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The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWARD VAGOUN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as
Commanding Officer of Company A, First Battalion,
Seventh Marines, First Marine Division, in action against
enemy Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 14 May
1945, Subjected to intense enemy fire which halted the
forward displacement and wounded the company commander
during the execution of a passage of lines, First
Lieutenant Vagoun immediately assumed command. Refusing
to be evacuated despite a painful wound sustained a few
minutes later, he skillfully reorganized his company
and, with a minimum loss of time, moved it into a
position from which the passage of -lines could be
effected, personally reconnoitering the forward area
infested by Japanese snipers and heavy mortar fire in an
attempt to locate the enemy positions. His bravery, cool
determination and loyalty served as an inspiration to
the men of his command and reflect the highest credit
upon First Lieutenant Vagoun and the United States Naval
Service."

For the President

JAMES FORRESTAL

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Garfield, New York.

B..Garfield, New York.

SSM w/perm. cit. & CMC ltr. was pres'd to Mrs. Ed. Vagoun,
widow of the late 1lst Lt. Vagoun on 23May47 by 0inC USMC DHRS,
Newark, N.J. by reg. mail.
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By direstion of the President, under the provisi ns of the act of
Congress approved 9 July 1918{Bull. 43, "D, 1918), a Silver Star is awarded by
the Uomamnding General, United States irmy Forges 1n the South Pacific Area; to
the fanum-mod enlisted men:

Wk P Lo 23

(339602), Private First Class, United Stetes
uui.zn orpe F ey for gallantry in action at New Georgis, Jolomon Telands, in
ehcrp nr end directing the operation of the two machine guns in his see=
ti or the balance of an eagagwent when his sectlion sergesnt and squad leaders
were wounded on 20 July 1943. Home address: 604 - 145th Street, Zast Chicago,
Indisna. Bl

ahw neR ) B4

By Command of lieutenant Gemeral HARMON:

A+ J. SARNETT,
Brigadier General, 330,
Chief of Staff.
OFFICIAL:

 #. B. KENDRICK,
Major, f« Go Doy
#28%. W' h.

R-- East Chicago, Indiana
B=- Gary, Indiana 12-'?-20 @LOv
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MFEDAL to

319703
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Signed _ pgf 28!

SERGEANT GEORGE J. VAL, USMC.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as membe:
0 amcmmmmwmmmmtwmn, Third
arines, Third Marine Division, during action against enemy
ierees at P&n Forks, Bougainville, SBolomon Islands,
| 18R on Movember 24, 1943, mm&eﬁmmrs and many of the
e T men eihm pény were killed or wounded during an assaunlt
/ ‘;'.e_'}/f ma_ammy W enemy position, Sergeant Val unhesi-
o : Mmm e&mmmmm face of
boldly led it in an W*u attack which maﬁwd in the
capture of the Japanese stronghold. A courageous leader
su mm tighter, 'garaenaﬂy destroyed ten of the
_ ese during the perilous advance, direetly contribut
to the defeat of the enemy in that sector, Sergeant val's
ing initiative and zealous devotion to duty were in keep-
mifthtkahighost traditions of the United States Naval

For the Pregident,

{ JAMES FORRESTAL
e Secretary of the Navy.
R--Woeém Qmens, N.Y.

' E
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2 The President of the United States takes pride in
1 presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to
e
f_' PRIVATE FIRST CLASS FRANK VALLEE, JR., USMCR.,
%}‘ for service as set forth in the following
i {
ﬂ‘ § CITATION:
"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving with the First Battalion, Twenty-Fourth Marines,
Fourth Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese
forces on the Islands of Saipan and Tinian, in the
: Marianas Group, from 15 June to 24 July 1944. Leading
! his platoon in clearing operations on 12 July, Private
' First Class Vallee discovered a large pocket of by-passed
Japanese troops and, expertly firing his rifle from the
3 hip as he led his men in a bold charge, engaged the
; 3} enemy in fierce combat and succeeded in annihilating
E U' approximately fifty Japanese soldiers. An indomitable

fighter, Private First Class Vallee participated with

. determined aggressiveness in the bitter assault operations

' against both Saipan and Tinian and, by his intrepid

‘ initiative, great personal valor and cool conduct in the
face of savage, unceasing opposition, contributed

materially to the ultimate conquest of these vital enemy

strongholds. His unwavering devotion to duty throughout

reflects the highest credit upon Private First Class

Vallee and upon the United States Naval Service."

For the President,
/s/ Artemus L. Gates

Secretary of the Navy.
Acting

R..Springfield, Mass.

! B..0akville, Conn.

E SSM, perm cit, ltr fr CMC pres by CO, Boston, Mass., 10-5-45
! to the father of the late PFC Vallee, Mr. Vallee. Form pres.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JOSEPH A. VAN BELLE, USMC,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as gunner in a scout
plane, attached to Marine Aircraft Group FOURTEEN, on patrol over
New Georgia Channel, October 8, 1942. Though wounded four times
while under a devastating attack by an overwhelming force of enemy
fighter planes and intense anti-aircraft fire, Private First Class Van
Belle maintained constant and effective fire against the superior
opposition and succeeded in setting afire at least one Japanese fighter
plane. Largely as a result of his heroism and fortitude under fire,
the life of the pilot and the plane were saved. "

For the President,

/s/ Frank Knox
Secretary of the Navy.

Copy
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS GEORGE R. VAN CONKELBERGE,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as a Machine Gun Squad Leader of Company B, First
Battalion, Twenty-seventh Marines, Fifth Marine Division,
in action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima,
Volcano Islands, 28 February 1945. With his squad
ordered to aid another platoon pinned down at the base of
a hill by hostile automatic fire that swept and dominated
the area during his company's assault on this vital
strong point, Private First Class Van Conkelberge
courageously moved fifty yards forward with his platoon
to a position where his unit was pinned down with the
result that no movement could be made forward and
effective fire could not be brought to bear upon the
enemy. Despite great danger, he voluntarily worked his
way slowly forward approximately fifty vards through
intense enemy rifle and automatic fire to a position
from which he could ocbhserve the two caves from which the
enemy'!s fire was directed and, boldly returning to his
squad, stealthily moved his machine gun forward to this
same spot. Firing point plank into one of the caves,
Private First Class Van Conkelberge succeeded in
silencing the hostile weapon before heavy Japanese
rifle fire wounded him. By his cool and heroic actions,
he aided greatly in enabling his company to continue
its attack. His indomitable fighting spirit and
determination were in keeping with the hidhest traditions
of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Taft, Calif.

B..Long Beach, Calif.
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The President of tue United States takes pride in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

CORPORAL LOUIS T, VAN DE WALLE,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:
- “For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
- ing with a Rifle Platoon in Company C, First Battalion, Fifth

[ Marines, First Marine Division, in action against enemy Japa-
J nese forces on Ckinawa Shima, Ryukyu Islands, 9 May 1945, In

charge of amnmunition supplies for his platoon, Corporal VanDe
Vialle rendered valiant urwieo a8 his comrades fought relent-
esgly agninst the enemy’s continuous counterattacks the night
y ei @ May., Whenthe supply situation became increasingly more

' - critical under the stress of prolongsd battle acticn, he took it
Al upon himselfto traverse the front lines despite constant small-

l arms and grenade fire, delivering urgently needed ammaunition
to troops deployed over ap, roximately two hundred yards ofdif-

: ficult terrainand, undeterred by the additional danger of attack
by infiltrating Japanese, tenaciously persevered in his determined

efforts as the bitter conflict raged throughout the grim night

Mm completing seven ofthese self-imposed missions before
dawn. Loyaland stouthearted inthe face of extreme danger, Cor-

poral Van De Walle had enabled his platoonto repulse the enemy’s

1

: desperate attempts to over -run the gallantly defended positionand

1 his intrepid conduct throughout upheld the highest traditions of
! the United States Naval Service,’
E. : ¥ EPONGEHES e PARTIGTEA asc o
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{ R.--Kewanee, Illinois

\ B.--Kewanee, Illinois
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‘ The President of the United States takes pride in pre-
enting the GOLD STAR in lieu of a second SILVER BTAR MEDAL
pe:thmmiy to

CORPORAL LOUIS T, VAN DE WALLE,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service ag set forth in the following

- CITATION:

“For consplouous gallantry and intrepidity as Acting
uad Leader of a Rifle Platoon, serving with Company C, First
attalion, Fifth Marines, First Marine Division, iawuenagamat
L enemy Japanese forces onOkinawa Shima, Ryukyu Islands, 20 May

E 1245, Directedtolocate and destroy a aam&alsd hostile machine
gun which had struck down several of his company, Corporal
e Vm De Walle coolly and courageously rendered himself a clear
iR target for the Japanese weapon, thereby drawing hostile fire and
; : iricking the enemy into revealing the hidden gun position. Al-
B though severely wounded asa result ofthis daring maneuver, Cor-
poral VanDe Walle, by his dauntless spirit of self-saerifice, cool
i decision and unwavering devetionto duty under critical conditions,
: had enabled his men tc locate and wipe out the Japanese strong
point, thereby making it possible to evacuate his stricken com-
rades without further casualties, His indomitable courage inthe
face of great personal danger sustained and enhanced the highest
traditions of the United States Naval S8ervice, He gallantly gave
hia life for his country.’

i frr” Q‘ﬁr tm:mmmw* %
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R.--Kewanee, Illinois
B.--Kewanee, Illinois
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CONRAD L. VAN DIEMEN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as a Member of a Patrol of Company L, Third
Battalion, Eighth Marines, Second Marine Division, in
action against enemy Japanese forces on Saipan, Marianas
Islands, 22 June 1944. Assigned the mission of attacking
an enemy strongpoint, Private First Class Van Diemen
led the assault and destroyed five of the enemy,
thereby contributing directly to the annihilation of the
strongpoint. Killing six more Japanese in a later
engagement, he continued to render valiant service
throughout the operation. His courage and devotion to
duty reflect the highest credit upon Private First Class
Van Diemen and the United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..So. Sioux City, Neb.,

B..Spokane, Washington.
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The President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS RAY E. VAN HORN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in
action against enemy Japanese forces while serving at
the Marine Barracks, United States Naval Station,
Guam, Marianas Islands, 10 December 1941. 1In order to
prevent our explosives and ammunition magazines from
falling into Japanese hands, Private First Class
Van Horn volunteered as a member of a three-man
demolition party and, in a light truck loaded with
hundreds of pounds of dynamite, drove at high speed
over rough roads to effect the destruction of a
magazine located more than a mile away from our own
troops. In constant danger from strafing and bombing
attacks by low-flying enemy patrol planes, he coolly
carried out his assignment, setting the demolition
charges and destroying all ammunition and explosives
in the magazine. His initiative, courage and devotion
to duty reflect the highest credit upon Private First
Class Van Horn and the United States Naval Service."

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy.
R. .Kansas City, Mo.
B..Woodville, Okla.

SSM was presented informally to Master Raymond E. Van Horn,
son, on 17 June 1947.
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i.vzam, i.n m%m Zaut
fmﬂ on Iwvo Jime Yalam slands,
__After hie mm fawar had been

nior mdssd $191 1 fflger km’
. _ : and of the phtm and,
reorganizing his sen, mtiam the attask asver roeky
terrain. Hoving wp and am the lines through hoavy
smsli-ares and morter fire, he seleoted betier posie
tions for his guns and looated ememy tergets and,
when one of hls pun orews was subjected to Intense
hostile fire ivom & pillbox and all pembers became
ties, menned the gun himeelf, moving forward
tn & position from which he destroyed the enemy oo~
_emmg the pillbox. By alding hiz platoon in the
destrugtion of three enemy uschine guns and tweaty
penese be conbribubed dmatzx to the success of
1 FaFlasy the Bighaet sredit whun-Sorcesnt Jen Bess
sflect geant Ven
: pited States Naval mi

ol For the Fresldent,

”".;{;';,smhﬁfm = o L SHLLIVAR

Secretary afm m:;
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The President of the United states takes pleasure
in presenting the SILVER S£AR MEDAL to ,

mm m\m mxa BW& m

for service ae set forth in the following
CIDATIONR:

“"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
while serving in 8 Rifle rhtam of Company K,
Thi=d Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine
Division, 1:: action inst enemy Japenese forces

on Okinava, Ryukyu IS » 17 ¥m Assigned
m msmn 0 n:auits.ng & smpvﬁ%v

by the in well entrenched end twt.ifm
positions ivate Firvst Class Ven Overbeke coura-
geously 16d his men up the escarpment in the face
of devaeteting bhand-grensde, moritar and machine-
5“‘ fire, sustaining mltiplt wounds from shell
ragment and machine-gun fire during the ascent,
efusing to be evacuated despite his painful wounds,
h continued to meaneuver his troops forward into
positions from which effective grenade and rifle
fire could be delivered on the enemy. Ordered
to withdraw vhen it became apparent thet ths po-
-um would be untenszble for ma small group,
be ably eupervised the withdrawzl of his men to
& predetermined locatlon and, due to loss of blood,
was forced to submit to evacuation. By his initia-
tive, fortitude and aggressive spirit, Private
First Class Van Overbeke upheld the highagt tradi~-
tione of the Unitved at.aten Haval Serviee.

1% For the President,
X R--Shelton, Washington,

B--Shelton, Weshington.

: CIOHN L SGLLIAR
F _ Secretary of the Navy.

-
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Previous awards - None

Born - 9-10-16 Jamestown, North Dakc
Appointed from North Dakote 7-2-40.  (Povmerly in USA Res.)
Next &%‘ kmz Mother - Mprs. Abbie I. Van Ray

L,egai '.ﬂ'fésiﬁenee-,— Fargo, North Dakota.
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The President of the United States takes ga.aa in
presenting the SILVER S8TAR MEDAL posthumously
PRIVATE EDWIN H, VANCIL, USMO.,
for service gs set forth in the following
CITATIONS
"Por conspiecuous gallantry and intrepldity as
- msmber of ths Second m Battalion Reconnsissance
m& aitached to the Second Tenk Battallon, Second

pdvis during sction ageinst Japenase
fwm an !m; Gilvert xllﬂ“, mmmu,’ -

nalsseance within 1ines nlntlha out targets
whieh oeuld not m.m Mum f rom ﬁmg:n.

tanks and continmuing hils courageous efforts until
he wes ld.ll.nd hostih fire, Privete Vencills
m irit, dering sggressivenass
m ucr ice directly contributed to

mefmtwau in that ares and were in
. keeping with the highest traditions of the United
B j!{'mvﬂ. swxiu. He gallantly gave his 1life
for his ¢ ountry.

s S » For the ‘resident,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Eavy.

| R-ul'qln, Washington
B-Yolm, Washington
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The President of the Unlied States takes pleasure
iu presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEXANDER A. VANDEGRIFT, JR.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For consplcuous gallantry and Intrepldity as
A Commanding Officer of the Third Battallion, Iwenty-
g fourth Marines, Fourth Maripe Dilvision, in action
. against enemy Japanese forces on Ive Jima, Voleano
Islands, from 19 to 24 February _19112._5 When his Bat-
talion vas halted by heavy host rtar and small-
A arme fire during the Regiment's attack agasinst the
e enemy's maln line of defense, Lieutenant Qolonel
i Vandegrift unhesitatlngly moved into Che fronl lines
‘ and braved the intense f'ire to shoul words of encour-
agement 1o his men. Later, he skillfully meneuvered
his resperve company into & dangerous gé&p vwhich had
developed on the right [lack, end thus prevenied Japa-
nese infiliration of our lines &t & critieel Uime.
While he vae directing ihe altack of his Balttalion,
he was painfully vounded and evacuaied. By hls able
; leadership, fortitude and aggressive fightling spirit,
5 Lieutenant (Qolonel Vandegrift upheld the hiﬁhesr. tra-
ditions of the United States Haval Service.

R--Lyschburg, Va. For the President,
B-=-Portsmouth, New Hampshire

he SULLI

Secretary of the Navy.

e,
e
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II. AWARDS OF THE SILVER STAR:

! By direction of the President, under the provi-
' sions of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull. 43,
{ WD, 1918), a Silver Star 1s awarded by the Commanding Gen-
eral, United States Army Forces in the South Paciflc Area,
to the following-named offlicers and enlisted men.

i Skt kit el

i ‘ LLOYD J., VANNATTER, (444505), Privabe, United

| States Marine Corps Reserve, for gallantry in sction at
New Georgie, Solomon Islands,in crawling forward into the
face of heavy hostile machine-gun fire to within twenty-
five yards of the enemy position to ewacuate a severely
wounded marine on 20 July 1943. Home Address: 609 Leith
Street, Flint, Michigan.

By Command of Lieutenant General HARMON:
A. J. BARNETT,

Brigadier General, G.S.C.,
Chief of Staff.

OFFICIAL:

M. B. KENDRICK,
Ma jor, AJGiD.,
Asst. AGj. Gen.

" R - Flint, Michigan

o 4 b

B - Gladwin, Michigan
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The President of the United States tokee
pleasure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL %o

FIRST LIFUTENANT ROY L, VANTINE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPE RESFRVE

for gserviase ame set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
ae & Platoon Lesder of Company O, First lattuu.on.
Twenty-first ¥arines, Third Eariac Divielon, in
astion .im.t enemy Jspanese fercn on Iwo Jime,
Voloano islands, 28 Feb rury . Asplgned the
left half of the m : iring aa udsmn
against well-entre hostile tre?o
& stretegie hill, First Lisutenant tm sms-
geously led his men in the nStlﬁk agalinet &ntcn:e

enemy mortar snd mschine-gun

Jecent units were uteppua. vmnw

in an attempt to seize the hill., Twice repu

Firet Lisutenant Ventine orgen anized o third uamit

which resulted in the seour of the nm aaa the
capture of three light and two huvz ne.
By hls ekilled tsotiove end arﬂctoa mlwoh P

he contributed meterially to the unopposed advance
of the adjecent units, and his outstending devetion
to duty was in keeping with the highut treditione
of the ﬁnnsd States Naval Bervice."

For the President,
Wi L SU REv

Seeretary of ths Havy.

. Be-Quansgh, Texas.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT JOE E. VARGAS,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:
"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while

serving with Company A, First Battalion, Eighteenth
Marines (Engineer), Second Marine Division, in action

against enemy Japanese forces on Saipan, Marianas Islands,

3 July 1944. ©Under heavy enemy fire, Sergeant Vargas

brought the assault engineers up to a cave and moved in

flame throwers to lead the attack and, when one flame-

thrower operator was severely wounded, moved forward to

the wounded man and carried him to the rear for first
aid. Returning to the cave, he used demolitions and
grenades to dispose of this enemy position and two

others. His courage and devotion to duty reflect the

highest credit upon Sergeant Vargas and the United States

Naval Service."
For the President,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN
Secretary of the Navy.
R..Newman, Calif.,

B..Willows, Calif.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL CHARLES VARGO,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as a Platoon Guide of Company G, Third Battalion,
Twenty-ninth Marines, Sixth Marine Division, in action
against enemy Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu
Islands, 16 April 1945. Although wounded while moving
up a steep, strongly fortified hostile ridge with his
platoon, Corporal Vargo continued to direct the advance
of his men for a distance of fifty yards until wounded
again. Then, in an effort to bring accurate fire on the
enemy, he knelt in an exposed spot almost on top of a
hostile gun position and fired over the heads of his
men, inflicting many casualties on the enemy and enabling
the entire line to advance. When his well-aimed fire
was masked by the advance of his own men, Corporal Vargo
again moved forward to his position as platoon guide on
the line and directed the fire of his platoon until the
hill was secured. His indomitable fighting spirit and
devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service."

For the President,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.

R..Carterety N.J.,;

B..Carteret, N.J.
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i The Preeldent of the United States takes pleans-
ure in presenting the SILYER STAR NEDAL to

SERGEANT RUDOLPH J. VAROGA,
UNITED STATES HARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service ss get forth in the fellowing
QITAT ION:

“For conspleucus gellantry end intrepldity
while serving as an Acting Platoon Lssder of Company
C, FPirst Battalion, Twenty-third Marines, Fourth Me-
rine Division, in sction asgeinet enemy Japenese
| forees during the ssecault on Iwe Jima, Yolcano lg-
lands, 26 February ¥hen his Platoon Leader
o and Platoon ﬁsr% , were wounded in sn sttack on
AR & heavily fortified enemy-held hill, Serzeant Varoga
Fgs assumed commend of the platoon mnd, despite hesvy
* hostiie fire, organized hils men for & continuation
of the atteck and led them in an sdvence of seversl
hundred yards. Although peinfully wounded, he re-
fused to be evsouated snd, obeerving to his front s
strong foree of Japaness troops forming for a coun-
terattsck, quickly deploysd hie men to meet 1i%.
When the smsunition supply was running low, Sergeant
Varogs moved from men Yo man and personslly directed
the Tire of the machine gune and sutomatic riflees in
order %o galn the maximum effectivensss froz thelr
fire, By his guieck thinking and coolnecs under fire,
Sergeant Varoga wes largely responsible for the re-
ulse of the hostile countersgttack with heavy loss

o the enemy, end hls conduct throughout wse in ksep-
ing with the highest traditions of the United States
Reval Bervice."

For the Presldent,

JDHN L. SULLIVAR
Secretary of _thé Havy.

-wfl-:&?‘?‘"-?:’ - Fio
¢

T T T A

:;2  PeoPittsburgh, Pennsylvanla.
: B--Plttsburgh, Pennsylvsnis.
/j. ‘

Casepre
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting
the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CAPTAIN WILLIAM S. VASCONCELLOS, U.S.M.C.R.,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while a member of the
First Battalion, Second Marines, Reinforced, during action against
enemy Japanese forces on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, for the period
from November 1 to 12, 19%2, On two occasions, Captain Vasconcellos,
with utter disregard for h1s own personal safety in the face of heavy
machine gun, sniper and mortar fire, led his company in attacks against
heavy opposition. On November 3, during an assault onh hostile posi=-
tions, he constantly exposed himself to great danger in order to retain
control of his company and organize his defense after he had captured

his objective. His great courage in personally directing this operation

and sustaining the morale ofhis company, despite a high percentage of
casualties, reflects great credit upon his ability as a leader and upon
the United States Naval!Service. "

For the President,

/s/ Frank Knx
Secretary of the Navy.

Copy
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The President of the United Siates takes pride in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS STRATIS C, VASILAKOS, USMCR,,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a Group
maa:mcmmrm Battalion, mﬁm First

mamcwvum
wmmmdmmmmum
mmmwnmmandmm.

gun & nfliot ,
attack forces coral
ly delayed an h]rm mnm

mmmmmmm.wmummm-
ing devotion to duty was in keeping with the highest traditions of
metmmwmummm He gallantly gave his life for

his
y perm.cit. & ltr. fr. CHC pres'd 5/24/45 at

- Rally by Greek American Legion Post to For the Pm
Scpnhry of the Havy.

pmitts of the late PFC Vasilakos, Mr.&lrs. Pete}AMEgi
s N.Y. with appropriate ceremony.

He-lew iHyde Park, New York
B--New York, New York
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The President of the United States takes pride
in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE DONALD E. VASQUEZ,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as get forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepldity as
a Stretcher Bearer, serving with Headquarters and
Service Company, First Engineer Battalion, First Marine
Division, during action against enemy Japanese forces
at Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, on 11 May 1945, After
completing hls duties as stretcher bearer, FPrivate
Vasquez seized a machine gun and voluntarily attached
himself to a rifle platoon which was conducting an
attack against a strongly fortified enemy position
entrenched in a draw., With the forward squad pinned
dovmn by heavy sniper flre, he fearlessly exposed him-
self to draw the enemy's fire and enable the squad
to resume 1lts advance. When the platoon received
orders to contact the flanking company and the re-
mainder of the squad became pinned down under the
ceaseless barrage, he courageously charged forward
against the devastating shellfire, firing his weapon
and throwing hand grenades as he advanced to make c¢on-~
tact with the adjacent company before returning to his
unit to resume his regular duties. Continuing his
selfless efforts, Private Vasquez sustained serious.
wounds when he attempted to evacuate a casualty from
an exposed forward position later in the furious action.
His daring lnitiative, valilant fighting spirit and
great personal valor in the face of grave danger were
esgential factors in the sueccess of this bitterly
fought engagement and reflect the highest credit upon
Private Vasquez and the Unlted States Naval Service.
E@ gallantly gave hia lifa far his country ”

srat o LT RGN 4

55t gul ;naﬁurgﬂv‘ fr3 Fbr=thsgixhaidnnt' _~;a¢:;;::

£ 5

T J ¥

Y

Secretary of the Navy

R-=-San Francisco, Calif.
B-=San Franelsco, Calif.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS EDWARD L. VATTER,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as an Ambulance Driver of the First Medical
Battalion, First Marine Division, in action against
enemy Japanese forces during the assault on Peleliu,
Palau Islands, from 17 September to 10 October 1944.
Working under heavy hostile mortar and artillery fire
and often on the job for periods of eighteen and twenty
hours without relief, Private First Class Vatter drove
to the front lines and to first-aid stations evacuating
wounded to the rear area and, although his vehicle was
struck four times by enemy fire, successfully completed
all missions. Severely wounded on 10 October, while
engaged in evacuating patients from the front lines of
an assault battalion, he disregarded the pain and shock
and succeeded in returning his loaded ambulance to an
area of safety. By his outstanding courage, initiative
and devotion to duty, he served as an inspiration to
all who saw him, and his conduct throughout was in
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States
Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Beaumcont, Texas

B. .Beaumont, Texas
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The Preeident of the United States takes pleasure
in presenting the SIEVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE EDWARD E. VAUGHT, USNC,,

_ for service as set forth in the following
= GITATION:
|

"For conspiouous gallantry and intr 1d1ty
in action while svrvlng with the Seccond ine

base, Private Vaught, with quick initia ?&’:ZQ
high courage, boldly rushed into the group, ten

i Raider Battallon & aatmatiﬂns against enemy
[ Japanese forces on Guadaloanal, Solomon Islends,
B on lovember 30, 10942, Uhnn his pn%rﬁl aguad

b made a surprise t against a st en;

I

1 times the stirength of hi d, and with his
sutomatic weapon blazing, aake& the Jepenese
forces, contributing in a measure to their
pwift destruction, Hie grim determination and

indomitable fighting spirit were in keeping with
the nighest treditions of the United States Naval

E 38“108.
For the President,
o Secretary of the Navy.
B ' R- ?Qﬂpa, fMlexas
25 B- Czddo Gap, Arkansas
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The President of the United Ststes takes plens-
ure in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL o "

FIRST LIRUSENAN? WILLIAM C, VELEMAN,
URITED S7ATEA MARTHE OCRPS HEOEKAVE,

for service &z ssf forth in the following
CITATION:
"For consploucus gal Msw
as & Hertar Flatoon Luaw of
Dattalion, Twenty-ninth m% ﬁnrm N
vi.nau, 1n aotion asgalnet ensay Japanese foroes
mug  asnault Okinawve i:;m,
W E

P
ananrw mmsumnm mmm
provide most effeative fire possible, Vhen
an eneany mortar shell buret near his and 1% con-
oanim puralyzed both lege irst Lisutenant
Vellmen refused evacuation beoaus the oritiesl
eituation. Yhile lying in a2 pmmm oeed
te heavy enemy fire, he direc ﬁhnﬂ.ner 8
‘men and the evaocuation of casualties until sll
wounded had been removed and the ny had suo-
cessfully moved to its assigned position befors
ermitting himeell to be evacuated, Hig outstand-
j courage, determination and devotion to duty
were in imrpw with the hlghast traditions of the
United Btates Naval Service."

For the Fresident,

'leulaml Hcﬁfhts , Ohio

B-leeland, SR SULLIVAN

Seorstary of the hHavy.
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ﬂ!e President of the MM &tataa takes pleasure

in presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL ROBERT J, VERBER,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS nmvn,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspleuous gallantry and intrvepidity
while serving a8 & Machine CGun Section leader
of Company H, Third Battalion, Twenty-sixth Ma-
rines, Fifth Marine Diviesion, in action against
aam Ja u zema on Iwb Jm:.ia%!.eano Is-

lands - When his

t& amioz- sioned Officers of the
Plﬂtﬂﬂn becane mmluaa while moving to a new
position, Corporal Verber immediately set up his

in position to cover th- platoon f{rom

ire and then began to or the men of the

platoon into a defensive line and to evacuate
the wounded. By repeatedly braving the heavy
hostile fire, he established an effective defense
wvhich enabled the casualties $o be evacuated and
prevented the Japenese from assaulting Bie seection
of the line. He remeained with his men, continuing
his beroic efforts, until he was wounded and evac=-
nated. His resolute courage and aggressive fight-
ing spirit were in keeping with the Mghant tradi-
tions of the United States Naval Service.”

For the President,

Secretary of the HNavy.
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_ The President of the United States takes pride in pre-

senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PLATOON SERGEANT DOUGLAS A, VIBERT, JR.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

S AT e T

CITATION:

““For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
ing as Leader of a Mortar Section of Headquarters Company,
Second Battalion, Twenty-eighth Marines, Fifth Marine Divi~

| sion, in action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima,
e | Volecano Islands, 21 rebrmy 1945, Quick to act when a dan-
gerous gap developed between ‘battalions attacking

the intricate network of hostile positions surrounding the base
of Mt, Suribachi, Platoon Sergeant Vibert unhesitatingly led
his sectionforward and, moving under cover of darkness in the
~ face of repeaied infiltration attempts by the enemy, succeeded
in joining the flanks of the two friendly units despite heavy
cagualties to hie small force, Coolly vigilant throughout the
night, he fearlessly exposed himself to vicious grenade and
smali-arms fire as he moved constantly up and down his line,
maintaining close contact with his men and encouraging them
to hold throughout the remaining night hours, Whenthrnot
hig men were killed and another three wounded by Japanese
grenades, hosmifmlyéircctodthoomuﬁmdthncmm
and then personally took over their position in an effort to pre-
vent a hostile break-through at that point, Although seriously
wm«dwﬁhdhwtmsmmlimwmaﬁnl{apa-.
nese attack, Platoon Sergeant Vibert, by his dauntless tive,
indomitable fighting spirit and sound combat tactics, had in-
spired his group to herolc effort throughout the fierce action
which resulted in the annihilation of sixty of the enemy, thereby
eontributing to the fulfiliment of an extremely hazardous mis-
sion, His vallant leadership in the face of overwhelming odds
upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval wvice.
mmymmmmmmamcm

For the mm,

¥

R--Somerville, Mass.

B--Medford, Mass, j
Secretary of the Navy.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CORPORAL LOUIE F. VICKERS,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
serving as an Ambulance Driver for the Fifth Marine
Division Field Hospital, during action against enemy
Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 4 March
1945. Proceeding to the front lines to remove casualties,
Corporal Vickers encountered a heavy enemy mortar barrage
and stopped to take cover in a cave. Inside the cave,
he came upon seven Japanese, one of whom shot him in
the leg. Quickly firing his .45 caliber pistol, Corporal
Vickers killed two of the Japanese in rapid succession
and, covering the remaining five, took them prisoners.
With the aid of another Marine, he delivered the captured
enemy to his Commanding Officer before having his own
wound treated. His quick actions, heroic conduct and
devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the
United States Naval Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Kemball, W. Va.

B..Jenkinjones, W. Va.
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e The President of the United states takes pleasure in
E& presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously te

3 PRIVATE FIRS? CLASE CLEEFET M. VIERRA, USMOR.,
E for service as set forth in the following

5 CITATION:

l

J

|ﬁ

i

*For cuous sﬁhnm and nmpiu while

serving with Marine Parachute Battalion during
unaa t enery Jumm OrGes NERr toi-n'l

P}.:i Momhﬂmd on mmr 29,

oon was mu: ne-gun
Pﬁuta Firat Claes fom unheeitatl tl
ﬁht énuh machine~-gun position, sacrifieing his 11

a courageous attempt to put 1t out of aetion. His mimt
Lgu ng spirit in the face of grave 11 was in ing
| bighest traditions of the United “tates Hava

f Serviece. ﬁa gallantly gave hu 1ife for hie sountry.®

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL

Secretary of the Eavy.

R...Bacremento, Oalif,
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The President of the United Etates takes pleasure in pre~
senting the SILVER ETAR MEDAL to

EECOND LIEUTENANT GEORGE C. VILLARET,
UNITEDETATEE MARINE CORPERERERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

-~ “For consplouous gallantry and intrepidity as a Platoon
Leadsr of Compeny ¥, Second Battalion, Fifth Marines, First
Marine Division, during action against enemy Japanese forces
on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islsnds, on & May 1 When his company
was pimed down by intense enemy and was without radio
communicaiions, Second Lisutenant Villaret unhesitatingly made
his way through heavy fire to the Company Command Fost and
requested screening smoke, Heturning to his platcon under the
same perilous conditions, he expeditiously withdrew his unit
under cover of the smoke sereen with no further losses despite
the fact that the Company’s right flank was completely exposed,
After withdrawal, Second Lieutenant Villaret and a corpsman
returned to the evacuated position und sffected the rescue of a
wounded man who was lying in an exposaed position, carrying him
in thelr arms to a place of comparative safety because there
were no stretchers available, His initiative, extreme courage
and coolness under fire reﬂactdlroeuym Lieutenant Vﬁm
and the United States Naval Service.”

For the President,
10BN L. suLLivaw
Eecretary of the Navy,

R--8an Antonio, Tex.,
B--San Antonio, T'ex.
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i The President of the United States takes pleasure in ﬁre-
} senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ANTHONY M. VINCHOFEKY, &R.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPE RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

} ““For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
| ing as a Demolition Corporsal of Company G, Third Battalion,
i Twenty-ninth Marines, Sixth Marine Division, in action against
j enemy Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands,on 18 April
{ 1946, While advancing with his platoon up the precipitous
ey s of a strongly-held Japanese ridge, Private First Class
| R Vineho!sky located an enemy gun position, Without waiting for
| orders, he proceeded twenty-five yards to the front of our
firing line, placed a demolition pack and blasted this key hos-
tile position which dominated a strategic location, thereby per-
mitting our entire line to advance. Then, although wounded
while posted atthe exit of & tunnel leading from the gunposition,
Private First Class Vinchofeky remained steadfast at his sta-
tion and refused to be evacuated until the objective had been
taken., His aggressive fighting spirit was an inspiration to his
comrades, and his devotion to duty was in keeplng with the
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service,”

For the President,

B=shizhancy Oity, Pe. FRANCIS P. WATTHEHS
BeSE a0y Glty, Pa. Secretary of the Navy.




VINION, Fred 8. Private First Class 269084
B

STAR ~Awarded by despatoh 4-27-42, Filed on case 1740-55-65
i Service at Ph. Ia.

Previous Awards - None.

7-24-16 -  Jackeon, Michigan.

12-2-38 - ago, Illinols. .
Jackson, Michigan.
elia Vinton,

(Mother)
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The President of the Unlted States takes pride in pre-
senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

CORPORAL CHARLES F, VOELKER,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while
gerving in a platoon of Company B, First Battalion,
Twenty-sixth Merines, Fifth Marine Division, during
action a%ainat enemy Japanese forces at Iwo Jima,
Voleano Islands, 21 February 1945, When his company's
assault across the beaches we porarily halted by
a hall of fire from a fiercely defending hostile
force in & pillbox, Corporsl Voelker boldly crawled
out in advance of his platoon and, ignoring the
intense small-arme fire immediately concentrated on
him, pressed forward relentlessly to a position where
he could bring fire to bear upon the emplacement from
hie antitank rocket launcher, Pouring round after
round into the fortification, he destroyed the forml-
dable strong point before he was fatally wounded
after having expended his lzst shell, His courage
and zealous devotlion to duty in volunfterily under-
taking this hazardous mission inspired his comrades
to renew their attack and achleve thelr objective,
thereby reflecting the highest credit upon Corporal
Voelker and the United States Naval Service, He
gallantly gave his life for his country.”

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL
Secretary of the Navy,

R--Crafton, Pennsylvanis.
B--Crafton, Pennsylvania,
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The President of the United States takes pride in pre-

senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS CORNELIUS A, VOERMANS,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
- CITATION:

“For conspicucus gallantry and intrepidity as & Fire
Team Leader, serving with Company C, First Battalion, Twenty-
ninth Marines, Sixth Marine Division, during action against en-
emy Japanese forces on Ckinawa Shima, Ryukyu Group, 15 May

f. While his company was attacking a fiercely defended

apanese fortification which was firmly entrenched in the crest
of a hill, Private First Class Voermans advanced ahead of his
unit to a position from which he could hurl grenades at the en-
emy emplacements, When his squad was forced to withdraw
due to the intensity of the enemy fire, he valiantly stood his
ground, calling for more grenades which he showered upon the
Japanese until he was mortally wounded, His unflinching cour-
age, valiant determination and heroic efforts throughout re-
sulted in heavy enemy casualties and reflect the highest credit
upon Private First Class Voermans and the United States Naval
Service, He gallantly gave his life for his country,”

For the President,

Secretary of the Navy,

R~ Tomahawk, Wisconsin
B« Harrison, Wisconsin
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting
the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

CAPTAIN FRANK H. VOGEL, JR., USMCR.,
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action as Commanding
Officer of Company "C", First Battalion, Third Marines, Third Marine
Division, in the landing at Cape Torokina, Bougainville Island, on
November 1, 1943. Discovering that his company had become completely
disorganized m heavy enemy fire which killed his executive officer
and command group and destroyed his reserve platoon during the extremely
hazardous approach to the beach, Captain Vogel unhesitatingly called on
all Marines in his area to follow him and, courageously exposing himself.to
the intense and persistent hostile fire, led them in a daring charge through
the enemy positions to the objective previously assigned to his company.
Upon reaching his destination, he reorganized his squads and platoons,
appointed leaders, reversed the direction of his advance and prepared
to attack the Japanese positions from the rear. Later in the day, he led
his company through dense jungle to the battalionfsSg initial beachhead line,
establishing an effective Combat Outpost which subsequently defeated
several enemy attempts to reenter the Cape Torokina Sector, and,
although he had no previous experience, successfully adjusted the artillery
fire across the front of the battalion's position. Captain Vogel's inspiring
leadership and heroic devotion to duty throughout these vital operations
were in keeping With the highest traditions of the United States Naval
Service. "

For the President,
/s/ James Forrestal
Secretary of the Navy.

R-Columbus, Ohio
B-Columbus, Ohio

Copy
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The Dresident of the United States takes pleasure in pre-
: senting the SILVER §TAR MEDA.L to

PP

PRIVATE FT.RET CLASS LOUIS C. VOIGT,
UNITED ETATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE

L =

=

for servﬁgé; ag set forth in the following
CI‘I‘A'I'ION'

. ‘‘For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serv-
ing m Company A, First Engineer Battalion, First Marine
Dtﬁ&m. in action against enemy Iapanese torees on Okinawa,
u hlaads. 8 May 1945,

maanlt eamps.n&. Prite First Ctass Volgt vohmtaered
& comrade to go forward to friendly lines to bring back a
'f,l_f,__ Marine who had been overlooked by the corphmen.

I‘au\?@pmximately four htmdred yarda to reach the easualty
aaé upon finding thet the man’s left leg had been completely
_éﬂ, h.uisted in applying a tourniquet fashioned from com-
nice n wire ané hﬂped carry the wounded marn on a poncho

duty unc der fire were in keeping with the highest traditions of
he Un ﬁeﬁ ftates Naval Service.”

For the President,
JOHN L suiiivas
Seeretary of the Navy.,

] 'Ej;é,_ggifs, Minn,
A == M»
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The Presgident of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL %o

PLATOON SERGEANT STANGE VOLAK,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the followlng
CITATION:

“For consplouous gallantry and lntreplidity whlle
gerving as Leader of & Mortar FPlatoon of the Third
Battalion, Twenty-Fifth Mapines, Fourth Marine Divislon,
in sction against eneny Japenese forces on the Island of
Tinian in the Marinanas, on 25 and 28 July 194
Braving a heavy enemy barrage when he obser large
nunber of hostlle troops infiltrating close to our
front lines during a furiome Japanese counterattack on
25 July, Platoon Sergeant Volak moved forward to ob-
serve and direoct the fire of his mortars and, bringlng
the full power of his weapons teo bear on the enemy,
gkilifully blasted thelr postilon and aided materially
in annihllating the Japanese forse, With our advance
temporarily halted by Tanatlc enemy resistance on 28
July, he held the fire of his platoon on the stubborhn
Japanese strong point desplte palnful wounds received
in the bitter fire fight, steadfastly continuing his
relentless attsmck and inflleting heavy casualties in
support of his company's vital mission. By his ag-
gressive leadership, indomitable fighting spirit and
tenacioug determination in the face of terrific odds,
Platoon Sergeant Volak contributed essentlially to the
ultimate conquest of thig lmportant Japanese base, and
his undaunted courage and decisive conduot throughout
&8 period of fierce hostillities wpheld the highest tra-
ditions of the United States Haval Servige.®

For the Presldent,

|KMES FORRESTAL

R Secretary of the HNavy.
R--Washburn, Wisc.
B--Washburn, Wigc.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS STUART J. VOLAN, U.S.M.C.R.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as a
Regimental Intelligence Observer of the First Marines,
First Marine Division, during action against enemy
Japanese forces in the Tenaru Sector, Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands, August 21, 1942. By his accurate and timely
observation and report of enemy activity, Private First
Class Volan rendered valuable service until the communica-
tion wire from his station to the Command Post had been
severed. Promptly taking a position on the front lines,
he engaged the enemy in furious hand-to-hand combat and
aided effectively in driving back the enemy with great
losses and in preventing them from establishing a foothold
on the western side of the Tenaru River. Later, when
action had subsided, he made his way through the bullet-
swept area to makKe his report to the Regimental Command
Post."

For the President,
FRANK KNOX

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Syracuse, New York.

B..Syracuse, New York.

n of the above citation und
should not be @ ither ve or in writing to any
person without the i officer in

charge of th orations and Medals Divisd
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The President of the United BStates takes
pleasure in presenting the BILVER STAR MEDAL %o

PRIVATE OVIAN W. VOM BEHREN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

[ for gervioe as set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspleucus gsllan and 1ntrupidity
while serving as an Automatic Rifleman of ©
B, Firet Battalion, Twenty-elghth Marines, Fifth
Marine Division during sction sgalnst enemy J
. nage farees on iue Jime, Voleano Islands, 21 ?e
§ ruary Observing that hie platoon wes pinned
enemy ﬂ&’hiﬁ&?, 1 and emalle-srms fire,
Pr&vatc Yen ehren le rom his covered position
anda si 1nz & near-by tluni thrower tank, coolly
ed 1t ahead of the platuan directing its fire
uxm;:t two enemy pillboxes had been destroyed, there-
by ensbling the platoon to advance and sgelze 1ts
eb ective, Privete Von Behren's lnltiative, coursge
dsvotlon %o duty in the face of intence enemy
firn upheld the higaegt treditions of the United
States Naval Service.”

For the President,
0EN L SULLIVAK

Secrstary of the Navy.

R-_Detroit, Mich.
‘.'grait, Mich.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure
.mpn tmgummmam;muozammsnnashr

PRIVATE PIRST CLASE OVIAN W. VON BEHREN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPE,

" for service as Set forth in the following
CITATION:

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
while zerving &8 a Rifleman in & Platoon of Com-
‘B, First Battalion, Twenty-eighth Marines,
I8 Fift mtm Division, m sction against enemy
Jepanese forces on Iwo Jime, Vojecano Islands, 1
March 1945, When his Platoon lseder was severely
wounded during & reconnaissance of enemy positions
well forward of the front linss, Private First
Class Von Behren and another Marine rushed forward
through heavy hostile smell-arms fire and skill-
fully sdministered first aid to the stricken man.
Although driven back by Japanese hend grenade fire
as he and his companion attempted to drag the wound-~
ed oificer to safety, he returned slone and assisted
bim to & depression out of the line of fire. Ob~
: ensny soldler crawling toward the de-
pression not more than tweanty ysrds away, be killed
- the Japanese soldier and, a rthommlafn-
sistance, directed the evacuation of his Platoon
Leader to the Battalion Aid Statlon. His courageous
initiative and devotion to duty were in keeping
with the utshaat traditions of the United EStates
Teval Zervice.”

—

¥or the President,

g:ﬁ iy ﬁiﬁﬂ:’ Ol L SULLIVAR

Zecretary of the Navy.
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ROBERT E. VOORHEES,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

. "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while

' serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Eighth Marines,
Second Marine Division, during action against enemy
Japanese forces at Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, 22 November
1943. With his company pinned down and suffering heavy
casualties from heavy enemy fire emanating from a large
bomb-proof shelter, Corporal Voorhees moved forward with
four companions under intense enemy shellfire to a
favorable position for providing cover for the advancing
demolition squad. After the shelter had been partially
demolished and approximately one hundred Japanese troops
annihilated, he again advanced with his comrades as two
hundred of the enemy emerged from the entrance firing
rifles and light machine guns in an effort to withdraw
and establish a new defense. Engaging the outnumbering
force in close combat, he contributed to the success

of his unit in accounting for many more hostile troops,
thereby enabling the battalion to advance and occupy
the northeast section of the island. His courage and
devotion to duty throughout reflect the highest credit
upon Corporal Voorhees and the United States Naval
Service."

For the President,

JOHN L. SULLIVAN

Secretary of the Navy.
R..Eureka, Mont.,

B..Eureka, Mont.
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SORAL HOBERT B, VOORHEES
wnm#a MARINE GORPS RESERVE,
for service as get forth in the following
CITATION:

For the President,

JOHN L SuLLivas
Seoretary of the Havy.
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?M President of the United States takes pleasure ia pre-
senting the SILVER ETAR MEDAL to

et

CORPORAL SIDNEY B. VOEFER,
UNITED ETATRES MARINE CORPE,
mrmmaa set forth In the foliowing
ezﬁ-zm;
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larines, {isth Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese

srees on Oidnawa, lslands, on 10 May | Although
verely wounded when m&&m &nd machine-
fire renderad his comgany’s position untensbie, Corporal
Vosper went to his platoon lesder to obtain permission to with-
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For the President,
% IOHN L. SULLIVAN
Eecretary of the Navy,
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in
presenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

SERGEANT MAJOR VOUZA, B.S.I.P. CONSTABULARY

for service as set forth in the following
. CITATION:

53 "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity during

b efforts in behalf of United States Armed Forces in the
British Solomon Islands. On August 7, 1942, Sergeant Major
Vouza effected a daring rescue and delivered into friendly
hands an officer of the United States Navy who had been
shot down in Japanese territory during an aerial engagement.
Again, on August 27, while proceeding on an authorized
mission for the United States Marine Corps to locate
suspected enemy lookout stations, he was seized by hostile
troops and lashed to a tree, where, rather than break his
faith or betray his trust, he submitted to brutal and
fiendish torture. Severely bayoneted about the chest and
throat and left for dead, sergeant Major Vouza, with great
strength and almost superhuman endurance, extricated himself
from his bonds and made his way back to our lines with
valuable information concerning the enemy Japanese."

For the President,
JAMES FORRESTAL

Secretary of the Navy.

Copy to: Approved by the President
Board of Awards of the United States
Secretary's Files 12-31-42.

Public Relations, Navy Dept.
Public Relations, BuPers
Mrs. Casbarian, Public Relations

S.S. & citation forwarded to
C.G., lstMarAmphibious Corps, F.M.F. for
presentation 1-23-43






