Who: Major Jean Patrick Exantus, RAO in training, PEP Lille, France. 
          Major Marc Beaudreau, Portuguese FAO, MCAGCC, Twenty-Nine Palms

What: Visit from French delegation from French Land Forces Command, Lille, France to I MEF and Twenty-Nine Palms, CA
Where: I Marine Expeditionary Force and MCAGCC at Twenty-Nine Palms, CA

When: 11 to 14 September 2012

Why: As result of an invitation during a meeting between ACMC and French Army Land Forces Command   

AAR:  

While assigned as PEP with the French Land Forces Command in Lille, France Major Exantus escorted a delegation of three French officers from French Land Forces Command and a liaison officer from MCCDC to I MEF and MCAGCC at Twenty-Nine Palms, CA to see how USMC conducts pre-deployment training in garrison and at Twenty-Nine Palms.  The French delegation also wanted a brief on the preparation and conduct of Enhanced Mojave Viper. 

At I MEF, Major Thrasher, I MEF G-3, Training section, briefed I MEF pre-deployment training concept and Force Management.  He also toured the different MOUT facilities, Infantry Immersion Trainer, Convoy Trainer, CAS simulation, and IED training aboard Camp Pendleton. Major Exantus facilitated smoother interaction during the discussion and the visit overall.
At Twenty-Nine Palms, Major Beaudreau, Portuguese FAO, briefed the mission and role of the MCAGCC and coordinated a brief with MCTOG.  He also toured range 210 where the French Officers were able to see a company conducting a live fire exercise.  His knowledge of the French language helped significantly in facilitating the communication between the two sides. 

The French delegation flew back with a lot of interesting takeaways.  

1.  Pre-deployment training, the French Land Forces are (more or less) advancing in the same direction regarding future PTP training. They are interested in the newly created Integrated Training Exercise (ITX).
2.  Some of their training concept and model, force management, and the use of specialized training centers are similar.
3.  Use of simulation: Although French Land Forces are using training simulation extensively; I MEF was able to provide new ways to use existing technology during IIT, Convoy Trainer, and CAS trainer.  
3.  The use of combined arms in their own specialized training centers as a possibility in the future.
