Dear Fellow FAOs and International Affairs Professionals,
I’d like to cordially invite you to join the FAO Association (FAOA).  FAOA is your professional association of FAOs (and Service equivalents), as well as military Attachés, Security Cooperation personnel, and defense language and international affairs specialists. 
FAO Association is very different from, but complements the FAO-Web and FAO Linked In (which is sponsored by FAOA).   Membership in FAOA is open to all active duty, reserve, civilian, retired, and in-training FAOs and others working in or interested in the three pillars of the FAO World:  political-military affairs, security cooperation, and intelligence.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Without having FAOA membership status, you may be missing out on our great benefits including our quarterly peer-reviewed “trade journal”, the FAO Journal of International Affairs, as well as the other interesting educational, professional development, social, and networking activities and programs of the Association.   If you are already a FAOA member—thanks.  If not, please consider initiating or reestablishing your membership at www.faoa.org. 
FAOA has made great strides in continuing to develop the FAO Journal into a world-class publication, establishing FAOA writing awards at Service War Colleges and national defense institutes, launching our new FAOA Scholarship Program, and creating a FAO Heritage Display and Hall of Fame.
Other benefits include access to a members-only section of the FAOA website with historic journal archive, FAO-targeted job classifieds, and great discounts to all member events including the Distinguished Speaker Luncheons, “FAOs on Tap” Networking Happy Hours, and our premier gala annual event—the FAOA Black Tie Banquet, which this year featured the Director of National Intelligence, James R. Clapper, Lt Gen USAF (ret.) as the guest speaker.  We also just co-hosted a very successful 2-day symposium with the National Military Intelligence Association (NMIA) on FAOs, Attaché, and Security Cooperation support to global intelligence coverage and foreign engagement.  The unclassified briefings are now available on line on our website.   FAOA members may also subscribe to the NMIA daily Z-Gram news and intelligence alert service at NMIA member rates.
FAOA now has over 1200 members and associates worldwide.  You can initiate or reestablish your membership on-line at www.faoa.org.  We have added economy membership levels for those who desire to receive the FAO Journal electronically only.  The E-Journal option is only $25 annually, or $70 for 3-years, which may be optimal for those who live overseas or prefer to read online.  
 We look forward to having our Joint Service colleagues as FAOA members.   
Sincerely,
Kurt M. Marisa
President, FAO Association
president@faoa.org
www.faoa.org

