United States Marine Corps increasing partnership relations with Panama: Leadership Mobile Training Team (MTT) provided Leadership training to the Infanteria de Marina (INFAMAR)

10/1/2012 By Captain David Delvalle, Marine Corps Security Cooperation Group

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. – Captain Delvalle from Marine Corps Security Cooperation Group and Master Sergeant Godoy from Marine Corps Forces South spearheaded a Leadership MTT heading to Panama City, Panama and provided training to the Panamanian Infanteria de Marina (INFAMAR) on 15 - 22 September 2012.  

Captain Delvalle, the Command Adjutant served as the Team Officer in Charge and lead Instructor.  Captain Delvalle being from a Hispanic descent utilized his Spanish speaking ability to provide education and training to the INFAMAR and reach the objective of building a Partner Nation relationship.   

Master Sergeant Godoy serving as the Staff Non-Commissioned Officer in charge also served in a crucial role as another primary instructor.  Master Sergeant Godoy utilized his vast experience from other MTTs he has led in other Central and South American countries to ensure mission success.  The Leadership MTT also included Hospital Corpsman Second Class (HM2) Paul Camporeale from Marine Corps Security Cooperation Group, Southern Command, Coordination Liaison and Assessment Team (CLAT).

The Servicio Nacional Aeronaval (National Aeronaval Service (SENAN)) is part of the Panamanian public forces.  The Infanteria de Marina (INFAMAR) is composed of 300 Marines who are an Infantry style unit under SENAN who totals at approximately 2300 personnel.  

Colonel Matt Baker and Sergeant Major Carl Gantt opened up the Leadership training with an introduction speech letting the Panamanian Marines understand the importance to ameliorate the relationship with each other’s governments. 

The mission required giving 40 hours of classroom instruction including discussion groups and practical applications.  Captain Delvalle taught the INFAMAR the fundamental of Marine Corps Leadership, which provided them the building blocks to empower their junior Marines and Officers to allow them to become a more dynamic force.  Master Sergeant Godoy taught several classes in leadership and basic intelligence training.  HM2 Camporeale taught a Tactical Combat Casualty Care course along with a practical application portion to increase medical training within the INFAMAR.  
Although the INFAMAR faces tough challenges including insufficient financial resources and equipment they were very receptive to learning in hopes of increasing their Marines’ knowledge and proficiency.  Nevertheless, this training could be the beginning of an improved relationship towards building a better partner nation alliance.
