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Title 50 –War and National Defense  

United States Code – 783 (b) 

b) Receipt of, or attempt to receive, by foreign agent or member of Communist organization, classified 

information It shall be unlawful for any agent or representative of any foreign government knowingly to 

obtain or receive, or attempt to obtain or receive,  directly or indirectly, from any officer or employee of 

the United States or of any department or agency thereof or of any corporation the stock of which is 

owned in whole or in major part by the United States or any department or agency thereof, any  

information of a kind which shall have been classified by the President (or by the head of any such 

department, agency, or corporation with the approval of the President) as affecting the security of the 

United States, unless special authorization for such communication shall first have been obtained from 

the head of the department, agency, or corporation having custody of or control over such information. 
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