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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
[BRANCH OFFICE]
MARINE CORPS DEFENSE SERVICES ORGANIZATION

[ADDRESS]
Subj:
STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING MY PARTICIPATION ON CASES WITHIN THE DEFENSE SERVICES ORGANIZATION


IN REPLY REFER TO




5817
OFFICE

Date
From:
Name of Student Defense Counsel

To:
Distribution List

Subj:
STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING MY PARTICIPATION ON CASES WITHIN THE DEFENSE SERVICES ORGANIZATION

Ref:
(a)  CDC Policy Memo 1-11 (Ethical Obligations of Defense Support Personnel)

Encl:
(1)  Executed CDC Policy Memo 1-11 Statement of Understanding 

1.  _____
I have read and understand the reference, which outlines my ethical obligations while assigned to the Marine Corps Defense Services Organization (DSO).  Enclosure (1) contains my executed Statement of Understanding.
2.  _____
I understand that I may be assigned to act as a student defense counsel to detailed defense counsel regarding cases within the Defense Services Organization (DSO).
3.  _____
I understand that all communications and work-product regarding DSO cases are privileged and may not be disclosed without the clients’ prior informed consent, obtained by the detailed defense counsel.
4.  _____
I understand the scope of my participation may vary, but under reference (b), I may not form an attorney-client relationship as defined in reference (a) under any circumstances.

5.  _____
I understand that I may execute orders at any time which would remove me from the DSO and those orders take precedence over my duties within the DSO.
6.  _____
I understand that I have an obligation, prior to departing the DSO, to conduct a thorough debrief with each detailed defense counsel I have assisted to ensure that all tasks have either been completed or are properly turned over to the detailed defense counsel.

7. _____  I understand that a copy of this form and its cover letter will be provided to me, each client I assist, all defense counsel I assist, the detailing authority, and the military judge.
______________________________



Signature of Student Defense Counsel 


Witnessed by:
______________________________


Signature of Supervisory Counsel

Distribution List:

Client

Military Judge

Detailing Authority

RDC
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