Travel Itinerary and Expense Plan:  Oct 2011 – Sep 2012

1.  FY 2012
Trip #1				Tunisia					
Travel Scheme			Tunis, Carthage, Kairouan, Sousse,
Tozeur, Tabarka, Bizerte
Goals
· This travel period will be a continuous familiarization of Tunisia, as well as an opportunity to observe the newly minted democratic process in action.
· Speak with average Tunisians about their opinions of the electoral process and gain a sense of what they value in the system.
· Tour historically significant sites, such as Carthage, and gain an understanding of how the European presence has influenced the culture, language, and religion.
· Observe the impact of European tourism in Tunisia.
· Observe the religious environment of Tunisia.
· Compare and contrast the Tunisian and MSA dialects of Arabic.  
· Observe the impacts of international monetary aid on the local Tunisian economy.
· Gain of sense of the effect of long-term unemployment of Tunisian youth.

Travel Period			Continuous, 3 October thru 17 December 2011 
Estimated Cost			$0


Trip #2				Lebanon_____
Travel Scheme			Beirut, Lebanon

Goals
· Visit USMB Beirut to receive briefs and relevant information on the security conditions in Beirut.
· I will be traveling with 3 Army FAOs and 1 Marine FAO in order to meet travel requirements for Lebanon.
· Observe the day-to-day activity in Beirut and the role of Islamist organizations, to whatever degree possible.
· Speak with indigenous people about their views on the security environment.
· Attempt to observe foreign influence.
· Seize and capitalize on all opportunities to engage in mil-to-mil dialogue.

Travel Period			6 days, 18-23 December 2011 
Estimated Cost			$1644.80


Trip #3				United Arab Emirates, Oman					
Travel Scheme	          Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Muscat    
                    
Goals
· Develop a better appreciation and understanding of Oman’s geographical significance, and how it assists U.S. military missions in the region.
· Observe on-going economic reforms aimed at minimizing Oman’s dependence on oil revenues.
· Compare and contrast Arabic dialects between the Gulf dialect and MSA.
· Develop a better understanding of international relations between Iran and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).
· Tour historically and culturally significant sites.
  
Travel Period			11 days, 8-18 January 2012
Estimated Cost			$3724.00


Trip #4				Morocco			
Travel Scheme	          Rabat, Casablanca, Marrakech, 
Fez, Tangiers, Marrakesh, Rabat

Goals
· Participate in regional conference hosted by ACSS and in conjunction with site visit by Colonel Parker.
· Observe conditions amongst populace with regard to their views of their own monarchy and the events of the Arab Spring.
· Compare and contrast Arabic dialects between Morocco and MSA.
· Develop a better understanding of the problems and potential solutions in dealing with the Western Sahara region.

Est. Travel Period		14 days, 20 Feb-5 Mar 2012
Estimated Cost			$4906.00


Trip #5				Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar_____
Travel Scheme			 Riyadh, Bahrain, Doha  

Goals 
· Observe the USMTM in Saudi Arabia and inquire about the      strategies employed by the training mission.       
· Observe the relationship between the Wahabis’, the government and the people of Saudi Arabia.  Observe the outward display of conservative Islam in Saudi streets.
· Observe the relationship between Saudi Arabia and its fellow oil producing neighbors.  Compare the distribution of wealth to its citizens and public services.
· Observe the impact and influence of the foreign national work force that supplies Bahrain and Qatar with labor. 
· Compare and contrast Arabic dialects between the Gulf dialect and MSA.             

Travel Period			8 days, 20-27 March 2012
Estimated Cost			$3480.85


Trip #6				Egypt						
Travel Scheme			Cairo, Port Said, Alexandria, Giza,
Sharm El Sheik, Cairo

Goals
· Tour historically significant sites throughout the country to include Giza, Aswan, and Luxor.  
· Appreciate the political climate within Egypt to include the limited political participation of some parties and the total exclusion of others.     
· Visit the religious institutions and other historical religious sites of the Muslim and Coptic faiths to include Al-Azhar, the Church of St. George and the Hanging Church. 
· Observe the Suez Canal and its operations.
· Gain an understanding of current political and security climate in Egypt and discuss with locals their opinions on the future of Egypt


Travel Period			10 days, 14-23 April 2012
Estimated Cost			$3174.75


Trip #7				Jordan, Israel						
Travel Scheme			Amman, Dead Sea, Petra, Jerusalem, Tel
Aviv, Haifa, Amman

Goals		
· Tour historically and culturally significant sites, such as Petra, and the Dead Sea, and observe the impact of tourism on these regions.
· Participate in Marine Expeditionary Unit training in Jordan with Jordanian forces through coordination with MARCENT G-5.
· Observe the impact of Iraqi immigrants on urban society.
· Observe Israeli-Jordanian and Palestinian-Jordanian relations and border crossings.
· Tour historical and religious sites in and around Jerusalem.
· Develop a better appreciation of Jerusalem’s significance to the three primary monotheistic religions.
· Develop a better appreciation and understanding of how Israel’s political history (specifically, outcomes of modern wars with the Middle East) has impacted the country’s society.
· Observe public opinions (Israeli and Palestinian) on controversial issues within the Middle East Peace Process, such as Palestinian sovereignty, the right of return, and settlement expansion.
· Understand Jordanian opinion to the UN vote on Palestinian statehood.

Travel Period			15 days, 10-25 May 2012 
Estimated Cost			$5917.90


Trip #8				Turkey						
Travel Scheme			Ankara, Istanbul, Ankara

Goals
· Tour historically significant sites throughout the country.
· Develop a better understanding of Turkey’s geographical significance, and how this assists in relationships with Europe, Asia, and the Middle East.
· Observe public opinions on current issues such as accession into the European Union, the recent opening of the Arab League office in Turkey, and Iran’s uranium swap proposal and Israeli affairs in the Middle East.  
· Develop a better understanding of Turkey’s military organization and capabilities, and their involvement in NATO.


Travel Period			15 days, 15-29 June 2011
Estimated Cost			$3805.25
	


Trip #10(TBD)				Algeria			
Travel Scheme			TBD

Goals
· Accompany ALUNSA Tunis to Algeria if/when the opportunity arises.
· Observe as much as possible within a country that is highly restrictive to US Government.
· Observe the similarities/differences between Algeria and other North African countries.
· Understand the effect of brutal civil war during the 1990s and its impact of current politics/culture.
Travel Period			TBD
Estimated Cost			TBD


Trip #11 				Libya____________________			
Travel Scheme			Tripoli
Goals
· Accompany USEMB Tunis staff to Tripoli as the USEMB there is reactivated.
· Observe the impact of the death of Ghadafi on the society and the prospects for a new government.
· Compare political climate to those countries that have experienced revolution in the region.
· 
Travel Period			TBD
Estimated Cost			TBD






Tuition												
Private Tutor			$1000

FY 2011 Total Expenses	$27,157.55
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