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Warfighter Culture OPT

“It is the responsibility of leadership to work intelligently with
what is given, and not waste time fantasizing about a world of
flawless people and perfect choices.”

Marcus Aurelius

19 Dec 2018



Culture — Defined
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» Culture is the non-physical operating environment that binds every human

organization.

e Supports a wide range of informal rules and attitudes
* Profoundly affects how a particular unit works, trains, and fights

Marines
The Few. The Proud.



Warfighter Culture — Orientation

» Marine Corps culture lags the civilian sector significantly WRT modern safety
culture. This is highlighted within aviation. We have not evolved for several
reasons.

* We are proud of our culture. Our culture wins battles. We don’t want to
change.

* “Acceptable combat losses” may have colored tolerance for error.

 The idea that risk is “tactical” and safety initiatives are “non-tactica
may appeal to our warrior ethos.

* The military traditionally fears reporting.

* Military communication is top-down.

* The military focuses on who is causing the problem.

|II

Civilian safety culture has evolved dramatically in the last 35 years:
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* The civilian world asks; “What is the problem?”
* It encourages granular reporting and two-way communication which
allows the commercial sector to more accurately answer this question.



Commander’s Intent
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2018 National Security Strategy Summary:

“Cultivate workforce talent. Recruiting, developing, and retaining a high-
quality military and civilian workforce is essential for warfighting success.
Cultivating a lethal, agile force requires more than just new technologies
and posture changes; it depends on the ability of our warfighters and the
Department workforce to integrate new capabilities, adapt warfighting
approaches, and change business practices to achieve mission success.”

SECDEF



Commander’s Intent
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“Our Corps needs our officers to be forward thinking and forward looking

agents of change; to see where current practices are either
counterproductive or inefficient and not simply accept the status quo.”

CMC



Warfighter Culture — The Vision
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» CMC (SD) will guide development efforts.

» Warfighter Culture initiatives will combine the best of Marine Corps
culture and “just culture” fundamentals:

* Input from the Lejeune Leadership Institute, CMC (SD) programs,
various bottom-up reporting methods, and Culture Workshop

experience
* Elements of the 4th MAW SAFE Program which leverage the

expertise of USMC reserve airline pilots and commercial aviation
best practices



Warfighter Culture — Desire End State
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» Warfighter Culture is:

Warlike

* Mission effective

* Force preserving

* Open to dialogue

* Focused on excellence not focused on blame
* Encouraging of honest reporting

* Open-minded

* Forward looking

» Warfighter Culture accurately defines problems and works effectively to
solve them.



Warfighter Culture — Program Background
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» Commercial safety culture developed from airline cockpit resource
management (CRM) methodologies:

The seminal event for CRM: United Airlines  United DC-8 crashes
Flight 173 was a scheduled flight from John  at E, Burnside, 157th;
F. Kennedy International Airport in New 10 killed, 175 survive
York City to Portland International Airport The Ovegqonian ==c.
in Portland, Oregon, with a scheduled stop o T
in Denver, Colorado. On December 28,
1978, the aircraft flying this route ran out
of fuel and crashed in a suburban Portland
neighborhood.

Research following the crash determined
that 80% of airline accidents involve human
factors.

This crash forced efforts to evolve pilot
culture.




Warfighter Culture — Program Background

» 35 years later, the results of efforts to change airline culture have produced
an industry which leads every safety standard.

e If United Airlines was 99.999% safe, they would crash an airplane every 4

days.
Air Force Navy Marines Army Airlines
ClassAs ClassAs ClassAs Class As ClassA,B, & C
1.07 .79 2.82 1.32 .155
.69 .80 4.13 .87 .160

» Commercial aviation human factors practices have permeated throughout
industry because human nature is common and does not change.
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» Commercial aviation practices have not permeated Marine Corps aviation.



Present Culture
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» Our present culture tends toward the punitive.

* People make errors. Errors can cause mishaps.

* Our organizational approach has been to seek out errors and
identify the responsible individual. Individual punishment follows.
This punitive approach does not solve the problem.

* People function within systems designed by an organization. An

individual may be at fault, but frequently the system is also at fault.

* Punishing people without changing the system perpetuates the
problem rather than solving it.

10



What can we do about it?
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Safety can and should be used as a strategic lever for cultural change.

The 4th MAW SAFE program is an example of a new initiative already
influencing Marine thinking. It is based on almost four decades of human
factors study by the aviation industry and NASA.

This program has been presented at WTI, the School of Aviation Safety
Commander’s Course, and the Cockpit Resource Management Instructor’s
(CRMI) Course.

The SAFE program teaches “just” culture fundamentals and emphasizes
doing the “right thing” (Safety Theory 2/Safety Management Systems
(SMS)) vice not doing “the wrong thing” (Safety Theory 1/Punitive
Culture).

11



What can we do about it? (Cont’d)
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» The SAFE Program is relational because culture is about people.

» Studies show programmatic approaches to cultural change are not
fruitful.

 WTI student critique (Capt): “While the material could be

perceived to be idealistic, |HSESI conveyed it in a

manner that made me feel like we could make a difference. It
won't be popular in commands, it promotes speaking up and being
a voice of reason. This presentation should be given at all levels of
the SNCO/officer corps (not as a computer course; in person).”

12
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Safety Theory 1 — Punitive Culture

» Safety is implicitly achieved when as few things as possible go wrong.

» Focus is on preventing negative actions.

» Safety Theory 1 says; “These guys did this bad thing. Don’t do that.”

13



Safety Theory 1 - Negative Training

Organizational  ® Poor Leadership

e Funding constraints
Factgrs

Unsafe ® Poor crew pairing

supervision  ®Inadequate training

\Preconditions * |Inexperience

for Unsafe e Fatigue and distractions

Acts N unsafeacts ® Violating SOPs

\ e Pushing limitations

Active
Failures y

Latent Failures
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Safety Theory 2 And Warfighter Culture

» Safety Theory 2 and Warfighter Culture generates the greatest probability
of a desirable outcome with intentionality — “Do the right thing.”

Focuses on positive actions to ensure that as many things as possible
go right — Safety Management System (SMS).

Acknowledges that people are not perfect without blaming.
Traps errors with Threat Error Management (TEM)

Creates a safety net with and HF/CRM.

15
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Safety Theory 2 And Warfighter Culture

» Marines fight battles.

* We can’t wait for perfect situations.
 We must attack based on Commander’s Intent.

» Safety Theory 2 supports this.

* Let’s people know when they are outside the lines.
* Facilitates repairing actions or continued aggressive actions with risk

mitigation.

16
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Safety Theory 2 And Warfighter Culture

» Safety programs, leadership, training and SOPs create systematic

windows which decrease in size as we progress toward an outcome.
» We must pass safely through these windows in order to continue.

» We focus on doing “right” things.
» Each passing gate increases probabilities of safe outcomes,

» We recognize deviations earlier.

N

T

BN




Safety Theory 1 vs. 2

» Safety theory 1 focuses on negative learning; “Don’t do that!”

e Default is to continue unless things are very bad.
* Does not explicitly put leaders to a continuation decision.
e USMOC cultural predispositions and stigmas oppose stopping.

» Safety theory 2 focuses on doing things correctly and positive reinforcement.
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It capitalizes on Marine Corps cultural discipline and integrity.

* Default is to stop unless certain conditions are met.

* The decision to stop is not personalized, it is institutionalized.

e Safety is the by-product of the pursuit of excellence.

* People learn better from positive reinforcement.

* Emphasis on conditions-based continuation supports aggressive
execution.

 Emphasizes known human factors and relationships. Builds teams.

 Combats the “zero-defect” mentality and inspires innovation.
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Safety Theory 2 — The Stabilized Approach

19



Stabilized Approach: System Of Systems

.

2500’
* Cleared Approach

IS

N

* Approach confirmed
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Continue only if

conditions are met.

1500’ \

* A/S below 180
* Gear Down
* Landing Checklist

N

1000’

* Verbalize
deviations

* Final
Configuration

 A/S +15/-5

* OnG/S

Go Around?

T Combat
Effective!
500’
* Go Around for I
deviations
* Final
Configuration

« A/S +15/-5

20
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The Stabilized Approach: Why it Works

Get into the window and the system works for you.
It points you at the next window and its parameters.
Gives early recognition of any negative trends.
Turns the “Stop” call into a positive.

Examples of The Stabilized Approach: the carrier pattern; a live fire
exercise.

Intentional emphasis on excellence.

Helps to accurately identify problems.

21
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Stabilized Approach Failures

» Reasons why we fail:

* We don’t know the “window.”
We make it happen, reinforcing failure — normalization of deviance.

* We don’t know the truth — cognitive bias.
* We don’t understand the problem — lack of open dialogue.
* We don’t stop — “Hack it!”

22



The Stabilized Approach: A Metaphor

.

Command Climate
USMC Programs
Training programs
SOPs

VVVY
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IS

N

» Leadership
» Planning
» Time to prepare

VVVYVVYY

Let’s do it right!

N

N

Preparation
Rest \
Nutrition/hydration
Briefing
Environmentals » Focus
Equipment > Discipline L
Rehearsals > Skill
» Adherence to e
oolicy > Bpmbsontarget
» Time on target

23
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Questions We Must Answer

» Has the system failed the Marine or has the Marine failed the system?

* |sthe window right?

* |sthe equipment right?

* Are the systems right?

* Isthere a mechanism to call “Stop!”?

Do Marines know it?

* |sthere a stigma to saying “Stop!” i.e. doing the right thing?

24
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Warfighter Culture

» A just culture balances the need for an open and honest reporting
environment with the desired end of a quality learning environment
and culture. While the organization has a duty and responsibility to
our Marines and sailors, those same Marines and sailors are held
responsible for the quality of their choices.

» Just culture requires a change in focus from errors and outcomes to
system design and management of the behavioral choices of all
Marines and sailors.

» Our culture and the systems we design to bring that culture to bear on
the mission can better serve our warfighters and help to generate
greater combat power.

25
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Keys To Success

» Honest, two-way communication at all levels of leadership.

» People not programs.

» Leadership not management.

26



OPT Mission
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1. CMC (SD) has recently observed numerous cultural programs/initiatives
across the MAGTF which have been developed to address a litany of
destructive behavioral concerns which threaten the force.

2. The 39th Executive Safety Force Preservation Board (ESFPB) has directed an
examination of this subject IOT standardize efforts. CMC (SD) has been
directed to provide a comprehensive problem statement and Courses of
Action to the 40th ESFPB scheduled for 16 May 2019.

3. IAW direction, CMC (SD) will host a Safety Culture OPT tentatively
scheduled for 12-14 Feb 2019 to synchronize efforts. The OPT will study
methods and implementation strategies to advance MAGTF culture as we
develop Marines at all levels. Discussions will include organization, structure,
data collection and analysis, “Just Culture” initiatives, curriculum
development, education, training, assessment, and mentoring.

27



Problem Framing
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Our technology evolved. This caused our tactics to evolve from linear
warfare to maneuver warfare and the MAGTF. Our culture must now
evolve and mature. This is exciting and necessary. We should be open-
minded and enthusiastic about finding ways to generate more combat
power per capita while developing the well-being of our Marines.

28



Problem Framing
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Our efforts will be cost negative by directly addressing critical, systemic
organizational and manpower issues. Decreasing negative manpower
costs and increasing retention through improved morale/experience
will lead to lower recruiting and training costs and a more mature force
more capable of high-level decision-making. This will increase combat
effectiveness with fewer accidents and less negligent behavior.

29
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Problem Framing

> Punitive vs Just Culture

30



Problem Framing
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Warfighting has changed. Modern conflict is more complex. Failure of
our culture to evolve beyond the punitive culture of old contributes to
significant personal friction for our Marines and our leaders.

 Suicide

e PTSD

 Sexual Harassment
 Social Media Management

31



Warfighter Culture - Considerations
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Culture W/S output stops at the O-5 level. This does not inform higher
WRT systemic issues. Dialogue is constipated. All COAs must
communicate output above the O-5 level — de-identified, for use in
aggregation, problem framing, data analysis, and solution-oriented
outputs. (Current efforts do not identify and address systemic issues.)

False sense of urgency prioritizes completing the training over the quality
of the training.

HHQ must show subordinates that quality is our priority through fitreps
and promotion boards.

Unless a Marine willfully violates policies and procedures, we must
examine the system in the case of negative outcomes.

32



Warfighter Culture - Considerations

6 9INs0joug

» Is aviation the easiest place to start? Beta in aviation? Low hanging fruit?

Two beta tests?

» Would we like the average age of the force to increase? Is this possible?

33



Warfighter Culture — Naming Conventions
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» Higher does not like “Safe and Just culture.”

Warfighting culture?

34



Warfighter Culture - COAs
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COA 1 — Current Culture W/S with better manning (i.e. do almost
nothing)

COA 2 — Current Culture W/S with better manning, with output to higher
levels, with data aggregation, with better analysis, with problem framing
entities which develop solutions and make recommendations for
implementation through regular discussions with decision makers. Each
element is necessary or a toothless entity will die over time as

personalities change.

35



Warfighter Culture - COAs
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» COA 2 Cont’d:

2. Center For Warfighting Culture (CWC)
Curricula Development
Inter/Intra-Departmental coordination
Training Management

Data Analysis
OPT Coordination — problem framing and COA Dev

1. Input
. ASAP
. GSAP
. Surveys
. CIRRAS

“The creativity and talent of the
American warfighteris our

greatest enduring strength, and
one we do not take for granted.”
SECDEF

3. Education & Training
Engaging leaders
Facilitating Dialogue

4. Assessment - Culture Workshop
. Assist Visits
. Mentoring

36



Warfighter Culture - COAs
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» COA 3 —Develop a department within an existing organization to make
use of existing COMRELS, structure, and resources.

37



Warfighter Culture OPT - Participants
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VVVVVVYVYVVYVYVYY

CMC (SD)
M&RA

HQMC G-10
TECOM
EDCOM

LLI

Religious Programs
Health Services
MFR
MARFORPAC
MARFORs
JAG?

MCCLL

38
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Warfighter Culture

Questions?

39



Warfighter Culture
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LLPC Kadena AB
April 27t — 30t 2016
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CNAF M-3710.7

Commanders shall ensure that all personnel whose duties involve flying as an aircrew member in naval airerafl
receive annual CRM training including an academic portion and a flight/simulator evaluation. Annual recurrency
training shall be recorded in the NATQOPS jacket in accordance with COMNAVAIRFORINST 1542.7. B

3.8.1 Critical Behavioral Skills
The critical behavioral skills that form the basis of CRM training are:

a, Decision making. The ability to choose a course of action using logical and sound judgment based on available
information, Effective decision making requires:

(1) Assessing the siiuation.
(2) Verifying information.
(3) Identilying solutions.
(4) Anticipating decision conseguences,
(5) Making the decision.
(6) Telling others of the decision and rationale,
{7) Evaluating the decision.
b. Assertiveness. An individual's willingness to actively parlicipate, state, and maintain a position, umntil
convinced by the facts that other options are belter. Asserliveness is respectful and professional, used o resolve

problems appropriately, and to improve mission effectiveness and safety.

c. Mission Analysis. The ability to develop shori-temi, long-term, and contingency plans and to coordinate,
allocate, and monitor crew and aircraft resources, Effective plamning leads to {light conduct that removes
uncerlainty, increases mission effectiveness, and enhances safety.

d. Communication, The ability {o clearly and accuratcly send and acknowledge information, instructions, or
commands, and provide useful feedback. Effective communication is vilal to ensure that all crewmembers
undersiand aircraft and mission status,

¢. Leadership. The ability to direct and coordinate the activitics of other crewmembers or wingmen, and to
encourage the crew to work together as a team. There arc two types of leadership:

(1) Designated Leadership — Leadership by authonty, crew position, rank, or title, This is the normal mode
of leadership.

(2) Functional Leadership — Leadership by knowledge or expertise. Functional leadership is temporary and
allows the most qualified individual 1o take charge of the situation,

f. Adaptability/Flexibility. The ability to alter a course of action based on new mformation, maintain constructive
behavior under pressure, and adapt to internal and external environmental changes. The success of a mission
depends upon the crew’s abilily to alter behavior and dynamically manage crew resources Lo mect siluational
demands,

g. Siuational Awarencss. The degree of accuracy by which ones perception of the current environment mirrors
reality. Mamtaining a lugh level of situational awareness will better prepare crews to respond to unexpected
situations.

3-15 ORIGINAL
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UNCLASSIFIED Lite Level Planning Calendar

05Decl8

06Dec

06Dec 07Dec

Sun Above Horizon
Moon Below Horizon
Low Moonlight Level ( < 0.0022 lux)

Location:  RFI 20190313
Lat/Lon: 33-24N 132-16E High Moonlight Level ( >= 0.0022 lux)
Time Offset: +0900 — g
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PMA-202 Night Vision Cueing and Display 500th unit delivery | Tenant Profile | dcmilita... Page 1 of 3

Home / Tester / Tenant Profile

https://www.dcmilitary.com/tester/tenant_profile/pma--night-vision-cueing-and-display-th-unit-
delivery/article_88d933e8-5cc5-5e3e-994f-ad46d4a58db8.html

PMA-202 Night Vision Cueing and Display 500th unit
delivery

FromAmie Blade AIR-1.0 Public Affairs Officer Feb 28, 2019

Capt. David Padula (left) takes delivery of the 500th NVCD unit from a representative of Rockwell Collins Elbit
Vision Systems in Merrimack, New Hampshire

U.S. Navy photo

A common tenet from Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Admiral Richardson’s Four Lines
of Effort is increasing the speed of getting capability to the fleet. In the current geo-political
climate, taking a measured risk approach in order to accelerate capability delivery is

imperative to maintaining strategic and tactical superiority over adversaries. The Night
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https://www.dcmilitary.com/tester/tenant profile/pma--night-vision-cueing-and-display-th-... 3/15/2019



PMA-202 Night Vision Cueing and Display 500th unit delivery | Tenant Profile | dcmilita... Page 2 of 3

Vision Cueing and Display (NVCD) program, managed by the Aircrew Systems program
office (PMA-202), is an example of one such program willing to take measured risks in

order to accelerate capability.

The history behind the execution of the NVCD program is a testament to the Aircrew
Systems program office’s ability to innovate and think outside the box. The NVCD program
was first transferred to NAVAIR when the Air Force withdrew from the joint effort in 2013. It
is a Rockwell Collins Elbit Vision Systems product that provides nighttime capability for
Joint Helmet Mounted Cueing System in all F/A-18 variants and the EA-18G.

The improvements provided by the NVCD over the legacy night vision system equate to a
fivefold improvement between the target acquisition to engagement component of the Kill
Chain. When the Navy assumed full control of the program, NVCD was billed as ready for
near-term Full Rate Production. It turns out, it was not. Multiple hardware and reliability
issues drove the program to delays, budget reductions and a tenuous execution profile.
The Aircrew Systems program office had to flex, and that flexibility involved additional
testing, innovative approaches to solutions, and taking on risk to acquire what has become

a night vision system highly favored by the fleet today.

The team solved these technical, reliability and funding issues by taking measured risks.
And, on January 16, 2019, those measured risks proved to be worthwhile as Capt. David
Padula accepted the 500th delivery of the fleet-favored NVCD system on behalf of the

government. Padula spoke to the audience, largely made up of the Rockwell Collins Elbit

Vision Systems employees at their facility in Merrimack, New Hampshire, “The capability

Enclosure 103
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that is provided for our aviators is unprecedented,” Padula told the audience. “We fight our
wars today differently from an aviation perspective because of this system, the system you

all had a very, very intimate part of.”
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NAVAL AIRCRAFT FLIGHT RECORD
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NAVAL AIRCRAFT FLIGHT RECORD
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SIS I | t's 1335 on Wednesday the 2374 of
(b) (6)
January 2019. I'm muSmay HEEEEEEE | Ve 00! [IESHDN EE
(b) (6) (b) (6)
I CC OISO B, Vi th e oand we are
(b) (6)
interviewing -- is it [ESIEN HE o' how?
(b) (6)
(D) (3) (AL B0 3F
(b) (6) (A),
EIENSE BN P case, [IESNEN EEEM Pl ease, state your
(b) (6) (b) (6)
full name, spelling your |last nanme for the record.

GIOIE N (IONE I N = (Grerss
(b) (6) (A), (b) (b) (6)

ESEDN EEEEENEN  A'd. EEESNSN B “hat do you go by?
(b) (6) (b) (6)
SIS B OISEE °' @EEN. Any of those.
(b) (6) (A), (b) (A),
IS e Oka) ©) 111 just call you muEmmm. is that
(b) (6) (A), (b)
all right? (6)

DIEIESE Bl Yes, sir.

(b) (6)

DISIDN BN C<ay.  Thanks musmm-

(b) (6) (A), (b)
[EEEEm. What is your military O8upational Specialty?
(A), (b)

NS BEEN: M ne is 7525 or a weapons systems officer for

(b) (6)

the F-18 at Delta.

IS B $(hat's great. And when did you finish
(b) (6)
your training?

DIENSE B | conpleted ny fleet replacement squadron in --
(b) (6)
it was either about end of July of 2017.
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DEENSN B Uy of 177
(b) (6)
DIENESE Bl Yes, sir.
(b) (6)
DIEISE B 2 So you have been at 242 about a year and
(b) (6)
a half then?

DIENSE B About, sir.
(b) (6)

IS I \Wen did you get to Iwakuni exactly, what
(b) (6)
nont h and year? The table can exactly where.

DEENESE B !t should have been the end of August of 2017.
(b) (6)
| want to say roughly the 29th is when | showed up, | believe.

B August of '17.  And who was the
(b) (6)
commandi ng officer then?

DIENDE N |t ves IENDEDE NN I . 00
(b) (6) (6)

SIS DN (EEENONEE BN B Very good.  How
(b) (6) (6)
many hours do you have in the Hornet?

DIEEESE B 2 Sonewhere between two and 300. | haven't really
(b) (6)
checked ny | ogbook for too recently for that, but | think it's just

alittle closer towards the 200.

IS I \VWen is -- where were you in Decenber of
(b) (6)
20187

DIEEESE B Here, in Iwakuni for the nost part at the

(b) (6)
begi nning. Leave in the second half.

DS BN Okay. So were you here for the DS
(b) (6) (7)(C)
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DIENESE B 2 Yes, sir.
(b) (6)
IS I Ckay. \What role did you have in it?
(b) (6)
DEEEESE B Day crew, so non night crew and just aircrew
(b) (6)
IS BN COkay. And who el se was on day crew,
(b) (6)

roughl y?

(DIESNDN N (IO BN B
(b) (6) (b) (6)
[DEENN BN Vas he your pilot?
(b) (6)
DEENESE B He was supposed to be a pilot on the day prior,
(b) (6)
or, excuse nme, the day after | believe.

I O<ay.
(b) (6)
DIESKDE B #IESKDN I DN (ONEH S
(b) (6) (b) (6) (A), (b) (b) (6)
BN First names were [mEEm EEEEN BN and then [DEENEN B
(A), (b) (b) (6)
EEeE e ©
(b) (6)
DIEISE I Wo was the senior officer on day crew?
(b) (6)
DEEIESE B | believe it was either the commandi ng officer
(b) (6)
or the executive officer. | believe they were both day crew, from

what | renmenber.

DIEIESE B You think the CO and XO -- and who's the
(b) (6)
XO?

OISION EEE OIOIONON I BN = OICSIONOIG] I
(b) (6) (6)

IS BN $So you were day crew, which was what,
(b) (6)
like, eight to 1600is or sonething?
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[DNENSN mmm  Roughly.
(b) (6)
DIEISE I  And the CO and XO were both on day crew,
(b) (6)
as your recall?

DIEISE Bl Fromwhat | renmenber. It mght not be
(b) (6)
conpletely accurate. It mght be, like, md-crew or swing shift or

what ever that, like, md-crewis referred to as.

DIEIESE I Ckay. Are you night systens qualified?
(b) (6)
DEEEESE B As in conplete with the night systens syl labus,
(b) (6)

Yes, but not as, like, an instructor if that's what --

I o, |'mjust asking. So you're NSQ?
(b) (6)
B Copy, sir. Yes, sir.
(b) (6)
I Have you been in the Tanker before?
(b) (6)
IS BN Yes.
(b) (6)
DIEISE B Been in the Tanker in the day tinme?
(b) (6)
IS BN Yes.
(b) (6)
DIEISE BN anker at night?
(b) (6)
[EENESN S Once.
(b) (6)
IS I ¢/ | ne about that.
(b) (6)
DIEIESE B V¢ were doing a section |lead syllabus event for
(b) (6)
DIEIESE B od DEEESE B down in Ckinawa. | was flying
(b) (6) (b) (6)
wth DESEEN I B [ °h] who are then Pilot Training Oficer.
(b) (6)
This was back in, | want to say, about a year ago when they were
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doi ng their section |ead syllabus. G ve or take a year.

(0] NN DN N DN BN N D BN D D
(6)

---E))_----_--_---
(6)

2
_éch----_ | believe it was with a

’30. |1'mpretty sure it was with a C-nount or a 152 C-130 --

IS B \What do you renenber about the Tanking
(b) (6)
evol ution?

[DEENESE B Not nmuch other than the fact that it went

(b) (6)
relatively as briefed and | renmenber it was an easier join-up than
we thought because we ended up seeing them com ng across our nose
whil e we were coordinating the nmeet-up. Tanked on the right hand

side, and that's all | really renmenber, a least, |ike, over all of

t hat event.

DIEISE B Do you renenber how you departed the
(b) (6)
Tanker ?

DIEISE B | believe it was to the right, since we were on
(b) (6)
the right hand side.

IS I V\hat about the other jet?
(b) (6)
DIEIESE B | believe it was the sane. |'mtrying to
(b) (6)
remenber exactly. | don't renmenmber the exact nature, but if it was

anything as everything else that I'mused to, which | believe it

wasn't so it just nmade it stand out otherwi se. W should have
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departed, gone to echelon right after we were waiting, and then
depart to the right after that. Either straight ahead or high and

to the right, as coordinated with the Tanker the whole tine.

[DIEIDN BN Vére you wearing any VCE's?
(b) (6)
DIEISE B No | was wearing the ANVIS 9's or the non joint
(b) (6)
hel met nmounted key wi ng system

IS I Ny is that?
(b) (6)
DEESE B | did not have ny JOHEM C s [ph] set up then
(b) (6)
yet .

I O<ay.
(b) (6)
Bl !s fromwhat | renenber. It mght have been,
(b) (6)
I'd have to double check, but fromwhat | remenber | think it was

regul ar NVG s.

DIEISE B $Have you -- do you have it now? Do you
(b) (6)
have ANVIS 11's now?

[NENEN BN Yes.
(b) (6)
DIEISE B Have you flown with them very nmuch?
(b) (6)
DIEIESE B Relatively. | prefer to fly with those over the
(b) (6)
ol der type.

DISIDE I Wy is that?
(b) (6)
DIENSN B 't gives us -- or it gives me a little bit nore
(b) (6)
essay so | can have not have ny heads up display take up one of ny
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DDl 's but still -- or one of ny displays in the cockpit, but still
have situational awareness to ny air speed and altitude, my angl e of
attack, set the paraneters, and al so see where certain senors are

sl at ed.

IS I \Were did you get your ANVIS 11 training?
(b) (6)
DIENSNE B From-- should have been from one our night
(b) (6)
systens instructors. | don't renenber details of it.

IS I  \V\Wat are sone of the differences between
(b) (6)
the ANVIS 9 and the ANVIS 11 that you renmenber being trained to?

B Biggest difference is you now have synbol ogy by
(b) (6)

your right eye, eye ball. And then other than that, it's just
letting -- that and then you now have, | guess, the calibrating
before you fly. 1It's only one itemthat you' re calibrating per eye

as opposed to the older systemwhere it involved three adjustnents
per eye. O her than that, pretty nuch the sanme as, in terns of
synbol ogy, the sane as flying with JAHAM C s during the day, in

ternms of synbol ogy.

IS I Vére you -- so the benefit is its got the
(b) (6)
synbology in the HUD and it's easier to adjust; is that what | heard

you say?
DIENSNE B For the nost part, yes. | know that there is

(b) (6)
tal k about sometines the synbol ogy getting inverted when flying with
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the JAHEM C s NVG s. | have not seen that nyself though. Usually
-- fromny understanding it's with under, |ike, high G maneuvers or

sone type of -- sonething dynam c though.

IS BN Have you ever heard of it happening. You
(b) (6)

ever net anyone --
DIENSNE B VYes. | have heard of it; | have not seen it

(b) (6)
mysel f though.

DIEISE B  And what's the word around the ready
(b) (6)
roon? \What causes that and how do you fix it?
B Not sure of the cause, or then the possibly G or
(b) (6)
some type of unusual attitude maybe. The fix has been to, fromny
under st andi ng, was just to unplug it, the JAHEM C s fromthe

aircraft so you're not getting any synbology at all, but you're

still getting the night vision benefit of the goggles.

DIEIESE B $Any negative about the ANVIS 117?
(b) (6)
Anything the 9 does better than the 117

DIENSNE B Not that | can really tell for nyself, but I've
heard(b'z(r?;t the ANVIS 11, excuse ne, the 9's have a little better, |
guess, fidelity in what you' re seeing. But, not enough for nme to
really notice too nmuch without doing it side by side, which would

be, kind of, tough to do since it's on the helmet. It would be --

switching hel mets would be, kind of, awkward.
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DIEISE B $Have you -- what's your day job in the
(b) (6)
squadron?

DEENESE B The S-1, sorry, the Admi nistration Assistant
(b) (6)
O ficer.

[DNENEN BN Admin officer.  Okay.
(b) (6)
Are you ever around -- is your office near the CO s

of fice?

EEENEN B Yes.
(b) (6)

DIEIESE B $So you handl e paperwork that comes to the
(b) (6)

Cco?
B Abit. M focus in the shop is nore for the
(b) (6)
DTS, or the Defense Travel System |'m one of the guys thats been
doing -- is smarter on that, so | handle nost of that within the
shop.
DIEISE B You ever stood ODO?
(b) (6)
DS BN Yes.
(b) (6)
OIS B Did -- what are some of the response --
(b) (6)
do you still stand ODO soneti nes?

EEENEN B Yes.
(b) (6)

IS I \V\Wat are sone ODO responsibilities?
(b) (6)
[DIENSNE B Checking weat her, NODOMS, coordinating fuel,
(b) (6)
coordinating with mai ntenance, mainly being the point of contact for
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-- also coordinating with other squadrons if there's changes or
anything like that where we need to coordinate with the other

squadrons for that.

DIENSE BN $You ever have a flight schedul e change
(b) (6)
whil e you were standi ng duty?

ENENEN BN Yes.
(b) (6)

IS B e/ | ne about that.
(b) (6)

DIEIESE B V¢ got the request from usually ops or
mai nt(e?illece. If it's not a cancelation, it wouldn't necessarily
require a CO approval since it can be done -- it's pretty basic.
But, for the actual changes to the flight schedule, if the COs
around, then we'll try and catch himand | et himknow what's goi ng
on with that, and then he'll either give the OK or the no-go on the
change. And if the CO s not around, then sonetines it can be

del egated to the executive officer or the operations officer if

really needed. But, it should be going up to the CO

OIS B 2 Once the CO approves a flight schedule
(b) (6)
change, how do you record that?
DIEEESE B On our electronic or Excel version. W'll put
(b) (6)
it in red, the change, whatever the change is in red, and then do,
li ke, a space and then "CO OK". And then on the paper flight

schedule, 1'Il make the change in red ink and annotate it there.

10
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IS I Does the Co, like, sign the paper copy,

or do you put your initials on there, or anything |ike that?

DEEEESE B No | don't think -- at least -- no, | don't
(b) (6)
think 1've ever really got the signature. | haven't really seen

much of the flight schedul e changes recently, so, | haven't been

standi ng a whole lot recently for obvious reasons.

DIEISE B Did you have any involvenent in the
(b) (6)
m shap at all? Were you, l|ike, around when it went down or around

during the SAR effort or anything?

SN EEm:  MWself and EESHSN N ere the SAR, or
(b) (6) (b) (6)
the search and rescue aircraft that went out after EESENE
(b) (6)

and [DEEHESN BN 0ot back.
(b) (6)

DIENSE BN So you assumed on scene commander ?
(b) (6)

IS B Yes.
(b) (6)

IS I e/ | ne about that.
(b) (6)
DIENSE B | got a call around, fromwhat | remenber the
(b) (6)
time was |ike 0249. Got a call fromthe squadron duty officer,

asking me to conme in. | cane in. | was infornmed that Profane 12

and AC-130 were down, that | was flying wth DSy .
(b) (6)
going to go out and go look for them Went down to flight

equi pnment, calibrated my NVG s. There was sonme niscoordination with

nyself and my pilot, but we eventually got down. Started up the

11
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jet, took off runway 20, went out on the route that took us up
hi gher so that we could save sone fuel. Got out to the area, |

remenber hearing the sea beacons.

DIEISE BN About what time? Was it still dark when
(b) (6)
you got out there?

DIENSE B Still dark. | don't renenber exactly, I'm
(b) (6)
trying to remenber fromthe take off tinmes. | don't renenber that

-- | couldn't give you a very good estimate. |t was sonewhere
between three and four | want to say, or maybe five, |I'mnot sure.

And then | andi ng sonmeti ne between, | want to say, 0500i sh.

I Still dark when you | anded?
(b) (6)
Bl VYes. And then after we |anded, | was told by
(b) (6)
the XOto go to get into ny office for the CACO or the Catch

Assi stance Coordi nation O ficer, | believe. That's one of the

things |I've never known.

[DIENDN I Okay. Did you guys talk to [ musumm N
(b) (6) (b) (6)
O [ISNSN HEN hile you were out there |ooking for thenf
(b) (6)
DIEIESE B No. \We didn't have any radar communications
(b) (6)
with them We flipped between -- on our auxillary radio we went to

the SAR frequency [@E@m. 9Juard which is @M. and then the maritine
(b) (1) (b) (1)
guard frequency of . (A)
(6),
(b) (3) (A). | : \Who did you talk to?
(b) (6)

12
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DIENESE B The only person -- or the people we were able to
(b) (6)
get in touch with on any of those frequencies was one of the boats

that was in the area. W thought we had found them because we saw a
strobe light for about 20 m nutes, but it turned out it was a boat
with a strobe light. But, we were talking to someone, trying to get
someone to those coordi nates that we thought they were at. It was
just -- it was a Japanese fisherman, or | don't know if he was a

fisherman, but a Japanese guy in a boat. That's all we really know.

IS B s there any tal k about using anbiens or
(b) (6)
go pills or anything?

B | just know that several aircrew were requesting
(b) (6)
those fromthe flight doctor.

[DEENDN BN How did they request?
(b) (6)
DEENESE B | mnot sure. The flight doctor put a nessage
(b) (6)
out on the all officers chat saying that --

OIS I Al officers chat on Whats App?
(b) (6)

DEENSE B Yes, sir. Saying that --
(b) (6)

IS I Vhat did it say?

(b) (6)

DEEEESE B | don't renmenber the exact wording, but

(b) (6)
generally saying that several aircrew were asking about -- |'m not
sure if it was go-no go pills, or just Anbien specifically, or what

the exact pills were. | assune that the go to is Anmbien for the

13
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no-go's. But that he was not able to issue them and that woul d be
a 24 hour down as well. Actually, | take that back, | don't
remenber if he said it was necessarily 24 hour down, but that he was
unable to issue it. And | believe it was him it could have been
soneone else that said it was CG directed that we were not supposed
to have any performance enhancers or any go-no go pills for the

exerci se.

[DEENDN BN Ckay.
(b) (6)
DIEIESE B At least that's ny understanding of it.
(b) (6)
I Do you renenber who in the chat was
(b) (6)
requesting?

B No.
(b) (6)
IS D But it was on the chat --
(b) (6)
DEENESE Bl !t was on the -- because on the chat it just
(b) (6)
said several people or several aircrew. So |I don't know -- he never

said the names specifically.

DIEISE I So the doc, he said several aircrew
(b) (6)
have requested it?

EEENEN B Yes.
(b) (6)

IS I $ So you said the last tinme you did a
(b) (6)
ni ght Tanking, was that the only tinme you' ve done ni ght Tanking was

a year ago?

14
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DEENESE B That's the only tine I've done night Tanking.
(b) (6)
Roughly, 1'd have to actually check the --

IS I How often do you guys Tank with 1527

& B Usually before a transpacific flight to get, for
exarrp(lbzef(s)before we go down to (I BN BN D \here we'd be
doing a |l ot of Tanking. The ré%(slbn is that we need get --

IS D !t's, like, once or twice a year?
(b) (6)
DEENESE B About twice a year, roughly.
(b) (6)
IS I  And then those are usually daytine?
(b) (6)
B VYes. Because the TransPac woul d be during the
(b) (6)
day.

B SO you guys barely get any time in
(b) (6)
with the VMGR- 1527

DEEIESE B | wouldn't say that. That's nore -- our main
(b) (6)
focus is before we go on a detachnent so that everyone, all the

pilots, can get Tanker current.

DEEIDN I C<ay.

(b) (6)

[DEENESE B Then occasionally during other times, to either
(b) (6)

mai ntain currency or just for, yes, just maintain currency. | don't
work in ops so | don't really have good, |ike, good situational
awareness to the plan in terms of when all that is set up or, Ilike,

how often really.

15
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DIEISE I But since August of 2017, you've only
(b) (6)
gone once?

DIEEESE B That | remenber, yes. At night, yes.
(b) (6)
OIS B \Wen you did it at night, did you guys
(b) (6)
flip your goggles up, or |eave them down, or do you renenber?

DIEISE Emm: ! left mine down.
(b) (6)

DIEISE I Do you know if anyone else flipped them
(b) (6)
up or how that was briefed or was there any discussion about it?

DIEEESE B | don't think anyone would have flipped theirs
up. (Ibi]?zjitively | want to be able to see it, and the only reason |
could see why you mght flip themup would be with, like, the |ight
on the probe that was in the basket was, |ike, washing out of your

goggl es and you sonehow couldn't turn off the Iight for whatever
reasons.

But, intuitively you would want to keep the NVG s down so
you can see the Tanker, the basket, and everything near, everything

alittle nore clearly, rather than point of |ight.

IS B $Have you ever -- do you renmenber what
(b) (6)
ki nd of lighting configuration the Tanker was in?

DEEIESE B Not off the top of ny head.
(b) (6)

IS BN Do you know what kind of lighting
(b) (6)
configuration your Hornet was in?

16
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[DIENESE B Shoul d have been in standard, having the

(b) (6)
navi gation |lights on, you know, collision |ights should have been
on. But, nostly | can't -- | can't really see the inner collision

l'ight very well fromthe backseat.

OISO BN Do you renmenber if the probe light was
(b) (6)

on?
DEENESE B Not that | can renenber to say yes or no. It
(b) (6)
was too |ong ago for me to actually, like, call it with sufficient
detail .
I Ckay. Do you fly with Captain Reslar a
(b) (6)
| ot ?

Bl Abit. Mstly in Guam | ast year when we were
(b) (6)
there for COBRA North.

[DEENDN BN How was that?
(b) (6)
DEEESE B | rnean, | had fun with it. He was one of ny
(b) (6)
friends so | just enjoy flying with him

DIEISE BN $Yes. Sorry that you guys lost him he
(b) (6)
seens |ike a nice guy.

IS B Yes.
(b) (6)

DIEISE I Did you ever know himto be struggling as
(b) (6)
a pilot or any challenges he was facing nore than someone with his

experience |evel?

17
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DIEEESE B Not that would be outside the standard
(b) (6)
deviation. Did good on sone things, not as good as others. But,

within an acceptabl e standard, | guess, is how you put it.

DI I Did you ever fly with muEumm N
(b) (6) (b) (6)

ENENEN BN Yes.
(b) (6)

DIEISE B $How was he? Was he pretty good?
(b) (6)

ENENEE | d say so.
(b) (6)

DIEISE I \V\Wat do you think his reputation's |ike
(b) (6)
in the squadron as a pilot?

Bl Cood. Really good. M ssion commnder, |ike,
(b) (6)
pretty much the only thing he had left for his quals was to, |

guess, go to MDTC, or Marine Division Tactics Course, and weapons

training instructor, or weapons and tactics instructor, excuse ne.

IS B s he going pretty soon, do you know?
(b) (6)

DEESE B !t does not appear so.
(b) (6)

SIS I 'y is that?

(b) (6)

[DEENEDN B 't /ooks like the -- mESm HEEE [°rh] or MESEE

(b) (6) (A), (b) (A), (b)
B as slated to go to WII or MDTC and®WIl next. (6)

IS B $And that decision was nmade before the
(b) (6)
m shap?

ENENEN BN Yes.
(b) (6)

DIEISE B Wy do you think that decision was nmade?
(b) (6)

18

Enclosure 107



DIENESE B That would be an ops question, or ops and CO
(b) (6)
[DEENSN BN SO you don't know?
(b) (6)
DEENESE Bl | don't know the exact reasoning and | don't
(b) (6)

want to specul ate on other people's thoughts on that. That nmade

deci si on.

DIENSE BN $Yes, no that's a good answer, okay.
(b) (6)
You ever fly with [ESSE B~ Obviously he's a WSSO
(b) (6)

DIEEESE mmm: No. | nean, in ternms of in the same flight --
(b) (6)
L HEEACEP
(b) (6)
B So we'd be in different aircraft.
(b) (6)
B Yes, that's the question.
(b) (6)
DIEIESE B Only one time that | can renenber specifically.
(b) (6)
And that was -- that was, |like, a year ago when they were -- him and

[DEENESE B V'cre doing the section lead [inaudible] in the dash
(b) (6)
two backseat, with the dash two pil ot being the instructor.

OIS BN Do you remenber anything significant
(b) (6)
about that?

EEENEN S No, SiT.
(b) (6)

SO BN How s IEENDE BN ' eputation in the
(b) (6) (b) (6)
squadron?

DIENSN B Conpetent. In terms of stating the facts,
(b) (6)
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conpetent, but sonetines a little hard to work with. But, you can

still work with him

IS I V4s it -- were any of those, anybody from
(b) (6)
the m shap aircrew, did they have any human factors concerns that

you are aware of?

[NENENN BN | know that for mESNENN EEEEN. YOU Know, [mEE
(b) (6) (b) (6) (6),
N . o
(6).
0 EonDE S O .
OO (6).
SIS N [ N NG B N
(b) (6) (6), : (b) (7)(©)
0 )| _—*H--------
b7 (),
C
h*(h-ﬂ------
(b) (7)
©  SESHSS S | think what you are eluding tois it --
(b) (6)
[DNENUNN BN VoS on the night page and gml SN HEN NN EEENEEEN BN
(b) (6) (6)

(0) (7) E?;
© SN - Yes. ©)
(©) (6)

OIS BN $So was there nuch discuss -- did you hear
(b) (6)
any di scussi on about who was on what shift and why?

DEENESE B Not that | was, | guess, privy to. | was on
(b) (6)
cross country down in Oki, or Okinawa, prior to the MAG ULT. So |
know t here was sonme stuff going on before hand, |ike a neeting, but

| wasn't there for that neeting so I, kind of, m ssed out on --

OIS BN Like a neeting that tal ks about who's
(b) (6)
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going to be on what crew and that kind of stuff?

DEENESE B Yes. | just knew that | was day crew and when
(b) (6)
to show up.

DIEISE BN Do you have any idea why you were
(b) (6)
sel ected for day crew?

DIENSNE B Just a toss of the hat, | guess.
(b) (6)
DS I (O B I S . e e
(b) (6) (6),
SN I B . *))_ I S
() (7)
© DN . OO N § I .
(b) (6) () (7)
IS EEEEEEESEEE: Okay. But you're on day crew?
(b) (6)
Bl Yes.
(b) (6)
B Okay.
(b) (6)
(b) (3) (A) ] So you brought up NSNEN EEEE has
(b) (6) (b) (6)
D I I D (O P S D I e e
(6), (6),
I I * I D I D N

C)
I ---i-- N N N N |
(6)
I D B
%(7)—-1 W N D D DN BN B s
(b) (6) b
(0 B I B B D N BN .
(6).
6
W-_-_ . § B N N B B B
(7) (
_--—)- I N D D DS BN I A
(7)(©C)
__ﬁ H I D I D DS
(6),
(b) (7)

(©) 21
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DESNN BN DN (DN BN DS BN B . l_-_
(b) (7)(C) (6),

g—-—d%--—*

é'% l----_l___-l-

&-*—-——---&—---
y)--——-- --ﬁ-——

(
___-___I_--

h——--——_

P —_——
(b) (6) C

(NSNS BN Does he have -- does gmmgm have a
(b) (6) (A), (b)
qualification for that flight that you or anothe) WSSO doesn't have

that was inmportant for that flight?

B Not that would be inportant for the flight, no.
(b) (6)

DIEISE B $For the dash 2 FAM Tank, you woul d think
(b) (6)
you could have a pretty basic W SSO back there, correct?

EEENEN B Yes.
(b) (6)

DIEISE BN $He just needed to be night systens
(b) (6)
qualified, | guess.

IS B Yes.
(b) (6)

OIS B $ Are you night systens qualified?
(b) (6)

IS B Yes.
(b) (6)

OISO BN $ Are there other WSSO s that are night
(b) (6)
systens qualified that are on the day page?

22
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Yes.

DISTON .
(b) (6)

SIS B O<ay.
(b) (6)

Is there anything el se about the

m shap and the circunstances surrounding it that you'd |like share

with us, so you make it so that we could do a nore bal anced and
conplete report? Are there any other factors you want us to
consi der ?
DEENESE B Not that | can think of right now
(b) (6)
IS B  Anything on your mind that contributed to
(b) (6)
it? Fromyour perspective?
B Not that | can think of, really, for -- no.
(b) (6)
I O<ay.
(b) (6)
I N\othing, sir.
(b) (6)
DIEISE B Judge will swear you out.
(b) (6)
23
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MISHAP DEBRIS RECOVERED
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MISHAP RECOVERY LOCATIONS

Recovered Items

Q Persons Recovered

(JTRafts Recovered

éSurvival Equipment Recovered
(B Crew Gear Recovered

(P Aircraft Pieces Recovered
(,EOther Items Recovered




1 OTT@Insepug 1

MISHAP ITEMS RECOVERED

5X RAFTS

4X FIRST AID KITS

4X U/l AIRCRAFT PIECE

2X CHAIR CUSHION

2X WOODEN BLOCK

2X GREEN SEA DYE MARKER
2X TIRE

1X BAG W/ SURVIVAL GEAR
1X BAG EMPTY

1X F/A-18 NOSE (?)

1X SILVER CAN

1X GREEN CAN

1X PARACHUTE BAG

1X BACKPACK

1X EMERGENCY LIGHT

1X HELMET/HEADSET

1X PILOT HELMET

1X FLIGHT JACKET

1X MANUAL (NATOPS?)

1X TAG W/ STRING

1X FLAP PART

1X ORANGE ANTI-EXPOSURE SUIT
1X SILVER PACK

1X OXYGEN TANK

1X SEAT PART

1X KC-130 CHECKLIST

1X LIFE JACKET

1X SMALL TANK

1X CIRCULAR CYLINDER

1X ORANGE BUOY/BEACON
(SOFTBALL-SIZED)

1X ORANGE BAG WITH USA STENCIL
1X U/l HELMET (PILOT OR CREW?)
1X RAFT COVER

TAIL PART

MULTIPLE PROPELLER PIECES
FUSELAGE DEBRIS
POLYSTYRENE FOAM
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
Marine Fighter Attack Training Squadron 101
Marine Aircraft Group 11
3D Marine Aircraft Wing, MARFORPAC
PO Box 452028
MCAS Miramar San Diego, California 92145

MASTER COPY

COMMAND REP: CO/XO/OPSO Flight Schedule For As Of COB: 26 November 2018 F/A-18 T-34C
Wednesday, 28 November 2018 FY Hrs Proj: 9500.0 1,200.0
Julian Date: FY Hrs Cum: 1207.3 137.6
8332 Mon Hrs Proj: 658.7 100.0
Airfield Hours: Mon Hrs Cum: 461.5 56.8
0730-0000 Mon Sorts Proj: 609 50
Sunrise/Sunset: Mon Sorts Cum: 412 38
0631/1642 Mon Xs Proj: 279 0
Moonrise / Moonset / EENT: Mon Xs Cum: 264 0
2240/ 1137 /1739 Daily Sorts/Hours: 27/29.8 3/6.5
Daily RAC/IUT Xs: 171 0/0
Daily Sim Xs: 17/0 0/0
(b) (Ajalb)
EVENT C{I&)dﬁ h\,CInc BRF ETD ETR AlC Aircrew Mission TMR AREA Start End ORD Notes Tac Freq Pri A/C Flow
6000 SHUTR-0]_..T-01R/03 0845 1045 1200 F/A-18D B FFRM3001W  1A1 W-291 P3/4 1100 1200 NONE 19 (236.450) 3 HP/HS
SHUTR-0 ) F/A-18C/D SUPT 2L0 NONE HP/HS
6001 SHUTR-03 A-07/22 0845 1045 1200 F/A-18C/D FSTKI 402 1A7 R-2507 N/S 1100 1200 DDR 1,2 18 (249.950) 3 HP/HS
SHUTR-04 F/A-18C/D SUPT 2L0 DDR HP/HS
6002 SHUTR-05 A-07/22 0845 1045 1200 F/A-18DG [ FSTK 108 1A7 R-2507 N/S 1100 1200 GVR 2 17 (266.675) 2 HP/HS
6003 SHUTR-06 A-07/22 0845 1045 1200 F/A-18DG I FSTK 108 1A7 R-2507 N/S 1100 1200 GVR 2 17 (266.675) 1
6004 SHUTR-07 T-01R/03 0900 1100 1200 F/A-18C/D SUPT 2L0 W-291 P1/2 1100 1200 ABLLR 16 (322.250) 1 HP/HS
SHUTR-08 F/A-18C/D . FBFM 108 1A6 ABLLR HP/HS
6005 SHUTR-09 A-04/18 1045 1245 1400 F/A-18C/D STKW/U 1A7 R-2301 CW/H/L/D 1300 1400 DR 236 19(236.450) 2
6006 SHUTR-10 A-04/18 1045 1245 1400 F/A-18C/D STKW/U 1A7 R-2301 CW/H/L/D 1300 1400 DR 236 19(236.450) 2
6007 SHUTR-11 A-04/18 1045 1245 1400 F/A-18C/D STKW/U 1A7 R-2301 CW/H/L/D 1300 1400 DR 236 19(236.450) 2
6008 SHUTR-12 T-01M/03 0745 1245 1345 F/A-18D | FAM W/U 1A1 W-291 NAOPA NONE 3
6009 SHUTR-13 T-01R/03 1100 1300 1400 F/A-18D ] FBFM 110W 1A6 W-291 P1/2 1300 1400 ABLR 18 (249.950) 1
SHUTR-14 F/A-18C/D FBFM 110 1A6 ABLR
SHUTR-15 F/A-18C/D$ RED AIR 2K4 ABLR
6010 SHUTR-16 A-04/18 1445 1645 1800 F/A-18DG . FSTK 107 1A7 R-2301 CW 1700 1800 GHR 4 2 HP/HS
6011  SHUTR-17 S-02A/B_ 1500 1700 1800 F/A-18C/D FCLP 1A1 KNJK XR 1 HP/HS
6012 SHUTR-18 S-02A/B 1500 1700 1800 F/A-18C/D FCLP 1A1 KNJK XR 1 HP/HS
6013 SHUTR-19 S-02A/B 1500 1700 1800 F/A-18C/D FCLP 1A1 KNJK XR 1 HP/HS
6014 SHUTR-20 S-02A/B 1500 1700 1800 F/A-18C/D FCLP 1A1 KNJK XR 1
6015 SHUTR-21 A-03/17 1530 1730 1845 F/A-18C/D SUPT 2L0 R-2510 1800 1830 FR 19 (236.450) 2
SHUTR-22 F/A-18DT# [ FSTK 109 1A7 FR
SHUTR-23 F/A-18DT# | FSTK 109 1A7 FR
6016 SHUTR-24 S-02A/B 1500 1830 1930 F/A-18C/D FCLP 1A1 KNJK XR 1
6017 SHUTR-25 S-02A/B 1500 1830 1930 F/A-18C/D FCLP 1A1 KNJK XR 1
fP118 SHUTR-26 T-01R/03 1645 1845 2000 F/A-18D# ] FNVD 104W 1A1 W-291 MISR1-E 1845 2015 NONE 18 (249.950) 2
‘:Q': SHUTR-27 F/A-18DT# | | FNVD 104 1A1 NONE
Q ** MSN COMMANRER ' * FORMATION LEADER + INSTRUCTOR/PIC G LPOD CONFIGURED AIRCRAFT
g #NATK AIRCRAFT TY —STICK JET REQUIRED $ ADVERSARY PAINT SCHEME M MIDS CONFIGURED AIRCRAFT
@ %)
- &7 T-34C SCHEDULE
EYENT _Callsign  Cinc BRF ETD ETR AIC Aircrew Mission TMR AREA Start End Notes
5019 SHUTR-91 S-01/A/B__ 1200 1215 1415 T-34C LOW SAFE 1A1  R-2301 CW 1300 1400
6020 SHUTR-92 S-01/A/B__ 1300 1330 1500 T-34C . PRO-A 1A1
6021 SHUTR-93 S-01/A/B_ 1545 1615 2000 T-34C [ LSO FERRY 1A1  KNJK 5
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General Notes: Tac Notes: Ordnance:
This flight schedule constitutes official orders. 1. SAVE 6X-MK76 FOR FOLLOW ON EVENT. A-CATM-9
ODO cancel unused ranges, post weather and NOTAMs. 2. INSTRUCTORS DECONFLICT AIRSPACE. B-TCTS POD
RACSs report incomplete events to schedules ASAP. 3. LOWSAFE PROVIDED BY EVENT 6019. D-6 x MK76
ODO coordinate back-up A/C and pass to flight lead prior to walk. 4. 15K AND BELOW ONLY FOR CACTUS WEST AREA. F-6 x MK76 (NIGHT)
Simulator changes after schedule distribution require a phone call tom. 5. OUT AND IN APPROVED. G-LPOD
Simulator Cl Usage 26.5 Hours. ’ 6. CHARLES BRIEF EXECUTION AND DECONFLICTION PLAN. H-2 x LGTR
Flight Schedule written for 5C and 4D F/A-18 aircraft. L-10 CHAFF / 20 FLARE
All aircrew shall log individual SHARP entries. R-REQUIRED
V-SIM JDAM
X- FULL INTERNAL FUEL
SIM Brief  Start End Mission Aircrew Console Comments

AFT 1(C/D) 0700 0800 1100 STKW/U 18-6 cl

AFT 2(C/D) STKW/U 18-6

AFT 3(C) 0700 0800 1100  SAWI 106 Cl PIAB

AFT 4(C) 0730 0800 1000 NATOPS/INST CHECK VMFA - 232

AFT 5(C) 0700 0800 0900 SFAM 114

AFT 6(C) 0700 0800 1100  SAWI 102 S TR PIAB

AFT 5(C) 0900 1000 1100  SFWT 3001 )y M)

AFT 1(C/D) 1000 1100 1330 SCQL 106 PIAB

AFT 2(C/D) 1000 1100 1330  SCQL 106 PIAB,

AFT 3(C) 1100 1300 ! VMFA - 23

AFT 4(C) (8) (6) (b; %6)

AFT 5(C) (A),

AFT 6(C) PN

AFT 3(C) 1200 1300 1530  SAWI 103 ¢f) PIAB

AFT 4(C) 1200 1300 1530  SAWI 103 ®) PIAB

AFT 5(C 1300 1500 VMFA - 323

AFT 6Ec§ (A), (b)

AFT 1(C/D) 1230 1330 1600  SAWI 102W

AFT 2(C/D) 1230 1330 1430  SNVD 103 (b) (3) (A). | Cather observe for ANVDI 402

AFT 2(C/D) 1330 1400 1500  NATOPS CK () )
ACADEMICS: () Ei))
0800-0900: AFAM 116 - SOP Lecture - Shooters Court - 19-2 - (A), '
0900-1000: AFAM 142 - CRS Rules - Shooters Court - 19-2 - (b)
1000-1045: ACQL 107 - Bingo / Divert Fields - Shooters Cou (6)

1200-1500: AFAM 109 - SYS Review 1 - Classroom 1 - 19-2-( %\
1430-1530: RPRB - CO’s Conference Room

1500-1630: AFAM 112 - Flight Control 1 - Class 1 -’2(— b (A)

L
GROUND EVENTS: (Rg ) (b)
0630-0700: Maintenance Meeting - Maintenance Control - All e)quired(e)
0700-0730: FOD Walk - Flight Line - 19-2

0720-0820: 19-2 Check in with Powerline Rep in Powerline for TFOA inspections.

0730-0745: Ops Maintenance Meeting - Schedules Office -

0800-1000: Key West Det Meeting - VMFA-314 Ops Office ﬁ: ! ! !
0900-1000: Phase Meeting - AMO Conference Room - All Required’-

0900-1000: CDI Training - Shooters Court (b) (6)

1000-1130: MAG Ops Meeting - MAG Ops Office 3)
1500-1600: Remedial Physical Training - Main Gyrn -’All Required Pe, N
BP0-1600: Navy Career Training - Shooter’s Cour(3)3-6 and Above -
15-1615: CDI Training - Shooters Court A?
0-1630: Maintenance Meeting - Maintenance (g)rbl - All Require,

nel / Open to Everyone - S-3

00-0000: CDI Training - QA ( )
6

ave: ©)
FAD: e
= (3)

ESTIQNS OF THE DAY
EMERG B ¥:  SINGLE ENGINE FAILURE IN LANDING CONFIGURATION?
NATOPS: WHAT ARE 3 INDICATIONS OF A PLANING LINK FAILURE?

SOP: (6) MAX # OF AIRCRAFT ON RUNWAY FOR TAKEOFF?
T-34C: REAR COCKPIT ON FIRE?
THREAT: SA-15?
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(A), (b)
(6)

Wednesday, 28 November 2018

S/

S
(b) (6)

IS/

IS/

coMM OPFICER
(A), (b)
(6)
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

MARINE FIGHTER ATTACK SQUADRON 232
MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP 11
3RD MARINE AIRCRAFT WING, MARFORPAC
PO BOX 452055
SAN DIEGO, CA 92145

FLIGHT SCHEDULE FOR

Wednesday 28-November-2018

Julian Date: 8332 SDo oDo 0930 1400 TYPEACFT  F/A-18C
Sunrise 0631 DNCO 0oDo: 1400 1700 ASOFLPOD 21 NOV 2018
Sunset 1642 aevNCO ' oDo 1700 LPOD ) DAILY SORTIES/HOURS SCHED ~ 12/20.7
Moonrise 2240 PRO PILOT PROJECTED = ELOWN
Moonset 1137 g MONTHLY SORTIES/HRS 132 /208.0 7611106
t
QUARTERLY SORTIESHRS ~ 432/ 629.4 2421 403.7
EENT 1740 gy (b FY SORTIESHRS 1780/2800.0  242/403.7
% L.l 72.0% 6
Airfield Hours 0730-0000
THIS FLIGHT SCHEDULE CONSTITUTES OFFICIAL ORDERS FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
EVT cis PREP ETD ETA DEP  ARR PILOT TR CODES FPC  FLIGHT PLAN AREAITOS FUEL TAC ORD FLE NOTES
11 DEVILTA 0900 1200 1330 KNKX  KNKX  * 31043105  1A7  A01/16 KANE E /S HPHS 17 ABCGH MED 1
12 DEVIL72 @ m 3104,3105 1215-1330 ABCGH
21 DEVIL 81 0900 1200 1330 KNKX  KNKX % 2102 1A1 T-01M/03 P6/7 HPHS 18 BCIJ Lo 2
1230-1330
31  DEVIL82 0900 1200 1330 KNKX  KNKX 2102 1A1 T-01M/03 P6/7 HPHS 18 BCIJ Lo 2
1230-1330
41 DEVILT1 1130 1430 1600 KNKX  KNKX  * 31043105  1A7  A01/16 KANEE/S T 17 ABCGH MED 1
42 DEVILT2 g 3104,3105 1445-1600 ABCGH
51  DEVIL81 1130 1430 1545 KNKX  KNKX  * 2501 1A6  T-01R/03 P12 T 18 ABCIJ HI 4
52  DEVIL82 g 2502 1430-1530 ABCIJ
61  DEVIL71 1545 1845 2030 KNKX  KNKX  * 3106 1A7  T-01M/03 SHOBA P 9/13 T 17 ABCFFIJ MED 35
62  DEVIL72 g 3106 1800-2130 ABCFFIJ
741 DEVIL81 1600 1900 2015 KNKX  KNKX @ 24055702 1A7  A03/17 R-2510 T 18 ABCDE MED 5
72  DEVIL82 * 2405 1915-2015 ABCDE
+sEéToNPEAD ** DIVISION LEAD @EVALUATED +MISSION COMMANDER
SIMULATOR PREP ETD ETA PILOT (©) CONSOLE TR CODES NOTES
AFT-4 0630 0800 1000 6101,6102,6801,6802,6803
AFT3 0930 1100 1300 @ 6303
AFT-4 ) 2309
AFT-5 1030 1100 1300 (6), (b) 2101, 27C GPS TRAINING
AFT6 1130 1200 1300 " (6) 2101, 27C GPS TRAINING
£ A ! VAPQY
{6y, o)
FLIGHT NOTES (6) NOTES ORDNANCE
1.  REFERENCE 1ST MRB SPINS. 1. 0700 MAINTENANCE MEETING. A. LPOD
2. PILOTS DECONFLICT AIRSPACE. EXECUTE RNAV APPROACHES. 2. 0730 FOD WALK. B. DOUBLE BUBBLE
3. STEEL KNIGHT FRAG #28-53. 3. 1000 MAG OPSO'S MEETING FOR MAJ MACHNIAK IN THE MARION CARL C. CATM-OX
4. MURDERBOARD AT PREP TIME. CONFERENCE ROOM. D. 250 x 20mm
5. IF AVAILABLE, SPARE AIRCRAFT REQUESTED WITH ABCDEF 41030 TABLET CLASS FOR ppumpsmmmee "/ W N E. 6xMK-76
m THE MPC. F. 2xLGTR
5 Qob 5. 1630 MAINTENANCE MEETING. G. SIM GBU-12
O NATOPS  CANOPY CAUTION INFLIGHT? H. SIM JDAM
O SOP LOST SIGHT IMC PROCEDURES? I 30C
(B TACTICAL  COORDINATE GENERATION RULE OF THUMB? J. 30F
<
@D
'—\
'—\
w

OPERATIONS OFFICER

COMMANDING OFFICER

MAINTENANCE OFFICER



Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 314
Marine Aircraft Group 11, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing

P.O. Box 452041

MCAS Miramar, San Diego, CA 92145-2041

Wednesday, November 28, 2018

Actual . Environmental Data
Hours Projected _As of 0800 27 Nov Julian: 8331 Sunrise / Sunset: 0631 / 1642
Weekly: 31.2 0.0 Moonrise / Moonset: 2240 / 1137
Monthly: 135.2 123.1 Airfield Hours EENT / lllum: 1740 / 72%
Quarterly: 436.8 318.9 KNKX: 0730-0000 PST (2-8) LLL Period: 1753-2313
Fiscal Year: 1312.8 318.9
Today: 8/11.6
Actual ODO
Sorties Projected As of 0800 27 Nov Quiet Hours 0915-1200
Monthly: 82 98 1200-LPOD VMF /8)
u (A),
uties
550 PMCF (b) (6)
ASDO: AM/PM F
DNCO:
ADNCO: (3)
r THIS FLIGHT SCHEDULE CONSTITUTES OFFICIAL ORDERS (A)
Brief 3 ) 'j(tE}/ ’
T/O b Route Flt §e£ 6)
Evt  Land Callsign oy FPC _ Mission T&R Ranges Fuel Ordnance MSN #
1-1 0915 KNITE 31 @ W 1A7 CAS 3104,3105 A-1/A-16 HP/HS A*B*EN*0*Q* 19
12 1115 32 * w 3104,3105 KANEE/ABLES EVT3 A%,B*E,N*,0"Q* 1
’
1245 £AN /b\ (1130-1230)
2-1 0930 KNITE 41 * / 1A7 AS 6103,2304 P-27A/B HP/HS A*,BEM*Q* 18
22 1130 42 2304 VR-1266 EVT 4 A%BEM*Q*
1245 AN /I (1130-1230)
15) *B*E O~
31 1120  KNITE 31 * 1A6 AA 6103,2509 T-01R/T-03 T A*,B*E,Q 19
3-2 1330 32 @ 2509 W-291 P-6/7 A*B*EQ* 2,3
’
1500 5 (1330-1500)
41 1120 KNITE 41 * 2K4 RED 6103 T-01R/T-03 T A*B,EQ* 3
4-2 1330 42 W-291 P-6/7 A*B,EQ*
)
1500 AN \ (1330-1500)
Legend: *Section Leader ** Division Lea{te¥ '+ Mission Commander @ Evaluated Sortie T = Truck Fuel HP = Hot Pits HS = Hot Seat
Flight Notes: (©) General Notes:
1. FSTK 3010. Co-use Able S with VMFAT-101. 1. This flight schedule requires a (4) jet flow.
2. FFWT 3004. 2. All times are Local (Z-8) unless otherwise indicated.
3. Evt 4 provide Red Air for Evt 3. 3. Unless otherwise indicated, all flights originate from and land at KNKX.
Ordnance Notes: Tactical Frequencies:
A: CATM-9X E: TCTSPOD I MK-82 Inert M:  Sim MK-82 Q:  Ext Wing Tanks CH 20 283.300 (Base)
B: LPOD F:  CATM-120 J: MK-83 Inert N:  Sim GBU-12 R:  Cntr Line Tank Tac19 339.700 (HQ 9)
C: 30xChaff G:  GBU-12 Inert K: GBU-38Inert O: Sim GBU-54 S:  No Ext Tanks Tac18 268.875 (HQ 8)
D: 30xFlare H: GBU-16 Inert L: LGTR P: 250x20mm * Required Tac 17 271.575 (HQ 7)
Simulators:
Time (Brief) Simulator Event Pilot Monitor
No Simulators Scheduled
Meetings & Academic Events:
Time Location Description Personnel
0700-0730 Flight Line FOD Walk All Available
0730-0745 Maintenance Control Maintenance Meeting All Required
1000-1100 Bob Hope Theatre Corporals Course Graduation All Interested
1000-1100 Marion Carl Conference Room  MAG-11 Operations Meeting Maj Andrews
1100-1300 S-3 BCP/RCP All Required, All Interested
1500-1530 CO’s Office EAS Interview LtCol Hinton, Sgt Cabral
1600-1615 Maintenance Control Maintenance Meeting All Required
1700-1730 CO’s Conference Room STAN Board All IP’s, Capt Heiser
Questions of the Day: Officer Leave / TAD:
NATOPS QOD: What restraints are released if the Manual Override Handle is actuated on the ground or in the air prior to ejection? [ ]
TACTICAL QOD: What three problems must be solved by the shooter during a gun shot?
EP QOD: OBOGS DEGD caution in flight?
THREAT QOD: SA-11

ommanding

@
G
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
UNIT 37101

FPO AP 96373-7101
IN REPLY REFER T

5830
SJA

05 FEB 2019

To:  Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing

Subj: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION ICO 6 DECEMBER 2018 MID-AIR COLLISION
MISHAP COMMAND INVESTIGATION

Ref:  (a) IO Appointment Letter 5830/CG dated 10 Dec 18

1. 1 request an extension of time for completing the command investigation for which I have
been appointed by the reference. I request a new submission date of 30 April 2019.

2. The reason for this request is to allow the transcription service provider to complete
transcriptions for the interviews, and we are currently pending additional toxicology reports for
the aircrew involved in the mishap.

Copy to:
SJA, Ist MAW
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
UNIT 37101

FPO AP 96373-7101
IN REPLY REFER TO:

5830
CG

05 FEB 2019

From: Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing

Subj: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION ICO 6 DECEMBER 2018 MID-AIR COLLISION
MISHAP COMMAND INVESTIGATION

1. Returned. Your request for an extension is granted. Your investigation is now due 30 April

2019
» %‘M}
T.D. WEIDLEY
Copy to:
SJA, 1st MAW
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
18T MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
UNIT 37101
FPO AP 96373-7101

IN REPLY REFER TO:

5830
10

I0FEE 201

Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing

COMMAND INVESTIGATION AND LINE OF DUTY DETERMINATIONS IN THE

7557 USMQG

Ref: (a) JAGINST 5800.7F (JAGMAN) (b

1. Inaccordance to the reference, the Command Investiggaon of the aviation mishap that
occurred on 6 December 2018 off the coast of Japan is ongoing.

2. Asthe Investigating Officer, this letter records my line of duty recommendations conducted

in accordance with Chapter 11 of the reference concerning the deaths o
M
USMC, 6276 USMC

XS > 7 USMC, and Corporal William C. Ross (NS G276 USMC.

3. At approximately 0150 on 6 December 2018, a VMGR-152 KC-130] aircraft with Bureau
Number 167981 and using call sign SUMO41, was struck by another aircraft during a mission
and crashed into the ocean off the coast of Japan.

and
William C. Ross were onboard the KC-130J. The flight originated at Marine Corps
Iwakuni, Japan. The destination was Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

4.T
wCorporai Daniel E. Baker, and died in the line of duty while
.

((5 rming their assigned military duties and not due to their own misconduct.

Copy to:
SJA, 1st MAW
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
18T MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
UNIT 37101
FPO AP 56373-7101

INREPLY REFER TO:

5830
CG

25 FEE 2619

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Col Schoolfield ltr 5830/10 of 28 Feb 19

From: Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
To:  Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, Manpower and Reserve Affairs (MMSR-6)
h

AND LINEOFD ONS IN THE

7557

Subj: COMMAND 1N
DEATHS O
M 7557 USMC,

6276 USMC

6276 USMC, AND 6276

USMC

1. Readdressed and forwarded.

> RS ;57 Us)iC

IS /557 USMC

USMC died in the line of duty while performing their assigned military duties and not due to
their own misconduct.

3. On behalf of the Marines and Sailors of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, [ wish to express m

M condolences to the families, friends. and loved ones o

CISIGICICNN - QICHOIOICINN

Copy to:
SJA, Ist MAW
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OPNAVINST 3500.38C/MCO 3500.26B/USCG COMDTINST M3500.1C
MCTL 2.0 -1 JAN 2019

Marine Corps Task List
(MCTL - 2.0)
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OPNAVINST 3500.38C/MCO 3500.26B/USCG COMDTINST M3500.1C
MCTL 2.0 -1 JAN 2019

the airlift of personnel, supplies and equipment into or within the battle area by helicopter, tiltrotor
or fixed-wing aircraft. (JP 3-0, 4-0, MCWP 3-2, MAWTS-1)

Ml Number Of MOS qualified and deployable aircrew available.

M2 Percent Of T/O personnel MOS qualified and deployable.

M3 Number Of aircraft ready and available.

M4 Percent Of Full Mission Capable (FMC) aircraft of PAA.

MS5 Number Of sorties daily sustained during contingency/combat operations.

M6 Number Of J Model sorties daily sustained during contingency/combat operations.
M7 Number Of F/R/T sorties daily sustained during contingency/combat operations.
M8 Percent Squadron pilots External Lift qualified.

M9 Percent Of Transport Assault Support Requests executed.

M10 | Hours Flight hours devoted to Transport Assault Support.

MCT 1.3.4.1.1 Conduct Airborne Rapid Insertion/Extraction

Airborne rapid insertion/extraction is the planned insertion/movement of forces conducted rapidly
followed by a planned and rapid withdrawal. Helicopter Rope Suspension Techniques (HRST)
provides Marines with the ability to conduct insertions and extractions where landings are
impractical. Airborne rapid insertion/extraction includes methods such as rappelling, fast rope,
special patrol insertion and extractions, etc. (MCWP 3-2, 3-11.4, 3-24, MCRP 3-11.4A)

M1 Number Of MOS qualified and deployable aircrew available.

M2 Percent Of T/O personnel MOS qualified and deployable.

M3 Number Of aircraft ready and available.

M4 Percent Of Full Mission Capable (FMC) aircraft of PAA.

M5 Number Of sorties daily sustained during contingency/combat operations.
M6 Percent Squadron pilots HIE qualified.

M7 Time To provide insertion operation.

MS Time To provide extraction operation.

M9 Casualties To friendly forces due to enemy action during I/E operations.
M10 | Percent Squadron pilots SPIE qualified.

MIl11 Casualties To friendly forces due to enemy action during SPIE operations.

MCT 1.3.4.1.2 Provide Operational Airlift Support

To plan, coordinate and provide Operational Airlift Support (OAS) missions via Service and Joint
channels, including HQMC (ASM), Joint Operational Support Airlift Center (JOSAC), CO MCAS
Futenma (WESTPAC), or Marine Corps component commands. (JP 1-0, 3-0, 3-30, MCWP 3-2,
3-27)

M1 Percent Of assigned missions that were successfully completed.
M2 Percent Of flight hours ISO JOSAC missions.
M3 Hours Flown ISO of assigned missions.

MCT 1.3.4.1.3 Provide Aerial Search and Rescue (SAR) Services

Provide aerial Search and Rescue (SAR) services to tactical fixed wing aircraft or as requested by
adjacent commands or the local community. (JP 1-0, 3-0, 3-30, 3-50.2, 3-50.21, MCWP 2-6, 3-
2,3-11.4, 3-24, 3-25.4, NDP 1, 6, NWP 3-50.1 Rev A, NTA 6.2, OPNAVINST 3130.6D)

[ M1 [ Number | SAR missions conducted.
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M2 Number SAR missions conducted in support of civilian community.

M3 Hours Flown ISO of SAR missions.

MCT 1.3.4.2 Conduct Air Refueling

Aerial refueling allows MAGTF aircraft, both fixed- and rotary-wing, to conduct Tactical and
Force extension operations, extend time on station, and extend mission range. The Marine Aerial
Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR) has the primary task to provide the tactical aerial refueling
service to Marine aviation units. (JP 3-0, 3-04, 4-0, 4-01, 4-03, MCWP 3-2, NDP 1, 4, NWP 3-
01.10, 3-22.5 Series, 3-56.1, 4-01, 4-08)

M1 Number Of MOS qualified and deployable aircrew available.

M2 Percent Of T/O personnel MOS qualified and deployable.

M3 Number Of aircraft ready and available.

M4 Percent Of Full Mission Capable (FMC) aircraft.

M5 Number Of sorties daily sustained during contingency/combat operations.
M6 Number Of J Model sorties daily sustained during contingency/combat operations.
M7 Number Of F/R/T sorties daily sustained during contingency/combat operations.
M8 Lbs. Of fuel transferred.

M9 Percent Of lift available.

M10 | Number Of aircraft available to refuel.

Ml11 Number Of aircraft that could not refuel.

M12 | Time On/Off station.

M13 | Percent Of maximum capacity experienced.

M14 | Percent Of fuel available versus requirements.

M15 Percent Of needed fuel transferred.

M16 | Time To complete the evolution.

M17 | Seconds Until plugged and receiving.

M18 Seconds From tanker “cleared-in” call until ready to receive fuel.

M19 [ Lb(s). Of fuel available in the air.

M20 | Seconds From tanker “cleared in” call until ready to fuel.

M21 Minutes To conduct helo on-deck refueling.

M22 | Minutes To conduct helo in-flight refueling (HIFR).

M23 | Percent Of aircraft plugged on first approach to basket.

M24 | Percent Of fuel required available from organic air refueling assets.

M25 | Minutes Delay in mission due to inadequate number of air refueling assets.
M26 | Percent Of pilots in Air Wing current and proficient in day/night tanking.
M27 | Percent Squadron pilots AR qualified.

MCT 1.3.4.2.1 Provide Aviation-Delivered Ground Refueling

Rapid ground refueling (RGR) is a method of providing fuel to aircraft and tactical ground vehicles
(TGV) utilizing KC-130 and CH-53 aircraft in austere locations, where no other source of fuel is
readily available. This method of refueling permits operation of fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft
and TGV without the requirement to commit the significant logistical assets necessary to operate
helicopter expeditionary refueling systems (HERS), or tactical airfield fuel dispensing systems
(TAFDS). RGR can also quickly resupply established forward-arming and refueling (FARP) sites
and forward-operating bases (FOB). The capability of the KC-130/CH-53 to operate as a tactical
ground refueler enhances MAGTF operations. (ANTTP 3-22.3-KC-130)

MI Percent Of T/O personnel MOS qualified and deployable.

M2 Percent Of Full Mission Capable (FMC) aircraft of PAA.
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[II Marine Expeditionary Force

Communication Strategy & Operations Office

FORWARD FAITHFUL FOCUSED
A& B Bl
Phone: (DSN) 622-6008 Website: [II. MEF.Marines.mil
(Comm) (098) 954-6008
(Mobile) (090) 6861-4545 Social Media: facebook.com/iiimef

twitter.com/iiimef
Email: IIMEFMEDIA @usmc.mil

Media Release #: 18-004
Date: December 11, 2018

Marine Corps declares remaining Marines involved in F/A-18 and KC-130 aviation mishap
deceased; search and rescue operations concluded

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP BUTLER, Okinawa, Japan — The Marine Corps has pronounced the five
remaining Marines involved in the F/A-18 and KC-130 aviation mishap deceased. The change in status comes at
the conclusion of search and rescue operations.

The next-of-kin for the five deceased Marines have been notified.

“Every possible effort was made to recover our crew and I hope the families of these selfless Americans will find
comfort in the incredible efforts made by US, Japanese, and Australian forces during the search,” stated U.S.
Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Eric Smith, commanding general, III Marine Expeditionary Force.

Our most valued asset is the individual Marine. We remain faithful to our Marines and their families as we support
them through this difficult time. We ask for members of the public to please respect the family and allow them
privacy.

The KC-130 Hercules was assigned to Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152 (VMGR-152, call sign
“Sumo”), 1st Marine Aircraft Wing.

"All of us in the Sumo family are extremely saddened following the announcement of the conclusion of search and
rescue operations," said U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Mitchell T. Maury, commanding officer of VMGR-152. "We
know this difficult decision was made after all resources were exhausted in the vigorous search for our Marines.
Our thoughts are heavy and our prayers are with all family and friends of all five aircrew."

The F/A-18 Hornet involved was assigned to Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 242 (VMFA-242). The
aircraft were conducting regularly-scheduled training. It is not confirmed that aerial refueling was ongoing when
the mishap occurred.

The Marine Corps rigorously investigates all aviation mishaps to identify the causes, learn from them, and mitigate
future incidents.

The circumstances of the mishap are currently under investigation. There is no additional information available at
this time. The identities of the Marines will be provided 24 hours after next of kin have been notified. Media can
contact III Marine Expeditionary Force public affairs at IIMEFMEDIA @usmc.mil.
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DIEIDEOION: 'cday is the 26th of March, it's 2019.
v N ©r <esioed oy [
B ¢ o' interviewing ISNGNENGEE ©ron

VMFA-242. Time now 1s approximately noon.

DISIOHOIONN 2 vou please state your full name for

the record, spelling your last name.

RDIEIDIOIOE: ov vould you like me to refer to you
through this interview?

DISICNOIONS - [DISEONONGNN - ficc, <t

RISINICICHIN M, what is your Military
Occupational Specialty? @f

O

DEIIDIONE: ''hcot is a 75257

RDIDIDEDIONN: c's @ weapons systems officer.

DEISIDIOE: o the F-187

RDIDIDHOIONN : correct.

RDIEINIDION: o vou're basically an F-18
backseater?

DISISHOIONN : cCorrect.

DEIDIOION: cool. Tell me about your experience,
hours, qualifications, and deployments as a 7525.

DIDIDNOIONN: cure. I've been in the operational forces
since 2011 to the present. I have about 960 hours in the

aircraft. Qualifications: LAT, ACM, and night systems. And
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then for designations: Section lead and night systems

instructor. |G
oo ... |
oe0e»~ |
(0) 6). 0) 3) (A) |

DEICHDION: Ckay- What was your billet in the
squadron during the mishap, December 18th?

DIDIOHDIONN: - vas an aviation safety officer.

DEINIDIOE: 250 And you attended the Naval
Aviation Safety Officer Course in Pensacola, Florida?

_: Yes, sir.

DEINIDIOE: 'hen did you do that?

DISIOHOIONN: ¢ would have been October and early
November of 2016.

DEIOIDION : ©- 20162 How long is that course?

RDIDIDHOIONN: 'hc 2SO course is five weeks. I stayed an
extra week to do the Crew Resource Management Instructor Course.

DIEIDEDIOE: o vou're an ASO and a CRMI?

RDIDIDHOIONN : correct.

P R

DISIOHDIONN: But I am not a NATOPSI.

DEINIDIOE: ©kay. What is it -- what is -- did
you know the mishap crew?

_: I did, sir.

RDIEIDIODION: Ckav. Any personal knowledge of the

crew you'd like to share?
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_: Unfortunately, because of the AMB I cannot
50 into any opinions on it. EENENCICE

DIEIDEOIOE o = first tour pilot. Prior to the

mishap, he had an incident where he took a precautionary
arrestant on the overrun arresting gear. That incident was
addressed by the Co, the DOS, the training officer, and the OPSO.

Handled in that manner and then SISESICIOI c:vc 2 debrief

to the ready room.

DEINIDION: /s vour -- what was your personal

participation in the mishap flight events or planning?

DIDIDEOIONN: Did not have any, sir.
DEINIDION: Okay. We might circle back to that.
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Any personal observations on the mishap flight events
or planning?

_: No, sir. We were on different crews. I was

day crew, they were night.

DIEISHDION : C<av- So three crews. So you were on
the early crew, if you will?

RDIDIOHOIONN : correct.

DEISHDION: C<av- And what was your approximate

report time for the early crew? Like 0500, 0600, something like
that?

DIDIDEOIONN: | vont to say it was probably around zero --

between 0600 and 0630, probably. It might have been earlier.

DIEICHODION : Ckay- What was your personal
participation in the mishap scheduling process at the squadroning
MAC?

DIDIDHOIONN: co the scizzo's will work ahead on schedules
that they know are coming up. So I had looked at the planned
schedule for the mishap day, either a day or two prior. So the
plan at that time was for the mishap flight to go to the seaside
atca and do simulated casts. I was unaware of the last minute
schedule change until after the schedule had been routed and
signed. So I did not see the final version of the schedule where
the change occurred.

DEINIDIOE: - e ask a clarifying question
there. $So last minute schedule change, do you mean change to

airspace? Because you said seasite atca, and the mishap was in
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the Iteras South. So I went from an over land piece of airspace,

to an offshore airspace, correct?

_: Yes, right. Correct.

RDIEIDEDION: . d vou never saw that as part of the
change process, if you will?

_: No, sir, I did not.

DEINIDION: Okav. And you say last minute change.

It was before a commanding officer's signature, so that would be
1500, 1400, what time of day do you think that change occurred?

DIDIDHOIONN: | don't know exactly. I just know that T
had been doing mission planning, and when I came out there was a
note on the ODO board that stated aircrew couldn't start their
engines prior to 0100 local. And I learned from the ODO at that
time that they were planning to go to the Iteras South.

DIEIOHDION: C<av- And when you say 0100, you mean
0001 after midnight, not after 1 a.m.?

_: Correct, after midnight.

DIEIONOION - O -

RDIDIDNOIONN: co that was my first indication that there

was a schedule change --

DIEISHOIONE : Gut vou say schedule change, but the

published flight schedule reflected the Iteras South.

ENSEONONN :  Co::ect.
RDIEIDIOION: | vould consider a schedule change to

be a pen change after publication, but --

_: Right. I understand, I'm being unclear
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there. So what I'm referring to is the schedule that I had
already looked at prior to that, and sometime that afternoon
while I was debriefing from the previous flight and then in
mission planning for the next day, there was a change that I
became aware of after the schedule was already in front of the CO
for his signature.

DEINIDION: | understand. I got it.

Okay. Did you have any personal observations on the

days before the mishap regarding aircrew wellness?

_: I didn't see them at all, sir, due to the

misaligned --

DIEIDIOIOE: D d vou have any personal observations

of the mishap aircrew's professionalism, skill, or judgment?

Aeronautical.

DIDIOHOIONN: csi-/ I'm unable to go into anything on that

due to the A and B constraints because that would be an area of

opinion.
DIEIDIDIOE: 0o vou have any -- your personal
understandings -- what is your personal understanding of the

go/no go pill authorization, and how, and why you know that to be
true?
RDIDIDHOIONN: co the CO stated in an AOM that the CG had
not approved go/no go pills for the exercise or for the MAG-ULT.
DIEINIDION: Okav. And you know that to be true
because you heard the CO say it, BISISHGIONNNENEEENEEEEE
RDIDIDHOIONN : correct.
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DIEICHOION: "o can change the flight schedule at
2427

_: Per the admin SOP, it's the CO or XO.

EISICONOIONN O+

DISIOHOIONN: 'hc 2dmin SOP does not state what a --

constitutes a schedule change. It just talks about schedule
changes, but it does not give examples of schedule changes.

DIEICHDIONE: o vour inference there might be that
adding a tanker code may not constitute a change in some peoples
mind?

DIDIDEOIONN : Vot necessarily. All I'm referring to there
from my perspective from reading of reading that, it appears that
the admin SOP was written to give the local commander some
broader authority to determine what constitutes schedule changes.
Unfortunately, there is no clarifying documentation within the
admin SOP on that, but it does clearly state CO or XO.

_: As the ASO, what would you consider a

schedule change?

_: Times, aircrew, mission sets. So the F-18

has 12 mets, casts, FATGAY, Scar AR, Seed. Things along those
lines, those are what -- when I think of mission sets, those are

what I think of. So big ticket type changes to the schedule.

DIEIOHDION : Ckay- Does -- can you define a risk

or hazard in the risk management process?

_: Sure. So, bare bones, I'm identifying the

hazard, I'm assessing the hazard, and then I'm going to identify
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controls, implement those controls, and then supervise. So
that's the bare bones process.

RDEIDIDION: COkay. What's the difference between a

risk and a hazard?

DISIOHOIONN: - risk is something that you are -- you're
assessing, so how much risk is involved with a particular hazard.
So I believe risk is an assessment of a hazard. A hazard is
something that can cause a mishap, cause injury, can hurt

somebody, or damage property.

RDIEIDIOION: D0ccs 242 use an ORM worksheet?

DIDIDEOIONN: Yo, sir. Up to the mishap we did not. T
have been the ASO under two different CO's with this command.
DEICIDIONE (] did not want to use the risk
management worksheet and neither did [QISISEGIOE v vere

not aware of any order that stated it was required.

DIEIDIDION: o the answer is you don't use one
because the CO doesn't want to and there's no order requiring it?

DIEIOEDIONN : cCorrect, sir.

_: [inaudible] .

_: Yes, sir.

DIEISHOIONE: s chere anything that you would like

DRI : - there anyone else that you would

recommend that we speak with?

EIEEONDION - o, sit
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DIEICHDION : C<av- So I wanna go back and probe

you a little bit on skip pre-mishap, all right. Pre-mishap,
roles and responsibilities of the Aviation Safety Officer, and
the schedule writing process at 242 pre-mishap. Okay. So we'll
go slow, okay.

So when a schedule is written at 242 pre-mishap, what
does that process look like and what is the ASO's involvement in
that?

RDIDIDEOIONN: cure. sSo it could come either to the DOSS
or the Aviation Safety Officer, whoever was available. The
scizzo's would bring it in a routing binder and it always had the
hot board with it, it always had the previous day's schedule.
and prior to, so under DISISHCIONINNNEEEEE - the flight
schedule had three different signature lines on it. And the
safety signature line could be signed either by the ASO or by the
DOSS. That was the unwritten SOP, if you will. It was not in
writing.

after [(DISIDICIONEEEEEEE cck command some time
that summer, that shifted to one signature on the flight
schedule. The schedule's officers put another sheet behind it
with a line for each day where either I or the DOSS would sign.
The beginning of December, they didn't in there, they had
forgotten to print it out. And I asked them a couple different
times, like, hey put the signature page back here. I don't know
if it ever did because I was out of the squadron after the mishap

occurred, but those first few days of the writing in December
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there was not a schedule, or there was not a -- sorry —-- there
was not a signature page back there.

Regardless, I still looked at the flight schedule, so I
go through the hot board, I look at peoples day currency, I look
at their night currency. If they're going out to do a dive, I
look at their dive currency. And then I just, kind of, consider
who is with who. You know, what aircrew are flying with who.
That said, there -- there are not -- at the time, there were no
known crew conflicts to me, prior to the mishap with people who
should not be flying together. But those are, generally
speaking, the things that I look at.

And then if it's a particular time of year, water
temperatures and so on, then I'll ask questions about that. But
usually that's more of a day of, kind of, walk into the O0ODO,
like, hey they're going flying in this airspace, what's the water
temperature out there? Okay. It's 55 degrees, do you have the
CO's approval yet? ©No, I don't. And why not? That's more of a
day of, kind of, current OPS. But as far as looking at the

flight schedule, those are the things that I'm looking at.

DEISIDION: C<ay- Why -- what reason did
DEIIDIONEEEEE o ovide to you, as ASO, for removing
your signature block from the flight schedule?

DIEIOHOIONN: - cdidn't get one from him.

DEINIIOE: o how did you come to notice that?

Just one day we change of command, and then a few days later you

saw a flight schedule and it wasn't on there?

10
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DISIOHOIONN: 'cs- 2nd I asked the scizzo's, like, hey

why isn't this here? And the explanation that I was given was
that the CO wanted to be the one to sign the flight schedule. He
wanted to be the one because he was assuming the risk. That was
my understanding.

DS ¢ DS () not

sign the flight schedule?

_: He did. So there was one line for him and

there were three other small initial blocks, if you will.
DISIGECION : ©<:v- So the initial blocks were
removed because, as you understood it, the commanding officer's

prerogative?

DISISHOIONN : cCorrect.

DIEIDEDION: .d the absence of a published a
requirement for the same?

RDIDIDHOIONN : correct.

DIEIDIOION: 'hcre's no order that says that it has
to be initialed.

RDIDIONOIONN : correct, sir. And it's understanding also
that East Coast is the same way. The Hornet fleet is just a
commanding officer signature, without the other ones.

DEINIDIOE: ¢ if - you're telling me if T were
to get all the flight schedules from MAG-31, they would -- none
of them would have an ASO initial block on it?

_: I believe that's correct, sir. I believe

that's correct, it might be --

11
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DIEICHDION : (ov does that improve safety at

MAG-317?

_: I don't know that it does or doesn't, sir.
I know that the Aviation Safety Officer at each command has a
responsibility, or the DOSS has the responsibility, to review the

flight schedule. That's the best information I have for you.

EISIONOIONN :  O<:

DIDIOHODIONN: ‘v may have some other internal procedure
that I'm not aware of, but --

RDEINIDION: Okay. We've talked about daily flight
schedule routing, again, staying totally pre-mishap right here in
our minds. How is the ASO involved in the publication of the

weekly flight schedule?

ESHONDNGNN : v vou clarify?
DEEISHDION: | con- So when the Pilot Training

Officer and WISSO Training Officer sit down with the Operations
Officer to identify the training priorities and develop a
schedule that covers a week or ten days or some kind of, you
know, ATO cycle's three days.

So something more than a flight schedule dropping at
1600 for somebody that has to brief at 8 a.m. the next morning,
who basically gets no planning time, how is a scheudle developed
that goes at least a few days or a week in advanced to give a
potential pilot or WISSO time to properly rest, ramp, and prepare
for a flight schedule? How is the Aviation Safety Officer

integrated into that process at 2427

12
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_: It's initial -- it's an individual effort.

So it's initiative of the Aviation Safety Officer to go in and
look at the board --

DEINIDIOE: c:» vou tell me about the board, is

there a dry erase board with magnets or --

_: There are two, or there have been two in the
past.

EISIONIC O

RDIDIDEOIONN: 'here the, roughly, two weeks was flowed out

with pucks and things like that.

_: Okay. So you had, like, a two week

flow.

DISIOHOIONN: o I could walk in and I could look at the
board and, kind of, see the rough of what's coming up. And,
okay, well this guy is flying here, well, why is he flying on the
day here. And I will say this, under SISESHCIONNNNNEEEEE
there were a lot more issues with book ending aircrew. That
really stopped when SISESICIONENNEEEEEE 2 c orboard.

DIEIDIDIOE: .d by book ending, you mean flying

very late one day and early the next day, with minimum crew rest

interval?

DIDIOHOIONN : cCorrect. It got to the point under
EISIONOION - c © sent hin an email and T ot a

rather heated response with some other people copied on the
email. And I went to each one those people and said, here's what

I see, here's what I researched on flight schedules, and then we

13
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had a sit down with the CO. And he actually had a very good
response to it, that then triggered a conversation with the ready
room.

This would have probably been about a year and a half
ago, where he said, hey don't bust your crew rest for the entire
week by showing up early to do something else on the flight
schedule. So he clarified his intent after that meeting.

I did not see any of those issues with F

The scheduling process of continuity across the

week with aircrew and how they were scheduled was, in my opinion,
handled better between the two commanding officers.

RDIEINIDIOE: °c vou guys do a human factors
council?

_: Yes, sir.

DE®W.O0© __F

DISIGNONONN : o'y
DIEISHDION : . ¢ that's not on your list.
DISIGNDION : 5o
_: So we'll just, kind of, see how we get
going on that so.
DISIGNDION: O--.
()01 (0) ()= RON0) ()5 ()

14
Enclosure 129



l

so in the case of [NENNNSNGNN.

saw the flight schedule with [SISISEGION f1ving in the wee

=
@]
c
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hours; 1is that correct? The flight schedule you saw as the ASO,
the airspace changed, but did the aircrew change?

_: I think the time also changed. So,
initially, from what I can remember, it was earlier in the
evening.

DEICHDION: C<ay- As the ASO, did you see the
crew shift assignments in the weeks, or in the days before the
mishap event? When you guys went to a day, mid, and late night

crew, were you afforded the opportunity --

EISIONOIONN : vo:.
DEININIOE: o review and play -- and provide

input to who was selected for day, afternoon, and late night

flights?

RDIDIDEDIONN: [ vos aware of who was put there.
DIEISHDION: > the Operations Officer come to

vou, [NGSESHEIE] core to you and ask you for your Aviation

Safety Officer validation of his crew selection?
EISIONDE: -
RDIEEIDIDION: D d the commanding officer ask you to
validate crew selection?
_: By shift, shift selection?
DEIDIDIOE: Okay. Were you surprised to see
RDIDIDHOIONN oo che late shift, on the graveyard shift?
DIDIDEOIONN: o Not necessarily.

16
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DEICHDION: D¢ it bring you any pause as the

Aviation Safety officer to approve a flight, whether he has
initial block or not; did it give you any pause to approve a

flight schedule for ISESESIONN o vas on the graveyard

shift?

DISIOHOIONN: - vill say I had a conversation the week
prior with the OPSO about late night operations, and the ability
to transition aircrew to that.

RDIEIDIDION: . d by transition, you mean move them

from the mid shift to the graveyard shift?

DIDIDEOIONN: 'o- To transition aircrew to a night -- a

night shift from a day shift.

DEICHDION: . arping into the night page, kind
of?

DISIOHOIONN : cCorrect.

DISICNOION  O:-

DIDIOHOIONN : cCorrect. It was more of a general

conversation with not looking at individuals.

DEINIRIOE: Okay. Well, let me stay on just

for a little bit further, okay. (6)
DEINIDIONE: o vou knew that M was on that

was scheduled for(6the mishap flight,

Sure.

shift, you knew that

and you know (N ENCHOISIONE O DN

IO

17
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conversation. Tell me more about your conversation with M

Okay. So lets go back to the ramping

Bl :oout reamping the day crew to the -- into the grave@ard

shift.

It was an ASO conversation, it was the 0PSO,

like, I have a concern.

EISIONICN O

That we don't have enough time to

transition.

Okay. So the crews were announced on

Thursday or Friday before the mishap?

Sounds correct.

DEISIDION: C<av- So, and I don't think you guys

were flying Monday wee hours, I could be mistaken. I know you

guys were flying Tuesday or maybe that was canceled. So you

would at least have, 1like, four days, maybe three. So is it you
18
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had concerns that three or four days is not enough time to go
from being awake during the normal interval cycle to being awake

in the middle of the run trop?

RDIDIDEOIONN: '™hat was the gist of my conversation.

DIEICHDION: ¢ what was your recommendation to
the Operations Officer?

_: That we have more time, but we didn't.

DEEIOHDION: 1ot we go back in time a week and
pick the crews a week before?

_: Yes, it was a --

DEINIDION: o that's a great question. So how

far out did 242 -- how many weeks in advance did 242 know that

you guys were conducting ULT during the mishap week?

RDIDIDEOIONN: [ don't know.

DEEISHDION : ''hcn did you come to learn of there
being a ULT?

DIDIDEOIONN: | knew there was going to be a ULT. I

learned about the late night or 24-hour operations the week

prior.

EISEONDION - O<:v. Judoe.
EISEDNOIONN : o cuestions, sir.
EISIDNOIONN - ct'c stop, thanks.

All right. The judge will swear you out.

[_ was warned, sworn, and departed.]
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DIEIDIOION: Ccood morning. Today is the 26th of
March, 2019. We're in Iwakuni, Japan. My name is [SESESISISI
B v cccicted by DISINUNON -
DIDIOHOION  Our next interview is with [[ESIESISI -

BDISIOEOIR) could you please state your name for the

record, spelling your full name.

DISIONONEN: - DISIGNONON s ceellinc NSNGNONS)
EISIONOICNNN ©:-v. [DESEGNEBN, o vould vou like
me to refer to you in this interview -- SISESICIONINNENEGEGEEE
DESEGNDND NN - DNSNGNDNR c' vnerever —
DISICNDION ‘v QRN cvess, s your call

sign? (6)

DIEIDIODION: Could you spell that for me?

DI O-:v- hat is your military

occupational specialty?

RDIDIOERID): 't's =2 7523, F-18 pilot.
DIEIDIDION: COkav. And how long have you held that

MOS?
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RDIDIDEEIR): since 2011.

DEIDIDION: o cbout 8 years or so?

RISIONOID): ~rrroximately.

DEIDIDIOEE: 11 us a little bit about your
experience with F-18 hours, quals, deployments, and whatnot.

DISISHOIE): 1'm currently about 830 F-18 hours. I'm a
mission commander, fighter tactics instructor. I've got a
lat-eye qual, which is low-altitude tactics instructor
qualification. And I'm a forward airborne -- or forward
air-controller airborne FACA. That's as far as my quals go.

And in my experience, I finished the RAG, F-18 RAG in
Miramar in about 2000 -- I think it was about 2011. And I
reported to my first squadron, which was the VMFA-314 out of
Miramar. I did two deployments with them. The first deployment
was a combat deployment to SITCOM. I participated in OIR,
Operation Inherent Resolve.
The second deployment was a EDP out here to Iwakuni in

2015. I did one year in factor with 1st Recon Battalion out at
Pendleton. And reported here to Iwakuni in September of 2017.
And I've been here since.

EISIONDICNNN :  O<:yv. Great.

How long have you been in 242 then? When did you check

into 2427
BIIONRIR): scptember of '17, so about a year and a
half -- about a year and six months or so.

DIEIDIDIOE: ©kav. And the mishap occurred in
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December of 18. So you said about a year and a half.
What billets have you held at 2427

_: When I checked in, I was the assistant
operations officer. From there, I transitioned to the pilot
training officer role, which is the current billet that I hold.
And then, in between there in the assistant operations and pilot
training officer billets, I was in a work-up to go to WTI, the
weapons and tactics instructor course. So when you're in that
work-up, you're kind of sequestered off from everything else.

So while I was the PTO on paper, pilot training officer
on paper, from August of 2018 through -- really through the
mishap. I was not fulfilling a significant amount of the role.
I was fulfilling what I could administratively. But I was not,
quote/unquote, the acting PTO.

EISEDNDICNNN o ves the acting PTO?

_: So it would have been the OPSO. So the OPSO,

_, was kind of filling in for what I could not

administratively work out.

EISIONDISNN . ot are the roles and

responsibilities of a pilot training officer in an F-18 squadron?
DISIOHOID): 1'n responsible for really the overall
adherence of the squadron to the training readiness manual in
terms of career progression and the progression through the
training of them. Making sure the squadron is all training for

whatever a mission may be.

RDIEIDIDION: ''hot kind of action steps do you take
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to ensure a squadron is properly trained, or a pilot is properly
trained? Tell me more about that.

BISIONOID): Basically ensuring that the squadron -- or the
aircrew -- are abiding by our training readiness manual, which
kind of steps through progression of different events.

So until we get a get a "count 1" pilot, who is brand
new and straight from the rack, has never flown, really, tactical
sorties ever, there is a progression that we take them through
with a couple FAM flights. We do a couple basic air-to-surface
flights. And those involve sims and flights into an air-to-air
syllabus for a "count 1" aircrew.

Then for aircrew that are beyond, or kind of, completed
beyond those events, I kind of worry about getting them the
mission skills and just progression through mission skills. So
say for instance, close-air support is one of our mission skills
that we have. Then, there's a progression where you start with a
couple sims. And then, you go into a basic flight; and then, a
little more advanced flight.

Then, you get into night CAS. So my responsibility as
the PTO is to ensure that that training is kind of done and the
aircrew receives lectures or classes on the front-end of that so
that they can employ and they can do the missions correctly.

And then, another piece of it is, to kind of be one of
the contra of instructors to ensure that the instruction is kind
of standardized throughout the squadron.

And then, in addition to those things, we look into

Enclosure 130



combat leadership and ensure that we have the combat leadership
that we need. So a section lead qualification, a division lead
qualification, mission commanders, forward airborne controller.
All of the qualifications we need to do our mission sets,
ensuring we get the aircrew those qualification in kind of a
progressed model. So that all goes into like an aircrew training
plan that we'll write and publish and say, hey for the next --
we'll publish an annual aircrew training plan that says for the
next year, these are roughly the things we'll be looking at. For
the next three months, we'll be focusing on air-to-air. For the
next three months, we'll focus on air-to-ground.

And then, well break that down into a quarterly
training plan. We'll take that quarter and say that quarter was
supposed to be air-to-air. These are the things were going to
focus on; here's the individuals we're going to teach subject
matter experts on classes "x" subject. And then, here's the
events we're going to do, aircrew we're going to try to qualify
as a section lead or division lead and so forth.

DIEINIDION: Okay. Thanks for that.
Where were you in December of '18? Were you here in

Iwakuni?

_: I was in Iwakuni. Yes, sir.
DEIOIDION: o' vou —- did you know the mishap

F-18 aircrew?

CISIONCIONENNN - QISIONCIONEEN - QISIONGICHN
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Did you participate in the ULT at all?

_: No, sir. I did not. The ULT was -- I was
supposed to go to MITC, so Marine Division Tactics Instructor
Course, in Beaufort, South Carolina. The course was from January
7th through February 2nd. So for every MAW 1's sponsered formal
course like that, there is a 45-day prior kind of cut off. 45
days prior, you're supposed to be sequestered -- kind of what I
was talking about early -- and kind of sequestered off. And
have -- you're supposed to be able to just focus on nothing else
but training for that course.

Obviously in practice, that doesn't always work. So
I'm still the new PTO trying to work through a few things here
and there. But not --

DEIDIDIOE: o vhat I was tracking is you were
scheduled to go to a MOTS course out in Beaufort, South Carolina
in January. So that from about 15 November through the 1st of
the year, you were not participating in squadron flight training.

Is that correct?

RDIDINRIR): ves, sir. So squadron flight training in
terms of -- I was participating in squadron flight training, but
the training was for me. Not as much me out there training
anyone. So I'm participating in squadron flight ops, but those
flight ops are MDTC work-up events. So work-up events, sorties
dedicated strictly for myself and [SISISESIOI 1o vas
supposed to be the WISSO to go through. So that is what we were

doing.
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So the ULT came up and there was no training value for
myself and him participating in the exercise. Because what MDTC
is based on is basic fighting maneuvers. So 1 v. 1 F-18 --

_: So the Marine Division Tactics Course

is focused on 1 v. 1 BFMs?
DISIOHOION Yes, sir. It's an excellent question.

It progresses through. So it starts out with 1 v. 1
BFMs, so you get a -- basically, a 1 v. 1 BFM stand-check. Then,
it builds to deployment, which is our 2 v. 2 section engagement,
where you had two airplanes versus one or two airplanes. So
that's the first week and a half of the course. It focuses on
those two items. Kind of building blocks.

And then, the last two weeks is on division employment
with division DCAs, defensive counter airs, and division Als,
division air indiction missions.

RDEINIDIO: Okav. sSo tell me what you were doing

in December.

BIDIONRIR): 1 December, I was standing and preparing

airborne briefs for that. And I started to go —--
DIEISHDION: o vho was preparing the weekly flight
schedule? Who was doing the things required to publish a flight
schedule?
BDISIONRIR): The schedule officers and the flight officer
are the ones who prepare the weekly flights.

EIEIONOION : o -

BISIOEEIR): e don't have an actual weekly schedule that
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we publish.
SCISSOs. And then,

select pool.

It was being prepared by the flight officers and the

I was helping where I could in terms of crew

BIDIDEOION :1c T sat down prior to the event when we

finally had an idea of what we were supposed to do.

And we sat

down and were the ones that kind of came up with the walk-through

with crews,

the crew allocation through,

and sat down at his

white board and spent an hour kind of going through putting

different Marines everywhere.

so you and ISESEEIE) sat and worked

together to develop the three crews.

DISIGNDION i-c, ci:
DEICIDION: - day, mid, and graveyard shift?
DISIONRIY): correct. Yes, sir.

going to call, like,

Yes, sir.

Because

Yes, sir.

mid --

Because
early,

Correct. So we

out.

were notified,F and M a

(6)

That were then scheduled for what I'm

a weekly flight schedule?

the ULT was only like a week

you had to put people on

just kind of flew everyone

And somehow those said named officers

nd M were told --

(6)
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_: Yes, sir.

DEININION:  vith ample time to adjust their
circadian rhythm because they would be flying late at night?

RDIDIOERIR):  vould not define it as ample time, sir.

DEIOIDIOEE: 'c!! me about that.

BDISIOHOID): 1 know that normally ample time -- so

traditionally, ample time to go to like a graveyard shift is like
2 weeks. 2 to 3 weeks to be totally adjusted and be fully
adjusted without the need of --

DEIDIDION: ov much time did these guys get?

RDIDIONRIR): 'hey were given a week. About a week. So the

announcement was made. Kind of, everyone's walk-through was kind
of what the flight schedule would look like for the week on
Thursday. And then, they were not scheduled to fly the graveyard
until I think it was Wednesday night, Thursday morning. I

believe that was what it was.

DEIDIDIOE: o cpout 5 or 6 days?

_: Yes, sir. About 6 days.

EISICNCION -

BDISISNOIR): 'vhich I think characterizing it as ample time
is an incorrect characterization.

DISICNOION O+

_: It was enough time, but I would not say it was

ample time. Ample time would be, like, 2 weeks, 3 weeks.

RDIEINIDION: ''hot techniques would you use if given

ample time, you personally, to shift your circadian rhythms to
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fly at 2 a.m.?

RDISIONRID): Vv technique -- because I've done this at our
combat deployment at SITCOM -- is we flew the graveyard shift.
Our on-station times were 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. and midnight to 6
a.m.

So the technique is basically, it takes probably for
me, it takes about 5 days of you stay up, kind of, as late as you
can. And you go to bed and fall asleep for however long as you
can. And when you wake up, provided that you have Ambien or
sleep or something like that. So get up and take a sleep aid
from a medical provider, which I have never been denied or never
not been issued when asked for. Especially for switching cycles.

So my technique is sleep aid, go to sleep. Usually,
I'll only be able to sleep for 2 to 3 hours. 1It's either bright
outside or my circadian is ready. Take some Ambien, drink a
glass of water, and go back to bed. And then, that will usually
get me back to sleep for about 4 to 6 hours.

And then, wake up, resist the urge to go back to sleep
because in about 6 hours you're going to really feel like you
want to go back to sleep. Resist the urge to go back to sleep
until basically as late as you can again. Basically do that for
2 to 3 days and get onto the kind of cycle.

You want to be at work on the cycle. So you want to

wake up at about 5 p.m. or so, so you have 3 or 4 hours before

going to work at 10 p.m. So once you get off work at say, 8
a.m., you can go back and spend about an hour and a half and then
10
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go right to sleep for a nice 8 or 9 hour chunk.

DIEIDHDION: o vou said that -- it sounds like
you've taken Ambien before?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEICHOION: 't other squadrons have you been
that provide --

BDIDIONOID): 'his squadron and 314.

DEICIDIONE: -l me about the last time you were

provided Ambien in 242.

RDIEIDEDION: cccaouse of the timezones and whatnot?
RDIDIDNRID): ves, sir. We crossed timezones. So any time

you cross a timezone, you get a 72 hour down period. That's

supposed to help with your circadian rhythm cycle.

DISIONDIGNNNNN - o hat nonth was thist
DIDIONOIR): ouly. T want to say July of 2018. It may

have been June. June or July of 2018.

DEIDIIOE: 1o was your flight surgeon?

B < - [

11
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: Yeah.

___

_____m
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Okay. And so what is your -- what is

your perception of who's authorized to dispense Ambien?

RDIDIDNOIR): 'o dispense Ambien?
DEISIDION: 1ot is your knowledge? And, I mean,

what do you --

DEIDIDION: - sounds like you feel like you can

just go to the doctor and ask for it and if the flight surgeon
gives it to you, You're good to go?

DISIONOID): Yes, sir. That is -- yes.

DEEINIDION: Okav. Was Ambien used during this
December 18 ULT's?

RISIOERIR):  do not know.

DEINIDION: s it authorized? There was no

statement that said Ambien was not authorized. And I know that
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this -- there was no statement that said Ambien is not
authorized. There was a statement, and I don't remember the
context of it or when or where it was said, but it mentioned that
performance-enhancing drugs were not authorized. And I
understand that I believe by definitions and some research and
some of this information is information that has come out over
the last three or four months. But Ambien, apparently, 1is
classified as a performance-enhancing drug from what I
understand.

Prior to this I would never have classified Ambien as a
performance enhancing drug. So when performance-enhancing drug
was said, hey performance-enhancing drugs are authorized, to me
that's go pills. That is not Ambien.

DIEINIOIOE: o vou —- when did you get your wings?
You said in '117?

RDIDIONRIR):  vwas winged in 2011.

RDIEIDIDION: Okay. So you've been a naval aviator
for a year? So you're familiar with OPNAV or CNAV 37107

_: Yes, sir.

DEEIOIDION: ¢ vou've read this section in 3710
about drugs?

_: Yes, sir.

DEIDIDION : ¢ vou read that obviously well
before the mishap?

EESNONOND) : Rioh:.

DEINIIOE: c:h. Okay. So -- but you're saying

14
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that you didn't know that Ambien or no-go pills were considered a
performance-enhancing drug until after the mishap and everybody's
talking about it now that it's been three months?

BDIIOERIR): ves, sir. T would say that's probably

accurate.

DIEIOHOION : . d vou've taken a NATOPS check in the
F-18 every year?

_: Yes, sir.

DEINIDION: o vou've had, like, eight NATOPS
checks in the F-18, maybe more?

_: Yes, sir.

DEINIDIOE: G-ut vou didn't consider Ambien or

no-go pills to be a performance-enhancing drug?

_: I would. No, sir. I would not consider

Ambien to be a performance-enhancing drug.

DIEINIDIOE: Okay. So do you believe that Ambien
was authorized or not authorized for the ULT, based on the
information. Not based on the information you have now, if you
could try to rewind back on December the 3rd or whatever, you
know, a few days before the mishap. Were you under the
impression that Ambien was or was not authorized for the mishap?
And if so, why did you feel -- how you feel -- how you perceived?

Or do you recall?

_: I will be honest --
EISIONONONNNNNN : 7lc:cc be honect.

DIDIONRIR): — if T was flying those night events, and I

15
Enclosure 130



had a prescription for Ambien, I would have taken Ambien.

1

IR

©) _: Yes, sir. I feel that would have been the

responsible thing because, I mean, to me the responsible thing is
to get eight hours of sleep. To get rest and be ready to perform
my duties, which as a mission Commander or as a section lead,
like, whatever your, you know, billet is. But for me, like, I
think about things in terms of, you know, I don't know, you know,
I'm the training officer. So I think about things in terms of
taking care of the other aircrew out there.

And for me to be on my best game, I know that I need to
get sleep. And that's, you know, I've always operated that way,
like, sleep is very important. And I know that that shift, like,
being on that shift with inadequate sleep is not going to to work
out well. Was there need for, you know -- I don't -- having --
there's a lot of what ifs, I guess. And I was somewhat removed
intentionally so that I could focus on preparing for MDTC. Had I
been involved in, like, hey you're flying on this night. You
know, sir, I don't know exactly what I would have done because

this is you know, I'm a quarterbacking a little bit. But I 100%

16
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believe that I would have taken Ambien.
Now I may have asked additional questions and said hey
performance-enhancing drugs, like, you're not talking about

Ambien, right? Like, that's, you know, it's not a

performance-enhancing drug. And maybe there would have been a
conversation that would have said, no. That, like, that includes
Ambien. Ambien is not authorized period.

DEISIDION: V' th whom would you have gotten an
authorization from?

BIDIONOID): < vould have talked to our flight doc.

DEIIDIOE: .d vhat's his name?

DG SISO -

DIEICHOION: o vou would have talked to her? And

what if (SN} said, do not take Ambien? What would you have

done?

BIDIOERIR):  vwould not have taken Ambien.

DIICRCIOR Oy

BIDIOERIR): < vwould not have taken the Ambien. I would
have protested significantly and said, like, you realize that you

are basically --

DIEISHDIONE : ov would you approach that?
BDIDIONOID): with him. T probably would -- and I would

have personally gone and talked to see him, and said hey, sir,

like you realize that we are --

RDIEIDIOION: o vou feel like the mishap aircrew

went and talked to the CO?
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DISISEOIR): [ think that -- I would say that, I would say

that probably [(BISESHEION cid- T don't know that all of --
RDEINIDION: cu have any knowledge of m
B o: vere you present for any conversations between M
and DISISIODIONEEEEEE - 0.t the use of Ambien? (6)’
_: No, sir.
DISICNCIOR Oy

EISIONOICONNNN - o ve:e vou involved in or privy to

any conversations talking about performance-enhancing drugs or
Ambien prior to the mishap?

_: I was not involved in the conversation. There

was a blue -- there was a -- I think it was a WhatsApp message
that -- maybe it was somewhat tongue-in-cheek. Maybe it wasn't.
But it was like, hey Doc I need some Ambien. Or doc can we get

some Ambien? And the response was, like, a copy and paste out of
I don't remember if it was that 3710 or out of some Naval
supplement manual.

DIEIDECDIOE: 'ould you ever receive that WhatsApp

chat as being facetious or as being literal?

_: The request was, I would say, I received that
request as a lot of things in a Fighter Squadron. There's a
little bit of jesting, but there's always a little bit of
underlying truth in it. So their request was probably made in
somewhat Jjest. Like, hey doc, like, we need some Ambien and yeah
a little bit of jest. But everybody went, well yeah, of course

we do, like, you know on the graveyard shift. And then the
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response from the flight doc was -- it was basically just like a
copy and paste out of a manual.

DRI ot manual? What was the copy and
paste?

DISIOHOID): 1 don't remember.

DEICIDIONN: o vas his response, yes?

BIDIONRID): GHis response was no.

RDIEIDIDIOE : Ckav- So you understood prior to

the mishap, and the Squadron understood prior to the mishap, that

the use of Ambien was not authorized?

EESNNENE]: The use of —- no.
EISIONDICNNN - o he equested it, and the doc

said no.

BDISIDERIR): e requested Ambien for himself and the doc
was like, I will not issue Ambien.

T

RISIONOID): so ves. Inferring down the line, if what you

said, you can make the inferences. Yes.

EISIONDICNNN . oo, vou can take Ambien or yes,

you can not take Ambien?

DISIOHOID): 'vhat you said in terms of the interpretation
of the doc saying no, I'm not giving you Ambien is the inferences
that you can make.

DEIRINIOE: (- e try this. Let me ask a very
simple straightforward question. Okay? You know, we have these

messages and we've read them and we've talked to 20 other people.
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EESNRNENR:  ~osolutely.
EISEDNDIONNN - o ve're trying to get -- I don't

consider instructions from a cognitive flight surgeon to be an
inference. That's just my perspective, right, you know. And I've

only been a pilot and record for like 22 years or whatever right?
But if I went to my fly doc and I said, me personally, M

I - DS - ic doc, may I have

an Ambien and he said no, I might request mast as the case may
be.

DNNONENG) : Riont.

DEEIDIDIOE: G-ut T would understand that to be, I
may not have Ambien and I may not take Ambien. What I think
you're trying to articulate was, and maybe I'm confused and
that's why I'm trying to clear up here. I'm trying to get you to
help me understand. I think what you just said is the docs not
going to give you any more Ambien, but if you have some Ambien
from the previous period of time, what you do with it is up to
you. Is that what you're articulating?

BIDIOERIR): Yo. so I guess what I'm articulating is the
doc basically said I am not going to broadly issue Ambien to
everyone in the squadron.

DISEONDION - O -

DISIONOIR): Like, the entire Squadron is not all getting

Ambien.

EISIONION O

_: Which to me would mean that would be followed

20
Enclosure 130



up by a personal conversation, not via group message chat to the

doc that said --

DISICNOION 0o vov knov it EISNGNOIGNEN o-
RIDIDEOION -t to the doctor and got a prescription or a
downing chit? Do you have any knowledge?
_: I do not. No, sir.
DIEIDIOION: ''crc vou present for any conversations
between a cognizant flight surgeon and W or M?
_: No, sir. (6)1 (6)1
DIEIDIOION: COkav. I think we got enough on that

judge.

BDIEIERIR): ' not trying to, like, evade or -- I
realized that there's gravity in what we're talking about.

DRI : ''c just want you to be transparent.

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDIDION: 2 d honestly answer the gquestions.

DIDIOERID): ~2nd my honest answer is that I would have gone

and talked to F and said doc, like, why can I not have

Ambien?

DEEISIDION: . if doc said because I'm doctor and
I said so, what would you do?

RDIDIONOID): < vwould take it higher.

DEIOIDION: C<av- And if you took it to,

hypothetically, Commanding General of the 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing and he said no, you're not taking Ambien. What would you

do?
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BDISIOHOIR): Then I would not take Ambien. And there's
high potential that I would order them out of the flight.

DEIDIDION: Okay. That's a great point. So if
you report it -- if you were scheduled for a flight and you
reported for duty and you felt that you weren't medically fit,
properly rested, properly nourished, whatever. Weren't feeling
good. What would you do?

_: I would without hesitation cancel. Or not,
you know, whatever you want to call it. I'm safe, or I'm out of
the flight. I will say that there was a perception that week of
a -- I want to say to use the word -- I'm not going to use the
word. There was a perception that week that this was very
important and needed to be executed. That perception came
pressure from MAG. That pressure came and was evidenced the
first morning of it.

So I think the first day of execution was -- I can't
remember if it was a Monday or Tuesday, but whatever the first
day of execution was, 1t was supposed to be a four-ship of 242, a
four-ship from 225, and I believe a four-ship from 121. So about
12 aircraft total and a two-ship; from VMGR. So I guess 14
aircraft total. The two-ship of VMGR warned when our fuel was
going to go out and execute some tactics that we had kind of
worked up, some briefed. It was actually a pretty cool event. I
was kind of bummed that I wasn't flying it.

The CO was flying it. He was a mission commander and

at the brief, the weather was briefed as really bad. And he
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basically said, all right, we're not gonna -- because it was
going to be a fly tank fly evolution. Then we were going to come
back to the pits and then go back out. And he basically said,
hey, we're going to cancel the first SORTY. And we're going to
delay.

And we were going to launch the second SORTY. Same
players. Same mission. We're Jjust going to slide the thing to
see 1if the weather gets better. So we rolexed [sic] everything
by half an hour. Got the same weather report and the weather was
the same or worse, and he said we're canceling for weather. And
that was not received well from the southern MAG Operation
Center. The MAG had stood up a moc MAG Operation Center in their
war room. Where they were supposedly monitoring everything that
was going on. And the call, and I don't know whether it was from
the SWO or what individual at MAG. It may have been the MAG CO.
I don't know that, but there was a call that was made, like, how
dare you cancel your flight. How dare you cancel this event
without consulting with us?

DEINIRIOE: o vou say you don't know, was that
because you weren't on the call.

DISIOHOIO): [ vwasn't on the call.

EISIONOION - O

BDISIONRIR): correct.

DEININION : o vou heard this from somebody

else?

RIDIONRIR): - vas standing in the room when the CO was on
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the phone.

EISIONOICN : <

DIEISHOION: o the squadron commander, F
B o in the ready room and he was on the
telephone with someone at the MAG Operation Center?

DISIOHOID): correct.

DEINIDION: 0o vou feel like that was m
—E

_: I think it was, but I don't know.

RDIEIDIOION: .d are you using vernacular when you
say how dare you? Or are you trying to communicate that you
perceived that [(ISISESISI 2 very upset at the cancellation?

DISIOHOIO): Yes. That I don't think that the words how
dare you were used. But the implication, whatever the words are
because I don't know what the words were, but the interpretation
of that was basically, like, why are you canceling this flight?

DIEIDIDION: 0o vou think controlling the MAG had
access to the same weather report?

BIDIOERIR):  think the MAG had access to the same weather
report.

DIEICHDIONE: 0o vou think the MAG is familiar with
the weather capabilities and limitations associated with F-18 and
C-130 operations in this AOR?

BIDIONRIR):  vwould say that as a general whole, they are,

yes.

DEIDIDIOE: o vhy wouldn't the MAG come up with
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the exact same decision, with the same information, and the same
regulations?

RDIDIONOID): 'hat is an excellent question. And why they

didn't and call us cancel us.
DEISIDIONE: - Vhy wasn't the MAG calling you
and saying, hey, we looked at the weather, it's crummy. Let's go

ahead and cancel.

BDISIONRIR): That's an excellent question, sir.
DEINIDION: - 's take a three-minute break. T

need to go to restroom. I was actually going to the head when
you came 1in, so I got a bladder full. This is m
_, the time is 0835-ish, a little after on the 26th of
March. We're back on the record after a short intermission.
We're here with _ _, I want to talk to you
a little bit about pilot training, schedule writing, and crew
selection stuff. So you mentioned earlier that you and M

- selected the crews for the shifts, for the mishap @Ehifts?

ENSNONONE: ioc, oit.
_: So what kind of considerations were

you guys looking for when you chose W, M, M, and
M for the graveyard shift? (6) (6) (6)

BISESNENE]: okav. So without

-—- just going to them specifically, but in general we

were looking at being able to provide quals across all the

shifts. So looking to have a minimum one mission commander per
shift. TIdeally, two mission commanders per shift. Looking to
25
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provide primaries, kind of, during the daytime hours when most of
work still, like, work was still going to go on during this ULT.
It's not like we were deployed somewhere and could not totally,
you know, focus on stuff. So looking to provide, for the most
part, the primaries during the -- first, during the daytime
shift, kind of, secondaries in that second mid shift. And then
provide reps in the third shift that could, kind of, swing across
all of it.

RDIEEIDIDION: ''hot made Resliard an ideal candidate
for this shift? Who do you think was the best choice for late
night shift?

BIDIOERIR):  vould say that he was not chosen

specifically for the late-night shift.

RDIEIDIDION: Gcut he was. He was on the late-night
shift.

_: Yes, sir. So --

DEINIDIONE: - e ask it gquestionably. Why was
DIEIDEOIOE oo late night shift?

BISIBNRIR): Bccause he was not a primary that needed to be

on —-

DEISIDIONE: - rrimary you mean administrative

task. The S-1 officer --

DISIOHOIR): Yes, sir. An S-1 and S-2 doesn't fly. But,
you know, an S-1 officer and S-4 officer, really the OPSO and the
CO. And it wasn't one of those. So the way the, you know, like,

we didn't start with the junior aircrew in a sign that you we
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start with the junior aircrew and assign them. We started with

the qualifications. You know, the big qualifications. So the
mission commander. So we divvied across the mission --

RDIEIDIDIOE: vt vou had junior aircrew flying the
daytime?

EIENNENE: oo, it
SOOI o oSN counterpart in cemms

of qualification and designation who was operator during the
daytime? I'm sure there was several.

RIDIONOID): ©so a comparison would have been -- so M
- was another, you know, pilot, similar timeframe. But
_ was the sched [sic] writer. So _
needs to execute duties during the day. [DISESICIONEE -:

the adj. So in terms of duties that are, like, important for

functioning of the squadron and producing the schedule,m

M duties in terms of that were not significant. You know,

he can -- he has paperwork to do and things to do, but not
necessarily any of that falls in --

DISIONOIONNNN : Do vou believe the [NENNSNCENN
ground Jjob during the mishap was squadron adjutant.

_: Yeah, I think so.

DEIICION: O::v- hat about DICIDEEIGEN: vhat
nmade [(DISESHOION = crcat choice for that crew?

BIDIOERIR):  honestly -- I'm not sure. I understand your

line of questioning. I disagree. I disagree with the way that

you're asking that in saying that as if we went -- as if we
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picked. We were like alright, we've got to fill these two slots.
All right. This guy is the perfect one for this and this guy's a

perfect one for this.

EISIONOIONN O+
_: Sir, in a perfect world I wish we could do

that, and that we had all of the qualifications in the aircrew
required to do that. The simple fact is we don't. And once you
fill the required billets of hey, we need a mission commander, I
need a div lead, and I need a section lead. What falls out at
the end of that is only about probably six aircrew.

Maybe six pilots and four WISSOS that falls out at the
end of that. And then it's a case of, okay. 1I've got these and

probably it's not even that many because we had taxes to pay

to -- there was something going on in Okinawa. I can't remember
the name of it. Something went on Okinawa. We had someone on
leave.

Anyways, there were, you know, there were a few out.
So it was once the overall qualifications were assigned like hey,
we've got a div lead and a section lead and, you know, mission
commander on this shift and on this shift. So, like, for
instance [(DISISHOION - — DIEIDIDIOE - thc mission
commander. Very high trust and confidence in him and was a
perfect selection in our mind for that night shift.

One of the reasons being that he wasn't the OPSO or AMO

or the CO. He was a QAO. So he was a maintenance
representative. He can be a maintenance representative that's
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there for night. The AMO's during the day. He would be there
during the night. The double AMO I think was on the second
shift, the mid-shift. So he would be on the night shift.

Another excellent reason that he was chosen is he has
combat experience flying during that time. So he had done an OIR
deployment where they flew the graveyard shift. So, like, those
two things, like well, he's a perfect one for this selection. So
that's where he got the mission commander on the night shift.

And then -- so ISESHEIONE :s 2 section lead in its
div lead workup. And was an easy fit also in terms of kind of
the way that the job billets kind of shook out. Okay. We need
another section lead. [HISESESIOEN i =/ vou know, qualified
able-bodied WISSO. He is in div lead work-up, like, he's doing

well. We'll put him on the night shift as well as another

planner. Someone that we trust.
And then the rest of it, you know, so _
same thing. He's a section. We needed another section lead

WISSO on that shift. So he went to that shift because the other
shifts may have already been filled.

DIEISHOION: > ¢ vou have other section lead
WISSOS, people with similar qualifications and experience as
M that were on the day page that had different family
situations? And what do you know about (SISO sitvation?
Or is ORM situation general? Because human factors. What do you
know about M's human factors and other people's human factors

as that was(6incorporated in the decision to make who's flying at
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2 a.m. and who's flying at 2 p.m.?

RDIDIOERID): o©Okay. In terms of similar gqualifications, him
and [(DISIDHUION - c the - were the only section lead WISSOS
that we had at the time I believe.

DIEICHDION: s there a WISSO whose call sign is
ANAD

EENONEN -

DEIOIDION: 1ot is his name?

B BEREERRSEy

F 's qualifications.

(b) (6) _: He's just a WISSO. He's not -- he doesn't

have any section lead, any combat experience.

RDEINIDIOE: 1ot flight position was [SISESIGIONN
flying in? In the mishap. You wrote the schedule right? Was

CIOIGADIE): QISIGNCIONN  ZISIQNCION

(D) (3) (A1), (D) (6) EECER (6)1

DISCNCION -  ISIONOION 550

DISIOHOID): Right.

RDIEIDIOIONE: ''cs he the section lead or was he the
dash 27

RDIDIONRID): 'hey were the dash 22

RDIEIDIDION: -c - scction lead gqualification would

not be required for that position?
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_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDIOION: C:n ve agree? What I'm trying to get
at is could ICSISEEIEON z2ve flown instead of SISIESHCIONN :

RDIDIOERIR): rrobably. Yes, sir.

DEEISHDIONE: ©:obably or absolutely?

_: Well, I don't remember the reason why m
B v:s not on the flight schedule that night.

DEIOIDION: 'h:t's what I'm getting at. So what
is [BISIDHOION - ou vork in ops, you're the pilot training
officer.

RDIDIDERIR): Right.

DIEIDIDION:  ou vorked directly with the
operations officer, the dry erase board, to put people in the
day, mid, and night shift.

DISIOHRIR]: Rioht.

DRI ' trying to ask why you put Resliard
and M to fly at 2 a.m.? That's what I'm asking you. I want
you @5 see if you can answer that for me. Why did you choose

those people and not other people?

DIEISHDIONE: (- ' okay to say we didn't think about
it. You can say that because that's what it looks like to me,
without putting words in your mouth. [N
N .

31
Enclosure 130



And I'm asking if you as a pilot

training officer, and (NSISEEIEl is the operations officer, gave

that any consideration before putting him on this shift.

Are you on the graveyard shift?

DISEONENE:  v-o cor.  NENEISE -

I've flown on the graveyard shift or that late-night shift

before. And yes, it's not ideal. But it can be done. The
answer -- the dogmatic answer to your question is that T
consider -- do we consider every human factor associated with

every aircrew when we assign them to the shift? The answer's no.

Okay.

_: So our human -- that would be our human

factors council I think i1s the one where we focus on the aircrew.

() C) (). () (0) T
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BDISIOHOIR): cso the pilot training officer and the OPSO sit
in on the human factors council.

_: So the last human factors council

before the mishap?
CICIOICION QICHOIGCON
EIONOIER o it terns - and the way I. You

know, I guess in my view of it, that was not a -- everyone's got
small kids. If we said, well if you got young kids, like, you
can't fly on the graveyard shift. Well the only guys flying on
graveyard shift would be the unmarried single guys. And frankly,
like one, that's not fair for them. And two, we could do that
based on the fact that one of the unmarried single guys is the
OPSO and we need him on the day shift. You know, like, that --

DEINIDIOE: by did you need the OPSO on the day
shift?

RDIDIOERIR): 'hat was what was directed by the CO. The CO
wanted --

DIEIOHOIONE: o squadron commander decided they

wanted the OPSO on the day shift?

DIDIONOID): ves, sir. The CO said he wanted his primary
on the day shift.

EISIONOICNN - okey.

RISIONRIR): so the OPSO and the AMO.

DIEINIDIOE: Ckav. So I'm tracking that. So it
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sounds like the CO prioritized ground duties over flight duties
then. Because we all know the most hazardous time to fly is
going to be in the middle of the run trough at 2 a.m. So we had
basically junior crews with limited supervision, and there was no
Lieutenant Colonel's flying at that time of day. But we had
Lieutenant Colonel's day and mid-shift, Co and XO. Did we even
have any majors? Were there any field grade officer scheduled to
fly at all during the graveyard shift? Any one of your rank?

Because it looks like it's all the JO's.

_: No, sir. There was not.
EISIONOIOMMN : o o prioritized, and I'm

conjecturing, you can disagree with me. The observation I'm
making is that we prioritized ground duties over flight duties at
242 . That the priority is -- the principle is to do the ground

job. Do you disagree with that?

DIDIONRIR):  vwould disagree with that.
e B

BIDIOEEIR): 'he reason that -- in my mind the reason the

CO, obviously I don't know his exact reason why he wanted his
primaries on that, but the reason that I understood the CO wanted
the OPSO and the AMO on that daytime shift was because, one, that
was when the MAG was around and we were still trying to figure
out what exactly the MAG wanted us to do. So he wanted his
primaries there, so that we can make decisions. So there was
this thing about Poheng, going to Poheng. Could we go to Poheng,

could we not go to Poheng? There was all kinds of stuff and I
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was able to remain mostly removed from that discussion.

RDIEEINIDIO: . d vhy were you removed from that
discussion?

RISIONRIR): rfor the MDTC work-up.

DIEIDIDIOEE: o 'ou said that earlier in the

interview. So you're the pilot training officer for a gun
squadron, you're a field grade officer, and you're focused on
your own personal training. To prepare yourself personally to go
do 1lvl to Beaufort in January, and you're not taking part in the
planning and execution of the MAG ULT where Fand M
and others are going to the Tanker at 2 a.m. Is that, ki@ﬁ of,
what you're telling me? Because that's what I'm hearing. Am I
characterizing that wrong? So, what's the priority?

_: Per the order for, like, the course catalog,
45 days prior you're supposed to be sequestered with zero ground
jobs.

RDIEIDIDION: o commanding officer of MOTTS-1 has
ordered the, I guess, the commanding general of 1st MAW that
you're not to participate in proper scheduling of crew for a unit
level training event? It's actually a Wing event, right?

DISIOHOID): co it's really -- we call it a ULT, but I mean
the walk was stood up at the Wing. The MOC is stood up at the
MAG, and you guys are executing it. Definitely the MAG level.

DEINIDION: -ut, the MOTTS-1 skipper in Yuma is
saying the pilot training officer, major, field grade officer
M is not going to fly late at night? Like, why weren't you
6)
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flying? I'm just asking you.

BISDIONOID): rfor the reason that I was doing -- executing
the, kind of, the work-up stuff. Like, working through, briefing
labs —--

DEICIDION: 'Y is it so important for you to go
to -- what is your current qualification? You said you're a

mission Commander?

_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDEOION: o [ mean, you could go out and lead
a division. You're a division lead, right?

_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDIOION: o vou can go out and lead a division
of Hornets to strike a target, like, right now?

_: Yes, sir.

DEISIDION: o vhy is it so important that you go

to Beaufort and go to MDTC? What's the benefit of -- what is the
readiness benefit to 1lst Marine Aircraft Wing for you to go to
MDTC?

BISIONRIR): Bccause MDTC is the stepping stone to go to

WTI.

DIEIOHDION : 1ot is the benefit of you going to
WTI?

BDISIONRIR): "TI provides the squadron with the instructor
cadre, as well as

per the --

RDEEINIDIOE: cu said you're an FAI, right?
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_: Yes, sir.

DEINIDIOE: .rc vou an NSI?

DIEIONRIR): Yo, sir.

RDIEIDIDIOE: Ckav. sSo would you come back from WTI
as an NSI?

_: Yes, sir.

DEINIDION: Okav. So then you would be a night

systems instructor so you can do an initial night systems

qualifications?

BESNGNENG]: coroc:.
DI O
_: And per the order, a PTO, a training office,

is actually supposed to be a WTI. So they're supposed --

DRI : o that's to give you the
qualifications to do the job to which your billeted?

_: Correct. Yes, sir.

DISICNCION  O:-

BISIONRIR): 2nd there's supposed to be X number of WTI's

in a squadron, excluding the CO. I believe the number is 3.

DIEICHOIONE : o vou guys have enough WTI's at 2422
DISIONOID): Ve have the -- we are -- we do on paper.

However, one of those WTI's is at the MAG as the MAG XO. So

while he counts on paper, practically, he is not. The other --
we have three WTI's in the squadron. The OPSO, the XO, and the
CO. The CO sometimes doesn't, you know, usually traditionally

not counted as one of the WTI's. So we just have those two.
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_, the MAG X0, is our other one. And then
DIDIDEDIOE 1o vas previously in the squadron, and then is

now the MATS OIC was another WTI that was in the mix.

And the plan all along was that back to -- harken back
to that summer where I was out doing [inaudible] stuff in
Miramar. I was supposed to go to WTI in the fall class in
September or August as an FAI with a waiver because MDTC is a
required prereq for WTI. I had everything complete except for I
had not been to MDTC because the class has been canceled and the
waiver was not approved in the 11lth hour.

So I did not go to WTI. Was not, you know, didn't go
to WTI and get my WTI qual. And so now, I'm in a work-up again
in November to go to MDTC so that I can in turn go to WTI in the
Spring and provide the squadron with a qualified pilot training
officer.

DEINIRIOE: o vho is filling a pilot training
officer roll while you're focused on your personal training as a

field grade officer? Who's doing that? Who's doing that work?

RDIEIONRIR): 'he - myself and the OPSO.
DIEIOHOION: ' squadron operations officer, M

- ©
_: Yes, sir.

DIEISHDION : C<av- So have you ever flown with

EISIONDICNN - o did he do?
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BDISISHOIR): Yothing noteworthy.

EISICNOION :vorocc.

_: Average. Yes, sir.

DEEININIOE: cct average.

BDISIONOIR): Like, nothing crazy. I had a -- my last

flight with him was probably two weeks prior where we had gone
out and done a -- around two weeks prior.

DEIOIDION: /o vour flight with him at night?

That you recall.
BISIOERID): Yot that I can recall off the top of my head.

DIEINIOIOE: D d vou ever go to the Tanker with him

during the day?

DISIOHOID): Yes. I think the event that I mentioned the
last time I flew with him was probably two weeks prior. And if I
remember correctly it was kind of like a mission fairly similar
to what we planned, kind of, for the ULT stuff. We had a Tanker.
We were doing some SAM takedown tactics and stuff. And he was

part of my -- he was my dash 2 of my -- of our fore-ship I think.

RDEEINIDIOE: cc rothing noteworthy about him.
BISISHOIR): Yothing noteworthy. We went to the Tanker,

like, no issues.

DEIDIODION: Okav. Did you see the flight -- the
mishap -- did you see the mishap flight schedule as an operations
officer, working inside the operations department, did you
have -- were you able to take a break from your studies with

enough time to see the flight schedule before the commanding
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officer signed? Did you have any role in the publication of the

daily flight schedule at 242, as the PTO?

_: The daily, not as much. I will usually --

DIEIDEDIOE: ov do you know the daily flight
schedule reflects your PTO priorities if you don't review it?

BDISISHOID): 2nd that's why I say not as much. So it is
everyday the -- I am not a required -- the PTO is not a required
stop in the schedule routing process.

RDEEIDIDION: 1o is? Tell me about your schedule
writing process.

BISIONRIR): so our schedule gets routed from the scizzo's
and then it usually gets a -- an inside the ops department look
by the PTO, the WTO, the assistant OPSO. Someone that's not one
of the sched [sic] writers that just wrote it. Usually gets
reviewed. Just, kind of, look through and make sure --

DIEIDIDION: ''hcre do the sched writers get their
ideas? I mean sched writer, that's a junior billet, right? Did

you ever serve as a sched writer?

RDIEIDERIR): ves, sir.

DEEICHDION: o thet's like a new guy job?
_: Yes, sir.

DEINIDION: o how did the new guys get their

guidance?

BIDIOERIR): rrom the training officer and the flight

officer.

EISIONOION O+
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BDISIONOID): ©so those -- if I remember correctly, we had

the names and the events for that week flowed out for the entire
week.

DIEIDIDIOE: O something T might call weekly

flight schedules?
BISIOHOID): O~ something you would call a weekly. It was
not published as a weekly, but it was essentially, hey guys this

is the plan for the week.

EISIONOIONN O+
_: And once that is done, like, the scizzo's --

it doesn't require a significant amount of work to take names
from that and put them there. And ensure that they are, you

know, current to perform the event, ensure that they --

DIEIDIOION: Okayv. Lets pause there. So how would
a new guy scizzo know that for example, [(DISESHCION -
qualified to conduct a night systems aerial refueling?

BIDIOERIR): 'hey would look at our our sim tracker. So

the printout of M-SHARP that spits out a product that shows,

like, a stoplight chart.

EISIONOION O

DISIONOID): That would show a --

DEIDIOIONE: o they would look at a code for
example, a 2202, and see if he was red or current?

_: 2202, or a 2402, or whatever, you know, hey
he's going out to do night stuff. So the combination of that and

our hot board. Which our hot board will show, hey the last night
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flight, you know, is he current to fly at night? Yep, he's

current to fly at night. And is he qualified to tank at night?

Yes.
RDEIDIDION: ov offective is that process?
DISIOHOID): 1 feel like it's fairly effective. There's, I
mean, there's human error involved with everything. I know that

we have since gone to validate an inside of M-SHARP so that --

DIEICHDION: ' c vou previously writing it outside

of M-SHARP on just, like, a spreadsheet or something?

RDIDIOEOID): ves, sir. So I -- from the other squadrons
that I know, I don't know many squadrons that -- so I've been to
two squadrons. This squadron and 314. But, from talking with
some of my friends in other squadrons, like, most squadrons write
it based on a word or Excel document. However, it is -- Jjust
because the, I guess, the clunkiness of M-SHARP is kind of --
what M-SHARP spits out in terms of a flight schedule is, kind of,
difficult and clunky to deal with. And it's hard to read. And
so most writers operate off of a Word document.

DIEIDIOION: Ckav. sSo then how does an officer in
the operations department that produces this document, whoever
that might be, how does he ensure it's accurate and complete
without using the M-SHARP validation process? What process is in
place of that?

BISIONRIR): so that's what I was discussing with the hot

board and the CMMR tracker.

EIEIONOION O+
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BDISIOHOIR): ©f going through that.
DEINIDION: ©kav. So who reviews the flight

schedule before the CO signs it?

_: So once there, it goes to the OPSO, the OPSO
reviews it. And then it'll go to our ASO or DOSS, like, a safety
representative. They'll review it and then it goes to the CO for
his signature.

DIEIOHDION: o vou've worked in the operations
department at 242 since you joined a year and a half before the

mishap; 1is that correct?

BN vec. ci:
DEINIDIOE: 2d so in that time, did you ever have

occasion to publish and route a flight schedule perhaps earlier
when you -- earlier when you were there or did you ever observe

someone to do that?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEINIDIO: Okay. And you just said the ASO. So
you're saying the flight schedule goes to the ASO for review?

RDIEIDERIR): ves, sir.

DEISHDION: Ckav- So did the mishap flight

schedule go to an ASO for review?

_: I can only assume that it did, sir. I did not

route that one.

DEIIDIOE: by vould you believe -- what would

cause you to believe that to be true?

BISIONRIR): Bccause that was our standard practice.

43
Enclosure 130



DEEICHDION : Ckavy- Did the ASO initial the flight
schedule?

RDIDIOEOID): < don't know.

DIEIDIDIO: 2V vou looked at a 242 flight
schedule in the last year?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDIOION: ovc vou looked at the bottom of the

flight schedule and noticed whose signatures are on that

schedule, aside from the commanding officer?

_: Yes, sir. Since the mishap there is --
DEINIDION: ‘0. Before the mishap.

DIDIONRIR): 't was just commanding officer.
DEEICHOION: o cthe flight schedule went from the

most junior guy in the squadron, who's the flight schedule
writer?

RDIDIDERIR): Right.

DEININIOE: ' ch input that's very simple,
directly to the commanding officer, and he signing it off and
authorized flight? Without the ASO, 0PSO, AMO, PTO, WTO, or

anybody else looking at it? Is that what you're telling me?

DISIONOIR): Vo, sir.

RDIEIDIDIONE: O is that not what you're telling me?
DISIOERIR): That's not what I'm telling you.
RDIEIDIDIOE: C©kav. So who are the people who

review the flight schedule for the commanding officer?

_: Someone else in ops, OPSO.
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EISIONDION . O

BIDIONRID): 'he ASO or DOSS. And then it goes to the CO.

DEINIOIONE: ©kav. And how do you know that to be

true?

DISIONOID): ' sorry, the AMO as well. It usually goes
to the AMO as well.

EISIONOIONN O+

BDISIONOIR): Bccause I understand what you're asking.
There is no proof on the flight schedule that that is done.

DEINIODION: O anywhere. I mean there is no --

BIDIONRIR): - know for a while there was a -- the scizzos

were, kind of, keeping a copy for, like, a sheet that said, hey,

you know, like had each block. Like, a block for the 0OPSO. Kind
of 1like a routing sheet, like a block, but it was like a monthly

block that just showed, hey the AMO, the 0PSO, the ASO have all,

you know, looked at this.

I know they were doing that for a little while, but --

DIEIDEDION: ' ' c supposed to ignore those.

BDIDIOERIR): 'hat's what I heard.

DIEIOHDION : C<av- So you guys ever use a risk
assessment worksheet or an ORM worksheet before the mishap?

DIEIONRIR): Yo, sir.

DEIDHDION: > ¢ vou ever use one at 3147

_: Yes, sir.

DEEINIDIOE: o vou used one a MAG-11, but you

don't use one at MAG-12?
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ENSNGWNONEY :  Corroct.
RDIEINIOION: o vhen you checked into MAG-12 a year

and a half ago, and you said where's the risk assessment
worksheet, what were you told?

BDISIOHDID): 1 did not ask about the risk assessment
worksheet because the MAG-11 risk assessment worksheet is, in my
opinion, nothing more than a pencil drill.

DEIOIDIONE: 'c!! me more about why you believe

that to be true.

_: The questions that it asked, the things that
it brings up, and the overall employment of it is just very -- I
don't know if arbitrary is the right word. But it's like four
questions, like, is it VFR? If the answer is yes, then it's low.
If it's not VFR, then you get to decide what it is. Whether it's
medium or high. You know, is the water temperature, you know,
cold? 1Is it hot? You know, like what's the water temperature?
Is the, you know, are you carrying live ordnance? You know, it
was just -- it's like six or eight questions that provide a low,
medium, or high, or dealer's choice because there's like a
question mark associated with it. Like, well, you know, I think
it's a low. To me that's medium.

And then there's a spot for the ODO to fill in based on
the weather. And a spot for the aircrew to fill in based on, you
know, any operational things that come up in the brief. Like,
hey you know, I don't have any ORM to talk about this time. One

guy was like, hey I didn't sleep that well last night. Okay.
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F, you still able to fly? Yes, I'm able to fly. All right.
@5@1. And then, you know, there's a spot for that to fill out.

But in practice it was really nothing more than a
pencil drill. Like hey, make sure you fill out your ORM
worksheet before you go flying. And then those things -- like,
no one ever collected them. No one -- it was just there, you
know, there would just be a stack of 300 sheets of paper at the
ODO desk from ORM worksheets that were filled out.

DIEIDEDIONE: o based on your words and your
nonverbals, I'm taking that you believe that the MAG-11 ORM
worksheet was a waste of time?

RDIDIONRIR): T pelieve so. I think it could have been
something. And maybe it was just, you know, new guy in a
squadron. You know, young in a squadron that's like, I don't
even understand why we're doing this. Like, it doesn't, you
know, it doesn't make sense. There's no real thought put into
this, and so it just kind of got, I guess, discarded --
discounted as something that was like --

DIEINIDIOE: -c ['m hearing from you that the
actual risk assessment worksheet that you previously experienced

was not super effective?

BESNGNOND) - vos, siv
DIEICHDION: - haps a distracter. What about the

practice of risk management in general? How do you feel about

that?

BDIDIOERIR): - think we all conduct risk management. 1In
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general, like, more than.
DEININIOE: ' csking if you think it's
important.
BDIDIOERIR): 't's ebsolutely important. Yes, sir.
DIEICHOION : C<av- Do you feel that going to the

Tanker in low light level at 2 a.m. 200 miles offshore would be

medium or high risk?

DIEINIDION: Okav. So how was that communicated to
_ And what mitigations were put in place to

mitigate the risk associated with that, that was communicated on
the flight schedule from the operations Department, which you
work? How did you guys mitigate that? You didn't use the

worksheet. The ASO didn't review the flight schedule.

BESNDNONGY: Giont. The mitigation ves NSNSNSNSNE
EISIONOIONN O--y.
_: His experience. And the fact that he is a,

you know, an FAI. So he was a qualified instructor. He's a

mission commander.

DISIONDICN - 7iohter Attack —-
BDISISNOID): riohter Attack Instructor. Yes, sir.
DEEINIODION: Okay. Were we doing fighter attack

that night or -- I thought we were just going to the Tanker and
doing --
_: Yes, sir. But, it still speaks to his
abilities. It still speaks to his abilities as an aircrew. He
48
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has been through a MOT certification. In terms of his ability to
teach and his ability to conduct flight operations. So it speaks

to his ability.

DISIONDICNNNN - C:n vou define a risk:
DISIOHOID): »~ risk is -- a risk would be something that

has the potential to cause harm.

DIEIDIOION: C:» vou define a hazard? I mean per
37107

_: Verbatim definitions, no.

DEINIOION: C:» vou tell me the difference between

a risk and a hazard?

BDIDIOERID): ~ risk and a hazard -- my understanding of the
difference between the two, so a risk could be something that
could be mitigated. So something that can be mitigated, and then
a hazard is Jjust something that is there that can't necessarily
be mitigated, I guess.

_: You're a division leader in the F-18,
you're a major of the Marine Corps, the pilot training officer of
a fighter attack squadron, and I'm not hearing a clear definition
of risk or hazard from you. I'm going to give you one more
chance at that.

That's you -- okay. Who can change the flight schedule
at 242? Who's authorized to change your squadron flight
schedule?

BIDIOEOID): 'he CO and usually the CO's representative.

So if the CO's gone, usually it falls to, like, the XO or the
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OPSO.

DIEIDIOION: o vou believe that the Executive

Officer or the Operations Officer can change the flight schedule?

_: Yes. For the CO, like, for the CO. I know
currently it is the CO only. Previously --

DEISIDIONE: ' asking pre-mishap.

_: Yes, sir.

DIEISHDION: o vou feel like the Operations

Officer, as the squadron CO's direct representative, can change
the flight schedule? Would he do that after he talked to the CO
or just in general he can make that decision?

BISIONRIR): Yot in general. Like, so when I say for the
CO I mean for the CO, like, the CO is -- the CO is flying on a
flight. Or the CO is doing something where he's indisposed and
there's something that needs to be changed or addressed right
then. But otherwise, it's the CO or the XO.

DIEIDIOIOE: CC and XO can change the flight

schedule. And why do you believe that to be true?

BDIDIOERIR): ' not sure I understand. I think you're

asking like --

DIEICHDION: 1ot reference guides you in that
belief?

DISIONOIR): oOkay. I would say -- so what makes me believe
that to be true is standard practice, and I cannot quote you the

reference, sir.

RDEIDIDION: Ckayv. Are you familiar with the F-18
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admin SOP?

_: Yes, sir.

DRI : 2vc vou read it?

_: Yes, sir.

DEIOIDION: Ckav- Judge, are we good on the
Ambien stuff?

DEININION: Vo, sir. So you said you got a
prescription for Ambien to adjust your circadian rhythm sometime

in June or July 20187

ISR o
EISIONCICR - G-c chat ves fron [DESNGNSNEE-
NSO o
DEISIDIONEE: - ¢ the squadron flight surgeon?
RDIDIDERIR): e was at the time.
DIEIDIDIOE : Okay. You said you went with a
WISSO, also going out with you to Miramar?
RDIDIDNOID): Yo. The WISSO wasn't placed in Miramar.
RDIEIDIDION :  Okay. Was he taking Ambien or he

didn't go?

BDISIOHOID): e wasn't placed in Miramar, like, no

requirements at all.
RDEINIDION: Going back to the conversation that
occurred discussing the canceling of flights on the first day of

the ULT.

BESGNGNE - O
_: What made you believe, or how did
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you get your impressions from the conversation? You said you
were in the room, but you didn't hear the conversation. What
happened afterward that leads you to believe that the MAG was
disappointed or upset?

BISIONPIR): Bccause when the CO got off the phone he
basically in so many words -- if I remember correctly, I don't
remember who was in the ready room. But he basically got off the
phone and was like well MAG is not really excited that we
canceled the flight schedule without talking to them. That was
the gist of the conversation. Verbatim, I don't remember exactly
what was said, but whatever was said made me believe that the
MOC -- the MAG was displeased with the fact that he had canceled
the flight schedule. Or canceled that event without consulting
them.

DRI : C<ay- Was there any follow-on
discussions about that?

_: Define follow-on discussions, like --

DEIDIDIOE : o he got off the phone, was he

visibly upset? Did he make the comment to the entire ready room?
Who was he --

DISISHOID): 1t was not to the entire ready room. I would
say he was -- I would say this -- I would say visibly upset. He
just made the comment that that was, you know, it was like well,
you know, the MAG is not pleased that, you know, we canceled this
event and they want us to talk to him. And then I'm involved due

to the nature of my billet involving plenty of, you know,
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closed-door meetings with the OPSO and the CO and, you know,
other senior leadership. I think was probably where some more of
that came out with like, hey like the MAG was, I think that's
where the rest of that my feeling -- my interpretation of that
conversation came from.

DIEICHOIONE: s chere anything that you'd like to
add? Anything you would like to clarify?

DISIGEEISL: o, sir.

DEIDIDION: - there anyone that you recommend

that we speak with that you don't know if we have. Maybe you

bumped in to somebody and was like man, I really want to talk to

DIEINIDIOE - ¢ tcll him what T know about this?
BDISISHOID): Yo, sir. You pretty much talked to everybody.

And our schedules talked to everyone.

DEIOIDION: - vou —- are you a member of the A
and B?

DISIONRIR): Yo, sir.

DEIDIDION: Ckav. I mean with hindsight, being

20/20 we're talking about this a little bit. What do you think
was, frankly I mean, what could we have done different about this
mishap? I mean obviously you thought about it.

RDIDIONOID): ves, sir. So I think some of it goes back
to -- so our, you know, our total aircrew flight time. So, you
know, I'm sure you have a copy of our hot board from the day of

the mishap.

DIEIONDION T o
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BISIOHOIR): You know, I have a copy on my bulletin board

that I look at pretty frequently. And that just to remind me
that we're not as good as we think we are and it's due to the
fact that we don't have the flight time and the proficiency.

So, you know five hours in 30 days is abysmal.

EMSNNCIDM  -c chot how neny hovro [N

DISIONRID): @ - without it in front of me, I know the

entire -- the average across the squadron was very low. You
know, I don't remember what it was. I know I was a high man and
I was around 10 hours, because I had been flying a little more
because I was in this work-up event. But across, you know,
across the squadron when your average is, you know, five hours.

And there's -- I feel like there's so many things that
play into the reason that our hours were low that it's more than
can really be discussed. Systemic -- probably systemic things,
like all kinds of things that lead to that low flight time.

But, being dealt the hand of the low flight time when
we were -- looking back at it, I do not think that I would change
anything that we did. Anything that we planned, you know,
hindsight being 20/20 there's -- given the same problem, I don't
think that I could solve it -- that I would solve it very

differently than the way we solve the problem that we had.

EISNONDICNNN - )y, Thanks.
DI i
RDEINIDIOE: udge, will you swear him out?
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[_ was warned, sworn, and excused.]
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DIEIDICICE: Ckav- Ve're on the record. I'm m
_, it's 1120, on Wednesday, the 23rd of January, 2019.
Present in the room are _, M
_, and court reporter, _

We are interviewing _ via FA, all weather,
242. DISISHOIOE - casc state your full name, spelling your
last name for the record.
DISICACICNN

DG DIEENOIN . - o vou o by,

_ F What's your first name?

CISIOIOIONN - _

DEIIDIOE: 't - do you go by F?

L TR AR

DRI - O ay £ 1 call you F?

DISIGECION: "hac's fine, sir. )@

DRI : | don't want to call you _ Is

that what m means?

(6)

DISIONDION - v do they call you [N

(6)

DEEIDIDIONN: (- 's the standard new-guy call sign. He was
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F as well.
©)
DISIONCIONNN O- o vou ouve are Like EESNENENEN oo

_. It's, like, _ is what they call the new
guys at 2427

_: Yes, sir.

DRI : our family calls you F, so I'm going

(b) (6)
to call you F

Yo@)’@gn call me _ or sir, okay?

So, F, what 1s your military occupational speciality?
ﬂ: I am a 7523. I'm a pilot.
DEEIOHDION: Ckay- You're a hornet pilot. And where

were you trained?
DIEIOHOIONN : ircmar, BMFAT 101.
DEISIDIONE: 'hcn did you complete 1012
DIEIDEDION: [ lcoft 101 in May of last year?
DISIONICNN -y of 160
RDIEIDIOION: ''hen did you check into the BAT?
DEIOIDIONN: u.v of '18.
DEISIDIONE: ulv of '18. Who was your commanding

officer when you checked in?

EISNDNDIONN e T checked in it was [ENENNENSENN
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sir.
DO DISIONOIONE o the CO already.
Awesome.

How many hours do you have in the hornet at 2427

DIEIOHDION : .- 242, roughly fifteen.

DIEIDIDION: " tecen hours. So you've been in a
squadron for seven months and you've logged fifteen hours.

D

DEEIDIDIOE : V'crc vou medically 1112

DIEICHOION: ovc vou been disqualified from flight?

EISIONOICN o, ci:.

DEEIDHDION: '-king extensive personal leave?

DEINICIOE: /by is it that you only have fifteen

hours and you're required to fly fifteen hours a month. You've been
here for seven months, so you should have like -- I don't know, Math
for Marines -- like one hundred hours.

DIEIOHDION: Our jets have had some maintenance
difficulties. I was able to -- I arrived here in July and we went
to Australia right away. But as a guy who had only been here for a

couple of days, I was -- my role at the time was to be an ODEO. And
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so that was what I did. So I was not qualified to fly any ELFs.
There wasn't any focus or time to do unit level training for me. So
for the majority of our time in Aurstralia, I did not fly.

I got some currency fights and then a couple of codes
around the end of our time there. But then I was in our RBE for
five or so weeks afterwards trying to get the jets back to Japan
from Australia. After that, I went to ground safety school in
October at Camp Pendleton. I was back here in the beginning of
November. I took time off to go home for Christmas at the end of
December and I have been back here since then. I flew twice on
Saturday. That was the first time I had flown in 54.

DISIONOIONNN : Ok -
Where were you in December of 20187
_: I was here, sir.
DIEIDIDIOE: D d vou participate in the LFE -- or

there UFT rather?

DIEIOHOION: ot as a pilot. I was a designated ODO for

the night shift. I was the ODO at the time of the mishap.

DIEISHDION : C<av- So you took over from the person
that's called _, E So you took over from E at

. (A), (M),
about what time on the 5th? (b) b)
(6) (6)

DISIOHOION: ‘:cobably right around 2200 that night, sir.
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DIEISHOION : 0200, which is -- I don't have the flight

schedule in front of me. But that seems to closely approximate the
brief time that the mishap occurred.
Does that sound about right?

DIEIOHOION: Ycs, sir. They were -- I beleive they had
just begun briefing as I arrived.

DEIOHDION : Ckay- Did they brief in the ready room?

DIEICHOION: o VNot that I was a witness to.

DIEIDIDION: o they went to a briefing space or some

other space to brief.

Okay. As the 0ODO, how many flight hours did you have in
the hornet when you were standing ODO at the mishap -- in the
squadron. Sorry. How many flight hours did you have when you were

standing duty in December of 187

DIEIDIDION: :oout twelve.

DIEIOIDION : _oout twelve hours. And in those twelve
hours, how many times have you done air refueling?

EISICNOION - o

DIEISHDIONE: o'c vou ever done air refueling?

DIEIOHOION: 'cs- [ did. I tanked off of a C130 twice in

101.

DEIDIDION: -  and one day flight and one night
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flight?

DIEIDEDIO: D:v and night for both event.
DEINIOIOE: Ckay. Did you wear night-vision goggles?
DIEIOHDIOE: o sir. I was not aided.
DEEIDIDION: o vou did a night unaided and obviously

a day tanker fuel. And that was how long ago? Like nine months
ago?

DISIOHOION : .ctually, probably a little longer than that,

sir.

DEISIDIONE: o navbe a year ago?

So what are some of the ODO responsibility at 242? When
you stand ODO, like, what's your job? How would you describe the
role of the operations duty officer?

DIESIOHOION: cc rmeintain the weather and the NOTAM's and
make sure that's up to date. Make sure that we know the status of
the devert fields as well as ground field. If there are anything
applicable that the aircrew knows that. Coordinating range space
and coordinating other units that are going to be in that range
space. The main thing is to keep the flight schedule moving. So
when Jjets come back, whether they're going to hop in or hop seat or
if they're going to go in, and if there is going to be flexing with

maintenance. Working with maintenance and then maintaining constant
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communication control on any updates or changes that are coming.

That would be it in a nutshell, sir.

DEINIDIOE: o many times have you stood ODO at 2427
DIEIOHOION: ©uite @ few times, especially in Australia.

I would probably say 25 to 30 times.

DEEIDIIOE: D d vou maintain the original flight
schedule as the 0DO?

DISIONDIONN : oo, oit

DIEINIDION: 'hot are some of the things that you put
on that flight schedule?

DIEIOHOION: .ctual take-off and landing times. If there
is something that comes back that's different or that they want
noted, you'll do that. But mostly just in red ink the actual time
they took off and the actual time they landed. And then, that will
go in a folder with the NAFLERE** that the aircrew bring inside.

DIEIOHDION: /o - vou ever on when there was a flight

schedule change?

If there was any kind of change then we'd ask for CO, XO,

or OPSO approval.

DEIDIDION: 'l me about how you documented that.
DIEIOHOION: (© somebody -- if there was going to be an
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aircrew change or something like that we would put it in red on the
flight schedule that is on the TV, so the digital copy. And I would
say "needs approval". And then, the first of those three that I
saw, 1s "this okay with you?"
And then, whoever that person was I would say XO approved

or OPSO approved.

DIEISHOIONE: ' - vou surprised to learn that at two
a.m. that the mishap aircrew were conducting air refueling?

DISIONOIONNNN: Vs, sit.

DISIONDION v i that:

DIEICHOION: | o not aware when the flight schedule came

out that we were going to be doing that. I told the AMB this when T
interviewed with them. I --

DEICIDIONE: o pefore we -- stop. Any discussions
with AMB, you have to realize that statement is priveledged and

we're not asking you to talk about anything you discussed with AMB.

DISIONDIONN : -

DIEIDIDIONE: o1, he can tell us what he told the
AMB. But he can't tell us what he discussed with AMB.

DEISIDIONEE:  ou don't have to.

DIEDIDIOIONN: COkey. That's fine.

DIEIOHDION : ou'rec not suspected of any misconduct.
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Don't be defensive.

DIEIDEDION: 'his is honestly a point that I've thought a

lot about. I didn't know that they were going to be tanking that

night until I got there. And I don't actually remember how I found

out. I think it was Jjust a conversation.

DEINIRIOE: o vhen you assumed ODO, you said at 2200
you took over the deck, or there about. You did a turnover with
Jim.

And what did he tell you?

DIEIOHOION: 'h:t night have been. I don't remember the
conversation super well. I don't think there was -- I don't think
it was a long one. But I have to assume that's when I foumd out
that we were going to be tanking because I knew they were going to
be tanking when they were out there. But I cannot tell you exactly
when I found out. And I know that -- I only know now. 1In
retrospect, I wasn't on the flight schedule and it was something, I
guess, that got added later. I don't know how that process went.

DEIDIDION: o veah. I mean that's what we're
getting at. So was the TNR code for night systems air refueling on
the flight schedule?

_: I don't know about the actual TNR code. But

at the bottom, there would normally be an air refueling.
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DEICIDION: » che flight note?

_: In the flight note, coordinate _, this
person this phone number. There wasn't anything there.

DIEICHOION : Ckav- So you're on the desk. At
midnight, they start the jets. And then, a few minutes after that
give you an outbound call and they take off at about one a.m., or
whenever that shows.

What do you think they were going to do?

RDIDIDEOIOE: 'hcv were going to go turn circles in the

intrasouth tank. Turn circles and come home.
DIEISHDIONE : Ckavy- At that time, when they called you
telling you that they were taking off, you understood that they were

going to the tanker?

RDEIDIDIOE: ''h:ot on the flight schedule document that
you were maintaining as the ODO reflected that?

DISIOHOION: | con't think I put anything on the flight
schedules, sir. It didn't click for me until later that it wasn't
on there.

DIEGEOE i DO - EISESNDION -

mishap section leader -- is he senior to you?

EISNDNDEONNNN ‘o sir. Ouite a bit.

10
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DEEISIDIONE: C<ay- Would you consider him to be a
more experienced F-18 pilot than you?

EISIONOION - v<c, sir

DIEICHDIONE : ''ould you consider him to be more
experienced about how things go at 242 than you?

DISIONOION oc. cir

DIEICHDIONE : ''ould you expect him to offer you
instruction on things like a flight schedule change?

EICIONCNON : -c ci:.

DIEISHDION: D he ask you to add a tanker code to

the flight schedule?

_: No, sir. I did not interact with the aircrew

that night.

DISIONDIONNNN :  co vou didn't talk o [ENENNSNSE
until you talked to him on the radio when he called outbound.

Is that the only time you saw him?

DIEIOHOION: 'h:ot was the only time I interacted with him
until the proposed mishap, sir. And their engines were on at 1201.

EISIONOIONN :  O<-

DIEIOHOION: 'h:t was a note that was brought down. There

was a Japanese holiday on for fourth.

DIEIOHDION : - 'cranese holiday is what you were told?

11
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DIEIOHOION: 'hcrc was a Japanese holiday on the fourth so

there was a note that had come down somewhere that engines would be

on at 1201 becaues it was not the fourth anymore.

EISIONOICN O

DIEIOHOION: .d they turned them on exactly as I expected
them to be.

DEIOIDION: - fourth or the fifth.

DIIOHOION: ' sorry. The day of the mishap. There was

a Japanese holiday.

DEICHDIONE : C<av- So let's go to the mishap a little
bit. So you're sitting at the ODO desk and you get a call from
CISIONOICEN

DIDIOHOION: o That was not the first thing that
happened.

RDEIDEDIO: 1! nme the first thing that happened.

DIEIOHODION: 'hc first thing that happened was -- so I --

we had secured the ready room and I had a SIM the next day so I had
a JUMPS computer in front of me. And so --

DIEISHDION : ''hcn vou say, "secure the ready room," do
you mean like cleaning it up for the night?

DIDIDIDION: cke it a secure space.

DISEONOION - O -

12
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DIEIOHOION: 'c nade it a secure space. So we had a SIPR

computer and a JUMPS machine out there. And so, I was studying. I
got a phone call from a [ISESEGION =t Langley Air Force Base and
he said that there was an ejection seat beacon going off. And he
assumed that it had accidently been tripped by maintenance
downstairs and he wanted help tracking it so he could turn it off.

I said, "okay," and he read it out to me. He read the

serial number and then the aircraft BUNO and then the aircraft 11.

DEINIDIOE: ''hich is the mishap aircraft?
DIEIOHOION: | cold him that it was fine. And so, there

was a change in voice and he said that you need to get in touch with
them then.

And so, the first thing that I did after I hung up with
him is -- [(DISISHOIONENEEEEEE - - DIDIOEOIOE c:c the othr two
aircrew that were there that night. They were just on the night
shift, but they didn't have any scheduled events that day. But I
went out to the hallway and said, "_, I think we have a
problem," and I told him what the phone call had just been. And he

said, "Oh, shit. That's not good. We need to call them." I said,

"Okay- \AJ
We got on the phone and tried tower. We got transferred
to NOF. I think it was a proach and whitesnake is the controling
13
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agency out there. And they all sit in the same room.

So a couple of things simultaniously happened after that.
We got on the phone with SR  Thev are receiving the initial
emergency mayday call from [QISESICION 2t the same time, and at
about the same moment, the same Sergeant from Langley calls back and

there is another sea beacon going off and it corresponds to the AFT

seat in the same aircraft. So that was pretty much out cue that
something was definitely wrong. We told them to activate the crash
alarm. Then we went from there.

DEISHDION : C<av- How long did you stay on duty?
DISICHOION: | surprose I got off the desk at around 1130

the next morning.

DIEIDHDION: o vou were there for the whole search

and rescue stuff?

DIEIDEDION: | insisted on staying as long as they'd let

me .
DEISIDION: C<cy- What time did your CO come in?
DIEIDEOIONN: o if the mishap had happened at, like, 1:42,
he I think was in roughly an hour or so afterwards. The XO and the

ASO were there before he was, so they were the first ones to get

there.

But, pretty much, everyone was there by, I suppose, maybe
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R Ry
RDIDIDEOION: G-But that's just a guess. I'm not sure if

that number is right.

DIEISHDIONE: ''ho vere you guys communicating with at

the MAG?

DIEIOHOION: 'hc VYAG has set up a war room. And so, they
had it from the yellow team, so there were people there already. So
there was a chief warrant officer -- I believe his name was M
B ¢ he was the war room coordinator(Gghere.

So he was the person who I ended up speaking to, you know,
most of the time throughout the night.

DEISIDION: "'t kind of information were you two

exchanging?

RDIDIDEOION: cCoordination efforts on search and rescue.
And then, as time went on they started wanting to talk about CACO
things. Those are really kind of the main things, but search and

rescue was my big focus.

EISEDNDICNNN - o ccll ne about that.
EISNDNDIONNNN o 1 ves on the phone with [SNSNRNEN pretty

often with the radar room at proach. I was talking to a pair of

civilians over there. I believe _ was the civilian in
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charge there. He was having a hell of a time --

RDIEIDIDION: o vou know how to spell his name by
chance?
DISIGNDIONN : oc -
CISIONOICNNN M?
ENSHONONONNN. | NN - ¢ cor't know if chis is
b
one-hundred percent a)(ccurate -- but F, F
3
P R
(
_:')A He was the guy I talked to most of the time.

And he was the persoq I told to activate the crach alarm and start

b
working on the search) and rescue assets.

(

There were %ultiple false alarms as the night went on of

there's a bird flying when there was not. Now there is. Actually,

we're just kidding. There's not.

DEINIDIOE: | can, what do you mean by that?
DISIOHOION: ''c Pboth got false reports from radar that a

Japanese SARR asset had taken off and it was not true. I believe it
was 4:06 in the morning that an actual SARR asset took off from an
airfield in Fukuoka. And they were the first to respond.

DIEICHDIONE: o cdo you believe the ejection was about

0142
_: 0142 to 46. I believe at 47 was when is when
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I got the first phone call. And, yeah, it took about two hours to

get an asset airborne.

_: So that would be about 034772
_: 0406 I believe is when the actual -- we

actually got a phone call that the aircraft took off. It was a 60
out of an airfield near Fukuoka.

DIEISHDION : C<av- And what kind of information do

you think maybe have been passed about location?

RDIEIDEDION: 'c had a lot long that [(DISESHCIONN -:C
passed. And we had pushed that up, so I'm sure that they had that.
And then, he had stayed on station. And I believe they thought they
had seen a strobe and they were trying to get a lat long. So I
think we had two at that point. I think we had three by the end of
the night.

Somebody from Scott Air Force Base called with a lat long
associated with a beacon. But, by then, we had two. We had the
initial one and then one where they thought they had seen a strobe.

I don't know this for sure. I never, actually, a singlee
time directly communicated with a CHASDIV SARR asset. Later on in
the night, I'll talk to a CHASDIV COC person. But that was it and
that was not until much later.

So I think that they got that information. They went to
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the right area and they started searching.

DEINIDIOE: ''hot time do you think they found m
N -
DISIGNGIONN -y found EESNGNUNGNEN -: -round 0600. So

I'm sure they had found him 20 to 30 minutes before that. So that

was when we got that phone call.

DISIONION  -c olcc
DIEIOHOION: <o multiple false alarms. They do get the

SARR asset airborne. I don't know what kind of alert status they
were on or like what they knew about our ULT training or our flight
schedules. They eventually get out there.

RDIEIDECDIOE: our body language communicates that

you're surprised it took basically five hours from ejection until

recovery on [DISESHCIONN
Is that fair?
DIEIOHDION: curprised could be one word.
DEISIDIONE: O raybe disappointed?
DIDIDIDIONN: rustrated. Disappointed. That was my main

focus. That night and I'll admit that I've never had a scenario
like this before. I had always kind of just thought that a SARR
could be taking off ten minutes after we get the call and I don't
think that's realistic, especially in hindsight. And I don't think
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it was realistic that night. I don't know this for sure but I think
that the crew that took off were taken out of bed and told take off
and go fly. I don't know that for sure, but that's what it seemed
like with the timeline. So, yeah, that was my focus. Getting SARR
assets and getting a SAR aircraft airborne. And, yeah, it took way

too long. So, yeah, frustrated, I would certainly say.

DISIONIONN  =c cine vo: ISIONONGNENE ound?

DIEIOHOION: | think he was found a little bit before
noon. Probably around 11:30 or so.

DEICIDIONEE: - same day?

DIEIOHDION: 'hc seme day. Yes, sir.

RDIEIDIDION: o vou feel like you remained on duty

until W was located?

_: I was there until they, and as I watched as
they went through the efforts that they did to pick him up.
DEEISIDION: 't do you mean, "you watched?"
DIEIOHOION: 'hcre was a SIPR chat going?
DIEIDIOION: 2 d vwithout discussing classified

information, you observed in the chat that one asset had located him
and another asset was trying to extract.

Is that what you're trying to talk about?

_: Yeah. One asset had seen him and did not
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respond to a hoist.

_: Were those airborne assets?
_: I believe that was an airborne asset. It was

a helicopter that found him. And I tried to drop a hoist to him,
but did not have a rescue swimmer? So they were not able to pick
him up because he did not respond to that. So I believe a Japanese
destroyer went and actually picked him up.

DIEISHOIONE: o let me say back to you what I think
you said.

You said you think a helicopter found him. Probably a

Japanese 60. And you think it lowered a cable to him and he was
floating on the surface of the water unresponsive in some way,
deceased or unconscious or something.

_: Yes, sir. That's how I believe the course of

events went.

DIEIOHDION : ¢ vou believe that airborne asset
communicated with the surface asset.

And what do you believe the surface asset did?

DISIOHOION: | clieve the probably dropped some kind of
boat to go and pick him up and bring him back to the main ship.

EISIONOIONN : Ok -

DEISIDIONE: o vou remember the timeline? Do you

20

Enclosure 131



remember when the helicopter arrived and tried to drop the hoist?

DIEIDEDION: ''c vere getting -- our information was
roughly 20 minutes old by time we were getting it.

P R

DISIOHOION: <o [ would guess that about 11:00 o'clock is

when they first found him and tried to drop a hoist. And probably
about 11:30 --

DIEICHDION: o the destroyer was already on its way

out there?

DIEDIOHOION: 'hc destroyer was out there. I don't know
exactly where it was.

DEININIOE: (¢ ves only about 30 minutes before -

DIEIOHDION: 'c:h- It was not very long.

T R

DIEIDEDION: 2d then, the ship went out to actually get

him. I believe there were three Japanese destroyers that I read
later that were out there.

DEINIDIONE: Okav. And you feel like the 60 didn't

have a SAR swimmer on board?

_: Yes, sir. That's what I believe. Based on

my understanding, they dropped a hoist. They didn't have a SAR

swimmer on board.
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_: The 60 didn't have a SAR swimmer on

board?

_: Yes, sir. That's what I believe. Based on
my understanding, they dropped a hoist and when they dropped the
hoist he didn't respond to it. So they couldn't effect the pick up
if they had a swimmer.

DEISHDION : Ckav- VYou said earlier that you were
surprised to learn that they were doing tanking that night. And
then, later you told me that you knew they were going to the tanker
when you were the ODO. So let me ask the question in a different
way.

Is it because air refueling at that time of day was not
briefed when you guys briefed the whole exercise? Why did you say
that? Why did you say you're surprised and then later you said you
weren't?

I don't think you're lying. I'm just trying to think at
one point you were surprised that they were going to the tanker and
at another point you understood that they were going to the tanker.

So why did you have one perspective at one time and then
another perspective at and then a different perspective at a

different time?

DIEIOHDION: cc =t one point -- at the actual time, it did
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cross my mind that it was weird that they were going to the tanker.

That didn't strike me as odd because that is a normal part of

operations, going to the tanker. I didn't realize that it wasn't on
the flight schedule. I was surprised later when I interview with
AMB -- that they said it was not on the flight schedule. And they

gave me the flight schedule because I had thought, okay. I knew
they were tanking. I must have been on the flight schedule. And
then, I looked at it was like, okay. That can't be true because
it's not on the schedule. And so, that was when I was surprised and
that's when I started to think back like how did I find out then
that they were tanking. And I think it must have been that either
in the turnover or just in conversation that I heard that they were
doing it. So at the time, it didn't really cross my mind. It was
later when I saw, kind of, the more complete picture that I was
surprised.

DIEIDHDION: ''hcn the exercise was briefed, did you
attend a confirmation brief before or did you have any squadron like

ULT overview brief?

DISIONOIONN :  h-c doy vas that:
RDIDIDHOION: ' cuess that would have been the previous

Wednesday or Thursday before it started.
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DEICIDION: D they talk about night air refueling?

DIDIDEOION: ot that I recall, sir.

DIEIDEDIOE: D d they tell you that you would be the
late night 0ODO?

_: Yes, sir. They did.

DIEEIDIDION: o vou had several days notice to adjust
your circadian rhythm to working the late shift?

DIEIOHOION: 'c did get several days. I believe the brief
was on Thursday. We had an event that we all had to be at on Friday

morning. So we all, from what I understand --

DIEICHOION: ke = squadron formation or what?

DIEIDEDIOE: [ vaos not a formation. But it was something
we were all supposed to be at.

DISIONIONN O

DIEIDEDION: [ do remember that I couldn't start adjusting

over until Saturday. So Saturday, Sunday. And then, Monday,
Tuesday, we were switching over. And, I guess, that would have been
Thursday night, so Wednesday night as well. So we had about five
days to start.

DIEICHDION: /o there any discussion about ambian or

any kind of sleep aids?
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DISIONDIONNNNNN : T<ll ne cbout that.
DIDIDEDION: ''c vere denied our request from any kind of

sleep aids from the AMSO. And the AMSO -- or not the AMSO. Our
flight doc.

DIEICHDIONE: o vou asked the flight surgeon, hey man.

Can we get some ambian and he said what?

_: He said, no. And I believe he gave
justification, I believe, right out of the book that this was --
RDIEIDIDION: o :long the lines of not authorized?
DIDIOHOION: ot authorized by the MAG.
DEISIDIONEEE : Okcv- Who actually put in the request

with the flight surgeon?

_: There was never, like, an official request.
There were people asking him.

DRI : o vwas asking him?

DEISIDIOE: D¢ vou ask him?

DIEICHOION: | didn't ask him. I wasn't flying. T knew I

wasn't flying. So I didn't feel a sense of urgency. I don't

exactly remember who would have asked.

EISIONOIOR - ouecc?
DIEIDIOION: 0o vou think the aircrew that were flying

might have asked?
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DIDIDEDION: ‘Gossibly.

DIEIDIDION : (ov did you hear about the request?
DIEIDIDIOE: - vas on WhatsApp.
DEISIDIONEE: o vou guys have a big squadon

WhatsApp chain? So if you look at your WhatsApp chain, you would be
able to tell us who was asking. All right. Can you do that and get

back to us?

DISIONDION - <<
T A
DIEIOHOION : coing off the flight schedules, was it

your understanding that either the CO, X0, or OPSO could all approve

changes in the schedule?

DIEICHOIONE 0 (ov often did you get XO or OPSO approval

in your time at the BFA-2427

_: It wasn't common, but it wasn't unheard of
either.

DISICNCIOR O

DIEIOHDION: . time that -- it would generally be an

aircrew change. If somebody had something else on their schedule
and they needed a replacement, then that would require approval.

But it wouldn't be, it would generally not be that difficult to get
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because it was pretty cut-and-dry.

DIEIDIDIOE: ou said you did interact with the mishap
flight crew or the other mishap aircraft the night of the incident.
Is that normal? Did you interact with them the nights before?

EESIONOION :  Ur-ho.

DEINIDIOE: ''hot did you guys talk about the nights
before? How did they seem?

DIEIOHOION: cc ve vwere -- we didn't have much to do.

It's hard to do your ground job when no one else's work sometimes.

And we were Jjust there to be adjusting.

DISICRICNN O
DIEIDEDION: 'hcre was definitely talk of, you know, the

witching hour around midnight to two a.m., people were tired and we
were all trying to adjust. So that was in conversation. You know,
I had a long talk withiSECIENOIONI :-out our girlfriends and
personal lives. You know, that was really the last time I got to
talk with him. So we were all just, kind of, shooting-the-shit and
hanging out, waiting for the night to go by.

DISIONDION o i [DISEDNONON -oc bic
relationship with his [ESHIIGE

_: They were really good.

DEISIDIONE: /o she out in Iwakuni when this
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happened?
e R
DEINIRIOE: 'hcre was she visiting from?
EISIONOIOR— -
DIDIDEDION: cShc vas in town and I don't know where her

permanent residence is. I know she's back in F

DIEISHOIONE: /o he upset that he had to run
twenty-four hour ops during her visit?

DIEIOHOION: o I don't think so. did.

DISICRICNN O

DIEDIDEDION: cShc vas here for -- she actually had like a

one-year student visa. They weren't pressed for time.

DEEIOIDION: C<av- Did questions or talk come up
about go-no pills during your talks the nights previous?
_: With him and I or, well, with anyone?
DEICHDION: 'ith anyone in the aircrew.
DIDIDHDIONN: 'coh- People were talking about it. Like,

it'd be nice to get some Ambian so that way I can sleep later during

this time of the day. So I could stay awake at night.

DEIDIDION: D d anyone discuss that they had Ambian

or that they were taking Ambian-?
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DIEIDIDION : O that they were coming up with other
ways to go to sleep?

RDIDIDHDIONN: Vot that T recall.

DIEICHDION : D ic reople usually brief in the ready

room, where you're posted as ODO pre-flight?

DIEIOHOION: o We didn't. They would brief in briefing
spaces.

RDEINIDION: ou said post mishap you had a
conversation with [ISEISIONN

What was that conversation?

DIEIDEDIO: [ didn't really have a conversation with him
one-on one.

EISIONIC O

DIEIDEDIOE: Did I say that?

DEISIDION: 'cch- You just mentioned post-mishap you
had a convo with [DISESICIONN -

DIEIDHOIONN: 'c talked on the radio. Part of the timeline

was getting an initial call from NS 2 they were coming

back.

DISICNCIOR Oy
DISIOHOION: ''hcn they were coming back we got a report
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from them. But, no. That night we didn't have a chance to talk

one-one-one. I was busy and so was he.

EISIONDION - vov cidn't talk with [IEEONONGEE o

M or anybody from the mishap?

© SISO o no- Sene thing.  |NSNGNGNGEE =c back

as well, but I was running as fast as I could, talking on the phone,
getting SAR assets moving. Talking to radar and seeing where they
are on their scope.

And then, DISESHEIONN c oets picked up. He gets
flown. They stop at a field in southern Japan to refuel and then
they come back to Iwakuni. He goes to the hospital. I finally went
home, I guess, around 4, 3 or 4, that day. And then I came back to

work at like 5:30 because I thought we were going to keep working,

but there wasn't much to do. So I came back to work and there was a
group of people in our squadron bar and he was there. But he was
there in civilian clothing. He didn't have a lot of -- he didn't

really have any bandages on him. And that was the first time that

we had spoken at all.

EISIONDION co vou had spoken to NENMNUNGNE <

day after the mishap?

DIEDIDHOIONN: o actually no. Let me take that back. He

called us. He borrowed a Japanese person's cell phone and he called
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the ready room.

T R
DIDIDEOION: .d he gave us a report of what he'd

experienced. And then he asked, were we the only aircraft that went
down? And I said, no, you weren't. And then he asked if they found

E and I said, no, they're still looking.

(A),
(b)
(6)

recall it was 5 to 10 minutes. And then, he left because they were

So he called us. We talked for about 10 or 15 -- no, as I

ready to take off again. He said that he would call as they were
about to get airborne. And he called us again just to say we're
leaving. We're coming to Iwakuni.

DEINIDIOE: o vou remember what you guys talked

about in those 5 to 10 minutes, the details?

DISIOHOION: Ycoh- He called. We had been looking for
him, we had been looking for F all morning. And we knew he had
been picked up, but then he calls. He goes, "Hey, it's F."

I'm like okay, this is extremely surreal. And he asks, "Are we the
only plane that went down?" And I said, "No."

"Did they finw I said, "No. They're still looking.
Can you tell me anythingwthat you remember?"

And I believe the XO and also the ASO were there.

He said he thinks his arm is broken. He's not sure what
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happened. He landed in the water. I think he said he started
trying to swim to a light and he realized it was going to be too far
away. So he stopped. He says he doesn't remember the wind being
very strong, so he thought that him and SISESECION cou1d not
have landed too far away from each other.

And then I think he said something about when he was in
the helicopter, the CHASDIV helicopter, they -- he was fighting
through the language barrier. But he thought he heard one of the
crewmen say they found him and that they were working on picking him
up. And I don't think that was ultimately true, but that was what
his impression was in the moment.

DI : O<:v- ZAnvthing additional when you

spoke to him at the bar?

DIEIOHOION : Vot really. I'm just glad you're okay. I
can't believe you're here.

O

DIEICHOION: ' not sure there is anything else we

need from you F?
DISIOEOIGE : [ hcrc anvthing else you would like

to add or talk about?

DIEIDIODION: | vish we had a closer relationship with the

CHASDIV, especially as our only search and seizure asset on this
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base. I've only been here six months and I have a scan that's about
two inches wide. But it seems to me like they live on their side of
the base and we live on our side of the base, and yet we are putting
out lives in their hands. And I wish that we had a closer
relationship with them.

Like, I'm actually working on -- I would like to go take a
tour of their squadron and them come take a tour of ours just so we
know each other as people. 1It's not like -- because when we tried
to make direct contact with them, [(SISISESISIN thc 250, drove over
to their squadron hanger and couldn't get through the fence. And
there is a phone number we have there, but we never directly talked
to the local CHASDIV search and rescue squadron here as far as I
know. And if I could do this again, I would cut out the middle man,
which was radar in this case. And I would be talking to them
directly. But I don't think we have a relationship with them where
that would be normal.

DEIOIDION: -c vou ever known 242 to cancel a
flight event for ORM considerations? Like when you were in
Australia or something did you ever see a flight lead or a senior
respected member of the squadron just say hey, we're not doing that.
It's too much and too hard. It's too hazardous. Any stories of
anything like that happening-?
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_: Not that I recall. But I could see that

happening. I could also definitely see that being a possibility as

the schedule is being signed.

DISIONOIONNN  =c o vou mean?
DISIOHOION: | could see —- because there's quite a few

eyes that look at the schedule before it gets signed and published.
And I've seen it have to go back and get redone before from people
who have brought up concerns. And a lot of times it's this aircrew

that's had X, Y, and Z the previous few days for preregs.

DIEIOHOION : o vou work as a schedule writer?
DIEIOHOION: o sir. I don't. And so my exposure to

that is very limited. That's very antidotal.

DEISHDION : "1t is your ground job in the squadron?

You said safety, right?

DIDIDEDION: ' the NATOPS officer and the ground safety

officer.
DISEONDNONNNNN - O, NATOPS and safety.
Have you ever been in air spaces and doss when the daily

schedule writer was bringing the schedule by?

DEIDIDION: 'l me about that process.
DISIOHOION: ¢ is looking for the DOSS. The DOSS will

34

Enclosure 131



look it over and say if he's okay with it or not.

_: What tools does the DOSS use to determine

if it's okay or not?

DIEIOHOION: You'd have to ask him. I'm sure he uses the
hotboard and he'll ask questions. But you'll have to ask him, sir.
actually, DISISHOIONEEE o thc DOSS that I had worked
for and before him was [FISEIESEINEGE

DIEISHOION: C<av- So how many months have you been
with this squadron?

DIEIOHDION: cince July of last year.

DIEIDHDIONE: ''hcn did they start calling you F?

(6)

DIEIDEDIOE: 'hc day that T arrived.

DEIDHDION : . d that's standard for everybody?

_: Yes, sir. It is.

DIEIDEOIOE: 'hcn do they stop calling you m?

(6)

DIISHOION: ''herever you earn a call sign.

DIEICHDION : o long does it normally take to earn a
call sign in your observation?

DISIOHOION: r:obably six months. I think I'm a little
bit longer than average. But you do something silly in the jet.
You know how it is, sir. You do something silly and you get a call
sign that's not meant to be endearing or complimentary.
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DIEISHOION : ov meny guys in the squadron right now
are referred to as [FISEIEE -

DEINIDIOE: "o Vyself and [QISIDERIOE - 2d ve will
get a third one next week, I think.

DEEISIDIONE: . d do you plan on calling him F?

®)

DISIGNONONN - -’ oo QNN <

DEEISHDION : . what's the purpose of calling him
_? Why would you want to call him _?

DIEIDEDION: 'h:ot's just the squadron tradition, sir.

DEEISIDIONE : Ckavy- Anything else?

DISIONOICR . rioh:.
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_; It's about 1505 on Wednesday, the 23 of
January, 2019. I am _, assisted by staff
judge advocate, [(DISISHCIONENNEEEEEEEEEE - ¢ court reporter,
DEEIDIDIOE o 'rc here to interview -- is it M?

DEIOICIONN: s it ©

DERINIOEEEE: DIEIDNOIOEN -lcase state your full
name for the record, spelling your last.

DEISIDIOEE: ¢ what do you go by?

RISISICIONN M or my call sign?

e

DIDIDEDIONN : v call sign is _

CISICRCICNN RISIAND

_: Yes, sir.

DEIOIDIOE: "1t does that mean?

RDIDIDEOIONN: (:'s not the most appropriate story for this
room?

DEIINIOE: Ckay. I'm just going to call you M,
okay, because I don't know what your call sign means and I wo@idn't
want to insult you by using it or mock you in any way.

You can call me M or sir. Whatever you want, okay?

DISIONDIONN : Ok-v-
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DEICIDION: ''hcn did you get your wings/.
T e

DEINIDION: 2013? Where at?
DIDIOHOIONN: [ ves in Kingsville.
DIEISHDIONE: 'hcre did you go to the FRS?
RDIDIDEOIONN: c:n Diego.

DI 10

_: Yes, sir.

RDEIDIDIOE: ''hcen did you finish that?
DISIOHOIONN: 2t the end of 2015.
e

DIDIOEOION: ' sorry. I think I got winged in 2011 to

tell you the truth. I don't really keep track, to be honest with
you. 2011 I got winged. And then, I got -- I went to the FRS and
finished at the end of 2015.

DIEIOHDION: - ook you four years to get you to the

FRS?

DIDIDHOIONN: Yo- To get my wings to go to primary. It took

me about three and a half years from the start -- from TBS to my

wings was about three and a half years.

DEIDIDION: ©kav. So what month and year did you get

your wings?

Enclosure 132



DISIOHOIONN: ~2uoust of -- oh my God, the year.

RISINICICIN M, am I stressing you out?

(D) (2) (7). (D) () | I(6P1lonestly don't remember right now.

DEIOIDIONE: "1t month and year did you complete the
FRS?

BISIGNDION. 2015

DIEISHDIONE : C<av- So you probably got your wings
about a year before that?

_: Yes, sir.

DEISIDION : Ckay- Let's go with that.

_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDEOIOE: ''hcn you completed the FRS, then what
happened?

_: After the FRS, I came straight here.

DEEIDIDIOE: Ckay. What month and year did you come
to Iwakuni?

DIEIOHOIONN: :oruary of 16.

DEININIOE: cnuary of '167

RDIDIDHDIONN: 'he 12th.

DIEICHOION : C<av- So you've been here for three

years?

DISIOHDIONN: COver three years. Yes, sir.

Enclosure 132



DIEICHOION : Ckavy- Cool. Did you go straight to 2427

_: Yes, sir.

DRI : 1o vas your commanding officer?

DEIOIDION: ''hat was your first job in the squadron?

DIDIDEOIONN: [ vas the NPCO and then the SKEZ officer.

DIEISHDION: o vou wrote the daily flight schedule?

_: Yes, sir.

_: That's a thankless job, isn't it/. How'd
you like that job-?

DISIOHOIONN: 'ou learn a lot about the workings of the
squadron itself because the imput from maintenance, operations,
safety, basically everyone coming together trying to make the
schedule happen.

RDIEIDEDION: 'hat's great. About how many hours do
you have in the hornet?

DISIGROIONN: (1

_: When -- what's your day job in the
squadron now?

DISIOHOIONN: light officer.

DEINIDION: o vou're still in ops?

_: Yes, sir.
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DIEIOHOION: o vou've been in ops for three years?

EISIONDIGNN: o, ci:.

DIEIDIOION: Okay. So you're SKEZO. Then what did
you do?

_: From SKEZO, I became the power line officer.
And then, I became the S-4a. And then, I was on an IA to the Middle

FEast. And then, became the flight officer this past December.

DIEICHOIONE : /1o sent you on an IA to the Middle East?

DISIONONONN : -t ves oncer NG
tenure.

DIEICHDIONE : ov long were you over there?

RDIEIDEDIONN: cix months.

DEIOIDIONE: ''hcre did you go?

DISIOHOIONN: cC:tar, or Qatar. However you want to pronounce

DEICIDION: ¢ vou work at the K-Hawk?
_: Yes, sir.

DEINIDIONE: o vas that?

_: To be honest, it was kind of boring. There

wasn't a lot to do as far as my billet. It was very easy.

EISIONION oot

DISIOHOIONN: -But I learned Afghanistan and Irag big-picture
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type stuff.

That's good. You have 400 hours in the

Hornet. 1I'd assume that you're night systems qualified?

0)) (). ) () ENES

DISICNION -t
EISIONDION :  Ove:

sir.
Are you a night systems instructor?
sir.

That's great. How long have you been an

year in November I got the qualification.
So 3 months ago or?
a year ago.
-- 147
sir. 14.

That's great. How many goggles hours do

you have do you think, roughly?

DISIOEEDIOE: © hink around 45 to 50.

how much do you have with

About 50 goggle hours and your an NSI?
sir.
Cool. Of those 50 goggle hours, roughly

the ANVS-9 and roughly how much with the

ANVS-11, or do you have any with the ANVS-117

DISIOHOIONN: [ vould say more with the 9s than the 1ls. But
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the NVCDs it's probably only 15 percent of my time.

EISIONION:  O:--

DIDIDHDIONN : 2t best.

DIEICHDION: o vou flew on the ANVS-9s for a while.
Is that because you didn't have the ANVS-11s yet?

_: That is correct, sir.

DEISIDION: o how -- when was the ANVS-11 introduced

to VMFA-2427

RDIDIDEOIONN: [ couldn't put an exact date on it. But as

soon as -- during Rino.

DIEISHDION: o in 'l17. Probably fall or spring of
'177?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEICHOIONE : o vou guys only had ANVS-1ls for only,
like, a year, a year and a half, right?

DISIOHOIONN: Vot super long. And not everybody had their
JHMCS helmet made as well. Because it slowly got -- it's a pretty
expensive system, so you've got to, like, have the helmet itself
available and cut to your face. And then, you can attach the 1ls to
it as well as the NVCDs.

DIEIDIOIONE: 0ccs cverybody in the squadron have

ANVS-11s?
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_: I'm not aware of that. I'm not sure.
DEIDIDIOE: Ckay. That's a good answer. Thank you.

So when you transition from the ANVS-9 to the ANVS-11 --

you said you had about 1500 goggle hours total and maybe about 40,
30 to 40 on the ANVS-9, what specific training did you get for the
ANVS-117

DISIOHODIONN: 'ou get briefed. So it's like a ground school
lecture.

RDIEIDIDIOE: ''ho provides that?

DISIOHOIONN: ' AMPSO does. They talk about it in their

classes. And then -- I don't remember if we actually got an NSI to
teach us about the ANVS-11ls. But it is in our night considerations

brief. We do speak about that.

DISIONDNONNNNNN : Tcll ne cbout that.
RDIDIDEOIONN: co the night considerations brief, it goes over

the pre-flight, some of the differences in the system; basically,
the differences in the blooming of the goggles and the focus of the
resolution of what you're actually going to see.

The ANVS-11ls -- because they're JHMCS capable -- it has an
extra attachment on the bottom right of the actual device itself.
So it blocks a little bit of your view if you're looking down at the

right side. So sometimes you have to kind of tilt your head a
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little in a weird way to actually see your instruments a little more
easily, sir. So basically, basic upkeep, pre-flight, how it works,
some issues you may run into.

There is an inversion issue as well. But that's pretty
easily solved. You just look through your HUD and it re-rights
itself. But obviously, that could cause illusions.

DIDIDEDION: o vou talked about a little thing
sticking out of the right eye. Is that the NDU, the night display
unit?

_: Well, I don't know what's actually inside of
it. It's probably, like, the hardware that actually runs it. So
it's just something that kind of hampers your vision a little bit.

DIEISHDION: ''h:ot's the size of this thing you're
talking about? Like the size of a 9-volt battery, the size of your
thumb, the size of dice?

DISIOHOIONN: :'s not really noticeable while you're in the
chair, sir.

DISEONDNON - O -

DISIOHOIONN: ke, you're just aware that you have to look

differently. But it's not anything that would not really like --

DIEIDIDION: 'hen you say "look differently," I think

you're talking about your undergoggle scan. Is that what you're
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talking about?

EISIONONONN . voc. it
DEIDIDIOE: Ckay. What about your under goggle

outside the cockpit scan? Would it affect that?

DISIOHOIONN: 'ou're probably going to have to tilt your head

up a little bit more on the right side.

DEISIDION: :ioht side. And what side is the HUD
display on? Also on the right?

DIDIOHOIONN: Ycs, it's only the right eye.

DIEIDHDION: G-ut it looks like both are right when

you're looking through it?

RDIDIDEOIONN: You can't really tell unless you close your

' EESEONOIONNN : O::v. hat about the performance

characteristics. As an NSI, what are the performance
characteristics differences between the 9 and the 117
_: With the 9, it helps -- well, one, they're

easier to pre-flight. So the system itself basically baselines you
at 20-20. So if you aren't 20-20, it's not going to be as good as
the 9s are because you can't actually focus it to your individual
eye issues if that makes sense.

But it helps with blooming. So say the actual C-130 is

10
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over blooming of the goggles itself when you get close to bright
lights. 1It's actually a lot more dim and you can see the aircraft a
lot better. That's really -- that and the ability to see the JHMCS
symbology is what makes it so much better.

It's a lot better weight. So the weight of it isn't as
far forward. So it's a little bit easier on your neck.

DEISHOIONE: "1t ebout performance at different light

levels -- 1is it more difficult or?

DIDIOEOIONN: [ vould say, for only my 50 hours on it, I

couldn't really tell you the difference.

DIEISHDION : 'ov ['m just saying as an NSI, when

you're teaching 1it?

DISIOHOIONN: [ vould say it's not noticeable under different

light conditions. They operate the same way.

_: There's no -- as an NSI, you wouldn't
give a class to note any performance differences between the ANVS-9
and ANVS-11 under different light level conditions. Is that what
your saying?

_: Yes, sir. Only with the blooming, that's the

only real difference.

DISIGECION: <o i lovw light, ANVS-1ls are just as

good as ANVS-9s?

11
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_: I believe so. Yes, sir. I don't notice

anything and --

DIEIDIDIOE: by do you believe that -- you said you

just don't notice any difference?

DISIOHOIONN: ' con't notice a difference. Yes, sir.

I would get back to the book.

DIEISHDION: G-ut vhen you're briefing it or when

you're going out to meet the new guy?

_: To be honest with you, I've never used my NSI

qualification because I got sent to Qatar right away.

DIEISHOIONE: o vou got your NSI and you got sent to
Qatar. But I mean, you're a current qualified NSI.

DISIOHOIONN: Vot according to the squadron right now.

DEISIDIONEE: 'c!! me about that.

RISIOHOIONN : Bccause I cannot take a new guy out in the

aircraft at night time because I'm not current enough in the

aircraft to do so.

DIEIDIOION: o many hours have you flown in the last

year?

EISIONDIONN - Ove: the last years

12
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DIEISIOION : (ov neny months -- okay. So when did you
get back from Qatar?

RDIDIDHOIONN: [ike October of this past year.

DIEISHDIONE: o like three months ago?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDEDION: o vou've been here for three months and
you've flown 8.5 hours?

DISIOHOIONN: cince this past January. So January of 2017 --
I'm sorry. Since January of '18 until now. About a year I've only

flown eight and a half hours in a jet.

DEIIDIONE: 'otal time?

_: Yes, sir.

_: And of that 13 months, you were gone for

six?

_: Yes, sir.

_: So in 7 months, you flew 8.5 hours.
Thirteen minus six is seven.

ISR -

DIEICHDIONE: » ' months of availability, you flew 8.5

hours?

DIDIDHOIONN: rart of that was the PTP training to actually

go to Qatar. I had to go to Okinawa to shoot the rifle. I missed a

13
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DET and the whole squadron was gone. It was like a weird period of

waiting for a spot at the rifle range while I was down in Okinawa.

DEINIDIOE: ''hich resulted in what?
DISIOHOIONN: 'ike @ month and a half delay of me actually

leaving for Qatar, and I didn't go to the DET, and I didn't fly at
all during that time because I was waiting for this rifle spot to
open.

DIEIGECICONE: O<:v. So vou're the "FlightO."

What does a "FlightO" do-?

DIDIOHOIONN:  vill secure range space for training. I try
to help out the training officer as far as the flow of the schedule
like who's going to be flying.

I basically try to take his plan and incorporate the range
space with what he wants to do. So if we're trying to accomplish
air-to-surface SORTYs, we're going to be reserving different ranges
that are required -- I guess it's kind of a dumb way to say it. If
we're doing air-to-air SORTYs, I would schedule over-the-water
landing airspace. Or if we're doing air-to-surface, it needs to Dbe
land. That sort of thing, you know. I try to see what he wants to

do in the future and try to schedule.

RDIEIDIDION: 1o locks on [inaudible]?
DISIOHDIONN: 't depends on the squadrons that are here.

14
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Worst case, we just try to do it internally.

DEEIDIDIOE: | con who in the squadron does it? Is
it you two?

DISIOHDIONN: Vostly it's the training officer.

DIEISHOIONE : "o locks on Tankers?

DIDIDEDIONN: 'hat would be my responsibility.

DIEIDHDION: D¢ vou expect them to go to the tanker

during the mishap?

RDIDIDEOIONN: | knew that they were probably going to go the
the tanker, but I couldn't tell you exactly when that was put on the
schedule.

DEIDIDIOE: /by did you know that they would probably

go to the tanker?

DISIOHOIONN: Bccause the MAG had a flow of what they wanted
to accomplish and there was a tanker on that line, or a possible
tanker on that line.

DIEISHOION: o vou were not surprised to learn that
they were at the tanker at the time they were at the Tanker?

DIEIOHOIONN: - did not shock me.

DEISIDIONE: "¢ — do you know why it wasn't on the

flight schedule then?

_: I'm not aware of that.

15
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DEEISIDIONE: . vou involved in the flight schedule

publication as the "FlightO?"

DIDIDEOIONN: 'hc way the checklist is set up is the check of
the schedule skips me.

EISIONDICNN by ic that?

DIDIDEOIONN: ' not sure, sir. It just kind of depends on

the operations officer?

DIEICHDIONE: ''ho is the OpSo that wrote the schedule
for the mishap?

DIDIOHOIONN: e operations officer would be [DISESHSION

DRI -c DIEIONUION ote the schedule?

DIDIOEDIONN: - didn't write the schedule.

DEIOIDION: c vas the OpSp?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDEODION: ''ho vas the daily schedule writer?

DISIOHOION: ' ninety-nine percent positive it was M

B th:t actually wrote the schedule.

EISIONCICN SN --c QNN 0ic he heve s actul

reason to believe -- I mean@)do you ha@é any other explanation as to
why W and M failed to put the tanker on the flight
sche@hle? )

DIDIOHOIONN: e actual ULT stuff was very chaotic and

16
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constantly changing.

DEINIRIOE: 1! me about that.

DIDIDEOION: :vcn the day before some of the stuff was
happening, they had an explanation for what they wanted to do.

DISICNOICNN o' s they?

DIEIDEDIONN: The MAG.

DISICNOICR 2 -oos

_: Yes, sir.

DEIIDIOE: 'hot do you mean by that? They couldn't
tell you what time you took off?

DISIOHOIONN: Vo, sir. So like, we were trying to do
operations out in M and even the day before we weren't even
sure we were allowg% to land even though we had Marines on deck

ready to return aircraft.

DIEIDIDIOE: 'hat do you contribute that to?

DISIOHODIONN: 't vwould have to had been from our flying
issues. It just -- it shocked me to -- I'm sorry, sir.

_: Please, go ahead.

DIIOHOIONN: ¢ shocked me to think that we were planning on

going to M tomorrow at the time and not have the authority to

land there the day before. Like, yes, we're doing this for sure.

DIEIOHDION : ''hcre does that authority come from?

17
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DISIOHOIONN: [ cdon't know.

DIEIDIDIOE: ov do you get your information?
DIDIOEOIONN: 'hrough the chain of command.
DIEICHDIONE : < vour chain of command is who, for ops

I mean. Who at MAG-ops do you talk to is what I'm asking.

DIDIONOIONN: for most of my flying, I went through current
ops and it vac EEOEONGE -~ DISNONONGN - Thcy vese ny

main sources.

EISICNDIDNN <o ooivc o QUGN or rot 9oino <o [

”, how is that relevant to going to the tanker or not going (%3) the

1)
g§nker? Are those related? (B)

(B)
Was it going to the tanker if we could not go to M?

(B)

Was that the second order?

DIDIOHOIONN: Vo- It was just an example of how jumbled

everything seemed to be.

DEISIDION: s chet common in actuality within your

time frame?

RDIDIDHOIONN: | have never been through as much of a headache

as this was before. There is always friction --

DISIONOION [ noudible] .
_: To tell you the truth, I'm not sure, sir. But

it just kind of seemed like it was thrown together at the last

18
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minute. And they didn't have a good handle on what they wanted us
to do as far as SORTY scale.

DIEIDEDION : Ckav. sSo you checked into the gun
squadron in January of 2016. Did I get that right?

_: Yes, sir.

DEIDIDION: o has 242 ever had a mid-air collision
with a tanker before?

DISIOHOIONN: 'hcre was an incident a couple years ago
with -- they took a hose off of a C-130. It was [SISESICIONIEEE
and DISIDHOION cov» in Okinawa.

DEIDIDION : oovn at 2422

_: Yes, sir.

DEIOIDIOE: - ves in a 152 C-130°7

_: Yes, sir.

DEIDIDIOE: ''hot was your -- and you were the SCISS
officer at this time?

DISIOHOIONN: [ bcleive I was in the power line.

DEINIDIONE: cover line?

_: Yes, sir.

DEISHDIONE: - cll me more about the [inaudible] in

the sqguadron at this time.

DIEIOHDIONN: 'hat lead to the mishap?

19
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DEISHDION: o What happened, like, what do you

know of what happened? Were you told -- you were not in flight,

right?

_: No, I was not.

DEICHDIONEE: | can, you were a brand new guy to the
squadron.

DIEIOHOIONN:  vos at least a year, year and a half I'd say.

DIEIOHOIONE: . d then you heard some guys at the
tanker. Was it daytime?

DISIONONONN : ioc.

DEIOHDIONE : 'ioht. So 242 went to the night tanker

and took a hose home. What did you do? What did you hear about how

that happened or whatever?

DISIOHOIONN:  con't know if I can actually disclose the

actual incident itself. I think it's still privledged information.
DIEIOHOION : /<!l the only aspect that would be
privileged would be if -- so I'm an ASO, by the way.

DISIGNONGNN: voc, civ
DIEISHOION: 'hcre are various concepts of privileged

would be your statements to the AMB, AMB calculations, and AMB
deliberations. So anything that you saw or heard outside of the AMB

is not privileged or protected form disclosure.
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So I'm asking you what do you think happened?

DIDIDEOIONN : < hit the SORTY.

EISIONOIONNN :  Thc C-130 guy?

DISIOHOIONN: o, the mishap pilot.

DEIOHDIONN: . d vwas he, like, plugging and -- like
crutch-plugging and too the basket?

DIEDIDHODIONN: ¢ ves a very similar situation. They
unplugged and they were trying to draw out the other aircraft, the

lead aircraft.

DEICHDION: o the two Hornets?

_: Yes, sir.

RDIEIDEDION: o tvwo Hornets from 242 at a tanker from
152 at night. Do you know if it was high light or low light?

DIDIOHOIONN: | con't remember.

DIEIDIDIOE: o vou know -- during that night, would

you assume that they were using night vision goggles or do you know?

_: I don't recall whether he was under the NVGs or

not.

DEEIOIDION : C<av- He would have had them, either

flipped up or flipped down.

DISIGNONGNN : voc. civ
DIEIOHDION : C<av- Are you the power line?
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_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDEDIOE: D d vou have the opportunity to observe
the mishap hornet after the incident?

DIDIOHOIONN: [ onlv saw pictures.

DIEISHDIONE : o vere those pictures?

DIDIDEDIONN: ' didn't have to be repaired.

DEICHDION: - didn't have to be repaired. So you're
guys didn't repair it?

RDIDIDEOION: 'hc canopy had to be replaced.

DIEIOHDIONE: 'hc cenopy had to be replaced?

DISIOHOIONN: 'cs/ sir. They scraped up the canopy.

DIEIDEOIOE: 'ov vwhen you saw canopy when talking to

people you don't know, that's not the wind screen bow, but that's
the big piece aft.

RDIDIDEOIONN: Ycs/ sir. The whole big piece got scraped off.
Well, I can't say for certain that it had to be replaced or if they

buffed it out, but it was --

DISICNDIONNN . ac danaged?
DISIGNONONN: - it vec canaged.
DIEIOHODION: ¢ vou saw —-- how can you hit a C-130

with a canopy, but they have a hose on the right wingtip, or do you

not know?

22

Enclosure 132



DIDIOHOIONN: e 2ir craft took the hose off with the right

wing. The hose itself hit the canopy. It never hit aircraft to

aircraft. It was only aircraft to hose.

DEIOIDION: | understand.

DIEIOHDIONN: But it was a close mid-air.

_: Oh, it was actually in mid-air.

DISIOHOIONN: Correct. They never actually made contact with
each other.

RDIEEIDIDION: . d you're saying it wasn't a mid-air
because the ohrnet never touched the airframe of the C-130; is that

your understanding?

DIDIDEOIONN: 'hat's my understanding.

DIEISHOION : Gcut the hornet obviously touched the
basket and the hose?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEICHDION : . vou don't consider or that wasn't

considered in your opinion. But the commands opinion is that was
not part of the airplane because that was the hose.

DISIOHOIONN: ' con't know if they classified it as a mid-air
collision or not.

_: That's what I'm trying to get at.

_: Yes, sir. I don't remember.
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DIEIDIDIOEEE: 't do you remember?

DIDIDEOIONN: 'hat they took the hose off.

DEINIDIOE: Ckav. And do you remember the month and
year of that?

_: I couldn't recall, sir. 1I'm sorry.

EISICNCION o vou present vhen [NSNGNDIGENSSS
Bl ook the flight from [SISESISIONINNNENEEEEEE

_: Yes, sir.

I was at his change of command.

DIEISHDION : cood for you. Do you remember the month

and year of that change of command?

DIEIOEOIONN: ' wes in -- I think it was in the same time.
April-ish.

DIEISIDIONEE : /ovbe May of '167

_: May of 'l6. Yes, sir. Because he was the CO
in the summer. So May of 'lé6.

DEIOIDION: ' just trying to figure out how much
time passed between the event and the change of command so I can
understand what effect it may have had on reporting.

If you're the ADJ, you would have been familiar with new

changes in the change of command schedule.

DISIOHDIONN: 'cl1, do you mean the change of command sir and
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the mishap? I couldn't tell you a solid time on that because I

don't remember.

DISIONOIONNNNNN ¢ covolc months?
DISIONONONN: 1c aon't
DIEISHDION: /o it possible that the mishap was on

April the 28th and the change of command was on May the 16th? Would

that be possble like two weeks later?

DIIOHOIONN: [ cdon't recall.

RDIEIDICDION: COkav. Did your Marines prepare that
airplane?

DISIOHOIONN: | con't recall either. I could tell you if I
was the scizzo at the time if I knew the exact date. But whatever

reason, I was a little further along --

DEEISHDIONE: D¢ vou guys have to do that?
DIDIDEOIONN: [ cdon't recall that.

DEEICHDION: D¢ vou guys have a safety standdown?
DIEIOHOIONN: [ cdon't recall.

DRI : - DEIONOIOEN -ddress the squadron

about standardization behind the tanker or flight safety? Was there
a thing? Do you remember the spaz saying we took at a C-130 last
night because of a COD, so be careful. Was there something like
that that happened?
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_: I'm sure there was, sir. But I couldn't tell

you a specific meeting that took place. Any time a close call
happens, we do what's called "lessons learned." Flying with no rank
sort of thing, sir. And with anything like that, there's always a

class or some more additional training.

DIEINIOIOE: 2d how that was replaced during
DRI conand or the command from F
E—

DIEIDEDIONN: 'hc mishap?

DIEISHDION : o the Friday's meeting.

DIEIOHODIONN: ¢ s always been that way.

DRI : icec you've been here?

_: Yes, absolutely.

DISIONIONN O

RDIDIDEOIONN: (£ there's time to get together, then it's

every single time. And every little -- things that -- it's sort of
like a use there errors in your favor and you're trying to learn
form each other basically. And it happens almost every Friday.

DIEISHOIONE : o vou recall specifically anything after

that incident happened?

DIDIOHOIONN: | don't recall an exact meeting, but I'm sure

it took place. Do you know what I mean?

26

Enclosure 132



I guess, like --
RDIEIDIDION: o vou remember any comments from the
commanding officer or mishap pilot or mishap section after the
event?

EISNDNDNONN : fc - 1'n alrost positive [NSNMNDNGNEE

to give a class about mid-air tanking.

DEEISHOION: C<av- Do you remember going to that
class?

_: Yes, sir.

DIEIDHDIONE: o vou remember some of the things that
were briefed?

DIDIDEOIONN : Vot specifics.

DIEIDHDION: 1ot do you remember if that was under
DIEGDINNN  ©I8

CICIGICICNE - O}@hon e recall.

DIEISHDION: o vou find it eerie that these two

events were so similar or do you think they're not? Do you see

similarities between these incidents?

DEICHDION: 1ot vwere some similarities that you see?
DIDIDHOIONN: 'hcv happened at almost identical times of the

flight.
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DIEICHDION : ¢ vwhat do you mean by that?

DIDIDEOIONN: 'hev vwere both trying to rejoin under a lead.
They were a little bit different in circumstances.

EISIONOION ot

DIDIOHOIONN: ' first one, the flight lead was climbing the

C-130 and the mishap pilot got disoriented and he thought that he
had the same frame of reference. So the aircraft looked the same,
but he didn't realize that he was pulling away. And that's why he
went left prematurely. So he didn't have the altitude to clear the

C-130, and that's when he hit the hose.

EISIONOICNNN : tich hose did he hit:
RDIDIOEOIONN: 'hc right side. And then as soon as --
DEISHOION: s that the -- so he hit the right one

with the canopy and then the left when he [inaudible]. 1Is that what
you think happened?

DISIOHOIONN: [ cdon't recall if it was the right hose that he
actually tore off, sir.

DEEINIDIOEN: vt he hit both hoses?

DISIOHOIONN: [ pclieve he only hit one. I would have to

reread the --

RDEINIDIONE: o vour information is limited to the

SAR?
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DEIDIDION: Okay. We're can only talk about the SAR

specifically and that's why we're dancing around. This is a JAGMAN,
so the SAR is for safety purposes only. So I'm not -- the purpose
of this interview is not to quiz you on the SAR. The purpose of
this interview is to quiz you because you are one of the few people,
if not the only, that was in the squadron at the time. In fact, I
think you are the only one.

Was anyone else in the squadron then?

DEIIDIONE: DICIGEOIONE G cave - I think —- T don't
know if he was there for the mishap, but he's the only other person
that's been in the squadron as long as I have. I think I got here
maybe 4 or 5 months after him.

DEISHDIONE: "¢ - do you know -- so you're the
scizzo when that happened right?

DISIDHOIONN: [ I knew the date of the mishap with M
I

_: It was April the 28th, 2016. That's what
my records show --

DIESIOHOIONN:  vas the scizzo at that time.

_: -- plus or minus a couple of days. So

you wrote the flight schedule then?
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_: I cannot recall if I was the actual scizzo.

There was three of us.
DIEINIDION: o Not for the mishap, but I'm talking
about -- not for the April of 2016 incident, but during that

timeframe you were a schedule writer.

DISIGNONONN : v<c st
DEEISIDION: D u:'ing that time frame as a schedule

writer, do you recall if the mishap aircrew were forwarded an
opportunity to have a significant period of time after the incident
or at all?

DISIOHOIONN:  con't think so because I think they flew back
or at least the lead aircraft flew back because it wasn't damaged.
The mishap aircrew I don't think flew right away. To be honest, I
don't remember what happened.

DIEIDIDIOE: 'hcv maybe sat on the bench for a week or
two, but nothing serious?

DISIOHOIONN:  con't think anything serious happened.

DIEIDIOION: °c vou remember them going to a field
flight performance board?

RDIEINIOION: 0o vou recall an interview by a JAGMAN

investigator doing a PI or a CI?
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DISIGNONONN : -:'
RDIEIDEOIOE: o vou know who that investigator may

have been?

DISIOHOIONN:  con't recall if there was an investigation

and there was no loss of life. It might have been a class, at least
a Class B because the canopy is pretty expensive. I couldn't tell
you the class of the mishap. I don't recall.

DIEISHDION : .ut vou're confident that there was
repair to the aircraft that had to of cost something?

DISIOHOIONN : 2osolutely.

DIEISHOION : D o vou have any recollection of the
dollar cost to repair the aircraft?

DIDIOHOIONN: VYo. And it would include the damage to the
C-130 as well. I think that they combined the estimation of the
actual mishap.

DIEISHDION : C<av- Do you recall any discussions

about the mishap determination as to whether it was a C or a B?

RDIDIOHOIONN: | know it took place. I don't recall details.
DIEISHDION : Ckavy- Last line of guestioning and then

I'll let you get out of here so you're not too late for your thing.

DISIGNONGNN : voc. civ
DEEISIDIONE: 1 — do you know what the word
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re-baseline means in terms of NSHARP?

DIDIDEDIONN: :'s if you take a code that you haven't done

in a while and then -- there's a way -- I don't know verbatim, sir.

But basically, my understanding of base lining is that you're not

current to do this and then you get your recurrency. And some codes
have to be -- I couldn't give you an intelligent answer right now,
sir.

Basically, you're out of currency for some things and you
can get recurrent. Just because you are green or like ready to do a
certain qualification, it doesn't mean you're actually proficient in
that qualification.

RDIEIDIODIOE: Ckav. So in the construct of NSHARP,
have you ever known of anyone with administrative permissions to go
to NSHARP and manipulate that data to create green squares or
whatnot for NSHARP validation for scheduling purposes and what

circumstances they might do that?

DISIOHOIONN: 'vc - there are ways you can do flights, or

sims as flights. That's the only way I think someone could make a
red square turn green. If it was a flight that also qualified as a
sim. Because if we didn't have a sim available at the time, we

could do some flights or some sims as flights.

DIEIOHDION: D¢ vou ever know of anyone in the
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operations department of 242 during your time to do something as
such in NSHARP that you thought was questionable in terms of
adjusting prerequisites and making sure guys -- they should be both
current and proficient in things but they weren't actually?

DISIOHOIONN: ‘e prerequisites for certain flights in the
past, I would say some of the flights might have been taken out of
order. But it doesn't necessarily mean that. So when I went
through the section syllabus, there are certain flights you're
supposed to do in the order of the TNR, the Training Readiness
Manual. Those flights are done out of order just based on what was
available at the time, sir. Not as far as range space, crew, Or
things like that. 1I've never heard of anybody being not current for
something. Or according to NSHARP, not being current and someone
pencil-whipping a currency. And then, saying you're good to do this
flight. If that makes sense.

DEISIDIONE: 'h:t's what I was asking.

So you feel like in both 2016 and 2018, all air crew were

properly scheduled, current, and proficient?

DISIOHDIONN: 'hcv vwere properly scheduled, sir. But could I
say that I had awesome night currency. No, as far as everyone being

super comfortable in the plane at night time.

DEIOIDION: 1ot do you mean? Why is that?
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DIDIOHOIONN: 'cll, we just weren't flying that much?
R R
RDIDIDEOIONN: Vvaintenance. We were having issues with the

jets and I think at the time when I got back, we only had -- and
another reason why I haven't been flying much myself -- is we just
don't have the air crew to fly. You try to augment that with
simulators, but there's numerous factors that you can't simulate.

DEICHDIONE : Ckavy- I think that's all T need.

Anything from you, Judge?

EISEDNOICN ©  T7cc's a1l 1 have, sir.

[The witness was warned, sworn, and excused.]
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DI B 2 Cood afternoon, today is January 23rd, 2019.
(b) (6)
It's about 1415, we're in Iwakuni, Japan. [EISHSE NN Vi th
(b) (6)
NSNS I N o C [DEENOEN B P esent in the room
(b) (6) (b) (6)
interview ng IS BN VVFA-al |
(b) (6)
weat her - 242.

DISISE B ! case state your full nane, spelling your
(b) (6)
| ast nanme for the record.

GIOION N OIOION NN NN = OreIEeIel
(b) (6) (b) (6)
DISIDE B And what do you like to go by?
(b) (6)
DISISE B | 00 by ny mddle nane of [SEEEESE o' ny call
(b) (6) (b) (6)
si gn NS
(b) (6)
DISIDE B | ' mgoing to call you (DESEEE i f that's
(b) (6) (b) (6)
okay. And you can call nme [SEEJ or sir.
(A), (b)
How | ong have you(been at 242?

DISIDE B Arproximately one year and ei ght nonths.
(b) (6)
got here June 1st of 2017.

DISIDE B Vhat's your job in the squadron?
(b) (6)
DISISE B Currently, | amthe Fam |y Readiness Officer
(b) (6)
and the SACO.

B How many hours do you got in the Hornet?
(b) (6)

B Acproximtely 230.
(b) (6)
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DISIDE B And you're a Hornet pilot; is that
(b) (6)
correct, 75237

ENENDN BN Yes, SiT.
(b) (6)

B \Vhere did you go to the FRS?
(b) (6)

B 101
(b) (6)
B  eth for Marines, you got what, about 130
(b) (6)
hours at 242? How many hours is the FRS? About 1007

DISIDE B | had approximately -- Yes, sir.
(b) (6)
Approxi mately 110 out of the FRS. So | have a little over 100 hours

here, sir.

DISIDE B So !ets say 120 hours here. So you've
(b) (6)
been here for 20 nonths and you have 120 hours in the Hornet. Is

t hat about right?

DISIDE B | believe so, sir.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B So you're only flying six hours a nonth
(b) (6)
on average?

DISIDE B V¢!!, this last six nonths has skewed t hat
(b) (6)

average quite heavily. 1've only got about 20 hours in this |ast

si X nmont hs.

DISIDE B venty hours in the last six nmonths? Are
(b) (6)
you medically disqualified fromflying?

B o, sir.
(b) (6)
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or

DISIDE B D d you take an extended period of |eave
(b) (6)
attend a formal training progranf

DISNDN BN No. sir.
(b) (6)

B  V¢ére you TAD for any reason? For an
(b) (6)

ext ended period of tinme?

B o, sir. For two weeks.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B So you were here for six nonths and you
(b) (6)

fl ew 20 hours.

DISIDE B 'hat's -- yes, sir.
(b) (6)

DISNDN B | sh.

(b) (6)

DS B Yes. Sir.

(b) (6)

DISIDE B Do you know what the Marine Corps policy
(b) (6)

is on the m nimum hours per nonth for a pilot?

DISIDE B | knowit's recommended that we achieve 15
(b) (6)

hours every nonth, sir, and that reduces our m shap rate.

DISIDE B So six times 15 woul d be 75 hours?
(b) (6)

DIEEDN BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

ISl B  And you've flown 20. So you're, |ike, 55
(b) (6)

hours short of what you consider the Marine Corps standard woul d be

for

hours for safe flight operations?

B That's about correct, sir.
(b) (6)

B A~'e you the only person in your squadron
(b) (6)
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in this condition?

IENDE BN o
(b) (6)

DISIDE B s there -- what, there's another guy?
(b) (6)
B There -- without |ooking at our records right
(b) (6)
now, but | know nobst of our air crew are in the same situation rihgt

now, sSir.

DIENDSN I by is that?
(b) (6)
DISIDE Bl V¢ flewin Australia for August. We left for
(b) (6)
Australia in late July. July we didn't fly too nuch because we were

groomng the jets to go to Australia. W flew heavily in August in
Australia, and then Septenber and October we flew very little as we
were trying to get back to Iwakuni. And then Novenber, Decenber we
were wor king on a maintenance slunmp in trying to get -- we didn't

have too many RBA aircraft at that tine.

DISIDE B So basically, available jets to train
(b) (6)
with is what you're saying?

DIEEDN BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B 'Have you ever stood ODO?
(b) (6)
(0 W HERCEE
(b) (6)
DISIDE B Can you tell nme briefly the key
(b) (6)
responsibilities of an ODO at 2427

B 'he ODOis responsible for all the daily
(b) (6)
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flight operations, as the Operations Duty Officer. There's a nunber
of responsibilities that he's responsible for. He liaises with

mai nt enance and ensures that the aircrew that are wal king fully
under stand what jets they are going to.

He checks the weather, the nodunms, make sure that all the
conditions are good to go fly. He talks with the operations
departnent to make sure that their intent is being nmet and that the
flight schedule is being executed appropriately with the schedul e
that the CO signed. And he answers any questions that m ght arise

about the daily flight schedul e.

DIEIDE B Vhat are the key conponents of a daily
(b) (6)
flight schedule? What's the key information that's on the daily

flight schedule for execution?

DISIDE B V¢ have the nanmes of the aircrew. W have the

b) (6
airpoiz(zhat they take off and land from We have their take off
and land tines. W have the TNR codes that they are executing. W
al so have the ordinance that's going to be on the jets. W have
their hot pit or truck fuel plan, hot seat plan. W' ve got the
duties delineated on schedule. And any flight notes about airspace.
We have the airspace on the schedule as well. Any pertinent notes
for the aircrew about the airspace of the operations they're doing.

B s there TNR code for area refueling?
(b) (6)
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EIENDN BN Yes.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B 'Have you ever done area refueling in a
(b) (6)

Hor net ?

B Yes.
(b) (6)
B Have you done it at 2427
(b) (6)
B  Yes.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B Have you done it at night?
(b) (6)
(0 ) W HERCEE
(b) (6)
DISIDE B Have you done it with goggl es?
(b) (6)
DESIDN BN Yes.
(b) (6)

ISl B Did you have your goggles up, or down, or
(b) (6)

bot h?

ANVS-

ten,

NVCD,

DISIDE B | did it with both.
(b) (6)

EIENDN BN ANVS-9 or ANVS- 117
(b) (6)

ENENDN BN Both.
(b) (6)

DISISE B  How many hours do you have with the
(b) (6)
9, with the old goggles, roughly?

DISIDE B Arproximately 12-15 1 believe. Geater than
(b) (6)
| ess than 20, | know that.

DISIDE B  How many hours with the ANVS-11, the
(b) (6)
roughly?

B Very roughly, | would probably say about the
(b) (6)
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same, Sir.

DISIDE B So mybe 20 hours with the ol d goggles
(b) (6)
and about 20 hours with the new goggles -- ish?

B That would -- not quite that many, sir.
(b) (6)
I A little less?
(b) (6)
B Perhaps less |I'd say.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B  V\en did you transition fromthe nine to
(b) (6)
the el even, personally?

DISIDE B After | reached at |east ten to 12 hours on
(b) (6)
the 9's.

DISIDE B And why is that? Wiy did you wait until
(b) (6)
t hen?

DISIDE B T'hat was the mninmumrequirement before going
(b) (6)
to the 11's.

DISIDE B  Vhere is that witten?
(b) (6)

DISISE B | believe that was a squadron SOP.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B | your squadron flight SOP or do you
(b) (6)
have an NVG SOP?

DISIDE B | can't say for certain, sir.
(b) (6)

DI B But, you feel |like you had to have 12
(b) (6)
hours on the ANVS-9's before you could fly with the NVCD s?

B  Yes.
(b) (6)
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DISIDE B And then tell nme about your NVCD
(b) (6)
training. MWhat specific training did you receive when you went from

flying the 9's to flying the 11's?

B V¢ -- | believe | did it in the night lab for
(b) (6)
my annual refresher training. W bring the goggles that we use, and

we train to those specifically. So |I brought those to the night |ab

and received that training there.

EIENDN BN VW th an AVSO?
(b) (6)

[NENDN BN Correct.
(b) (6)

DIEIDE B 2 kay. And what are some of the
(b) (6)
performance differences between the nine and the el even?

DISISE B T'he 11's, in ny personal experience, are
(b) (6)

clearer. They, as in, they are not -- the inmage is sharper, crisper
as conpared to the 9's. But, sonme of the lights can have nore of an
intensity, like, nore of a halo effect around them But, | felt

t hat the sharper, crisper inmage was better than the 9's and | |ike

flying with those nore.

EIENDN BN Do you wear gl asses?
(b) (6)

DISISE Bl | do not.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B Vhat is your vision? Are you 20/ 20,
(b) (6)
20/ 1572

B 20/ 20.
(b) (6)
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DISIDE B So Yyou have 20/ 20 uncorrected vision?
(b) (6)

ENENDN BN Yes, SiT.
(b) (6)

DI B Do you -- going back to your training,
(b) (6)
what specific features were you taught as far as performance

characteristics that are different between the nine and the el even?

Aside fromthe display of the JAHEM C s dat a.

DISIDE Bl Vhat performance differences? | don't think |
(b) (6)
under stand your question, sir.

DISIDE B s there anything that an el even does
(b) (6)
better than a nine or a nine does better than an el even, aside from

you said it being crisper, but, like, were you taught any

di fferences?

DISIDE B T'hat was the main performance difference that
(b) (6)
|'d been taught.

DISIDE B he performance is it's crisper?
(b) (6)

DNEEDN BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B And you were -- how were you -- the AMSO
(b) (6)
just told you that, or did you get a training manual, or is there a
conputer aided training nmodule that you went through with sone
online training, |like, where did you get that training?
B 't -- | believe that was what the AMSO was

(b) (6)
teaching. M recollectionis alittle fuzzy though, sir.
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DISIDE B Ay differences in the -- are a night
(b) (6)
systens qualified pilot?

EIENDE BN Yes.
(b) (6)

B Ckay. And so you've flown with an NSI?
(b) (6)

B Yes.
(b) (6)

I Okay. At 242?
(b) (6)

EIENDE BN Yes.
(b) (6)

EIENEDN BN Vho was that?
(b) (6)

EIENDE BN | have flown with EECHDN NN DESESN
(b) (6) (b) (6) (b) (6)

B (ph] who is no longer here, and our old CO HISIDEDIDEE

()—__-
6

DISIDE B Do you renenber any of those three
(b) (6)

gentl enmen giving you, like, a detailed brief before you went flying?

DISIDE B Yess W did when | did ny 2400 series
(b) (6)
syl labus. We did talk extensively about the night systens and the

NVG s and NVCD s. | don't remenber --

DISISE B But. you did that with the ANVS-9, right?
(b) (6)

EIENDE B Yes.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B So you did your initial training with the
(b) (6)
ANVS- 9.

B  Yes.
(b) (6)

B Did you becone night systemqualified on
(b) (6)

10

Enclosure 133



t he ANVS-9?

EIENDN BN Yes.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B And then you're already NSQ d and then
(b) (6)
you walk to the jet one day and you've got a choice. You can put on

the ANVS-11's or you can put on the ANVS-9's, if you have that

equi pnment avail able; is that correct?

EIENDE BN Yes.
(b) (6)

IS B  And then one day, you had enough hours
(b) (6)
and you had a hel net and you had some ANVS-11's and you put those on

and your flew with them right?

DISISE B $T'hat's correct.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B  Vhat training happened for you to
(b) (6)

transition fromnine to el even? Wen did sonmeone sit down with you

and go, hey DISESEE 'et me tell you a few things that are different
(6)

between the nine and the eleven. Did sonething |ike that ever

happen? Did you take any witten test on that, was there any

academ c instruction?

DISISE B | could tell you there was no witten test and
(b) (6)
| didn't sit down and read a pub about it. M training officer,

DISIDE B o was also one of the NSI's, he did sit down
(b) (6)

and talk to ne about JAHEM C s and the NVCD s. | don't renmnenber the
exact content of our conversati on. It was nore of a chal k talk,
11
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goi ng down a flight-E, handling themtype of thing, rather than an

academ c setting. That's about the best of ny recollection, sir.

DISIDE B So what do you do in a flight-E that's
(b) (6)
di fferent between the nine and the el even?

B \¢aring the JAHEM C' s nount. Basically, just
(b) (6)
the way it nounts to the helmet is really sone of the only

di ff erences.

DISIDE B Ckay. \Wat, if any, performance
(b) (6)
characteristics differences aside fromyou mentioned it's nore crisp

i n your opinion and you nentioned that it has the HUD di spl ay data,
any ot her physical characteristic differences you were taught

bet ween the two? Performance characteristic differences?

DISISE B o, sir, not that | renmenber.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. You said earlier that TNR codes go
(b) (6)
on flight schedul es.

DIENDN BN Yes.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B  And you think there's probably a TNR code
(b) (6)
for air refueling?

EIENDE BN Yes.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B here's probably one for day and one for
(b) (6)
ni ght ?

B Yes, sir.
(b) (6)
12
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DISIDE B 'f -- would that normally be on the

(b) (6)
flight schedule? |If soneone was going to the Tanker, would the
ni ght Tanker code normally be on the flight schedule, or is that
often omtted?

B As far as | know, the 2200 codes are the

(b) (6)
aerial refueling codes. And | don't renenmber if they have a
re-flight currency. The general trend that we have is that we put
the primary m ssion TNR code on the schedul e and any auxillary codes
that have re-fly wi ndows that we need to re-hack. So if it doesn't

need to be re-hacked, if it's just a fly once and then you're good,

there's a likelihood that it would not be on the schedul e.

DISISE B Do you think a Tanker code is fly once
(b) (6)
and then you' re good?

DIENDE BN o
(b) (6)

DISIDE B Ckay. So, | nmean, do you think you could
(b) (6)
go to the Tanker in 2010 and then go back to the Tanker in 2019,

wi t hout having re-flown it?

EIENDE BN o, SiT.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B Ckay. If you were going to change the
(b) (6)
flight schedul e, what process as the ODO would you take? So lets

say that you're the duty and sonebody says, hey we're going to go to
the Tanker, and lets say the flight |ead says there's no Tanker code

13
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on the flight schedule. How would that go?

DISIDE B As the ODO, first, I'd talk to ops and nmake
(b) (6)
sure that they're tracking with it. And if that's what the OPSO s

intent is --

B Say it is.
(b) (6)
B - then | would go to the CO find him and
(b) (6)
say, hey, sir, this is what ops would li ke to have happen today.

This is their proposed change, we need your approval for this.

DISIDE B And lets say the CO approves it. How
(b) (6)
woul d he document his approval ?

DIEISE B He would tell me and then | keep a corrected
fli gh(tb)fihedul e at the ODO desk and | make changes in red to that.
Whet her it's a paper copy or an Excel docunent that we have up on
the conputer. Make changes in red there and then voice that to the

crew when they conme by and they're walking, if they' re not already

aware, find them sonmehow and notify them of the change.

DISIDE B 2 ay. And the CO would sign the flight
(b) (6)
schedule or initial the flight schedule to initial that change, or

how woul d he --

DISISE B He oives his verbal approval and then that --
(b) (6)
usually we use the letters OK CO on the corrected flight schedul e.

I VWich is a Mcrosoft Excel docunent?
(b) (6)
14

Enclosure 133



DISIDE B  Yes, sir. And we al so have a paper copy that
(b) (6)
we are using.

IS B  Vhat woul d you annotate on the paper
(b) (6)
copy?

B Sane as that in red pen, wite OK CO. Wite
(b) (6)
t he change, whatever it may be, OK CO

DISIDE B VYuld the CO ever cone in and personally
(b) (6)
sign his name to the flight schedule after a change? Wuld he ever

personal |y approve a flight schedul e change by making a pen entry on

t her e. Woul d that be nornmal ?

DISISE B 't depends. So things have changed with
(b) (6)

SO B B (oM how NS I i d it
(6) (6)

DISIDE B /! ne about that.
(b) (6)

DIEIDE BN OIENONDN BN B s uch nore -- he
(b) (6) (6)
li kes -- when he makes changes to the flight schedule, he likes to

rewite the entire schedul e and put change one at the top, change

whatever. [DISIDEDE BN B (¢t was nuch nore of a we're
(6)
executing the original schedule that is signed. So --

DIEIDN I And, like, so you're saying [ [prh]
(b) (6) (3)

didn't like schedul e changes? Eﬁ)),
: (6)
- e --
(b) (6)
DISIDE B A'c you saying g woul d take out a red
(b) (6) 3)
(A),
15 (b)
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pen and scratch out a code and put on another code and initial it,

or both?

DISIDE B V¢! !. before we got to the day of execution,
(b) (6)
it would -- he was very particul ar about what we were doing and

before he would sign the schedule the day before, he would -- he
wanted it to be exactly as we were executing, so that if there was a
change, it was sonething, |like, a crew change. This guy is swapping

out for that guy.

DISNSN BN And how is [EENEN different?
(b) (6) (b) (6)

DISISE B He prefers to just make a change to the flight
(b) (6)
schedul e and wite a change one.

DISIDE B O the day of execution?
(b) (6)

EIENDE B Yes.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B So on the day of execution --
(b) (6)
DISIDE B V¢é!!, | don't knowif I've had too many tines
(b) (6)
when this has happened, |like, there's been sweeping changes to the

flight schedule that require such things. The nost that |I've seen
has just been m nor deviations from whatever the schedul e m ght be.
Usually with a crew, this guy he can't clear his ears today, so he's
out. But, we got this guy, he's going to take his place. OK CO on

t he Excel docunent.
B Vhere did you get your w ngs?
(b) (6)
16
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DISIDE B At Kingsville, sir.
(b) (6)
(DIENDN BN\ ngsville baby.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B  Yes sSir.
(b) (6)
B | man Asteridian grad. What nonth and
(b) (6)
year ?

B Aoril of 2016.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B  V\4s Reslar down there when you were
(b) (6)
there?

DISIDE B He was. W went to the boat together.
(b) (6)

DIENDN BN = Cool . How was that?
(b) (6)
DISISE B $T'he boat was great. We went to Key West, a
(b) (6)
|l ot of fun. Hi m and got another guy com ng out here in the Summer,

who we went to the boat with as well.

EIENDN B Nice.
(b) (6)

DISISE B Prior [inaudible] guy.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B  And you both went to 101 together too
(b) (6)
ri ght?

EIENDN BN Yes, we did.
(b) (6)

EIENDN BN How was that?
(b) (6)

DISIDE Bl 't was good. 101 was a good tine, sir.
(b) (6)

B How did you do at the FRS?
(b) (6)

B Average, | think.
(b) (6)
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DISIDE B 'How d Reslar do at the FRS? | have his
(b) (6)
records.

DISIDE B | wuld say average as well. |[|'ve never been
(b) (6)
as good of a judge about --

B Did you know of himto have any -- did
(b) (6)
you guys do any together, like, go do range together, or big LFE s

toget her, corrected wei ght shipnments together? O was he a cl ass
ahead or behind you?

DISIDE B He -- where was he? | think he was the class
(b) (6)
ahead of nme. One class ahead of ne.

DISIDE B Did he make it through the FRS at an --
(b) (6)
in a normal amount of tinme, to your know edge?

DISISE B Yes. Yes, he did, sir, because we graduated
(b) (6)
at the sanme tine.

DISIDE B Do you recall himhaving to re-fly a
(b) (6)
bunch of events or being under a |ot of stress or anything |like that

at the FRS? O was he just, kind of, another normal guy | earning
how to fly the Hornet?
DISIDE B s far as | renmenber he was just |ike the rest

(b) (6)
of wus.

B $So you guys checked into 242 after
(b) (6)
receiving very simlar training then. So in many ways, you and

18
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have very simlar experiences in the |ast couple of years.
(b) (6)

Is that an accurate statenent?

DISIDE B  Yes, sir. W were pretty nuch just on
(b) (6)
opposite shifts for that whole week. | was the md-shift, he was

the night shift. W were both wingnen. And | was pretty much, |

was fillig the wingmen role on my md-shift, and he was --

DISIDE B o, no, |I'mgoing back, like, three
(b) (6)
years. Did you guys go to TBS together? Like, where did you neet

him APlI, primary?

DISIDE B | et himfirst at advanced in Kingsville.
(b) (6)

DIEIDE B Ckay. And that was two years ago, right?
(b) (6)
DISISE B Frobably late 2015. | think when we started
(b) (6)

wor ki ng up for the boat is when | got to know himthe best, sir.

DISIDE B 'hree point five years ago, three years
(b) (6)
ago.

DNENDN BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B Did you guys go through the NSQ syl abus
(b) (6)
toget her at 242, roughly?

DISIDE B Yess MWself, him and gl were all about
(b) (6) (A), (b)
the same track and on the sanme tineline, sir.®

B Vould it be fair to say that your night
(b) (6)
vi sion goggl e experience and his night vision experience is
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strikingly simlar?

DIENDSN BN Yes, siv.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B 2 Ckay. And you've been to the Tanker at
(b) (6)
night with the goggl es?

B Yes.
(b) (6)
BN C 1307
(b) (6)
DISIDE B  Yes sSir.
(b) (6)
[DIENSN BN = Coggles up or goggles down?
(b) (6)
DISIDE B | t(ried both.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B Vhich did you prefer?
(b) (6)
DIEISE B ' ' 'mnot sure | even have enough experience to
(b) (6)
have a preference yet, sir.

DISIDE B 'hat's okay. Was it a C-1307?
(b) (6)

DISIDE Bl 't was, actually, in Australia. It was a
(b) (6)
Canadi an C-130. It was the npbst recent.

DISIDE B Do you recall the lighting configuration
(b) (6)
of the C-130? Overt, covert, bright, dinf

DISIDE Bl 't was dim  I'mnot sure if it was covert. |
(b) (6)
have very little night Tanking experience, but | know it was dim

DISIDE B Before you went to the night Tanker, what
(b) (6)
kind of instruction did you receive and who provided it?

B W -- | received ny original 2202, the night
(b) (6)
20
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Tanking code. | got that in Australia in 2017. And then --

DISIDE B Vo provided that training? Wo was your
(b) (6)
section | ead?

B | think that night, that was our CO at the
(b) (6)

time, EESEDNDE NN BEEN He was ny flight |ead.
(6)

DIEIDE B Vhat did g talk to you about before he
(b) (6) 3)
took you to the Tanker; do you renerr%vr?
6
DISIDE B | can't remenb(ez, sir.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B  V\4s Tanking the only thing you were doing
(b) (6)
that night, or was it, kind of, a side note?

DISIDE Bl 't was in the mddle. W were doing basically
(b) (6)
two events. So we went to the range, did a bunch of break up and

rendezvous, hit the Tanker, and then went back to the range and did

sonme [inaudible] stuff.

DISIDE B So he warnmed you up with some BNR' s, took
(b) (6)
you to the Tanker, and then went out and did some LGIR drops?

DISIDE B | believe. We mght have hit the Tanker
(b) (6)
before we went to the range as well, | can't renmenber, sir, that was

a good | ong while ago.

EIENDN BN Understand.
(b) (6)

B  How many tinmes have you gone to the
(b) (6)
C-130 since you've been at 242?
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EISNDN BN Day and night?
(b) (6)

ENENDN BN Correct. Just both.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B A nunber of tines.
(b) (6)

I \bre than ten?
(b) (6)

B 't mght be right around ten.
(b) (6)

I  How about at night, then, just
(b) (6)
ni ghtti me?

DISIDE B Very few tines.
(b) (6)

EIENDN BN Rough guess?
(b) (6)

DISISE B | nmght have actually only been to a night
(b) (6)
C-130 probably three tinmes. Maybe Australia of 2017 and then |

think I did it two nights in a rowin Australia this year, so this

| ast August. So it mght just be those three tines | believe.

DISIDE B 'f you woul d have been asked to go to the
(b) (6)
Tanker the night that Reslar went, would you have any hesitation?

DISISE Bl | don't think so, sir. Well --
(b) (6)

DISIDE B  VYul d that have been a big deal to you?
(b) (6)

| ask that because your currency proficiency and training, | nean,
you and Reslar have, like, identical recent experiences, you know
what | mean? And so I'mjust trying to ask frankly w thout, you
know - -

B So ny personal experience, when | was in
(b) (6)
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Australia | think we did it back to back |I believe. The first night
I had no issues and the second night | just couldn't get into the
basket for whatever it was. It just kept noving around all over the
pl ace and I think I got 300 pounds of gas before we had to go
execute the LFE. So | think my confidence was a little bit |ower
about being at the Tanker at night.

So | don't know how I would have felt, especially, being
so late. | think they had a m dnight, 0100 ARCT. It was, | think
it was Wednesday night, so maybe they had a little bit of time to
get used to their sleep schedule, but I think I m ght have been
unconfortable. It definitely doesn't sound like a fun tine, sir.

It's a challenge, that's for sure.

DISIDE B A'c you famliar with OPNAV 37107
(b) (6)

(0 ) W HERCEE
(b) (6)
DISIDE B Do you know what it says about dry
(b) (6)
suites?

DIEEDN BN Yes.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B Can you tell nme a little bit about that?
(b) (6)
DISIDE B | believe the figure is 55 degrees. \When the
(b) (6)

wat er tenperature is below 55 we have to wear dry suites basically,

or if the air tenperature with the wind chill is going to be 32
degrees, | don't know if those nunbers are exactly correct, but
23
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that's roughly where it is. So we have that -- we al so have that
page posted up at our ODO desk and we reference that along with

wat er tenps, especially in the Wnter, whenever we're going to fly.

B So how nany tinmes have you worn a dry
(b) (6)
suite at 2427

B | ve actually haven't had to wear ny dry suite
(b) (6)
to go fly. The tines that |I'd been flying here, it's just the water

tenperature hasn't been cold enough to necessitate that.

EISNDN BN A right.  Judge.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B So in your job as the SACO, how often
(b) (6)
do you guys do random urine analysis in the squadron?

EESEDN BN Every nonth?
(b) (6)

DISIDE B S0 s that pretty scheduled, or is it
(b) (6)
random or is it all hands?

DISIDE B 't s randomevery nonth. Random ten percent,
(b) (6)
we usually aimfor 13 percent of the Marines.

DISIDE B Did you pull urine or blood fromthe
(b) (6)
m shap aircrew prior to m shap?

DI Bl | did not, no, | did not.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B So You weren't involved with that at
(b) (6)
all?

B | was not.
(b) (6)
24
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[DIENDN BN Ckay. Have you had any recent
(b) (6)
positive urine analysis cone back at 2427

DISIDE B V¢ haven't had any positive pops the whole
(b) (6)
time |I've been SACO since | got here in June of 2017.

I Ckay. Nothing else, sir.
(b) (6)

B A0y discussion about using go-no go pills
(b) (6)
fromthe mshap flight, | mean, for the week that went into the

m shap?
DIENDN BN Yes.

(b) (6)
IS B Tc!/! me about that.

& I lets see, so | recall our flight doc said that
go pi??f)had to be authorized by the Wng CG and | believe our OPSO
menti oned that the Wng CG did not approve the use of go pills. And
| don't believe we got any no go pills. | did not personally ask

for any and | don't know what the circunstances behind issuing the

no go pills was.

DISIDE B Did you hear about anybody specifically
(b) (6)
conplain or specifically ask for those? Like, were you present for

a conversation when anybody said, man | really could use some Anbien
and the flight surgeon said, can't fuckin' do it.
B | was not present for any of those one on one

(b) (6)
conversati ons.
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DISIDE B  V¢re there any conversations on Whats App
(b) (6)
or any other, you know, electronic nedia discussing that, that you

observed?

B Yes.
(b) (6)

B Tc/! me about that.
(b) (6)
B | know we -- there were sone aircrew that
(b) (6)
asked or had put out, hinted that they wanted no go pills or sone

sort of something, go pills, no go pills. And | don't renenber the
exact conversation, ny inpression was that our flight doc was

hesitant to give them out.

DISIDE B Do you still have that Whats App
(b) (6)
conversation?

DISIDE B | think so.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B V¢ re going to need you to take
(b) (6)
screenshots of that conversation, at |east two weeks prior to the

exercise, and then through today and e-mail themto us.

EIEEDN BN O<ay.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B Yca if you could do that, we won't have
(b) (6)
to confiscate your device.

DISIDE B Ckay. So fromtwo weeks prior through today?
(b) (6)

BN Correct.
(b) (6)

B Roger.
(b) (6)
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DISIDE B  And any adjunctive stuff and if there's
(b) (6)
any sol atious commentary in there that's not germane, it's not going

to be public. So don't worry about if it's, you know, people are

making fun of DISHDSE NI " that app or sonething goofy
like that. | (IEI)‘](OES\)N you guys don't know ne, but if there's anything
in there that's not related to the mshap, it's not coming out. |I'm
just looking for the stuff that's related to go pills, no go pills,
who knew what. We're trying to understand what the junior officers
in the squadron really understood about what was approved and what
you guys were doing. And I'mtrying to figure out between the CG
and you, literally, how far down the communi cati on path went up and

down so we can effect sonme neani ngful changes to do justice to,

frankly, Reslar's death.

EIENDN BN Yes, SiT.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B You know what | nmean. So | don't --
(b) (6)
don't be defensive about that, okay.

DIENDN BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B But. | nean, everybody uses \Wats App

(b) (6)
now, | know that. We use it, you know, we text and chat all the
time. So it's a great way to go back and find that stuff out, so
I'd really appreciate if you'd do that and just give it to the judge
so you don't have to give it to nme, if that's okay.
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ENENDN BN Yes, SiT.
(b) (6)

DISIDE B s there anything el se that you would
(b) (6)
like to share that you think could have contributed to this m shap

t hat we haven't touched on? Take your tine.
B | don't believe so. But, if | think of

(b) (6)
anything else, I'll bring it up to you, sir.

DISIDE B  Yes. you can always e-mail nme or

(b) (6) (D) (6)
or anybody else. W just want to namke sure that when we put out
this full report, you know, we'll take all the time we need, | don't
want the report to go out and you and your peer group to be I|ike,

well, that's not the whole story. | need the whole story so I can,

you know, use that information to effect neaningful change. Cool?

EIENDN BN Yes, SiT.
(b) (6)

DI B Judge will swear you out.
(b) (6)
[ The witness was warned, sworn, and excused. ]
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[DISKSN BN Cood norning, ny nane is [EGESE EE
(b) (6) _ _ _ . (b) (6)
.| am conducting a JAGVAN investigation wth [BISHSE

(b) (6)
B ho's a VMGR-152 schedule witer. Present in the room

today are our said Captain, as well as, [DISHDE NN
(b) (6)
the judge advocate general of 1st Marine Aircraft Wng, and our

court reporter, [N M
(b) (6)
The time on deck is approximtely 1046, or 44 rather.

And with that said, would you please state your rank and nane for

the record, spelling your |ast nane.

DISIDE BN Yes. sir. DISHDNE I B BN
(b) (6) (b) (6)
Last nane spelled DESHSNDIGEN -

DIENDN B Thanks DEGESE BN (st nanme
(b) (6) (b) (6)

DIEemm \What is your Mlitary Occupational Specialty?

(A), (b)

(6) DISIDE B | ma C130J aircraft commander, 7557.
(b) (6)

_ (b) (6)
pilot?

B /557? So you're a C-130, a Herc

DIENDSE BN Yes. sir.
(b) (6)
B 2 O<ay. Awesone. How | ong have you

(b) (6)
been doing that?

DISIDE B | oot out here last February of 2017. So
(b) (6)
['"'mcomng up on two years with the squadron. And | got ny w ngs
in June of 2016. So | haven't been -- |'ve been flying though

since February of 2017.

DISIDE B  Avesone.  So where were you in the
(b) (6)
nont h of Decenmber of 20187 What were you doi ng?
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DISIDE B | Was planning for this exercise in
(b) (6)
Decenmber. So this happened the first week. A lot of Novenber

was spent planning --

DISIDE B T'c/! ne about sone of the planning
(b) (6)
that you did in Novenmber |eading up to the exercise fromthe

first week of Decenber of '18.

DISIDE B So ! attended a couple of neetings at MAG
where(b%(r?g: pur pose was to just get everyone on board. For
C-130's, | was focused on the transport of cargo to the airfield
that we were flying to. And then also the aerial refueling with

t he other MAG 12 squadrons here.

DISIDE B So. roughly, as |'ve heard from ot her
(b) (6)
Wi tnesses in the first of Decenber, 2018, there'd be F-18's
flying out of Iwakuni, rehearsing typical mssion sets. And
C-130's flying fromIwakuni to |ocations, dropping off and
pi cking up people and cargo in support. And then there would
al so be C-130's conducting air refueling in different places of
F-18's.
Do you understand that, in general, to be correct?
B  Yes, sir.
(b) (6) _
B How did the Tanker squadron
(b) (6) _ _ :
communi cate with the fighter squadron, the receiver squadron,
about what they would do together in terns of air refueling? How

was air refueling comruni cated, the specifics of it, between

recei vers and Tanker about the what, where, and when?

DISIDE B Ckay. So that -- and soo | was the go-to
(b) (6)
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basically, since | was planning this exercise. | was also the
FDO.

B  V\hat does FDO stand for?
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
or any person at the desk?

B 'he Flight Duty Officer.
B So it's kind of |ike an ODO, or SDO,

DISIDE B Yes sir. So we stand at a week at a
(b) (6)
time, kind of, at 152.

DIENDN NN Okay.
(b) (6) _ , :
B But since | was planning this | was also

(b) (6) ]
schedul ed as the FDO for the entire week.

EIENDN B O<ay.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
basically two ways we were communi cating. The first was through

B So what woul d happen, we -- there was

the flows, and that was written nmonths i n advanced.

DISIDE B So the flow, that's |like a gant chart
on a ([:t))z)\(l\?()%r poi nt presentation, with horizontal lines that its got
-- on a vertical axis it's got the squadrons, and a horizontal
axis is tinmes perhaps?

B  Yes, sir.
B And then included in those lines would

(b) (6)

(b) (6) _ _ .
the specifics, like the give and the | ocation?

DISIDE B  Yes sir. So these were witten nonths
(b) (6)
ago. And that was, kind of, the first way | think we were
communi cating. WAs we were planning -- | was planning our

SORTY's and witing the schedul es a week before the actual
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exercise, based off of the flows. And then | was revising them
as the week went on with any changes that were happening | ast
m nute. So the first day conmes up, we have the schedule witten
for the next day. And all | have to do is try and get the crews
that | have assigned to the ariel refueling m ssion in contact

with who's flying the mssion for the jets. So --

DI B £ il between the OPSO s and --
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
was just asking them hey |I have ny C-130 crew assigned. 1'd

B So | was calling their duty desk and |

like to get themin touch with who you have flying the next day.
And that worked for the first day. And that was mainly how we
didit. And then they would link up and that's when they would

start coordinating the specifics.

And then for the -- on Mnday, | know that we had, or
Sunday, | can't really renenber which day it was. But, for the
first day of flying, I had one of our C-130 crew nenbers go over

to the jet squadron to attend their confirmation brief. And then

DISIDE B Did 242 have a confirmation brief?
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
| can't remenber which building they went to specifically.

B | think it was at 242, or it was at 225.

DI B But, were all the jet guys at the sanme
(b) (6)
pl ace?

B | think so.
B $They had a conbined confirmation

(b) (6)

~ (b)(®)
brief?
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DISIDE B | think so. |1'mnot sure.
(b) (6)

DIENDN BN Okay.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
the C-130 crew to the confirmati on brief. And this was for the,

B | just know that we sent one nenber from

| believe we did this on Sunday, for Monday's flight schedul e.

DISIDE B Arc you surprised to | earn that night
(b) (6)
aerial refueling was being conducted at the tinme and place of the

m shap? O did you expect that?

DISIDE B | \as expecting that. It would have just
(b) (6)
been a little bit of a different time if the President hadn't
passed away. So the national day of mourning is what shifted

Wednesday's schedul e so drastically.

DISIDE B So tell me nore about that. So,
al ri g(k?t) EG)WE' ve got from previous interviews that, and of course
we're famliar, that Wednesday was a national day of nourning.
So it was declared to be a federal holiday. Obviously, we're in
Japanese standard tinme out here, so that inpacts all of that.
But, when did we find out about Wednesday being a

nati onal day of mourning? Wen did you find out?

IS B $So on Tuesday norning | had the crews
assi g(r?zegs)for Wednesday's lines. VWhich would have been a ten |ine
schedule. So Tuesday norning | started calling the jet
squadrons, seeing if they had their crews assigned and trying to

just link up. Just like |I had done the previous two days.

EIENDN B Yes.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

B 'hey didn't really know what they were
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doi ng yet, or they hadn't had the crew assigned, or they said
t hey woul d get back to nme when they had that information. So the

day, kind of, went on |like --

DISIDE B hey didn't know because of the day of
(b) (6)

nmour ni ng or?
DISIDE B And | think it became clearer later. So

(b) (6)
| got an e-mail from DS N 2'ound 1300 or so, that

timeframe in the afte}éy)fétc)))n saying that the flow were probably
going to be totally different due to the national day of

mour ni ng. And that he would have nore information after they had
the 1500 CUB on Tuesday.

So, basically, | was just waiting for that CUB to
happen, and then waiting for my OPSO to cone back to the squadron
to tell ne what Wednesday was going to look |like. Before she
came back from MAG the FDO desk got a call from BISHSHE N
i nform ng us, pretty nuch, what Wednesdays AR rris(gi)g% was goi ng
to look like. And that was -- we couldn't do anything until

m dni ght, so the plan was to take off --

DISIDE B V\ich was actually Thursday, right.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
turn engines on until mdnight basically. So we planned one AR

B Thursday norning at mdnight, correct.

I Okay.
B But for Wednesday's schedule, we couldn't

m ssion to make up for the whole day lost, to take off at 0030

Thur sday nmorning and conduct one ariel refueling m ssion, and

t hen come back.
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DISIDE B  And when about did you know that was
(b) (6)
going to be the plan?

DISIDE B $'hat was around, probably, 1600 --
(b) (6)
bet ween 1600 and 1700.

DISIDE B O Wednesday or Thursday?
(b) (6)
DIENDSN BN On Tuesday.

(b) (6)
BN O Tuesday?

(b) (6)
B 0 wite Wednesday's schedul e.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
wor k day on Tuesday, you're able to publish a schedul e that

B $ Ckay. So that way at close of normal

reflected what you just described to be executed on Wednesday,
cal ender day, to allow for planning and briefing before m dnight
to take off 30 mnutes after mdnight. So that the actual flight

event is on Thursday?

NSO B Yes. siv.
(b) (6)
I Ckay.
(b) (6)
B So the crew showed at 2130 Wednesday

_ (b) (6)
ni ght .

EIENDN BN | understand.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
schedul e.

B So that's why they were on the Wednesday

DISIDE B Cool. So when did 242 get the word on

(b) (6)
t hat now?

DISISE B So | ' mnot sure because | was sitting at

(b) (6)
the FDO desk the whole tine. NS B our OPSO was at the

(A), (b)
CUB on Tuesday at 1500. (6)
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EIENDN B O<ay.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
representatives fromthe MAG were at this neeting to find out

B And | can only assune that other

what they were doing. So | don't really know | can't give you

a solid answer on that. But - -

DI B But, you think -- and we'll talk to
(b) (6)
B - but, you think [DESH N had simlar

(A), (0) _ _ _ (A), (b)

jenf or mati on you just described? (e\\as able to share that at the

CUB on Tuesday?

EIENDN BN Probably. | --
(b) (6)

(b) (6
expect ed?

B $T'hat woul d have been what you

DISISE B Correct. She was our rep there from 152.
(b) (6)

DIENDN NN Okay.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
squadrons had sent one to find out what they were doing, since

B | wuld only assunme that the other

IDIE8E B s2id that flows were going to be changing due to
gcgb)fi(g) national day of mourning. | only assune that the other
squadrons were there to see what they were doing.

I Okay.

B S nce MAG called us and, pretty nuch,

(b) (6)

(b) (6) _ _
told us what we were doi ng AR wi se.

DISIDE B /s to the shift in tinme, what tine
(b) (6)
was that flight scheduled for?

DISIDE B 2 Cay. So the crew of Sunp-41, normally
(b) (6)
Wednesday's schedul e woul d have been a ten line schedule. Their
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flight would have been part of a section that would have taken

of f at around -- they would have | anded. They were scheduled to
| and, per the flows, at around m dnight 30, so Thursday norning.
And then we would have had an additional single C- 130 | anding at

0200 on Thursday norni ng.

DIEIDN B O<ay.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
going to be Sump-48, | think, in a section, |anding at 0030. And

B So originally, the crew, Sunp-41, was

t hen Sunmpb-49 woul d have been | andi ng at 0200.

DISIDE B So you had C-130's scheduled to fly
(b) (6)
past m dnight prior to the day of nourning?

DISIDE B Yes. | had to aircraft's -- and this was

(b) (6)
just per the flow, yes. Just a tentative, rough, hard schedul e

was two C-130's would have | anded, roughly, a little after

m dni ght. And then a single one would have been | andi ng around
0200. And that was just based off of what the flows -- that's
how | wrote all the schedules until things changed and | had to

just revise the schedul e.

DI B And you had the flows for sonme

(b)(6) _ .
anount of time prior to the exercise?

DISIDE B  'he flows had been witten for a while.
(b) (6)
And they had just been updated every so often. Originally, this

was supposed to be Vigilant Ace, so sonme of the airspace was
supposed to be sonewhere el se. And then when that got cancel ed,
things like that changed. But, for the nost part the tinmes and

the, you know, the gives were roughly the sane.
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DISIDE B Ckay. So you said you're a schedule
.. (b)(6)
witer?
B Just when I'mon FDO. Yes, sir.
(b) (6)
B Yes. So you're experienced in
(b) (6) . .
devel opi ng flight schedul es and preparing them for your
commandi ng officer's approval, right? To authorize flight?
DIENDSN BN Yes. sir.
(b) (6)
B Do you -- are you famliar with the

(b) (6)
program cal | ed MSHAR?

DIENDSE BN Yes. sir.

(b) (6)
BN Do you use it?

(b) (6) _
B  Yes, sir.

(b) (6) .
B Do you -- does the C-130 have training

(b) (6)

codes for specific types of flights, like, for cargo versus day,

and versus night, and versus aerial delivery?
B  Yes, sir.
(b) (6) o , ,
B s there a training code for night air
(b) (6)

refueling, when you're providing fuel to fighters?

DISIDE B oo So 3600 is the code that's for day
(b) (6)
and night for fixed wing. The only night code for AR that we

have is if we are refueling a helicopter.

DISIDE B ' nteresting. So it's the sanme code,
(b) (6)
day or night, if you're providing fuel to a fixed w ng?

DISISE Bl Correct. But, we also add an additional
(b) (6)
code, which is 2151 or 2150, denoting if it's high light or |ow

light. So we just have an extra code saying that it's going to
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be on goggles, but the fixed wing AR code is the sanme day or
night, if it's for jets or [inaudible].

DISIDE B So i f you were going out and doing

(b) (6)
ni ght systens, low |light |level air refueling, what would the two

codes that you would typically include on the flight schedul e?

DISIDE B Sco it would have been 3600 and then 2151.

(b) (6) :
B  Vhat woul d be the purpose of putting
(b) (6)

that on the flight schedule? Wy is that?

DISIDE B That's so that it gets screened properly.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B 'c/! ne about that. \What is
(b) (6)
screeni ng?

DISIDE B $So whenever we put the -- we get the

(b) (6) o .
codes, the training codes or whatever codes that are going to

happen for the flight, we put that on the schedule. |[|'mthe
first person who should be screening it. So | go through MSHARP
and | try and catch anything. |[If | mss anything, the schedule

goes through DOSS. And their job is to screen the schedul e.

DISIDE B And DGSS, that's the Director of
(b) (6)
Safety and Standardication? That's, like, the Flight Safety

Depart nent ?

EIENDN BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6) _
screen the flight schedul e?

DISIDE B 'hey' re looking for people who are

(b) (6)
unqual ified, not current. |If they haven't received that code,

B And what is DOSS | ooking for when they

then it should be annotated as an initial code. And if it is an
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initial code, do they have the prerequisites to get that code?
Do they have their flight physical up-to-date? They're just --
they're screening all of these safety things to make sure that

you are legal and qualified to fly.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. Have you ever prepared a flight
(b) (6)
schedul e that you wal ked down to the DOSS shop, and DOSS had a
questi on about?

ENENDN EEENNNN V¢! |, probably.

(b) (6)
B Yess And how -- and lets say, for
(b) (6) o
exanpl e, you prepared a schedule that had an error in it and DOSS
caught it. And how, | nmean, how would that go down? Wat would
-- the DOSS would tell you they had a problemand if you coul dn't
resolve that, then what would you and what woul d the DOSS

representative do with that?

DISIDE B So if there is a mstake on it that can
be co(rbz(e(séted, then | just sinply go back to the conputer and
correct the schedule and bring hima new one. But, if it's -- if
it cones to the point where sonmeone can't fly because we can't
fix it before the flight, then we have to just reassign and find

a new crew menmber to go who can do it. And that's really all

|'ve ever experienced. It's either --
DISIDE B So hypothetically, what if the DOSS
(b) (6)

had, |ike, a huge problemw th the schedule and there was, |ike,

an argunent between a hypothetical schedule witer and a
hypot heti cal DOSS? What would those two officers do? O how

woul d they resolve that?
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DISIDE B ke a [inaudible]?
(b) (6)

(b) (6) _
assocli ated with an event perhaps?

B L ke a disagreenent about the risk

DISIDE B | think that's when the OPSO woul d get

_ (b) (6) _
i nvol ved at that point.

DISIDE B  And maybe even the CO, dependi ng on
(b) (6)
the situation?

DISIDE B Then she would probably take it to the CO

_ (b) (6) _
if she deened it necessary.

DIEIDE B 't woul d be elevated to your chain of

(b) (6)
conmand?

DISIDE B Correct. It would be.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
CO know the DOSS has seen the flight schedul e?

B V¢é!!, how do you know -- how does the

DISIDE B T'here is an initial. So there's four
(b) (6)
people | need to take the schedule to, to get it initialed before

the CO signs it.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. Vo are those people and what
(b) (6)
are they looking for?

DISIDE B So the first person | take it tois Air

(b) (6)
Crew Training. And they're |looking at the training side of it.

They're seeing who's getting initial codes, who needs what, and
they're also -- they should also be screening to make sure on
MSHARP that they're also legal to fly. So they're also, you
know, they're kind of a back-stop before it gets to DCSS.

VWhen Air Crew Training initials it, they're telling nme
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okay, | like who you have on the schedule, | |ike the codes,
continue. | take it to DOSS. That's where DOSS i s now screening
all of the codes that Air Crew Training screened to nmake sure are
correct. And they're also checking to nake sure -- they're not
checking so much for Air Crew Training, of course, but they're
checking to nmake sure, like | said earlier, that the crew nenber

is legal, and current, and --

DISIDE B Arc you famliar with OPNAV 3710, SOP

EIENDE BN Yes, Sir.

B Does OPNAV 3710 require that your
(b) (6)
flight schedul e have those little initial blocks at the bottom of

it? What is OPNAV 3710 require? Are you famliar?

DISIDE B | can't recall that one, sir. |'msorry.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B Ckay. Are famliar with the

(b) (6)
operational risk management process, ORM? You ever heard of ORW?

EIENDN BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
you define a hazard?

B Can you, in the aviation context, can

B So it's sonething that --

B |0 your own words, | nean.
B Yes, sir. It's just sonething that can

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
pose a potential threat to the aircraft. And that's where we

have a ri sk assessment worksheets that we fill out as FDO s, as

well. They go --

DISIDE I V¢!l let nme ask, sorry. \hat's a
(b) (6)
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ri sk? You just defined a hazard for me, sonething that can

happen to the aircraft. Then what's this -- what is a risk? |Is
that -- are they the sane thing, or is that sonething different
or?

DISIDE B oo So | would define risk as somnething

(b) (6)
that we are, kind of, willing to accept to a certain degree to

get the m ssion done and get training done. But, a hazard is
sonet hing that, you know, | would say a thunderstormis a hazard.

That's something that's, kind of, rigid and can actually --

DIEIDE B Ckay. So you were tal king about an
(b) (6)
ORM wor ksheet. Tell ne about that.

DISIDE B Yes sir. So we fill out -- they're

(b) (6)
called risk assessnent worksheets, that we put in with the

schedule. And that's where we fill these out and we just try to

identify any risks, | guess.

DISIDE B  Vhen you identify risks, what do you
_(b) (6)
do with it?
DISIDE B So on the backs of the sheet, there's a
(b) (6)
bunch of a different boxes dependi ng on what kind of m ssion that
we're doing. So if we're doing an AR m ssion, some of the things
are like, is it a formation, is it at night, I think. 1'd have

to reviewit.

DISIDE B  Vhat's the purpose of this docunent?
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
of themit's, like, is the crew qualified and current? |If you're

B It's to identify any risk. Like, on all

doi ng HELO AR, is the plan going to be above 140,000 pound? Just
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things like that. It would be easier if | have one in front of
me. | could explain it.

B t's okay. [|'ve seen one. All right.
B Yes, sir. So | fill it out and I -- if

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
it is a mediumor above, then the whole RAWIiIs now a medi um And

[ fill it out with any, you know, to try and make it low. And
t hen DOSS does the same thing. They look at it and they' Il fill

it out and the CO signs it, as well.

OISO BN lLets talk a little bit about your

ski | I(bgl(r?()j experience as a C-130 pilot and aircraft commander.
Have you ever conducted night air refueling of a fixed
wing aircraft?

IS B  Yes. sir.

— B  And in your conduct of night air
refue(lbi)(r% of fixed wing aircraft, have you ever done that under
ni ght systenms, while you were wearing night vision goggles?

IS B  Yes. sir.

(b) (6) _
B  V¢re you wearing the ANVS-9 perhaps,

. (D)(6)
ni ght vision goggl e?

B | believe so. Yes, sir.
B  Yes. You get issued that one. \hat

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
external lighting configuration would be normal for the C-1307?

DISIDE B Usvally, just overt and then if the

_ (b) (6) _ _
aircraft -- if the jets request covert, then we'll go up covert.

DIEIDE B Ckay. So overt, so that's position
(b) (6)
lights, anti-collision beacon, strip lights --
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DISIDE B Vé'!! turn the bottomstrip off for
(b) (6)
refuel I ng.

DISIDE B 'he bottom strobe on the C-130, which
(b) (6)

is the red anti-collision light, which is | abeled strobe. And
that's normally off during your refueling. |[If you turn it on,

does that conmuni cate sonething?

DISIDE B 'f we turn that on, that would signal to

(b) (6)
break away fromthe aircraft. But, we always turn -- that's part

of our pre ARflowis to turn that off. So it's always off.

DISIDE B Ckay. And there's another strobe
(b) (6)
that's on top of the vertical stabilizer, right, near the

el evat or?

EIENDE BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
DIENDN BN Yes, sir.

(b) (6) :
I Ckay. If you switched the C-130,
(b) (6)

B And that one would normally be on?

KC-130J external lighting systemto covert or at night, aided if
you w ll, what does that do to all the external |ights on the
aircraft?

DISIDE B 't allows, if you're on NVG s, it just
(b) (6)
makes It easier for the jets to be able to see the aircraft
without it blinding themout, or hailing themout with the overt

lighting. It just nakes it, |ike, NVG conpatible.

DISIDE B So the assunption being that the
(b) (6)
receiver is wearing night vision goggles and | ooking the tubes at

the C-130?
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EIENDN B Yes.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
the -- so the C-130 have sonething called strip lights on the

B 't kind of, dims the C-130 lights and

fusel age of the aircraft?

DISIDE B  Yes. sir. There's formation lights.

(b) (6) _ _
B Formation, formlights?
(b) (6) _
DIENDN BN Yes. sir.
(b) (6)
B And the formlights are -- that's |ike

(b) (6)
a green, kind of? And are they overt, or covert, or both, or

tell nme about those.

DIENDN BN They' re IR
(b) (6)
B They're IR strip lights?
(b) (6) _
B  Yes., sir.
(b) (6)
BN Okay. Do you have --
(b) (6) _
B ' you turn the formlights up all the

(b) (6)
way you can see them They just get brighter.

DIENDN I O<ay.
(b) (6)

~ (b)(®)
bel i eve.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. So you think it's just one
(b) (6)
light that you dimand don't din? |Is that how you think it

B But, if -- they will work over covert |

works? O do you think it's two |ights next to each other, one
Is overt, one is covert? O are you not sure?
B ! think it's one light.
(b) (6)

I Ckay. Al right. Are there any other
(b) (6)
special lights that the C-130 has, external, for the purpose of

18
Enclosure 134



air refueling that you can think of?

EIENDN BN There's pod lights.

(b) (6) :
B Tc/! me about pod lights.

(b) (6)
B So at the end of the refueling road, our

(b) (6)
-- so just in front of the -- so when the jet is about to plug,

they should be able to see, it's either going to be a circle with

a-- it's, like, either going to be a green circle, an amber
yellow, or all of it which is would be red | believe. If it's
yellow with the circle. And that's just being able -- that's

telling themdifferent things. Like, green is good fuel flow.
If it's anber, the Tanker is ready to plug. And then if it's

red, it's don't plug, basically.

DISIDE B And that's on the external store that
ki nd ((?12(6I)ooks like a pod, if you will. It kind of |ooks |ike an
external fuel tank that contains the reel and the basketer drone
assenbly. It's up there on the wing, is that where you're

tal king on where that is? O is that actually on the basket?

DISIDE B 't s on the basket, sir.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B So there's a light that changes
(b) (6)
colors. It's actually on the basket of the C-1307?

DISIDE B o, sir. | think it's on the pod.
(b) (6)
B Yes. I!t's up on the pod, right? Yes.
(b) (6) _ L
But, if your probe is in the basket and you coul d | ook
up the hose on the pod, then you would see that and that would
give the air crew information about how far up they pushed in or

pul | ed out or whatever on the hose. Okay.
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And then the basket itself, does it have any kind of
illumnation on it? Does it light up or does it have a ridiom or
atridiomor glowin the dark stuff? O do you know much about

t hat ?

DIEISE Bl  Not really, sir. 1'mnot sure.

— B Ckay. It's okay to answer. |It's a --
you' r(é))(sest)Jpposed to fly the Herc, right? Not the lit basket.

What about on the horizontal stabilizer of the C-1307?

Are there any lights there that shine forward, or do you have
| anding lights, or taxi lights, or other kinds of lights on the
C- 1307

DISIDE B | think there is a strip light on the

~ (b)(6) o
hori zontal stabilizer.

IENDN B O<ay.
(b) (6)

I'd have to review t hough.
(b) (6)
(lb) (6)

B s there a light on the horizontal

stabilizer that shines forward that illum nates the back of the
C-130 for use of receivers to, kind of, |light up the back of your
airplane to make it easier to fly formation? O are you famliar
with anything |like that?

DISIDE B | mnot sure, sir. | don't think so.

(b) (6) -
B $O<ay. Have you ever conducted air
(b) (6)
refueling at night where the fixed wing receivers asked you to go

covert?

DIENDSE BN Yes. sir.
(b) (6)

B s that normal, not normal ?
(b) (6)
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DISIDE B 't s | would say typically normal.
(b) (6)

(b) (6) _
woul d you do that in?

B Normal ? And in what kind of airspace

DIEISE B 2 Special use airspace.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
sone place where it was schedul ed so you're protected?

B Some kind of, like, restricted area or

DIENDSN BN Yes. sir.
(b) (6)
B O<ay. |Is the Itras South, when
(b) (6) _ .
operating disregard, would you consi der that special use
ai rspace?
DISIDE B | wuld consider it special use. Yes,
(b) (6)

DIEIDE B 2 ay. Even when it's -- even when the

(b) (6)
flight schedule notes it says to regard, it would still be

speci al use airspace?

DISIDE B | have never flown it. | didn't think it
(b) (6)
woul d ever be do regard. |It's always been under control ever

since | have been here.

EIENDN B O<ay.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
consider it special use airspace if you're in those confine --

B | know it was VFR procedures that night.

[ HEACH
B | ouess it wouldn't -- | would al ways

DIEIDE B Ckay. And if you're in the Herc, and
(b) (6)
the Herc is covert only, would a unaided pilot of another

aircraft be able to see you pretty well, or not? O are you not

21
Enclosure 134



sure? In lowlight Ievel conditions, you're |ow |light only.

DISIDE B 'hey should be able to, sir.
(b) (6)
BN So when you're --
(b) (6) _ :
B Unaided, no. |'msorry, not unaided.
(b) (6) _
BN Unai ded?
(b) (6) . .
B Unaided, no. No, sir.
(b) (6)
B 2 O<ay. So then that woul d necessitate
(b) (6)
t hat anot her person, no matter where they were, they'd have to
have goggles on to see.
DIENDSE BN Yes. sir.
(b) (6)
B 2 CO<ay. Have you ever been conducting
(b) (6)
air refueling at night, covert, with an F-18, and the F-18 went
m dni ght where he turned off all his lights. Have you ever seen
or heard of that?
DI B o, sir. Usually, the last person -- if
(b) (6)
they do that then at least the last jet in the formation should

be carrying all of the lights, basically. They should be overt

if they do that.

DISIDE B Overt with, like, red wing tip, green

(b) (6)
wing tip, white tail light, and maybe an overt strobe or

anti-collision beacon?

DISIDE B \Wth the strobe lights and position

_ (b) (6) _
lights. Yes, sir.

B And what's the purpose of that?

(b) (6)
B T'hat's just to -- so if we're in a

(b) (6)
formation, if we're -- we're basically one flight. W are
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conducti ng MARSA, but for other aircraft, they know there's an
aircraft there at | east.

| HENeR:\D
B V¢'re just so close to each other it's,

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
you know, |ike one big airplane basically, | guess.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. \Wen you conduct air refueling,

(b) (6)
do you have an enlisted crew nmenber in the back perform ng

observer duties?

EIENDE BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6) _
and the purpose of that crew station.

B ¢/l m what -- where he or she is,

DISIDE B So there's one in each of the observer

(b) (6)
wi ndows. And they are telling us, and they're our main |ine of

communi cati on because we can't see anything behind our w ng.
They are telling us when the jet is in the observation or left,
echelon left, basically. And they are telling us when they're
stabl e, when there's no rate of closure, and when they're
actually in that position. They tell us when they are stern, so
that's when they get right behind the basket. They tell us when
they are stable and there's no rate of closure, and then that's
when we clear themto contact.

DISNDN BN O<ay.

(b) (6) - -

B So they play a pretty inportant role in

- (b)(6)
t his.

DISIDE B So if a Hornet was in the stern

(b) (6)
position and had all of his or her lights conpletely off, then
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t he observer would have to be | ooking through the night vision
goggl es to see that Hornet?

B  Yes, sir.
B Okay. \What are -- at 15,00 feet, what

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
doors woul d you have open?

DISIDE B V¢ wuldn't have any doors open.
(b) (6)

_ (b) (6)
ri ght?

DIENDSE BN Yes. sir.
(b) (6)
B And why is that?
(b) (6)
B V¢!, we -- above 10,000 we're not -- you

(b) (6)
woul d have to be on oxygen above 10,000. But, we never do jet

B  You' d have all the doors closed,

refueling or alnost any refueling with the doors open.

DISIDE B So the aircraft's pressurized?
(b) (6)
B Yes. sir.
(b) (6)
B So you would have all the doors closed

(b) (6)
because the doors, because the aircraft is pressurized?

EIENDN BN Yes, sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
observer or observers in the back, where are those in the C-130?

B  And where are the windows this

DISISE B 'hey' re on the paratroop doors. And
(b) (6)
that's the wi ndow that they're | ooking out of.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. Rough size of that wi ndow?
(b) (6)

(b) (6) _
probably the size of your head.

B FProbably, 1'd say you'd be able to --

DISIDE B $So mybe 12 inches square?
(b) (6)
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DISIDE B  Around.  Yes, sir.

(b) (6) : , :
B Plus or minus four or five inches?

(b) (6) . _
Maybe a little bigger?

EIENDN BN Yes, sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
o' clock. 1Is there a big window in the very back of the C 1307

B  V\hat about the window to dead six

DIENDN BN o sir.
(b) (6)
B So there's window. So the ranmp and

(b) (6)
door when they're closed, there's no transparent --

DIENDN I o

% B - there. So really, there's a door
out t(g)%(s%e | eft, parachute. There's a window at the left
parachute door and a wi ndow at the right parachute door, but
there's -- if the aircraft is not in any of those positions, and
t he observer is not wearing night vision goggles, then the
receiver would not be visible to the observer. Am/I saying that
ri ght?

DISIDE B for the nost part. Yes, sir. Running up
al ong(b%E)G\Z\/ards the flight station there are a couple nore w ndows.

They' d be able to see a receiver.

EIENDN . O<ay.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
| ook at because --

B But, that's not the windows that they

B $T'hat's not where they are.

(b) (6)
B - t(he parachute door, the paratroop door

(b) (6)
wi ndow is the farthest aft wi ndow that they can | ook out of. And
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that's what they | ook out of to see the jets.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. Were you surprised to learn
(b) (6)
that we were doing, or that your MAG was doing air refueling at 2

a.m, 200 mles offshore? O is that, kind of, normal stuff?

DISIDE B For the exercise, | was not surprised.
(b) (6)
B VWY is that? Wiy were you not
(b) (6)
surprised?
DISISE B Because that was part of the flows.
(b) (6)
B !t was the plan?
(b) (6) o . ,
B | was anticipating it for, pretty nuch,
(b) (6)
nont hs | eading up. The only thing that really changed was the

airspace was different.

DISIDE B So in anticipation of that plan, what
types(sz1(‘6)acti on were taken at the squadron level to identify and
schedule crews to fly at that hour when | think maybe nost people
are asleep. | don't know if you guys regularly do 24 hour ops,
but was it -- were crews identified the day prior, the week, the

nmont h? How far out were crews identified?

DISIDE B | started witing the schedules for the
- - of(bt)(k?t)e week prior, but names changed pretty consistently when
DOSS or Air Crew Training identifies when soneone can't fly.
It's very common for nanes to change. [It's not unheard of for us
to fly after mdnight. W do red eyes to Alaska and to Hawai i
every so often. That requires us to show late in the day and

then fly ten or 11 hours past mdnight. Wat we did is just what

we normally do for a reschedule. Al the crews were assigned
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12 hours of crew rest.

DIEIDE B2 Ckay. How many days in advanced do

(b) (6)
you think the m shap air crew of the C-130 had notice before they
were flying at that hour to adjust their circadian rhythns, and

their clocks, and what not?

DISIDE B | wuld say probably one or two days
(b) (6)
prior.

EIENDN BN At | east one day?
(b) (6)

_ (b) (6)
wi th our prog?

DISIDE B | amnot famliar with the prog.
(b) (6)
B Ckay.

(b) (6) :
I s that the prognostic?

(b) (6)
B | don't really don't even know what it

(b) (6) _ _
stands for, but it's basically --

B !t's the forecast?

B !t's the forecast, so everyone can see on

B So! had it on our -- are you famliar

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
the prog what they're doing for the next nonth or so.

EIENDN B O<ay.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
about a week or two weeks before. But, those changed so

B So ! started assigning crews on prog

drastically all the time with just different changes. Especially
with the airfield that we were flying to, those hours changed.
So that changed the anpunt of SORTY's we were doing on one day

vice the ot her.

DISIDE B A'c famliar with a drug called
(b) (6)

27
Enclosure 134



Ambi en?

DISIDE B  Yes, sir. I've heard of it.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
taken 1t, to your know edge?

B You have heard of it? Have you ever

EIENDN B No, SiT.
(b) (6)

(b) 6)
roomfor this event?

B  V\4s Anbien prescribed to your ready

DIESIDE B o, sir.

e B  Vhat about any type of go pill, sone
type g)%(Gg);o-no go pills? Didthe flight surgeon give you guys go
pills to help you keep up?

DISIDE B o, sir. | didn't hear about anything
(b) (6)
bei ng prescribed by the doc for this exercise.

DIENDN NN Okay.
(b) (6) _
DISIDE B So You were tal king about the

fli gh(tb) g%hedul e and the different individuals that it has to go
to before it gets to the CO You said Air Crew Training and the
DOSS. \Where el se does the flight schedule have to go in

VMGR- 1527

B 't then goes to the OPSO
(b) (6)
DIEHDN B O<ay.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
the sanme thing, everything everyone else is doing. She's just

B So she signs it. She's basically doing

screening it, checking for any m stakes, and then it goes to
mai nt enance. And mmi ntenance is just seeing if they can support

the schedule with aircraft. They're not screening for --
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DISIDE B So they are not an initial block on
(b) (6)
the flight schedul e?
B Pardon?
(b) (6) oo
B Do they have an initial block on
(b) (6)
the flight schedul e?
DISIDE B $'hey have an initial block, but --
(b) (6)
[ HENeR%D
(b) (6) _ _
B - they're basically just on the

(b) (6)
mai nt enance side of it though. Seeing if they can support.

DISIDE B So they're screening it for their
(b) (6)
functional are, which is aircraft availability for that tinme of

day?
DISIDE B  Yes. sir. They're not screening it for

(b) (6)
safety or anything like that. But, the other three usually are.

DISIDE B And then where does it go after

(b))
mai nt enance?

DISIDE B $And then that's where | take it to the CO

(b) (6) _
and he signs it.

DIl B Ckay.  How about changes to the
(b) (6)
flight schedule. How is that done at VMGR-152? Once it's signed
by the CO?
[DIENDSN BN Once it's signed?
(b) (6)
I Correct.
(b) (6) . . :
B $ Ckay. So once it's signed, it's usually
(b) (6)
red penned. |f sonething needs to change, | nean, we try and

avoid this at all cost to red pen anything, but | think on the
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schedul e, on Wednesday's schedul e we had a red pen because one of
the pilots we identified later couldn't -- wasn't going to be
avail able for that flight. So we red penned it and put a new
pilot on. And then the CO usually initials next to it so he's

made aware of any changes after the schedule' s been signed.

DISIDE B Vhy does your COinitial it?
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
He signed it. | think it's just showi ng that RCO knows about any

B Because he's the one signing the dockets.

changes.

DISIDE B So you think your COis the approval
(b) (6)
authority for flight schedul e changes?

EIENDN BN Yes, sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6) _
tell the CO? Wuld that be a big deal?

B Could the ODO just change it and not

DI B || think it would, yes, it would be a big
(b) (6)

deal .

DISIDE B So that's not okay. Could the ODO add
a tra(ibzlﬁ]g code to one of your flight schedules and, |ike, could
you -- if someone was scheduled to go do | don't know aeri al

delivery and then deci ded for whatever reason to do aeri al
delivery and then do fixed wing aerial refueling, and that code
was not included in the flight schedule and the aircraft
commander went out and did that, would the CO be cool with that?

Woul d that be okay?

DISIDE B oo | don't think he would be cool with
(b) (6)
I 1

it. t's supposed to -- everything should be screened. So if
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we' re doing sonmething --

DISIDE B So the flight schedul e should include

(b) (6)
the times, the crew, and the specific TNR code, and be approved

by the commandi ng officer?

DIENDSE BN Yes. sSir.

(b) (6)

DISIDE B s that your understandi ng?
(b) (6)

DIENDN BN Yes. sir.

(b) (6) _
B 2 Okay. Have you ever read Wng Order

(b) (6)
3710, 1st Marine Aircraft Wng Flight SOP? Have you ever read

t hat ?

DISIDE B || think | looked at it when | first got
(b) (6)
here, but | didn't --

DISIDE B  How did you receive a copy of that
(b) (6)
docunent ?

DISIDE B | believe | found it on the Sharepoint, |

- (b)(®)
t hi nk.

DIEIDE B Ckay. So it was a PDF or a Wrd

(b) (6)
docunment? Do you renenber?

DISIDE B | think so. Yes, sir. Sonething |ike
(b) (6)
t hat .

DISIDE B Ckay. Just like [inaudible] you

(b) (6)
flipped through it. Has it been updated since you checked into

the wing, or do you know?

B | mnot sure, sir.
B Ckay. Does the MAG have an SOP, a

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
3710, flight -- MAG 12 SOP for flight operations?
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DISIDE B | believe so. We have our inflight
(b) (6)
gui de. That's what we reference a | ot.

DISIDE B 2 Ckay. \Wat kind of information is in

_(b) (6) _
the inflight guide?

DISIDE B VFAR operations here, like, if you're
(b) (6)
comng in fromthe break, or down -- there's a |lot of stuff down

in ki as well.

DISIDE B  Frocedural stuff?
(b) (6) _
B  Yes., sir.
(b) (6)
B 2 Ckay. Does VMGR-152 have a squadron
(b) (6)
order 3710 SOP for flight operations?

EIENDN BN Yes, sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
EIENDN BN Yes, sSir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
or is that a PDF, or do you know what formit normally takes?

B Have you ever read that docunent?

B s that a Wrd docunent on Sharepoint,

IS B 't's a PDF on -- our new CO kind of,
wr ot e(bi)'EG)back in Septenber. He took over the 152 in June and
t hen published a new 152 SOP. And that got sent out around
Sept enber of |ast year, August/ Septenmber timefranme. And that got

di ssem nat ed t hroughout the squadron.

DISIDE B Ckay. Is it a docunent that you feel
(b) (6)
i ke the menmbers of your squadron take seriously?

BN Yes. sir.
(b) (6) _ : :
B So if your commanding officer --
(b) (6)

what's your CO s nane?
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IS I +#OIEIONON I
(b) (6) (6) _
B SO | ENOIOE R
) 6) . . .
provi ded witten guidance and put his signature on a docunent
that said do or don't do sonething, and your aircrew did

sonmet hing different, do you think that would be a problen?

DISIDE B  Yes. sir. It's going against what the CO

~ (b) (®) ]
-- it's a witten order.

DI B 't's a -- and you feel |ike your CO
(b) (6)
woul d hol d peopl e accountable for that?

DISIDE B | think so. Yes, sir.

(b) (6) _
B 2 O<ay. Have you ever known of a flight

(b) (6)
to be cancel ed at 152?

DIENDSE BN Yes. sSir.
(b) (6)
B Have you ever known of a flight to be
(b) (6)
cancel ed for safety, or ORM or sone kind of personal

consi der ati on?

DISIDE Bl ot that I'maware of. |'msure at sone
(b) (6)
poi nt that has happened. But, nothing that |I'm aware of.

DISIDE B 'f you felt unsafe to fly, maybe you
canme (tbza(6\3vork and you were sick, or you were enotionally upset
because you | earned of a death in the famly, or sone other
personal issue arose in your |life, or if you were asked to do
sonet hing you didn't feel that you were current proficient to do,
but somehow you got scheduled for it anyway. And you showed up

to the ODO and you just, kind of, threw your head up and said,

you know what, | can't do this. Wat kind of repercussions would
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you expect fromyour CO for that?

DISIDE B | wuldn't expect any repercussions.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)

() (6)
know about it.

B  Vhat about fromyour MAG conmander ?
B Fromthe MAG CO?

I Ves.
B | wuldn't expect that he would probably

EIENDN BN VY s that?
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
the CO has with the MAG CO on nane changes to the schedul e.

B | ' mnot sure what |ine of communication

DISIDE B So you feel like your CO would just
(b) (6)
handle it at the squadron level, put in another qualified crew

menmber, pen the schedule, signit, ORMit, brief it up, and

probably get it done if he -- assum ng he probably coul d?
DISIDE B | - that's under nmy -- | don't know what
(b) (6)

he tal ks to the MAG CO about. | don't know if he does, but I

woul d think that it would stop with my CO. And if he approves it

then --

DISIDE B  You don't think you would get in
(b) (6)
troubl e though?

DISIDE Bl oo | don't think I would get in trouble
(b) (6)
.

at a | think if you' re making a safe choice, he'd actually be

happy.

[DNENSN BN Have you ever seen anybody get in
(b) (6)
trouble for --

EIENDN BN No, SiT.
(b) (6)
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DISIDE B  'Have you ever -- has the CO as your
squad(rbza(r?)corrrrander, ever stood up in the ready room and said,
"the next person that cones in here and says they can't fly
because they're congested is out of my squadron.”

Have you ever heard anything like that?

DISIDE B Absolutely not, sir.
(b) (6)

] (b) (6)
li ke that?

B  VYuld you be shocked to hear sonething

DI B | wuld be. | would be shocked.

% B Yes. Ckay. Al right.

% B How many aerial refueling mssions
have (;B)E?)sai d you have flown? So how many tinmes have you done

AR?

DISISE B Probably ten or so.
(b) (6)
DISIDE B Out of those ten, when fixed wing
(b) (6)
ai rcraft approach, what echelon do you usually put themin?

EIENDE B left.

(b) (6)

IS I Al ways?
(b) (6)

EIENDN B Yes.

(b) (6) .
I And after they're finished, how do

(b) (6) _ .
you usually direct the aircraft?

DISIDE B So when we're all done with it, we should
al u(sszs'fl)ly be in the echelon right, unless we direct them
el sewhere dependi ng on where they want to depart. But, normally
they have just joined echelon left, go through the baskets, and

echelon right, and then we depart them depending on where they
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want to go.

They will say we want to head South. W'l either
descend them or clinb them 1,000 feet before they initiate any
turns. So we will say you're clear to depart to the South, clinb
to 1,000 feet above before initiating any turns. And then

they'll say copy, see you.

DIEKDN BN Have you ever split a section of
(b) (6)
fixed wwng aircraft? So one on echelon right, one on echelon

| eft?

DISIDE Bl ot that | remenber. But, it's -- |I'm
(b) (6)
sure It has been done before.

DISIDE B But, |'msaying in your experience.
(b) (6)
BN No.  No.
(b) (6) -
B You're an aircraft conmmander or are
(b) (6)
you a co-pilot?
B Aircraft commander, sir.

(b) (6) _
B Vould you be authorized at your
(b) (6)

current qualification level to be the aircraft commander
conducting night systens |low |ight |level air refueling of fixed
wing aircraft? Do you have that code?

DISIDE B | have that code. Yes, sir.

(b) (6)
B $So you can go do that all by yourself?
(b) (6)

B | could go do that with another person
(b) (6)
who was NSQ d, so night systemqualified and has that code. [|I'm
not a BIP, which is a Basic Instructor Pilot. | can't assign any
initial codes.
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DI B  You couldn't teach it, but you could

~ (b)(®)
do it?

B | could do it with another qualified

_ (b) (6)
pil ot .

DISIDE B Ckay. Wuld you feel confortable
. (b)(6)
doi ng that?

DIENDN BN | vwould.  Yes, sir.
(b) (6)
B Are you famliar with the document

(b) (6)
call ed the ATP-567?

EIENDE BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
ni ght systens aerial refueling? Do you know? You know where the

B Vhat does that docunent say about

-- have you ever read a section in the ATP-56 that tal ks about

ni ght systens air refueling?

DISIDE B Yes. sir. A while ago.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
to that docunent?

I  V\at were sone of the key conponents

DISIDE B So it's not very different from daytine.
It's (-b2(63)/ou have to maintain separation at |east 1,000 feet until
the jets are visual, so that's day or night. And then | would
say it's not really conducted any nuch differently. 1've never
done it differently than | would in day and night. It's just

you're on NVG s.

DIEIDE B Arc there different sections of the
(b) (6)
ATP-56 for fixed wing refueling and helicopter refueling, HAAR

and fixed wi ng AAR?
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EIENDN BN No, SiT.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
bet ween day and night for helicopter, HAAR, helicopter refueling

I Vhat are -- are there differences

or are they simlar?

DISIDE B No. | think there's a night section.
(b) (6)
B There is. So there's a night and a
. (0)(6) : : :
ni ght systens. So |I'm breaking up the word night and ni ght
systens when we speak right now. So do you think that there is a

ni ght systems fixed wing section in the ATP-56?

DISIDE B | believe there is.

(b) (6) : i
B  And do you feel like there's a night

(b) (6)
systens helicopter section in the ATP-56, as you recall?

EIENDE BN Yes, Sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
been read, and taught, and discussed in your training to be

B That's sone stuff that you would have

prepared to be an aircraft commander?

EIENDN BN Yes, Sir.

(b) (6)

EISNDN BN For part of your NSQ
(b) (6)

. (b)(6)
flight too.

B Normally review it before you go on a

DISIDE B Ckay. And there's -- clearly there's

(b) (6)
copies of current ATP-56's to be found in VMGR and V2 spaces?

DIENDSN BN Yes. sir.
(b) (6)
B Ckay. Al righ. | think that's it.
(b) (6) _ . :
Is there anything you would like to add that | have skipped over.

You can comment anything that you think is germane about this
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m shap. W really are commtted to finding out where we can
approve, not only docunmenting what happened, but, you know, where
we can i nprove and any contributing factors. Anything on your

m nd, please.

DISIDE B | don't have anything, sir.
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
safety and the command climate with VMGR- 1527

B How do you feel about the culture of

DISIDE B | think it's really good. The CO before
(b) (6)
the exercise, [DESH B 0ave a brief for the exercise on

Fri day before Efgbzn’e(b)week, and the CO at the end of it stood up in
front of the squadron and said, if this is training do not push
it if you are unconfortable. He specifically said, if it's

weat her or anything that you deem not safe, don't feel |ike you

have to push it for this exercise.

DISNDN BN That's great.

(b) (6) _ _
I \othing else, sir.

(b) (6) _ _
BN Thank you, [DEENEN- The judge will

(b) (3) (A), |
(b) (6) (b) (6)
swear you out .

{19l B \os warned, sworn, and excused.]
(b) (6)
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