 
to me and give me your perspective of of the command the culture of the command I'm sure you've been around 
not the you know some squadron's are heavily operationally focused others are maintenance more maintenance 
focused some are balanced in the middle some are super safety focused where it's very you know you have very 
strict requirements and stipulations beyond the kind of normal that what is that you know expected safety 
things does that make sense so I think if you could give me your sense of that the command culture here with 
regards to that. 

Witness 
I would say we're pretty balanced as far as the maintenance and the flight go the flight OPs go and we're also 
pretty safe from a non-biased point of view I've been with this unit for three years now I've never really felt like 
I was unsafe ever flying on these planes. 

IO 
OK good did that change commander to commander maintenance officer to maintenance officer OPsO to OPsO 
to as you said you've been here for three years it's pretty it's been basically the same thing pretty pretty balanced. 

Witness 
Pretty balanced I would say I was still new when our CO took command last time but I would say maybe the 
flight OPs got a little heavier but I was also like going into my first deployment so that could have been normal 
you know but no nothing ever unsafe that I've I've seen. 

IO 
OK that's good any new pressure to execute operations no matter what or pressure to sign off an aircraft safe for 
flight or preflight you know to to ensure you get mission? 

Witness 
No sir. 

IO 
No OK I kind of asked about this but I'll ask if maybe in a different way what was your what's your sense again 
from your experience here in MRF-D between the VMM reinforced the ACE and the GCE what what do you 
think of that relationship  

Witness 
Like how we all work together? 

IO 
Yeah I mean is there friction do you see are the people you know whether you got folks getting on the aircraft or 
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are they like is there confrontations at times with if you've ever seen that I've seen that where you have some 
folks who like there's a little bit of friction at the ramp if you will between the Marines that are getting on the 
back of your aircraft and the like the you for the for example you guys the crew chiefs like hey no you need to 
put on your PPE you need to kind of do those things. 

Witness 
Specifically in MRF-D I've never seen anything like that but in Kay Bay there has been like altercations before 
but nothing like crazy just like you know passengers trying to like walk off the ramp before crew chiefs drop 
ramp. 

IO  
So mutual respect between the GCE and the ACE here in MRF-D. 

Witness 
I've never seen anything otherwise. 

IO 
That's good to hear all right can you tell me how you feel your flight time has been since you've been here in in 
in Darwin in Australia. 

Witness 
We're all pretty good. 

IO 
Yeah OK obviously we'll you know we'll pull up in sharp data and get your hop order one heavy but you're 
you're feeling confident in the aircraft you know like you get enough flight time to be able to to do all the things 
you need to accomplish and and maintain the standard. 

Witness 
Yes sir. 

IO 
What about the rest of the crew chiefs? 

Witness 
I would say so sir right now it's been like it's been a lot of us split up just cause we have like dets that go out 
and people that stay here and so I can't really speak on when other Marines are gone but- 

IO 
just trying to get it down I'm trying to get a general sense of the effects here's a positive feeling in the crew chief 
and the AO world they're getting enough flight time to to be proficient in executing a mission and supporting 
how to fight through or fight their weapon system which is a V-22. 

Witness 
Yes sir. 

IO 
OK and you already answered the last question I kind of have, which is you feel safe on the aircraft that you've 
been flying or flying in through the last three years OK thank you for your your testimony here, both verbally 
and also written and and I understand there's there's gaps that's OK That's fine that's what you remember and 
that's all that that matters is the fact that you can provide to us that said there's anything that I didn't bring up or 
didn't ask that you think might be pertinent in helping this investigation going forward to try to find out even the 
truth is there anything? 

Witness 
Not that I know of right now but I feel like as time goes on like maybe there will be it's just hard trying to I feel 
like I'm kind of everywhere when I go over the whole situation in my head but I'm trying to help the best I can 
so if I do think of anything else I will come back if that's OK. 

IO 





9 

IO 
Thanks. 

IO 
Thank you very much appreciate it. 

Witness 
I hope I was helplful 
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an EGI fail.  We shut all the way down, started back up after Avi did their troubleshooting, and we launched in 
an FMC aircraft. No degraders. So, I remember we transited towards Melville Island northbound. We rejoined 
our section in vicinity of the objective area.  We did a sensor sweep of the airfield, the plan landing point for the 
assaults with nothing significant to report. We picked up some of the and it was deemed in our section to be the 
exercise control. So, there was no sort of like you know, red players or anything like that. It was just some of the 
com vehicles and then some ADF personnel on decks. But zone was clear.  I remember we had the section of 
V22s check in as planned and then we pushed to the pre-planned HA where we were going to affect our rejoin 
V22s. They called IP inbound and we maneuvered to join on the assault flight.  We kind of swap sides because 
they they kind of float in from southeast to northwest, kind of made a turn N at the IP or the IP. Essentially my 
aircraft set up on the 7:00, the Cobra was on the 5:00 and the V22 section was in a staggered left formation 
flowing northbound. They hit their kind of turn to final and I I specifically remember they were staggered left 
and then they were making a turn to the east. So, they were turning right in their section and from my viewpoint 
what it appeared to me is that the Dash 2V22 had it appeared that they overshot their landing heading and had a 
significant amount of closure on the lead aircraft, the lead V22. Somebody in my crew, I don't know if it was me 
or if it was our signer, had made a call because shortly after that it appeared as if the Dash 2V22. I think I said 
Watch 2 because they had sort of a strange flight profile and they were hard to tell from my vantage point. I 
could see both aircraft the entire time, but I couldn't tell if they were level or slightly below lead. It appeared as 
if like the right wing dropped significantly and they made a very abrupt right-hand turn. Almost, I would say 
just shy of 180° and then started flowing westbound, so, basically 180, a little less than 180° out from their final 
landing heading. At that point we have verbalized it over ICS, not over inner flight or anything. And I think our 
signer said, you know what's to doing because we didn't hear a wave off call or anything. There was nothing that 
was transmitted external to any of the players in the objective area. And then I remember just watching that 
aircraft to see what they were doing. They rolled wings level and continue to descend and that was a dump 
truck. V22 continue to descend. There were wings level the entire time and then I pretty sure my signer was he 
then kind of over ICS was I think they're going down and we saw the V 22 impact the top of the trees with a 
significant amount of forward airspeed still.  And I would say from the time that they touched the top of the 
trees to their final point on the ground I would if I had to guess was about 250 to 300 meters and and so, it 
wasn't straight down there's still some forward airspeed quite a bit on the aircraft. I then remember we we saw 
flames almost immediately and then black smoke. And so, I went eyes up away from the the scene of the crash 
and noticed that the lead V22 had then turned around to see what had happened. I told so, I told my pilot I don't 
think lead sees us, please tell you know, climb, climb, climb, tell them to turn around. And then our Cobra had 
climbed maybe 1000 feet above us and that all happened very very instantly. But I had visual of both aircraft. 
Initially. My signer  kind of took on on scene commander responsibilities. He flowed the lead V22 
back to the planned landing site to then land on the runway and then we began both Hybrid Cobra, Low Bird, 
Huey, we we began clockwise orbits around the crash site. 

 

 
8:11 Witness 
We were low, they were high. I'd say we probably had 750 feet of separation. And then the my Co pilot said I 
have people to you know I see people on the ground. All of us were very focused at this point because we had 
our separation. I'm trying to get a head count on the people that were departing the aircraft. And then I 
remember asking my pilot because he was the WTI and I know the other Cobra pilot was it was like a brief and 
lead exercise. I remember asking like do we want to flow the Cobra back for fuel to extend our legs. We had a 
conversation on aircraft and it made sense at that time to leave the Cobra with the on scene commander roles 
and then my aircraft departed back to the runway and landed to roll down and conserve fuel so, that we can 
bingo to get as much of the time on station as possible. At that time we landed on deck. I exited my aircraft and 
ran over to the exercise control. I don't remember rank but believe his name was  or something very 
very similar . I made contact with him. I notified him that there was an aircraft, that it went down actual 
and that the exercise was over and he needed to recall all of his red players immediately. And if they had the 
ability to push basically due West, two clicks to the scene of the crash because we had survivors. He understood, 
he like kind of got on the radio and you could tell there's like kind of you know, beehive at that point, everybody 
running around, They all sort of consolidated. And then I basically ran back and forth from our aircraft for 
plugging ICS, any updates and then run back. The initial push I believe was I think 5 and then maybe a wave of 
four ADF personnel by foot basically due West to the scene of the crash. 

 
10:01 Witness 
Shortly after that I do remember there was an ADF 1:30 that checked in over guard to notify us that they could 
be radio relay from basically Melville Island to RAF Darwin to Darwin to flow assets in and out of the objective 
area. I also remember I can't, I think it was 3 or 4, all separate. But ADF Life Flight, not ADF. Sorry civilian 
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16:04 Witness 
Yes Sir. 

 
16:04 IO 
And that's very detailed Thank you for that. Thanks. Thanks for the the amount of energy and effort and 
mental, you know, mental capacity you have to kind of relive that and and give me the details. I need some 
things I want to circle back to with you. So, where were you? Where were you seated in in the OR kind of 
stationed, if you will. And you're you're Huey. 

 
16:32 Witness 
I was on the right side. 

 
16:33 IO 
Right side, right gun. 

 
16:34 Witness 
Yes, Sir. 

 
16:39 IO 
OK. So, I want to go back to the objective area. So, you guys do your sensor sweep. Everything's good. You're 
falling back out to an HA. What do you remember what the HA was called? 

 
16:50 Witness 
I don't sir. I know that it was southwest of the air. 

 
16:52 IO 
Southwest, one second. So, you're in there, they call their, you know checkpoint prior they make the call, you're 
like, hey continue established, they call IP inbound as they were coming IP inbound. I'm tracking that you 
they're on a left Echelon formation or a staggered left as you as you communicated it at this point in time you're 
how were they going pretty fast to get in there or like so, is it, can you kind of describe that closure rate from 
your perspective? 

 
17:28 Witness 
Absolutely. So, this had come up in the brief as well just because each one's you know airspeed to V 22.  So, we 
had, we had planned for them to basically join when they were in conversion mode. So, they came in, they were 
still in airplane mode kind of pushing northbound, we were anticipating that. So, when they sort of started their 
conversion, so, they were staggered left or echelon left and then we were also echelon left kind of pushing N 
westbound to essentially cut off their flight path. And then our Huey crossed to the outside of the formation at 
the 7:00 to join and we almost took sort of tack lead because then the Cobra on the inside of their turn slowed 
down South. We were sort of in attack league position. So, we were forward of our elite aircraft but attached at 
the 7:00 and the Cobra assumed the 5:00 for attached escort into the zone. OK And they were in conversion 
mode at that time. 

 
18:27 IO 
They both were in conversion mode, yes, as you see it. OK. So, as they're making their right hand turn to final 
and you're sitting in the right seat here. So, this is a really good vantage point for you. I would imagine you soon 
you're at 7:00, you're looking out to your right hand side. So, as you see the dash 2 or or the dump truck 1-2 
aircraft maneuver, can you just kind of talk me through that again? 

 
18:57 Witness 
Yes, Sir. 

 
18:57 IO 
So, you can. 
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18:58 Witness 
Yes, Sir. 

 
18:59 Witness 
So, both aircraft turn to final. 

 
19:02 IO 
Yeah. 

 
19:03 Witness 
Lead rolled out and it appeared just, I don't know, I can't speak to like V22 Tactics, but it appeared to me as how 
we would conduct an overrun sort of Dash-2 overshot their landing heading and they had a significant amount 
of closure and in my experience we would just then increase altitude across the outside and join. But that that 
sort of never happened. It was the the increased closure rate with sort of, I wouldn't say like a oh it was it was a 
converging flight path but it wasn't anything that was. I don't know how to describe it. It was because they were 
kind of like level or maybe slightly below. It didn't. It never appeared that they were going to conduct an 
overrun. It was just at that point it looked like they and I don't know maybe turn to avoid. It's very hard to turn 
explain because it was just a very abrupt right hand turn with sort of like. It really, they really rolled it over a 
hard wing flash. 

 
20:05 Witness 
Yes. And I was anticipating either for them to come left or to climb to then. And I don't know if maybe just I, it 
was hard to tell from my vantage point, you know, what was happening because it was unbriefed and so, 
everybody was just watching to see what was going on. OK, if that makes sense. 

 
20:23 IO 
It does. Do you recall them as of making that that wing flash to either avoid or the potential overrun?  
Did they do you ever recall them rolling back wings level at some point in time? 

 
20:33 Witness 
Yes.  

 
20:34 IO 
OK they did. 

 
20:35 Witness 
So, they're kind of nose went up, right wing dropped and then they rolled out. So, they did a right hand turn with 
their right wing down at maybe just shy of 180° if I had to guess maybe 150. It was almost a reciprocal heading. 
And then once their nose was almost 180 out, they then rolled wings level and continue to descend.  

 
21:01 IO 
But no time in between the first initial kind of wing flash did they roll. Do you remember recall them rolling 
back wings level before they turn again? 

 
21:05 Witness 
I do not. 

 
21:06 IO 
It's OK. 

 
21:09 IO 
Do you recall if you were looking at their, if you're, you know, quitting 1/3 their nose position? Do you ever 
recall their their nose being at 12 pointed towards you guys?  
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21:25 Witness 
That's hard. I think it would be speculation because I don't remember, but I do remember having a sense that 
they were flying sort of towards us. Yes Sir, but but they were lower than us. We had a significant amount of 
altitude separation. But I do remember their nose pointed at us and thinking that that was very bizarre, but I 
don't. It wasn't as if they were flying at us. 

 
21:44 IO 
OK, cool. Speaking of altitude, do you happen to recall, obviously your focus on this, you're not inside the 
cockpit and typically a crew, we're not talking about what altitude we're at, but is there any sense for you that 
you guys had there was any descent from your flight, your aircraft, are you flying into the objective variant? 

 
22:02 Witness 
I don't remember that there was any descent. And I do remember that it was brief that the escorts would be at 
7:50 and the assaults would be at 500 is what I remember right now. 

 
22:10 IO 
OK. 

 
22:10 Witness 
OK For altitude deconfliction. 

 
22:12 IO 
Gotcha. 

 
22:13 Witness 
Yes, Sir. But I don't remember our aircraft descending at all. 

 
22:15 IO 
OK, thanks. OK.  No wave off call? 

 
22:26 Witness 
No, Sir. 

 
22:27 IO 
Do you recall seeing any birds in the objective area at all when you were flying around that whole time? Like 
any buzz, you know, like around here there's buzzards, you know,  

 

22:46 Witness 
I do remember seeing not that day, though, but I can't remember if it was maybe a previous flight. But now that 
you brought that up, I do remember. I can't remember if it was while We were kind of like elevated on scene 
commander roles. But I can't say that I specifically remember birds that day significantly, Sir. 

 
22:58 IO 
OK All right. Let's talk about the last few seconds and before the aircraft that starts to impact the trees. Do you, 
do you recall anything about, do you ever remember seeing the gear go down or seeing that you know what it 
looks like when the gear comes down or gears down An Osprey, right. 

 
23:21 Witness 
I'll be honest, I don't remember, Sir. 

 
23:22 IO 
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OK, no worries. What about nose attitude as they're coming towards the trees. Do you recall what that might 
have looked like? 

 
23:29 Witness 
Yes, Sir. It looked very much level. It it was not. I don't remember it being like nose down or anything. It looked 
very much level.  

 
23:38 IO 
OK. 

 
23:40 Witness 
Which wise, Which looking back, I think is why it took our crews so, long to understand that there was 
something wrong because it did not look once they rolled wings level, it nothing looked out of the norm. 

 
23:50 IO 
Yeah, OK, That's that's important. Thank you for that. That helps me. Give me one second. I'm sorry. OK. And 
you, as you talk through post impact, everything's good and what you the one thing I want to make sure time 
space wise. I mean, you weren't taking notes of anything like hey, when things have happened. So, from there 
on, it's kind of like just a sense of how long it took. 

 
24:27 Witness 
Yes, Sir. 

 
24:28 IO 
Get those Marines from the mishap site, the crash from the crash site if you will, back to the airfield to get 
preprocessed re triage and push back out via the medevac. The contract medevac folks. 

 
24:42 Witness 
Yeah, yes Sir. 

 

 
24:43 Witness 
So,I know as a crew we spoke about it because I know our pilots were very deliberate in time stamping 
everything that happened, but in the moment I was not. That was not my primary task. I don't remember specific 
times.  

 
24:55 IO 
Understand. So, this circle back to the brief, anything in the EFL combined EFLAFL brief the night prior that 
that struck you as is let's take a step back from that. How many, how much, how many operations have you done 
with Ospreys in the past let's let's kind of establish that  

 

25:16 Witness 

I have, I've done two MEUs VMM command done several WTI. So, I would say that I have a significant 
amount of time on stations with V22 Ospreys.  

 
25:26 IO 
So, based on that anything abnormal that came out of the AFLEFL brief that as you were sitting there to 
absorbing that information for the flight that was going to occur the next day, nothing seemed pretty normal, 
standard, yes. 

 
25:40 IO 
Any questions that were asked or brought up during in like in the post brief question and answer period from 
you know pilots, aircrew regarding the flow of aircraft into and around the objective air that day,  
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25:53 Witness 

nothing that I remember Sir. 

 
25:55 IO 
OK. I think that's all I got for you. Got any, you got anything just a few serious and some of this is just kind of 
context, right. So, you said you were out there on general fleet support. Can you just describe what that means 
generally? 

 
26:12 Witness 
Absolutely, yes Sir. So, for fleet support for the building So, the fleet can submit fleet support for anything in 
the course catalogue that requires A MOTS 1 instructor. For the Huey community that is Defensive Air Combat 
Maneuvering Instructor and Night Systems Instructor, General Fleet Support is what these squadrons can submit 
for a essentially. So, I am MOTS one staff, but I am a weapons and tactics instructor that can then fly with the 
requesting unit to to to sort of augment their instructor core. 

 
26:45 IO 
Great. Thanks. How long were you out there in Darwin for  

 

26:46 Witness 

16 days. 

 
26:48 IO 
And do you remember when you got there? 

 
26:55 Witness 
I'm sorry I don't. 

 
26:56 IO 
Do you remember when you left the  

 

26:59 Witness 

31st, I think yes Sir, 16th I think I got there 31st I left. I should know this because I just did DTS. 

 
27:10 IO 
So, just trying to gain a kind of a sense of, and I know you left fairly shortly after at least two days after. OK, 
yeah, just trying to get a sense of how long you were there, how long you were around the squadron for 16 days. 
So, where you're in understanding that your role out there was to provide some instructor augment support to the 
HMLA det primarily. 

 
27:35 Witness 
Yes Sir, I flew most nights with students with the HMLA detachment. 

 
27:39 IO 
That was did you have a ton of interactions with the VMM side of the house. 

 
27:44 Witness 
I didn't have a ton of interactions really outside of the AFL combined brief. The maintenance locations were 
separate OK, and majority of my time was spent on the flight line sort of in the flight line spaces and not in the 
operations area. 
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27:57 IO 
Got it. With that context then, were you able to get a sense of what the like, what was the sense of the unit when 
you got out there as far as were they burnt out from up tempo? Were they, you know, what was your sense of 
kind of the climate when you got there on deck,  

 
28:18 Witness 
the climate. And now it's this is my first experience with MRF-D, so, I didn't really know what to expect. And 
so, I one thing that stood out to me is when I checked in, I did a its standard for any time. Lots one goes to unit 
to do a commanding officer. In brief, the commanding officer was off deck for the VMM. And so, I had in brief 
with .  Who was this? He was the, I guess the acting commanding officer at that time. And 
that meant a lot to me because it was ownership that it wasn't just an HMLA det out there. It was a squadron of 
Marines. And that did stand out to me. Yes Sir. 

 
28:59 IO 
Was the XO off deck when you checked in there?  

 
29:02 Witness 
I yes Sir because  was the only one when I remember in briefing that he said he was the 
acting.  See I don't know specifically where everybody else was. I know that there was a V 22 det that had gone 
to an air show and then there was AV 22 couple aircraft on the ship and I, I don't know specifics of who was 
where. Let me hop in here micro quick. 

 
29:25 IO 
Was this the first time as you were there that they were like combined flight between H1's and V22’s? 

 
29:33 Witness 
Yes, Sir. 

 
29:34 IO 
OK. 

 
29:35 Witness 
Yes, Sir. It was the first day of I think the exercise was called Predator run, if I remember correctly.  Yes Sir. I'm 
pretty sure that was the first first day that I experienced. I don't know if there was combined operations prior to 
me being no that's what. Yes, Sir. just to focus on you and sorry Sir. 

 
29:51 IO 
Yeah, go ahead. Any other sense of their culture, anything else that stood out to you when you got on deck out 
there?  

 
29:57 Witness 
No, Sir. like I said I my main interactions were with the HMLA detachment. I I didn't prior to the brief. I really 
didn't have much interaction at all other than the just the in brief.  

 
30:10 IO 
Anything that stood out to you from just a so, like, I'm asking these questions because your kind of an outsider 
who was there for a short period of time just trying to see like and and you've been around a while then with a 
couple of different squadrons and whatnot. So, like just from your experience, anything that stood out to you 
from a safety perspective, cultural perspective and OPS tempo perspective, you kind of understand what 
anything that stood out to you or was surprising or was comforting to see. Yeah, good or bad. Yeah, not just 
looking for that, just like baseline, you showed up to a squadron in deployment. You've got some experience. 
What was your sense of it? 
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30:53 Witness 
So, and this is obviously just speculation from my time, but I did think that it was strange. So, I know that the 
H1 detachment, they had like several aircraft in phase, which I thought was strange because I wasn't tracking. 
They were flying a significant amount of hours. So, I guess the plan was to like send aircraft out and then phase 
them. I know, and that stood out to me because that I wouldn't say that as normal. I know that they had a bad 
transmission in Huey. They were working through some maintenance things, like there was an aircraft that had 
burned in it, burned up like 5 or 6 inverters and then they had cracked a tilt ball, which is pretty significant 
maintenance effort. 

 
31:37 Witness 
It requires a replacement of the top case. So, I know that the 81 Detachment Health, the Cobras were doing 
pretty good. I know the Huey's; I believe the entire time I was there I only flew in one you know for a four-plane 
det. So, I think I was scheduled to fly in one and it might have gone down for something, or we may be rolled to 
a backup. But that was one thing that I'd say from the HMA side that I did think was maintenance and stuff. It 
wasn't anybody's fault necessarily. It wasn't. I thought the maintenance department was very strong, but that 
obviously my when I see that stuff, I'm worried about perceived pressures and I did not ever get that sort of vibe 
that we have to make these aircraft up. 

 
32:17 IO 
You said a cracked ball, Tilt ball. 

 
32:20 Witness 
Yes Sir. That's the control surface for the Swash plate. For us. It's OK a big it's a hot ticket item right now in the 
Huey community. Yes, Sir. 

 
32:33 IO 
Was there any frustration from them that you got or you heard regarding Blackbox and shipping and getting 
stuck in the AG inspection side of things?  

 
32:43 Witness 
There was a little bit because I kind of brought it up pretty early on. There was there were not like 10 seats per 
Huey and that's kind of every time we do a detachment. I think that's sort of your like things that you think 
about. And I guess there have been some frustrations where the aircraft got deconfigured for the ag inspection 
and then not reconfigured because they've been inspected. It wasn't a deal breaker for any sort of missions. But I 
remember there was a little bit of frustration about the ag inspection. Yes, Sir. 

 
33:16 IO 
I feel like we're talking guns now, asking questions is there. That's my cue you talked about. And then I I've got 
the written statement you sent us as well which we really appreciate you taking the time to put that down for us. 
In it you said when you talk about the cell position as the aircraft is just saying you said they're still turning, and 
you said they were in conversion mode when they made that right bang today. Do you remember what position 
the cells were in when they when they did go down,  

 

33:49 Witness 

no change, so, conversion mode. 

 
33:50 IO  
OK. And then you already asked about the gear. I want to go back a little bit to kind of the morning pre-launch 
you talked us through the H1 briefs and everything like that and you may not have had any visibility on it or not. 
Did you see any of the V22 crews do their briefs that morning? 

 
34:11 Witness 
And I'm tracking on kind of the separation of space and whatnot I did not that morning that I remember, Sir. 
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0615-Picked up  from billeting on RAAF Darwin 

0630-Attended EFL cleanup brief at the FRA briefing space 

~0715-Transited to Snake Farm to check out flight gear and tools required for flight. 

~0745-Walked to aircraft and performed preflight. 

~0815-0845-APU start/during engine start experienced number 1 engine failure to light off/troubleshot 
with successful subsequent engine start/EGI failure occurred-AVI troubleshot with no 
improvement/completely shutdown and restarted with no system degradations/Lead Cobra launched 
slightly behind timeline @ about 0835 and we launched about 15 minutes late around 0845 

~0900- rejoined the flight in the objective area/conducted sensor soak of LZ/NSTR other than some 
exercise control ADF vehicles. 

-“Dump Truck” section of V-22s checked in/ “LZ Ice” call made with updates of ADF vehicles parked in 
the area but runway clear 

-“Dump Truck” flight calls pushing and is heading northbound/H-1 section maneuvers to catch them 
enroute to LZ and attach at the 5 and 7 o’clock as briefed 

-Lead Cobra slows down to attach at the 5 o’clock inside the turn and our -2 Huey takes tac lead to push
ahead and cross over the MV-22 section to join at the 7 o’clock

-MV-22’s were both in conversion mode as they hit the turn to final and are in a staggered left
formation traveling northbound to make an approximately 90 degree right hand turn to and eastern
final

-From my position attached at the 7 o’clock and crewing the right-hand side of the UH it appeared as if
the dash 2 MV-22 “Dump Truck 12” overshot the landing heading, had a significant amount of closure on
the lead MV-22 and were level or slightly below the lead aircraft. I noticed the closure and made a call
over ICS “watch 2”.  “Dump Truck 12”, with continued closure, then made an erratic near 180 degree
righthand turn with a slightly nose up attitude. The right wing fell rapidly while descending in the turn
and “Dump Truck 12” was now almost on a 180 degree reciprocal heading west bound.  They rolled
wings level and continued to descend and UH signer made a call “what is two doing?” since no “wave
off” call had been made by “Dump Truck 12”.  “Dump Truck 12” then descended through the trees and
impacted the ground with a significant amount of forward airspeed-tops of trees to impact on the
ground was approximately 300 meters and both NACELs were still turning on the descent. “Dump Truck
12” was immediately engulfed in flames.
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-Post impact lead AH climbed significantly, and “Dump Truck 11” waved off to turn and inspect the crash 
site.  UH signer directed “Dump Truck 11” to land at the prebriefed LZ on the runway. H-1 section began 
to orbit the crash site and witnessed Marines running out the back of the wreckage. 

-AH took over on scene commander responsibilities, call was made over guard and UH flowed to the 
runway LZ to roll down on deck and conserve fuel/ Immediately after landing I ran out of the aircraft to 
notify the ADF exercise control of the event and directed him to send ADF personnel by foot 2 
kilometers west of the airfield through the forest to provide assistance to the survivors as there was no 
road or direct access to the crash site. I ran over to “Dump Truck 11” on deck and grabbed several litters 
and passed them off to the ADF pushing to the crash site. 

-GCE came up on the pre briefed TAD frequency and was embarked on “Dump Truck 12” he passed that 
they had accountability of 20 with 1 Urgent Casualty and 2 Priority Casualty and 3 missing. 

-ZMIST passed for urgent had casualty in and out of consciousness with trouble breathing/1 priority with 
broken rib/ 1 priority with broken leg. 

-First asset to check on was an ADF C-130 @10k that assisted with radio relay to RAAF Darwin Approach 

-3 civilian life flight helicopters flowed out to the objective area/the first on scene hoisted in 4 inflight 
paramedics to the crash site/others were directed to land on LZ runway and conserve fuel. 

-2 fixed wing assets (king airs) checked on and were directed to flow to a neighboring airstrip to wait for 
tasking. 

-Planned section of H-1s arrived/battlefield handover was conducted and we flowed back to RAAF 
Darwin for fuel/We grabbed water jugs and MREs along with a GCE Major and flowed back to objective 
area where we landed and rolled down to conserve fuel. I staged MREs and water at a shed near the 
runway. ADF was able to push vehicles through the woods to crash site and conducted several waves to 
reposition GCE to the airfield. All GCE Marines, casualties, and inserted paramedics were transported to 
airfield via trucks and were accounted for with 3 missing. Casualties transported to Darwin hospital via 
civilian life flight helicopters. We stayed on station and conducted on scene commander responsibilities 
and coordinated with ASO inserted. We were then notified all H-1s were directed to RTB and were the 
last H-1 to push back to RAAF Darwin. 
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1  cherry or ice call, they call checkpoint gambier for IP

2  Subaru.  They had admitted their altitude and as

3  fragged or with exceptions.

4       So I confirmed -- confirmed as fragged and

5  say altitude.  And they said 700 MSL as fragged.  I

6  found out after I landed that they had actually flopped

7  the serials on the aircraft, so it was the same serials

8  and same personnel going into the zone, but originally

9  the crew that Dump Truck 1-2 was carrying was supposed

10  to go into 1-1, and vice versa.  So that wasn't

11  transparent to me until after I had landed at the end

12  of the day, but other than that, no.  Nothing of

13  significance for the loading plan.

14       :  So the as fragged, the report

15  as fragged, what is the relevance of the reporting as

16  fragged when they checked in to you?

17       :  Mainly, that accountability

18  piece, the how many people am I expecting to get into

19  the zone so that I can track it as EFL.  And, I don't

20  know, any, like, degradations to the aircraft.  Are you

21  single or are you section?  Like, anything that is not

22  as briefed, you would say with exceptions.

23       :  Did you report back the status

24  of the mission when they reported as fragged?  Was

25  there any relay communication from you to anybody else?
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1       :  No.  So part of the comm

2  plan, and I know this goes into some of the following

3  questions, but we were supposed to reach out to -- I

4  don't know what the name of -- it's like their DASC

5  equivalent, Dealer is the call sign.  They had TADC

6  prior, all tertiary.  And as soon as I switched off

7  tower -- I was the only aircraft on station initially.

8       I took off as a single and we tried every

9  three -- we tried all three nets, both cipher text and

10  single channel plain text, and were no joy, despite

11  being relatively high altitude, being pretty much right

12  over -- not over Robertson, but we would've had

13  significant good line of sight to Robertson on the way

14  out.  And we got no return on that.  So long story

15  short, no, I did not report up the as fragged with the

16  exceptions thing.

17       :  Thank you.  What was the

18  landing plan for the Ospreys?

19       :  Yes, sir.

20       :  Could you describe that?  Yeah.

21       :  So it was a going to be a

22  90 degree approach to the zone.  You actually have the

23  map up here, so it's easier to talk to the map.  I'll

24  try to be as verbal for the recording as possible.  The

25  landing plan/objectionary plan, they were to approach
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1  Cape Gambier.  We were calling it Checkpoint Gambier as

2  our checkpoint prior.  I was going to be established in

3  Shelby, which is this HA directly to the south of the

4  LZ.

5       They were going to give Checkpoint Gambier

6  IP Subaru, which is anchored on kind of an inlet

7  directly to the south of Pickertaramoor Airfield.  And

8  then they would truck from south, to north, to

9  Pickertaramoor for a 90 degree approach into the zone.

10  The landing would effectively be either online left or

11  echelon left with lead landing to the south -- excuse

12  me, with Dash Two landing to the south, lead landing to

13  the north.

14       And in conversations after the fact, I don't

15  -- I misunderstood.  I don't know if they communicated

16  it a different way.  I thought lead was going to go to

17  the northernmost spot.  I thought they were going to be

18  landing echelon right, but the landing plan was a 90

19  degree approach into the zone, so from Subaru to the

20  south, right-hand turn, and then landing one next to

21  the other perpendicular to the runway.  The runway is

22  roughly north to south and they were going to be

23  landing into the winds coming from the east.

24       So conversion to helicopter mode was going

25  to be with -- in accordance with what I -- my
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1  understanding of the standard was, which was two

2  clicks, one mile out from the zone.  Yeah.  Any other

3  details?  I'm trying to --

4       :  Yeah.  So just want to make

5  sure, just want to clean it up a little.  So they were

6  approaching from the south, IP Subaru, and as they were

7  approaching, they were really approaching from the

8  southwest?

9       :  Yeah, so southwest to

10  Subaru.

11       :  Yeah.

12       :  And then from Subaru to the

13  LZ.  Basically, directly north and then arcing 0.7 to

14  0.5 in for that 90 degree.

15       :  And the 90 turn would've been

16  west to east, turning into the wind?  That was the --

17       :  Yes.

18       :  That was the plan, right?

19       :  Correct.

20       :  Okay.  Okay.  What about the

21  formation?  What did they brief for the formation; do

22  you remember?

23       :  I don't recall.

24  Effectively, like crews, combat crews, was my

25  understanding of what they were going to be in.  Yeah,
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1  I don't remember specifically.

2       :  Okay.  We'll come back to that.

3  Can you describe the planned -- ground tactical plan?

4  Once they got on deck, what was the intended ground

5  tactical plan?

6       :  Yes, sir.  The ground

7  tactical plan was that the platoon reinforced was going

8  to get off the Osprey.  And then you have roughly half

9  of the force that was going to transit walk north to a

10  blocking position on the north side of the airfield.

11  And the other half was going to set up a blocking

12  position on the southern side of the airfield,

13  basically on the road that leads into the airfield from

14  the college.

15       From there, once security established, they

16  were going to start doing patrol ops.  And that was

17  about the extent of my understanding of the ground

18  tactical plan at Cheetah.  Alpaca had a separate plan.

19       :  What about the refueling plan?

20  So is there -- what was the contingency, I guess, for

21  multiple locations for refueling, if there was one?

22       :  So for the H-1 side, like I

23  said, we were just going to be flying out until the

24  conservative bingo, getting back into tower's airspace.

25  The main control points are to the south of tower, so
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1  we were expecting to have to arc around tower's

2  airspace and come in through the south.  So that's what

3  our bingos were based off of.  The Ospreys, like I

4  said, had considered power margins coming into the zone

5  and their respective weight.  So they didn't take off

6  with a full bag and then planned to refuel at the PZ on

7  one of the subsequent waves during PZ ops.

8       I don't remember specifically where, but I

9  do remember it being incorporated into the master

10  timeline and looking at if my fuel hits were going to

11  be delayed, because we all have to refuel at the same

12  hot pits.  So I remember looking that and seeing that

13  they were refueling, but it not going to be a factor

14  for my section, but that's the extent of what I recall

15  on their refuel planning.

16       :  Okay.  For -- with the H-1

17  platforms, there's an audio and a video recording

18  capability via the TSS and the Bright Star, and then as

19  well as audio recording.  Can you describe your

20  squadron's SOP for activating the audio and video

21  recording and when you use those?

22       :  Yes, sir.  So we recently

23  changed squadron SOP recently.  I don't think there's

24  anything beyond DVR, digital voice recorder.  I don't

25  think there's anything beyond the DVR shall be included
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1  on all flights.  So we had initialized the DVR for both

2  aircraft.  And I think also the remaining section, it

3  was in our aircraft and recording.  We had -- I had hit

4  record initially prior to the assault showing up on

5  station, just as I was recording, like, targets of

6  interest in the vicinity of the LZ, just for, like,

7  debrief purposes and exercise control items, like which

8  vehicles I was captured at which point.

9       Once the rejoin had started, I came on

10  controls to do the rejoin and lost situational

11  awareness on where the sensor was and what it was

12  recording or if it had stopped recording.  Ultimately,

13  from my understanding, we did not -- it was not

14  recording at the time of the mishap.  I wasn't able to

15  pull footage at the end.  I had given it directly to

16  the A and B, but from what I understand, Dash Two had

17  their DVR recording at the time of the mishap.

18       :  Yeah.  So they were Bright Star

19  recording video?

20       :  Bright Star was recording,

21  the TSS was not at the time of the impact.  And I think

22  it just ran out of room on the DVR.

23       :  Okay.  And the --

24       :  Here.

25       :  Thank you.  All right.  For
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1  mission briefing, you mentioned this somewhat earlier,

2  but if you can just describe it kind of in detail?

3  Were all crew members participating in the mission at

4  the brief, to include escorts?

5       :  Yes.  All personnel,

6  including crew chiefs, were at the combined AFL, EFL

7  brief the night prior.

8       :  And then to your knowledge, the

9  next morning, was everybody present for the brief at

10  0600, for both separate sections?

11       :  My understanding is, yes.

12  Again, I didn't witness firsthand.  I didn't see

13  anybody at -- from the 1-2 flight.  By the time -- our

14  brief was 30 minutes after, so by the time my section

15  brief had completed and I was on my NATOPS brief -- or

16  excuse me, I was signing for the aircraft, I walked in

17  on the 1-1 flight executing their NATOPS briefs.

18       :  Okay.  So you weren't aware if

19  a section brief for Dump Truck 1-1 occurred?

20       :  It did.

21       :  It did?

22        Well, I didn't witness it

23  firsthand, but they were going to meet at 0600 the next

24  morning cover a section brief.

25       :  Got you.  Was an ODO brief
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1  provided the morning of prior to for both sections?

2       :  Yes.  Again, I can't speak

3  firsthand to theirs, but we definitely got an ODO

4  brief.

5       :  Okay.  During the ODO brief,

6  was forecasted weather for the objective area on

7  Melville Island provided to include SLAP, wind

8  direction, speed, and BASH?

9       :  SLAP was covered in the

10  operations brief I had done the day prior, winds were

11  covered.  BASH was not for the ODO brief.

12       :  Did the brief presented deviate

13  any way from the planned mission?  If so, what and why

14  did the ODO brief deviate from the --

15       :  Oh, the ODO brief?  Yeah.

16       :  Did it drive to a change in the

17  brief?

18       :  It did not.

19       :  All right.  Was the plan to

20  approach profile briefed in the EFL, AFL brief, the --

21  briefed in accordance with the MV-22 maneuver

22  description guide standards, which I don't expect for

23  you to know what that is, but do you remember them

24  briefing their approach?

25       :  They briefed that they
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1  would be doing a 90 degree approach into the zone.  And

2  I recall it being a 0.5 to 0.7 arc, is what they spoke

3  to, but yeah, unfamiliar with the MDG profile.

4       :  Was it video -- was there a

5  slide deck that visually depicted what the approach

6  would look like?

7       :  No.

8       :  No?

9       :  I don't think so.

10       :  And on your objectory diagram,

11  did it include the approach profile?

12       :  No.

13       :  Okay.  Were NATOPS crew briefs

14  conducted for all crews; do you remember?

15       :  To my knowledge, yes.

16       :  Were risk assessment worksheets

17  filled out in accordance with squadron group and wing

18  standards?

19       :  Yes.

20       :  Was the -- what was the

21  assessed risk associated with this mission and why?

22  And from your perspective is totally fine, okay?

23       :  I don't remember

24  specifically if it was low or medium.  If it was

25  medium, it would've been because it was a tactical
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1  event with multiple air players.  I do recall

2  identifying on the raw, the primary risk being mid-air

3  collision, just due to the number of air assets that

4  were out there, mitigated with thoroughly briefed

5  altitude, lateral, and time, and deconfliction.

6       :  Okay.  Did any abnormal

7  activities, i.e., like interruptions to phone calls or

8  text messages occurred during the brief that could have

9  distracted air crew from the brief?

10       :  Short answer, no.  It was a

11  lot of people in the ready room, so it did get

12  progressively warmer as the brief went on.  Obviously,

13  I wasn't an audience member, but I could imagine that

14  bearing on people.  It's a 45-minute brief.  And then

15  my alarm, I had set for 1800, because I knew their

16  section briefs were 0600 the next morning, and I wanted

17  to expedite.

18       So that alarm started going off in the red

19  wrist to force, like near the end of the brief.  And

20  then we had about 15 minutes for questions.  So no, no

21  phone calls in the middle of the brief itself, but I

22  did have my phone alarm going off to remind people that

23  we had to wrap it up for rest.

24       :  Can you describe what you --

25  what and if you do to brief on C commander
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1  responsibilities?

2       :  It wasn't something we

3  briefed in detail.  It's -- I -- kind of an assumption

4  that the EFL is responsible for it.  We had briefed

5  objective area contingencies, including TRAP and

6  CASEVAC, in which it was, you know, the H-1's role.

7  You know, do the coordination with the notional DASC

8  player to, you know, route TRAP assets into the

9  objective area.  And then they'd assume, like, rest or

10  responsibilities, but beyond that, nothing in detail

11  brief for on scene commander.

12       :  Do you keep beta on scene or a

13  checklist with you?

14       :  I did.

15       :  Can I ask a question?

16       :  Yeah, absolutely.

17       :  What's the SOP crew or crew

18  rest period?

19       :  SOP crew rest for the

20  squadron is 12 hours, from my understanding.  CNF,

21  eight hours of uninterrupted sleep with time for meal

22  and transportation and rest.  So that's why I was

23  touchy about going past 1800, but again, based on the

24  interpretation -- I'm -- frankly, it's been a point of,

25  I wouldn't say confusion, but inconsistency between

Enclosure (26)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



1  first and third.  Are we under MEF?  Are we under MAC

2  36, MAC 24?  But my understanding is the Ospreys try to

3  hold to a 12-hour crew rest standard, to the maximum

4  extent possible.

5       :  Okay.  Thanks.

6       :  And with this, are you -- did

7  you observe a violation in 12 hours?  Did you observe

8  crew members that were beyond 1800?

9       :  As I mentioned, the brief

10  went until about 1815 with questions.

11       :  So yes?

12       :  Yes, sir.

13       :  Okay.  For mixing -- mission

14  execution prior to mishap event, once aircraft were

15  manned for this mission, were there any unexpected

16  delays to planned taxi or takeoff?  And if you can

17  describe, you know, what they were, that'd be helpful.

18       :  Can you say that one more

19  time?  I'm sorry.

20       :  Yeah.  Once aircraft were

21  manned for this mission, were there any unexpected

22  delays to planned taxi or takeoff?  Any delays?  Yeah.

23       :  On the H-1 side, Dash Two

24  had a maintenance issue.  I think it was a shared

25  starter or something that delayed their launch.  So
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1  they needed to shut down.  I took off on timeline as a

2  single aircraft and went on to the objective area to

3  start sensor soaking the zone, not knowing if Dash Two

4  was going to come back or not.  They ultimately fixed

5  the issue or ruled to a different aircraft, I don't

6  remember, and checked on station about 15 minutes

7  before the Ospreys got there.

8       The Osprey side, we noticed that L hour was

9  approaching and they hadn't -- we hadn't heard anything

10  from them, so we -- Dash Two reached out on AFL common,

11  which was their inner flight, to see where they were

12  at.  And they said they were about eight minutes away

13  from Checkpoint Gambier.  So I don't know what the

14  delay -- the reason for the delay was.  If it was a PZ

15  ops consideration or if it was a ATC-driven delay, but

16  they were behind timeline by about 5 to 10 minutes.

17       :  Okay.  To your knowledge, was

18  the PZ operations a cause of the delay?

19      I did not have any

20  awareness on the PZ ops.  At that point, I was in the

21  vicinity of the objective area.

22        Okay.  The -- if you can, we're

23  going to talk about the execution portion.  So really,

24  and really with you, like, I don't want to -- what I

25  want to focus on really is, because you guys departed
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1  two separate times and you were already in the

2  objective area, I kind of want to focus on the

3  objective area.  So you know, if you can help me

4  understand, from your observation in the aircraft, the

5  ingress approach as compared to the brief, what that

6  looked like, when were you, like, visual, the section,

7  and just kind of describe like from that point up until

8  the mishap occurred?

9       :  Yes, sir.  So I was

10  initially -- the brief was that we were going to be in

11  HA Shelby, which was a laterally deconflicted holding

12  area south of the -- south of the LT, direct Shelby,

13  right here.  When I checked on as a single, couldn't

14  get a good sense of line of sight here.  So I was in

15  these two western HAs, again, purely focused on the

16  runway, looking for any sort of exercise players that

17  were going to be representing a cherry or ice call.

18       Duct Tape 3-4,  called me over

19  interflight, telling me that he was off deck Darwin and

20  would be coming into the objective area.  I told him,

21  you know, route into Shelby and then we'd rejoin the

22  section there.  So we did so, and then once the section

23  was rejoined, we proceeded up to Sidewinder as this

24  late L hour thing was working out and we figured out

25  that they were going to be coming up to Gambier.
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1       So were working Sidewinder Shelby,

2  continuing to work the zone.  By the time, you know,

3  they said they were eight minutes to Gambier, I'm like,

4  all right.  Let's get to Shelby, so that we're

5  established where we said we were going to be at the

6  time of the ingress.  And then we had established an

7  altitude contract of 900 MSL and above for the H-1s,

8  700 and below for the assaults.  And we maintained

9  about 1500 just for improved sense of performance

10  throughout.

11       We got to -- excuse me, Shelby, by the time

12  they were at Checkpoint Gambier.  I told them -- this

13  is where they called.  I requested the as fragged or

14  with exceptions call and told them LZ Crow, ice,

15  continue IP Subaru.  At that point, they're still in

16  airplane mode, proceeding in combat crews or what

17  looked almost more like a trail to IP Subaru, which is

18  directly to the south here with the inlet there.

19       The plan for the brief was that, hey, we're

20  a detached escort until you guys are short final into

21  the zone.  We're going to join at your five and seven.

22  And then once you guys have landed, we're going to be

23  in overhead, right-hand orbit.  Airplane mode from

24  Shelby, the way this usually works with H-1s and V-22s,

25  obviously is they're super fast, so you kind of have to
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1  lead turn them so that you can swing in behind them.

2  So we start making our way to the north, maintaining

3  visual, the Ospreys going from Subaru to Crow.  I gave

4  them the continue ice call.

5       So we are, you know, pulling a decent amount

6  of torque as they're getting away from us.  We're

7  pulling into Sidewinder.  By the time we're crossing

8  Sidewinder, is around when we started to catch up to

9  them.  And just the way the positioning worked, Lamb

10  was on my left side and I was looking through him to

11  the assaults.  So we're on the, you know, eastern side

12  of the objective area, looking to the northwest.  I'm

13  looking through .  I give  tag lead so that he

14  can focus on the join up and on maintaining visual.

15       I remarked to my co-pilot.  They started

16  transitioning to helicopter mode, and we started

17  rapidly gaining on them.  And I remember remarking over

18  ICS to , who's -- this is his first time doing

19  escort, just to take note of how fast they decelerate.

20  So at this point, it's kind of a blur as far as the

21  sequence, but they do their 90 degree turn.   at

22  this point is swinging out to their 7:00.

23       We had made a call initially back here over

24  the TAD frequency that we were heavy right, joining on

25  the five and seven.   is swinging out here, so I'm
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