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Trademark Licensing Qualification Standards
The USMC Trademark Licensing Office has created this sheet to provide applicant qualification information to companies interested in having the Marine Corps consider their unsolicited proposals for the licensing of Marine Corps trademarks. Before filling out our license application please read these terms in order to make a self determination of your company’s likelihood of being approved for a possible USMC license agreement. If your company decides to apply for a license agreement it should review the Terms and Conditions described below, and submit the completed application form and required information to the Trademark Licensing Office by e-mail or mail. The USMC will review the information you submit and make a determination as to whether your unsolicited proposal qualifies for the Marine Corps licensing program. No decision can be made by the USMC until all of your application information has been received and verified. An overview of the pre-qualification process is set forth below.

1. How It Works. The Marine Corps Trademark Licensing Office represents the United States Marine Corps for the licensing of USMC owned trademarks and logos (the “USMC Marks”). USMC Marks include, among others, the Eagle, Globe and Anchor, Coat of Arms, the words MARINES, MARINE CORPS, U.S. MARINE CORPS and initials USMC.
The pre-qualification process requires that you submit certain information about your company for review by the USMC licensing office. Reviewing these terms and conditions is the first stage of a licensing process that involves several stages. If the information you submit on your company matches the criteria for the USMC licensing program established by USMC (which criteria may change from time to time), we will contact you about the possibility of your company licensing Marine Corps Marks; however any such license would be the subject of a separate written agreement between your company and USMC. Neither our request for information nor your reply to the request for information constitutes an offer to contract or a solicitation by USMC to offer a contract to your company. 

1. Minimum Requirements. In order for your unsolicited proposal to be considered for the USMC licensing program, your company MUST:
a.              Have a minimum of three years experience in manufacturing and distribution;
b.              Be a product owner, meaning you are seeking an agreement for products under your control, responsibility;
c.              Have the ability to pay an Advance Payment of $1,000.00(due upon completion of the final license agreement) and be able to generate sales sufficient to meet the minimum royalty guarantee on a yearly basis; (typically $5,000).
d.              Maintain product liability insurance from a licensed insurance carrier with an Individual limit of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence and two million dollars ($2,000,000.00) Aggregate limit and; 
e.              Be in compliance with all federal, state and local laws and, where applicable, international rules and regulations, including all applicable labor laws.

Requesting a Waiver. You may request a waiver for any of the above Minimum Requirements. When requesting a waiver please specify which requirement/s you are unable to meet and why you feel a waiver should be granted. Waivers can only be approved by the USMC Trademark Licensing Program Manager.
Waivers are not for everyone, meaning do not request a waiver just for the sake of requesting a waiver. Those who may qualify for a waiver are, hobbyists, disabled veterans, Purple Heart recipients, small business owners and small businesses who have previously held a USMC permission letter and are currently selling products in the Marine Corps Exchange and/or Veteran’s Canteen Service.
Please understand our Trademark Licensing Office handles a variety of licensing requests ranging from hobbyists to billion dollar corporations. If you are a small business or hobbyist please complete the Small Business/Hobbyist License Application available on our website www.marines.mil/trademark to the best of your ability so we can best handle your request. 
Information Required for the License Application. You will be required to submit the following information on your license agreement application:                                             a.              A completed trademark license application, which includes detailed information about your company and its officers, financial information, and experience, as well as a detailed business plan and other information about your proposed use of the USMC Marks;                                                                                                            b.              Business History;                                                                                            c.               Product catalog or sell sheets;                                                                         d.              Dunn and Bradsheet credit rating. (applications without the D&B rating will not be approved)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Prohibited Content. Your pre-qualification information should NOT include any confidential or proprietary creative ideas or products. Accordingly, when you send us information about your company, do NOT include confidential or proprietary information, such as product concepts, designs, ideas, original artwork, or other original creative materials or suggestions. This is necessary to prevent possible future misunderstandings when products developed by our own employees or licensees might seem to others to be similar to their own creative work. You acknowledge and agree that USMC at all times has many products and projects in various stages of development, and that the results of these endeavors may be similar or identical to your own products or projects. 

Unsolicited Submissions of every kind and nature, throughout the world, shall be entitled to unrestricted use of the Unsolicited Submissions for any purpose whatsoever, commercial or otherwise, without compensation of any kind to the provider of the Unsolicited Submissions.  
Categories of Products Not Licensed by USMC.  We do NOT license USMC Marks in the following categories and distribution channels:
Weapons (typically those that require a permit, such as firearms, or that are often illegal, such as switchblades or butterfly knives.  This does not include paintball or Airsoft, or fixed-bladed knives or swords, such as hunting knives or ceremonial sabers)
			
 
		Tobacco or Alcohol products 

		Products with sexual references and/or of a sexual nature

		Products promoting extreme violence

Products which contain political activism and/or promote a particular political view

		Products of a controversial nature

		Products containing harsh and/or offensive language

		Products which promote criminal activity

Products which discredit and/or tarnish the image and integrity of the United States or Marine Corps

Services

Charitable and fundraising activities		
 
Submission of Information. It is important that you follow the procedures outlined above. Once the Trademark Application form is completed, please e-mail it and all other requested information to; trademark_licensing@usmc.mil Please note that we do not accept any fax submissions; all applications must be submitted by e-mail or mail. You will receive by e-mail an acknowledgement that your license application has been received. This is not an acknowledgement that the information is being considered. If the information you submit on your company matches the criteria for the USMC licensing program established by USMC, you will hear from USMC within 90 days. If you do not hear from us within 90 days, please be advised that your company has not met the criteria for the USMC licensing program established by USMC.
Risk of E-mail Communications. You acknowledge and agree that e-mail is inherently not a secure method of communication, that third parties may access information sent by you to the USMC by e-mail, that USMC makes no representations about the security of information sent by you to USMC, and that USMC will not be liable for any disclosure to or subsequent use by third parties of confidential or other information sent by you to USMC.   
Limitations and Restrictions. All information in the application form must be filled in as directed. You understand that a failure to comply with this requirement is grounds for disqualification. Nothing contained in these Terms and Conditions is intended to limit USMC’s sole and complete discretion to accept or reject any licensing proposal. Providing the information requested by USMC in no way implies or guarantees that your company will be granted a license to any Marine Corps Marks.
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