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Title 18 – Crimes and Criminal Procedures
United States Code Sections 641, 793, 794, 798, and 952
§ 641. Public money, property or records
Whoever embezzles, steals, purloins, or knowingly converts to his use or the use of another, or without
authority, sells, conveys or disposes of any record, voucher, money, or thing of value of the United
States or of any department or agency thereof, or any property made or being made under contract for
the United States or any department or agency thereof; or Whoever receives, conceals, or retains the
same with intent to convert it to his use or gain, knowing it to have been embezzled, stolen, purloined
or converted—
Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; but if the value of such
property in the aggregate, combining amounts from all the counts for which the defendant is convicted
in a single case, does not exceed the sum of $1,000, he shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not
more than one year, or both.
The word ‘‘value’’ means face, par, or market value, or cost price, either wholesale or retail, whichever
is greater.
(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 725; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(H), (L), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, § 606(a), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3511; Pub. L. 108–275, § 4,
July 15, 2004, 118 Stat. 833.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 82, 87, 100, 101 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 321, §§ 35, 36, 47, 48, 35 Stat.
1095, 1096–1098; Oct. 23, 1918, ch. 194, 40 Stat. 1015; June 18, 1934, ch. 587, 48 Stat. 996; Apr. 4, 938,
ch. 69, 52 Stat. 197; Nov. 22, 1943, ch. 302, 57 Stat. 591.)
Section consolidates sections 82, 87, 100, and 101 of title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed. Changes necessary to
effect the consolidation were made. Words ‘‘or shall willfully injure or commit any depredation against’’
were taken from said section 82 so as to confine it to embezzlement or theft.
The quoted language, rephrased in the present tense, appears in section 1361 of this title. Words ‘‘in a
jail’’ which followed ‘‘imprisonment’’ and preceded ‘‘for not more than one year’’ in said section 82,
were omitted. (See reviser’s note under section 1 of this title.)
Language relating to receiving stolen property is from said section 101.
Words ‘‘or aid in concealing’’ were omitted as unnecessary in view of definitive section 2 of this title.
Procedural language at end of said section 101 ‘‘and such person may be tried either before or after the
conviction of the principal offender’’ was transferred to and rephrased in section 3435 of this title.
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Words ‘‘or any corporation in which the United States of America is a stockholder’’ in said section 82
were omitted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘‘agency’’ in section 6 of this title.
The provisions for fine of not more than $1,000 or imprisonment of not more than 1 year for an offense
involving $100 or less and for fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment of not more than 10 years,
or both, for an offense involving a greater amount were written into this section as more in conformity
with the later congressional policy expressed in sections 82 and 87 of title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., than the
nongraduated penalties of sections 100 and 101 of said title 18.
Since the purchasing power of the dollar is less than it was when $50 was the figure which determined
whether larceny was petit larceny or grand larceny, the sum $100 was substituted as more consistent
with modern values.
The meaning of ‘‘value’’ in the last paragraph of the revised section is written to conform with that
provided in section 2311 of this title by inserting the words ‘‘face, par, or’’.
This section incorporates the recommendation of Paul W. Hyatt, president, board of commissioners of
the Idaho State Bar Association, that sections 82 and 100 of title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., be combined and
simplified.
Also, with respect to section 101 of title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., this section meets the suggestion of P. F.
Herrick, United States attorney for Puerto Rico, that the punishment provision of said section be
amended to make the offense a misdemeanor where the amount involved is $50 or less.
Changes were made in phraseology.
AMENDMENTS
2004—Pub. L. 108–275, in third par., inserted ‘‘in the aggregate, combining amounts from all the counts
for which the defendant is convicted in a single case,’’ after ‘‘value of such property’’.
1996—Pub. L. 104–294 substituted ‘‘$1,000’’ for ‘‘$100’’ in third par.
1994—Pub. L. 103–322, in third par., substituted ‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than
$10,000’’ after ‘‘Shall be’’ and for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000’’ after ‘‘he shall be’’.
SHORT TITLE OF 1984 AMENDMENT
Pub. L. 98–473, title II, chapter XI, part I (§§ 1110–1115), § 1110, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2148, provided
that: ‘‘This Part [enacting section 667 of this title and amending sections 2316 and 2317 of this title] may
be cited as the ‘Livestock Fraud Protection Act’.’’
§ 793. Gathering, transmitting or losing defense information
(a) Whoever, for the purpose of obtaining information respecting the national defense with intent or
reason to believe that the information is to be used to the injury of the United States, or to the
advantage of any foreign nation, goes upon, enters, flies over, or otherwise obtains information
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concerning any vessel, aircraft, work of defense, navy yard, naval station, submarine base, fueling
station, fort, battery, torpedo station, dockyard, canal, railroad, arsenal, camp, factory, mine, telegraph,
telephone, wireless, or signal station, building, office, research laboratory or station or other place
connected with the national defense owned or constructed, or in progress of construction by the United
States or under the control of the United States, or of any of its officers, departments, or agencies, or
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, or any place in which any vessel, aircraft, arms,
munitions, or other materials or instruments for use in time of war are being made, prepared, repaired,
stored, or are the subject of research or development, under any contract or agreement with the United
States, or any department or agency thereof, or with any person on behalf of the United States, or
otherwise on behalf of the United States, or any prohibited place so designated by the President by
proclamation in time of war or in case of national emergency in which anything for the use of the Army,
Navy, or Air Force is being prepared or constructed or stored, information as to which prohibited place
the President has determined would be prejudicial to the national defense; or
(b) Whoever, for the purpose aforesaid, and with like intent or reason to believe, copies, takes, makes,
or obtains, or attempts to copy, take, make, or obtain, any sketch, photograph, photographic negative,
blueprint, plan, map, model, instrument, appliance, document, writing, or note of anything connected
with the national defense; or
(c) Whoever, for the purpose aforesaid, receives or obtains or agrees or attempts to receive or obtain
from any person, or from any source whatever, any document, writing, code book, signal book, sketch,
photograph, photographic negative, blueprint, plan, map, model, instrument, appliance, or note, of
anything connected with the national defense, knowing or having reason to believe, at the time he
receives or obtains, or agrees or attempts to receive or obtain it, that it has been or will be obtained,
taken, made, or disposed of by any person contrary to the provisions of this chapter; or
(d) Whoever, lawfully having possession of, access to, control over, or being entrusted with any
document, writing, code book, signal book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blueprint, plan,
map, model, instrument, appliance, or note relating to the national defense, or information relating to
the national defense which information the possessor has reason to believe could be used to the injury
of the United States or to the advantage of any foreign nation, willfully communicates, delivers,
transmits or causes to be communicated, delivered, or transmitted or attempts to communicate,
deliver, transmit or cause to be communicated, delivered or transmitted the same to any person not
entitled to receive it, or willfully retains the same and fails to deliver it on demand to the officer or
employee of the United States entitled to receive it; or
(e) Whoever having unauthorized possession of, access to, or control over any document, writing, code
book, signal book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blueprint, plan, map, model, instrument,
appliance, or note relating to the national defense, or information relating to the national defense which
information the possessor has reason to believe could be used to the injury of the United States or to
the advantage of any foreign nation, willfully communicates, delivers, transmits or causes to be
communicated, delivered, or transmitted, or attempts to communicate, deliver, transmit or cause to be
communicated, delivered, or transmitted the same to any person not entitled to receive it, or willfully
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retains the same and fails to deliver it to the officer or employee of the United States entitled to receive
it; or
(f) Whoever, being entrusted with or having lawful possession or control of any document, writing, code
book, signal book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, blueprint, plan, map, model, instrument,
appliance, note, or information, relating to the national defense, (1) through gross negligence permits
the same to be removed from its proper place of custody or delivered to anyone in violation of his trust,
or to be lost, stolen, abstracted, or destroyed, or (2) having knowledge that the same has been illegally
removed from its proper place of custody or delivered to anyone in violation of its trust, or lost, or
stolen, abstracted, or destroyed, and fails to make prompt report of such loss, theft, abstraction, or
destruction to his superior officer—Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years,
or both.
(g) If two or more persons conspire to violate any of the foregoing provisions of this section, and one or
more of such persons do any act to effect the object of the conspiracy, each of the parties to such
conspiracy shall be subject to the punishment provided for the offense which is the object of such
conspiracy.
(h)(1) Any person convicted of a violation of this section shall forfeit to the United States, irrespective of
any provision of State law, any property constituting, or derived from, any proceeds the person
obtained, directly or indirectly, from any foreign government, or any faction or party or military or naval
force within a foreign country, whether recognized or unrecognized by the United States, as the result of
such violation. For the purposes of this subsection, the term ‘‘State’’ includes a State of the United
States, the District of Columbia, and any commonwealth, territory, or possession of the United States.
(2) The court, in imposing sentence on a defendant for a conviction of a violation of this section, shall
order that the defendant forfeit to the United States all property described in paragraph (1) of this
subsection.
(3) The provisions of subsections (b), (c), and (e) through (p) of section 413 of the Comprehensive Drug
Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (21 U.S.C. 853(b), (c), and (e)–(p)) shall apply to—
(A) property subject to forfeiture under this subsection;
(B) any seizure or disposition of such property; and
(C) any administrative or judicial proceeding in relation to such property, if not inconsistent with this
subsection.
(4) Notwithstanding section 524(c) of title 28, there shall be deposited in the Crime Victims Fund in the
Treasury all amounts from the forfeiture of property under this subsection remaining after the payment
of expenses for forfeiture and sale authorized by law.
(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 736; Sept. 23, 1950, ch. 1024, title I, § 18, 64 Stat. 1003; Pub. L. 99–399,
title XIII, § 1306(a), Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 898; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13,
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1994, 108 Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 103–359, title VIII, § 804(b)(1), Oct. 14, 1994, 108 Stat. 3440; Pub. L. 104–
294, title VI, § 607(b), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3511.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Based on sections 31 and 36 of title 50, U.S.C., 1940 ed., War and National Defense (June 15, 1917, ch.
30, title I, §§ 1, 6, 40 Stat. 217, 219; Mar. 28, 1940, ch. 72, § 1, 54 Stat. 79).
Section consolidated sections 31 and 36 of title 50, U.S.C., 1940 ed., War and National Defense. Words
‘‘departments or agencies’’ were inserted twice in conformity with definitive section 6 of this title to
eliminate any possible ambiguity as to scope of section. The words ‘‘or induces or aids another’’ were
omitted wherever occurring as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘‘principal’’ in section 2 of this title.
Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in the alternative.
Minor changes were made in phraseology.
AMENDMENTS
1996—Subsec. (h)(1). Pub. L. 104–294 inserted at end ‘‘For the purposes of this subsection, the term
‘State’ includes a State of the United States, the District of Columbia, and any commonwealth, territory,
or possession of the United States.’’
1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’ in
undesignated par. after subsec. (f).
Subsec. (h)(3). Pub. L. 103–359 substituted ‘‘(p)’’ for ‘‘(o)’’ in two places.
1986—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 99–399 added subsec. (h).
1950—Act Sept. 23, 1950, divided section into subdivisions, inserted laboratories and stations, and
places where material or instruments for use in time of war are the subject of research or development
to the list of facilities and places to which subsection (a) applies, made subsection (d) applicable only in
cases in which possession, access, or control is lawful, added subsection (e) to take care of cases in
which possession, access, or control, is unlawful, made subsection (f) applicable to instruments and
appliances, as well as to documents, records, etc., and provided by subsection (g) a separate penalty for
conspiracy to violate any provisions of this section.
INDICTMENT FOR VIOLATING THIS SECTION; LIMITATION PERIOD
Limitation period in connection with indictments for violating this section, see note set out under
section 792 of this title.
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§ 798. Disclosure of classified information
(a) Whoever knowingly and willfully communicates, furnishes, transmits, or otherwise makes available
to an unauthorized person, or publishes, or uses in any manner prejudicial to the safety or interest of
the United States or for the benefit of any foreign government to the detriment of the United States any
classified information—
(1) concerning the nature, preparation, or use of any code, cipher, or cryptographic system of the United
States or any foreign government; or
(2) concerning the design, construction, use, maintenance, or repair of any device, apparatus, or
appliance used or prepared or planned for use by the United States or any foreign government for
cryptographic or communication intelligence purposes; or
(3) concerning the communication intelligence activities of the United States or any foreign government;
or
(4) obtained by the processes of communication intelligence from the communications of any foreign
government, knowing the same to have been obtained by such processes—Shall be fined under this title
or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.
(b) As used in subsection (a) of this section—The term ‘‘classified information’’ means information
which, at the time of a violation of this section, is, for reasons of national security, specifically
designated by a United States Government Agency for limited or restricted dissemination or
distribution;
The terms ‘‘code,’’ ‘‘cipher,’’ and ‘‘cryptographic system’’ include in their meanings, in addition to their
usual meanings, any method of secret writing and any mechanical or electrical device or method used
for the purpose of disguising or concealing the contents, significance, or meanings of communications;
The term ‘‘foreign government’’ includes in its meaning any person or persons acting or purporting to
act for or on behalf of any faction, party, department, agency, bureau, or military force of or within a
foreign country, or for or on behalf of any government or any person or persons purporting to act as a
government within a foreign country, whether or not such government is recognized by the United
States;
The term ‘‘communication intelligence’’ means all procedures and methods used in the interception of
communications and the obtaining of information from such communications by other than the
intended recipients; The term ‘‘unauthorized person’’ means any person who, or agency which, is not
authorized to receive information of the categories set forth in subsection (a) of this section, by the
President, or by the head of a department or agency of the United States Government which is expressly
designated by the President to engage in communication intelligence activities for the United States.
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(c) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the furnishing, upon lawful demand, of information to any
regularly constituted committee of the Senate or House of Representatives of the United States of
America, or joint committee thereof.
(d)(1) Any person convicted of a violation of this section shall forfeit to the United States irrespective of
any provision of State law—
(A) any property constituting, or derived from, any proceeds the person obtained, directly or indirectly,
as the result of such violation; and
(B) any of the person’s property used, or intended to be used, in any manner or part, to commit, or to
facilitate the commission of, such violation.
(2) The court, in imposing sentence on a defendant for a conviction of a violation of this section, shall
order that the defendant forfeit to the United States all property described in paragraph (1).
(3) Except as provided in paragraph (4), the provisions of subsections (b), (c), and (e) through (p) of
section 413 of the Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (21 U.S.C. 853(b), (c),
and (e)–(p)), shall apply to—
(A) property subject to forfeiture under this subsection;
(B) any seizure or disposition of such property; and
(C) any administrative or judicial proceeding in relation to such property, if not inconsistent with this
subsection.
(4) Notwithstanding section 524(c) of title 28, there shall be deposited in the Crime Victims Fund
established under section 1402 of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10601) all amounts from
the forfeiture of property under this subsection remaining after the payment of expenses for forfeiture
and sale authorized by law.
(5) As used in this subsection, the term ‘‘State’’ means any State of the United States, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and any territory or possession of the United States.
(Added Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 655, § 24(a), 65 Stat. 719; amended Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, §
330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 103–359, title VIII, § 804(a), Oct. 14, 1994, 108 Stat.
3439; Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, § 602(c), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3503.)
CODIFICATION
Another section 798 was renumbered section 798A of this title.
AMENDMENTS
1996—Subsec. (d)(5). Pub. L. 104–294 struck out ‘‘the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,’’ after
“Puerto Rico,’’.
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1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than
$10,000’’ in concluding provisions.
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103–359 added subsec. (d).

§ 798A. Temporary extension of section 794
The provisions of section 794 of this title, as amended and extended by section 1(a)(29) of the
Emergency Powers Continuation Act (66 Stat. 333), as further amended by Public Law 12, Eighty-third
Congress, in addition to coming into full force and effect in time of war shall remain in full force and
effect until six months after the termination of the national emergency proclaimed by the President on
December 16, 1950 (Proc. 2912, 3 C.F.R., 1950 Supp., p. 71), or such earlier date as may be prescribed by
concurrent resolution of the Congress, and acts which would give rise to legal consequences and
penalties under section 794 when performed during a state of war shall give rise to the same legal
consequences and penalties when they are performed during the period above provided for.
(Added June 30, 1953, ch. 175, § 4, 67 Stat. 133, § 798; renumbered § 798A, Pub. L. 101–647, title XXXV,
§ 3519(a), Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4923.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
Section 1(a)(29) of the Emergency Powers Continuation Act (66 Stat. 333) as further amended by Public
Law 12, Eighty-third Congress, referred to in text, was formerly set out as a note under section 791 of
this title and was repealed by section 7 of act June 30, 1953.
Proc. 2912, 3 C.F.R., 1950 Supp., p. 71, referred to in text, is an erroneous citation. It should refer to
Proc. 2914 which is set out as a note preceding section 1 of Title 50, Appendix, War and National
Defense.
AMENDMENTS
1990—Pub. L. 101–647 renumbered the second section 798 of this title as this section.
TERMINATION OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY
Declaration of national emergency in effect on Sept. 14, 1976, was terminated two years from that date
by section 1601 of Title 50, War and National Defense.

§ 952. Diplomatic codes and correspondence
Whoever, by virtue of his employment by the United States, obtains from another or has or has had
custody of or access to, any official diplomatic code or any matter prepared in any such code, or which
purports to have been prepared in any such code, and without authorization or competent authority,
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willfully publishes or furnishes to another any such code or matter, or any matter which was obtained
while in the process of transmission between any foreign government and its diplomatic mission in the
United States, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.
(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 743; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 108
Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Based on section 135 of title 22, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Foreign Relations and Intercourse (June 10, 1933, ch.
57, 48 Stat. 122).
Minor changes of phraseology were made.
AMENDMENTS
1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’.

IMPORTANT- All personnel receiving COMSEC or accessing the material are required to sign form SD
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