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1.  Topic:  US/PRC bilateral planning
 
    Discussion:  As a Marine FAO mid-way through my ICT, I served as transportation coordinator for the SECNAV’s visit to the People’s Republic of China (PRC).  While participating in the planning process, I found great value in observing the Defense Attache Office plan, negotiate, and coordinate with their counterparts in the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN).  Throughout the planning process, the PLAN made several attempts to place their agenda above ours.  The US Navy Attaché, the lead planner for this visit, responded to these challenges and prevailed with diplomatic skill – and I took copious notes.
    
    Recommendation:  There is no substitute for the practical experience and knowledge a Marine FAO gains from working alongside seasoned US military leaders and diplomats who posses the real-world expertise to engage the political and military members of their host country.  Promote Marine FAO participation in US/host country leadership engagements before, during, and after the FAO’s ICT.  It’s invaluable. 

2.  Topic: Language skills and cultural intelligence

Discussion:  The Chinese planners chose to communicate to us solely in English.  This was clearly a decision based on their protocol.  However, when it was appropriate, in between meetings and venues etc., I used my knowledge of Chinese etiquette and communicated in Mandarin.  My Chinese counterparts still responded to my Mandarin in English – with a smile.  Nonetheless, I felt that my Mandarin skills served to demonstrate our legitimacy and commitment to understanding the Chinese point of view and aided us in achieving consensus during the event.
      
Recommendation:  Showcase your language skills.  While my linguistic training wasn’t absolutely critical in this situation, I looked for opportunities to demonstrate it.  It enabled me to establish credibility and garnered my Chinese counterparts’ respect. 



 

3.  Topic:  Attending US/PRC leadership engagements

Discussion: The face-to-face meetings between the SECNAV and the PRC leadership were noteworthy learning experiences.  In particular, I found it immensely educational to observe the tacit and explicit levels of communication between the US and the PRC.  Listening to seasoned US military leaders discuss issues of past and present challenges gave me a great insight into the intricacies of dealing with the Chinese leadership.

    Recommendation:  There is no substitute for the depth of understanding a Marine FAO/RAO gains from observing how diplomacy is crafted between senior US leaders and their host country.  It is one thing to learn about diplomacy through a graduate-level education and through self-study, but quite a different thing to see how it is actually shaped in person.  Promote Marine FAO/RAO attendance in US/host country leadership engagements before, during, and after the FAO’s ICT; it greatly benefits the development and sustainment of an effective Marine FAO/RAO corps across the Operating Forces. 

4.  Agenda:
a. 26 Nov - Arrived Beijing Capital International Airport (ZBAA) –  
         Met by RADM Zhang Jianchang, DCOS – PLA Navy
b. 27 Nov – Met with Vice Foreign Minister – Cui Tiankai
c. 27 Nov – Official call with Minister of National Defense – 
         General Liang Guanglie
d. 27 Nov – Official call with Commander, PLA Navy – Admiral Wu 
         Shengli
e. 28 Nov – Meeting with U.S. Ambassador Gary Locke
f. 29 Nov – Departed Beijing for Ningbo, China
g. 29 Nov – Visit Peace Ark Hospital Ship and JiangKai II-class FFG
h. 29 Nov – Visit Yuan-class SSP
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