[The interview opened at 1255, 26 January 2019.]

_: It is Thursday, January 24, 2019. We're
in Iwakuni, Japan. I'm [(QISESHCIONEEEEEE ' o assisted my
RISISEICR - DISIONONONN ot in the
room with [JISESICIONE CIEIDIDIOE i cing intervied as a

witness.

DISICHOION rlc2se state your full name for the
record, spelling your last name.
DEIINIOEEEE: DEIDIUIOE ov vwould you like me to
refer to you?
RISISICIONN : _ is fine, sir.
DRI : ¢<2v- BB vhat is your military

occupational specialty?

_: 2573, sir. I am a F-18 pilot. 2573
journalist -- excuse me, sir -- 7523, excuse me.

DIEIDHDIONE: 'hcn did you get your wings, [N

DIDIDHDIONN: - vas the spring of 2016 in March I recall,
sir.

DISICNCION : of 1

_: Yes, sir.

DIEISHDION : . d vhen did you complete the F-18 FRS?
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DIEIOHOIONN: 't vaos June of 2017.

DEIDIDIOE: 'hcre did you attend the F-18 FRS?

DEIDIDION: | vos in Miramar.

DIEIOHDION : C<ay- When did you get to Iwakuni?

DIEIOHODIONN: ‘2t same June, sir.

RDEIIDIOE: 'hat is your job at the Bats?

DISIOHOIONN: '~ = schedules writer.

DEEICHDIONE: D vou write the schedule in the first
week of December in 20187

_: I did. Yes, sir.

DIEISHDION: ¢ vou write the schedule for the mishap
aircrew?

DISIONGNON: .

DIEICHOIONE : o vou understand that the tanker code is
not on that flight schedule?

_: I do, sir.

DEISIDION : Co» vou talk to me about that?

DIDIDHOION: Ycs, sir. To the best of my recollection,

when we still had the seaside adca [ph] airspace. And we're
planning on doing the cascode before we adjust to the times. We had
canceled our tanker support. Subsequent to that, when the schedule

was rewritten, I do not recall coordinating any tanker support for
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the -- for that subsequent flight. And as such, did not put any

tanker code on the schedule or any tanker coordination.

DEINIDIOE: Okay. Were you provided a flow document?
DIESIOHOIONN: ' vere provided a flow document, sir. We had

deviated from that, to an extent, when we had scheduled the seaside
adca [ph] for some cascodes. And that had been approved by the MAG.
Subsequently, we were informed that day at the commanders -- the

previous day when I was writing the schedule --

EISEONOION Tucsday?

_: Yes, sir.

EISIONOION O

RDIIOERIR): 'he fifth. -- was informed that we that we
wouldn't be able to launch for the seaside adca [ph] due to some
airspace restrictions. And then our subsequent launch was required
to be after midnight to conform with those airspace restrictions.
Subsequently, the MAG provided the coordination for the airspace and
that's what made it on the schedule.

_: Did the MAG tell you anything about a
tanker?

DISICHOIONN: Vot that I recall, sir.

DEIDIOION: ''crc vou surprised to learn that the

mishap aircrew were tanking at the time?
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DIEDIDHOION: 'c cxercise that we were doing; things were

fairly fluid with scheduling with the MAG and the weather and
airfield availability on the [(ISHGISISI so things had been
changing to an extent and I was not surprised to hear that there was
a tanker present even though I had not scheduled one.

DEIDIION: Ckay. Is it common to go do something

that's not on the flight schedule?

_: I would not say that it's common, sir. It's

not unheard of.

DIEICHDION: (- somethings not on the flight schedule,
in context were talking about, 1like, I think they were going for a
night FAM. I think you had to downgrade them to a FAM when you got

bumped to the itra [ph] south airspace I assume?

DIEIDEDIOE: .d then a tanker became available if you

were the ODO or if you were in the flight, would you request a
schedule change to add the tanker code?

DIDIDHOIONN: - the ODO I would've brought it up to OPS,
sir. And got the OPSO's recommendation. Whether he wanted to bring
that to the CO to either get an okay from the commanding officer, to
add that, or if he was not comfortable with just adding to the

flight schedule doing a flight schedule change to add that code,
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sir.
DIEIDIDION: o vou feel like it's unusual that they
went to the tanker without going through that process?
DISIOHOIONN: | con't say anything for certain, sir.
DEICIDION: !l ny gquestion is if you were the ODO

or if you were in the flight, would you have wanted to add the code
and seek the CO's approval for that or would you just go to the tank
like it's no bIg deal?

_: I'm not a fight lead, sir, so I can't say his
line of thought with going to the tanker even though it was
unscheduled nor was I the ODO. So I can't say for certain what his
thought was.

DIEISHOIONE : o do you verify that someone is current

and qualified to go to the tanker?

DIEIDEDION: . far as tanker currency goes, we have a hot
board that has most of our currencies on it. As far as C-130
currency, sir, I don't believe that it was on the hot board that we
had.

DIEICHOION : o vou know what the currency in rule is
for a C-130 night tanking?

DIDIDHOIONN: | cclieve it's 365 det. I'm not certain.

DIEISHDION: o vhat would you have to have done in
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the previous 365 to go to the night tanker?

DIDIDEOION: | couldn't say for certain.

EISIONOIONN : Ok -

DISIONOIR): vhat is your hot board? Is that like a white
board that's in squadron spaces?

RDIDIDEOION: cc the hot board is a document that we use to
track currencies -- dive currencies. Flight time within 30, 60, 90
days.

BIDIONEIR): 2nd how's the information gathered onto the hot
baord? Who does that?

DISIOHOIONN: ‘¢ hot board is done by our operations
clerks. And they provide that to the schedule officers every
morning as a product to write the schedule with.

DISISHOIOD): so v'all don't actually look at the nav flares,

you just rely on the hot board?

_: It's the same data though, _
BESNGNENE - O
DEISIDIONE: 'c nev flares —-- everything goes through

M Shark and the nav flares in M Shark input and hot board is an M

Shark output.

ENSNDNNR] - <oh, siv
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DIEISHDION : . d before we go further, I just want you

to know, I'm really sorry about your guys getting lost. I can see
that you're upset. We're upset too and we're not out to get anybody
in trouble, but I have to be very thorough with this investigation

and, you know, ask people uncomfortable questions.

_: Understood, sir.

DEIOIDION: o it's just business.

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDECDION: Okay. Have you been in a night tanker?

_: I have, sir. Twice.

DEIIDIONE: 'c!! me about that.

DIEIDEDION: :irst time I went was in our exercise that we
were doing in Australia, this summer, sir.

DEISIDION: 't month was that?

DIDIDEOION: | clieve when I went was in August, sir. 1I'd

have to check my logbook for the exact date, but the exercise was

August timeframe.

DEINIDIOE: ov many flights did you get?
DIEIOHODIONN: | vcont to the tanker twice, sir. One plug

each time.

RDIEIDIDION: Okav. Did you log into night systems

tanker code?
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_: Yes, sir. I believe I did. 1I'd have to check

my nav flare to be certain about that.

RDIEIDIDIOE: o vou went and got one plug. So you
went to the night tanker for the first time, you got one plug, and
you logged the code?

_: The first time I went to the night, sir, was

at the FRF. We did the initial tanker code there.
DIEISHOIONE : C<av- So you brought that night code
with you to the fleet okay. And then -- and you said you got here

in June of 177

_: Yes, sir.

DEIDIIOE: o from June of 17 until August of 18 was
the next time you went to the tanker --

DISIOHOIONN: [ 've been to the tanker --

DEIINIOE:  ight tanker?

_: -—- night tanker. Yes, sir.

DIEISHDION : o ['d been more than 365 days since you
went to the night tanker and how many flights did you think you had?

DIEIOHDIONN: .t the night tanker, sir?

_: That -- on each flight just one. Just got gas

for the voles that we were doing, sir.
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DIEIOHOION : . ¢ then you logged the 2202 probably?

RDIEIDIDION: ' chink so.

DIEINIDIOE : ©Or vou should have.

DIEIOHOIONN: - should have, sir.

DIEIOHDION : C<av- Do you recall what type of flight
supervision you had to have with you to go do that?

DISIOHOIONN: | don't recall what we had with us, sir. That
was something that I do recall came up in our brief in Australia;
was whether I could go to the night tanker in conjunction with
another flight. We had some of the mots eyes peas with us there.
And they looked over the TNR and talked about it with all the mots
eye peas and came to the determination that a thorough brief would

suffice for any sort of preparation and that that was okay.

DISIONONONNNNNNN: Tcll ne cbout your briet.
_: In the brief, sir, we covered tanker

procedures, joint procedures and especially optical illusions, the
lighting that we were going to use on the tanker, and then any sort

of contingencies about how we could mitigate closure --

EIEIONOIONN oo vou chink [NEGNENN vould have received

a similar brief since you guys are similar in timeframe?

_: I would've thought so, sir. I can't say,

specifically, any brief that he would have received.
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DEINIDION: ¢ vou wear the ANVS-11s?
DISIONDNON ¢ i, <l
DEIIDIOE: D d vou —- how many hours do you have in

the goggles?

_: I couldn't say for certain, sir. Most of my
night time has been flown on the 11ls.

_: 20 hours, 50 hours, 100 hours?

DIIOHOIONN: | vould say over 20. Probably between 20 and

40, sir.

DIEIOHDIOE : Ckav- And how many hours roughly do you

think you had the ANVS-9s or -8s?

EISIONDIGNNN : -cc then 10, cir.
DEIOIDION: . why did you -- so you few a couple

hours with the 9 are the FRS, right?

DIEIDEOION: | did at the FRS, sir. And then I did my

initial NS qual here with the 9s.

DEIOICION: v ic that? Why didn't you just go

straight to the 11s?

DISIOHODION: 'cv didn't have them available for me yet,

sir.

DIEIDIDION: 2 d then when you transitioned from the

9s to the 1l1ls, what kind of training did you get?

10
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DIEDIOHOIONN: ' sat down with our NS systems quals over

there and they give a very detailed brief about the specifics of the
-s. The lack of visual acuity that you can have. How you can
have the [inaudible] flip upside down and some of the mitigating
things that you can do for that.

RDIEEIDIDION: C:» vou talk about the differences in
performance between highlight level and lowlight level and between
the @] and the [@]s~

RDIDIDEOION: Ycs- That was discussed. I think the big

point there being that the .s don't quite add the same acuity which
means you get a bigger visual bloom with them from any sort of light

sources, 1s usually what comes up in the briefs, sir.

DEIOHDION: C<av- Do you have a dry, suit?
_: I do. Yes, sir.

DEIDIIOE: ov many times have you worn it?
DISIOHODIONN: -~ obably two or three, sir.
DEINIDIONE: ''hcn vwas the last time?

_: The last time I flew over water, sir.
DEISIDIONE: 'hcn was that?

DISIOHOIONN: 't 's been over a month ago now, sir.
DEIDIDION: o vou wore your dry suit in the month of

November or December?

11
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_: It was December, sir.

DIEIIDION: o right before the mishap?

DIEIDIDIONN: - was post mishap, sir.

DIEICHDION: Ckav- And what led you to decide to wear
the dry suit or who directed you to wear the dry suit?

_: We checked the water temperature, sir. I
recall the last that we did it they were still within the OPNAV
limits for the acceptable to not wear it, but they were fairly low
and considering the mishap that just occurred we, as a flight,
elected to wear the dry suits.

DEISIDIONE: C<ay- Tell me about available search and

rescue in Iwakuni.

_: Available search and rescue, sir, usually all
that is coordinated through the Japanese Air Self-Defense Force on
base there. That's one of our first calls per our procedures is to
push out to them.

DIEISHDIOE : Ckav- And so you have that phone number
at the ODO desk?

_: Yes, sir. We do.

DEISIDIONE: 'c!! me about their typical response time

or their advertised response time.

_: Sir, I believe it's somewhere in the

12
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neighborhood of an hour to an hour and a half to get a flying boat
down to the Iterria [ph] South. Longer if they need to utilize a

helicopter.

DEICHDION: . they night vision qualified capable?

DIDIOHODIONN: ' ot sure they are, sir.

DIEIDIDION: Okay. For the helicopters, are they
hoist equipped?

_: I believe, just based on what we learn in the
mishap, sir, now that they are. I did not know a lot of the details

about their capabilities before the mishap.

DISIONONONNNNNN: O::y. Eefore the mishap -
DISIONOION : -c ci:
DEIOIDION:  'het was your understanding about how

long it would take a search and rescue asset to arrive on scene in
the middle of the Iterra South to pick somebody up [inaudible].

DISIOHOIONN : v rersonal understanding, sir, was somewhere

in the neighborhood of an hour and a half to two hours.

DIEIDIOION: Okav. Based on your training, have you
been to SERE school?

_: I have not, sir.

RDIEIDIOION: ''hv have you not been to SERE school?

DIEIOHOION: hcn we were getting orders, myself and

13
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_ we were about the same timeframe, there was a push

to get us out here quickly. And the squadron elected to forego

that.

DEIOIDION: ''hcn are you going to SERE school?
EISHONONGNN: © o not know, si:.
DIEIDEDIOE: o vou understand that SERE school is a

requirement for personnel with higher risk of isolation like

yourself?

_: Yes, sir. I do.

DEEIOIDION: o'c vou brought that to your commanding
officer's attention?

DIEIDEOION: - cave up several months ago, sir. There was
a survey that went out looking for personnel who had not attended
SERE school. I'm not sure if it was brought to his attention

specifically.

DIEICHDION : ovc vou requested to attend SERE school?
_: I have not, sir.

DRI -- DO ccrc to SERE school?
_: I do not know, sir.

DIEIOHDIONE : ovc vou gone to aviation survival

training in the HELO dunker?

14
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DISIONONONNNNNN : ncn'c the lost cine:
DIEIDIDION: (:st time was just subsequent to myself coming

out. I initially had failed a portion of it just prior to coming
out here to Iwakuni, sir. And had the 90 day refresh requirement on
that. Subsequently went back to Mirmar post our Australia dep just
after getting out here and completed it.

DIEISHOION : cood for you. It's gonna be tough. I've

done it a lot and it's harder every time.

DIEIDIDION: ' rnot a very good swimmer, sir. TIt's tough

every time.
DIEISHDIONE: 't is your understanding of the time of
useful consciousness that you would experience, based on your body

composition, in 68-degree water without an anti-exposure suit?

DIEIOHOIONN: | con't say for certain, sir.
DEIDIDION: 'haot's your understanding of the time of

survival you would experience with your body type in 68-degree water

without an anti-exposure suit?

_: I'm not certain, sir.
DIEIOHDION: o'c vou had any training going on?
DIEIOHOIONN: Yo/ sir. It's come up. I can't say right

now what it would be.

DIEIOIDION: C<av- If you were going to go do a

15
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flight at 2 o'clock in the morning, 200 miles offshore, in 68-degree

water, would you come without a dry suit?

DIDIDEOION: ot post-mishap, sir?.
DESICNDNONMNNN T concext is precty -
_: Yes, sir. Pre-mishap, I can't say for

certain. I hadn't worn the dry suit previous to that, sir.

DIEISHDIONE: C<av- So you've never worn a dry suit
before the mishap?

_: I had not, sir. No.

DEIOIDION: C<av- So you flew out of Iwakuni in
December of 17 and you didn't wear a dry suit?

_: No, sir. I did not.

DEIOIDION: o if T was to say the environmental
conditions were strong, similar to the way they were on December 157

_: Yes, sir.

DEEIOIDIONE: D C vou ever fly in the Intra South?

_: I don't recall, sir.

DEINIDIOE: »d vou ever fly over water?

DISIOHOIONN: | cdon't recall specific flights last year,

sir.

DEINIDION: Okay. What crew were you on for the MAG

ULT? Day?

16
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DIEDIOHOIONN: ' vos on the day crew, sir.
DEEIDIDION: 'hc day crew.

DRI : 'cs sir.

DIEICHDION: /v vere you selected for day crew?
_: I don't know, sir.

DEINICION: Ck:y. Was there any discussion about the

use of go or no-go pills?

DIEIOHOION - core up during the brief that we received

the Thursday prior, sir.
DEIOHDION: ¢ what was your understanding of the
instructions provided by your commanding officer with regard to the

use of go and no-go pills?

DIEIOHOIONN: "2t vwe would not utilize them, sir.
DEISIDIONE: D vou utilize them?

DIEIDEOION: | did not. No, sir.

DIEIOHDIONE: o vou have them?

DIEICHOIONN: | haove never used them, sir.
DISICNCIOR O

BDISISEOIR): ©so vou don't have any go or no-go pills?
DIEIOHDIONN: | cdo not.

_: They were never issued to you?
DISIOHODIONN: VYo I've never been issued. I didn't take

17
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the sample pill at the trial either.
BIDIONRIR): Did they actually give you those pills or --

DIDIDEDION: 'here was a trial done last year. I didn't
take part in it.

EESNONONEN:  O%-v.

DEEINIDION: o let's go back to the ANVS-11. I want

to know if you received any specific training about the capabilities
and the limitations between the ANVS-9 and ANVS-117

DIDIDEOION: ''hen T began utilizing them, we did sit down
and have a brief with some of our night systems qualified
instructions there, sir. I don't recall, specifically, what the
name of that training was.

DIEICHDION : Ckay- VWere you told that the ANVS-11
performs better or worse in lowlight level conditions than the
ANVS-97?

DISIOHOIONN: V< vere told that it preforms worse generally,
sir.

DEINIDION: Okay. Were you -- were there any
discussions about, perhaps, during certain lowlight level conditions
an ailrcrew may elect to wear the ANVS-9 in 1lIeu of the ANVS-11 given

consideration to the mission?

DIDIOHOIONN: | krovw that some aircrew do prefer them in

18
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lower light level conditions, sir. I tend to wear the lls.

EISIONOIONNNNNN: O::y. And vhy is thac:
DIEIDEDION: 'hey are a light system. That are easier to

focus. And generally it's just more mobile and I feel like my
situational awareness 1is better when I can move my head around and

see what's happening during the flight.

DEICIDION: Ckav- What is your uncorrected vision?
BISIGNONONNN : 20/20, st
DIEIDIOION: Ckay. Is there anything that you feel

contributed to this mishap that we haven't talked on that you'd like

to discuss or bring up?

DIEIDEOION : othing, sir.

_: Yes, sir.

DEINIDIOE: (£ ve could do it all over again, what
would you do differently?

DIEIOHOIONN: | think specifically, sir, I would have really
preferred if we had a lot more flight time. I don't feel like our
people where receiving the flight time, pre-mishap, that they needed
to be proficient. A lot of that boils down to the aircraft
availability and scheduling beforehand. I think that is the main
thing I would change, sir.

19
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DIEISHOION: o how many hours have you flown in the
last six months?

DIEIDEDION: o the last six months, 33, sir.

_: So in six months, you'wve only flow 33

_: Yes, sir.

DIEISHDIONE: o cdo vou know what the Marine Corps
position is on how many hours you need per month to be safe?

DIEDIDEOIONN: | don't recall, sir.

DIEICHDIONE : ''ould you believe me if I told you it was
15.7 hours per month?

DIEIDEOION: | rccall now hearing that, sir.

_: So, math in public, 6 times 15.7, I
think, is -- that's 90, right?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEISHDION : o °0 hours is the Marine Corps position

on the minimal number of flight hours you have to have per

month [sic] to be safe to fly. And you said you have how many?

DISKONONONEN: 0:ct over 0, si:.
DIEISHDIONE: o vou have less than half of the minimum

hours the Marine Corps says to be safe for fly? 1Is that what you

think is true?

20
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_: As I understand. Yes, sir.
RDIEIDEDIOE: ov do you guys mitigate that?
DIEIDIOION: D2y to-day, sir?

DIDIOHOIONN: V< try to -- if people are not current and

proficient, get them out on the low tasking flights.

_: What about simulator utilization? It's

pretty high?

RDIEIDEOION: cirulator is high as we can make it, sir. The
simulators here, specifically with the operators, are not very
capable with replicating the missions that we're tasked to conduct.

DIEIDEDIOE : Con vou go to the tanker in the
simulator?

RDIEIDEOIOE: C:» vou —- do you have a night systems
simulated air refueling code in the hornet?

DIDIOHOIONN: Vot that I have ever connected here, sir.

DRI : | can, vou write the schedule. You must
be familiar with the TNR?

DISIOHOIONN: | hove never scheduled that here, sir.

DEIDIDION: Okav. What tanker codes are you familiar

with in the TNR?

21
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DIESIOHOIONN: ' c one that we pay the most attention to, I

would say, sir, is the strap tanking code for transpacks, things

like that.

DEIOIDION: ¢ what number is associated with that?

_: I can't recall, sir.

DIEIOEDIO : cCould it be 61117

DIDIDEDION: - could be, sir.

DIEIDHDIONN: Ckav- Did you fly with [ much?

DEININIOEE: """ DIDIONOIONN :: lcast a handful of
occasions.

DEISIDION: . d how did that go?

DEIDIDIONN: - vwent well, sir.

DIEICHDION : C<av- Do you feel like he's a decent

WISSO? Was on the ball. Did a good job preparing? Just being in

the flight?

_: Personally, sir, I've always considered him to

be very good WISSO.

DEINIDION: Okay. That's what I'm asking. Is there

anything else you'd like to share with us that you think would help
us?
DIDIOHOIONN: 'cthing T can think of, sir.
DIEIOHDION : 'ou scem a little upset. Is there

22
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something else you want to talk about?

_: No, sir. ©No. This just strikes close to

home. He was very, very close to me. Good friends.

DEISHOIONE: V< 'rc really sorry about that and we want

to do it justice for this investigation.

DISIGNONON <c st
DEISIDION: C<av- Judge will swear you out.

[The interview closed at 1443, 24 January 2019.]

23

Enclosure 135



[The interview opened at 0952, 29 March 2019.]

DIEIOEDIONN: 2! right. Today is the 26th of March.
It's a few minutes before 1300. We're in Iwakuni, Japan. I am
EISICNOION -:<:cccd by DIEONNE
I - DO < 'rc interviewing F
I

_, can you, please, state your

full name for the record, spelling your last name?

CICIMICION - RICIONOIC N
QISIQNGIE]

DIEIDEOION: ov would you like me to refer to you
during this interview?

RIGICHCION : - [ph] is my call sign. That's fine, sir.

CISIONCICHN - BIS

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDHDIONEN : ©okav- B8 vou can call me (G or sir.

What is your MOS, -?

DIEIDEDION: 7523, sir.

DIEIOIOIOEN: Ckay. And what is that?

DIEIOHOION: 'hat's a Marine Corps hornet piolet, F-18
pilot.

_: How long have you been a 75237

DIEIOHDION: 7 vears —- 16 years.

DIEIDEOION: COkay. About how many hours do you have in

the hornet?

RISIDEOION : 2 through D about 2500. E and F about 200,
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sir.

RDIEIDEDIONN: 'c.1 me about some of your key
qualifications in the F-18.

DIDIOEOION: ' 2 division lead MDTI so I went to MDTC.
And I was a FACA [ph], not current, FCF. Those are the big ones,
sir.

DIDIDEOIONN: 'cl1 me about your key deployments in the

RDIDIDEOION: ' did West PAC way back when. And then I did

OIF in the F-18. I did OIF as a FAC. And then I did Afghanistan
in the F-18.

DIEIDIDION: COkay. What was your billet in the
squadron in December of 20187?

DIDIDNDION: [ vas the executive officer, sir.

DISIOHOION : O©kav- As the executive officer, what were
your key functions and responsibilities as the squadron XO?

DIDIDEDION: [ savw nmyself as the chief of staff. So
managing key department heads, your S-1s through your S-6s. And
being a conduit for information for the CO. Also managing a lot
of personnel. So working, you know, the not so good side of --
disciplinary side of that as well as working with orders,
Fitreps, the admin side as well for the officers and working with
the sergeant major.

DIEIDEDION: ''hat were your specific roles and
responsibilities with regard to the safety program as the

executive officer?
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DISIOHOION: '™ the head of the safety program. And then

so I work with the DOSS and the ASO and work with them. Make
sure they have a voice with the CO.

RDIDIDIOION: ''hat specific roles and responsibilities
do you have with regard to flight schedule development as the
executive officer?

RIDIOHOION: Yot as much. It's mostly handled on the ops
side. Operations takes care of the majority of that. So it
doesn't get routed through me.

DIDIDHOIONN: ' flight schedule is not routed through
you?

_: No, sir.

DISIOHOION: ov long were you the XO at 242 before the

DISIOHOION : 2cout five months, sir.

RDIDIDEDION: o vou took over about the same time
DI -

DIDIDEOION : 2vout six weeks later.

DISIONDION:  O:-.

DIDIOHOION: o it was gapped.

DIEIOHOION: C©kav- And so in your time as the XO for

about four to five months before the mishap, how often was the
flight schedule brought to you for review before the commanding

officer saw 1it?

_: Not often, sir. Minimal. Mostly when the

schedule writer would do his normal walk and then he'd take it to
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the CO.

DIDIDHOIONN: 'ou say, "the schedule writer would do his
normal walk." What does that mean?

RDIDIDEDION : c'd make sure S-5 would see it.

DIEIOHOION: .d vwhat is S-5? Is that safety?

_: Yes, sir.

EISIONOIONN O

DISIOHOION : COcviously it wouldn't leave ops if the Ops O
didn't see it and then the maintenance office.

DIDIDHDION: o vou feel like the Ops O and the AMO
always saw the flight schedule or usually should see the flight

schedule before the commanding officer did?

_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDEOION: Do vou believe that was taking place?

DIDIOHOION : 2s far as I knew, sir.

DIEIDEDION: COkay. Where was you -- what was your
location the week of 5 December? Were you here in Iwakuni?

_: I was, sir.

RDIDIDEOION: ''hat were your roles and responsibilities
with regard to the execution of the ULT?

DISIOHOION: cso v big part was -- I was working with out
maintenance chief and our sergeant major for [inaudible],
tracking our Marines, getting them out to _ It was very
tenuous. Are they going? Are they not going? Are they going?
Are they not going? You know, are we sending jets to (NN sSo

if we're not sending jets to [N, then I'm not going to send
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the Marines. And so it was still -- a lot of uncertainty if
we're going to [N ve till nearly Thursday, Friday, the week
prior.

_: What was the consensus of that

uncertainty? Why was there uncertainty?

DISIOHOION: ' don't think they had the clearance. I'm
not sure. I was working mostly through MAG and I don't know, at
the time --

DIEIDEOION: - vas like a PPR thing? Was it a resting

gear? Was it billeting?

DIDIDEOION: Resting gear I know was part of it. And then
as far as everything else, I gotta kind of stop there, sir.

DISIONOIONN : -y

RDIDIDEOION: Tveaking into --

DIEIOHOION: cCctting into A and B stuff?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDEDION: COkay. sSo I'm just trying to ask you what

you knew before. 1It's just hard for you to break that out for

you at this point?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIOHOION: (- 's been a few months. Okay.
RDIDIDHOION : ~ lot of uncertainty --

DISIOHOION : O©kay- You can stop there. Lets talk

about your personal knowledge of the mishap crew. Your personal
knowledge of that crew pre-mishap of the case. Try to devoice

yourself of everything you've heard after the mishap.
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DISIGNONON : o'y

RDIEIDHOIONN: ::c nmishap. So it's December the Ist.

_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDEOIO: Did vou know the mishap F-18 crew?

DIEIOHDION : [ did, sir.

DIDIOHOION : Okay- Great. Did you participate in the
human factors counsel process at 2427

DIEIOHDION: Vo, sir.

DIDIDEOIONN: Ckay. So as the squadron executive
officer you did not participate in the human factors counsel?

RDIDIDNOION: That's correct, sir.

RDIDIDEOION: Did vou see the human factors counsel

scheduled on your plan of the day or plan of week or daily flight

schedule?

DISIOHOION: t's on the schedule. Yes, sir.
DIEDIDIDION: COkay. How often did it meet?
RDIDIDNOION: 2t least once a month.
DIEDIDIOION: Ckay. And who attended?

_: The commanding officer, ASO was there, DOSS,

a random aircrew, and there might have been another person or

two, sir.

_: Flights surgeon ever go?
DIEIDIOIONN: COkay. Did -- and without talking -- did

you —-- let me ask a different question. Were you cognizant of

the different crews that were selected by the shift crews? I'm
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talking about who was day crew, who was afternoon crew, and who

was flying the graveyard shift for the week of the ULT?

DIDIOHOION: 't was in the confirmation brief.
DIDIDIOION: Ckay. sSo you were provided some type of

confirmation brief product that told the aircrew what shifts they

were on?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIOHOION: O©kcv- And what shift were you on?

_: I was on the mid-shift, sir.

DIEDIDIOIONN: 'hc nmid-shift. And that's like a 10 a.m.
report?

DIEIDNOION: :ryvwhere from 8 to 10, sir.

DIEIOHOION: O©kav- And then you would be flying until
crew day limits, 10 p.m. or whatever is appropriate?

_: Yes, sir.

DIDIDEDION: Ckay. And how soon did you personally get

that information for your own personal knowledge?

RDIDIDEOION: [ oot that the week prior. I can't remember

what day.

DISIOHOION : 'cdresday or Thursday before?
DIDIOHOIONN: Ckay. And was that provided? Did you

guys have an AOM and everybody was told, "hey, -, you're day

crevw. [(QNG vou're night crew. [QSI vou're mid-crew." Is

that how that was briefed out?

EIENONDNON : oo, sir
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DIEIOHOION: cc vhat level of involvement did you have

in selecting who was on what crew by shift. Who was on what
shift?

_: I did not select the crew, sir. I did not
have involvement in how the crew were selected?

EISIONDIDN o Ao

_: The Ops O.

DIEIOHOION: cc vou feel like [(DICSESHEIE) vrilaterally
selected who was flying when acting as the squadron Ops 07

RDIDIDNOION: Vith engaging with the CO, sir.

RDIDIDEOION: o vou think the CO and the Ops 0? Or the
Ops O with the CO's guidance?

_: Yes, sir.

RDIDIDEOIONN: Ckay. But you personally were not
involved in that process --

_: Correct, sir.

DIEIDIDIO: = the squadron executive officer and

the guy that runs the safety program for the squadron? You

weren't invited to that meeting basically?

_: Yes, sir.

DISIOHOIONN : Okay- Did you know or come to know that
DEIDIDION o on the graveyard shift?

_: Yes, sir.

RDIDIDEOION: 'crc vou aware of that before the mishap?

I mean were you tracking that before the mishap?

EIENONDNON : oo, sir
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DIIOHOION: O©kay- Did that give you any pause?

_: It did not, sir.

DIEIDIDIONN: v - how would you expect [ISISISIONN
to get to and from work?

_: Drive, sir.

DEIDIDIONE: ‘ou <xrectPISIDNUIONN o crcrate a POV

on board Marine Corps Air Station, Iwakuni on December the 5th

and drive to and from work on the 6th?

EISNONOION: Vo civ
DIDIDHOIONN: Ckay. As the squadron executive officer,

you wouldn't have nay concern about that? About him driving a
car?

DISIGEDION: o si--

DIDIDEOIONN: Ckay. Let's talk about Ambien. Was the
use of Ambien authorized?

_: No, sir.

RDIDIDEDION: ov did you come to understand that the

use of Ambien was not authorized?

RDIDIDEOION: Via the WhatsApp which -- that you guys have,

sir. You see that's how I was made --

DIDIOHOION: 'hot's how you guys communicated?
RDIDIONOION: That's how that word -- that's how I first

heard it, sir.

DIDIDEOION: Did vou have any questions about that?

Was it unclear to you?

RDIDIDNOION: 1t scemed pretty strait forward to me, sir.
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DIEIOHOION: Did vou get any feedback from any of your

subordinate officers? Did anybody come to you and be like hey XO

this is bullshit, we need Ambien?

_: No, sir.

QIOIICIONEN: QIOIIOIONN  QIOIIOIONE M
B DEIOIDIOE: Dic anybody come to you and express
safety concerns about ramping from the day crew to the night crew
on four days notice and the use of Ambien associated with that?
Did anybody talk to you before the mishap?

DEININION: DIEIONDIOE :c mentioned the -- it was
like an off-hand comment. "Hey, no Ambien?" And I was like,
"no." And that was --

DISIOHOION: ':s this in the ready room? He just kind
of wandered up to you and said, "XO, no Ambien?" shrugged his

shoulders? Is that what you're describing?

DIDIDEOION: 't's kind of how I would --

DIDIDEDIONN: comething like that?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDEDIO: Ckay. And how much further did that
conversation go after that?

DISIOHDION: 'hat was it.

RDIDIDEOION: Did vou probe him on that or ask him about
if he had safety concerns or --

_: I did not, sir.

DEINIDION: o vou remember when that happened?

Was it prior to the mishap, sir?

10
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RDEINIDIOE: .d vas it after the WhatsApp message
went out?

DIDIDEOION: [ can't be sure.

DISIOHOION : Okey- Did you have any personal

observations of things leading up directly to the mishap flight
event? Did you -- were you in the ready room the day of the
mishap -- the day before the mishap and having conversations with
RO DION QION - DISIONOI

RDIDIOHOION: Ve over lap by about an hour.

DIDIDEOIONN: COkay. Did you see those guys?

_: I did, sir.

EISKONDNON Ok

_: And _ was out, you know, doing
his -- I'd see him in his office working S-4 things. I don't
remember seeing [ (rh] very often. I'm sorry. W
-, sir. And then I saw _ in the ready room and

he was QAO. So he spent a lot of time downstairs as well.
DISIONOIONN : -t oo DISEONOIONENN o> in the
squadron?

DISIOHOION : c vwas the ALSS, sir.

_: ALSS, flight E?

DIEIOHDION: rlioht E. Yes, sir.

DIEIDIDIONN: ''hat was his -- do you remember what his

job was before he was flight E?

RDIDIDEDION : < was the adjutant?

11
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DISIOHOION: ''hen ebout -- what month and year did he
turn over adjutant?

_: It would have been November I believe, sir.

RDIDIDEDION: o e just turned over?

_: Correct, sir. He had not been down there
very long.

EISICNOION : -

_: And then October, November, we did, kind of,

a job shift when we got back from Australia. It would have been
about that time.

DIEIDEDION: Ckay. What was your personal
participation in the scheduling process at the MAG? Did you go

to any MAG confirmation briefs leading up to the ULT?

RIDIDEOION: [ had gone to a couple of the COBs, sir.
DIEIOHOION: 'c.! me about them.
BISIONOION: [ had been to one on Thursday prior and

that's where I'd -- we still don't have confirmation on [NCHENE
So I was interested in that. And that's the thing that sticks
out. 1It's been a little while now. I can't really -- I don't
know what else to talk about there. And then I had, lets see,
been to one next Monday, afternoon, and nothing really sticks out
from that one, sir.

DIESIOHOION: 'crc vou surprised to learn that the
mishap aircrew were conducting an air refueling during the
mishap, or did you expect them to go to the tanker that night?

When you found out later that they had hit the C-130, where you
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surprised to learn that they were tanking or did you expect them

to go to the hanger then?

_: I had heard about it, sir.

RDIDIDEOION: 'ou had heard about the schedule change?

_: The -- yes, sir.

DISIOHOION: ov did you hear about the -- before the
mishap you did?

_: Yes, sir.

RDIDIDEOION: ov did you hear about that? Tell me
about that.

DIEIDEDION: ' hed passed BRI o the hall --

DIEIDIOION: ~: cbout what time? After the brief?
Before take off obviously? Or before the brief or --

DIDIDEOION: 1t had been before the brief, sir.

DIEIOHOION : Okav. So after _ got to work, but

before (IS briefed, you passed [} ir the hall and you guys

had an exchange? Tell me about that.

RDIDIDEDION: 1t was just about a tank -- tanker or
something.

DIEDIOHOION: .d how did you respond to that?

DIDIOHOION : ' just said, "roger."

RDIDIDHOIONN: Ckay. Did it occur to you that we needed

to do a flight schedule change then or that you, as the squadron

executive officer, needed to approve that flight schedule change?

RDIDIDNOION: 'hc way it was presented to me is it was

information that the approval process had already occurred

13
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because he didn't, you know, stop and ask me.

DIDIDEOION: c just told you he was going to the
tanker.

DISIONDION - :oh

DIEIOHOION: c didn't ask you if he could go to the
tanker. He told you we're going to the tanker.

_: He said, kind of like --

DIEIOHOION: . [ understanding you right?

RDIDIDEDION : < ouess.

DIDIDIDIONN: [c didn't come up to you and say XO is it
okay 1if we change the flight schedule and go to the tanker?

RDIEIDIOION : E£xactly.

DIEIOHOION: c said, "we got tankers tonight." and
just kept walking? And you're like --

_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDEDION: [ don't want to coach you too much on

that, but I know you're on the A and B so I don't want to probe
too deeply on that key point. So after you got that information,
did you go to the ODO and look at the master flight schedule at
the ODO desk and confirm that the process had been followed?

DISIOHOION: [ vent to, I was going to a meeting with the
225 X0 and --

RDIDIDHDION: Over at MAG or —-

RDIDIDHOION: 't waes back to my office -- and then the 225

X0 --

EISEONDION : -y
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DISIOHOION: - for about an hour.

RDIDIDIOION: ~d then after that meeting, did you swing
by the 0ODO desk and check on your ODO?

RIDIDEOION: T ropped in there, checked on the guys.

DISIOHOION: O©kav- and when you checked on the ODO

knowing that there was a flight schedule change before the brief

mishap event, what action did you take as the sqguadron executive

officer?
RDIDIDNOION: That were T just saw the guys. Saw how they
were doing. And then --

RDIDIDEOION: &Y '"the guys" do you mean the mishap crew
was already in the ready room briefing or preparing to brief?

DISISHDION: 'here before.

EISIONCION O

DISIOHOION: 2nd like how's everybody doing? Doing good,

doing good. And then I could feel they were getting in their

zone so then I walked out.

DIEIDEOION: 2d about what time of day was that?

_: It would have been 2200, sir.

DISIOHOION: cc vou were in the squadron spaces at
about 22007

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIOHOION: - that right before your retired to your
quarters for the evening?

RDIDIDEOION: [ vas back in my office, sir.

DIEIDEOION: Ckay. How late did you stay in your
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office that night?

DISIOHDION : rrobably 2330, sir.
DIDIDHOIONN: o vou stayed in your office until they

walked to go fly basically, right? Because they didn't take --
they started engines, I think, after -- or APUs after midnight.
so, roughly, you were in -- and had you heard, at that time,

about the restrictions about starting APUs?

RDIDIDEOIONN: ~d the restrictions about starting APUs,

as I understand it from other witnesses, is nobody was supposed

to go through switches until after midnight.

_: That is correct, sir.

DISIOHOION : O©kav- But you left before then. You said
2330 is when you left?

DISIOHOION: Rioht around ish. Yes, sir.

DIEIDEOION: COkay. Who was the operations duty officer
at about 2330 or 2300 when you left?

DIDIDEOION: That would have been [DISISHUION
DRI DI ~d with you as the
squadron executive officer and the senior man present, did you go

by and check in or check out with [([DISEEICIONN -
_: I did not, sir.
DIEIOHODION: O©kcy- What kind of weather were you
tracking?
DIDIDEOION: That it was good weather.
RDIDIDEOION: Ckay. What were you tracking about sea
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surface temperatures at that time?

RDIDIDNOION: 2t that time -- T wasn't tracking sea surface

temperatures at that time.

DIDIDEOION: ''hat were you tracking about search and
rescue alert disposition at that time?

DISIOHOION: [ vasn't tracking at that time, sir.

DIDIDHOIONN: ''hat were you tracking about your aircrew
wear of anti-exposure suits at that time?

RDIDIDEOION: [ vasn't tracking at that time.

DIEDIDIOIONN: COkay. Did you -- when - told you

they were going to the tanker, did you ever go back and look at
the squadron master flight schedule and see if it reflected the
night systems air refueling code and or a tanker note? Before
the mishap, did you do that?

_: I didn't, sir.

DIEIDIOION: Did it ever occur to you to do that before
the mishap?

_: Before, I didn't, sir.

RDIDIDEOION: Do vou consider that to be a schedule

change; adding a tanker. Do you consider that to be a schedule

change before the mishap?

DIDIOHOION: [ vould've thought it would have been a

schedule change.

DIDIDEOION: ''ho's authorized to make a schedule change

in a hornet squadron?

BIDIDNOION: rPer the Wing order at CO, per the admin SOP,
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it's CO, XO. And MAG just put out a new policy; it's CO only.

DIDIDIOION: COkay. Who signs the flight schedule at
242, pre-mishap?

RIDIDERION: commanding officer.

DIEIOHOION: .nvbody else sign it?

DIEIOHDION: Vo, sir.

RDIDIDHOIONN: /SO, X0, Ops 0? Anybody else?

DISIOHOION : Vot on the flight schedule.

RDIDIDEOIONN: ov does the commanding officer know that

his flight schedule has been reviewed by the aviation safety
officer?

DIDIONOION: There's usually a routing sheet in the back,
sir.

DIDIDEOION: Ckay. Have you seen this routing sheet
before in the past?

_: In the past, I have not, sir.

DIDIDEDION: 5o vou believe there's a routing sheet,

but you've never seen the routing sheet?

DIDIOIOION: Ckay. Did anybody ever bring you the
flight schedule and have you check it before it went to
RISIGACIC R

DIEIOHDION : Vo, sir.

DIEIOHOION: Ve vou guys ever used a risk assessment
worksheet at 242 -- ORM worksheet?

RDIDIDNOION: '_ike the one that goes per flight, sir?

DIEIDEOIO: ' thinking the ones at MAG-11, MAG-14,
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MAG-31, MAG-13, MAG-
that many other MAGs

risk assessment work

worksheets?

(0) 3) (). (0) 6) [
usually fill it out
would put the -- it
the [inaudible] Ops
Ops O or the CO woul

with MAG-11.

come to MAG-127

24, MAG-26. The risk assessment worksheets
in the Marine Corps use. Did you ever use a
sheet like that at MAG-12 at 2427

No, sir.

What other MAGs have you flown in?

Just MAG-11.

Okay. Did MAG-11 have risk assessment

They did, sir.

Can you tell me a little bit about that?
It would have -- the schedule writer would
and, for each event, it would go down and it
was either number based. And then I believe
O would sign it or -- I can't remember if the

d sign it. 1It's been a while since I flown

Okay. And what month and year did you

In July of 18.
July of 18. So you just got here.
Yes, sir.

So when you checked into MAG-12 in July of

18 and you started flying with 242. The first time that you

looked at the flight

were you asking the

schedule, especially as a flight leader,

ODO, 1like, hey man, where's the risk

assessment worksheet? Did you notice it's absence?
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_: I did see that it wasn't there. I did not

ask.

DIIOEOION: Ckey. Did you, when you were in gun
squadrons at MAG-11, did any of those squadrons at MAG-11 have a
place on the daily flight schedule where the aviation safety
officer, the executive officer, the operations officer, the
aviation maintenance officer, or the ordinance officer initialed
the flight schedule?

_: Usually I saw it was ASO and, I believe, the

Ops O.

DIDIDEDION: 'ou never saw the aviation maintenance
officer sign the flight schedule? You never saw maintenance
initials on the flight schedule?

_: It's been a little while. I can't remember

if they had a maintenance officer sign or not.

DIEDIDEDIONN: COkay. What squadron were you in in
MAG-117?

DIEIDEDION : 232 and 121, sir.

DIDIOEDION: COkay. Judge, what do you got?

_: No questions, sir.

DIEIOHOION: Did vou ever fly with DISESHCIONEN

_: I did once, sir.

DIEIOHDION: ov did he do.

DIDIDNOION : ~ctually, pretty well.

RDIEIDEDIOE: Did vou ever fly with [SISESESIONN

DISINDNEN - C cic.
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DISIONDIONEN - ov Gid he o
RDIDIDNOION: 't was -- I did not notice any discrepancies.

We flew one flight. We dropped ordInance on Australia. And

handled the pod well, handled comms. No TCC issues.

DISIONOIONNNN : Oic vou ever 1y vith ISNGNONONEE"
DISIONONON: © id not, sir.
DIDIDHOION: s the —- you said earlier that you're the

squadron XO so you handled kind of the personnel stuff and
discipline stuff and fitrep stuff. So kind of the officer
development stuff. So if a company grade officer was having a
hard time, you know, either legally or having a hard time at home
or having some kind of problem. Would that be something that you

would, perhaps, deal with?

DISEONNON: :cc. ci:
DISIOHOION : O©kay- Did you, were you helping, with out
getting into detail, were you helping SISESHCGIONN ith anv

challenges in his personal life?

RDIDIDERION: That was -- I understand my [inaudible].
That's all.

DIEIOHOION: .!! right. So here's what I'm asking you,
before the mishap where you helping [ISESISION ith anv
personal, administrative, or legal matters?

_: I was not, sir.

DIDIDEOIONN: COkay. Let get into before the mishap.

Were you helping [ESISNEGION +ith any personal, administrative,

or legal matters? [ISISEEISNIN -cfore the mishap?
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DIEIOHDION: Vo, sir.

RDIDIDEOION: 5o vou weren't tracking any legal issues
or any administrative issues with [ISESESIONN -

_: No, sir.

DIEIOHOION: 'crc vou cognizant of ISESICION - c
DISIOHOION c:rccr progression in the Marine Corps?

DEIDEDION: - v DIDIDHDIONN (sic] was 1P'd.

e Py

RIS DISIONOICNN: O:c ¢ <y DISIONONS -

T

DEINIRION: | rcant DIDIDHOION 120 been 1P'd.

RDIEIDIDIONN: Ckay. what avout [DISESHEIONN: Did vou

know that he had been passed over or had he been passed over at

that time?

DISIOHOION : Hc vas not eligible for promotion.

DRI DIEIONDIOEN :: ot eligible for
promotion; 1is that what you believe to be true?

BIDISERION : cCorrect, sir.

DIEIDEDION: o how many years, commissioned service,
roughly, does BISISHOIONN :v<-

DISIOHDION : four to five.

DRI : DI oo v have five years
commissioned service? So you think that [SISHEIISIONN oot
commissioned in, approximately, 2014 or 20157

_: Yes, sir.

DIDIDHODION : oOkav- And you don't think that (NS
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BIEN n2s been passed over for promotion to major?

DISNONENEN . Correct, sir.
DISIONCIONN o=y et sbout ENSNDNONGNENEN: o

was his professional development going? Professionally, how was

he doing? Any concerns?

EIEIONIEN : o, it
EISIONDION - Ocv. ¢oc ISEONUNSNEN c-ken o ohysical

test recently? PFT? Did he run a PFT or a CFT pre-mishap,
recently?

_: I'm not sure when the last one he had run,
sir.

DIDIDEOION: ©°c vou know if he passed or failed his PFT

or CFT recently?

_: If he had failed, I probably would have know
about it.

DISIONDION <o

DISIONDIOR o i

RDIDIDEDION: s there anything outside your priveledged

exposure that you'd like to add to this interview or to my
investigative efforts to help me understand what happened and
why?

RDIDIOHOION: T'his whole experience has been humbling.
I've learned a lot. It caused myself to have a lot of self
reflection. And so I take what I've learned from this

unfortunate incident and move forward.

RDIDIDEDION: s there anyone else that you'd recommend
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that I speak with? Is there anyone that you know that wants to
talk to me that I haven't talked to or anything else you think I

need to look at?

_: Not that I can think of, sir.
DIEIOHOION: Judoge will swear you out.
DEICHDION: ‘- lcase, stand up, raise your right

hand. Do you swear that the statement you provided is the truth

to the best of your knowledge?

EISIONGION - v-:-
_: And, sir, we ask that you not discuss

anything that you talked about with us today other than with your

A and B personnel just because we continue our investigation.

EISIONIGN : o<y
EISEONOION a0k vou, Sit.
EISEDNENON : Thank vou.

[The interview closed at 1021, 29 March 2019.]
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DEIDIDION: 'ccday is Friday the 25th of January,
2019. we're in Iwakuni, Japan. I'n [ISISICIONENNNEEE
assisted by Judge Advocate, [BISISICIONINEEEEEEEEEE ¢ Court
Reporcer, NSNONBNSEN

The next interviewee is [ISESISIOIINNEGEGEGEGEE
DIEIDIDION - lccsc state your full name for the record,
spelling your last name.

() ()% ) (o) SR ) ) (o)
. - S

DGO - ISR o ol
you like me to refer to you during this interview?

DISIORDION DION i finc.

_: -, okay. -, you can call me
- or sir, okay?

e P

RIGICICIONIN -, what is your current job in the
Marine Corps? What's your billet?

DEININIOE: commanding Officer of VMGR-152.

DIEISHOION : ov long have you been in command at 1527

DEISIDIONNE: cince June 15th of this past year.

DRI : ot is your MOS?

_: 7557, Aircraft Commander, KC-130s.
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DIEISHOIONE : ov long have you been a C-130 pilot?
EISIONOION < ince 2002.
DIEIDIDIOE: Roucghly how many hours do you have in the

DEIIDION . [ ictv-five hundred.
DEIDEDIOE: 'hcot qualifications and designations do
you hold in that Herc?
DEIIDIONEE: | hold the Weapons Tactics
Instructor, WTI; Division Lead; Assistant NATOPS Instructor; Fleet
Replacement Squadron Instructor.

DEEISHDIONE: . vou a night systems instructor as

well?

DEIIDIONNEE: | . That qual expired, and since
coming back, with me being in the current position as commanding
officer it takes more of a work-up to get it done than see -- the

juice wasn't worth the squeeze.

DIEISHOIONE : G-ut vou've been previously designated?

T R

DIEIOHOION : Rouohly, how many hours do you have on
night vision goggles?

DEINIDIONEE: ¢ say about 600.

DIEIOHOION : 'hcre were you in December of 20187
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_: December, I was here in Iwakuni.

DEINIDIOE: crc in Iwakuni the whole time? What was
your squadron doing in the first few weeks of December of '187?

DEINIDIONNEEE: - vere doing the MAG ULT exercise.

DEICHDIONE: 'c!! me about that. The purpose of it,
at the unclassified level.

DEINIDIONNE: (- started out as Vigilant Ace and
then I know it switched to the [inaudible] one of her few different
names and then switched down to the MAG ULT and basically testing
different plans. As you said, keep it on the unclass here so
just --

_: So basically, under the mission of the
VMGR, you were providing assault support transport from here to

other bases as well as providing air refueling?

DI  ocolutcly.
DIEISHDION : C<av- Did you attend or participate in

any coordination meetings at the MAG level where you coordinated
your roles and responsibilities with the roles and responsibilities

of adjacent squadrons?

DEIIDIONEE: | o a2t at least one meeting before

that.

_: Like a confirmation or a CUB [ph] or
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anything like that?

EISIOECION :  Confirmation brief actually T was

not at. I believe I was flying that day -- a local mission. But I

did have my XO in attendance, _ [ph], as
well as the Ops O attended a lot of those meetings as well as our
planner for that which is _ [ph] .

DIEISHDION: ' - vou surprised to learn that your
aircrew was conducting air refueling on the night of the mishap?

DRI : | o not surprised.

DEINIDIONE: (ov did you know that they were
going to be tanking that night?

DRI - vcs briefed to me previously. T
knew, kind of, the flows for the week of what we were going to be
doing. It was on the flight schedule.

DEIDIDIOE: 1! ne about your flight schedule. So
you're the squadron commander. You sign this flight schedule?

DISIONOICN © o

RDEIDIOIOE: 2 d vhen you sign a flight schedule, what
kind of information are you reviewing?

DEIIDIONEE: | rcviewing all of it as, kind of,
the last, the final sanity check. But it goes through lots of

checks and balances before it gets me. So it goes through air crew
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training initially, gets viewed by them seeing if people are
unproficient in codes, et cetera, if they need to be signed for the
aircraft, not signed for the air craft or if instructors need to be
on the aircraft. Next it goes to our DOSS, our DOSS reviews that,
we use both MSHARP 2.0 as well as they have their own tracker that
we're starting to lean off of since MSHARP is getting to be a better
product. Initially, there were some rubs with that but they view
for the same reasons to make sure we have qualified people on there
instructing, et cetera. And then next, it goes to the Ops O and it
also goes to the maintenance officer and then it comes to me. So
there's four -- yeah, I believe it's four -- initials on there.

DEIDIDIOE: ov do you come to understand -- you said
initials, so are you presented with a document that has other
people's initials on it?

DEININIONE: - coes through them first before it

gets to me.

DIEICHDIONE: o vour flight schedule has blocks at the

bottom with initials --

e
DEICHDIONE:  for the safety maintenance and

training on 1it?

T S
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presenting that to me?

() ) (). )60

Oh vyou

is.

DISIONOIONN o s
for the 25th of January and I can
which is Air Crew Training; DOSS,
Standardization; Operations;
right-hand corner it actually has

presented with this document,

supervisors in this squadron have

and Maintenance;

you'

brought an example, you're

always carry this with me so it

an example of the flight schedule
see at the bottom it says ACT,
Department of Safety and

and in the bottom
your signature. So when you're

re certain that four of your lead

reviewed this flight schedule and

you're effectively the fifth supervisor and the final supervisor

that signs off on it?

for some few things.

Okay.

that mean?
digit numbers.

Here's an example

code, do you know?

Yes,

You have one block in here that T&R,

That's an EP review,

sir.
And I'm looking at your schedule

what does

Training Readiness.

And underneath that I see a list of four

of a T&R code, 6120. What is that

so they're
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going in the sim to do emergency procedures.

DEINIIOE: o vhen —- and I have your flight
schedules from the mishap, of course, but we don't have them here in
front of me, but when your crews go out to conduct night air

refueling, is there a T&R code associated with that?

e P
DIEISHOIONE : o vou know that code off the top of your

EISIONDICN . bolicve it's 3550,
DIEIOHDION: 'ould it be normal for you to have a

flight schedule that excluded that code and they went out and did
refueling anyway?

DEIIDIONNEE: 0. If we're flying a CAT mission,
so if we're flying just basically a point A to point B mission
hauling cargo --

DIEISHOION : 't does CAT stand for? I'm not
familiar.

RDEINIDION: - Combat Assault Transport.

DIEIOHDION : C<cy- Transport mission. Go ahead.

DRI 'cch- If I'm doing just a transport

mission, in fact, I flew that plane before the mishap crew flew that

plane because Hazi [ph] was the turnaround. But anyway, I flew a
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CAT mission up to (] and -- just hauling cargo up there. There
was no code associated with that for me because that's not a --
that's really not a T&R code for us, unless we're doing EP's, if
that's already planned or whatever, then we have a 6120. But no
codes associated with that so there was nothing next to my name.

RDEEIDIDION: (£ vou were scheduled for a transport
mission and then an hour or two before the brief, some receivers
call up and said we want to tank, and let's say you were able to
approve that, it made sense to approve that, would you change the
flight schedule?

DEIIDIONEEEEE: - maester flight schedule would be
changed. It would be red penned.

DEIDIDIONE: 'c!! me more about that.

DEISIDIONE: ' keep the master on top of the FDO

desk, so in our ready room, you know, the squads refer to them as
ODO, I call them a flight duty officer, FDO. So we keep the master
schedule right there, and myself, I'm the only one that can make
changes to that and do red pen and I'll initial next to any counter
red pen changes that are happening.

DEISIDION: o "hat I'm understanding you to explain
to me is that if a few hours before the brief an adjacent squadron

called your squadron and expressed a desire to conduct air
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refueling, and let's say it's okay to do that, it made sense to do
that, though it would be uncommon but let's say it was safe and
legal, then the FDO perhaps in consort with another trusted agent
like your operations officer would come to you and present you a

piece of paper with red ink changes to it which you would sign?

EISIONOICRN -c i

DIEICHDIONE : . that would therefore be your approval
to execute a change to the flight schedule?

e P S

_: In the absence of that, would it be

acceptable for your crews to go do that?

_: In the absence, it would have to be
dire, you know, dire circumstances.

DEISIDIONE: o VNormal training.

DRI 'ormal training? No. That needs to
happen.

DIEISHDIONE: o if vour crews went out and provided
fuel -- say hypothetically your crews went out and provided fuel and
your flight schedule did not reflect that and you found out about it

after the fact, would you be okay with that?

e P
DIEISHOION : ''ould you perhaps reprimand those crews
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or counsel them?

R P
DIEIDIDION : Could they expect to even sit down a few
days depending on the circumstances?
DEICIDIONNE: 0 They'd be benched immediately.
DEINIDIOE: Ckav. sSo it would be reasonably serious
in your mind?
DEIIDIONEE:  /ocolutely, sir.
DIEIDEDIOE : ¢ why is that?
_: It's unbriefed. I mean, it's, you

know, we have planning processes in place, checks and balances I
mentioned before. From a safety standpoint as well as, it's just a
good sanity check. TIt's good professionalism, good business.
DIEICHOIONE: o vou consider it to be unprofessional
and even circumventing the ORM process?
DRI : Ch-  Absolutely.
DEICHDIONE: o arc vou familiar with the acronym ORM?
DISEONDICN - Voo, [ .
DIEIDHDIONE : Con vou define it for me?
DEICIDIONEE: O-crational risk management.
DEINIDION: Okay. Are you familiar with the term

hazard in the context of aviation? What constitutes a hazard?

10
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DIEIDIOIOE: ov vwould you define that?

DRI (:zard would be any -- put me on the
spot, all right --

DEISIDIONE: -l free to use your own words.

DEININIO: /<1l anything that's going to be a
detriment to safety of flight.

DISIONOION O+

DRI (C ve're talking from an aviation
platform.

DEEICHOIONE: Ckav- So anything that can go wrong,
kind of, can be a detriment is a hazard. What -- how would you
define a risk? And how is the word risk and hazard different, is
what I'm getting at, a little ORM quiz for you here [ISIESN -

DRI 211 right. Risk -- I'm trying to
figure out how I differentiate between the two to tell you the

truth.

DISIONDISNNNN - O:v. Can vou tell me --
EISIONDICNN - con vou have risks that you're

going to assume --

EIEIONOION - - ot tines, and we put mitigating

11
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controls in place.

DEINIDIO: ou nitigate a risk. Okay.
EISINCIOR . -c ci:
DIEIOHDION : C<av- So you're getting to the ORM

process a little bit. So can you tell me a little bit about, in
your own words, what is the ORM process as it applies to executing
C-130 missions and how you incorporate that in your flight schedule?

_: Well part of our briefs, of course,
the ORM process 1is also in check through this process right here, so
that goes along with who is qualified to be flying with whom, what
instructor, you know, if we have a untrained --

DIEIDEDION: o vou're gesturing to your flight
schedule and you're pointing at names, so you would pair the
appropriate crews, crew pairing would be a part of your risk
management process?

_: It would be a part of it, but it's
not -- from a T&R standpoint, so if, you know, obviously you need an
instructor if you have someone getting an initial code on there and
you'd have an instructor that's going to be instructing them.

DIEICHOIONE: [ someone's getting an initial code, how

is that indicated on your flight schedule?

EISIONDICNN - O therc's an x next to the code.

12
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DEICHDIONE: o ['m looking at your flight schedule
here and I see 3700X next to _ [ph], so does that mean
DIDIDEOION s rcceiving a 3700 for the first time?

DEISHDIONE: . is that -- and above that I see
_ [ph], does that mean _ is the
instructor providing that training?

DISIONIOR vcc, ci:

DIEINIDION: 'hcot's different about an initial code

compared to a normal code? What does that mean, you're just -- not
to use the word, but you're doing it for the first time?

DEINIDIONE:  bsolutely. Doing it for the first
time so there's going to be a -- you're going to go over the grade
sheet item by item. Talk them through it, making sure they studied,
that they are aware of procedures before you go up there so you're
not doing on-the-job training, learning on the fly, and the
instructor, of course, knowing they have someone up there that's
brand-new and you're going to go over controls more, talk them
through, just actually, you know, instruct.

Notice there is inherent risk with that, if someone's

never done that before. Now there in the sim, for that code that
you were talking about, now 3700 is an ALZ an Assault Landing Zone.

13
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So short-field landings that we do on improved and unimproved
surfaces. If you're doing that for the first time, absolutely,
there's a lot of risk with landing a 120,000 lbs aircraft, that's --

DIEIOHOION: - there'd be some deliberate risk
management that goes into that, I assume.

0 () A, 0) 6

_: A thorough brief, we'd be more careful
about the weather perhaps.

DI .  0colutely.

DEIOIDION: /' vould talk about takeoff and landing

of your aircraft. And then the student, the pilot under instruction
that's received initial code would then be required to do more
robust academic preparation to ensure that he or she understood the

fundamentals of the task at hand.

e P S

DIEISHDION : C<av- And they know that because there's
an x next to the flight schedule?

EISICNOION - o roc

DEISIDION: 't time of day do you normally publish
your flight schedule on a routine, mid-week day?

DEINIDIOE: 530, around that time.

DEIOIDION: ¢ how early, if you had a 1530 flight

14
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schedule publication, how early would the student be expected to

report -- prepared to brief an event the next day?
DEININIOEE: 'hcyv're not going to be discovering

they have a flight the next day when the flight schedule comes out.
DIEISHDIONE: o are they going to learn of that?
RDEIRINIOEE: 'hcyv'll learn ahead of time. We

have the aircraft prog.

DEISHDION: 'c!! me about the prog, does that stand

for prognostic?

_: To tell you the truth, I do not
know.

DRI : - 's 2 forecast scheduled prog?

DEISIDIONNEE: (- s been called the prog for years

and that's how I've always referred to it as the prog. So shame on

me for using the acronym and not knowing.

EISIONOION -
EISIONOIONN - O Shortencd term, but the prog is

located on our Sharepoint and it's probably the most viewed

document, at least by air crew that everyone's seeing basically

where they're going to be flying for the next month. You know, it

does -- it is somewhat fluid and does change for different reasons,

but for the co-pilots, they're pretty much -- when they're scheduled
15
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for something, they're going to be on it.

EISIONION:  O:--
DEININIOE: ' probably the biggest violator of

having to come off the prog last minute, et cetera, and making it
more of a fluid document just because of CO duties and meetings that
pop up that may have to change. But when that does happen, it's not
happening day of or even day prior, it's usually about a week prior
if that does happen. But co-pilots, they have plenty of time ahead
to know that they're going to be doing this initial flight, they
have time to prepare and we try to give them the courtesy, at least
with that, not trying to throw too many things at them at once.

RDIEIDIDIOE: Ckav. Do you guys use go and no-go pills
at your squadron?

DEIIRIOE: /by rot? Why don't you guys --

DRI : | con't see the need. I think we

have enough CRM, we have multi-pilot aircraft, you know, it's a --

DIEIDIDIONE: s there ever been any discussion about

your flight surgeon dispensing Ambien to your air crews?
_: If an air crew came to you with what you

thought was a legitimate reason to take Ambien, what steps would you

16

Enclosure 137



as a commanding officer take to approve or disapprove that? What
level of approval would be required?

_: I'm not familiar, I mean, that's
honestly something -- the only time I've ever seen go, no-go pills
used OF-1 when I was a lieutenant and we had crews that were flying
behind lines basically and those guys were on light schedules and
using them. That's the only thing I know about it, so because of my
lack of knowledge with this, I merely talk to the flight surgeon, I

don't really talk to MAG CO. It would run up the chain.

DIEIOHOIONE :  'ou vould seek guidance from your MAG CO?

DS - O-cinitely.

DIEIDIODION: ''oculd you reference any key documents as
well, key orders and directives, for information?

DEIIDIONEEEE: 'cch. I'd be looking at the --
formally known as the OPNAV, the SENAV, you know, 3710 and I would
talk to my department of safety and standardization.

DIEISHDION: °c vou have any idea -- would you --

hazard a guess what kind of guidance is contained in the 37107

DEINIDION: | couldn't even speculate because

honestly we just don't use them.

DEIDIDION: o vou'd look it up is what you're

saying?

17
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DRI : ¢ vould look it up.

DEINICIOE: cu's talk to your boss and you'd look it
up?

DIEISHOIONE : '/ould you tell one of your captain's,

don't worry about it, you can take an Ambien if you want, it's no

big deal?

DI o, Si:.
DIEIDIDIOE: ''hcot's the policy inside Naval Aviation
about taking non-prescribed medications of that nature?
DRI - - forbidden.
DIEIDIDIOE: rchibited by OPNAV?
DIEICHOION : CO- SENAV? I guess we have to start

saying SENAV -- that doesn't matter -- so you've had a lot of time
to think about this mishap, I know, and I may ask you some kind of
blunt questions here, okay? What do you think we as a MAG and a
Wing could have done differently to prevent this from happening?

DGO 'c still, kind of, a shock that it

did happen because I've never used the word routine for a mission,

but this is a very standard mission that we do. It's our primary
mission, air refueling. We've done this over and over and over
18
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again, and especially with Fixed Wing Aircraft -- before this
happened it would appear to be lower risk than doing a helicopter
refueling mission because we're flying closer to stall speed, we
have the giant rotors next to our aircraft and that definitely is
more of a pucker factor, if you will, for us flying those type of
missions than a Fixed Wing.

DEEICHDION: - - fixed Wing mission, you're up at
15,000 feet or so, you're in the 200 knot airspeed band -- 250 knot
airspeed band, so nice and fast well [inaudible] speeds.

DISIONOICN - < icn.

DIEICHDIONE: 'ith 2 couple miles of sky below you.

) R

DIEISHDION: "' th high performance receivers that
don't have rotating wings, so you would think if a Harrier F-35 or
Hornet come up, the probability of them striking your air frame

and --

EISIONOION ¢ cccnely, cxtremely off.
DEINIDION: . Haes it ever happened before?
EISICNOIONN - O:r last Class A happened in 1963

over in Vietnam with a F-4 joining up on one of our aircrafts. So
that's the only other time that I -- just knowing that from squadron
history. Now since I've been flying, been in for nineteen and a

19
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half years now, I haven't heard of this.

DIEIDIDIOE: 2vc vou ever heard of a 242 Hornet
having a mid-air collision with a 152 tanker?

EISIICR  201¢, e

DEICIDIONEE: 'c!! me about that.

DRI : ' vc only read the SIR.

DIEICHDION : oo 't disclose any special -- well, I

can't have you tell me what the SIR says. So if your information is
limited to the SIR, then I guess we can't discuss that.
Do you have any information that's outside of the SIR?

DEISIDIONEEE: | hove hearsay information because I
haven't talked to all the people, specifically, about it. 1I've
talked to people that have talked to people. Let's put it that way.

DEEIOHODIONE: ou heard any stories around the bar
about it?

DI  ©acically.

DEICIDION: "1t did those say?

DRI : - ories saying that 242 did not want

to treat this as a mishap. That after it happened, they immediately
started doing work on the plane. It wasn't considered a mishap

aircraft.

DIEIOHDION: 'y do you think 242 made the argument

20
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that striking your airplane with an airplane was not a mid-air
collision?

DRI | hove no idea. It would appear to
be that -- I don't want to point fingers at people or try to throw
people under the bus, but if appears to be almost a cover up, like
someone trying to cover their tracks.

DIEICHOION: /!l the reason that's important. Well,
first of all, what you're referring to has come up in several other
witness statements. So you are not the first person to mention
that. That's how I became aware of it as being assigned this
investigation. And I've been in Marine Corps Aviation since 1991
and I found it odd that I had never heard of that happening in 2016,
because I keep a pretty close track of aviation safety events as a
safety professional myself. So I was surprised to learn that it
happened in '16.

Do you consider the hose in the basket to be part of the

air plane?

DI © .
DEEIOIDION: C<av- So in your mind, if a receiver

struck the hose in the basket. Particularly, if they were not
attempting to affect the field transfer; for example, they were
coming or going from the tanker and side swiped a hose in the

21
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basket, would that be any different than side swiping perhaps the

rutter?

DEININION: | don't see that as being different.

DEISIDION: Ckay- Have you -- do you know if the
2016 event was day or night?

T SR

DEEISIODION: 0o vou know if it was with or without the
use of night vision goggles?

DRI 'hat I'm not aware of.

DIEISHDION : Ckavy- What specific policies were put in

after the 2016 event that affected how you were directed to conduct
air refueling in 2018? Was there additional training, TTP's, or
SOP's put in place at MAG-12, VMFAAW-242, or VMGR, what they did to
prevent the same thing from happening again.
_: Honestly, sir, I don't know. I was
in the Pentagon at the time, when this happened. And, in fact, I
discussed it with 242's current CO because we worked across the
hallway from each other and known each other for years. So he's the
one who actually brought it to my attention, because I didn't hear
it through my community, I heard it from him first. So we discussed
it. Disbelief that that thing happened and that's the first that we
heard of it, because he had his hands on the SIR. And the fact that
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that wasn't really common knowledge, even in the aviation hallway or
anywhere, it was kind of shocking. 1If any controls were put in
place then anything from 152 standpoint, I would hope something
happened with 242 or the MAG procedurally, but not knowing enough

about it --

DISIONDICNNSN . - ¢ o't cpeak intelligently.
DIEIOHDION: 't really concludes the germane

questions that I had for vyou, - I know you spent the last six
or eight weeks thinking about this. If we had to do it all over
again, what do you think we could do differently to prevent this
mishap?

DEINIDIONEEEE: | conise I'm not as familiar with
MAG Ops. We're OP Con to the Wing. So we don't deal with them as
much. ©Not sure how much they're injected in a sgquadron ops or how
things are passed down as far as what mission sets going to be
conducted.

I've heard and, again, this is all secondhand information,
but I've heard that the mishap crew from 242 didn't know they were
tanking until basically prior to the mission, which I find that
that's unbelievable. ©Unbelievable to me, I mean we have planning
processes in place here, there's -- this was an exercise that was
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laid out for a while. Yes, it was a moving target. It did switch,
as I said, from Vigilant Ace on down. But still, the fact that they
were finding, you know, prior to their brief is shocking to me. We

knew what we were doing weeks in advance.

DIDIDIDION: o better communication?
EISIONOICN bcolutely.
DEISHDION: C<ay- What are some steps that you took

with a 24 hour operation? So the mishap occurred at 2 a.m., did you
take any steps as a commanding officer when you selected your crews
for different times a day to mitigate the risk of flying late at
night?

EISIONOIONN : o, v did. We actually had two

NSI's from a pilot standpoint that were up there, very senior crew.
Nov, DISISHOIONEEEE (oh' vas actually expired but he was
legal to fly with another NSI, that's why he was not signing for the
aircraft. That's why (ISISEEIE] (ch) was signing for the aircraft.
So, I mean, we did put controls in place, made sure we had the right
people doing this for the first mission we were doing that late at
night. It was ORM'd heavily from the MAG on down. At least it was
communicated that for me from [(ISESICIOI < Jdid say on many
different occasions that, you know, if you're -- basically take a

knee, if you feel like I'm going too fast, et cetera.
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DEICHDION: - the mishap aircrew who passed away in

the C-130, they are highly experienced or low experienced?

EISIONOIONN - Giohly experienced. Pilot

standpoint, highly experienced.

DEICIDION: -0 pilots. Did you have any new guys

flying?

EISIONDIONN : o1l define new guy, sir. I mean,

we had two --

RDIEIDEDION : ccorle with less than one year in the
squadron. Pilots.

_: No. Well, one in the squadron, yes.

DEEINIDIOE: » the mishap crew.

DISICNCIORS— - - EESNGNONEN (oh] Sust checked

in six months prior.

DEINIDION: Ckav. Let me ask the question
differently. Had ([DJSISEEIEI (ch] conducted night systems air
refueling before as a C-130 pilot?

DRI cs-  He was an NSI.

DEISHDION: - tcll me what NSI means like I don't

know what that means.

EISIONCICNN - iohc Systems Instructor. So he —-

designated only by -- only MOTS can be given the check ride. You
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have to have a certain amount of night hours, I'm just trying to
remember how many it is off-hand, but both high light and low light.
You have to take open and closed book exams. You have to instruct a
slew of events. You have to fly every night systems event that's
out there. So someone that's proficient and has a lot of experience
on goggles are the only people that can become night systems
instructors. You can't make the new guy --

DIEISHDION: o it's sufficed to say he was highly
qualified and highly experienced?

DEICIDIONNE: (- ves highly qualified. Yes, sir.

DEINIDIONEE: - - vhy did you have a more
experienced crew flying the night shift?

DEIIDIONEE: s vas the first night mission,
and I'm not going to throw the new guys right up there. Maybe
people that haven't flown -- both these guys have deployed before, I
mean, - [ph] has deployed numerous times, _[ph] as well.

The point is if you're going to fly a 24 hour ops, you're flying all
around the clock, so I mean people that have done it before also
threw mitigation in there but not flying in the day prior. I think
-[ph] had a sim on Monday and he was standing by on Tuesday and
this happened on Wednesday. Late Wednesday evening, early Thursday
morning. And - [ph] only flew on Monday, he never flew on
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Tuesday either.
Now granted, it takes a little longer to get your

circadian rhythms in check, but it's not like we were flying a
midday mission the day prior. You know, we tried to put some
controls in place with that, but also mitigated by having two NSI's
on there, people with experience.

DEINIDIOE : 'hcn did you have your less
experienced pilots flying during the exercise? During the day or

the night?

DEIIDIONE: - os day missions.

DEISIDIONEE: 2 vwhy did you have your less
experienced pilots flying during the day?

DRI : (- 's just less risk and you're
assuming, I mean, you know, you're putting on goggles, you're field
of view is down, to basically to this.

DIDIDIDIOE: o vou just gestured with your hand.
What's the field of view about?

DISIONOION - (o:cy degrees.

DEICHDION : . vwhat's the field of view with the
naked eye? Roughly?

_: I mean, roughly 180.

DISIONOIONN vo:h. 190
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DEINIDIONNNEE: ou don't have peripheral vision on

goggles, so 1if you want to see something that's over here, you have
to turn the head.

_: And, sir, what steps did you take to
ensure that you had squadron leadership distributed during the
different times during the day when you're flying missions?

DEIIDIONEE: V<!l just that. I mean, we
basically split them up. I don't have the schedule with me from
that day, but we flew a lot of sororities on the first couple of
days of that exercise. So I mean it's just making sure we're not
flying, you know, XO, Ops O, CO, AMOL, looking at division all at
the same time. So they were spread loaded throughout the day, so
- was actually on more of a later afternoon and then did the
evening flight for that week. I flew more and more in the midday or

mornings. I mean, we had leadership back in the squadron.

DEIDIDIONE: o it suffices to say that you recognized

the hazard of flying 24 hour operations and you took your CO, XO,
Ops O, AMO, your key leadership and you spread them out throughout

the 24 hour day.

ISR :ocolutcly.
DIEIOHDION: o that you always had supervision?
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e P
DIEIDIOIOE: . d experienced aircrew men in all flight

DIEISHOIONE: Ckay- That's it. Anything else?

Anything you'd like to add?

_: You talked about, you know, what can

we do to prevent this from our hurt standpoint, honestly I don't

know what else we could've done. Because I think, you know, we had,
as I said, a very senior crew up there. We are taking steps with
lighting, our -- so many of our documents right now from SENAV to

FAA rules, to you name it, are all over the place including our
NATOPS with what lighting should be.

DIEICHDION : . d by that, you mean conflicting
guidance from different sources?

DISIONOIONN :  O<- -

DRI : s sir. Something like position

lights, like basic OPNAV or SENAV. You know, having your position
lights on 30 minutes prior to sunset or 30 minutes after, you know,
sunrise. They're not NVG compatible in our aircraft. So like, when
can we go covert, not going covert? Basically blackens the plane
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out completely, but you do see it on NVG's. You'll see everything
that's going on. So we're running that issue right now with
conflicting and trying to figure out because not all type model
series is conducted the same way.

I know we do aided -- our receivers are aided when they're
tanking. Right now, we're running into issues down in Okinawa
because they're -- we're not in a special use air space with the
shooter track and geology. There's a few tracks down there that
are, kind of, made up. We've been using them for years and it's
come to light. You know, we want to keep our lights on because
you're running a [inaudible] four door from Naha with people coming
in, but it's blowing out the receivers as they come in which is also
a safety fight issue. So we're trying to sit together at a table
and figure out exactly what needs to happen. We're trying to put
changes in from a type model series standpoint. I'm talking to NAV
Air [ph], to see if we could get dimmable position lights, but
that's not going to happen anytime soon. It's going to take some
time, so for right now, we're trying to go with special use airspace
and be able to either go covert if, you know, put enough risk
management into play to do that.

DIEIDIOION: Dccs the C-130 have white lights on the

leading-edge of the horizontal stabilizer that shine forward and
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illuminate the flaps of the wings? The wings and flaps.

DI ' have them. We don't fly with
them on that often, but it's basically like a --

DEISIDIONE: 't are they called?

EISIONOION  C:.

_: No, not the ICE lights, that's not what

I'm talking about. I'm talking about the lights that are at back of
the tail of the C-130 that shine forward that light up the back,
that would basically light up the flaps of the refueling pods with a

white light.

ESECNOICR it pod illunination:
DEEINICIOE: | chink —- I don't know what they're

called.

EISEDNOICNN : ¢ chiok it's & pod illumination

light, I believe.

DIEIOHDION : Ckav- But you know what I'm talking
about?

T S

DEISIDION: o So the ICE light is on the leading
edge wing -- 1is perpendicular to the --

DRI :  :ioht. It shoots it out.

DEIOIDION: '-c°- That's not what I'm talking about.
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So I think you called it a pod light, I thought they were called

tanker lights, but do you guys ever use those?

EISIONCIO - o oftcn.
DIEISHOION : ''hcn would you use or not use them?
DISIONOICNN [ 'C coy eybe like at dusk or

something, you know, when you're, kind of, in that pinky time when
it's not quite you're going to be aided yet but you need maybe to
see better if the receivers are --

_: And it's for the receivers benefit and

not yours, right?

DIEIDIDIONEEEE: ‘ot as much as someone shining in
the back there.

DEISHDION : C<av- And that's that.
[_ was warned, sworn, and departed.]
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[The investigative interview opened at 1638, 24 January 2019.]

g
Thursday, the 24 of January, 2019. We are in Iwakuni, Japan.
DEIIDIONEEEEEEEEE udoe Advocate General and [DESESER
BDISIBEN :c the court reporter. We are interviewing [[ISESISIONE

of VMFA-242 as a witness to the fatal mishap of December 2018.
Bl c:on vou please state your full name and spell your

last for the record.

_: _, how would you like me to
refer to you?

DIEIOEOION : v call sign, sir. My call sign is -

RISIGEGICHN - ZISH

_: Yes, sir.

DEIDIDIONEE: C<2v BBl vou can call me NGN o-

sir as you'd like.

What is your billet in the squadron?

_: The aircraft maintenance officer, sir.
DIEIOHDION : ov long have you had that job?
DISIOHOIONN: csince June of 2018.

DIEIDIOIONE: o long have you been at 242.
DISIOHDIONN:  checked in -- it was 2016. June 2016, sir.
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DISICRIONN O
RDEINIRION: ot positions have you held in the

squadron?
DISIOHOIONN:  vas the WISSO training officer. Then I was
the assistant maintenance officer. Then I was the QAO. I'm

currently in my billet, now.

DEISIDIONE: . ot of time downstairs?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDECDION: 'hcre were you in December of 2018.

DIEIOHOIONN:  vos in Iwakuni, sir.

DEIOIDION: ''hat was your role in the MAG ULT?

DIDIOEOIONN: [ ves still functioning as the AMO and I was
flying missions as scheduled daily.

DEISIDIONE: ''hcot crew were you on?

_: I was on the swing crew, so I would fly.

DEICIDION: o vhet was your working day?

DISIOHOIONN: ' trying to think the -- the first day I was

on nights that night. So I flew and I came in around noon. I flew

a night mission.

EISIONONONNNN : Oic chat micsion gof
DISIGNONGNN : voc. civ
DIEIOHDION : C<cv- And then, where were you during
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the mishap?

DIDIDEOIONN: | vas at home in bed.

DEINIDION: 'hot was your crew day on the day of the
mishap? Like when did you come in to part the spaces?

DISIOHOIONN:  think I showed up that morning around eight
or nine-ish. So I landed, debriefed, and got out of there to allow
adequate rest and everything. Then I showed up the next day and I

was fragged for a fly, a pit-fly to NG} ard back to here, sir.

DISEONCICN : - Ticsday?
_: Tuesday was the fifth, correct?
DIEICHDION: o Tuesday was the fourth.
RDIDIDEOIONN: co on the fourth I flew the night op.
DISIONIOR— O:-

DISIOHOIONN: o [ flew the night op and on the morning of

the fifth, or the after day of the fifth.

DEICIDION: 'hct's just enough time to get home,

sleep, and get right back in?

RDIDIOHOIONN: Ycah. So I think I flew Monday night.
DEISHDION: o You came back and flew Tuesday

morning.

DIDIDHOIONN: Tucsday to _ Came home and went to bed.

And then, four hours later I got the phone call that the crash had
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happened.
DIEIDEOION: cu night have skipped a day there
because I think on Wednesday was the day of mourning and I think

they canceled all of the day flights on that one day.

DISNONONONN: "hot ves the day T went to [NGNEN
RDIEEIDIDION: cut T understand the gist of what you're

saying.
Okay. So you've been here since 'l6. You've worked
downstairs. Do you wear a dry suit very often?

DISIOHOIONN: 'cs/ sir. When the water temp is below 60 or

outside air temps or windshield adjusted is below 32. And/or.

DIEIDIDIOE: ov do you know to wear a dry suit? Does

ODO brief you that or

RDISIOHOIONN : 000 generally briefs it to one of the senior

air crew. If he doesn't brief it, then I will make him brief it.

DIEIDHDION: ''hcre are the references that guide you

to wear a dry suit?

DIDIOHOIONN: (c's in the SEANAVINST, formally known as the

OPNAV instruction.

DISICNOION 70
DEIDIDION: Okav. What does it say about dry suits,

just generally. I mean I know we're not looking at tables, but,
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just generally, what does it say?

DIDIDHOIONN: 't says if the water temperature is below 50
degrees, you shall be afforded the opportunity to wear one.

There is never a "shall" in there.

DIEISIDION: "1t does it say about search and rescue
capabilities in that section?

DISIOHOIONN: s far as on station time and everything?

) ) (). 0)0)

DIDIDNOIONN: | know there's the chart for height-weight body

fat --

DEISIDIONE: o Vo. What does it say about how long

it takes to get somebody picked up if you pull the handle in that

section?

DIEIOHOIONN: 2 < vou saying, like, a time it should take or

you shall not fly if it takes longer? I don't know, sir.

DIEISHDION : C<av- That's a good answer.
DISIOHOIONN: "hat do you know about the search and rescue

capabilities here at Iwakuni before the mishap?

_: I knew a lot because I was involved in the 2016

Class A mishap when Red Stripe passed away.

DISIONOICNNN : 1! nc about that.
DISIOHOIONN:  vas airborne the night that it happened and I
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was in a different air space about 180 miles away. But I heard the

guard call go out.

DISIONOIONNN <1l ne more.
_: I landed. I had about 15 to 20 minutes of fuel

left. I was close to a field and I landed. I went through the
pits, topped off, and then sat stripler awaiting the call to launch,
but it never came. I ended up shutting down after about an hour and
a half of sitting stripler that night. And then, over the ensuing
weeks, we got CAPES brief from the CHASDIV from their US-1, US-2,
and all of their EO, IR, DF capability and everything they had. So
that was pretty familiar with all of their capabilities, sir.

RDIEIDIDIOE: o how long did it take to find the

mishap crew to whom you refer?

DISIOHOIONN: 'hcv found his body at about 20 hours later,

sir.

DEISIDION: "o zcro hours?

DISIOHOIONN: 'cs/ sir. He crashed at about 1900 on the -- I
can't remember what night of the week it was. But he went down

about 1900. And it was about 1400 or 1500 the next day when they

found his body.

DEININION: Dicd esircraft locate his body or was it

a ship?
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DISIOHOIONN:  think it was a Japanese sea plane. I don't

know. None of MAG-12 actually located him.

DIEIDEDION: o based on that experience, was that
mishap was a similiar distance and a similar air space to this one?

DIDIOHODIONN: ' cxact same air space.

RDIEIDECDION: c:scd on that experience, do you have the

impression that it could take about 20 hours before you could be

recovered if you had ejected?

S R
DIEISHDION: - hovw long do you think it would take

you to get recovery if you ejected?

DIDIDEOIONN: £ T was responsive and able to talk in my

radio or make something, I would say probably about 3 or 4 hours.

DIEICHDIONE: : to 4 hours if you could push to talk on
your radio or whatever.

_: From best assessments, the ejection killed him.

EISICROIOR Oy

RDIDIDHOIONN: < vaes not responsive at all. If the

assumption being you could get on your Sea-Cell radio or whatever
and hit IMO or talk to somebody then yeah. Because there were

assets on station within 2 to 3 hours at the previous mishap.

DIEISHOION : C<av- How long do you think you would
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survive in 68 degree water without a dry suit or an exasperation
suit based on your training? Based on your Navy aviation/Marine
Corps training?

DISIOHOIONN: ¢ say probably around 30 minutes tops.

Depending on if you couldn't get in your raft.

DRI : cch. Let's say you couldn't get in your
raft.

DIEIOHOIONN: ' say 30 minutes tops, sir.

DEIDEDIOE: 20 minutes. So 30 minutes until you're

unconscious I think is what you mean. And how many minutes do you
think until you're dead?

BDIDIDHOION : Decreased heart rate and everything with cold

water, you may last about 10 to 15 minutes. I don't know.
DEISIDIONE: o it's just your impression that you
would die within about an hour in 68 degree water without a dry

suit. Is that, kind of, like, your rough impression?

DIDIDHOIONN: Cive or take a little bit, sir.
DEINIDION: .d is it also your impression that it

would take 2 or 3 hours for somebody to find you and get you out of
the water, based on about what you previously said about SAR assets

in Iwakuni?

DISIOHDIONN: - vou're going purely off of organic SAR
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assets, yeah I'd say a good rule of thumb would be a couple hours.
Now if you get lucky and there's a boat or there happens to be a
US-1 already in the air, they divert and it may be sooner. But
generally, all things being equal, you're looking at a couple of
hours.

RDIEIDIDIOE: Ckav. sSo what I'm hearing you say is
it's your general impression that if you eject and intrasouth

without a dry suit in 68 degree water, you are going to die.

DIDIDEOION: £ vou can't get in your raft?
DEISIDION: o If you can't get in your raft, you

are going to die. I'm just trying to figure out as the senior guy
how you would brief that. Informed by your experience and informed
by your training,

DIEIOHOIONN: ¢S degree water. I would have to look at a
chart. That's just me guessing right here off the hip, sir. But
I'd say you got an hour or so, tops. And then, incapacitation sets
in.

DEEIDIDION: o vou have about this much time to live
and this much time to get picked up. And I'm not trying to be
flippant with you, but I'm trying to, kind of, role play if I was a
new Captain at 242 and you and I were having this discussion on

whether to wear the dry suit.
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If the discussion went much like ours is now, would you be
inclined to tell a guy "wear your dry suit. You're probably not
going to live long enough for somebody to pick you up?"

_: Not at 68, I mean, if he gets in his raft. And
I know for a fact you can live for 4 to 5 hours without a dry suit

in 68 degree water.

DISIONDNONNNNN ¢ vo: et in & raft:
DIEIOHOIONN: - vou get in a raft.
RDIEEIDIDION: Gcut if you don't get in the raft then

it's a lot less than what you'd think.

DISIOHOIONN: | con't think it's of certainty, but I think

your chances.

ll: So I'm a captain in your squadron and I Jjust checked in.
So what I just took from that conversation was either wear your dry
suit or make sure you get in the raft.

DIEIOHDION: Ckay- That's fair. I'm just trying to
understand perception. It's not an ATOPS quiz. I'm not counseling
you.

DISIOHOIONN: 'ruthfully, I've never thought of that aspect

of it too much.

DEINIDIONE: o vou wouldn't wear a dry suit in those

conditions?

10
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_: 68 degree water, no.

DEEIDIDIOE: » the intra south?

DISIONOION. : o

DISIONOIONN :  Ac niohtl

DISIONOION. : o

DEIIRIOE: o if it was in the context of this
mishap, so 2 a.m., 200 miles offshore you would also not be wearing

a dry suit?

_: No. 68 degree water, I wouldn't wear it.

P R

DISIOHOIONN: vou've been to MCRD. You've probably worn one,
sir.

DISIONIOR -

DISIOHOIONN: 'hcv're a huge pain. Do you know what I mean?

_: Yeah, I get it. I didn't like it either.

Let's talk about night vision goggles. What's your total

time in the hornet?

_ About 13 or 1400, sir.

DIEISIDION : < roughly, how much time do you have on
the goggles?

RDIDIOHOIONN : rProbably between 150 to 200 hours.

_: Of those 200 hours, roughly how much time

11
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wearing the ANVS-117?

_: The ANVS-11, that's the new AMCD's, correct?

DISIONOIONNNN : i

DIEDIOHOIONN: 'h:t's the newer mod?

DISIONOION (s

RDIDIDEOIONN: [ ve probably got a third of my time in those.

DEISHDIONE: o ravbe 60 hours or so?

DIDIOHODIONN: 'cah- Give or take. Yes, sir.

DIEIDIDION: ''hcn you transitioned from the ANVS-9 to
the ANVS-11, what kind of training did you receive?

DISIOHOIONN: '/ oot the brief from the MAG AMPSO, the full
brief, with -- I'm trying to remember what it was. It was two years
ago. We were required to get the full brief from the MAG AMPSO
about the illusions and hazards. The differences, really the
biggest take away, was hey you're visual QD is a little bit less
when the NBCD's are the PBS-9's. And there was the briefed
potential of inverted symbology that had been noted in the hornet
community, like, twice at the time.

DIEICHDION: 1ot about -- were you briefed about
anything different about the capabilities of the two goggles and

low-1light level conditions. If one performed better in low light.

DISIOHOIONN: 'cah- I'm pretty sure it was the older model
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that performed better in low light and, generally, had better QD
overall.

EISIONOIONN : Ok -

_: I prefer the 9's over the 11's, but the 11's

obviously give you the symbology and weapons queuing. All of that

stuff.

DIEISHDION: o aturally -- and I understand that
you're a WISSO -- but naturally you've been in the tanker many times
at night.

What kind of lighting integration do you normally see from

the tanker at night? Overt, covert, or lights off?

RDIDIDEOIONN : Generally, it will be overt during the join.
DISIOROION O
DISIOHOIONN: 2d then once we get stabilized in echelon,

then depending on flight lead, you know it's pilot dependent. I'm a
WISSO. It doesn't matter to me. I don't care if you say goggles on

or goggles off. Whatever you feel most comfortable with.

DISICNOIONN 11 iohc.
DISIOHDIONN: ~2d generally, once you get stabilized in

echelon, then we'll talk about it and the pilot will make the call

like, hey. We request covert or we request overt.

EISIONDION O
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DIDIOHOIONN: cither way, we'll tank. Most guys like covert

while they're in. And then, once we're stabilized by the tanker I
generally won't let guys join with covert lighting because it let's
you Jjudge closure a little better, altitude, and -- plus if you've

ever tanked off of covert, I'm sure you have.

DISEONOIONNN [ have.

DISIOHOIONN: 'cah- I'm sure you know what it looks like.
It's hard to see until you get right up on a guy.

DISIONOIONN i<

DISIOHODION o overt until we get stabilized at about a .1,
then go covert and drift back out to tank.

RDIEEIDIDION: 'hot about -- what do you know about the
external lights on the C-130 as far as what kind of lights they have
to aid in tanking? Marine Corps KC-130J7

DIDIDEDIONN: [ rcan, we've got the overt. They've got the
covert. We've got the light at the back of the casket that you
should be able to see when you push the basket in. You should be
able to see that in overt and covert.

DIEISHOION : °ccs = C-130 have white lights on the
leading edge of the horizontal stabilizer that they can turn on and
illuminate the back of the tanker? Have you ever heard or seen

those used?

14
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_: If they do, I've never seen them used, sir.

DRI : Ck:v. And how many hours do you have on
the hornet?

DISIOHOIONN: 'ike 13 or 1400, sir.

DIEISHDIONE: . d how many times do you think you've

been in the night tanker in 1300 hours? How many times do you think
you've been in the Marine Corps KC130-J night tanker in your whole

career?

RDIDIDEOIONN: [ couldn't even count. Dozens.

DO cncv? Fifty?

DISIOHOIONN: -::obebly fifty at least. If not, then one
hundred.

DEIDIDION: o in about fifty times, you don't have
any recollection of anybody turning on the lights in the horizontal
stabilizer to illuminate the back of a C-130 -- that shine forward
and illuminate the flaps and the basket and the whole area behind
the wing of the C-130 for the aid of the crew receiving fuel?

RDIDIDHOIONN: 'hen you say shine forward, so it's on the

horizontal stab?

DEISIDION: -0 [t's like a landing light on the

horizontal stab that shines forward.

_: But the basket sits out behind the horizontal

15
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stab.

DEINIDIOE: 'hc stab does.

DIDIDEDIONN: co if it shines forward -- you said it lights
the basket up?

DIEISHDION: - coesn't. It lights up the flaps in
the wing route and the back of the wing of a C-130. Have you ever

heard of anything like that?

_: I don't recall it, sir.

R g

DISIOHDIONN: ost of the time I've got goggles on and we're
covert when we're tanking off.

R Ry

DRI : 'hcot is the field of view of the night
vision goggles? How many degrees?

DI O

DEINIDION : ¢ vwhat's the field of view of the

naked eye roughly?

_: I think it's about 270. ©No, not 270. It's out

to here --

EISICNOION : o 210 sound familiar?
DIDIOHOIONN: ¢ sounds about right. I know you're QD goes

down, you know, from like 20/20 here to 20 whatever -- 200 out here.

16
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DISEONONON - o
Any discussions about go pills and no-go pills for the MAG
ULT?

DISIOHOIONN:  rcrember —- I was sitting at home and
somebody asked the question over text and I remember the flight
doctor came back quickly with a, hey. This is the order, whatever.
This is the order and not approved and whatnot. I didn't think too
much about it because I was like, "Dude, we're only flying two
nights in a row. Like it's not like we're doing sustained combat
ops." And I never engaged any more than that other than seeing that
one message, sir.

RDIEIDIDION: o vou think it's unusual that they went
to the tanker that night? Were you expecting to take that night,
the mishap air crew, based on your knowledge of what was going on
with the ULT?

DISIOHOIONN: " uth be told, that night I just knew those
guys were scheduled to fly that night. I did not know that night
what exactly they were scheduled for because I had been out and I
flew —- I ended up flying three flights that day to _ So I

went to - We were not allowed to land there. We were told to

do low approach only. When we came back to Iwakuni, I was told to
hit the pits. And whoever outside the squadron was able to
17
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coordinate us to be able to land at [(JJGN to go back and try
again.

so I went back to (NN T landed. We were allowed to
land that time. We had Marines staged over there. I ran through
the high pits and I topped off. And then, I flew a third flight
back here to Iwakuni. And by that time, I had been in the jet for
who knows how long. I think I flew like --

DEEICHDIONE: o vou flew three flights, but it was

really four laps right?

It was there and -- so it was there, back, there, back.
But the first time was just a low pass, so that's why you're saying

three.

EISEDNDNCNN - Oy T oot it.

So you land -- you went up there once and didn't land and
came back. Another time you went there and landed. So you had
three landings.

DIDIDHOIONN: Ycs/ sir. And they were all you know just
nav-lags back and forth just to land at [JEGH] ard test out the fuel
pits. But -- so I did not look at the flight schedule that day at
all because I was gone pretty much all day briefing, debriefing, and
flying three landings. So I knew those guys were flying at night.
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I didn't know exactly what they were doing.

DEINIDIOE: s it common to go do something that's
not on the flight schedule? Like, is it common to be scheduled for
a FAM and then go to a tanker? Is that a common occurrence?

DISIONOION. : o

DIEIDIDIOE: ould you find it unusual if you showed
up for a flight brief and the flight schedule said -- did not say
tanker and did not have tanker notes, and only had FAM on there.

Would you find that unusual that you're going to the

tanker?

DISIOHOIONN: - depends on who I was flying with.
EISIONCIONN -1l vou're flying vich DENESNSNSNN

He Jjust starts briefing the tanker.
Would you find that unusual if it wasn't on the flight
schedule?

_: I may find it a little unusual, but based on
the, I guess, on the exercise we were doing that week with, you
know, the Sumo's and going down doing the air refueling and what
not. I wouldn't have thought it because we were doing, you know,
coordinating between squadrons and what not. I wouldn't have
thought that it was that unusual. Especially when the guys were
qualified, current, and not what I would consider junior guys. They
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had all tanked at night. So I wouldn't have thought that was too
outside the realm.

DIEIDEOIOE: 'culd you consider that a flight schedule
change, adding a TNR code?

DISIOHOIONN: CDOcrends on what the code is.

DIEINIDIOE: 'hc code is tanking.

DISIOHOIONN: '-rnking 2011 code? He's already qualified and
current on everything with the tanker.

EISIONCICR (-

DISIOHOIONN: - 's hard to say at this point. I mean,

hindsight of me knowing what I know now, realtime at two in the
morning, I may have tried to call the CO or the XO to get approval
for it. But it was two in the morning and everybody is on --

DEICIDIONE: !l let's say your briefed and it's
22007

I'm not asking you to throw darts at your squadron mates.

I'm just trying to understand what the perception would be in
[inaudible] that would be doing something that's not on the flight
schedule and what constitutes a flight schedule change requiring CO
approval and what doesn't.

RDIDIDHOIONN: | vould say adding a tanker for that mission

would not -- I probably would have -- if I couldn't have got a hold
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of the CO, I probably would have done it based on the crew that was
flying that night. If the mission -- if we swap names for anybody,
you know, different guys flying with different guys or name swaps
or, I would say, any significant mission change like, "Hey. We're
going out to do air-to-air and not we're going to go do night pop
attacks, low altitude type stuff." Yeah, absolutely no.
Like any name changes, any significant mission changes, or

significant time changes.

DEININIOE: o i you couldn't get a hold of the
CO, who else in the squadron would you go to for a schedule change?

DIIOHOIONN: [ vould go to the XO.

DI ¢ after that?

DISIOHOIONN: 'hcn it's down to me and the OPSO. But at that
point, 1f I can't get a hold of the CO or the XO --

DRI 2d what shift was the CO on?

DISIOHOIONN: ' think he was on morning shift.

DISEONOIONN - O, 0PSO°

DIDIDHOIONN: | vos on the swing crew with the XO because T
was flying with the XO that day.

ISR O

_: And then, the OPSO -- I don't remember.

DEISIDIONEE: - there any other field grades on the
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swing shift?
DIDIDEOIONN: Ycah. Me and the XO. I don't remember.
DIEIIDIOE:  (ov about the night shift?
DISIOHOIONN:  con't remember either.
e R
DISIONDION :  So:-
DIEICHDION: o vou normally review the flight
schedule?
_: Yes, sir.
DEISIDION: - "hat means?
DISIOHOIONN: Usually the [inaudible] brings it down to my

office. I will look at it. I will bring my MMCO in as well and
maybe my maintenance chief -- maintenance control chief. I'll bring
those guys in.

I, generally, got a pretty good handle on what Jjets are
RBA numbers and what we're expecting, but I'll just bounce it off of
him. Like, "Hey. Do you guys see anything on here we can't support
like turn times, you know, or numbers we're expecting on RBA?"

Things like that. But, generally, I review it everyday,
sir.

DIEIDIOIONE: o do you document the fact that you

reviewed 1it?
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DIDIOHOIONN: Usually there is a sheet. It wasn't on the

schedule itself, but the schedule writers have, like, their sheet
and it was a separate piece of paper that I would initial that I had

reviewed it.

DISIONOION O+
RDEIIDION: 2 d that was a practice during the

exercise?

DISIOHOIONN: - has been practiced ever since I've been the
maintenance officer.

DI -

DEISIDIONE: s chere anything you'd like to add about
the mishap, circumstances of facts?

DEISIDIONEE: | can, obviously, you guys have

thought about it and talked about it a lot. 1Is there anything that
you think the Marine Corps or the wing or the MAG could do different
or better to reduce the probability of a like-incident in the
future?

Be frank.

DISIOHOIONN: [ vould say, looking at the operational

tempo -- and you, kind of, nailed it with everything you listed off
before we even started talking, sir -- was looking at operational
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Enclosure 138



tempo and being able to keep out aircraft healthy, which will then
transfer to more proficiency and more flight ours.

DEEIDIDIOE: o vou feel like we're more like on the
backside of the readiness generation curve because we're just living
hand-to-mouth with flight hours generation down the barn.

_: I would say, I mean, our team this summer -- I
mean we went to Australia. Our cargo did not show up for 31 days
until after we arrived.

RDIEIDIDION: ov did that affect your ability to

operate as a maintenance department?

DISIOHOIONN: '/ had to get a significant amount of tools and
support equipment from the 75 squadron. The AUS and the resinate
raft squadron. We had to get a lot of support from those guys.

DIEIOHDIONE: D that reduce the efficiency of

maintenance man hours?

DIIOHOIONN: [ vould say yes. I don't have the quantifiable
data, sir. But, yeah, I had to send guys home.

DEINIDIOE: D" d it make it harder to do you job well?

_: Yes, sir.

DISIONOION O+

_: And then, of course, our cargo didn't arrive

until 31 days after. And then, our tanker got delayed over -- I
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think we ended up staying an extra three weeks down there.

And then, of course, that was driven by the typhoons.
There was typhoons in Guam, typhoons in Hawaii, that delayed 2 or 3
other F-18 squadron's movements from -- I'm sure you probably
remember from being in the G-5. There was one squadron that was
retrograde back to Beaufort. Another one coming out of Mirimar when
we were in Australia. So our tankers effectively got delayed for
two and a half to three weeks while we were in Australia.

Everybody was expecting us to be gone. So the AUS pretty
much cut loose all of their air-traffic controllers and most of
their support agencies. And we were only able to fly, like, an FCF
or a ConHop, one of the two flights a day for those two and a half
weeks while we were Jjust waiting on tankers.

And then, you know, we come back and we had maintenance
inspections followed by, you know, visual aids being canceled. And
then, it gets turned into another exercise.

DEEISHDION: :on = meintenance officer's perspective,
when a visual aid, would it have been more effective for you to just

spend that time grooming airplanes?

EISIONONONN . bsolvtely, sir.
DEIDIDION: ''hot kind of things would you have done

to groom airplanes?
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_: I would have, I mean, one I'm short on manpower

right now, specifically air framers. And that's my big thing.
Obviously, this jet is old. It takes air frames. That's probably
the preponderance of my workload downstairs.

And I've been working with -- were you ever a maintenance

officer, sir?

DIEIOHOION Ckavy- So I've had zero CDI's in my air frame

shop for almost three months now.

DIEISHDION: o how do you get things signed up? Do

you have to use the CDQ form?

_: I mean, I have three CDQ's. I've got two

gunny's and a staff sergeant. One's my QAR, so that's not his
primary job to be out there turning wrenches anymore. The other one
is the division chief. And then, the third one -- he's getting
ready to PCS and he was working in corrosion control. So really, my

three guys are doing the work of corporal and sergeant CDI's most of
the time. And the preponderance of my workload is air frames. So
that's really been my hamstring over the last few months. But, vyes,
we would.

DEIDIDIOE: ''hot do you contribute that to? Why do

you think 242 has a low number of qualified maintenance personnel,
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or is that true fleet wide or is it worse here?

DIDIDEOIONN: | couldn't speak for the entire fleet, sir. T
would say a lot -- I'm trying to think of how Headquarters, Marine
Corps just fixed this problem in the last few months. So instead of
sending Marines out on two-year orders, they are now sending them
out on three-year orders. So it used to take about two years to
make a CDI -- get them to corporal and make them a CDI. When they
get that two-year mark, see you. I'm going to MAG-11. I'm going to
Miramar. Now we get them for an extra year, but we haven't really
got to see the benefits of that yet because it just went into place.
So I think that's going to be a big help and I have a lot of Marines
that weant to extend out here. That's helping out a lot, but I
think it's just getting guys out here with the overseas screening

process and then just the stigma of --

EISEONDNONNNNN . :iove? hat do you mean:
DISIOHOIONN:  rcan, just, you come out here and, you know,

it's living in a foreign country. You know, maybe you don't have
all of the rights that you would have back in the states and the
freedoms and what not. So, and then, plus being away from your

family in the long term, sir.

DEIDIOION: ''crc vou at Beaufort before?
DISIOHOIONN:  vas at resident EWS before, sir. And then, I
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was at MAG-31.

DEEIDIDIOE: 11, 2 lot of guys at MAG-31 there are
fighting and trying to get out to MAG-12.

DIEDIOHODIONN: ¢ say find it.

DIEICHDION : Vcking efforts for guys like call-in or
MMOA or MMEA depending on who they were and then requesting orders
from MAG-31 to MAG-12.

DISIOHOIONN: [ cdon't think I've ever heard of anybody
requesting orders to come out to MAG-12.

DISIONOION : iy s chat?

DIEICHOIONE: o rcople ever request to go from here to
Miramar?

_: Yes, sir.

DISIONOIONN : v s chate

RISIOHOIONN : Bccause you're in San Diego. You get more
freedom and less --

DIEICHDION : D o vou think that as a second of fact in
readiness in MAG-11? Do you think MAG-11 gets more and higher
quality people because of their location and perhaps it's more
difficult to get the right numbers to the right people in Iwakuni
because of our location, overseas screening, and other topics which

you've touched on?
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DISIOHOIONN:  think it's got something to do with it, sir.
DIEISEDIOE : Ckay- You checked into 242. I think I

have June of 2016 written down here.

Is that correct?

DIDIOHOIONN: 'hat's correct, sir.
DIEIDIDION: ovc vou ever heard of 242 having a

midair collision with a tanker before? 1Is it possible that on April

the 28th, 2016, 242 had a midair collision with a tanker?

RDIDIDHOIONN: (c's very possible.
DIEISHOIONE: o vou know much about that?
DISIOHOIONN:  think it happened, you know, like I said a

couple months before I had checked in. I checked in and I was
getting ready to be the training officer. I never got -- I read the
SIR a little bit. It was briefed at some point at my first -- I
don't remember. At some point since I've been in the squadron, it
has been briefed, but yeah.

DIEIOHOION: ''ho ves the commanding officer when the
accident took place?

DISEONDICN - 0 DISENONON iniciace a field
flight performance board on the mishap air crew?

DISIOHDIONN : ot to my knowledge.
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DEICIDION: > he initiate a preliminary inquiry or

a command investigation?

RDIDIOEOIONN: ' do not know, sir.

DIEIOHDION: o vou know if he initiated an aircraft

mishap award or if that was [SISESHCICHINEEGEEEEEE -
DISIONONONN: ¢ cvivk i oo ESEONENSE
DIEICHOIONE: o cdo vou have the impression that a

mishap happened when Q] was the CO and then a week or two later

there was a change of command that - took over, and, then, -

initiated an AMB.
Would that be your perception as you recall it being a
member of the squadron at the time?
DISIOHOIONN: 'at's generally what -- I couldn't swear to
all being fact, sir. But, generally, from what my understanding

was, that's kind of what I --

DEEIDIDION: ¢ vou know the mishap aircrew?
DIEIDIOIONE: crc vou working in the operations

it

department in June and July of 'l6 and the months after the mishap?

_: Where were you working you said?
DISIOHOIONN:  showed up and I initially -- I did about a
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month at the S-4 as the Alpha.

EISIONONONNNNN : O::y. vou were the S-4 quy.
_: I didn't mention that at first because I was

only in there for like a month or a month and a half. And then,

when the training officer PCS'd, they were like you're in.

DEINIDIOE: o that was like August of '167?
DISIOHOIONN : 2cout August or September is when I took over.
DEISIDIONE: . o @ training officer, you would

have had some role in aircrew scheduling. Are you aware of the
mishap aircrew being on conditional flight status or something of
that nature?

DISIONDIONN : Vo, it

DIEIOHDIONE: D vou ever see the aircraft, or
photographs of the aircraft, after the mishap?

DIEDIDEDIONN : ©f 2pril in '16, sir?

DIEISHDIONN: - oy have.

_: Nothing sticks out?

DISIOHOIONN: Vothing sticks out, sir.

DIEISIDIONE: D¢ vou ever hear the mishap aircrew talk
about what happened? Did they ever brief it or --

DIEIOHDIONN:  think they did. I was into it a little bit.
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But bottom line, those guys screwed up. They hit the tanker and
that could have been mitigated.

DEEINIDION: 'hot part of the hornet hit what part of

the tanker as best as you recall?

DISIOHOIONN:  think it was a left wing that took the hose

off.

DEISIDION: ''hcn vou say, "took a hose off," you mean
like the hornet had it's probe extended and it was effecting the
fuel transfer and somehow underrun so far that the wing hit the hose
and cut it?

DIDIOHOIONN:  think they were, at some point -- I think
they were getting ready to depart the tanker in some form or
fashion, just from my recollection. This is 50-50, but they were
getting ready to depart the tanker and snatched the hose off with
the left wing.

DEEISHDIOE: o it's your recollection then that they
were done with fuel transfer and were departing the tanker. And as
they were departing the tanker, they struck one of the hoses -- one

of the hornets struck one of the hoses and cut the hose?

DIDIOHOIONN: 'hat's my recollection, sir.
DIEIDIOION: 2d the hose fell into the sea?
DISIOHOIONN: [ rcver asked that gquestion. I would assume it
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did.
DIEIDEOIOE: Ckav. Do you know or do you recall the
mishap pilot's name?
DISICRDIONN - Oo-- DISICNOIGN - 2 21l sion?
_: Yes, he does.
DISIGRDION - -c - ESEONONON -1l cion?
DIEIDEDION : ''hat does that stand for?
DISIOHDIONN: ish to C-130 airborne.
DEIDIDIO: [ ish to C-130.

So you think we had a midair collision and we did an AMB
and you gave him that call sign and just kind of pressed? Is that

typically your perception?

DIDIDEOIONN: 'hat's what happened, sir.
DIEISHOION : "1t specific procedural changes were put

in place at MAG-12 after that accident?

DIDIDHOIONN: [ cdon't know if it was anything put in

procedural place in MAG-12, but I know our UCL at the time, now

retired ISISHOIONEEEE 2 'crv adamant. He put it in the

squadron SOP that a round tanker is within 10 nautical miles of a

tanker. You will do nothing but tanking. You will do no tanking
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admin procedures. You will do no admin procedures. You will Dbe
focused on the tanker.

DO o DISIONOION - e Ao offort

to mitigate that risk by the ways he just described?

DIEIOHOIONN:  sav him fail a guy in night vision check ride
one night because he didn't do anything safe around the tanker, but
he did something nonstandard with the radios. And he failed a guy
on his night wvision check ride.

DISIONOIONNN : so it sounds 1ike DNSNENUNCE

took the situation very seriously.

DISIOHOIONN : c ves very serious. And I know -- I can't
remember the specifics -- but I know he hurt some young pilots
feelings for fooling around by a tanker. That's why this whole
scenario, or situation, is beyond me on how it happened because I've
been here the whole time. 1I've seen these guys get beat up for it
for two and a half years.

DIEISHOION: /o there any discussion about -- I
assume that the April 2016 incident was at night in low light
conditions with the use of night vision goggles and the tanker was
in the covert lighting position. I've heard other people tell me
that and I believe that to be true.

And I also believe that to be true for the 2018 mishap.
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So it's the same squadrons doing the same thing with the same
lighting conditions with similar night vision goggles.

With that in mind, was there ever a discussion about
adjusting the lighting condition of the C-130, or ever a discussion
about doing tanking with goggles up to mitigate risk?

So after the 2016 mishap that was strikingly similar to
the 2018 mishap, were there any procedural changes aside from
Lieutenant Colonel's direction of no tack admin around the tanker?

BIDIOEOIONN: Vothing procedural. I mean, I've heard it
briefed my whole career with the guys and I've briefed the guys
before we go to the tanker like take an assessment, put the goggles
down. If they're working for you and it's increasing your
situational awareness or your ability to tank then use them.

But it's always been stressed to especially younger guys
like, hey if the goggles -- they're sensored. If they're not
helping you on the tanker or they're getting in your way or
degrading you SA or whatnot, flip them up and tell the tanker to
turn his lights on. I mean, we've always briefed that guys have
that option.

DIEISHDIONE: s chere anything you'd like to add or

clarify on what we talked about?
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0

[The investigative interview closed at 1713, 24 January 2019.]
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RDIEIDIDIOE : Okay. We'll get going. This is about
1430 on the -- what is today? The 16th --

T

DEEIDIDION:  of February -- or January rather.
The 16th of January 2019. I'n ISISHOIONEEEEEEEEEEE
assisted by INIONDICN  DISIONOICN -
the court reporter, and we're interviewing _

_, could you, please, state your full name,

spelling your last name for the record.

DIOIOED: full name is DIGEOHOIONN 1:ost rnere is NG

_: Outstanding. And, -, what is your

Military Occupational Specialty?

_: I am a 7525. That is a F-18 weapons systems

officer.

_: Awesome. And, _ what do you
go by? How would you like to be called during this interview?

DIOIDED: c=11 sion (DS

DI @ okay. I'm going to call you

B8 if vou're okay with that. I think you're -- you can call me

- or sir or whatever you like. Okay?

DEIOIDIONE: ''hcot is your current billet? What do

you do right now in the Marine Corps? What's your job?
_: I am the MATSS, Iwakuni, Officer in Charge.

MATSS 1is Marine Aviation Training Systems Site.
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DIEICHOION : C<av- So that's like the signaling

building and the ground training facility that supports all the

squadrons here in Iwakuni?

BESNGEEN: vec, civ
DEIOIDION: ¢ what are some of the key functions

that you complete in that role?
— So we do flat lead standardization. We do -- we

support training. We provide any training that could effect the

MAG or the specific type model series. We also have been
required to operationalism the operational training complex. So
a new building -- so integrating all the different stakeholders

to get a product to the customer in the form of training --
aviation training assets.

RDIEEIDIDION: Ckay. Where were you in the month of
December 20182 Were you here in Iwakuni?

llllllll: I was.

DEINIDIONE: 'crc vou involved in the unit level
training that was conducted by 2427

DIOIER: ~s in flying, sir? Or, --

DEIOIDION : o Just in general. Like, I

understand that there was a MAG operation center stood-up, a Wing
operation center stood up. That 225, 242, and 152 are all doing

a coordinated exercises that the classified aspects of which,

we'll not touch on. But just to understand that there were
multiple squadrons flying cooperatively. Did you have any role
in that?
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BISIOHE): :from when the scenario was built to go to the

ITRA -- I apologize, I don't know the acronym, but the --

EISIONOION - - i:cpace’
EESNRNEN: - che air space.

I )

RDIEIDIDIOE: ''hcn you say Thursday, Friday, you
mean the week prior?

BDIDIDED): The week prior.

DIEISHDION : Ckav- Is that one of your jobs at

MATSS to develop white cell support to develop scenarios for
training?

BDISIOHD): Vot necessarily, but we have in the past.

DISIONOIONNN Ok -

BISIDHE): ©so there's a chrome palmerhead wanted to do --
throughout his tenure here or his command, there was a thing
called "Exercises and Aces High." And "Exercises Aces High" was
a —-- 1is a basically chrome palmerhead would general be a no
notice tasking to the squadrons to conduct some type of OPLAN
mission. So in that, based on the different squadrons --

sometimes they occur in floods, sometimes they occur in the
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simulator, it varies. But we have developed what we believe was
the realist lay down of that specific mission.

And have -- some of the squadrons have done it on their
own and we basically dropped a couple points of targets they
would attack. So one went down and occurred in November. So
approaching that Friday it was like what are they doing? So they
elected to use that same scenario that would then -- had just
previously been conducted about three to four weeks prior.

DEEIDIDIOE: o [ think what I'm hearing from you
is that during the unit level training exercise conducted by the
MAG and the Wing in the first week of December 2018 during the
mishap, there is a suppression of enemy area defense scenario

that was to be used again?

DEENNE: -
DIEIOHDION: C<av- And what role did you have in

communicating and supporting that scenario or did you just
provide power [inaudible]?

BDIDIDHE): 1t was basically three to four weeks prior we
conducted that in the squadron; specifically, 242. So they had
what we'll call "the threat" layed down about that.

DISIONDION . Ok

_: Approaching, you know, Friday, there was no

communication. And then the tasking that occurred on Monday I
went over to the squadron to see if they did a mission planning
drop, a scenario drop. And was there and, basically, they used

the same scenario that MATSS had developed three to four weeks
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prior. And then -- so I was there at the initial coordination.
That would have been for Sunday -- that occurred on Sunday, I
apologize, for the Monday flight or training day one flight. So
I went to that and assisted on anywhere I could -- 1if there were
questions about having known what that scenario was built off of.

DEEICIDION: C<av- And was that what the mishap
aircrew were doing that night or what is your perception of made
the VMFA-242 believe their mission to be on the night of the
mishap?

_: I am, sir, as I, part of the FAPV process. So
mny --

DEINIDION: co» ve talk to that? I don't think we
want him talking about things that's still under the FAPV.
Please don't discuss information you have about the FAPV. I'm
asking the question for the context of the week of execution. So
I'm trying to understand if you patriciate in scenario drop, I
think that would have been the second of December -- I don't have
a calender in front of me -- but on Sunday, this first Sunday in
December, were you part of the socialization or the communication
of the VMFA-542 all weather's mission on the night of the mishap
as i1t related to what we are discussing right here?

DEIDIDION : o vere you involved in ULT?

—: I was supporting into -- one was, gave that

scenario and what was determined from Ops was, 1f they go to the
ITRA South, the plan was to do a seed mission. Those mission

planning factors that were developed were based off of a larger
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force package, F-35s, F-18s, potentially C-130s.

EISIONOICRN v, sir, -
_: My perception on Tuesday for the training day

three or Wednesday night/Thursday morning flight, the flight of
the mishap. All I knew was that they were doing a -- they were
going to the sought and that the assumption was that it was going
to be a seed mission. However, I was unclear based off of the
events that occurred on Tuesday between -- basically from 1100
until about 1600.

DIEIDIOION: ''hot happened on Tuesday from 1100 to
1600 that changed the nature of the mission?

BDIDIONR): so I was working at the OTC and had found out
that the -- President Trump had put out information -- put out a
National day of Mourning for former President Bush and there was
questions regarding if that was a day off for military/civilians
and how that would affect operations there.

So I was focused on how that affects the simulator
building. Came over here --

RDIEIDIDION: .d that's important I guess because
you have civilian employees at the simulator building and other
support agencies; perhaps the air fields, ATC, fuels. That if
those guys don't come to work then we can't operate? Is that
what you're getting at?

RDIDIDHD): ves, sir. And there was gquestions of
contractors versus government employees and then how that affects

the military. There was -- we were seeking guidance on what that
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National day of Mourning.

DEIDIDION: o vhat guidance did you receive and
through whom?

BISIDHR): ©so for the sim building, we basically contacted
-— I researched the on OSD website to determine what that exactly
meant. Or, correction. Not OSD --

DISIONOIONN :  OF nayvbe?

—: OPM. So Office Personnel Management. I read
into that. I tried to figure out what that meant, and then
developed what those fallen factors were affecting the sim
building. Knowing that it affected the sim building, came over
here at about noon because on part of the daily MAG Ops cycle,
they would do a —--

DEEINIDIOE: ¢y so the fire alarm just went off,
but we'll keep going here for a few minutes. If any body smells
smoke or similar indications of a fire, we will announce that.

Okay. So let's get back to the exercise. I think what
we're talking about right now is the affect of the National day
or Mourning being announced on Tuesday. It would have affected a
day off on Wednesday. And you spent Tuesday afternoon
determining what impact that would have on the rest of the
exercise?

—: -- on the sim building came over here and at
1500 part of the cycle is —- [DISESHEGIOI :rtcd a2 brief of
what the squadrons were doing for the next training day. So I

came in at noon to pull that information based on the flow put
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out by Ops and whatever imputes the specific flow head leads had
for that.

At around noon, I came over here and at the MAG Ops
center it was still to be determined if people were going to fly
and then how that affected the airfield itself. What I
believe -- what was ultimately determined around 13 to 1400 was
that there was only flight to the [ISHGISIOI cv1d go. And
then there was an outlaying question of whether there was going
to be night Ops. Specifically, does this National day of
Mourning affect anything past 2359 on Wednesday?

So there was a significant amount of question about
that and then in my recall I believe was questions about the
prior permission --

DISIOEOION : 2! right. Stop.
[The interview recessed at 1446, 16 January 2019.]
[The interview was called to order at 1504, 16 January 2019.]
RDIEIDEODION: ''c'rc back on the record. I'm m
B ¢ 've relocated to another building due to a fire
alarm being pulled in MAG Headquarters. I'm still with
N DO - DSOS - o) court
reporter. And the time now is 1504.

What I seek to understand through this line of

questions with (SN is in part what role [DESESEE] had in

the Wing ULT or MAG ULT -- whatever we're calling it for the

first week of December -- and what he knows about the

circumstances surrounding it. And the circumstances that I am
8
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probing for is the affect of the day or mourning, the effect it
had on the flow of communication and what I am really driving at,
for simplicity is, I want to know what the mishap aircrew knew
and when about what and where they were being tasked to and what
time was available to do proper planning and briefing for the
same. So with that in mind, you were talking about Tuesday the
-—- which I believe is the 2nd or 3rd of December.

_: Yes, sir. So roughly around 12, 1300 there was
questions about what is actually happening on training day three.
The effects of what flights can actually launch on training day
three. I believe it was only -- there was discussions happening
from that 12 to 1600 -- 1500 period there. I believe there was
issues with the PPR's, Prior Permission Required into Poeing
[ph], and then there was also questions about if the National day
or Mourning would apply after 2359 on Wednesday and continue on
to the rest of training day three -- as training day three's
cycle started at 0600 local until effectively 0559 the next day.

At around 1400, I was trying to consolidate the inputs
into this MAG brief, however, things continued to change inside

the Marine Aircraft Group Operations Center where operations --

they were trying to determine that. I believe several operation
officers as well as commanding officers came in. There was some
-— I believe some closed-door-meetings between the COs. And

around 1400 or so I was not able to identify what was going to
happen on training day three. I was also called out momentarily

to run back over to the operational training complex. There was
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a non-related issues that needed my attention there.

So when that happened, that brief, basically left there
with _ And said I'm not sure what's going to happen.
And that's basically the extent that I had. I was gone for about
two hours dealing with the separate issue here and came back
around 1600. I don't remember -- or I don't know what the final
discussions was, but the flows were updated and basically went
off the flows that came out of there. And the flows -- all I
knew was, from the flows, I believe, there was a couple flights
going to PEN and then there was -- I believe there was a section

tasked to fly after 20 -- or 0001 --

DEINIDIOE: 'hc mishap section?

BDISIDNEI: - the mishap section. And then the --
RDEEIDIDIOE: 'h:t do you know about their mission?
—: What was --

RDIEEIDIDION: 'hcir assigned mission or their flows?

Do you recall?

BDISIDHD):  believe it was seed based off the flows.

_: And what would seed look like, you
know, simulated of course seed. That if you were doing seed in
the _, which I'm sure you've done, what would that kind
of look 1like? What would you be doing?

RDIDIONE: 1t varies based on the number of assists
available. At the two ship level, it could simply be a
designated point on the water and roughly 40 to 50 miles away.

Two plans would simulate a missile launch on the point with a
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specific amount of timing there. So the idea being there is a
time window in which you shoot missiles so that a specific system
would be suppressed there. So how that would pan out on a two

ship is fly out to the area, find a launch point, find the target

and then it can be conducted out of a formation -- a one
formation with them next to each other. And, basically, they set
a --

DEEIOHDION: o't get to far into the tactics. I

was just asking. Like, you have to go out, drop a way point, fly

a specific thing.

—: Yes, sir.

DEINIDION: Ckey. Without it really seeing
ordnance of any type, right?

_ No, sir.

DEISIDIONE : C<av- so the DISIDEEIE] - T noticed

on the flight schedule and speaking with others that I've
interviewed that the [SISEEIE) rrorer was actually not
available for scheduling do to a schedule radar outage. In that
case, the crews were directed to operate in the [(ISISEEIE] cue

regard?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDIODION: o' vou ever operated in the F
Bl: Due regard? (b)’(6)

RDIDIDED]: : have not.

DIEIDIDION: 0o vou have any idea what that would

mean if you were asked to do that?
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So what

operating VMC in those conditions?

operate VMC?

DNSNGNEN: ves, it

cloud, due regard.

ENSNRNE: vvc, siv.

DS oo, sir.

acceptable? Operate IMC,

fly through the clouds?

Really?

VMC?

I'm sor

that's w

should n

So you

Okay.

would that mean? Would you be

Would it be acceptable to

So you could fly through a

ry. Yes. VMC. IMC would be
hat I meant to say. Can you
ot be able --

should maintain VFR and VMC?

What -- and the flight took

place at night. What considerations would involve lighting?

Would going midnight or covert be acceptable or do you know?

BDISIDND): s this with the assumption that there is a

12
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tanker out there or --

DRI : - ['m sorry. Now, you've gone to
the tanker so as we know the mishap involved air refueling and we
had two F-18s twined up with a Marine Corps C-130. What kind of
restrictions from your qualification designation level would you
expect if you were offering flight supervision of that flight,
what lighting conditions would be appropriate or acceptable; or
would there be any limits?

BDISIOER): There would be -- I would execute both overt and
covert operations potentially. So it could be -- there wouldn't
necessarily be restrictions, sir, as long as both the tanker as
well as the other aircraft were -- had coordinated or were on the
same page.

DEEINIDIOE: Ck:v. And you're an F-18 WISSO, I'm
sure you've been to the tanker before?

—: Yes, sir.

DRI : 2y and night?

DIDIDHD]: ves.

RDEEININIOE: 2'Vs-9 and ANVS-1172

_: Only ANVS-9s.

DIEISHDION : ~\VS-9. When going to the tanker at

night and wearing the ANVS-9 for a, you know, goggle flight,
which of course we do pretty much every time you fly at night.
What kind of briefing items, procedures, and considerations would
be associated with the wear of night vision goggles while

conducting night system air refueling?
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BISIOHB): so specific to night system air refueling.

Lighting would be a discussion and then tanker procedures as well
there. 1I'd probably talk a little bit about the potential

unigueness to a join on a tanker as opposed to a joining on

another fighter aircraft. It's just this is abnormal, in that,
we don't do it very often -- or I haven't done it as often in
more recent years. So that's probably what I would discuss?

DIEIOHDION: 'ould it be normal to have the goggles

down and on your face or would you maybe flip them up when you're
tanking or -- what have you seen more often?

_: I've -- generally, I've seen them flipped down.
And personally I kind of work both. I don't flip them up, but

using a --

DIEIDIDIOE: . under goggle scan?

—: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDIODION: Under goggle scan outside the cockpit?
_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDICDION: 'hcot's the benefit of a under goggle

scan outside the cockpit during night systems air refueling?

BDIDIDED): : just like to QA my scan. So if, based on the
lighting, I can just make sure that hey, that's not another star
that I'm looking at. So I just kind of -- I just try to maintain
the big picture and develop all the inputs that I can to insure
that my situational awareness 1is correct.

DIEIDIDION: ''hot's the effective light level on

the effectiveness of you're under goggle scan? Is it effective
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between a full moon and a no moon?

RDIDIDHD): 1t's decreased. Decrease of light level.
DEISIDIOE: ' So if it's really, really dark

outside, how well is your under goggle scan compared to --
DISIDHOE O it's not good depending on if there's lights
out there or not.

RDIDIONE): Yot that -- lux versus artificial lighting, sir.

RDIEIDIOION: . d then of course, aircraft lighting

BESNGEEN: v ci:.
DEIICION: o this reminds us to say if it was

low light level and you were on the tanker and the tanker was
covert only, what kind of under goggle scan would you have --

_: I'd probably not. It'd probably internal to the
cockpit itself.

DEINIDION: oy little outside light?

_ Yes. Primarily through the goggles. So yes,
sir.

DEISIDION: o vhat is the -- and stop me if
you're not super familiar with these technical questions, but
what do you understand the field of view to be of the ANVS-9 and

ANVS-117

RDIDIDHD): -rforty degrees of field of view.
RDIEIDIDION: Circular or rectangular field of view?
DIDIONE): cCircular.
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DIEICHDION: o v degrees circular field of view.

And roughly, what do you understand to be the naked eye field of

view, roughly, for the average human-?

—: Plus or minus --
DEICIDIONE: -l free to test it while you're

doing that. So you get -- the witness has his hands out and is
moving them back.

—: Like peripheral? All the way, the field of
view, probably about plus or minus 70 of centerline, I believe,

roughly.

DISICNCION - -

RDIDIDHD) : Vavbe farther.

DEICHDIONN: Ckay- Would you be surprised if T
told you it was 210 degrees? So this is 180, right?

(D) (2) (A1), () EENEER

DEINIOION: o this is 180 and then you go back
just a smidge more.

—: I'd buy that, sir. Yes, sir.

DIEIDICDION: - depends on the person. I have a

skinny head so maybe I'm a little --

BDISIDHD): ves. Probably just after 90, plus or minus 90.

Yes, that makes sense, sir.

DEICIDION: o 40 is going to be like plus or

minus 20 and then we're going to be way back here.

BESNGEEN: vos, civ
DIEIDICDION: Ckav. As a Hornet back seater as a
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WISSO, and we've talked about TCC, Tactical Crew Coordination,
that's the inter-cockpit communication between the front and the
back seater in the hornet. What are some times when a WISSO
might be particularly gquiet and when are some times when a WISSO
might be particular oral with his pilot?

BDISIDED): ouiet is high concentration items or when there
is close proximity of aircraft where things are going as planned

or as expected, I'll probably be more quiet to allow him to focus

on the specific task. Other times that I'd speak more is being
directive in more -- in missions. There are certain missions
where there is much more back and forth. Where it's less of

piloting skills but more of a integrating with external agencies
and coordination of other aircraft and then insuring that our
aircraft our -- when we're dynamically maneuvering there may be
times where I'll be a little bit more assertive, if you will,
sir.

RDEINIDION: o it'd be fair to say that in general
the conduct of night systems lowlight level air refueling while
in the basket that would be a high concentration task in a time

when the WISSO might be a little more quiet?

DIEIDIOION: Okay. When you're in the back seat of

a Hornet and the pilot got's the probe in the basket and you're
taking gas, what would be a typical workload? What would you
being doing? What would be some tasks that you would be

accomplishing? What would you be monitoring?
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BDISIOED]: :'d pull up my fuel page as well as our --

verifying the engine instruments, kind of scanning that back and

forth. And then potentially queuing the math of insuring that

we've got the expected pre-load -- or expected off-load of what
were —-- and then calculating how that's going to effect the
follow-on mission post that tanking. So assessing, hey, how's he

doing in there? How's he tanking? Kind of looking outside.

How's everybody else doing? And then queuing my internal

aircraft parameters. And then subsequently also thinking, kind
of, moving -- thinking forward as well. So multiple aspects
there.

DEININIOE: 2d if your pilot was in the basket as

night, lowlight level, goggled, and it sounds 1like you would
probably have your goggles on; would it be true to say you would
probably put a lot of your attention outside the cockpit to the
C-130 on your right side, to just keep sight of that?

_: Yes, sir. I believe I -- I haven't flow at

night and tanked in four, probably four years, five years, but --
DIEIDEOIOE: ov long have you been here?
BISIDEBI: :'ve been here for about a year and a half.
Since July of 2017, sir.
DIEIDIOION: .:c vou DIFOP [ph] and flying right
now?
—: I am. Yes, sir.
RDIEIDIDION: 'hcens the last time you flew?
_: I flew last Thursday.
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DEICHOION : C<av- And you haven't been to the
night Tanking in several years?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEINIDION: ''hot did you do before you came here?

BDISIOERI: : vas an instructor at Top Gun.

DIEISHDIONEN : ¢ vou guys didn't go to the night

tanker at Top Gun?
—: No, sir. We don't fly at night there based off
currency requirements and syllabus requirements there -- or there

are no syllabus events directed at night.

DISIONDICNNNNNN: (i ': - cay chow at Top Gun?
RDIDIOHD): ves, sir. And then we'll get some night

currency on occasion, but that is outside the syllabus there and
generally administrative in nature if we are.
DEICIDIONE: o vith your time at Navy Fighter
Weapons School in Fallon, Nevada, what differences did you note
between the big Navy's use in night visions goggles and Marine
tac use in night vision goggles; anything?
RDIDIOED): Yo, sir. Not only because I did not -- I was

not current --

DIEIOHOION : - cthey don't even fly with goggles at

Top Gun?
RDIDIONE]: Yo. Because they don't fly at night.

DI O

_: There's another unit there, Strike, which does

the air wing training. And they do the majority of the night
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systems training.

DEIDIDIOE: D cd vou ever fly with those guys at
allw

—: I did, but not at night, sir. But I did for
currency and what not there, sir. But that being said, back to
the original question. I forgot the original question, sir.

DEINIDION: | Just asked you how many times you've
been to the tanker at night. And you said it has been four

years.

_: It's been quite sometime, sir.

DIEINIDIOE: crc vou flying in the back of a rhino
at Top Gun?

_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDIDIOE: 'ice. And since you've been here for

a year and a half, DIVFOP [ph], you mainly with 2422 I see
you're wearing the patch. Or do you fly with the UDP squadrons
or just whatever you can get?

—: Whatever I can get. Generally, I think, it's
been -- if I pulled out my logbook, the majority would be the UDP
squadrons, sir.

DIEICHOION : 'h:t's because 242's readiness or why
is that?

—: Since May, it's been readiness. And then prior
to that there was some readiness issues. And then there was a

little bit of -- it was just difficult to get a flight with 242.

DIEIDICDION: 'h:ot happened after May in terms of
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readiness? Was there a change in degradation readiness this
summer, 201872

_: I think -- well, they went down to -- in June to
July timeframe, they went down to Australia. And based on myself
and DISIDHOION o] supporting different squadrons, he was
still fulfilling some training officer duties there. So we sent
him down there and I went to Hawaii to support 533. But I think,
as I understand it, they struggled throughout Australia based off
of delivery of maintenance pack up to Australia. As they
returned in roughly October time frame, I believe a lot of
aircraft went to -- I believe they went into phase. I believe
there was some issues with inspections and there was some downing
discrepancies. And they've been trying to revitalize their
maintenance since then, sir.

DIEIDHDION: 1ot is your definition of a hazard in
regards to aviation? Like when I say, whats a hazard, how -- in
your own words?

BDIDIDE): 2~y situation or factor that can cause danger to
aircraft or people.

DIEISHDION : C<av- And then how would you define a
risk?

_: A risk is -- I'd say it's pretty similar.

_: Hazard and risk, kind of the same?

—: Yes, sir.

DEIOIDIOE: ''hcot's a mitigation?

RDISIOHD): One is identifying what that specific risk is
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and then, based on that scenario -- or based on that specific
factor, applying something that prevents it or decreases the
severity and/or probability. Probably both there. So a
mitigation is implementing some type of control to prevent that
risk from occurring.

DIEISHDIONE: 0o vou consider flying in the wee
hours of night to be a hazard?

(D) (2) (A1), () ENEER

RDEINIDIOE: 2 d vhat would be some mitigations you

would put in place if you were planning to fly in the wee hours
of the night?

RDIDIOED): e call it a "ramp," but insuring that our
circadian rhythm gets on step -- being used to staying up at
those hour there. There's also crew day limitations. Per our
SOP it's any flight between midnight to 0600 -- I believe it's
0600 off the top of my head, or 0700 -- your crew day decreases
to ten hours there. And then, I think, as a flight lead it's
just -- potentially being, you know, deliberate with
communications and operations in my own personal -- inside the
cockpit just not necessarily doing things out of muscle memory,
but slowing things down for lack of a better term, sir.

DIEIDIOION: ''hot about crew pairing in a delta
Hornet, you know a section of a delta Hornet. You've got four
aviators to pick from. 1In the context and maybe stepping aside
necessarily from I'm going to go ahead and call flying in the

middle of the night a medium risk or a risk mission. ©Not extreme
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or anything, but there is additional risk compared to day;
however you want to quantify that. If you knew that you were
flying those wee hour of night and lets say you were a PTO or an
OPSO, how might you think you might try to address that?

BISIDED]: Orne is you got to look at currency and
proficiency. So, one, are they night current? Two, based on
what crews I have available, you know, who is -- who has either
experience flying at night in the grand scheme of things, as well
as who's been flying at night recently and who's more recently.
Also, when it comes to crew pairing, is that in terms of pilot
WISSO, sir?

DEINIRIOE: -2, sure. Or throughout the
section. You know, if you knew you had a really strong section
leader or a really strong WISSO or, perhaps, someone with some
human factors or who's demonstrated, you know, performance
concerns. How do you address that in a delta squadron?

_: It varies from command to command. One method

is to put a more senior person with -- lets say you got a pilot
who's -- has a lower performance. There's a potential to put in
a more senior or more -- not necessarily senior, but, I guess,

senior and flight leadership experience to help them potentially,
get through that. There's that option in that scenario. Other
commands kind of think about the crew zero concept. Crew zero
concept is that if you put equal experience levels in the cockpit
they develop, potentially, better together. So there's different

views on how to do that and I think commands vary. I'd say less
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about -- I've seen probably about thirty percent lean towards
crew zero. And then I'd say seventy percent would put a
different varying level of experience 1f there's a decrease
capability or proficiency level.

DIEIOHOIONE: o vou said you fly with UDP squadrons

and with 242. Where's you NATOPS [ph] jacket?

_: My NATOPS [ph] jacket is held at -- well its
currently here at MATS, however, it is held at MAG DOS. So it's
at MAG DOS. 1It's checked in there. We've just borrowed it to --

just to clean up some items.

EISIONOIONNNNN  :c:e'c vour flight gear?
RDIDIDED): Vv flight gear is at 242, sir.
DIEICHDIONE: - arc vou assigned to 242 or are you

not really assigned to a squadron?

RDIDIONE]: :'m assigned to MATS with regards to M-SHARP.

EISIONOION :  O+--

_: And then MAG DOS holds the NATOPS [ph] Jjackets
and uses the logbooks. And then I basically augment
aircrew/flight gear at 242.

DIEISHOION : (ov does 242 account for your personal
human factors? Are you on their human factors counsel?

_: I am not. No, sir.

DIEIOHOION: . vou on their Force Preservation
Council?

_: No, sir.

_: Do you complete, read, and initial at
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225, the current UDP squadron or 242 the current squadron?

RDIDIOHD): so I do my RNI at 242 and then usually that's
where I'll do it. And then whenever I go to a squadron and fly
with them I'1ll just check their RNIs and make sure if there's any
unique ones, potentially like a squadron RNI. So I make sure I'm
good with them there. So making sure -- and squadron specific
standardization items or I read and initial items I cover down
on.

RDIEEIDIDION: ''hot - have you read the lst Marine
Aircraft Wing Order 3710, SOP for flight operations?

RDIDIDHD):  have. Yes.

DEINIDIOE: Okay. Where did you find that?

BDISIDEE: : found it on the MAW Sharepoint.

DEINIDIOE: ©k:v. And was that a PDF document?

_: It's a Word document, sir.

DEINIDION: - 's @ Word document. So it's a Word
document, does it have a signature on 1it?

BDISIDED): 1t does not.

DRI : - it a2 draft document? T don't
understand.

DEIOHDIONE: o ! kind of when -- that was the
question I had when I took over and looked at the historicals up
to a certain time. I don't have the date. There was an actual
formal PDF document that was signed. And then --

DEEINIDION: -ioncd by General Weidley you think?

The current --
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BDISIOED]: vo. I believe it was prior to General Weidley.
T R

_: Potentially or prior to.

EISICNCION - -y~ DS -

DESNONE: -v-- ENSNCNONGN

DISICRDIONN O

RDIDIOHR): T believe it was prior to General Weidley. 1In
searching for that document, I found something -- I believe it
was on the Sharpoint that I had that wrote the flight operations
because things change. 1It's going to maintained on the
Sharepoint side and it -- rather than -- the justification was
rather than having to reroute a whole SOP change, it would be
like a living document on the Sharepoint. That was my
understanding.

_: So the Wing, the 1lst Marine Aircraft
Wing, Wing SOP, as you understand it, is a Marine Aviation
training systems site OIC is an editable electronic document?

—: I don't know if it is editable, but it is

definitely a word document. Whether they put a lot on it or --

it could be. Yes, sir. I don't know that the constraints are.
DIEIOHDION: o vou said that it can -- it's a word
document so it can be changed by somebody. So how were you

notified of those changes?

BENGNEN: ' ot
DIEIDIDION: 0o vou receive a read and initial

update or does the Wing send out something to you that says, hey,
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see page —-- there's like a change order on a Marine Corps order
when there's a change notice or Naytops [ph] change notice. Is
there a process like that in place?

RDIDIDHON Yo, sir. I have not seen one since for a year

and a half.

DEEICHDIONE: o in the year and a half you've been
here, it's -- I don't know if you have any specific instances of
it, but it is possible that there could be drastic policy changes
in the Wing SOP that governs flight operations that you would not

be immediately aware of?

BEENGEEN: o ci:
DIEEIDIDION: 'h:ot's interesting. What other SOPs

govern operations of the F-18 at MAG-127?
BDISIDHD): There's the MAG-12 flight operations SOP.

There's the F-18 admin SOP.

RDEINIDIO: (c-'s talk about the MAG-12 SOP.

_: Yes, sir.

DEEINIDIOE: - that a Word document on the
Sharepoint?

_: It is a PDF document, sir.

DIEISHDION: (- ' = PDF document with the signature

—: Yes, sir.

DIEEIDIDION: on the current or previous MAG CO?
RDIDIOHD): Current.

DIEIDIOION: Ckav. sSo that's not -- the characters
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in that document are not editable. TIt's not going to change

because it's a PDF, right?

_: No, sir.

RDIEIDIOION: . d then the F-18 TYCOM admin SOP. Is
that a Word document?

BDISIOED): That is a PDF document.

DEIDIOION: 'hcot's a PDF document. Ands who signs

that? What, the MAG skippers with hornets or what?
_: Yes, sir. All four MAG COs sign it. Yes, sir.
RDEINIDION: ¢ if that document were to change or
evolve, then you'd be notified some how or another that we've got

a new hornet admin SOP and here's a copy?

EISINCION - O
_: That prevision cycle is every two to three years

and it's primarily held with the MATs OICs in creating and
amending that.

DIEIDIDION: o that's interesting. So as a MATs
OIC, you're intimately involved with the SOP revision process --

_: Yes, sir.

DIEICHOIONE: o d change process. And make sure

as a flight leadership standardization evaluator, as a FLSE, that
folks are in compliance with the latest and greatest standard

operating procedures?

BESNGEEN: vos, civ
RDIEIDICDION: o it's essential to your duties, in
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fact --

BEBNGW: v siv
DEINIDION:  standardization? When you came

here and you noticed that the Wing SOP was a Word document, did
that give you pause or do you think that was normal?

_: I'd say I found it abnormal, but I didn't see
any -- I did find it abnormal.

DEISHDION: ¢ vou —- what was the last Marine
Aircraft Wing? Are you a 3d MAW guy, 2nd MAW?

_: 3d MAW, sir.

_: So when you were at 3d MAW, did the 3d

MAW have a Wing order 37107

_: I believe they did, but it's been since -- I
left in 2014, sir. So it's been --

DIEISIDION: ¢ vou're more of a JO then. Let's
go to Top Gun. When you were at fighter weapons school, did they
have a SOP?

—: They did, sir.

RDEEINIDIOE: '':s it a Word document on Sharepoint?

_: No, sir. It was a PDF document, sir.

With the signature of some captain or

admiral on it?

DEINIDIOE: ©kav. So as a standardization guy,

when you got that Wing SOP and noticed it was a Word document,

did you reach out to anybody and ask any questions about that?
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BDISIDEE): : did not. Based off of the disclaimer that was
on there.

RDEINIDION: "ot was the disclaimer?

RDISION): That changes will be made directly to this -- or
if there's any changes at the MAW level, it will be made in this
document and that's why it is a Word document. But I can't
remember if there was any, hey, we're going to send out a notice
or anything. But there was some disclaimer on there, sir.

DIEIDIDIONN : COkay- 211 right. QNN T've got
unlimited time to listen to any thoughts you might have about
communication, leadership, risk management, command pressure.

Any factors that could possibly have surrounded this mishap. As
the MATs OIC and a flight lead standardization evaluator here at
MAG-12, I know you see a lot of that and you're heavily involved
in the operations aspects to that.

Any thoughts about how we can prevent something like
this happening in the future or any thoughts about some

contributing factors that might exist?

—: I think the --
EIEEONOION :  So-ak frankly.

BDISIDEE]: ves, sir. I'm just trying not to get the A and

B stuff. But separate if -- I think there was a lot of confusion

in the exercise at the squadron level versus the MAG level there.

DIEIDIDION: o confusion. And confusing results

normally from miss or incomplete communication.

DNSNGNE: ves, it
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EISIDNDICNNN o <cc vou referencing improve

communication between higher headquarters might be something that
would be helpful? I don't want to lead you to much, but I'm just
kind of reading your gestures and your facial expressions.
_: Yes. I think the increased communication,
specific to the exercise itself, you know, a determined -- this
is what we're going to do like an ATO. These are -- you know, if
this is in the context of the specific O-plan we're doing.
There's a -- that five day planning process is built through
there. So I think there was a lot of confusion of who was going
where, what actual airspace do we have, what was the missions.
That aspect was -- I think it was a little confusing watching it

from my end as well, sir.

DIEIDIDION: o [ like to put the "who" into things
a little bit. So the MAG operation office, — - F
B 1o ve've previously interviewed, would he be a
central node of information for that or would it be the Wing G-3,
DRI (1 ? Who are the guy -- I mean this
is a Wing level exercise, I guess, but it's really a MAG
exercise. But it's -- I don't know if it's a squadron exercise.
But, like, how is that information coming down and who are the
spokesmen?

—: I think there was the exercise planner, you
know, I was helping out a little bit. MAG Ops, I think there was
one question that really was, you know, a question was asked and

it was very difficult, like, who's doing what? It was like a
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week or maybe two weeks prior -- or prior to that it was like, is
there an LOI? Like, hey, who's doing what? You know, there was
questions about that and the answer was there is not.

DIEEIDIDIOE: ©T vou said. So an LOTI is a letter
of instruction. So I think what you're saying is the question

was asked a few weeks out if the MAG would provide a LOI?

O
_: And the answer was, no, we're going to

just brief it up or communicate by other means?

— Yes, sir. I know that was a little -- that was
confusing. There was --

RDIEIDIDION: | can, do you consider air refueling
a complex mission?

—: No, sir. And, particular to this incident, I'd
say between 1200 to 1600 there was so many questions being tossed

out —-

RDIEIDEDION: 1200 to 1600 on the Wednesday --
—: Correction, on Tuesday.
DEEINIDIOE: 'ucsday. Okay. So like 26 hours

before the accident?

BDISIOHE): ves, sir. Because the training day three -- the
accident happened on training day three but it occurred on the
fourth day -- morning of the fourth day of the exercise. So in
-—- on that Tuesday between, I'd say, 12 to 16, there were a lot
of -- there was nothing definite that I knew. I had to step out,

but there were a lot of decisions being discussed --
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DIEICHOION: Discussed at the MAG operations

center?

_: Yes, sir. There was -- frankly, you know, you
had Ops Os injecting this, we want to do this. We had COs come
in, like, you know, there was discussion with the, I believe, the
MAG CO and CG of, you know, what can they do? There was
coordination between station of, you know, what are their
limitations to support it. And I was Jjust trying to keep up. 1In
watching it, I couldn't keep up with all the --

RDEIDIDION: o vou said there were Ops Os and COs
coming in. Do you feel like 242 would have been represented at

some point in some of those conversations?

_ I believe so. Yes, sir.
DIEIDEDIOE: Dd vou ever personally observe the

commanding officer of 242 or the operations officer of 242 and
engage in any of those conversations?

DEEININION : Vcrc they present?

BDISIDHE): : believe they were there and I was more of just
observing everything that was going on in that. I think there
was a couple discussions between, you know, Ops -- Squadron Ops
to MAG Ops. And then I believe there was, you know, the 242 CO
may have walked out and went and had a discussion with the MAG
CO. So I believe there was discussions. I don't know, you know,
what the outcome, specifically or what they specifically
discussed, but I believe it had to do with, hey, what are we

going to -- what are we authorized to do tomorrow? Or what --
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either being tasked or authorized to do; one or the other.

DRI : 2d, sir, this was on Tuesday the
4th?

—: Yes, sir.

DEISIDIONEE: 2 vhen you're saying you

observed, where did you observe this? Was that the MAG
operations center?

RDIDIONE]: : was at the MAG operations center just working
on a power point.

_: And if it's not classified, where
was that located?

DIDIDED: :'m sorry?

_: He's asking, where's the MOC? What
building is the MOC?

_: Building 6000.

DRI : o that's the headquarters?

RISIOHR) : GHeadguarters building, second story. Yes, sir.

DIEEIDIDION : o these conversations, did it
happen like in an open operations floor or was this like you just
bouncing around the office spaces and observing this?

BDISIDER): Yo. It was -- so inside the MAG operations
center, there's the watch stander and then behind that there's a
small operations office there. Some of those discussions were
happening in the back end of that there. And then I believe
there was a few -- sometimes the CO has discussion inside his own

classified room in there or it could have happened in his office.
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DEISIDION : C:av- So it wasn't in a conference

room where everybody was seated and people were talking? It was
in operations center and multiple conversations were happening?

RDIDIDHD): ~t least from 1300 to about 1400. There was an
expectation that everyday there would be a 1500 meeting. I
believe that meeting did happen.

DEEINIDION: ¢ vou weren't present for that
because you came back to the MOTS building?

_: [inaudible]

RDIEIDIDION: :vc vou ever worked at the squadron
level in the operations department?

—: Yes, as a [inaudible].

DIEICHOIONE: ou have. So you have experience
writing the flight schedule for a Delta Hornet Squadron?

— Yes, sir.

DIEINIDION: 'ould it be normal to include a

training code for night systems air refueling on a squadron
flight schedule?
—: Sir, I believe it's 2202 off the top of my head.
DIEISHDION: C<ay- Would it be normal to include
that or is it optional? Tanker code?
RDIDIOER): I would add a tanker code if I was planning on
it.
DIEIDIDIOE: 2 d you think the tanker code is 220272
RDIDIDER): o©off the top of my head, Yes, sir.
DEEIDIDION: ' impressed by that recall. So if
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you were taking off to go do SEED and night systems AR, you would
have a SEED code. I'm going to quiz you, what's the SEED code?
Not 2202. So you would have a four digit code that ment SEED,
maybe night systems SEED or, CI, if we're calling it that. And
then you would have another code that meant night systems AR; 1is
that correct?

_: Yes, sir. I would have all the expected TNR
codes that would -- that is expected to be completed on that
flight --

DEINIDION: .d as a MATS guy and some what of a
MSHARK expert as well, what's the importance of including those
codes in the flight schedule?

_ Well because when you build a flight schedule
enforcement off of MSHARK, you put in all those codes so that
they can properly get tracked and when they return -- well, one
it tells what the mission planners are expected to, but for the
aircrew when they come back that they are properly logging
everything in accordance with the training plan, the projections,
you know, as the training office/operations office attempted to
maintain readiness with it's assest, we need to keep track of
that so that we can ensure that everybody's properly being
trained or fill any gaps and deficiencies.

DIEISHDION: D cocs it provide any role for risk
management or confirming prerequisites?

_: It does, sir. In the --

RDEIDIDIOE: -c if vou were to schedule me for a
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night systems AR code and I hadn't done that in two years, would
that provide feedback?

RDIDIOER): 1t would. There's an MSHARK validation tool and
there's a -- its a gap tracker and a validation tool. And what
that does is it tells you conflicts with regards to any
prerequisites and it would also provide conflicts -- time
conflicts, things of that nature.

DIEIOHDION : 'ould, in you're time as a schedule
writer, did you ever print off those documents and route them

with the flight schedule?

_: I did, sir. And I'd say that -- yes.
DIEIDIODION: 'ould it be normal for other personnel

to review the flight schedule aside from the commanding officer

who signs it to authorize flight?

DIEIDIDION: 1o vould be some of those people?
RDIDIOERI: » my previous command, it would get routed

through the Ops O to the AMO and then the DOSS, director of
safety and standardization. And in that squadron it was either
the DOSS -- basically an ASO to review that.

_: And whats the ASO, the aviation safety

office? What is he or she looking for?

—: I'd say currency. Just an outside perspective
that's not, you know, tied to -- that doesn't necessarily have a
conflicted inertest in accomplishing, you know, meeting specific

objectives there. So it's simply someone who's trained in
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aviation safety practices, knows the respective SOPs, but also,
one flying in accordance with the SOPs, but also, two is just to
have -- see if it makes sense just to assess the risks and see if
we're taking any unnecessary risks in that.

DEISIDIONE: ¢ vou —- so you were at MAG-11
before, right?

_: Yes, sir.

_: While you were at MAG-11, did you ever

hear or use a document called a operation risk assessment

worksheet?

BESNGEEN: v ci:.
_: Tell me about the MAG-11 ORM worksheet

and what, you know, your familiarity with it.

BDIDIDH): 1t basically talks -- it places several inputs.
And I believe there's three categories. The first category is
associated with mission planning where currency is taken into
account, whether ordnance is expected to employ. Whether there's
a day-night consideration. Local area -- basically assessing the
mission it self. Then there's another portion of that, this is
done for every flight. The CO has some inputs there and that is
developed throughout the schedule writing process and if there's
any things that trip a certain thresh hold that, let's say that
if it was a medium risk then that would require a squadron
commanding officer to approve it or not, to determine that, and
then if it goes to high potential extreme that may go to the next

echelon of command.
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DEISIDION: o in extreme cases a MAG commanding

officer might be required to sign a operational risk assessment

worksheet?

RDIDIDEE):  believe so, but at least -- but yeah. That
could potentially could happen. Now, only because I'm
semi-familiar with MAG-11 now. Four years ago, I don't remember

it ever going to the MAG CO there.

DIEIOIDION: o tcll me about the -- so you've
flown with 2427

_: Yes, sir.

DEINIDIOE: o can you -- tell me about 242's ORM
worksheet.

_: They don't have one, sir.

RDIEIDIDIOE: o vhen you go to fly with VMFA-242 at
MAG-12, and you get -- you get an ODO brief, right?

—: Yes, sir.

DIEINIDION: .d that's a weather brief and what
not. And then you do a flight brief, right?

—: Yes, sir.

DEEICHDION : .ut before you walk to the jet, is

there like a one page document that the flight lead reviews and
does like, hey, everybody get plenty of sleep. I am safe. And
then checks some boxes and sign, initial some stuff and sign some
stuff or --

RDIDIOEDI:  don't believe so. Not that I know of.

Generally, it's conducted within the brief, the ORM portion of
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the brief of the flights that I have flow with them, sir.

DIEIDIOION: Ckay. So in leu of a worksheet that
maybe the ODO would have with the flight schedule, you guys cover
it in some tactical briefing items or some administrative
briefing items rather?

BDIDIDHD): 1t's definitely discussing administrative
briefing items, but I don't know if any additional ORM is
conducted throughout their internal processes.

RDIEIDIDION: o vhen you were at MAG-11 did you
guys not cover ORM in the brief?

—: We did, sir.

RDIEIDIOION: COkav. sSo when you were at MAG-11 you
coved ORM in the brief, but you also had this ORM worksheet?

—: Yes, sir.

DIEISHDIONE : o vou had two things?

—: [nonverbal response].

DEEIDIDION: ''hat about when you were at Top Gun?

How did you guys do that at Top Gun? Do you recall?

RDIDIDHD): e definitely did it in the flight -- or
correction, in the brief. I don't recall if the ODO actually --
I don't recall, sir.

DEINIODION: 2 cnough. Did you find it a useful
tool at MAG-11 or was it just more pencil whipped BS?

BDIDIOEDI: ~s 2 schedule writer I found it beneficial
because I would -- when I was writing the schedule I could just

kinda of QA. It would help me -- it'd be an additional
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verification throughout my process until I got to the end of the
day and the MSHARK output there. So it helped me pre-lead those
tasks so that I didn't have to make last minute changes on there.
So I found it useful in the scheduling process. And then I think
it varied on a personal level once it got to, I think, the
MAG-11. There about five inputs that the flight lead conducts
prior to him walking. I don't want to say that it was pencil
whipped, but it was all stuff that was already doing there. So

it was repetitive and yeah. That's it.

DIICRCIOR Oy
DRI i did it surprise you when you

first flew with 242 that they didn't do an ORM worksheet? Was it
note worthy to you?

BDISIDED): Yo. Not necessarily. No. Otherwise I probably
would have brought it up earlier than that.

RDIEIDIOION: ''hcn you were a daily schedule writer
at your previous gun squadron, did the flight schedule include
initials for the CO, X0, Ops O, AMO or anybody?

_: It was maintenance, DOSS, and Ops, and then the
CO.

DIEIOHOIONE : 0o vou know if 242 scheduling includes

that or not, are you familiar?

RDIDIONE]: 1t does not now. It did probably last year --

or I believe it did include it prior to the change of command.

RDIEIDIDION: o that interesting. So ?42 had a

change of command in the summer of 187
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DIEIDIOION: o | think that you're saying is the

privous squadron commander had some initial blocks on the flight
schedule document. And then after the change of command they

were removed?

BESNDNE: ves, i
DEIDIOION: °c vou have any knowledge as to why

that was done or the benefit of that?

RDISIOED): Yo, sir. And frankly I didn't notice a change.
Really it was just kind of recently that I really recognized that
change there.

DIEINIDIOE: G-ut vou're not routing the flight
schedule, you're just executing it once in a blue moon, right?

—: Yes, sir.

DISIONOION O

RDIEINIDION : (ov nany squadrons have you seen

that with where it's just the CO signing the flight schedule?
—: I believe just 242 of, like, of all the other --
yeah. I think just 242.
DEEICHDION: ¢ they put out a flight schedule at
Top Gun?
_: They did. Yes, sir.
DEISIDIONE: ¢ it have, do you recall if it just
had the CO signature on it or did it have an XO, Ops O, AMO, ASO?
_: Didn't have an -- I can't recall, sir.
DEEINIIOE: - cnough. But you're previous
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Marine Hornet squadron definitely did. When you wrote schedule,
do you remember going to see folks to get them to initial a

flight schedule before the commanding officer's signature?

BESNGEEN: vec, civ
DIEICHOION: '~ vour process of writing a flight

schedule at your previous command, did you ever go to operations
officer or a maintenance officer or a safety officer who had

concerns with what was documented on the schedule?

DIDNEOND) - ves.
DISIGEOION : ¢ vhat would that lead to?

BIDIDED) : schedule change or potential mitigation like an
additional control put on there. So potently changing the event,
changing the crew pairing or the crew itself, and then potential
restrictions like limited maneuvering or some additional
restriction.

DEIDIDIOE: ''hot do you think we could have done
to prevent this mishap?

BDISIOEEI: 'm having trouble since I'm on the FOPB, sir.

DIEIDIDION: Okay. Then it's okay not to respond.
_: Yes, sir.

DEIOIDION: . vthing else you would like to add?
_: No, sir.

DIEISHDION: udoe -- okay the judge will swear you

out. And we'll be done.

[_ was warned, sworn, and excused.]
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DISIDE B 2 Cood afternoon, the time is 1135, W
are in Iwakuni, Japan, on Thursday, January the 17th. Present in
the roomare [DISISH I B 1st Marine Aircraft Wng,
DISIDE I B Staff Judge Advocate, 1st MAW
IS B [ he court reporter.

This is -- interview for the witness is [DISH IR

(A), (b)
B United States Marine Corps. And [DESH B 1! case,

state your full name for the record, spelling your |ast nane.
DIEIONOIEEE: DGO B B And
() (3) (A). (0) 6) P
DIl I OIEImmm \hat is your Mlitary
Occupati onal Specialty?
DIEIDEDIEGEE: | 'ma KC130J aircraft commander.
DIl I Iemmm how | ong have you been
flying the C- 1307
DIEIDEDIEGEE: Since 2007.
DISIDE B  2007?  Roughly, how many flight hours
do you have in the C-1307?

DIEIDEEDIEEE: Just about three -- in the C- 130, about
2, 800.

DISIDE B Vhat is your qualification and
designation level in the C 1307

DIEIDEDIEGEE: | ™ a weapon and tactics instructor.

DISIDE B So you're authorized to provide

i nstruction?
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DISNONEIGEN: VYes.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. \Were were you in Novenber and
Decenber of 20187?

DISIDEDIEGEE: | was probably on a couple of -- | was on
one TAD trip | believe in Novenber just for two days down to
Oki nawa. And then in Decenmber of 2018, | was here the entire
nont h and participating in MAG ULT.

DI B VWG ULT.  So that was the exercise
that took place, that was ongoing during the mshap. Tell nme a
little bit about the MAG ULT. The purpose of it, and how it went
down, and what it was supposed to | ook I|ike.

DISIDEEIEGEE: 'he purpose of MAG ULT had evolved froma
different flavor of exercise that wasn't just going to involve
MAG 12 aircraft for 1st MAWaircraft. It was going to involve
joint aircraft in the beginning. Over tine, due to political,
geographic availability issues, the exercise changed in flavor
dramatically.

We had all ocated, assumng that | was a big joint |evel
exercise, that there were going to be a total of five KC-130J's
allocated to it, and we received our tasking also supported that.
So as other assets and services fell out of the exercise, we
retained five aircraft in support of the MAG 12 exercise and then
decided to make it as replicative as we could of certain
scenarios to get maxi mum training value out of the exercise as

ot her players fell out of it.

DISIDE B Ckay. Did you attend any neetings at
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t he MAG Operations Center?

DIEIOEOIEEE: | did. | canme to neetings routinely. The
way our squadron typically works when we're tal king about
exercises for detachnents, we have a detachment |ead pl anner
which is one of my captains in the operations departnment. | am
i nvolved with them through planning for the exercises and get
i nvol ved where | need to whenever they come to roadbl ocks or we
need to have OPSO participation.

This was a unique exercise in that a | ot of the
pl anni ng, eventually, was being done here at MAG 12. \Ahere as,
typically, that's done at FPC s and NPC s, which | just answer
and make sure I'minvolved renotely with ny reps who we send to
t hose neeti ngs.

So as the flavor of MAG 12 ULT changed, | was coming to
pretty nuch all of the neetings over at MAG 12 where either the
MAG- 12 OPSO was going to be there, or we were at a friction point
| knew that | needed inject myself into. And also just as
opportune tineline it allows, it was, kind of, just prioritizing
my time, but making sure | was really at all the neetings where
they were being run by MAG OPSO proper, rather than the | ower
| evel planners across the squadrons.

DISIDE B Ckay. Were you surprised that air
refueling was being conducted at the tinme and place it was at the
m shap, or did you expect that?

DIEIDEEDIEEE: No. | expected it and we scheduled it that
ni ght .
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DISNDN BN O<ay.

DISIDEOIEEE: T'he plan had changed dramatically that day
due to the national day of nourning for George HH W Bush. W
were planning on flying pre established flows through the whole
exercise. We had flown those flows fromthe squadron | evel on
Monday and Tuesday conpletely, and it was a huge confidence
buil der for our squadron. Generated 37 SORTY's over the course
of two days, which was amazi ng.

DISIDE B You're smling as you speak, so that
sounds |like that's good stuff for an OPSO?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: 't was awesone stuff and we were so fired
up. And then we got told that we could not fly air to air
refueling SORTY's on Wednesday and our schedul e got changed due
to the national day of nourning. And we were only allowed to
flight assault transport SORTY's into [SESHl that day; however,
we were clear to resune air to air refueling operations after
m dni ght on the night into norning of the fifth into the sixth on
Wednesday.

DISIDE B So then you launched aircraft at 0030
on Decenber the 6th, 2018 to conduct a night systenms air
refueling?

DISIDEDIEGEE: Yes. sir. And that flight was schedul ed on
a 5 Decenber flight schedule due to the crew s showti ne being
bef ore m dni ght on that day.

DISIDE B2 Ckay. Was that executed, roughly, as

scheduled in terns of crew, and take off time, and m ssion?
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DISIDEEIEGEE: Absolutely, to nmy know edge on our end. |

mean, not being able, obviously, to talk to those guys, but
getting their take off time fromtower, know ng what tinme that
crew showed up to work that day, that everything was going. And
tal king to our duty officers, everything was going as pl anned.

DISIDE B And this | your squadron obviously, so
have you flown with any of the nenbers of the m shap crew before
in your life?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: Absolutely, both, | nmeanpiEl BN [ rh]
was one of the FRD East instructors. He was junior to ne, but |
didn't fly with himout here in this AO yet because he had
recently PCS' d out over the Sumer time. But, in the past, he
was -- me being a NATOPS instructor, they were the KC-130J nodel
managers. So | had been famliar with himin our comunity for a
long tinme. | think he had given ne personally one or two of ny
NATOPS check rides annually.

And then DISIOEDE B B 0J'cat friends with
him | worked at MOTS with himfor a little over two years.
Shared many, many flights with him Flew as his wingman, | flew
as his | ead numerous tinmes throughout our career.

DISIDE B VYul d you consider those to be highly
qualified C- 130 aircrew?

DIESIDEDIEGEE: Absolutely.

DISIDE B Did you ever observe those nmen to do

anyt hi ng reckl ess?

DIEIONEIEEE: o
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DISIDE B Do you -- did you see any of the
m shap aircrew earlier in the day?

DIEIDEOIEGEE: | did not and | was actually really, really
happy about that because DISIDEDE IS 'ho | had

nost direct, you know, just because of his job as the Executive
Officer and just by nature of us being really good friends in the
squadron. We'd be talking all day, everyday as our ground duties
and personal situations would dictate. | was really -- and he's
a just conpl ete workaholic.

So | knew that it was going to be tough for himnot to
show up at work until way later to facilitate a 0300 or 0400 --
0330 land tinme, whatever we had it scheduled as. And I was gl ad
because that day was a national day of nourning. His wifes job
got called off and then his kids weren't allowed to go to school.

So | was, like, sweet. | was, |like, they get to have a
day together as a famly, I"'mreally glad that he's not in at
work. And then | left work that night on 5 Decenber at 1845i sh
and he was not at work yet. And | know that because | didn't see

hi m and his parking spot is right next to m ne.

ISl B So it would be --

DIEIDEDIEGEE: And | didn't see [DISIDNENEN cither because
he was nmy AOPSO and was not in operations when | left.

DISIDE B So that |eads you to believe that the
opportunity was provided for sufficient crew rest and appropriate

crew day for the execution of the mi ssion of the crews?

DIESIDEEDIEGEE: Absolutely. There was no question for our
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KC-130 crew that they knew that they were not showi ng up at work
in the daytine prior to -- they had a ten hour crew day limt.
So, technically, we apply one hour post flight to our land tine.
So if land tinme was 0430, they wouldn't have been able to cone
into work legally until 1830 at the earliest on 5 Decenber.

DISIDE B How is that policy codified?

DISIDEEOIEGEE: $Sco that was codified. For KC-130, our crew
day, if it involves, if it's after a mdnight land tine, we're
limted to 15 hours. In the planning for the 24 hour ops that
were going to be acconplished on the Wednesday and Thur sday of
the MAG ULT, it was passed via CUB or -- it wasn't necessarily --
| can't renenber if it was a CUB or a confirmation brief by
BDIEIOND I that crew days were limted to 12 hours if
term nating before m dnight and ten hours post m dnight. So we
took that for action. It actually -- | don't knowif it was in a
CUB or, like |I said, a confirmation brief. | took that for
action and | gave our squadron |evel MAG ULT confirmation brief
to all aircrew and then all staff NCOs as well, besides aircrew
of some mai ntenance departnment, was fully spooled up on what we
were doing. And that was a secret briefing that | gave in the
afternoon of the Friday of the week before it started. So that
woul d have been on --

DISIDE B $ he 30th maybe?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: - 30 Novenber. And | gave the brief for

what the fly wi ndows were going to be and what the crew days were

going to be to the squadron, and briefed everyone on that and
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said -- and | remenber making, no offense, sir, | made the smart
ass response | think to DISHSE B 'ike well, that's nore

conservative than our typical crew day, this is easy. You just

whittled down our NATOPS crew day by two-thirds, like, 1'll take
it.

DISIDE B  Yes. right.  Okay.

How do you interface with VMFA-all weather-242? \What's
t he mechani sm by which those two operations departnents
communi cat e?

DIEIEOIEEE: V¢!!. for normal operations we comunicate
via the ASR process. So, | nmean, we're not operationally
controlled by MAG 12. So our tasking routinely in support of 242
has to cone via the ASR process whenever an assigned ASR is
assigned to us, then we give that ASR out, schedule it for the
crew. And then, whatever crew has direct responsibility for that
ASR, then they're calling the operations departnent, first, at
242 and then getting down into the flight [eads for the detailed
coordination prior to that mssion. |If it involves fixing air to
air refueling.

DISIDE B So you said ASR. | think that's an
Assault Support Request. And the ASR as a C-130 and | think it
m ght be traditional in other Wngs in the Marine Corps, C-130's
are actually controlled at the Wng | evel, not at the MAG | evel .

Do | understand that correctly?

DIEIONDIGEN: Yes. sir.
DISIDE B Ckay. So if 242 wanted a Tank, they
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woul d submit an Assault Support Request to the MAG that woul d
actually go up to the Wng --

DIEIDNEIEEN:  Yes.

DISIDE B - for approval, could then conme back

down t hrough the MAG and then back down to you for assignnent?

DIEIEOIEEE: 't would conme direct from MAWto us for
assi gnnent .

DISIDE B Ckay. And who's the staff officer at
the MAW t hat your operations departnent m ght receive such
assignments fromtypically?

DISIDEEIEGEE: 'he Air Transport Coordination Officer.

DISIDE B $'he ATCO? What's the nane and rank of
the person currently serving that capacity?

DISIONCICEE: (DIOION N B

DIl D OIEImE’ s that Breather?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir.

DISIDE B Ckay. So what about for this

exerci se? Was the ATCO engaged, or was this a different because
we're doing, |like, a MAG ULT?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: VYes. So for teeped exercises, and this
exerci se was teeped, although, it changed in flavor, for whenever
we al locate aircraft to that exercise, that if they're being used
within those exercise dates. That we have been told by Wng to
teep those aircraft for, then whatever is happening inside of

t hose wi ndows do not need to go through the ASR process.

DISIDE B So it's like duraloth, kind of, right?
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DIENDNENEEN: Yes. sir.
DISIDE B Bet ween supporting and supported

units, and in this case you would be the supporting unit, and 242
t he supported?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. So getting to the exercise

t hen, so, now, answering the question in a different way, how
were you interfacing with 242 so that they understood what type
of air refueling, specifically, not assault support transport,
but air refueling, was taking place? Wen, and where, and how
much give? How was that information exchanged?

DISIDEEOIEGEE: So all of that, because they are the planned
m ssions for the TAC air, we could drastically change due to
where they were flying, what ranges were avail able, and the fact
that other joint assets had fallen out. So the way | understood
it, it had been told to the TAC air squadrons that, yes, we are
still going to fly the flow contracted ti nes.

But, what the squadrons decided to do with that was
over to their discretion in order to maximze the training val ue
that was afforded to them for having the airspace, and the tine,
and the aircraft allocated to those SORTY's. So -- and then we
were given fromthe MAG level, from SiSH B Vc \“ere given
by himthe airspace that we were afforded to do these operations.
So | knew whether it was VMFA-225, whether or not it was 225,
242, or 121. \What squadron the receivers were comng from and

then | knew what airspace we had to do the Tanki ng.
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And then our, [DISISE BN ‘Vould work with the

operations departnments, the scheduling departnents, to find the
appropriate points of contacts for the flight |eads for whatever,
whoever we were supporting out there to hash out the final flight
details for the air to air refueling.

DIEIDE B Ckay. Wuld it be -- would you expect
to see air refueling on -- air refueling TNR codes on your flight

schedul e?

DISNONEIGEN: Absol utely.
DISIDE B  VYul d you expect to see those simlar

codes on the fighter schedul e?

DISIDEDIEGEE: Yes, sir. But, | do not check their

schedul e.
DI B | understand. Lets talk a little
about your experience as a C-130 instructor and a night systens

air refueling SOP's. Can we do that?

DIEIONDIGEE: Yes. sir.
DISIDE B So | assunme at your experience |evel,

you' ve conducted fixed wing air refueling as a C- 130 Tanker
instructor pilot a few times?
DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir.
DISIDE B  And your probably done it at night?
DISIDEEDIEGEE: VYes. sSir.
DISIDE B s there a TNR code for night air

refueling?

DISIDEEDIEGEE: 'here is not for the pilot side. But, there
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is for our observer side.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. That's interesting. Talk about
that a little bit.

DISIDEEIEGEE: Sco on the pilot side, whether it's day or
night, fixed wing or tilt rotor air to air refueling, it's the
sane TNR event, AAR 3600. That's because our TTP's, generally as
pilots, we're in a Tanker orbit and we're expecting receivers to
come in and themto effect the rendezvous on us.

And we need to have know edge based off of the
appropri ate procedures per the ATP 3342, also known as ATP 56(c).
And then we al so need to have detail ed know edge of the air to
air refueling system how to run the hoses, and fuel know edge,
and pl anni ng.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. So you' ve conducted at night.
Have you ever done it at night while wearing night vision
goggl es?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir. Anytine we do fixed wing air to
air refueling, post EENT, the expectation is we schedule it and
we brief it, that the entire crewis going to be aided.

DISIDE B Ckay. \What would the typical flow
|l ook like if a section of Hornets joined up on you? Kind of, can
you briefly walk me through -- don't build a watch. Can you
briefly wal k nme through what that |ooks |ike? You know, what
altitude they would arrive at, what type of instructions you
woul d give, and then what altitude and from what side of the

C-130 they would depart?
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DISIDEDIGEE: Sco they should be contacting us, depending

on line of sight issues with the radios. They' Il contact us wel
before their visual. And before their visual, at least 10 to 15
m nutes prior to the ARCT, we'll be nonitoring the AR prinmary

frequency that has been pre coordinated via the AR card with the
receivers. And then we'll also have your predesignated air to
air TAC hand sel ected for receivers to find us, knowing full well
that Harriers need that a little bit nore than what F-35's and
Hornets typically do with the capabilities of their radar system
So they'll check in with us.

We'll tell themthe altitude that we're at, because it
coul d have changed for the Tanking altitude given cloud |ayers.
And we'll issue theman altineter setting, and expect them and
tell themto maintain their join-up altitude, which is 1,000 feet
for fixed wing, belowthe AR altitude until visual. Then we'l

wait to hear the receiver's visual.

Once they call us visual, we'll clear themto join.
They' Il come in low and left and we'll clear themto join in
echelon left. Fromthere, the standard would typically -- unless

the flight |ead dictates otherwi se due to crew confort or fue
state, fromthere we'll typically clear the lead aircraft over in
to the right of astern position. And the dash 2 aircraft into
the astern left position. W can nove them sinultaneously for
fixed wing, we're allowed to do that.

And once our observers in the back say that they're

stabilizing astern position, approximately 5 feet behind the
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basket with no closure, we'll clear themto contact. W can
clear fixed wing receivers to contact sinmultaneously. Contact
will give themgas. Our offload rate is typically about

2,000 pounds per hour for the receivers. GCet themtheir pre
brief fuel. |If their fuel state requires nore and we have it,
we'll give them additional fuel based on our coms.

And then after they are conplete, if -- it doesn't
matter who's conplete first, like, if the guy in the |eft basket
is conmplete first, we'll clear themto disconnect and go echel on
right. Even if the right hand guy is still in the basket. At
that point, they're all nmenmbers of our flight. They have essay
for everyone who's in and around the Herc. And we'll clear them
over to the echelon right position, as that is the standard
position for departure.

Once they're in the echelon position for departure and
both conplete, they say they're ready to go, we, as Tankers,
through that tinme are assuned to have the best essay for the
ai rspace picture because we're typically nmonitoring nore radios
than the receivers are capable of. And then we'll clear themto
depart based off of a couple of factors. |If we know nore about
traffic, we'll give themdirected departure instructions. |If
it's all just based on their discretion, we'll ask which way they
want to depart and then clear themto depart.

The standard for departure, per the ATP, is |evel or
climbing departure. Based off -- and this is sonething

technique-wise. Can't tell you how many people in the squadron
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|'"ve given this brief to, or | gave the brief to while |I was at
MOTS and training NSI's, but as a result of the 242 m shap in
2016, which | was not here in this AOfor. | was at MOTS during
the time. Where they cleared the receivers to depart and they
ended up running into a basket.
| state all of the tine to receivers to tell themto
get to an altitude, at |east 500 feet above the Tankers altitude,
prior to initiating any turns. So for exanple, it would be that
4142, you're cleared to depart high and right. Attain flight
|l evel 18.5 prior to initiating any turns. And that was just, you
know, a practice that | had devel oped and briefed over tine as a
result of sonmething that had happened recently in our comunity.
But, inperative as an instructor, for ne, always,
whet her or not it's a single Tanker or whether or not it's a
Tanker formation, that joins are always froml|ow and left and
departures are always high and right.

DISIDE B  'hat's an excel lent description, thank
you. One thing that | just want to correct for the record. You
said alt flowrate is 200 pounds per hour, you nmean m nute?

DIEIDEEOIEEE: $T'Two thousand. Two thousand pounds per hour.

DISIDE B W thousand pounds per mnute?

DISIDEEIGEE: "W thousand pounds per mnute. Yes, sir.

DISIDE B Yes. | think | said 200, and you said

hour and | said m nutes, but about 2,000 pounds per m nute

dependi ng on the aircraft the receivers are in.

DIENONEIEEE: Yes, SiT.
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DISIDE B Ckay. And that's great. Lets talk
about lighting stuff. And you and | have already tal ked about

this alittle bit, but lets talk about it on the record.

When the -- after the receivers are established in
formation with the Tanker at night, so after the receivers have
found you and joined on you, be that |eft echel on or perhaps even
cleared in to the stern positon as appropriate, have you ever had
receivers ask you to adjust your external lighting system as

their refueling aircraft commander?

DIEOIDEOIGEE: VYes, sir. Al the tine.

DI B Vhat would be a typical request? And
what woul d be a typical response?

DIEIDEEIEGEE: 't would be, hey sunp, can you go covert?

DISIDE B ay. And then what would you do?

DISIDEEIEGEE: And then, for me, and this is not

st andar di zed anywhere across our publications. And legality
wi se, every kind of environmental and airspace that you're
operating in and country would be different. But, if I felt at
that point that I was within the intent of the regulations to be
wi t hin special use airspace and other traffic was not an issue, |
would tell theml will go covert when you're in the astern
position.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. And when you go covert, what
external lights are illum nated on the C-1307?

DIEIDEEIEE: O the C-130 -- on unaided or aided, sir?
DIENDN BN Covert.
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DISIDEDIEGEE: So to other traffic, if you do not have

ni ght vision goggles on. Wken | switch nmy --

DISIDE B  'hat's not the question. Okay. What

actual |ight bul bs are burning? What systenms on the C-130 are
receiving electrical power to be illum nated when you switch to
covert?

DISIDEEIEGEE: $'o covert? The top strobe.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. A covert strobe?

DIEIDEEDIEEE: A covert strobe.

DIEIDE B kay. \What el se?

DISIDEEIEGEE: Covert navigation position |ights.

DISNDN BN O<ay.

DIEIDEOIEEE: And IR formation lights. Strip lights.

DIEIDE B 'R strip lights?

DISIDEEDIEGEE: VYes. sSir.

DESNDN BN Vhat is a --

DIEIDEDIEGEE: And the pod status lights, as long as ny
hoses are extended.

DISIDE B Ckay. And what is a covert position
light? Tell me about your covert position lights.

DIEIDEEDIEEE: There are one on each wing, one on the tail,
one on the top, and one on the bottomof the aircraft.

DISIDE B  And those are called covert position
lights?

DISIDEOIEEE: V¢é!/!., those are called navigation.

DISIDE B Covert nav? So they're nav |ights?
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DISIDEDIEGEE: 'hey' re nav lights that have a covert

setting available to them

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. So when they're overt, are
those the red, gree, and white |lights?

DIEIDEDIEGEEE Yes. sir.

DISIDE B  And then when you switch to covert,

they all go, |ike, green?

DISIDEDIEGEE: VYes. sir. Wll, they go green on the

goggl es, but invisible to the naked eye.

DISIDE B Ckay. Awesone. And if | was | ooking
at a C-130 at night, particularly in low light Ievel conditions,
t hrough the naked eye in the position that you described, what

woul d | see?

DIEIDEEOIEEE: Wth the covert light set?

O ) @ HERCHE

DIEIDEEDIEEE: You would see nothing.

DIEIDE B Ckay. It would be a black hole,
potentially?

DISIDEEDIEGEE: VYes. sSir.

DISIDE B  And then, in what type of |ighting
configuration would you expect the receiver, specifically F-18
receivers, to be in? |If that's what was goi ng down?

DIEIDEOIEGEE: | \wuld expect themto have, at a m ninmum
their navigation lights on and for the trail receiver to have his

st robe on.

EISNDN BN Gy strobe, you nmean --
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DISIDEEIEGEE: Overt. Overt anti collision light.
DISIDE B Overt anti collision light? And for

navi gation lights, do you nmean covert anti collision lights on
the F-18 or do you nean red, gree, and white lights, visible to
t he naked eye?

DIEIDEEDIEEE: Red, green, and white lights visible to the

naked eye.

DISIDE B  And what other lights would you expect
to see on the F-18, with his probe extended and receiving fuel?
DIEIOEEOIEEE: | wuld expect to see their probe |ight.

DISIDE B Ckay. So you have a white light in
the front, in the probe. And a white light on the tail. And

then red and greens on the wing tip as appropriate?
DIEIDEDIEGEE: Yes. sir. And then I would expect it, as

|l ong as their systens were normal, although not required, | would

expect to see formation lights, strip lights, on themas well.

Just being famliar with the F-18.

DISIDE B Overt green strip lights?
DIEIONOIGEN: Yes. Sir.

DIEIDE I Ckay. Awesonme.  Lets talk a little
bit about 2016. You brought up, |I'm not super tracking, but you

said due to sonething that happened in 2016 when you were an
i nstructor at MOTS one, which is Marine Aviation Wapons and
Tactics Squadron One, which is a standardi zation body and a
weapons school for the Marine Corps. You were an instructor

there. Sonething happened out here with airplanes com ng and
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going fromthe Tanker? |1'mnot --

DIEIONDIGEN: Yes. siT.
DIEIDE B Vhat? Tell ne about that.
DISIDEEIEGEE: So | was not in the squadron, like | said at

that tine. | know two of the individuals who were on that
flight. At the tinme, | did not know those individuals. | only

received the haz rep and was using it as a CRMinstructional tool

DESNDN B O<ay.

DIEIDEDIEGEE: - o' CRMclasses based off of that. And
also for nmy certification, external I|ighting, and NSI
consi derations when | was certifying new NSI's in ny job at
MAWTS.

DISKDN BN O<ay.

DIESIDEEIEGEE: Sco What happened there, they were refueling
sonewhere in Japan. They had conpleted the refueling evol ution.
The Tanker crew had cleared the receivers to depart with no
specific departure instructions. Unknown whether or not the
observers kept an eye on themin the front, the pilots did not
have sight on the receivers departing the formation in the front.
Vi ch we typically do, you start with visibility on themin the
right seat. The left seat pilot cannot see where receivers are
in the echelon right position.

However, fromthe right seat, you can kind of see over
there behind the wing line. And as a pilot, when we clear the

receivers to depart, the observers have themfirst and then they
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pass forward to the wing line. And then as the pilot is up
front, then you're watching them conply with the departure
procedures and nmaking sure that we're not hitting them because
they're going to accelerate and clinb away from us.

On this particular flight, they cleared the receivers
to depart wi thout any specific departure instructions. They
t hought that the receivers were getting ready to depart, and one
of the receivers |ost essay and ended up actually striking the
trail, the hose. Which he should have been nowhere near the
hose. After he was clear to depart off the echelon right, struck
the hose and put a hole, | believe, through his |eading edge on
hi s Hor net.

And he ended up diverting, instead of com ng back into
| wakuni . Ended up diverting into Okinawa. But, from our
community perspective, that was fairly scary because when we
cl ear receivers to depart, we expect themto depart, and clinb,
and use their air speed differential to get away fromus. Not to
hang around us or | ose essay and bunp into part of our aircraft.

DISIDE B So the receiver, which was an F-18, it
struck, like, the basket of the -- do you know which basket, or

if both the baskets were out?

DISIDEEIEGEE: | don't know, sir.

DISIDE B Do you know if the basket or the hose
assenbly was danmaged or separated?

DIEIDEDIEEE: | think it was pulled off the plane for us.

DISIDE B  You think the C-130 | ost the basket
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and the hose?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir.

OESNDN B SO - -

DISIDEEIEGEE: But |'mnot sure. | mean, the haz rep says
a lot of that, but | just -- that's what | renenber from briefing
it.

DISIDE B Yess Okay. So what -- so since
you're teaching, you said you're teaching ORM stuff, or CRM or

what were you teaching specifically?

DISIONOEGEN Yes, sir. CRM

DIENDN BN CRW?
DIEIDEDIGEE: 't was |like CRMrefresher classes and used

as a discussion point on NSI certs.

DIEIDE B 2 ay. And so what were sonme of those
key briefing points, other than just telling the story you told?
What were sone of the things that you would instruct your
students?

DISIDEEIEGEE: 'hat when you clear receivers to depart,
that you put themat an altitude different fromours, prior to
maki ng any turn. And that everyone in our KC-130 mmaintains
visual with the receivers as they' re departing until we are
confident that they're conpletely clear altitude wi se and turning
away.

And whet her or not that's just the observers in the
back or the pilots up front, whether or not it's daytinme or

nighttinme, that we're doing that. That | think a lot of trust in
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the past in our community has been given to receivers. Hey,
these are jets, they fly formati on on us, you know, routinely.
They know what they're doing. They're not going to hit us.
Well, they proved it wong, they did hit us in that tinme. And
use that --

DISIDE B And that was 2.5 years before the
fatal m shap we are investigating now?

DISIDEEIEGEE: VYes. sSir.

DISIDE B Vhat type of procedures or policies
were put in place to mtigate the risk associated with what you
just described?

DIESIDEEIEGEE: Sco ! know fromthe Hornet perspective after
that, and I don' know the specifics with it, | just remenber
hearing the tal k that was happeni ng because at MAWIS, the Tac Air
departnent, our desks were right next to the Hornets. That they
said that there was sone discrepancy with that pilot. Wth
regard to how he was scheduled and his ability to, per the TNR,
conplete that event with the way that it was being tracked and
recorded for the night aided Tanking TNR code on the Hornet side.
And then --

DIENDN BN SO you --

DISIDEEDIEGEE: Fromthe Herc side, sir, there's a policy in
pl ace with the ATP, at or above. W just anplified the above
status of that to our community. But, in the end, the revision
cycle for the ATP isn't just controlled by the United States.

And it's controlled by the NATO STANAG entities. And we provide
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recomendati ons to them for changes in the future. And those are
all very, very slow from ny experience of also serving as our
community's nmodel manager to the authorities for that

publ i cati on.

DISIDE B So ! ets go back to what you overheard
when you were at MAWI. So you nade a comment about the Hornet
pil ot not being qualified and proficient. So I think what |'m
hearing is mybe the Hornet pilot didn't have all the
prerequi sites for what he was doing, wasn't properly schedul ed.

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. Agreed. And | know that, | mean, from
our end on the Herc perspective, single KC-130 night Tanking,
like |I said, the pilots, we don't have a specific TNR code for
that. That's not a difficult task intensive event for us. It
requires a couple of different considerations to acconplish at
ni ghttime, but nothing that would nake us need to do another TNR
event for it.

And | renmenmber hearing that in the Hornet conmunity, |
believe that code is a 2,000 | evel code, but that it's not | ooked
at something that they would expect people to typically struggle
with or felt like they needed to -- it was a very adm nistrative

TNR event is what I'"'mtrying to say.

DISIDE B Sure. Do you have any know edge about

what happened in -- | nean, | was unfortunately diffed in at the

time, and so | m ssed out on this whole thing. 1In '16 | was at

school. But, the -- was there, like, a big Marine Corps w de

safety stand down after the 2016 or, | mean, you knew about it
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because you were at MAWIS and you sat next to the Tac Air guys
and you pulled the haz rep, doing do diligence. You said
there's, so there's a safety investigation that produced a haz

rep or soenthing --

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir.

DISIDE B - that you read, OPNAV 3750. Was
t here any other --

DISIDEDIGEE: There were -- | don't renmenber any
restrictions com ng down on the KC-130 community as a result of
it.

DISNDN B Yes.

DISIDEEIEGEE: | know that the Hornet community had to do a
deep dive into their TNR, and | don't know if they got told to
fix it before they could resune night Tanking or not. |

honestly, | don't know.

DISIDE B ot tracking? Fair enough. Okay.

DISIDE B VB am when you're doing air
refueling, what are the responsibilities of your observers in the
back? Do you have two in the back or just one?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: V¢ typically have two in the back. W are
only required to have an observer on a basket --

DISNDN B Okay.

DIEIDEDIGEE: - 'cally, as it's extended to watch

refueling operations. | could really have a Hornet, kind of,
come up and join on ne w thout having a hose extended, and be

perfectly legal to do that wi thout any eyes |ooking out the back
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of our aircraft. But, on a night where we routinely schedule two
qualified observers in the back because we're anticipating using
bot h hoses.

And their responsibilities are once they get visual of
the receivers comng in, to give a running commentary over ICS to
the pilots up front regarding the | ocation of the receivers.

They are trained to know what excessive closure |ooks |ike. They
are cleared to, you know, instructed to know what a proper plug
in the basket |ooks like. What excessive fuel |eak would | ook

li ke, or any type of hose malfunction, as well as, the refueling
range that the receiver are supposed to be in when they plug into
t he basket.

DISIDE B How about post refueling, prior to
departure?

DISIDEDIEGEE: They are, like | said, after those receivers
are out of the basket and technically after we bring our hoses
in, there's nothing TNR wi se or requirenents wise for themto
keep an eye on it. Ganted we do have them And their never --
we never tal k about that as pilots and observers, but they are
keepi ng an eye on the location of the receiver aircraft until
t hey have departed the formation.

Or until sonething cones up in the cargo departnent,
where their crew duties dictate otherwi se. Such as wal ki ng
around to check for hydraulic | eaks after we finished up bringing
the hoses in, because at that point, there's nothing back there

anynore that they are -- we are required to have aft visibility
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on.
DISIDE B So the observer had to be on the hose,

if you have a jet plugging. But, if you' re just dragging the

hoses, and the jet's done, and the jet's |leaving. The observer

is not required to be on the hose; is that correct?

DIEIDEEIEEE: No. If the hose is extended.

DISIDE B 't is to be observed?

DISIDEDIEGEE: 't is to be observed.

DESNDN BN O<ay.

DIEIDEDIEEE: And there isn't -- the only thing that we
have, like, so it's not, like, explicitly witten on that. |
woul d say except for the pre air to air refueling checklist, it
says observers in position before we extend hoses. So inplied in
that is that the observers stay in position and they have
visibility until that hose is no | onger trail ed.

DISIDE B So you tal ked about the ATP-56 and |'m
sure you're famliar with the docunent.

DISIDEEIEGEE: VYes. sSir.

DISIDE B  Vhere in the ATP-56 does it tal k about

ni ght systems air refueling of a fixed wing aircraft?
DIEIDEDIEEE: ' the U S standards related docunment
portion of that, it includes specifics on every type, nodel,
series within the Navy and Marine Corps regarding |ighting
configurations for both overt and covert light settings on that.

And that's really --

DISIDE B So that's the SRD, which is actually
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i ke an appendi x, right?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir.

DISIDE B s there a section on night systens
hel i copter air refueling?

DIEIOEEOIEEE: | wuld have to go back and reviewit, sir.

DESNDN BN O<ay.

DIESIDEEIEGEm: \Vhich, | nmean, | do routinely, but | can't
pull that off the top of ny head.

DISIDE B 't s alright. Have you -- does
VMGR- 152 have a squadron order 3710 SOP for flight operations?

DISIDEEDIEGEE: VYes. sSir.

DISIDE B A'c you famliar with it?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir.

DISIDE B Do you know who signed the nost recent
copy?

DISIONCICEE: ISIONON EEENN

DIEIDE B 2 Ckay. \What about MAG 12? Does it
have an SOP?

DISIDEEDIEGEE: VYes. sSir.

DESNDN BN O<ay.

DIEIOEDIEEE: | don't know what the nobst current version
is and if you | ook around Sharepoint, it's very difficult to find
what the nost current version is.

DISIDE B  'hat's interesting. \Wat do you nmean?

DIEIDEEDIEEE: \V¢e!/!. | nean, |'ve gone -- so the MAG 12 SOP

Is very specific to Tac Air aircraft and they are on a | ot of
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specifics In there for us. And a |lot of the MCAS Iwakuni Station
Order actually applies to us nmuch nore SOP wise in the |ocal area
than the MAG 12 SOP does. So | renenber |'ve been -- | | ooked
for it a couple tinmes when |I first got out here, and | think the
nost recent version it is not within the past couple years that |
was ever able to find. | remenber perusing it when | first got
out here and being like, there's nothing in here that really is
above what ny squadron SOP says and what the station order says
for local procedures. And |I never |ooked for --

DISIDE B Anything in the MAG 12 SOP about ni ght
system or air refueling a fixed wing aircraft, or NVG use, or
anything like that?

DIEIOEEIEEE: Not that | know of, sir.

DISIDE B  Have you -- do you know if the 1st
Marine Aircraft Wng has a Wng order 3710 SOP for flight

operations?

DIEIDEEOIEEE: | have not checked for that for the previous
six months, but | do remenber | ooking at that docunent and
finding it very odd that that docunment was separated in chapters
of Word docunents, instead of a PDF that appeared to be
nodi fiable at the time. So | was confused about whether or not
t hat docunent was under edit and a new one was com ng out, or
not. So | renenber --

DISIDE B $So have you ever served in any other
Marine Aircraft Wng?

DIESIDEDIEGEE: Yes, sir. 3rd MAW
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DIl B Did 3rd MAW have nunerous Wrd

docunents on, like, a Sharepoint site, or do they have, like, a
single PDF with the conmandi ng general's signature?
DISIDEEDIEGEE: They had a single PDF with the commandi ng

general's signature on it, sir.

DISIDE B So static, unedible docunment?
DISIDEDIEGEE: Yes. sir. Inny time there, and that was in
the 2007 to 2013 tinmefrane.

DISIDE B  Vhat about you were on staff at MAWS
One. Did MAWIS One have any kind of SOP s?
DIENONDIGEN: Yes, Sir.

DISIDE B V\4s that a Wrd document on Shar poi nt ?
DISIDEOIEGEE: No. It was a PDF docunent and then it was

al so printed out hard copies and distributed before every cl ass.

DISIDE B And did it have the CO of MAWIS One
signhature on it?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir.

DIENSN DN (DNSNDN BN (Ph]. or whoever?

DISIDEEDIEGEE: VYes. sSir.

DISIDE B $So you were clear that what was
expected of you based on that docunment?

DISIDEEIEGEE: VYes. sSir.

DISIDE B  And your inference fromyour facial

expressions that the 1st MAW docunent being an el ectronic Wrd
docunment on a Sharepoint that | ooked |ike sonething under

revision, you aren't -- it was less clear to you how directive
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t hat docunment may or mmy not have been?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: $Yes. sir.

DISIDE B s that a fair assessnment?
DISIDEEDIEGEE: VYes. sSir.

DS B DOid you find that odd?

DIEIDEDIEGEE: Yes. And | renmenber talking to the new Wng

ASO when he visited the squadron | ast summer about that, and said
that it was in the process of revision. That they needed to fix
t hat .

DISIDE B 'he Wng ASO, do you renmenber his rank

and name?

DISIDEEDIEGEE: | just renenber he was a tall, bald, Mjor,
[1 naudi bl e] guy. I'msorry, sir.

DI BN Sounds like myE@m- COkay. Fair
enough.

Is there anything else about this m shap, conmand
climte, safety culture, standardization that you feel is germane
to the contributing factors of this mshap that you'd like to
share with us tody for the record?

DIEIDEEOIEEE: | had given in the past a -- this -- we were
doing MAG 12 war fighting discussions on Friday afternoons at
1500, under [DISISE B direction for squadrons to all take
turns rotating around briefs that woul d be, hopefully, applicable
everyone in the room And it's pretty hard to do that, to be
applicable to Hornets, F-35 s, MASS, and VMGR. But, so we had

gone around some air to air discussions and, you know,
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capabilities of CAS. A bunch of stuff, which is all good PME for
everyone. And then | had given in the February, | think February
to March tineframe an area refueling brief, specifically for
fixed wing receivers to the MAG 12 audi ence that was avail abl e

t hat day.

Wth the end state goal of being for MAG 12 to be able
to nove fromfull comm Tanker formation procedures -- and this is
aside fromsingle ship. But, nove fromday full comm Tanker
formati on procedures for an LFE, or for whatever required it. To
be able to nove that towards being able to acconplish night
Tanker MCON evolution. And we were going to take baby steps
towards that.

And part of giving this brief and exposing MAG 12
whenever we could for aircraft allocation here at |wakuni. And
for me also, to build nmy flight | eadership designations of both
section | eads and Tac racks within the squadron. That we had --
were noving towards that direction to try to get ourselves better
and nore tactical and ready to acconplish whatever this AOR woul d
demand.

DISIDE B How d that go?

DISIDEDIEEE: V¢ executed day MCON a couple times with
just the two ship Tanker formation. From mnmy perspective, it's
hard comng froma job at MAWIS where you're giving confirmtion
briefs and flying with all very proficient pilots on these
m ssions. And for ne, | didn't see what was so hard about it,

being a Tanker formation pil ot.
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But, fromthe receiver's perspective, seeing the |ack
of exposure, | think, out here that Marine receivers have with
Tankers was pretty eye opening. And nmade nme realize that there
was no way our squadron could go straight to night MCON Tanker
formations, that we need to do it in baby steps.

DISIDE B So it sounds like you're describing a
fighter receiver that showed up behind your C-130 Tanker with | ow
proficiency and exhibited skill was, |ike, struggling.

DIOIDEDIEGEE: Yess O just lack of -- I think that the
receiver pilots in 3rd and 2nd MAW s Tank nore routinely on
KC-130's than el sewhere. And it's also by nature of the FRAGS
that they support, in support of EWIG LANT or PAC. There's a |ot
nore Tanker evol utions and also KC-130 availability because
you're used nuch nore in an air to air refueling capability and
tasked to that in the United States. Versus in this AOR, we
acconplish assault transport much nore often just due to AOR size
and | ack of rotes.

DISNDN BN O<ay.

DIESIDEDIEGE: $That's it, sir.

DISIDE B A/l right.  Thank you for your candid

di scussi on.
Judge?
DIENDN BN o' am one |ast piece. Rough

estimte, how many ariel refueling m ssions have you conduct ed?

DISIDE B 2800 hours. One thousand? Day/ ni ght,

fromyour first one to your |ast one, what do you think?
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DISIDEDIGEE: SORTY's or receivers?

DISIDE B lcts go receivers, that'll be a bigger
nunber .

DISNONEIEEE: Holy crap!

DISIDE B Yes.  Fixed wing.

DIEIDEDIEEE: Receivers? It would be probably -- fixed
wing receivers? I'mconfident it's over 1,000.

DI B And how common is it that you,
after the refueling, that you had put an aircraft echelon left,
vise echelon right?

DISIDEEIEGEE: | \wuld not do it, unless it had either been
pre briefed, or thoroughly coordi nated over AR primary on the
radio with the flight |ead.

Bl And how many tinmes has that happened?

() 5 ) (0 () M

DISIDE B How many tinmes have you split a
section of F-18"s? So one echelon left and one echelon right.

() 5 ) (0 () M

DI B 'hank you, Ma'am

DIEIDEEDIEEE: For the departure, right?

(DS BN Correct.

DISIDE B  Yes. for departure.

() 5 ) (0 () M

DIEIDE B VOuld it be normal or acceptable for

t he Hornet section |leader to direct his wingman to go to a

position on the Tanker. O it would be nore appropriate for the
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refueling area commander to do that?

DIEIDEEDIEGEE: The refueling area commander shoul d do that.

At that point, with the Hornet flight lead still as a menmber of
the formation, he is not the formation |lead at that point. The
Tanker is still assum ng control of the receivers around our
aircraft.

DISIDE B So if you had a couple of Hornets

joined up on you and | ead was done Tanki ng and he was in right
echel on and as dash 2 becane satisfied on the |eft basket and the
flight |lead, the Hornet flight lead told his Hornet w ngnen to go
to left echelon, would you be okay with that?

DIEIDEOIEE: \V¢!/!. if he told himto do that on their

Hor net inner plane frequency, | wouldn't know that had happened.

DIEIDE B o Lets say he says it on Tanker
primary.

DIEIOEOIEEE: Then | would tell him why do you want to do
that? | prefer you to go right echelon. It would be a
back-and-forth interrogative and to find out what the reason for
It was.

DISIDE B VYul d you consider yourself to be the
flight lead at that time. O the Hornet section |eader to be the
flight |ead?

DISIDEDIEGEE: $Wself until they were out of the echel on
position and departing the formation by a difference than one

mle and 100 feet.

EIENDN BN Thank you.

35
Enclosure 140



DIENDN BN No further question.
[DIENDN BN Judge will swear you out.
(OIS B Vas warned, sworn, and departed.]
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DISIDE B - cday is Thursday the 24th of

January 2019. We"re in lIwakuni, Japan. I'm DISISE HE
(b) (6)
- !'n conducting a JAGMAN investigation into the 2018

mishap at MAG-12. 1"m assisted by IESIDE IS B
and IS B 'ho are present in the room. We are
interviewing [DISH N -

D8 B - rlecase state your full name, spelling your

last name for the record.
SN B |UCS DIEE B - That”s [DESEENEEI -
DISIDE - I8N B how would you like me to
refer to you?
DIEE B You can call me DIEH -

ENENDN BN : Okay. [@NEM- You can call me [EEN or

sir
[DNEN - Okay.
DISIDE I I8 'hen did you get your wings?
DIEE B June 17th, 2011.
DISIDE B - 'hat was your first question gun
squadron?

DIEE B VVFA-AW533.

DISIDE B ey, I'm a little out of order. Where
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did you go to the FRS?

[@E: ! went to the FRS iIn VFA-106, Oceania.

DISIDE B - 'hat is your qualification and
designation level?

@BE: Currently I am a division lead. Do you want all
qualifications and designations, or just the highest?

[DESNSN BN - Highest.

IDIEE B Division lead currently. Additionally, I am a

PMCF pilot, as well as a ASO.

DISIDE B - Arc you an NSI?

DISE B ! an not an NSI.

DISIDE B - Arc you an FAI?

BE: ! am not an FAI.

DISIDE B - /Arc you night systems qualified?

DIEE B VYes., | am.

DISISE B - Roughly, how many goggle hours do you
have?

DIEE B Avrproximately 89ish.

DISIDE B -  How many Hornet hours do you have?

I8N B About 710, I believe.

DISISE B So you have 700, roughly 700 Hornet

hours, and roughly 90 night vision goggle hours?
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DIEE B : T'here seems a little disparity there. |
couldn®t recall off the top of my head, but --

DISIDE B - Okay. How many hours do you have on the
ANVS-117?

DIEE B : The NVCD"s, probably --

DISIDE B - Vost of your time?

I8N - \o- In 533, we didn"t have them. So when -- 1
just got back to the fleet in 2017, so | probably have, I don"t
know, 20 hours in them.

DISIDE B So You checked in to 242 in about June of
"177?

[DIEE B - Dccember of 2017.

DISIDE - 'velve of 177

DIEE B : es-

DISIDE B - Okay. Where were you in December of 187

IDIE8E B : Dccember of "18 1 was at the -- 1 was in the

squadron.

[DIENSN BN : You were here?
(0 5 N HERCEP
DISIDE B - Okay so what role did you have in the

MAG-ULT?

DIESE B : 'n the MAG-ULT I was assigned to the fay page as
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a flight lead. Either being a section lead or a division lead for
that. Pretty much being a flight lead during the day time, period.
That was pretty much it.

DISIDE B Okay. What™s your current ground job?

DISE B : ! am the AAMO. So Assistant Aircraft
Maintenance Officer.

DISIDE B - Okay. Why were you selected for the day
go, do you know?

DIEE - ! have no real reason why 1 was selected.

DISIDE B Okay. Who were the other field grade
officers on the day page?

DIE8E B 'he day page, | think it was Lieutenant Colonel,
the CO, --

DISIDE B - Okay. What about the X0?

DIEE - 'he XO was not. He was on the night page, |
believe. 1 think the OPSO, so ISl HEEE "'2s on the day page as
well. 1 think it was just myself.

DISIDE B - So the CO, OPSO, and the AA were the day
field grade officers you think?

DIEE B Yes. sir.

DISIDE B Ckay. What about the maintenance

officer, the AMO?
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DIEE B He was on the -- 1 think he was on the swing
page.

(DESNDN BN Okay .

DIEE B : °So ! think he came in late afternoon and left in
the evening.

DISIDE B Have ever been to the Tanker in the
Hornet?

DIEE Bl ! have.

DISIDE B - Day and night?

DIEE - ! have.

DISIDE - And when you went at night, did you wear
your ANVS-9"s or ANVS-117"s?

DIEE B A\VS-9°s.

[DNENDN BN Okay. Did you go --

D18 B Correction, both actually. 1 have been on both.

IS B : Both, okay.

DIEE B : And are you talking about the KC-135 or the
KC-130?

O C ) i HEERGON

DIEE B For the -- specifically for the KC-130, I1%ve
been on the ANVS-11"s. Last time I was on a 135 at night, it was

never, actually. 1It"s only been on the TransPac.
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DISIDE B - /And TranPacs are conducted in the day?

I8N - T'hat's correct.

IS B - Okay. Have you ever worked in the DOSS
before, as you said, you®"re an ASO?

IS - ! have.

DISIDE B 0 what squadron did you work in a
Department of Safety and Standardization?

DIEE B VVFA-W242.

DISIDE B - Okay. So you're the DOSS here at 2427

DIEE B - ! was the DOSS at 242. 1 turned over, roughly
September 30ish, beginning of November with DISISEDNE

(6)

I -

DISIDE B - Okay. So you were the DOSS until just,
like, six weeks before the mishap?

DIEE B : es-

DISIDE B - Okay. As the DOSS, did you review the
flight schedule?

DIEE B ! did.

DISIDE B - How did you document that?

DIEE B So we went from a period of transition, from
siganturing [sic] on the schedule to review it, to a period of where

they would bring around just a signature page attached to the
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schedule.

DISIDE B - Like a routing sheet?

DIEE B - lLike a -- not a routing sheet, per so much as
that a -- just a -- it was a single page that was days of the month
that when the schedule officer or schedule writer would hand it to
you, you would just sign off that you reviewed the schedule. So I
think they just took the signature off the schedule and just put it
onto an additional addendum page that OPSEC maintained custody of.

DISIDE B - 'hat™s the purpose of that?

DIESE B ! think 1t"s just to make sure everybody saw it.

DISIDE B - But what was the purpose of taking it off
the schedule? Because it seems like some older schedules, like back
in May, It was on. And then i1t seems like in June or July, around
the change of command, i1t was taken off.

IDIEE B : T'here was no requirement to have it on the
schedule.

DISIDE - !'m familiar with the requirements, I™m
asking why you took it off.

DIEE B ! didn"t take it off.

DISIDE B - ! 'n asking you why the squadron took it

off. You were the DOSS at the time, you must have been part of the

conversation when they took it off.
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DIEE B ! believe that was just a decision by the
headquarters or --

DIEIDE I C DIEIONDE I .

DIEE B : Yes. pretty much. |1 don”"t know who made the
specific "you shall take this off,” whether that be the OPS, the
safety, the CO, the XO, but I know at some point it just
transitioned to not being on the schedule anymore to an addendum
page.

DISIDE B - Okay. What about ORM worksheets?

DIEE B : The risk management worksheets that we -- we
didn"t have any attached to the schedule for that. We would review
the flights and for any sort of additional risk based on the
currency of the pilots, based on the training that they were
conducting, based on the time that they were conducting it. And
then make 1t and then voice an opinion i1If we had any significant
concerns on 1it.

DISIDE B - You talking about in a brief, or in a
schedule development process?

DIEE B - Just in the schedule development process.

DISIDE B - So in the schedule development process it
was never a practice at 242 to create a risk management worksheet or

risk assessment worksheet or each line on the schedule?
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DIEE - T'hat's correct.
DISIDE B S0 there®™s no documentation of your

ORM?

DIEE B : e do not have -- besides the signature that has
been passed through operations officer, the safety officer as well.
It actually went through the ASO"s hand more importantly, but the
DOSS or the ASO would sign for the schedule as i1t was reviewed since
I was ASO certified and trained as well. 1 could, pretty much, look
at 1t and evaluate 1t, and i1t would go through that process. But,
that was our way of as effectively -- as senior leadership as the
risk management and the training to take a look at it. But, there
was no official line-by-line based on currency of low, medium, or
high.

DISIDE B 5o basically is just shows that you
looked at it, but 1t doesn®"t show your analysis of.

DIEE B Yes-

DESNDN I - Okay -

DISIDE B - So how did you provide recommendations to

the commander as the ASO?
DIEE - Vell, during my time as the ASO, 1 would
approach commander if there were any sort of crew pailring or

anything like that. 1 seldom had them. 1 was new to the squadron,
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so I still was understanding people®s personalities, leadership
abilities, and stuff. So I would take my opinion first the OPSO,
and then just say hey, you know, based on, you know, currency or any
sort of not qualified, which seldom ever happened, if any 1 recall,
but -- and then just voices, hey, you know, this crew pairing right
here, may be something to take a look at.

DISIDE B - How do you define a hazard?

IDIEE B How do 1 define a hazard or how does the
squadron define a hazard?

DISIDE B - Cither answer would be acceptable.

IS - ! think personally for me, 1 define a hazard as
anything operating in the low to medium rine set, just as tac-air
pilots, 1 think with the type of training that we do. | think
anything outside of that, based on the crew proficiency, whether
he"s a -- or proficiency and currency go into that. So if 1It"s his
initial codes or if iIts a repeat code, | would assess hazard that
way. That if, depending on how long we"ve -- it"s been since we --

IS B - o, I™m just asking, in general, how do
you define the word hazard in the context of aviation?

I8N B Anything that could potentially cause a mishap

or just a accident.

DISIDE B - Ckay. And then how do you define a risk?

10
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I8 B How do 1 define a risk? | would say risk would
more along the line be something that"s going to contribute to a
mishap or a hazard, in the sense that risk Is -- 1t"s on a graduated
scale to me. That depending on what you®"re doing. So I guess it
would depend on the risk how I would define it.

DISIDE B - How you define risk would be dependent on
the risk? 1"m asking you to define risk.

DIEE B 't would depend on the situation.

DI B - Ckay. So you're familiar with the term
ORM I"m sure.

DIEE B Correct.

DISIDE B - 'hat does that mean? Define the acronym.

DIEE B So risk management, or operational risk
management now is what were talking about is purely a way to meet
mission success for us. We have going from preflight mission
planning through debrief, is how we"re going to assess risk
throughout the entire revolution. What 1 like to tell guys is the
fact that what i1s the challenge today, or what is the biggest i1ssue
today? Whether that be the weather, whether that be the
proficiency, whether that be the mission, or the currency. First
talk about that, address that, which we do in the admin phase per
the mods brief. We talk about hey who"s -- when is the last time

11
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you“ve flown, how many days? That kind of thing. And so risk
management to me i1s understanding what are the factors at hand and
how best to mitigate those.

DISIDE B - 'hat are the five steps to the ORM
process?

DIEE B : !dentify the risk. First identify the risk,
assess the risk, make a risk decision, implement the controls, and
then supervise. 1 believe that"s the way i1t is.

DISIDE - !'n impressed, very good. Pretty close.

DIE8E B : Somewhere to that circle.

[DNENDN BN Okay. Good.
Are you familiar with the acronym CRM?
BDIEE B VYes., | am.
DISIDE B - Can you define that for me?

IDIEE - Yes. Crew Resource Management. Something that
we effectively use in the cockpit. What I talk to guys about is
there i1s that ther®s no rank iIn the cockpit. CRM is the utilization
between you and the other guy to successfully accomplish the
mission. Whether that"s communication, decision making, leadership,
both inside and outside the cockpit, that®"s, kind of, how I discuss

the CRM.
DISIDE B - 'hat are the seven components of CRM.

12
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DIEE B So you got the mix salad. So you got the
[inaudible], decision making, adaptibility, flexibility, mission
analysis, communication, leadership, assertiveness, and situational
awareness.

DISIDE B - And how is that integrated into
operations at VMFA all weather 2427

DIEE Bl ! think we all assess different aspects of CRM
as well. 1 think 1"ve never had an issue with TCC or CRM iIn a
cockpit so to speak. It"s one of those things that 1 think we do a
very good job, that we understand that we"re one team, one fight
when we get into the cockpit. And if I°ve ever had an issue with
that we usually address it on the deck, but 1 don"t think 1"ve ever
had an issue with that.

DISIDE B - So do you consider night systems low
light level area fueling 200 miles off shore at two o"clock in

morning to be a hazard?

(0 N HERCEP
DISIDE B - 'hat -- how would that be reflected on

the flight schedule iIn the process at place at 242?

DIEE Bl ! think that we would -- we would obviously
identify first who is going to be leading it based on their
experience and qualifications. And then we"re going to look at the

13
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crews who are going to go execute it. So what does that mean to me?
I"m just going to look at the guys who are -- what®s currency,
what"s their proficiency, when is the last time they flew at night,
how long ago was the last time someone did the Tanker? You know,
all those things that you look at.

Now, would 1 say that a guy who hasn"t been to the Tanker
in a long time i1s a high risk? Not necessarily. Depending on what
it 1s, so C-130"s in my opinion is that it"s a low -- not low, but
low to medium risk. Obviously there®"s a risk there because of what
can occur, but it"s an admin part of the flight for me. And what 1
would actually treat it to is an admin part of the flight because
we"re trying to be able to get gas at day or night, as required.

DISIDE B - So your nonverbal communication with the
word admin there, the shoulder shrug led me to indicate that you
feel like administrative aspects of the flight are inherently less
hazardous than tactical portions?

IDIESE B : ! would say in some regards, yes. But there's
also been situations too where admin phases of flight, such as
taking off and landing on an airfield, can be hazardous. Well,
depending on the weather, depending on the time of day, depending on
what®"s going on. So everything is situationally dependent at that
point.

14
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DISIDE B - SO Yyou just said that you think a flight

event similar to the mishap event would be considered a -- 1 didn"t
hear 1f you said low, medium, or high risk, but a risk event. A
medium risk, perhaps?

DIESE B : Yes. | think all flight -- I think every flight
that we do has inherent risk. Anytime we fly in formation or in
close proximity to the area cloud, there"s always a hazard for a
mid-air. And we talk to it in the briefs. So i1t"s one of those
things that we discuss common that, you know, is part of the
standard emergency contingencies is mid-air. You know, we always
talk about hey, you know, mid-air, lets not do tonight. Keep, you
know, keep your eyeballs out, always focusing, you know, into the
formation and outside the formation.

So we talk about it, but I think anytime that you“re
flying a tactical mission or even -- | would only say probably the
low risk flight is anytime you fly singleton, like go into the pie
for a currency or something like that.

Even though i1t still has a risk just because based on the
age of the aircraft, because you may never know when the aircraft
decides that hey 1 have a flight control issue or something like
that. But, 1 would say just generically in the general execution
phase, that"s pretty low risk to me. However, when you start adding
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different -- when you start adding aircraft, you"re going to elevate
the risk.

DISIDE B - Do you agree that -- so now we"re talking
about the cumulative effects of risk, so would agree that a night
Tanker is more, has more risk than a day Tanker?

NS B NO.

DISIDE B - You wouldn™t? So you feel like going to

the Tanker 1In the daytime is an identical risk than going to the
Tanker in low light level?

DIEE - ! think they"re different risks. But, | think
they"re probably the same risk level. So I think there"s risk
because that -- i1t"s all about the factors that are affecting you.
IT you are -- what 1"m saying by that is you can lose SA around
Tanker, you can have an issue around the Tanker during the day just
as easy as you can have during the night.

DISIDE B Okay. So you feel like you"re just as
likely to collide into a Tanker in daylight conditions as you are to
collide In a Tanker that®"s covert, under low light level conditions,
while using the ANVS-11"s? You feel that"s an identical level of
risk?

DIEE B : ! don"t believe it"s an identical level of risk
because the factors are different.

16
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DISIDE - <l me about the factors.

IDIEE - T'he factors are daytime nighttime, for one.

DISIDE B - Okay. So then i1f you follow my line of
thinking, would you agree that going to the Tanker at night has more
risk than going to the Tanker at day? Because just previously you
said 1t"s the same risk, it doesn"t. You just said it"s exactly the
same.

DIEE B ! didn"t say it was the same risk, I said It was
the same level of --

DISIDE - Okay. Tell me what you are saying.

DIE8E B : 'hat I would say about that is it"s gojng to
have, both are going to have their same risk. Ildentify the risk,
what"s the risk?

DISIDE B - Okay. 1711 play that with you. The risk
is a collision with a Tanker.

IDIE8E B : Could you do that during the day and night?

o W HERCES

DIEE - T'here we go. So the risk is the same, right?

O C ) B HEGH

DIEE B !t°s not the same?

DISIDE - o- What is your field of view? Let me

ask you some questions. What"s the field of view of the night

17
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vision goggle?

DIEE B t"s approximately, like, 40 degrees field of

DISIDE B - How about 40 degrees circular. That's

what 1t is. What"s the field of view of the naked eye?
DIEE B t"s about 100 and -- 1°d probably take it at

about 180.

DIENDSN BN ©  Yes. 210.
IDIEE B : You have your peripherals.

DISIDE B °So we agree that there®s more peripheral

vision available unaided than aided?

DIEE B : \o. there®s no peripheral vision unaided,
especially at night.

DISIDE B - here™s no peripheral vision unaided at
night? You can"t see anything?

DIEE B : \o. there is. | think what, excuse me, yes,
there is. You have peripheral vision at night. Obviously, what
you"re looking for is a light source or anything like that that"s
going to i1lluminate itself.

(DISNDN BN Okay .

BDIEE B Yes-

DISIDE B °So is there peripheral vision unaided in
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the daytime?

DIEE B Unaided in the daytime, yes.

DISIDE B - Ouring a day flight, correct?

DIEE B Yes-

DISIDE B So ! think we can agree that -- and | by

the way I°ve been to the Tanker i1f you were not tracking, so, |
mean, | know that when I"m Tanking, either single seat or In the
V-22, 1 can see a lot peripherally in the daytime that is not
available to me at night. Particularly under low light level

conditions with a covert Tanker and my goggles down.

DIESE B : ! would agree with that.
DISIDE B Have you had a different experience?
DIEE - Vo. | would agree with that.

DISIDE B - Okay. Have 1 persuaded you that there's

more risk for night systems low light level Tanking than there is

for day unaided Tanking?

DIE8E B Yes- | would agree with you.

DISIDE B - Okay. So how is that captured in

VMFA-242, all weather 242°s flight schedule and the ORM process and
the risk assessment process? How iIs that captured? How iIs that

codified? What do we do about it?

DIE8E B : 'hat do we do about --
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DISIDE B - Ycs. what do you do about that at 2427

What"s the process?

DIEE B ! think, again, we"d have to go back to just
your currency and your proficiency at night systems.

[DNENDN B Okay -

I8N B : And what does that mean is that we -- you have
to assess, you know, based on the mission, based on the
requirements. When was the last time this guy flew a night system
first. And then -- and I think familiarity and proficiency would
then lead into your decision.

DISIDE B So lets say hypothetically we are the
deceased mishap pilot and we"ve only got less than 20 total goggle
hours and single digit hours on the NVCD. Would that be something

you would consider that would elevate the risk?

NS BN VYes.

DISIDE - Ckay. Then how would you mitigate that?

IDIEE B : ! would probably go into a discussion with him
about, obviously, Tanking at night on NVCD"s, talking about the
covert lighting, talking about the sight picture of what you should
be seeing, especially -- and if worst case scenario where, you know,
loss of essay to talk about how -- if the Tanker is going to be
covert, to how to request in, you know, Christmas tree lights back
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on so we can maintain essay of all players at that point. 1 think
it would just into the -- I think 1t would go into the brief because
what we would -- what we would want to do is obviously talk about
the risk prior to going flying.

DISIDE B - For sure.

BDIEE B Yes-

DISIDE B - !''m talking about the schedule writing

process, but yes, you"re into the flight. That"s fine too. So iIn
the schedule writing process, what would you do to mitigate the risk
in the schedule writing process?

DIEE B ! think the conversation is -- so we are talking
about flight leadership. Depending on who iIs --

DISIDE B - ' not. 1'm talking about risk
management.

DIEE - 'hat"s what 1"m saying. But, I"m trying to get
to is on the flight schedule, the flight lead that you would
probably assign to that mission would probably be a guy that you“re
comfortable with given that appropriate level of brief or bring that
into his brief.

DISIDE B - /ould you, as a field grade officer in
242, would put [DISISE HEEEE " that category as one of the best
flight leads?
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DIEE B VYes. sir.

DISIDE B - Okay. Would you bring human factors into
that discussion as an ASO?

I8N B : Yes. sSir.

DISIDE B Cccs DIEIESE B have any human
factors?

DIEE B He has a few.

DISIDE B - s he passed over for promotion?

DIEE B He has.

DISIDE B - s he going through a divorce?

DIEE B : !''m not sure if he"s going through a divorce.

DIEIDN D (O3 BN D BN DI B B

- N By §F §F N E

DI B - s he -- do you have any, | mean, you®ve

-- I"m not asking you to disclose the class or, I mean, the private
conversations of the human factor counsel, which I know you-®ve
attended. But, can we agree that [DISHSE HEE has some level of

human factors compared to other?

NS BN VYes.
EISIDN BN Okay. What about [DESEENN NN’

IDIE8E B : !'m sure he has human factors as well. | mean,
I"m sure he"s -- not every day is he going as everybody likes.
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DISNDE B - Okay- AndA-_--_
B is that right? Eb)),(G)

DIEE B - He does.

DISIDE B - Okay. So would you select EISISE I

who"s NSHEN HEN BN IS BN - ‘ould you put him

on the night page and plan to fly in the middle of the night, if you

were the ASO?

DIEE B ! think what 1t comes down to is hopefully the
aircrew, If they"re having an issue, would announce that, like, --

DISIDE B - How would they announce that?

IDIE8E B : Just by coming to safety and talking or coming
to ops and explaining that, you know, hey, I"m having a difficult
night, difficult time transitioning to the night due to these

factors.

DISIDE B So wvho is the DOSS right now at VMFA?
DISH N - OISIONDN NN -
DISIDE -  'as he present for the ULT?

DIEE B He - | don"t recall if he was or not.

DISIDE B - !s it possible he was on leave in New

Zealand?
DIESE B ! think. 1°m not sure what days that he was

gone. 1 know that he was on a trip in December, I don"t know if
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there was overlap days.

DISIDE B - 'ho was the ASO that reviewed flight
schedule during the week of the ULT, are you familiar?

DIEE - ! am not familiar.

DISIDE B - 'ho i1s the acting DOSS, you said i1t was
(OYSIENE

DIEE B hat"s that?

[DISNDN BN You said --

IDIEE B - He was the acting DOSS. so he was the --

DISIDE B So who's, like, the assistant DOSS or

whatever you guys call it?

NS BN | believe DNENDN NN [DISNON B is the
assigned ASO at the time.

DS I - EIEm- Okay.

DISIDE B S0 he would have been the one who
reviews the flight schedule and assesses -- did his analysis on the

risk and on the teams?

DIEE B ! believe so.

(DISNDN I - Okay -

DI B - /And so when you were the DOSS and you
guys were reviewing flight schedules and doing the analysis, how did
you show your work to the commanding officer?
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I8N B Aogain, it would be the conversation. A lot of
it, 1 think, would be iInjects to the schedule itself directly.

DISIDE B - So you would modify the flight schedule
before i1t got to the CO?

IS B : !t would be the conversation with the schedule
writers or the OPSO and I think that would be the change before it
even got to the CO"s level.

(DISNDN BN Okay .

DIEE - So the CO had a clean product to look at.

DISIDE B Ckay. Tell me about the search and
rescue capabilities here in lIwakuni.

DIEE B : So ! know they have -- so the JAS, the JMSJF.
Obviously, they have, 1 think it"s -- | forget the numbers of the
U.S. ones, but the sea planes that can land in up to three meters
seas | believe i1t 1s. Pretty good on station time with them, pretty
good range as well. Additionally, they have the little [inaudible]
as well that can look to track down people, or aircraft, or anything
like that. They also have cutters, so Coast Guard, essentially the
Navy, the Jap team, Japanese Maritime Force as well. They can send
out for them. 1 believe that"s pretty much what we have.

DISIDE B SO Yyou've been at 242 about a year and a

half, right? And you were the DOSS during about a year of that?
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Where is the nearest airborne search and rescue asset and what 1is

their response time to the middle of the Itras South?

DIEE - 'he nearest one?
O C 0 W HERCES

IS B ! think it -- 1 can”t remember the name to be
honest. 1 can"t remember the name. It"s just to the North of the
Itras South one. 1 believe that"s where they took Captain Reslar
once they recovered him.

DISIDE I - 'ell, before the mishap, were you aware
of that location?

I8N B - ''hat®s that?

DISISE B - Did you come to learn about that after

the mishap?
DIEE - ! lecarned more about it after the mishap. |1
knew there was a SAR base there, additionally, our SAR-S that"s here

as well.

DISIDE B - Ate you familiar with OPNAV-37107?
(0 N HEEEEUR

DISIDE B - Okay. Do you know what it says about the

wear of anti exposure sults?
I8N B 'hat it°'s, you know, required when the, I guess,
the factors need 1it.
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DISIDE B So what are some of those factors? |

mean as the DOSS 1*"m sure you"ve reviewed that and had conversations
with your CO about it and your previous CO.

DIEE B : Yes. | did. So 3710, depending on the outside
air temperature and the water temperature, would be, would need
requirements to wear anti exposure suits.

DISIDE B - Okay. And would SAR response time be a
part of that decision as well?

DIEE - 'he SAR response?

DISIDE B Ycs- The SAR capability.

DIEE B - VYes. it would go into a factor. Obviously, the
range and their ability to arrive on scene prior to the, 1 guess,
the little table they have In the 3710 for the anti exposure suites.
IT they can arrive on station prior to that.

DISIDE B - /And what is the rough response time from
pulling the ejection handle to having an extraction capable SAR
aircraft overhead you in the middle of the ltras South?

DIEE B So if you're talking straight helo platforms, |1

think 1t"s 16 minutes.
[DIENDSN BN : One hour?

NS BN VYes.
DISIDE B So you think a helicopter can fly -- you
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think you can pull the handle and in one hour have a helicopter on

top of you in the middle of the Itras South?

DIEE B ! would hope so. But --
DISIDE B Okay. What gives you that impression?

[DIEE B : Based on the range from the maritime base to the
North of Itras South. We don"t have any of the -- 1 think from here
would be a much more, 1 think 1t"s like two and a half hours from
here.

DISIDE B wo and a half hours?

DIEE B : Ycs. to the Itras South from here, with them
having to stop to get gas.

DISIDE B Ckay. Do you know what the time of
useful consciousness would be for yourself, given your body

composition In 68 degree water without your anti exposure suite?

(DN BEEN: ! do not.
DISIDE B So You were the DOSS for 242 and you“re

not familiar with how long --
DIEE - ! would have to look up the chart, sir.
DISIDE B - Okay. Do you know what the time until
death would be in 68 degree water without your suite?

IDIESE B Vo. sir. 1°d have to look up the time.

DISIDE B Lo you know what your survival time would
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be with the anti exposure suite In 68 degree water and no wind?
D8 B - Probably increased from without it.

IS B - Okay. But you don"t know --

DIESE B : ! don"t know off the top of my head, sir.

DISIDE B Have you been through ASTC Aviation
Survival Training at the HELO Dunker?

DIEE Bl ! have, sir.

DISIDE B - Have you been to SERE school?

DIEE Bl ! have, sir.

DISIDE B Ckay. Did they talk about hypothermia
and cold weather survival?

DIESE B They did.

DISIDE B - Do you know how much faster water

extracts heat from the body core compared to air of the same

temperature.
DIESE B : ! remember them briefing that. 1 don"t remember
exactly what it is. At what rate, 1 don"t remember what rate.

DISNDN BN - Okay .
DIEE B ! remember them talking about, that®s why you

should keep your helmet on, because the heat on your head, so to

keep i1t on so.
DISIDE B - Have you ever canceled a flight at 2427
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D8 B Personally for myself, sir?
(0 W HERCEP

DIEE B ! Ve been canceled for maintenance.

DISIDE B \o- Have you ever canceled a flight for
ORM, or CRM, or human factors?

DIESE B \o. sir.

IS B - Okay. Have you ever known of anyone to
do that?

I8N - \o. sir.

DISIDE B - So nobody®s ever looked at the weather

and said iIt"s icing, or there®s thunderstorms, or there®"s a
hazardous weather condition that prevents --

DIEE - ! apologize. Yes, we"ve canceled for --

DISIDE B - ! would call that ORM, right?

DIEE B Yes. apology. So I thought you were talking
about personal, like, human factors or anything like that.

0 W HEEGE

DIEE - \Vo- Yes, sir, | have for -- canceled flights

for weather. Yes, sir.

DISIDE B - ! ouess a better way I should have asked

for weather requirements, okay.
[DNEE EEEN: VYes. sir.
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DISIDE B - Have you ever done that while BISIDEDE
B I 'as commanding officer? Y

DIEE B Yes. sir.

DISIDE B - And how did he respond?

IDIE8E B : He was absolutely like yes, no need to push it.

Exact words.
[DIENDN BN : Okay. Great.
Do you know what the currency interval is for air

refueling? How many days?

DIESE B : ! believe once every 180 days.

DISIDE B ©One hundred and eighty days? And do you

know what it is for night Tanking?
DIEE B ! don"t know if there"s a -- 1 don"t, sir.

DISIDE B - You said that you're a division leader,
right?

I8N B Yes. sSir.

DISISE B - So Yyou could take somebody out to get
initial Tanker qual?

DIEE B VYes. sir.

DISIDE B - You could take a pilot who has never been
to the Tanker and you could take him to the Tanker?

EEEE BN VYes, Sir.
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DISIDE B - /And you"re an ASO and the DOSS and you
used to review the flight schedule?

DIEE B Yes. sir.

DISIDE B Okay. But you don"t know what the
currency interval for the day Tanker off the top of your head?

IDIE8E B : One hundred and eighty days.

DISIDE B - You think it"s 180 days?

DIEE B VYes. sir.

DISIDE B - Okay. And do you know what the

prerequisites are to go to the night Tanker?
IDIEE B : ! do not know off the top of my head, sir.
DISIDE B - Lo you know what activities someone has
to complete to log the initial night Tanker code?

IDIEE B ! do not know, sir, off the top of my head.

DISIDE B - Okay. You don"t have any idea?
DIESE B : Vot off the top of my head.

DISIDE B Have you ever been to the -- you did your

initial night Tanker when?

DIEE B 'nitial night Tanker, probably 2012.

DISIDE B - 'here were you for that?
DIEE B VVFA-W533.
DISIDE B You did it at -- you didn"t do it at 1067
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DIEE B For the night Tanker, yes, sir. |1 didn"t do it
-- 1 don"t believe 1 --

DISIDE B - You did a day Tanker?

DIEE B : ! did a day Tanker off a Super Hornet 106. |
don"t recall if it was daytime -- 1 don"t remember -- I don"t recall
doing a nighttime one.

DISIDE B - So you went to the night Tanker out iIn
Beaufort. Do you remember how many plugs you got?

DIEE B Probably, 1 think they wanted to do three plugs
-- this is what I recall. 1 think it may have been, like, three
plugs or something like that.

DEENDN B Okay .

DIEE - A couple dry and then finally get gas.

DISIDE B - Okay. Do you feel like you'"re well
qualified to be a division leader?

I8N B Yes. sSir.

DISIDE B - 'hy do you feel that?

IDIEE B - Based on my experience, maturity, decision
making abilities, understanding the CRM process, and how 1
understand the risk process. | don"t have any issues voicing my
opinion or when risks are -- 1 don"t feel that there is ever a
negative connotation when you voice your risk opinion. So 1 feel

33

Enclosure 141



comfortable iIn being able to say, hey 1 don®"t think this is right.

DISIDE B - 'as the Ambien authorized for the ULT?
DIEE - !'m not sure.

DISIDE B - Go-no go pills?

DIESE B : ! do not believe so.

DISIDE B Do you ever recall any conversations

about the use of go-no go pills in preparation for the MAG-ULT?

IDIEE - T'here was a discussion. Purely because 1 wasn"t
on the night page, 1 didn"t pay anything about 1t. So I didn"t
really think about it. And 1 have never tried it and 1 don"t prefer
to try it so.

[DNENDN BN Okay -

Judge, you have anything?
DIENDN I - O, sir.
DISIDE B - s there anything else that you think is

related to this mishap that 1 haven"t touched on that you"d like to
bring up? We"ve got plenty of time. |If you could do it all over
again, what would we do differently and why. Please, be frank.

IDIEE - 70 be honest, it was -- | didn"t see Captain
Reslar that week because 1 was on the day page and he came iIn at the
evening page, so | was already gone out of work at that point. So I
think the week prior to was the last time that I saw him so, 1
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guess, there was a, you know, there was a discussion of 24-hour
operations from home station at some point.

I think more in just rhetoric iIn the ready room talking
about, you know, what"s going on, you know, who"s doing what. And
then when the crews came out for, to transition to the 24-hour
operations, | was on the day page. Normal operations, normal come
into work operations, low impact to my daily schedule, you know,
because 1 was on the day page for everything. The weather leading
up to the Wednesday evolution was just horrible the entire time, so
not a lot of flying got done.

So we would go through the hot pit procedures and then
that was about it. So a lot of that got canceled for, you know, for
weather and stuff like that. So much was getting canceled. 1 think
Jjust the organization, you know, if we"re going to be going to [DIEH
or not going to be going to [PEE@M was a little bit frustrating.

DISIDE - 'cll me more about what you"re talking
about. Go to [DEESEE "ot go to [DEEM -

DIEE B ! think 1t"s because the ULT --

DISIDE B - Like the [inaudible] you were talking
about?

DIEE B : Yes- Using the ranges, the R-74, using the
Pilsung range, or, you know, that was a bit frustrating because if
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it was going to be a MAG exercise, you would hope that they would
implement -- they would take care of the scheduling for the range.

DISIDE B - B)Y they, you mean higher headquarters?

DIEE B : Yes. higher headquarters would do that. So that
-— it felt at that point it was just, kind of, frustrating. Again,
it wasn"t an impact on my day so I didn"t spend too much time --
thought on i1t because then I -- with our -- looking at the weather
on Monday and Tuesday, I knew that we had a very, probably not a
very, but just a little probability of actually executing due to the
weather and the ceilings and everything like that.

So we would brief and we would talk and discuss and we
would, you know, we would go through the whole process with the
[inaudible], like, hey be prepared to slide right if we have to.

And at that point, that was i1t, so you get kind of frustrated with
that too because you®re doing all these mission planning cycles, you
come in on Sunday, doing the whole mission planning cycles and stuff
and you just don"t get to go execute.

So that kind of stuff, but 1 think that was about i1t for
the week and unfortunately, like I said, 1 didn"t see Captain Reslar
the week prior to 1t. 1°d only flown with him probably twice, but
it was just unfortunate.

And even when 1 found out about it, 1 came in at 0645
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normal time and everybody was, kind of, in a tizzy, had no i1dea what
was going on. And the CO said you don"t know? And I said I have no
idea what you"re talking about, what®"s going on? And they said let
me talk to you real quick, and that was it.
That was the first 1 heard about it, so just a lot of, 1

would hate to say normal day operations for me, but other things I
wasn"t privy to because | wasn"t a part of those execution pieces.

[DNSNSN BN Okay. Judge.

DISIDE B0 \othing, sir.

DISIDE B - Judge will swear you out.

[The witness was warned, sworn, and excused.]
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DEIDIDIOE: cday is Thursday the 240 of January.
¢ an EEONOICN - T -v ccisted by ISNGNONGNEN
I - ‘DO 'c'rc interviewing M
- ©

DIOIOHR can you state your full name for the record,
spelling your last name?

_: —, how would you lime me to
refer to you?

DIDIDHON: vou can just call me ICIESEEON is fine.

DIEIIDIONN: COkavy- Can I just call you [ if that's
okay.

DI : 'hat will work.

DI : ou can call me (DG or sir.

DIDIDHON: -Sure.

DI : QI8 hovw long have you been in 2422

DIOIOHON: ~rout two and a half years.

DEEIDIDIOE : Okay. So do the math for me, when did

you check in?

DIOIDHON: | checked into the squadron on November of 2016.
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DIEISHDION : 'ovember of 20162 Where were you coming

from?
DIDIDHON: vas at the MAG for a year when I first checked
in here.

DIEIOHDIONE : o vou checked into the MAG --

BDISIDHON: < checked into the MAG in November of 15.

DIEISHOIONE :  Roughly November of 15

DISIDHON: vYcr- 2nd then I went on a IME to the 3lst MEU
for six months and then worked at the MAG for six months.

DEEICHDION : ''hcn did you get back from the 31st MEU?

RDISIDHON: Mcv of 16 actually probably June, maybe June 2016.

DEINICIOE: /oy of 16? sure. And then Okay. Great.
And what your MOS?

DIDIDHON: 523

RDIEIDEDIOE: 'hcre did you go to the FRS?

RDIDIONON: ['ve been to multiple different FRS' but my
initial qualification was BFA 125 in Lamore, California.

RDEINIDION: Dd vou subsequently refresh?

—: Twice, yes. At 101 Human AT 101 Miramar.

DEICIDIONE: ''hcn's the last time you were at 1012

RDIDIDHON : 2015. sSummer 2015.

DIEIOHDION : - vou been to SERES school?
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RDIEIDIOIOE: 2vc vou been to the HELO dunker?

NSO -

DEISIDION: ''hcn's the last time you went to the HELO
dunker?

RDIDIOHON: 2015

DEISHDION: Ckay- What are your qualifications and
designation level under?

RDISIDHON: sScction lead.

DIEIOHDION: o vou have any high quals?

DIEIDIDION: 'hcre were you in December of 20187

RDIDIONON: < vas in the SKIV DIV VMFA 242 [ph].

DIEICHOIONE: ' c vou here in Iwakuni participating in
ULT?

—: That's correct; yes.

DIEICHOIONE: o vou weren't TAD, you weren't on leave?

—: No. I was not.

DIEISHDION : Ckay- How did you participate in the
ULT? What was your role?

—: I was just a -- I was a pilot. Air crew, in it.

DISICRDICR O
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DISIDHON: co ! flew day crew, night crew, I was mid crew.

RDEIDIDIOE: Okav. So what time did you report for
duty?

DISIOHON: ' think around -- probably like 11, 11 o'clock in
the morning was my -- and then if I was flying it would adjust based
off of my crew day. Required for my flight. I think the majority
of my flights were scheduled to land no later than about 2100. So

that gave me time to debrief.
EISIONCICN -
RDIDIONON: [~ accordance with the SOP.
DIEISHDIONE: o So by any chance -- what's the

crew day for SOP if you're landing at night?

_: If you're landing after 21002 It's a ten hour

day.

DIEIDEDION: /s there any discussion about the use of

Go or No Go pills in support of the exercise?

RDISIDHON: Vot officially to my knowledge. I don't know. I

was not personally privy to any conversations with higher about Go
or No-Go pills.

DISIONOION O

RDIDIDHON: ©co that answers that.

DIEICHDIONE: ' - vou ever at any meetings with the CO
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or leadership where it was discussed?

No.

Okay. Do you have a dry suit?

'_‘
Q.
@)

Do you wear it much?

When the water's -- when it's required per op now.

Tell me about that.

[inaudible] It's got a complex series of water

temperature requirements ec tera. So I have to get inside and look
at it. And usually the ODO tells us before we walk, you're going
here, the water is here, dress as required.

Okay. Have every stood ODO here?

RDISIONON: Yot here. I have stood ODO in the BATCH but only

when we're short ODO's like in Australia.

T R

RDISIONON: Other than that there's no fucking water in

Australia. Sorry. I cursed internationally.

DEINIDION: ' tracking. What do you know about the

search rescue capabilities here in Iwakuni?
DISIDHON: "o v understanding it's pretty outstanding.

DIEIDIOION: D°c vou know what the response time is?

RDIDIONON: : don't know what they're advertised response time
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is. I know what, historically, what I've seen from mishaps that
have been out here since I've been in the sqguadron.

DEINIDIOE: ¢! me more about that.

RDISIDHON: 'hc previous mishap was at 115 for Camp Frederick
essentially patrol flying training kind of thing. Our squadron was
flying at the time so we heard his wing was in trouble in regard,
saying an aircraft in the water. So we knocked off what we were
doing, tried to get as much information as we could, told to come
back in for this training, we landed as a squadron, we all went
through the pits waiting for commanding officer or authority or the
MAG CO to let us know that we could go out and try to help before
anyone was on station.

And just in the amount of time it took us all to to get
out jets refueled in the pits, it was our understanding that we had
a US1 or US2 in route. You know they're fairly slow, so a couple
hours but I know they have newer jet, that they have the ability to
launch pretty quickly from other bases so. And I guess they're here
probably here too, I think I've seen them. I would say within an
hour or too is probably their normal response time from what I've
seen.

_: And so -- in about an hour or two, do you

feel like a recovery asset can be overhead --
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DISNONON oo
_: An aircrew in the central area of the

inter south?

DISIDHON: Yc2. Probably more like two maybe two maybe
three, I think just with the speeds that they fly and there were --
and they were just getting the jet fired up and, you know, getting
the general search -- inter south is pretty big so. I think the
majority of the incidents we've had have been luckily, kind of, or
in the northern part of it which is obviously the closer -- it's
apparent northern to me but the closest to Iwakuni when I look down
at the map is where I was going-?

The western most if you will. South Northwest limits.
Yeah but that makes sense. They haven't been to the far edges of
the ITRA which would probably take another hour for a normal type of
aircraft to get to if that makes sense.

DEIOIDION : O<ay- It does. So we talked about OPNAV
and you said its got a complex series of rules and regulations and
shareable's in there. So have you ever been part of the decision
making process about when to wear a dry suit and when not to?

DISIDHON: Yo- I think it's -- I mean it's pretty -- No. I

have not.

EISIONDION O
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RIS : ' recan I guess I'm always part of the suiting

wearing process of whether or not I choose to wear a dry suit or
not. For previous commands, you know, tries and pack things like
that where you may, potentially, fly over water. Temperature that
is intermittently a degree or two cold enough that you would need
one but the other end of the spectrum is that there is no SAAR
effort within eight hours and you're going to die anyways. So if
you want to wear a dry suit on a twelve hour flight to Spain from
the East Coast of the United States. 1It's over to you what's more
dangerous. Wearing a dry suit for twelve hours in the middle of the
night and becoming dehydrated, essentially not being able to
concentrate, or prolonging your time to death when you eject over
the North Atlantic and nobodies going to get you anyways.
So in that perspective -- I guess I have, yeah.

_: And how did that, I mean, based on your
body language and your tone, I assume that in the times you've done
TRANSLANCE, you've elected not to wear your dry suit.

—: That is correct. It is very difficult to use the
restroom, you sweat a lot. It just makes it difficult and theres
some -- the longest flights I've ever done in my career have been

over the water like that so --

DIEISHOIONE : (ov rneny hours do you have in the Hornet?
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_: I have 1,000 hours in the Hornet.

DIEIDEOIOE: ov many hours do you have at night,
roughly?

BDISIDHON: °Probably 300 or so. I probably have more night
time just because I did some night ops in Afghanistan. So probably
more than the average person at night.

DEEISIDION: D¢ vou wear night vision goggles doing
that?

DIDIDHON: : did.

DEIDIDIOEE: D¢ vou wear ANVS-9's?

RDISIDHON: Vhen I was in Afghanistan I wore ANVS-9's. Since
I've come to the squadron here I've worn the other type of -- I'm

having a brain fart. I can't remember what they're called.

DEICIDIONE : VVS-11 NVG.

DIDIDHON: Yeah. NVG.

DIEISHOIONE :  Rouohly how many hours do you have on the
NVG?

—: Probably 60 hours on the NVG.

_: So when you came to Iwakuni, you were a

ANVS-9 guy and then when you joined the BATS you got your JHMCS
helmet and you were then issues, at some point, ANVS-11's?

—: Yes; NVG's. So I've always had a JHMCS helmet.
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My squadron, my first two squadrons but first squadron got JHMCS.

So we started out with it. I think even before they had like a
program where you were -- I think at the time -- no, you could get
it right when you joined the squadron. I think subsequently we have
required people to, you know, have like 20 hours in the fleet or
something like that before -- and it's usually Jjust a matter of time
before we get them a JHMCS helmet. Back in the day we didn't have a
ton of them but our squadron had the most so.

We didn't have NVG and then we got out here and we were
required to, yeah, have a certain amount of NVG time or JHMCS time
and then take a class, go through the night lab with the NVGS.
That's what I remember.

DEIOHDIONE: - tcll me about that. What did you
learn about the NVG?

BDISIDHON: ust another night vision goggle.

DEISIDION: ¢ vou —- are there any performance

differences between the ANVS-9 and the ANVS-11 that you were trained
on-?

—: I think you can -- I mean the book answer is, yes.
But the realistic answer is, flying at night is difficult and I
don't notice a great difference between NVG's, ANVS-9's or ANVS-11
NVG's. To be honest I know you get a better field of view et
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cetera, et cetera. And it's supposed to be a little better -- less
scintillation there's some other random things you can look at in
the book but for the most part flying with NVG's is flying with
NVG's. It doesn't really matter what they are just like the -- T
like the nominar [ph] of NVG's, it's not sticking out quite as far
so it doesn't feel as heavy on your neck and I enjoy that.
DIEISHDIONE: C<av- So you don't remember -- I mean
the answer to the question is, aside from the benefit of the NBCD's
of having the HUD display and being lighter, there's no appreciable

differences in the performance of those two goggles.

RDIDIDHON : ckes sense.

RDEEIDIDIOE: » vour training, your experiences is
that what you believe to be true?

_: Yeah, I mean, yeah. Sure.

RDIEIDECDION : Okav. have you ever heard of the term
"IBOX" with regards to night vision goggles?

RDIEIDIOION : Okay. Have you been to the tanker at

DEIDIDIOE: D d vou normally wear your night vision

goggles?
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DISIGNON: o

RDIEIDEDIOE: o vou leave you goggles down, looking
through the tubes while conducting night systems air refueling?

DISIDHON: 'hat's correct.

DIEICHOIONE : 0o vou ever give consideration of
flipping your goggles up?

_: I've experimented in my first fleet tour just
based off of, like, environmental considerations, tanker
illumination ability, things like that. I found -- and Jjust my own
external lighting. I found that it's easier to tank off of a tanker
at night with your NVG's down from my own personal opinion.

DEEINIDIOE: by do you feel that way?

_: I feel like depending on the side of the tanker
that your on, you can actually get a better -- you get a better
perspective of the whole entire aircraft. 1If you have your NVG's
set up just right, you can still, kind of, monitor people down below

the NVG's but you always have that ability to take the brightest

source of light is on the C130 or 135 or whatever. And if you move
it just outside of you NVG, it doesn't de-gain them. So you can
still get that -- you can still see the wing -- sorry -- the outline
of the wing. It gives you a good horizon.

As soon as you try to look, usually at the other aircraft
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or at the tanker if they have a single light that isn't NVG
compatible which I guess it's common in some way shape or form
depending on how things work out, you usually have to Defense
Exhibit -- gain your goggles and you have to, kind of, look away
from the light. So in my experience, yeah. That's kind of my own
thought on it.

DISEONDNON - O -

BDISIDHON: [ 've noticed they're difficult -- that certain
sides of the tanker are more difficult to tank off of at night if
you're talking C130 wise. Just based off of when you're on the left
hand side you're generally, kind of, looking to the right. So you
see the tanker itself when you're on the left -- or the right hand
side. You're generally looking to the right so you only see the
wing tip. So you kind of lose some of that giant perspective that
you have of the aircraft movement itself.

DIEISHOIONE: o vhen you go to the tanker at night, on
the goggles, what do you like to with the lights on the hornet -- on
your Hornet?

RDIDIONON: cSco tvpically when I'm flying with, for my brief,
it's typically -- I'll explain to them that obviously there's overt
and covert lining for the Cl130's. So depending on what kind of --
what they choose to do sometimes will show up on the tanker and
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their lights will be off, sometimes they will show up on the tanker
and their lights will be on. It's our prerogative to turn them off
or turn them on, whatever works the best for us.

DEICHDION: o it's pretty common to go to the tanker
and the C130's lights will be completely off?

—: I don't know what I would define common, but have
I joined on tankers when they ask me to call visual and I was like;
are your lights on and they're like no. I was like, okay, you need
to turn your lights on so I can see. So yeah. I guess -- have I
had incidents of that? Yes. Most defiantly.

DIEISHDIONE: o vhen you say off and on, do you mean
overt and covert?

DIDIONON: That's correct. Overt and covert.

DIEISHDIONE: C<av- So when you say off you mean
covert.

—: I do, yeah.

DEEICHDION : C<av- So when I use the word off I'm
going to mean like midnight --

DISIQNON : O<:v.

DEICIDIONE: ke not admitting.

RDIDIDHON : veah.

DIEISHDION: o ['m going to say off, covert and
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overt.

DISIDHON: Ycah. sSo at range, overt in my opinion might as
well be off. I'm sorry, covert might as well be off at range. So
anyways, back to your original question.

DEISHDION: o chey normally go covert?

—: That is correct. Well, I mean I can't even say

they normally go covert because when I was in Afghanistan we tanked
overt. So my normal -- what I like to do is I have my pause lights
turned all the way down so I just have my NVG formation lights on.
That's for wingman consideration. It allows him to still see me but
not be blinded by my jet. I will let them know that when the probe
comes out, there is an NVG incompatible lighting that comes out. So
you have the option, if you like, to potentially to pinky switch
your lights completely off. That will make the light go away on the
IFAR probe. It will allow you to see the basket and see a better
delineation between the basket and the probe itself.

Typically I find that I leave that light on, I don't mind
it but once I get into the basket, it makes judging distance from
the hose, how far you reel the hose in prior to getting flow is
sometimes a little bit difficult.

DEINIDION: » that case you might give consideration

to going midnight?
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BDISIDHON: rotentially flicking your lights off for a second
to get a good basis of size of where you're at in regards to the
yellow lines on the basket and you can turn them back on or tunr
them back off.

DIEIOHDION : ov do you define a hazard?

—: A hazard is -- that's a good question. A hazard
is probably anything that could cause loss of human life or -- yeah,
a loss of human life can be considered a hazard.

RDIEIDIDIOE: ov do you define a risk?

_: A risk is -- a risk is probably anything that
could cause like injury or maybe damage to personal property but not
risk of death. I don't know. That's probably how I would look at

it. Yeah.

DIEISHOIONE: oc vou ever heard the acronym ORM?

DIDIDHON: [ have.

DEISHDIONE : Con vou define it for me?

BDISIDHON: oOrerational risk management.

DIEIDIDION: ¢ vou know how many steps there are in
the ORM process?

_: I think it's like a five step process.

DIEIDIOION: C:» vou tell me how that's integrated

into operations at 2427
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_: Yeah. So, I mean, it's one of those complex

things from the brief on BAC. So initially when we get into the
brief for any kind of flight, we'll -- one of the very first things
that comes up in the briefing guide is whether or not anybody has
any ORM issues. So we give everybody in the flight the opportunity
to speak up i1if there's any reason they shouldn't be flying tonight
or if there isn't anything that we should keep an eye out.

And usually that's a good thing or we'll tell people that,
if I'm going to speak up during the ORM. 1I'll be like, hey, it's
been a while since I've flown, it's been a while since I've flown at
night, I haven't done this mission recently so I feel comfortable to
fly and I feel like the brief will mitigate any kind of risk but
keep an eye on me. That's something I would say but a majority of
the time, most people if they've had an ORM issue for a flight, I
would have heard about it or they would have -- we would expect. T
think usually what we do is we would expect you to say something
previous so we could get another air crew in.

So that's kind of at the brief level. And then obviously
there's a whole series of risk mitigation that goes on when you're
writing the flight schedule based off of currency requirements, when
the last time you flew. Stuff like that. We mitigate risk and kind
of apply that ORM process when we put air crew with select WISSO's
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and what events they've been flying. We look at their total flight
time and the 30, 60, 90 flight time. Whether or not they are
currently gqualified for an event and whether or not they should go
flying.

And then, obviously there's going to be some ORM applied
when the CO signs the schedule and when it gets routed through
safety and safety looks at it. Whether or not they agree with the
schedule and how it's written. So from -- when you look at a
schedule, when it gets routed through safety and maintenance, they
all have their own little checklist. You know maintenance probably
has what they're looking at whether or not there's a number of
aircraft.

But you know, when the schedule goes through DOSS,
obviously the DOSS, a hot minute ago, there was like fifteen step
thing I would just set the schedule down, I would look at this
little sheet that was tacked up on my board and it said, you know,
is everybody current and qualified? It was just a standard
checklist you went down and you could just quickly ask the schedule
writer those questions. Do all these steps make sense and that

would be suffice with me signing the schedule off as the DOSS.

So if that answers your question. That's kind of my
summary of how ORM -- ORM is kind of a broad spectrum. I'm sure
18
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there's probably even more levels of ORM where the MAG has to allow
us to go flying or they probably get briefed at ops SYNCS or, you
know, commander's update briefs and things like that on what the
squadron execution is going to be for the week or for the month.
And, you know, the MAG CO probably has some semblance of say on
whether or not we're actually going to do that or not do that.
Things like that. So I think it's kind of a broad term. I'd like

to say it's applied at numerous levels.

DEIDIDIOE: ''h:ot is your current job in the squadron?
_: I am the assistant operations officer.
DEISHDIONE: o is that, as you just alluded to, you

assist or review the development of the flight schedule?

DIDIONON:  do. So I haven't been the OPSO very long or the
AQOPSO very long. So I found that technically the AOPSO is more of a
future operations position. So I deal with outside of thirty days
when the OPSO is out and the SCIZZO's need guidance. Typically what
I'll do is try to lead them in the right direction but I like to
think my job is more of long term planning. Vice current operations
which is really what the OPSO.

DEISIOIONE: 1ot role did you have in the planning of
the ULT?

—: None. I had just taken over as the AOPSO. I was
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the assistant aviation maintenance prior to that so I didn't know
anything about it.

DEIDIDIOE: 'hat role did you have in the preparation
of the flight schedules?

RDISIDHON: for that day I didn't have any.
DEINIDIOE: s it common to have a flight schedule

that doesn't have something on it but you guys could do it anyway?
Specifically air refueling?
DI : (s it common for a flight schedule to have

something on it that you go do anyways?

DIEISHDIONE : /ot have something on it.

BDISIDHON: Vot have something on it.

DEIOIDION: s it common to do something not on the
flight schedule?

DI : Ycah. veah. I would say it is.

DEICIDIOEE: 'c!! me about that.

_: Well, if I go on a cross country and I brief, I

get approved by the MAG or from the CO through the MAG that I'm
going to go do, you know, close air support in support of the 31lst
MEU's MEUX in Okinawa. And we get down there and we check in, we
check in with the MEU AIRO and the weather is unworkable from two to
ten thousand feet and he doesn't have any work for us. The JTECHS
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are going home, as long as we can appropriately brief a back up
plan, which that's a slide in our briefs. What's our back up plan
for today? So we could potentially brief a 1 v 1 BFM high aspect
where we'll go into the airspace that is already utilized and we'll
execute the brief -- the back up brief game plan which is. So I
would say, yeah. It's not uncommon as long as it's covered in the
brief I don't think anybody would have any problems with that.

I know in previous squadrons every potential code that you
could ever do is annotated on the flight schedule and our squadron
is usually the primary code but there are times that you have to
flex a little bit in order to get the proper train -- or get some
semblance of training from a flight that could have potentially have
gone south. Or you know, all the requirements to bring a flight
together for execution have, kind of, slipped away via weather or
maybe the JTECH just didn't show up. I've seen that before too.

DIEICHDION: o in the context of this mishap and you
as a section leader, if you for whatever reason were in m
B rosition, it sounds like you would've done the same thing?
DIDIONON: < vould've. Yeah. Most definitely.

I mean as long as you mitigate that with -- yeah, I would
have done the same thing. I would have gone flying as long as I
knew about it prior to the brief and I could at least talk to it, to
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mitigate, to apply ORM in that portion and let my wingman know, kind
of, what I expect of him.

I will say that there's a slide on our brief that's what's
different today? Is it night? Is it air refueling? Et etera.
But, vyou know, air refueling is kind of admin. We reference things
that are somewhat standard as administrative parts of the flight.
Like I don't strictly -- I don't specifically cover how I want you
to take off. I tell you, I want you on the runway and this is the
kind of takeoff we're going to do but I don't tell you the stick and
radar mec on how to do it. So that little quip it for air to air
refueling, I may talk a little bit more about but I wouldn't
necessarily anchor down on it. I would read the room somewhat and
look at people's confidence and their comfort level.

DIEISHDIONE: o vou would expect the mishap pilot to
been able to go out and complete air refueling without any specific
guidance?

_: I would have expected him to be able to do that,
yes. It turns out, I mean, I won't guess. I don't know what
happened so.

But I would expect that both aircraft could safely go out
and do air refueling and come back and land and have nothing
freaking happen.
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DEISIDIONE: C<av- And you don't consider doing a 1 v

1 BFM when the flight schedule says do CAS? You don't consider that

to be a deviation from the flight schedule?

BESNGNOE: o, T co rot.
DIEISHDIONE: .d vou don't consider going to the

tanker when there's no tanker code or tanker notes in the flight
schedule? You don't consider that to be a deviation from the flight
schedule?

DISIDHON: VYo, I do not. I wouldn't consider it. I mean in
the context of what we're discussing, I guess you have to bring it
up. And I would expect anybody to bring it up but no it's not
uncommon to go out and do something different. 1It's not uncommon in
a combat area -- you know, in Afghanistan or Irag to go out with the
plan of doing one thing and the next thing, you're intercepting a
bougie. Like, you may not brief that but you go do it because you
can rely on the training and the experience you have in someway
shape or form to get the job done.

RDEIDIDIONE: D d vou intercept a lot of bougies in
Afghanistan?

DISIONDN : O--

EISIONOIONN - <callv:

—: Yeah. It was a UAV that lost its data link, we
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were supposed to shoot it down.

DIEIDECDION : Ckav. Do you consider flying out of
Iwakuni to be combat operations?

_: No, I do not.

DIEISHDION : Ckav- Do you have any idea of what your
survival time would be in 68-degree-water without a dry suit?

DISIDHON: ©S hours.

DEICHOIONE: s chat survivable -- is that until you

or until you go unconscious?
_: I don't know. I'm just throwing a number out

there.

DEEIIDIOE: 'hat's fine. I'm asking your gut

instinct, that's the question.

_: In 68-degree-water, am I in a raft or am I

floating in the water?

DIEIOHDION: 'ou 're submerged in water, you're not in
the raft.

—: Am I conscious or unconscious?

DIEISHDIOE: ' 2sking you how long until you go

unconscious and I'm asking how long until you die?

—: Okay. I would probably go unconscious -- I don't

know. I'm pretty tough and I've got low body fat. I'd say I'd
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probably go unconscious in 5 hours. I'd probably die in 7 hour.

DISIONDICNNNNN . Oy, Good guess.
Do you fly with [SISESIGION .ch 2s your wingman?
BESEGNGN: © neve flow wich EESNONONGNEEE -c v vinonan

before.

DISIOROIONNNN o cid he do?
DISDIDHON: ' von't say he was an above average pilot, I won't

say he's a below pilot. He was probably average at best.

RDEINIRIOE: Dcd vou ever fly with DISESISIONE -
your trunk?

DIDIDHON: : did.

DEINIDIOE: ov did he do?

RDISISHPIE) :c's and above average WISSO.

DISIONOIONN o: cver fly vich DISNSNONON®

ENSEGNON : -

DEISIDION : (ov did he do?

RDISIDHON: :c's above average.

RDEINIDION: ''hcn vou guys prepare the flight schedule

at 224, do you have the X0, 0PSO, AMO, ASO, ORDINANCEO or anyone
else review the schedule prior to the CO's signature?
RDIDIDHON: The 0PSO, the DOSS and the AMO all review it and

then it's not uncommon for, say, the PTO to have some injects prior
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to going to the OPSO for a quick review before it gets up the

process.

EISEONOIONNNN : ol ne about that

process.

DISIDHON: 'hev walk around with a clipboard and ask them to

review it for their portion of the flight schedule. They sometimes

caviat, I'm not interested in name changes for maintenance, I'm

interested can you support the air -- can you
schedule with the any number of aircraft that
I'm not interested in you to say, hey, I sure
flight. 1I'm interested in you to look at the
and aspect and does it look and see safe.

EISIONCICNN : A sit, how i

all of those section heads have looked at the

_: I think there is -- well, I

one-hundred-percent incertainty, I don't know.

support the flight
we're showing in DOSS.
would like to fly this

schedule from a safety

the CO to know that
flight schedule?
mean, with

I've had different

squadrons do different things and I've never been in the routing

process. I used to sign it as the DOSS, put my initials on it as

the DOSS to say that I agreed with what the schedule invoked in

regards to safety. I think that is not a requirement. I think it

has been a recommendation and its came and gone over the, you know,

thirteen years I've flown the hornet so.

EISIONDICNN [ it done at VMFA 2427
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DISIDHON: ‘o v understanding, right now it does. Yeah.

DIEIDEDIOE : co to your understanding, the flight
schedules are signed off by the Doss?

(D) (2)(A). (D) EEEELN

DISEONOIONN :  inc che AUO?

—: Yeah. I would argue that the DOSS and the
aviation safety officer probably have -- the ASO has more knowledge
in regards to safety than the DOSS does. So I would argue that
if -- in absence of the DOSS if the DOSS is gone, they would
probably either put a dash or typically what we would do, when I was
gone, we would have the safety officer review it because he was
super smart on all things safety. As they should because they're
actually school trained aviation safety officers.

DIEIDIDIOEE : o cpout the time of the mishap, who
would be signing off on the flight schedule before it gets to the

CcOo?

_: It would have been _, the OPSO.
Probaply ISIENOION - DISNONOIGNN o s the
p0oss/AsO. It would have been [DISHSIGIONE thc 2VO or maybe M

B s the ARNO. ©
DEININION: /¢ they'd be initialing on the flight

schedule?
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DISNONON oo
EISINCIOR O\
DEIDIDIOE: D d vou guys ever use anything called an

ORM or risk assessment worksheet at 2427
BDISIDHON: 'hc actual sheet before you go flying?

DI -

_: No. We use those, I think it was a requirement
for, I don't know, a year at my previous command and then it went
away so.

EISIDNDICNNN - hcc ves your previous commands

DISIDHON: VvEA 122 East Coast Hornet Squadron.

RDIEIDIDIOE: o vhen you were back at MAG 31 you guys

did it for a while and then you stopped?

DIDIOHOID) vcah. vYep. We did it. It was MAG guidance
from -- it was directed by the MAG to do it and then they recended
the requirement. It wasn't -- because it wasn't written anywhere
outside of the MAG SOP and I think they changed the MAG SOP.

DEIIDION: o like a new MAG CO came in and got rid
of it?

DISIDHON: 'hat's correct. Yep.

DEIDIOION: /s there any -- were you around when

that happened, do you know why they got rid of that requirement?
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_: No, I do not.

DEINIDION: ust know it was taken care of?
DIDIDHON: v-ah-

DEEISHDION: C<av- So is there anything about the

mishap, the facts, the circumstances about this that you think that
I need to know?

BDISIDHON: 7o be honest with you I don't know -- I probably
know just as much about this as you do. I know that somebody died
and we had people survive and it's unfortunate all the way around
but T don't really know.

DEISHDIONE :  'ou know what, is there anything
different that the Marine Corps could do to reduce the probability
of a mishap like this in the future?

Is everybody getting plenty of flight time?

DISIOHON: Yecs and no. I would say some months flight times

are abundant and some months -- this is common knowledge, I'm not

saying anything everybody doesn't already know. Flight time can

sometimes be hurting. I would say generally speaking in my time in
242, our flight time has been above average. Since I've been here
over two and half years. We're kind of in a dry spell

unfortunately over the past five months which strictly, kind of,

based off of TEEP.
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And you know we surge all of our aircraft to go on a
detachment somewhere for two months and we come back with deferred
maintenance that we have to do so we surge to execute the detachment
and then it hurts on the backside with maintenance because we're
catching up on the deferred maintenance that we had. So the things
we could do, we could lower the TEEP, yeah we could change how much
we're doing detachments out here.

You know the other end of the spectrum is we need those
detachments in order to get certain types of currency we can't get
here on mainland Japan.

DIEICHOIONE : ovc vou ever heard of anything like this
happening before?
_: I have never fucking heard of another aircraft --

I have never heard of a fighter crashing into a tanker and having a

catastrophic mid-air. ©No. Has there ever been one?
DEISIDION: 'h:ot's what I'm asking. Are you familiar
with -- yeah. Are you familiar with the receiver -- a fighter

receiver striking a tanker in the history of air refueling? I mean
or in recent -- or obviously in recent history. Not in Vietnam Air
Force off the chart but like --

—: No, I get what you're saying. I know we had --

well I mean before I joined the squadron we had a jet clip the
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basket.

EISIONIONNN : 1 ne cbout that.
RDIDIDHON: < clipped the basket.
DIEISHDION: ¢ what month and year was that?

DIDIDHON: 't was like 2015, 2014, 2015. sSomething like
that.

DIEISHDION : (ov did he -- when you say clipped the
basket, so he was effecting a fuel transfer --

DI : Yo, it was my understanding --

DEISIDION:  20d it plugged in and the basket broke

off and flew home the basket on the probe?

_: I think it was my understanding that he got
situational awareness when they were departing the tanker. He was
unsure on his position relative to his flight lead and his wingman
and he -- I think he clipped a basket.

DEIOHDION: ' sorry. I just don't know what you

mean by clipped a basket.

—: Well I think -- I mean I don't -- I was never -- I
wasn't in the squadron when it happened and I didn't get a full
debrief on it but I think his aircraft struck the refueling hose

that comes out of the back of a C130.

DEIOIDION : V' th what part of his airplane, like the
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wing or something?

DISIDHON: [ don't know. I literally don't know.

_: So that -- did the basket, like, fall off
into the ocean or what?

DISIDHON: < don't know.

DIEIDIDION: ou don't know anything about it is what
you're saying?

BDISISEOIE) Yot really, no. I just know it happened.

RDEIDIDIOE: .d you got here in May of 167

_: In the squadron of May of 16 that is correct. No.
November of 16.

RDIEINIDIOE: o vere you on the 31st MEU during
April of 20167

DIEIDIDIOE: 2 d vwhen did you get back from the 31st

MEU, November?
DISIDHON: Ve got off the ship mid May and I came back to the

MAG in mid June.

DIEIOHDION: o vou're in the MAG in June of 167
DISIDHON: 'hat's correct.

DEINIDIONE: o vou're on MAG 12 staff in June of 167
RDISIONON: That's correct.
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DIEIOHDION: ou vere there for four or five months
and then you made your way over to the BATS?

DIDIDHON: v-ah-

_: So in June of 2016, you were not part of
any conversation about a mid air collision between a 242 and 1527?

EISIGNDN - o

EIEIONOION - O+

DEISIDIONEE: 't was your position at the MAG at

that time, sir?

RDIDIONON: < vas the plans officer. So I worked KTO planning

down in the wvault downstairs.

DEINIDIOE : 2 d sir, during the swing shift, who

was the senior officer in the swing shift for the ULT?

DISIDHON: < feel like our XO was on the swing shift as well

so I would have to say the XO.

DEISIDION: ov neny field grade officers were on
the swing shift?

—: I don't know.

DEISIDION: /s it more than you and the XO0?

BDISIDHON: ' cennot say with a hundred percent certainty.
Yes. Maybe. I don't know. Like -- I don't know.

DEINIDIONE: o vou remember if there was any field
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grade officers on the night shift.
RDISIDHON: < don't think there were any field grade officers

on the night shift, no.

e
DIEIDHDIONE: o vou feel like the night shift was kind

of the captains and the new guys, which are all captains. And it
seemed like the day shift had like the CO and the mid shift had the
X0 and then we had basically the new guys on the night shift. Is
that kind of how you remember it?

DIEONDN: ¢ oo [NSEDNDNONEN 0ilc being only a captain

is one of the most experienced pilots we have in the squadron. So.

DIEIDECDIOE: cv can he be a captain and be one of the

most experienced pilots in the squadron? You're a major.

_: Yeah. Well, he's -- I mean he came fleet to fleet
so his currency -- you know he did, like, a second Iragq deployment
if you will. So we consider him experienced because he, you know,

he's been to combat and he dropped ordinance recently, and then he
came straight from a deployed combat squadron to our squadron. So
he didn't have any time out of the cockpit of the hornet, if you
will. And just his qualification level. He's a super qualified

captain.

EISIONDION O
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DISIDHON: co ! don't remember -- I don't know what the
planning -- I don't know what the thought process was in regards on
how we broke down the flight crews at all but I'm assuming we
probably had like two crews or three on each schedule depending on

how many people we had. I wouldn't be surprised if [(ISESICICH

was the most experienced guy on the night crew. Maybe we -- I don't
know. Maybe our OPSO tried to divvy up our WTI's and [SISESECIONE
is almost a WTI. So tried to divvy up some experience based off of
what was going to happen.

DIEIOHDION : C<av- Is there anything that you'd like
to add?

RDISIDHON: Vot that I can think of.

DEIOIDION: udoe, anything?

RDEEIDIDIOE: udge will swear you out.

[The witness was warned, sworn, and excused.]
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Fuku Air Traffic Control Transcription
2 April 2019

Taken from:

F02 1558-1604mono.mp3
F02 1821-1832.ver2mono.mp3
F08 1603-1612.ver2moeno.mp3
F08 1647-1822mono.mp3

Listed Chronologically:

Profane 11 checked in with Fuko Control at 0059 passing 13,300° for 15,000

Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0100 and was cleared direct the SUC VORTAC at 17,000’
Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0102 and was cleared to switch frequency 300.2

Profane 11 contacted Fuke Control at 0104 level at FL270

Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0110 to cancel radar services and request local altimeter setting
Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0147 to report an emergency

Profane 11 contacted Fuke Control at 0150 and passed the crash location as N32 38.6268 E134 38.1244
Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0153 and asked the question “Looking for confirmation that search
and rescue has been notified?”

Profane 11 was contacted by Fuko Control at 0203 to confirm which aircraft were in the water. Profane 11
responded with “Profane 12 is in the water. Sumo 41 is in the water”™

That Profane 11 was contacted by Fuko Control at 0207 asking “to confirm there was a collision between
Profane 12 and Sumo 417" To which Profane 11 responded “Affirmative”

Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0213 asking for “update and search and rescue assets™ To which
Fuko control responded with “‘say again” and then “search and rescue should be coming”

Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0227 asking for “status of search and rescue”™

Profane 11 attempted to contact Profane 12 on 121.5 at 0241 with no audible response

Profane 11 attempted to contact Sumo 41 on 121.5 at 0243 with no audible response

Fuko Control contacted Profane 11 at 0248 requesting Profane 11°s fuel status to which Profane 11
responded with “15 minutes™

Fuko Control contacted Profane 11 at 0251 requesting survivor location to which Profane responded with
“Negative. Searching at 10,000 ™

Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0252 advising that they observe a “strobe beacon in the water”
Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0254 with a latitude and longitude of a possible survivor

Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0256 and provided the beacon location as N32 37.78 E135 03.16
Fuko Control contacted Profane 11 asking if Profane 11 had observed a parachute or liferaft to which
Profane 11 responded “negative”

Profane 11 contacted Fuko Control at 0311 at flight level 260 requesting to return to Iwakuni direct

Fuko Control contacted Profane 11 at 0312 with squawk 1735, radar contact and cleared Profane direct to
Iwakuni at FL330

Fuko Control contacted Profane 11 at 0314 with clearance to FL360

Fuko Control contacted Profane 11 at 0321 with clearance fo change to frequency 227.2
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
UNIT 37101
FPO AP 96373-7101

IN REPLY REFER TO:

5830
SJA

23 APR 2019

To: ommanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing

Subj: SECOND REQUEST FOR EXTENSION ICO 6 DECEMBER 2018 MID-AIR
COLLISION MISHAP COMMAND INVESTIGATION

Ref: (a) 10 Appointment Letter 5830/CG dated 10 Dec 18

1. Irequest an extension of time for completing the command investigation for which I have
been appointed by the reference. 1 request a new submission date of 31 May 2019.

2. The reason for this request is to allow the transcription service provider to complete
transcriptions for the interviews.

Copy to:
SJA, 1st MAW
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
18T MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
UNIT 37101
FPO AP 96373-7101

IN REPLY REFER TO:

5830
CG
23 APR 2013

From: Commanding General. 1st Marine Awrcraft Wing

Subj: SECOND REQUEST FOR EXTENSION ICO 6 DECEMBER 2018 MID-AIR
COLLISION MISHAP COMMAND INVESTIGATION

1. Returned. Your request for an extension is granted. Your investigation is now due 31 May

2019
- T.D. WEIDLEY

Copy to:
SJA, 1st MAW
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ST aInsojouy

Squadron

115

224

251

312

533

ORM Sheets

CO only

CO only

CO only

CO only

CO only

MAG-31 ORM SHEET USAGE SUMMARY

Flight Sched Signature

Flight Leads Review/Sign
ORM?

No. ORM review conducted
in brief.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes



opT 24nsojoug

HQMC Safety Division
Strategy for Aircrew/Flight Excellence (SAFE)
24 August 2018



o T 24nsojoug

VMFA(AW)-242
Profane 11
6 December 2018

No Field Grade Officers scheduled or engaged in execution
No aircrew had met flight hour proficiency goals
NVCD’s not properly fielded

MP1, MP2, and MWSO2 all have HFC concerns

MP2 not trained, qualified, or current.

MP2 NVG inexperience
MP2 NSAAR inexperience
0030 take-off 0145 mishap
BUNO number request
Not scheduled — not approved

Not experienced or proficient NSAAR

Orders Violations:

Use of Ambien/cold meds

T&R non-compliance

Incomplete Flight Schedule

Late Publication

XO not assigned safety program oversight
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