COMMANDING OFFICER’S POLICY STATEMENT ON SEXUAL ASSAULT

Marines, Sailors, and Civilian Marines,

Sexual assault is a criminal act and will not be tolerated. Sexual Assault impedes
individual and unit morale, effectiveness, efficiency, and ultimately degrades
mission readiness by devastating the Marine Corps’ ability to work effectively as
a team. Sexual assault runs counter to our ethos and core values of honor,
courage, and commitment. It is incumbent upon all of us to collectively work
together toward eliminating sexual assaults within the Corps and to assist those
affected by sexual assault. To that end, | charge all leaders and supervisors
within this command to become familiar with Marine Corps Order 1752.5A as a
first step.

Sexual Assault Defined:

“The intentional sexual contact, characterized by use of force, physical

threat or abuse of authority or when the victim does not or cannot consent. Sexual assault includes rape,
nonconsensual sodomy (oral or anal sex), indecent assault (unwanted, inappropriate sexual contact or
fondling), or attempts to commit these acts. Sexual assault can occur without regard to gender or spousal
relationship or age of victim.”

There are two reporting options for victims of Sexual Assault; Restricted Reporting and Unrestricted Reporting.

Restricted Report: A valuable option which allows victims to seek supportive services without the
spotlight that comes with disclosing an assault. Restrictive reports do not go to the chain of command but
are still reported to the Uniformed Victim Advocate (UVA), Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC)
Victim Advocate, or Mental Health Service Healthcare Provider for the initiation of supportive services
and information.

Unrestricted Report: Provides the command with the opportunity to take more direct and overt action.

Includes all suspected, alleged, or actual sexual assaults made known to the Command or law

enforcement for formal investigation.

I am committed to responding to sexual assault, but responding alone is not sufficient in and of itself. Intervention
prior to a sexual assault incident is preferred. | charge all to be more than bystanders and to harness the moral
courage to break the sexual assault chain. Checking subtle innuendos, gender-biased terminology, excessive
alcohol use, and demeaning behaviors will go a long way toward keeping the Marine Corps’ honor clean and
providing a safe environment for those in our charge.

SARCs, UVAs, Command Chaplains, Healthcare Personnel, and Marine & Family Program Personnel stand ready to
provide intervention support and support services to victims. The SARC and the UVA can be reached twenty four
hours a day at (571) 205-1298
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